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PREFACE 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun  under  tlie  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19, 1864,  by  Adjt.  Gen. 
E.  D.  Townsend,  U.  S.  Army,  who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports 
of  battles  on  file  in  his  ofQce  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing 
records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Joint  resolution  No.  91,  of  1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  and  formulate 
a  i)lau  for  the  publication  of  the  records,  but  he  did  no  work  and  drew 
no  pay  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27, 1868,  by  limi- 
tation of  the  resolution.  This  resolution  also  repealed  the  former  one 
and  work  ceased. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  in  this  work  was  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  providing  the  necessary  means  "  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official  Itecords  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  and  directing 
him  "  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  tele- 
grams, and  general  orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  printed,  and  prop- 
erly arranged  in  chronological  order."  Approi»riations  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the 
preliminary  work  was  resumed  by  General  Townsend,  who  first  out- 
lined the  plan  on  which  the  records  are  printed,  though  it  appears  that 
originally  he  contemplated  publishing  to  the  world  only  the  more  im- 
portant military  reports. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De- 
partment until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per- 
ceiving that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  detailed  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  to  take  charge 
of  the  bureau  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  work. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  greatly  enlarged  upon.the  first  crude 
scheme  of  publication.  On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  de 
termined  that  the  volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports, 
but  also  "  all  official  documents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler, 
and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value."    Colonel  Scott  system- 
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atized  the  work  and  the  plan  and  presented  the  records  in  the  following 
order  of  arrangement,  which  has  been  adhered  to  by  his  saccessors: 

The  first  series  wiU  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  mU- 
itary  operations  iu  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating 
specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  sev- 
eral theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the  events),  and  the  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  "reports"  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns, 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  offi- 
cials) not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  wiU 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for 
troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  author- 
ities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  officials,  as  of 
the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  provided  "for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a  com- 
pilation of  the  Ofacial  Records  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication, 
during  the  fiscal  year;"  and  that  "of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments." Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the 
first  five  volumes  of  the  records.* 

•All  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August 
7,  1882,  which  provides  that : 

"The  volumes  of  the  Official  Kecords  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  distrib- 
uted as  follows :  One  thousand-  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now  pro- 
vided by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary-  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
STich  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
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Col.  Eobert  N.  Scott  died  Marcli  5, 1887,  before  the  completion  of  the 
work,  which,  during  a  ten  years'  service,  he  had  come  to  love  so  dearly. 
At  his  death  some  twenty-six  books  ouly  had  been  issued,  but  he  had 
compiled  a  large  amount  of  matter  for  forthcoming  volumes;  conse- 
quently his  name  as  compiler  was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and 
including  Vol.  XXXVI,  although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to 
his  compilations  from  new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 
U.  S.  Army,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott.  He  had  cou- 
tinued  in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved  March  2, 
1889,  it  was  provided — 

That  hereafter  the  jireparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  be  conducted, 
nndcr  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  l)e  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge-advo- 
cate, TJ.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  ])ublication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  No.  3G  of  Vol.  XXIV. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  and  accurate  index,  and  for  the  fur- 
ther convenience  of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  general 
index  to  the  entire  set  when  complete  in  a  volume  by  itself. 

Nothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con- 
temporaneous records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  board's  work  is  to 
decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published ;  to  correct  and 
verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and  occasionally  to  add  a 
foot-note  of  explanation. 

GEO.  B.  DAVIS,  Major  and  J.  A.,  U.  S.  A., 
LESLIE  J.  PERRY,  Civilian  Expert, 
JOSEPH  W.  KIRKLEY,  Civilian  Expert, 

Board  of  Publication. 
Approved : 

REDFIELD  PROCTOR, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department, 

Washington,  J).  C,  Augvst  1,  1891. 


covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  tv/o  or  morn  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delej;ates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent." 
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2  ADDITIONS    AND    CORRECTIONS. 

TKXT. 

PART   I. 

Page    423.     Erase  foot-note  Not  found  and  insert  Omitted. 

Page  1275.     Rarringer'.s  Brigade,  for  fth  North  Carolina  read  5//!  North  Carolina. 

Page  1340.     For  Oz'crinyer's  read  Ovcnntycr's. 

Page  1347.     For  Woodson' s(I>lakc  L. )  Infantry.    Sec  Viri^inia  Troops,  Confederate, 

.fSlh  Battalion,  read  Woodson's  (Charles  H. )  Cavalry.     See  Missouri 

Troops,  Confederate. 

PART  2. 

Pages  riS3,  1273.  Dearing's  Brigade,  ior  fohn  ISoyd  Edelin  read  Thomas  Boyd 
Edelin. 

Page  1263.     Second  line,  top,  for  Chisman  read  Chrisuiaii. 

Page  1341.     I'or  Overmyer's  tkmX  Overmeyer's. 

Page  1352.  Insert  Woodson's  [Charles //.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Con- 
federate. 

PART  3. 

Page     113.     Grant  to  Meade,  first  line,  for  reeeived  read  requested. 

Page    250.     Erase  foot-note  and  insert  See  Series  I,  I'ol.  $1 ,  Part  1 ,  p.  120S. 

Page    516.     Forsvtli  to  Humphreys,  second  line,  for  [/;«//]  read  camp. 

Page  S.S7.  Stanton  to  Halleck,  April  22,  1865-2.30  p.  ni.  This  telegram  was 
printed  from  copy  received  by  General  Halleck.  The  original  draft, 
in  Mr.  Stanton's  handwriting,  on  file  in  War  Department,  reads  as 
follows : 

Your  telegram  of  this  inor)iing  indicates  that  Sherman' s  agreement 
luith  fohnston  is  not  A-nozi'n  to  yon.  His  action  is  disapproved  and  he 
is  ordered  to  resume  hostilities  immediately.  Bui  his  order  to  Stone- 
man  -Mill  aliozii  Davis  to  escape  with  his  plunder.  I  will  zvrite  you 
the  details. 

Page    990.     Halleck  to  Stanton,  1 1  a.  m.,  ninth  line,  for  special  read  specie. 

Page  105 1.  I'or  Capt.Johnf.  ^  Ihercrotnbie  rttad  Col.  fohn  f.  Abercrombie,  wherever 
it  occurs. 

Page  1 165.     Note,  May  17,  1S65,  for  I'ol.  ./<?  read  Vol.  4S. 

Page  140S.     For  Overmyer' s  read  Overmeyer's. 

INJiEX. 

Insert  ail  words  and  fijxnres  in  itii/iis  and  .strike  ont  all  in  [brackets].  An  asterisk  (*)  foUowinR  a 
correction  indicates  that  'Wdditions  and  Corrections"  to  tile  le.xl  shonld  be  consnlted.  References 
are  to  parts  of  vohnne. 

I'art. 
liraKj;.  Hraxton. 
Correspondence  witli 

/V///-///;i' [Pinckneyl.  '^-  '■   ■  ' 

lUcen  [Hreerl,  CeolKe  \V , 

lirowli,  Josepll /•;.  (!!.] ., 

lirown,  Kicjiard  .\. 

}-Ui    cont:^fnnnti-li(C  us  A.  A.  .1.  (;..  i,v  .W/- 

son  .1 .  Mill's 

[Brown.  Richard  A.     l-or  corrtsixjudencc  !is 

.\.  .\.  .\.  V,.,  sec  Nelson  A.  Miles.] 3 

liiu-u'H,  William   Jlanvy,  ,567,-   lirown,  Wil- 
liam II.,  [S64]  , 

Ceitlievillf.  I 'a. 
Opnaliiiiii    ii/iuiil.    Maicli    f-,v,    j86s.      .Hee 

IVaiicnlon,  etc « 


Part. 

Archer,  Junius  L.  [ ]  .^ 

liralftuii  .Slation.   I 'a. 
t>/>nii/ivus    about.    Match   .j-^,    iSti,^.     .Sec 

ll'ai  iciitini.  ctt ' 

r.eall,./"A«   r.  (Captain] > 

y>Vi.7//"W  [Bachtold],  Wilhclnivon 

Beckw'ith.  Sanniel  H. 
Corres])ondence  with 

Grant.  I'.  S..  Mis..  7S7 3 

[Beckwitli,  Samuel  H.     For  correspondence. 

see  V.  S.  Grant.] 3 

Buitiney  [Badnier],  Marcus i 

Bottoiies  Bridge,  I  'a. 
Scout    to,  Jan.   JO,   /Ms.     Communications 
from  J.  Longsirect,  Il6l~lj6j i 


ADDITIONS    AND    CORRECTIONS. 


Part. 

Chapman,  Edmund  [Edwardl  1) 2 

Chase,  Covernor.  .Steamer,  7J  [Chase,  GeorRe, 

Steamer,  72] 1 

Chase,  Governor^  Steamer ^ 

OemcHt  [Clements] ,  B.  C 3 

Cougi  c$Sy  C.  S. 

Cott cifioftdencf  rciVi  J.  Davis,  ijj 2 

Co7i'/t'S.  William  If.  //.,  7/57 1 

Dranr  [Dram],  Henry  M 2 

Fi.»k  [Fish],  John 1 

Flanagan,  Jo:feph  M..  1041 2 

Fletcher,  Stephen  C.  j.f^;    FlemiuR,  James 

K.,  Mentioned,  [744] ^ 

Freanei ,  Geoigr,  ijjos  [Treanor,  R.  I-.,  1305] ...  1 

Fry,  Dai'id  [Colonel]  2 

GeorRia  Troops. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Battalions: 

[  iSth ,  1025,  1112] 2 

Infantry — nattalious: 

iS/h,  1025,  III  J 2 

Gilder.  Il'/l/iam  //.  [Will] 1 

Governor  Chase,  Steamer,  72  [Chase,  George, 

Steamer.  72] i 

Govci  nor  Cha:se,  Steamer,  6j,  203 2 

Gowen  [Gowan],  George  W i,  2,  3 

Grant,  l'.  S. 

Corresjwndence  with 

[Grant,  I'.  S.,  Mrs..  757] 3 

Grant,  l'.  S.,  Mrs. 

Corres])ondence  with  i'.  H.  licckivith  [IT.  S. 

Orant]  3 

(irJRR,  Benjamin  F.,  1236  [1226] 2 

ffalybitrion,  James  D.  [Halliburton,  J.  D.] ...  2 
Harman,  M.  G. 

Mentioned,   /3oS,  22og   [Harman,   Michael, 

120S,  1209] 2 

Hibbs.  IVilliam  [Major]  3 

Hill,  George  H.  (2d  .\.  H.),  [1035] 3 

Hill,  George  H.  (jsl/t  Fa.),  103s 3 

Holway.  Daniel  .V.  [M.] 2 

Hopper,  George  F.,  1028  [10S2]   5 

Kennedy,  John  A.  [H.] 3 

Kes.^ler  [Ke.sler],  Joseph  .ff.  [K.] 2 

Kizer,  Benjamin _/.  [I.] 2 

Lamar,  Thompson  [Thomas]  B 2 

I.,a  Point,  George  W.,  j6y  [757] i 

I^atrobe,  Osmiin  [0^n\zii\ 1,2,3 

I.ee,  S.  Smith  [Smith  S.] 3 

Longstreet,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Latrolie,  Osmitn  [Osmati] 2 

Lee,  S.  Smith  [Smith  S.] 3 

Mabrn^John  C.  [Maber,  Ca])tain] 2 

MacDiatmid  [McDearniid] ,  John 1 

Maillcfert.  licnjamin  [ ] 1,  ^ 

^\.\\\\\.  A.  [K.]  Dndley 

Mason,  Robert  F.  [George]   1 

Menzler,  Charles,  7;^  [757] i 

Afiiiwu 1 1  Ti oops  I  C). 

Cavalty—  Companies: 

Woodson's,  4^1 I 

Woodson's,  273,  278,  2Hs.  30Q,  413,  460,  983.  2 

Mitchell,  John,  170th  A'.  V.,  567 i 

Mitchell,  John,  4th  U.  S.  A  rt.,  [567] 1 


I  Part. 

I   Mnrray.  Robert  [Marshal] 3 

I  JVansewond,    U.    S.     S.,    414;    Nansemond, 

C.S.S.,  [414I I 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 
1       Correspondence  with 

Pinkney  [Pinckney],  R.  F 2 

,   .\ew  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.,  437 i 

'   North  Carolina  Troops  (C). 
Cavalry — Regiments: 

I           4tli,  [1273]* I 

!           5th, 127s* I 

Infantry— ^Regiments: 

J           I  St  Junior  Reserves,  1016 2 

[  ist  Re,serves,  1016]  2 

O'Kceffc  [O'Keefe],  Joseph i 

I   Ovenneyer  [Overmyer],  John  R ',  2, 3 

[Pace,  Joseph  W..  1041] 2 

I   Paine,  Charles  J. 

i       Mentioned,  (25  [Payne,  Charles  J.,  425] i 

j       Mentioned,  jr?7  [Paine,  Thomas  J.,  337] 2 

Paul,  Aljied  \ ] 2 

Pegram,   John.  381;     Pegram,   William    J., 

[3S1] I 

Peircc,  W.  W.  [H.] 2 

Pinkney  [Pinckney],  R.  F' 2 

Pocahontas  County,  W.  Va i 

!   Pratt,    William    M.     [(Major)],    272    [Pratt, 
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13^5  [1387] 3 
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Saunders  [Sanders],  J.  F^ i 
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'  Scott,  Thomas  A.,  Steamer i 

Shaffncr  [Schaffiier] ,  Tal.  P i 
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\               ffarrenton,  etc 2 
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Mentioned,  [1273] i 
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Towle  [Towles] ,  George  F    i 

Trowbridge.  William  P.  [ ] 2 

Van  Rensselaer,  William  V i 

Virginia  Troops  (C.J. 
Infantry- Battalions ; 

[45t''.  451J  1 

45tl^  [27.^.  ^7-^  2S5.  30«j,  413.  469,  9S5] 2 

Wcllford  [WelfordJ,  Philip  A  2 

Wood,  William  {8th  A\  V.  Hvy.  Art.),363. .. .  1 

Wood,  William  {9th  N.  V.  Hvy.  Art.),  [365] . .  1 

Woodruff,  Dickinson  [James] 2 
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CHAP'^EB    liVIIl. 


OPERATIONS  m  NORTHERN  AND  SOUTHEASTERN 
VIRGINIA,  NORTH  CAROLINA  (JANUARY  1  TO  31), 
WEST  VIRGINIA,  MARYLAND,  AND  PENNSYLVANIA. 


January  l-June  30,  1865. 


PART    I. 


S"tTM:iVi:A.RY    OF    THJE    FRINCIFA-TL.    KVEZSTTS.* 

Jan.  1-Apr.  3,  1865. — The  Ricbmond  (Virginia)  Campaign. 

2,  1865.— Scout  from  Benvard's  Mills  to  South  Quay,  Va. 

3-17,  1865. — Expedition  to  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  iin<l  its  depend- 
encies. 
7,  1865. — The  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Cori)8,  leaves  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  Va.,  en  route  to  Savannah,  Ga. 

11,  1865.— Capture  of  U.  S.  Forces  at  Beverly,  W.  Va. 

11-15,  1865.— Scout  from  New  Creek  through  Greenland  Gai>  to  Franklin,  W. 
Va. 

12,  1865. — The  State  of  North  Carolina  merged  into  the  Department  of  the 

South. 

16,  1865. — The  State  of  North  Carolina  designated  as  the  District  of  North 
Carolina  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 

IST,  1865. — Affair  near  Lovettsville,  Va. 

19,  1865. — Reconnaissance  to  Myrtle  Sound  and  skirmish  at  Half-Moon  Bat- 
tery, N.  C. 

31,  1865. — The  Department  of  North  Carolina  constituted,  to  consist  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S. 
Army,  assigned  to  its  command. 
Feb.  1,  1865. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army,  in  temporary  com- 

mand of  the  Middle  Department. 

3,  1865. — ^Affair  near  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 

4-6,  1865. — Expedition  from  Winchester,  Va.,  to  Mooreiield,  W.  Va. 

5,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 
6-7,  1865. — Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Brentsville,  Va. 
0,  1865. — General  Bobert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the  Con- 
federate Armies. 
11,  1865. — Affair  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
11-15,  1865. — Expedition  from  Bermuda  Hundred  to  Fearn.sville  and  Smith- 
field,  Va. 
13-17,  1865. — Expedition  from  Camp  Russell  (near  Winchester)  to  Edenburg 

and  Little  Fort  Valley,  Va.,  and  skirmishes. 
15-16,  1865. — Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Ahlie  and  Middleburg,  Va. 

*Of  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  noted  in  this  Summary  no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  file. 
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Feb.  18-19,  1865.— Expedition  from  Camp  Averell  (noar  Winchester)  into  Loudoun 
County,  Va.,  and  skirmish  (19th)  at  Ashby's  Gap. 
■Scout  in  Prince  AVilliam  County,  Va. 
21,  1865.— Kaid  ou  Cumberland,  Md. 
23-24,  18&5.— Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  West  Point,  Va. 

26,  1865.— Maj.  Gen.  W  infield  S.  Hancock,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  and  temporarily  of 
all  the  troops  of  the  Middle  Military  Division  not  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Major-General  Sheridan. 
27-Mar.  28,  1865.— Expedition  from  Winchester  to  the  front  of  Petersburg, 

Va. 
27-Apr.  23,  1865.— Operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Mar.      3-8,  1865.— Operations  about  Warronton,  Bealeton  Station,  Sulphur  Spring.s, 
Salem,  and  Centervillp,  Va. 
5-S,  1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
7, 1865.— Skirmish  near  llint  Hill,  Va. 
10-11, 1865.— Expedition  from  Suffolk,  Va.,  to  Murfree's  Depot,  N.  <'.,  with 

skirmish  (10th)  at  South  Quay,  Va. 
11-13, 1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Monroe  into  W^estmoreland  County,  Va., 
with  skirmish  (12th)  near  Warsaw,  Va. 
12, 1865. — Skirmish  near  Peach  Grove,  Va. 
12-14, 1865. — Scout  in  Loudoun  Connty,  Va. 
14-16, 1865.  -  Scout  from  Philippi  to  Carrick's  Ford,  \V.  Va. 
14-17, 1865.— Scout  from  New  Creek  to  Moorefield,  W.  Va. 
18, 1865. — Skirmish  near  Dranesville,  Va. 
22, 18G5. — Skirmish  near  Patterson's  Creek  Station,  W.  Va. 
28-April  11, 1865.— Expedition  from  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  to  near  Weldon,  N. 

C,  with  skirmishes. 
29- April  9, 1865. — The  Appomattox  (Virginia)  Campaign. 
Apr.  3, 1865. — President  Abraham  Lincoln  visits  Petersburg,  Va. 

4, 1865. — Capture  of  the  steamer  Harriet  De  Ford,  near  Fair  Haven,  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  Md. 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  visits  Richmond,  Va. 
8-10, 1865. — Scout  from  Vienna  into  Loudonn  County,  Va. 

Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  into  Loudonn  County,  Va. 
10, 1865. — Skirmishes  near  Burke's  Station  and  at  Arundel's  Farm,  Va. 
14, 1865. — President  Abraham  Lincoln  murderously  assaulted  by  J.  Wilkes 

Booth  at  Ford's  Theater,  Washington,  D.  C. 
15, 1865. — Death  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln  from  injuries  received  at 
the  hands  of  J.  Wilkes  Booth. 
15-23, 1865. — Scout  through  the  counties  of  Randolph  and  Pocahontas,  W. 
Va.,  and  of  Bath  and  Highland,  Va. 
19, 1S65. — Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  command  of  the 
Middle  Department. 
The  Military  Division  of  the  James  organized,  to  consist  of  the 
Department  of  Virginia  and  such  parts  of  North  Carolina  not 
occupied  by  the  command  of  General  Sherman,  and  including 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleok,  U. 
S.  Army,  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  division. 
22, 1865.— Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
tlie  Military  Division  of  the  James. 
23-29, 1865.— Expedition  from  Burkeville  and  Petersburg  to  Danville  and 
South  Boston,  Va. 
26, 1865.— Capture  of  J.  Wilkes  Booth  and  David  E.  Herold,  at  Garrett's 
Farm,  near  Port  Royal,  Va. 
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Apr.         26-May  5,  1865. — Operatiuus  in  the  Shenaudnah  Valley,  Va. 
May      6-14, 1865. — Expedition  from  Kichmond  to  Staunton  and  Charlottesville,  Va. 
23, 1865. — The  Army  of  the  Potomac  reviewed  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
D.  C. 
June     1-13, 1865. — Expedition  through  Pocahontas  and  Pendleton  Counties,  W.  Va., 
and  Highland  County,  Va. 
(J,  1865. — The  Sixth  Army  Corps  reviewed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
27,1865. — Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic;  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  to 
the  Department  of  the  East;  Maj.  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  to 
the  Middle  Department ;  Maj.  Gen.  Christopher  C.  Augur,  to  the 
Department  of  Washington;  and  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  to 
the  Department  of  Virginia. 
30, 1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army,  relimiuishes  command 
of  the  Military  Division  of  the  James. 


JANUAET  I-APEH  3,  1865.— The  Richmond  (Virginia)  Campaign.* 

Jan.  2, 1865. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Crawford,  U.  S.  Army,  in  temporary 

command  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Deveiis,  II.  S.  Army,  in  temporary  command 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
8, 1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  and  Army  of 
the  James,  vice  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  relieved. 
9, 1865. — Skirmish  near  Disputanta  Station. 
11, 1865. — Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  command  of 

the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
12,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  commau<l  of  the 

Ninth  Army  Corps. 
15,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  '■.ommand  of  the 

Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
17,  1865. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty,  U.  S.  Army,  in  temporary  com- 
mand of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps. 
23-24,  1865. — Action  at  Fort  Brady,  James  River. 

24,  1865. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,   U.  S.  Army,  in  temporai'y 

command  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

25,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Powhatan. 

27,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Army,  rcaunies  command 

of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
30,  1865. — Scout  to  Long  Bridge  and  Bottom's  Bridge. 
Feb.  2,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  John  6.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  conimaud  of  the 

Ninth  Army  Corps. 
5-7,  1865. — Battle   of  Hatcher's  Run  (otherwise  known  as  Dabney's  Mill, 
Armstrong's  Mill,  Eowauty  Creek,  and  Vaughan  Road). 
6,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
14,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  command  of 
the  Sixth  Army  Corps. 

*  Continued  from  Vols.  XL  and  XLII,  and,  in  addition  to  the  separate  events  here 
enumerated,  embracing  the  siege  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
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Mar.        -'5,  1>*65.— Assault  on  Fort  Stedman. 

Action  at  the  Watkius  House. 
Action  at  Fort  FishT. 
•'9   1865.— Engagement  at  Lewis'  Farm,  near  Gravelly  Run.* 

Skirmish  at  the  juuction  of  the  Quaker  and  Boydton  Roads." 
Skirmish  on  the  Vaughan  Road,  near  Hatcher's  Ruu.- 

30,  1865.— Skirmishes  on  the  line  of  Hatcher's  Ruu  and  Gravelly  Run.' 

Skirmish  near  Five  Forks.' 

31,  1865.— Engagement  at  the  White  Oak  Road,  or  White  Oak  Ridge. - 

Action  at  Hatcher's  Run,  or  Boydton  Road.* 
Action  at  Crow's  House.* 
Engagement  at  Diuwiddie  Court-House.' 
Apr.  1.  1865.— Battle  of  Five  Forks.* 

Skirmish  at  the  White  Oak  Road.  * 
•>  1865.— Engagement  at  Sutherland's  Station,  South  Side  Railroad.* 

Assault  upon  and  capture  of  fortified  lines  in  frout  of  Peters- 
burg.* 
Skirmish  at  Gravelly  Ford,  on  Hatcher's  Run.' 
Action  at  Scott's  Croas-Roads.  " 
3,  1865.— Occupation  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg  by  the  Union  forces." 

RBrORTS,  EXC.f 
No.    1.— Lieut.  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Armies  of  the  United 

States,  including  operations  March,  1864-May,  1865. 
No.  '.'.—Abstract  from  tri-monthly  returns,  showing  the  "present  for  duty  equipped," 
or  effective  strength  of  the  armies  operiiting  against  Riclimond,  under 
Lieut.  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  for  January  31,  February  28,  March  20, 
March  31,  and  April  10,  1865. 
No.  3.— Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  Forces  at  Hatcher's  Run  (otherwise 
known  as  Dabney's  Mill,  Armstrong's  Mill,  Rowanty  Creek,  and  Vaughan 
Road)  and  Fort  Stedman. 

No.    1. Itineraries  of  tho  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Sheridan's  Cavalry  Command,  and 

the  Army  of  the  James. 
No.    5.— Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, of  operations  February  5-7  and  March  25. 

No.    6. Bvt.  Col.  James  C.  Duanc,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  of  operations 

January  14-February  25. 
No.    7. — Bvt.  Lieut.   Col.  Nathaniel  Michler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Array,  of 

operations  March  11-18. 
No.    8. — Maj.  Frank  W.  Hess,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  operations  February 

5-7. 
No.    9. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Hen«y  L.  Abbot,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding Siege  Tr.iiii,  of  operations  January  1-March  31. 
No.  10. — Maj.    George    Ager,   First    Connecticut    Heavy    Artillery,   of   operations 

March  25. 
No.  11. — Capt.  Henry  H.  Pierce,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding 

Fort  Brady,  of  operations  January  23-25. 
No.  12. — Capt.  William  C.  Faxon,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding 

Fort  Emery,  of  operations  March  25. 
No.  13. — Lieut.  Henry  A.  Pratt,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,   commanding 
Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  of  operations  January  23-24. 

*  R('))ort8  of  events  subsequent  to  March  28  are  included  in  tho  Appomattox  Cam- 
paign, for  which  see  p.  557. 

tSeo  also  report  of  Surg.  Thomas  A.  McParlin,  p.  607;  of  Asst.  Surg.  Elias  J. 
Marsh,  p.  618;  and  of  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  Smart,  p.  692. 
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No.  14. — Lieut.  PYank  D.  Bangs,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding 
Battery  No.  5,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  15. — Lieut.  Henry  D.  Patterson,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding 
Fort  Morton,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  16. — Lieut.  Ebenezer  P.  Mason,  First  Connecticut  Heavy.Artillery,  commanding 
Battery  Sawyer,  of  operations  January  23-24. 

No.  17. — Lieut.  John  O'Brien,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  Bat- 
tery No.  4,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  18. — Lieut.  Eobert  Lewis,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  Com- 
pany L,  of  operations  Marcli  25. 

No.  19. — Lieut.  Azro  Drown,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  Bat- 
tery No.  9,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  20. — Lieut.  William  H.  H.  Bingham,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  21. — Lieut.  James  H.  Casey,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  22. — Lieut.  Charles  N.  Silliman,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding 
Battery  Spoftbrd,  of  operations  January  24. 

No.  23. — Lieat.  George  Booth,  Ninth  Battery  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  24. — Capt.  Joseph  W.  B.  AVright,  Fourteenth  Battery  Massachusetts  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  25. — Bvt.  Maj.  Christian  Woemer,  Third  Battery  New  Jersey  Light  ArtUlery, 
of  operations  March  25. 

No.  26. — Capt.  Samuel  A.  McClellan,  Battery  G,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  27. — Lieut.  Thomas  C.  Rice,  Battery  B,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  28. — Lieut.  Valentine  H.  Stone,  Batteries  C  and  I,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  29. — Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  A.  Humphreys,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Army 
Corps,  of  operations  February  5-11. 

No.  30. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of 
operations  February  5-7  and  March  25. 

No.  31. — Col.  George  W.  Scott,  Sixty-first  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  32. — Capt.  Patrick  H.  Bird,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  33. — Capt.  William  H.  Terwilliger,  Sixty-third  Now  York  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  34. — Lieut.  Col.  James  J.  Smith,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  35. — Cjipt.  John  Smith,  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations  March 
25. 

No.  36. — Col.  George  von  Schack,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  37. — Col.  Augustus  Funk,  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  operations  Marcli  23. 

No.  38. — Maj.  Jacob  Scheu,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  39. — Maj.  John  McE.  Hyde,  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  40. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Karples,  Fifty-second  New  York  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  41. — Lient.  Col.  Lewis  W.  Husk,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 
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No.  i'2. — Capt.  I.  Hart  Wilder,  Oue  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

No.  43. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  .John  Ramsey,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  commanding 
,  Fourth  Brigade,  of  operations  February  .5-7. 

No.  44. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Glenny,  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
February  5-7. 

No.  45. — Col.  William  M.  Mintzer,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations 
February  5-7. 

No.  46.— Lieut.   Col.   George  C.  Anderson,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  47.— Col.  St.  Clair  A.  Mulholland,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Ko.  48.— Capt.  Jauie.s  H.  Hamlin,  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  49.— Capt.  Alfred  A.  Rhinehart,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, of  operations  March  25. 

No.  .50.— Maj.  Seward  F.  Gould,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations 
February  5-7. 

No.  51. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smyth,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division, 
of  operations  February  5-11. 

No.  52. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays,  l^  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Divisi<ra,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  53. — Col.  William  A.  Olmsted,  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  54. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Spaulding,  Nineteenth  Maine  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-11. 

No.  55. — Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  Rice,  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7. 

No.  56. — Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  R.  Curtis,'  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7. 

No.  57. — Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  La  Point,  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations 
February  5-7 

No.  58. — Capt.  Frank  Houston,  First  Minnesota  Infantry,  of  operations  February 
5-11. 

No.  .59. — Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  .lewell,  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
February  5-7. 

No.  60. — Capt.  Charles  H.  Dygert,  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  .5-11. 

No.  61.— Col.  John  H.  Stover,  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, of  operations  February  .5-11. 

No.  62.- Lieut.  Col.  Clement  E.  Warner,  Thirty-.sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7. 

No.  63.— Col.  Mathew  Murphy,  One  hundred  and  eighty -second  New  York  Infantry 
(Sixty-ninth  National  Guard  Artillery),  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  operations  February  5. 

No.  64.— Col.  James  P.  Mclvor,  One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  65.— Lieut.  Col.  Francis  E.  Pierce,  One  hundred  and  eighth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  .5-7. 

No.  66.— Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  A.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  .5-11. 

No.  67.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Gershom  Mott,  IJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  68.— Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobriand,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
operations  February  5-9. 
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No.  69. — Capt.  John  W.  Shafer,  Twentieth  Indiana  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  70. — Col.  KussellB.  Shepherd,  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations  March35. 

No.  71. — Lieut.  Col.  Madison  M.  Cannon,  Fortieth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  72. — Capt.  James  McKenna,  Seventy-third  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  73. — Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  H.  Vincent,  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  74. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Weygant,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  New  York 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  75. — Capt.  Frederick  \V.  Lewis,  Ninety-uinth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  76. — Capt.  John  B.  Fite,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  77. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  West,  Seventeenth  Maine  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  78. — Brig.  Gen.  Byron  R.  Pierce,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  79. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  McAllister,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-6  and  March  25 

No.  80. — Capt.  James  F.  Mansfield,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  operations 
February  5-7. 

No.  81. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Rivers,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  82. — Col.  Francis  Price,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  February 
5-7  and  March  25. 

No.  83. — Maj.  Henry  Hartford,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  fVbru- 
ary  5-7  and  March  25-26. 

No.  84. — Lieut.  Col.  John  Schoonover,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations 
February  5. 

No.  85. — Capt.  Charles  F.  Gage,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  86. — Lieut.  Col.  Abram  L.  Lockwood,  One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  87. — Maj  Walter  F.  Scott,  One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York  Infantry,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  88. — Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Hazard,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manding Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7  and  March  25. 

No.  89. — Bvt.  Capt.  John  W.  Roder,  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations 
February  5-11. 

No.  90. — Lieut.  Edward  S.  Smith,  Fifteenth  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manding section  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations  Feb- 
ruary 6-11. 

No.  91. — Maj.  Gen.  (louvcmenr  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  «i' operations  February  5-7. 

No.  92. — Surg.  T.  liiish  Spencer,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director,  of  operations  Feb- 
ruary 5-April  30. 

No.  93. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Sickel,  One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7. 

No.  94. — Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Uo.  95. Col.  Allen  L.  Burr,  One  hundred  and  eighty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  of  operations  Februarj'  5-7. 

No.  96. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Edgar  M.  Gregory,  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 
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No.  97.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  Pearson,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylva- 
nia Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  98. — Capt.  George  E..  Abbott,  First  Battalion  Maine  Sharpshooters,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Ko.  99. — Lieut.  Col.  Walter  G.  Morrill,  Twentieth  Maine  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  100. — Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Cunningham,  Thirty-second  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Ko.  101. — Maj.  William  O.  Colt,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding 
Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  102. — Lieut.  Col.  Chauucey  P.  Rogers,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  103. — Lieut.  Col.  Eli  G.  Sellers,  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  101.— Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  O'Neill,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7  and  March  25. 

No.  10.">. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Romeyu  B.  Ayres,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Divis- 
ion ,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  106. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Winthrop,  Fifth  New  York  "Veteran  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Ko.  107. — Col.  Richard  N.  Bowerman,  Fourth  Marylandlnfantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  108. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Gwyn,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  109. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Morrow,  Twenty-fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade.  Third  Division,  of  operations  February  5-6. 

No.  110.— Col.  Thomas  F.  McCoy,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  6-9. 

No.  111.— Capt.  Aaron  Bright,  jr..  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-10. 

No.  112.- Col.  Thomas  F.  McCoy,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-6. 

No.  11^.— Maj.  Henry  J.  Sheafor,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  6-9. 

No.  114.— Lieut.  Col.  Horatio  N.  Warren,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-10. 

No.  115.— Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  H.  Fitzhugh,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  116.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division, 
Sixth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  February  5-8. 

No.  117.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  118.— C:ol.  Oliver  Edwards,  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  119.— Col.  James  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  120.-Li.-ut.  Col.  JohnG.  Parr,  Onehnndred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try, of  operations  March  25. 

No.  121. -Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy,  Second  Vermont  Infantry,  Second  Brigade  of 
operations  March  25.  °       ' 

No.  122.-Lieut.  Col.  Horace  W.  Floyd,  Third  Vermont  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
and  Fourth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  123.-Lieut.  Col.  Ronald  A.  Kennedy,  Fifth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  124.— Lieut.  Col.  Sumner  H.  Lincoln,  Sixth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 
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No.  125. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Hunsdon,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  126. — Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  127. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  128. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  C.  Hill,  Sixth  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations  March 
25. 

No.  129. — Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  130. — Bvt.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  131. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  M.  Comyn,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  In- 
fantry, of  operations  March  25. 

No.  132. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  W.  McKlnnie,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  133. — Maj.  William  G.  Williams,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry, 
commanding  Sixty -seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  March 
25. 

No.  134. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps,  of 
operations  Fehruary  5-7  and  March  25. 

No.  135. — Asst.  Surg.  Samuel  Adams,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector,  of  operations 
March  1-31. 

No.  136. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Divis- 
ion, of  operations  March  25. 

No.  137. — Bvt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade, of  operations  March  25. 

No.  138. — Capt.  Ira  L.  Evans,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  139. — Capt.  John  C.  Bonghton,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations  March 
25. 

No.  140. — Capt.  Albert  A.  Day,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  141. — Lieut.  Col.  Adolph  Becker,  Forty-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  142. — Lieut.  Col.  Martin  P.  Avery,  Sixtieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  143. — Maj.  Samuel  K.  Schwenk,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  144.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Napoleon  B.  McLaughlen,  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  145. — Bvt.  Col.  Gilbert  P.  Robinson,  Third  Maryland  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  146. — Capt.  Joseph  F.  Carter,  Third  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  147. — Capt.  John  F.  Bnrch,  Third  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  148. — Capt.  John  M.  Deane,  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25.    ' 

No.  149. — Lieut.  Col.  Julius  M.  Tucker,  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  150.— Maj.  Ezra  P.  Gould,  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  operations 
March  25. 

No.  151.— Maj.  George  M.  Randall,  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  152.— Maj.  Norman  J.  Maxwell,  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  153.— Maj.  Thomas  Mathews,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry  (Engineers),  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

No.  154.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  F.  Hartranft,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Divis- 
ion, of  operations  February  5-10  and  March  25. 
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No.  155. — Col.  Charles  W.  Diveu,  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade,  of  operation's  March  25. 

No.  156. — Lient.  Col.  William  H.  H.  McCall,  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

No.  157. — Lieut.  Col.  Mish  T.  Heintzelman,  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  158. — Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Frederick,  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  159. — Col.  Joseph  A.  Mathews,  Two  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  160.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Tidball,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  161. — Maj.  Theodore  Miller,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Inspector  of 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  162. — Capt.  Adelbert  B.  Twitchell,  Seventh  Battery  Maine  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  163. — Capt.  Edward  J.  Jones,  Eleventh  Battery  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 
of  operations  March  25. 

No.  164. — Capt.  Edward  W.  Rogers,  Nineteenth  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
of  operations  March  25. 

No.  165. — Capt.  John  B.  Eaton,  Twenty-seventh  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
of  operations  March  25. 

No.  166. — Bvt.  Maj.  Jacob  Roemer,  Thirty-fourth  Battery  New  York  Light  Artil- 
lery, of  operations  March  25. 

No.  167. — Capt.  John  R.  Cooper,  Eighth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding 
Battery  No.  15,  of  operations  March  25. 

No.  168. — Capt.  Samuel  H.  Rhoads,  Battery  D,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  March  25. 

No.  169.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Irvin  Gregg,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Second  Cavalry  Division,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  170.— Col.  Michael  Kerwiu,  Thirteenth  Penusylvauia  Cavalry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  171.— Col.  Samuel  B.  M.  Yonng,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  oi)erations 
February  5-7. 

No.  172.— Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Corric,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  operations 
February  5-7. 

No.  173.— Lieut.  Col.  John  K.  Robison,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7. 

No.  174.— Col.  Oliver  B.  Knowles,  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

No.  175.— Col.  Andrew  W.  Evans,  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  commanding  Third  Bri- 
gade, Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  James,  of  operations  January  30. 

No.  176.— Bvt.  Maj.  Peter  S.  Michie,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer,  Department  of 
Virginia,  of  operations  February  4-March  18. 

No.  177.— Lieut.  William  R.  King,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Chief 
Engineer,  of  operati<ms  January  1-31. 

No.  178.— Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  12,  1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Concress 
approved  March  3,  1863. 

No.  179.— General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, of  operations  February  5-8  and  March  25. 

No.  180.— Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

No.  181.— Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Army  Corps 
of  0]>eration8  February  6  and  March  25.  ' 

No.  182.— Col.  William  R.  Peck,  Louisiana  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 
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No.  1. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Oen.  Ulysses  8.  Orant,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Armies 
of  the  United  States,  including  operations  March,  1864-May,  1865. 

Headquaeters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  22, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  from  the  date  of  my  appoint- 
ment to  command  the  same: 

Prom  an  early  period  in  the  rebellion  I  had  been  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  active  and  continuous  operations  of  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  brought  into  the  field,  regardless  of  season  and  weather,  were 
necessary  to  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war.  The  resources  of  the 
enemy  and  his  numerical  strength  were  far  inferior  to  ours,  but  as  an 
offset  to  this  we  had  a  vast  territory,  with  a  population  hostile  to  the 
Government,  to  garrison,  and  long  lines  of  river  and  railroad  commu- 
nications to  protect,  to  enable  us  to  supply  the  operating  armies. 

The  armies  in  the  East  and  West  acted  independently  and  without 
concert,  like  a  balky  team,  no  two  ever  pulling  together,  enabling  the 
enemy  to  use  to  great  advantage  his  interior  lines  of  communication 
for  transporting  troops  from  east  to  west,  re-enforcing  the  army  most 
vigorously  pressed,  and  to  furlough  large  numbers,  during  seasons  of 
inactivity  on  our  part,  to  go  to  their  homes  and  do  the  work  of  produ- 
cing for  the  support  of  their  armies.  It  was  a  question  whether  our 
numerical  strength  and  resources  were  not  more  than  balanced  by 
these  disadvantages  and  the  enemy's  superior  position. 

From  the  first  I  was  firm  in  the  conviction  that  no  peace  could 
be  had  that  would  be  stable  and  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  the 
people,  both  North  and  South,  until  the  military  power  of  the  rebel- 
lion was  entirely  broken.  I  therefore  determined,  first,  to  use  the 
greatest  number  of  troops  practicable  against  the  armed  force  of 
the  enemy,  preventing  him  from  using  the  same  force  at  difierent 
seasons  against  first  one  and  then  another  of  our  armies,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  repose  for  refitting  and  producing  necessary  supplies  for 
carrying  on  resistance;  second,  to  hammer  continuously  against  the 
armed  force  of  the  enemy  and  his  resources  until,  by  mere  attrition,  if 
in  no  other  way,  there  should  be  nothing  left  to  him  but  an  equal  sub- 
mission with  the  loyal  section  of  our  common  country  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  land.  These  views  have  been  kept  constantly  in 
mind,  and  orders  given  and  campaigns  made  to  carry  them  out. 
Whether  they  might  have  been  better  in  conception  and  exe<jution  is  for 
the  people,  who  mourn  the  loss  of  friends  fallen,  and  who  have  to  pay 
the  pecuniary  cost,  to  say.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  what  I  have  done 
has  been  done  conscientiously,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  in  what  I 
conceived  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  country. 

At  the  date  when  this  report  begins  the  situation  of  the  contending 
forces  was  about  as  follows:  The  Mississippi  River  was  strongly  garri- 
soned by  Federal  troops  from  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  to  its  mouth.  The  line 
of  the  Arkansas  was  also  held,  thus  giving  us  armed  possession  of  all 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  north  of  that  stream.  A  few  points  in 
Southern  Louisiana,  not  remote  from  the  river,  were  held  by  us, 
together  with  a  small  garrison  at  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  All  the  balance  of  the  vast  territory  of  Arkansas,  Louisi- 
ana, and  Texas  was  in  the  almost  undisputed  possession  of  the  enemy, 
with  an  army  of  probably  not  less  than  80,000  effective  men  that  could 
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have  been  brought  into  the  flehl  had  there  been  sufficient  opposition  to 
have  brought  them  out.  Tlie  let-alone  policy  had  demoralized  this 
force,  so  that  probably  but  little  more  than  oue-half  of  it  was  ever  pres- 
ent in  garrison  at  any  one  time.  But  the  one-half,  or  40,000  men,  with 
the  bands  of  guerrillas  scattered  through  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  along 
the  Mississippi  Eiver,  and  the  disloyal  character  of  much  of  the  popu- 
lation, compelled  the  use  of  a  large  number  of  troops  to  keep  navigation 
open  on  the  river  and  to  protect  the  loyal  people  to  the  west  of  it.  To  the 
east  of  the  Mississippi  we  held  substantially  with  the  line  of  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Holston  Eivers,  running  eastward  to  include  nearly  all  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee.  South  of  Chattanooga  a  small  foothold  had 
been  obtained  in  Georgia,  sufScient  to  protect  East  Tennessee  from 
incursions  from  the  enemy's  force  at  Dalton,  Ga.  West  Virginia  was 
substantially  within  our  lines.  Virginia,  with  the  exception  of  the 
northern  border,  the  Potomac  River,  a  small  area  about  the  mouth  of 
James  River  covered  by  the  troops  at  JTorfblk  and  Fort  Monroe,  and 
the  territory  covered  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  lying  along  the  Rap- 
idan,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  Along  the  sea-coast  footholds 
had  been  obtained  at  Plymouth,  Washington,  and  New  Berne,  in  North 
Carolina;  Beaufort,  Folly  and  Morris  Islands,  Hilton  Head,  Fort 
Pulaski,  and  Port  Royal,  in  South  Carolina;  Fernandina  and  Saint 
Augustine,  in  Florida.  Key  West  and  Pensacola  were  also  in  our  pos- 
session, while  all  the  important  ports  were  blockaded  by  the  Navy.  The 
accompanying  map,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  General  Sherman  and 
other  commanders  in  March,  1864,  shows  by  red  lines  the  territory  occu- 
pied by  us  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion  and  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  of  1864,  while  those  in  blue  are  the  lines  which  it  was  proposed 
to  occupy.* 

Behind  the  Union  lines  there  were  many  bands  of  guerrillas  and  a 
large  population  disloyal  to  the  Government,  making  it  necessary  to 
guard  every  foot  of  road  or  river,  used  in  supplying  our  armies.    In 

"  The  map  referred  to  is  Colton's  New  Guide  Map  of  tlio  IJuited  States  and 
Canada,  edition  of  1863,  and  is  marked  in  pencil  as  follows : 

First.  Red  line  along  tlie  Potomac,  from  its  mouth  to  Williamsport;  thence  along 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  to  Oakland;  thence,  via  Elizabethtown,  to  Ceredo 
Versailles,  and  Krandeubiirg,  and  along  the  Ohio  River  to  Cairo ;  thence  up  the 
Mississippi  to  vicinity  of  Saint  Louis,  up  the  Missouri  to  the  Kansas  line,  and  thence 
in  sonthwcsterly  direction  into  Indian  Territory. 

Second.  Red  line  along  the  Rappahannock,  from  its  mouth  to  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion; thence,  via  Madison  Court-House  and  Manassas  Gap,  to  Winchester ;  thence 
southwest  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Guyandotte,  and  along  the  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains to  vicinity  of  the  Tennessee  line;  thence  south  to  the  Smoky  Mountains • 
thence  through  Tunnel  Hill,  Guntersville,  and  Corinth,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  and  thence 
along  the  railroad  to  Lake  Ponchartraiu  and  along  the  Gulf  shore  to  Pascagoula 

Third.  Red  line  from  Vermillion  Bay  to  Bayou  Bartholomew,  in  Drew  County 
Ark.,  and  thence  northwesterly  into  Indian  Territory. 

Fourth.  Red  line  about  Pensacola  and  along  Santa  Rosa  Island. 

Fifth.  Red  line  about  Jacksonville  and  Fernandina,  Fla. 

Sixth.  Red  line  along  the  coast  from  Savannah  to  Charleston. 

Seventh.  Rod  line  from  Federal  Point,  along  the  coast,  to  New  River  Inlet  N  C  • 
thence,  via  Pollocksville,  Washington,  Plymouth,  and  Suffolk,  to  Saluda  v'a  and 
thence,  via  Gloucester  Court-House,  to  the  Chesai)eake  Bay.  ' 

Eighth.  Blue  line  from  Saluda,  Va.,  via  Richmond  and  the  James  River  to  Lynch 
burg;  thence,  via  Liberty,  to  the  Blue  Kidge,  and  along  there  and  the  Smoky  Moun- 
tains to  connect  with  red  line  No.  2. 

Ninth.  Blue  line  from  Ni;w  Berne  to  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Tenth.  Blue  line  from  Tunnel  Hill  to  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Eleventh.  Blue  line  from  Atlanta,  via  Milledgeville,  to  Savannah. 

Twelfth.  Blue  line  from  Atlanta,  via  Montgomery  and  Selma,  to  Mobile 

Thirteenth.  Blue  line  from  Sabina  Pass  to  Shreveport,  La.,  and  thence  north 
westerly  into  the  Indian  Territory. 
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the  South  a  reign  of  military  despotism  prevailed,  which  made  every 
man  and  boy  capable  of  bearing  arms  a  soldier,  and  those  who  could 
not  bear  arms  in  the  field  acted  as  provosts  for  collecting  deserters  and 
returning  them.  This  enabled  the  enemy  to  bring  almost  his  entire 
strength  into  the  field. 

The  enemy  had  concentrated  the  bulk  of  his  forces  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi into  two  armies,  commanded  by  Generals  R.  E.  Lee  and  J.  E. 
Johnston,  his  ablest  and  best  generals.  The  army  commanded  by  Lee 
occupied  the  south  bank  of  the  Rapidan,  extending  from  Mine  Run 
westAvard,  strongly  intrenched,  covering  and  defending  Richmond,  the 
rebel  capital,  against  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  army  under  John- 
ston occupied  a  strongly  intrenched  position  at  Dalton,  Ga.,  covering 
and  defending  Atlanta,  Ga.,  a  place  of  great  importance  as  a  railroad 
center,  against  the  armies  under  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  armies,  he  had  a  large  cavalry  force  under  Forrest  in  North- 
east Mississippi ;  a  considerable  force  of  all  arms  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  and  in  the  western  part  of  Virginia  and  extreme  eastern  part  of 
Tennessee,  and  also  confronting  our  sea-coast  garrisons  and  holding 
blockaded  ports  where  we  had  no  foothold  upon  land.  These  two  armies, 
and  the  cities  covered  and  defended  by  them,  were  the  main  objective 
points  of  the  campaign. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  who  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  all  the  armies  and  ter- 
ritory east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  AUeghanies,  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Arkansas,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  had  the  immediate  command 
of  the  armies  operating  against  Johnston. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade  had  the  immediate  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  from  where  I  exercised  general  supervision  of  the  move- 
ments of  all  our  armies. 

General  Sherman  was  instructed*  to  move  against  Johnston's  army," 
to  break  it  up,  and  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  enemy's  country  as  far 
as  he  could,  inflicting  all  the  damage  he  could  upon  their  war  resources; 
if  the  enemy  in  his  front  showed  signs  of  joining  Lee,  to  follow  him  up 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  ability,  while  I  would  prevent  the  concentration 
of  Lee  upon  him  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to 
do  so.  More  specific  written  instnictions  were  not  given,  for  the  reason 
that  I  had  talked  over  with  him  the  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  was 
satisfied  that  he  understood  them  and  would  execute  them  to  the  fullest 
extent  possible. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  then  on  an  expedition  up  Red  River  against 
Shreveport,  La.  (which  had  been  organized  previous  to  my  appointment 
to  command),  was  notified  by  me  on  the  15th  of  March  of  the  impor- 
tance it  was  that  Shreveport  should  be  taken  at  the  earliest  jwssible 
day,  and  that  if  he  found  that  the  taking  of  it  would  occupy  from  ten 
to  fifteen  days'  more  time  than  General  Sherman  had  given  his  troops 
to  be  absent  from  their  command,  he  would  send  them  back  at  the  time 
specified  by  General  Sherman,  even  if  it  led  to  the  abandonment  of 
the  main  object  of  the  Red  River  expedition,  for  this  force  was  neces- 
sary to  movements  east  of  the  Mississippi ;  that  should  his  expedition 
prove  successful,  he  would  hold  Shreveport  and  the  Red  River  with  such 
force  as  he  might  deem  necessary,  and  return  the  balance  of  his  troops 
to  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  commencing  no  move  for  the  iur- 
ther  acquisition  of  territory  unless  it  was  to  make  that  then  held  by 
him  more  easily  held;  that  it  might  be  a  part  of  the  spring  campaign 
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14  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVin. 

to  move  against  Mobile;  that  it  certainly  would  be  if  troops  euongli 
could  be  obtained  to  make  it  without  embarFassing  other  movemeuts; 
that  New  Orleans  would  be  the  point  of  departure  for  such  an  expedi- 
tion ;  also,  that  I  had  directed  General  Steele  to  make  a  real  move  from 
Arkansas,  as  suggested  by  him  (General  Banks),  instead  of  a  demonstra- 
tion, as  Steele  thought  advisable. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  notification  and 
directions,  he  was  instructed  as  follows : 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks: 

First.  If  snccessful  in  your  expedition  against  Shreveport,  that  you  turn  over  the 
defense  of  the  Red  Kiver  to  General  Steele  and  the  navy. 

Second.  That  you  abandon  Texas  entirely,  ATith  the  exception  of  your  hold  upon 
the  Eio  Grande.  This  can  be  held  with  4,000  men,  if  they  will  turn  their  attention 
immediately  to  fortifying  their  positions.  At  least  one-half  of  the  force  required 
for  this  service  might  be  taken  from  the  colored  troops. 

Third.  By  properly  fortifying  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  the  force  to  guard  it  from 
Port  Hudson  to  New  Orleans  can  be  reduced  to  10,000  men,  if  not  to  a  less  number. 
Six  thousand  more  wouldthenholdall  therestof  the  territory  necessary  to  hold  until 
active  operations  can  again  be  resumed  west  of  the  river.  According  to  your  last 
returns,  this  would  give  you  a  force  of  over  30.000  effective  men  with  which  to  move 
against  Mobile.  To  this  1  expect  to  add  5,000  men  from  Missouri.  If,  however,  you 
think  the  force  here  stated  too  small  to  hold  the  territory  regarded  as  necessary  to  hold 
possession  of,  I  would  say  concentrate  at  least  25,000  men  of  your  present  command 
for  operations  against  Mol>ile.  With  these,  and  such  additions  as  I  can  give  yon 
from  elsewhere,  lose  no  time  in  making  a  demonstration,  to  be  followed  by  an  attack 
ujion  Mobile.  Two  or  more  iron-clads  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  Admiral  Farragut. 
This  gives  him  a  strong  naval  fleet  with  which  to  co-operate.  You  can  make  your 
own  arrangements  with  the  admiral  for  his  co-operation,  and  select  your  own  line  of 
approach.  My  own  idea  of  the  matter  is  that  Pascagoula  should  be  your  base ;  but, 
from  your  long  service  in  the  Gulf  Department,  you  will  know  best  about  the  mat- 
ter. It  is  intended  that  your  movements  shall  be  co-operative  with  movements 
elsewhere,  and  you  cannot  now  start  too  soon.  All  I  would  now  add  is  that  you 
commence  the  concentration  of  your  forces  at  once.  Preserve  a  profound  secrecy 
of  what  you  intend  doing,  and  start  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieuienant-General. 

Major-General  Meade  was  instructed*  that  Lee's  army  would  be  his 
objective  poin  t ;  that  wherever  Lee  went  he  woul  d  go  also.  For  his  move- 
ment two  plans  presented  themselves:  One  to  cross  the  Bapidan  below 
Lee,  moving  by  his  right  flank ;  the  other  above,  moving  by  his  left. 
Each  presented  advantages  over  the  other  with  corresponding  objec- 
tions. By  crossing  above,  Lee  would  be  cut  off  from  all  chance  of 
ignoring  Eichmond  or  going  north  on  a  raid.  But  if  we  took  this  route, 
all  we  did  would  have  to  be  done  while  the  rations  we  started  with 
held  out;  besides,  it  separated  us  from  Butler,  so  that  he  could  not  be 
directed  how  to  co-operate.  If  we  took  the  other  route,  Brandy  Station 
could  be  used  as  a  base  of  supplies  until  another  was  secured  on  the 
York  or  James  Rivers.  Of  these,  however,  it  was  decided  to  take  the 
lower  route. 

The  following  letter  of  instruction  was  addressed  to  Mai.  Gen.  B.  F 
Butler: 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  s,  1S64 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler:  .         >     i-         ,  -"om- 

General:  In  the  spring  campaign,  which  it  is  desirable  shall  commence  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable,  it  is  proposed  to  have  co-operative  action  of  all  the  armies 
in  the  field,  as  far  as  this  object  can  be  accomplished. 

It  will  not  be  possible  to  unite  o<ir  armies  into  two  or  three  large  ones  to  act  as 
so  many  units,  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  holding  on  to  the  territory  already 
taken  from  the  enemy.     But,  generally  speaking,  concentration  can  be  practically 

*See  Vol.  XXXin,p.  827.  ' 
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effected  by  armies  moving  to  the  interior  of  the  enemy's  country  from  >tlie  pvxitcfty 
they  have  to  guard.  By  such  movements  they  interpose  themselves  between  the 
enemy  and  the  country  to  be  guarded,  thereby  reducing  tlio  unuiber  necessiiry  to 
guard  important  points,  or  at  least  occupy  the  attention  »f  a  j)art  of  the  enemy's 
force,  if  no  greatei  object  is  gained.  Lee's  aruiy  and  Kichmond  being  the  greater 
objects  toward  wliich  our  attention  must  be  directed  in  tlie  next  campaign,  it  is 
desirable  to  nuite  all  the  force  we  can  against  them.  Tlie  necessity  of  covering 
Washington  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  covering  your  department  with 
your  army,  makes  it  impossible  to  unite  these  forces  at  the  beginning  of  any  move. 
I  propose,  therefore,  what  comes  nearest  this  of  anything  that  seems  practical :  The 
Army  of  the  Potomac  will  act  from  its  present  base,  Lee's  army  being  the  objective 
point.  You  will  collect  all  the  forces  from  your  command  that  can  be  spared  from 
garrison  duty— I  should  say  not  less  than  20,000  effective  men— to  operate  on  the 
south  side  of  James  Kiver,  Richmond  being  your  objective  point.  To  the  force  you 
already  have  will  be  added  about  10,000  men  from  South  Carolina,  nnderMajor-General 
Gilluiore,  who  will  command  them  in  person.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  is  ordered  to 
report  to  yon,  to  command  the  troops  sent  into  the  field  from  yonr  own  department. 
General  Gillmore  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Fortress  Monroe,  with  all  the 
tioops  on  transports,  by  the  18th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 
Should  you  not  receive  notice  by  that  time  to  move,  you  will  mako  such  disposition 
of  tbem  and  your  other  forces  as  you  may  deem  best  calculated  to  deceive  the  enemy 
as  to  the  real  move  to  be  made. 

When  yon  are  notified  to  move,  take  City  Point  with  as  much  force  as  possible. 
Fortify,  or  rather  intrench,  at  once,  and  concentrate  all  your  troops  for  the  field 
there  as  rapidly  as  you  can.  From  City  Point  directions  cannot  begiven  at  this  time 
for  your  further  movements. 

The  fact  that  has  already  been  stated — that  is,  that  Richmond  is  to  be  your  object- 
ive point,  and  that  there  is  to  be  co-operation  between  yonr  force  and  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac— must  be  your  guide.  "This  indicates  the  necessity  of  your  holding 
close  to  the  south  bank  of  the  James  Kiver  as  you  advance.  Then,  should  the  enemy 
be  forced  into  his  intreuchments  in  Richmond,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  fol- 
low, and  by  means  of  transports  the  two  armies  would  become  a  unit. 

All  the  minor  details  of  your  advance  are  left  entirely  to  your  direction.  If,  how- 
ever, you  think  it  practicable  to  use  your  cavalry  south  of  you,  so  as  to  cut  the  r.iil- 
road  about  Hicksford  about  the  time  of  the  general  advance,  it  would  be  of  immense 
advantage. 

Yon  will  please  forward  for  my  information,  at  the  earliest  practicable  day,  all 
orders,  details,  and  instructions  you  may  give  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

lAeutenanl-General. 

On  the  16th  these  instructions  were  substantially  reiterated.*  On 
the  19th  [18thf|,  in  order  to  secure  full  co-operation  between  his  army 
and  that  of  General  Meade,  he  was  informed  that  1  expected  him  to 
move  from  Fort  Monroe  the  same  day  that  (ieneral  Meade  moved  from 
Oulpeper.  The  exact  time  1  was  to  telegraph  him  as  soon  as  it  was 
fi.xed,  and  that  it  would  not  be  earlier  than  the  27th  of  April;  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  fight  Lee  between  Culpeper  and  Kichmond  if  he 
would  stand;  should  he,  however,  fall  back  into  Kichmond,  I  would 
Killow  up  and  make  a. junction  with  his  (General  Butler's)  army  on  the 
James  Kiver;  that,  coiild  I  be  certain  he  would  be  able  to  invest  Kicli 
monxi  on  the  south  side,  so  as  to  have  his  left  resting  on  the  James  above 
tlie  city,  I  would  form  the  junction  there;  that  circumstances  might 
make  this  course  advisable  anj'how;  that  he  should  use  every  exer- 
tion to  secure  footing  as  iar  up  the  south  side  of  the  river  as  he  could, 
and  as  soon  as  jiossible  after  the  receijit  of  orders  to  move;  that  if  he 
could  not  can  y  the  city,  he  should  at  least  detain  as  large  a  force  there 
as  possible.  In  co  operation  with  the  main  movements  against  Lee  and 
.Johnston  I  was  desirous  of  using  all  other  troops  necessarily  kept  in 
departments  remote  from  the  fields  of  immediate  operations,  and  also 
those  kept  in  the  background  for  the  protection  of  our  extended  lines 
between  the  loyal  States  and  the  armies  operating  against  them. 

■""  '~SeeVol.  XXXIIlTprsSuT  ~~~ 

t  See  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  904. 


16  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     [Chap.  LVni. 

A  Tery  considerable  force,  under  coinmand  of  Major  General  Sigel, 
Avas  so  held  for  the  protection  of  West  Virginia  and  the  frontiers  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  While  these  troops  could  not  be  with- 
drawn to  distant  fields  without  exposing  the  North  to  invasion  by  com- 
paratively small  bodies  of  the  enemy,  they  could  act  directly  to  their 
front  and  give  better  protection  than  if  lying  idle  in  garrison.  By  such 
movement  they  would  either  compel  the  enemy  to  detach  largely  for 
the  protection  of  his  supplies  and  lines  of  communication  or  lie  would 
lose  them. 

General  Sigel  was  therefore  directed  to  organize  all  his  available 
force  into  two  expeditions,  to  move  from  Beverly  and  Charleston,  under 
command  of  Generals  Ord  and  Crook,  against  the  East  Tennessee  and 
Virginia  Eailroad.  Subsequently,  General  Ord  having  been  relieved  at 
his  own  request.  General  Sigel  was  instructed,  at  his  own  suggestion, 
to  give  up  the  expedition  by  Beverly  and  to  form  two  columns — one 
under  General  Crook,  on  the  Kanawha,  numbering  about  10,00(Fmen, 
and  one  on  the  Shenandoah,  numbering  about  7,000  men.  The  one  on 
the  Shenandoah  to  assemble  between  Cumberland  and  the  Shenandoah, 
and  the  infantry  and  artillery  advanced  to  Cedar  Creek,  with  such  cav- 
alry as  could  be  made  available  at  the  moment,  to  threaten  the  enemy 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  advance  as  far  as  possible;  Avhile  Gen- 
eral Crook  would  take  possession  of  Lewisburg  with  part  of  his  force 
and  move  down  the  Tennessee  railroad,  doing  as  much  damage  as  he 
could,  destroying  the  New  Eiver  bridge  and  the  salt-works  at  Saltville, 
Va.* 

Owing  to  the  weather  and  bad  condition  of  the  roads  operations  were 
delayed  until  the  1st  of  May,  when,  everything  being  in  readiness  and 
the  roads  favorable,  orders  were  given  for  a  general  movement  of  all 
tlie  armies  not  later  than  the  4th  of  May.  My  first  object  being  to 
break  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion  and  capture  the  enemy's 
important  strongholds,  made  me  desirous  that  General  Butler  should 
succeed  in  his  movement  against  Kichmond,  as  that  would  tend  more 
than  anything  else,  unless  it  were  the  capture  of  Lee's  army,  to  accom- 
plish this  desired  result  in  the  East.  If  lie  failed,  it  was  my  determi- 
nation, by  hard  fighting,  either  to  comi)el  Lee  to  retreat  or  to  so  cripple 
him  that  he  could  not  detach  a  large  force  to  go  north  and  still  retain 
enough  for  the  defense  of  Eichmond.  It  was  well  understood  by  both 
Generals  Butler  and  Meade  before  starting  on  the  campaign  that  it  was 
my  intention  to  put  both  their  armies  south  of  the  James  Eiver  in  case 
of  failure  to  destroy  Lee  without  it. 

Before  giving  General  Butler  his  instructions  I  visited  him  at  Fort 
Monroe,  and  in  conversation  pointed  out  the  apparent  importance  of 
getting  possession  of  Petersburg  and  destroying  railroad  communica- 
tion as  far  south  as  possible.  Believing,  however,  in  the  practicability 
of  capturing  Eichmond,  unless  it  was  re-enforced,  I  made  that  the 
objective  point  of  his  operations.  As  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  to 
move  simultaneously  with  him,  Lee  could  not  detach  from  his  army 
with  safety,  and  the  enemy  did  not  have  troops  elsewhere  to  bring  to 
the  defense  of  the  city  in  time  to  meet  a  rapid  movement  from  the  north 
of  James  Eiver. 

I  may  here  state  that,  commanding  all  the  armies  as  I  did,  I  tried, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  leave  General  Meade  in  independent  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  My  instructions  for  that  army  were  all 
through  him,  and  were  general  in  their  nature,  leaving  all  the  details 

'  See  Vol.  XXXiri,  pp.  874,  901,  and  911. 
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and  the  execution  to  him.  The  campaigns  that  followed  proved  him  to 
be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  His  commanding  always  in  the 
presence  of  an  officer  superior  to  him  in  rank  has  drawn  from  him  much 
of  that  public  attention  that  his  zeal  and  ability  entitle  him  to,  and 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  received. 

The  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  commenced  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  May,  under  the  immediate  direction  and  orders 
of  Major-General  Meade,  pursuant  to  instructions.  Before  night  the 
whole  army  was  across  the  Eapidan  (the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  crossing 
at  Gennanna  Ford,  and  the  Second  Corps  at  United  States  [Ely's] 
Ford,  the  cavalry,  under  Major-General  Sheridan,  moving  in  advance), 
with  the  greater  part  of  its  trains,  numbering  about  4,000  wagons, 
meeting  with  but  slight  opposition.  The  average  distance  traveled  by 
the  troops  that  day  was  about  twelve  miles.  This  I  regarded  as  a  great 
success,  and  it  removed  from  my  mind  the  most  serious  apprehensions 
I  had  entertained,  that  of  crossing  the  river  in  the  face  of  an  active, 
large,  well-appointed,  and  ably  commanded  army,  and  how  so  large  a 
train  was  to  be  carried  through  a  hostile  country  and  protected.  Early 
on  the  5th  the  advance  corps  (the  Fifth,  Maj.  Gen.  G,  K.  Warren  com- 
manding) met  and  engaged  the  enemy  outside  his  intrenchments  near 
Mine  Run.  The  battle  raged  furiously  all  day,  the  whole  army  being 
brought  into  the  iight  as  fast  as  the  corps  could  be  got  upon  the  field, 
wnich,  considering  the  density  of  the  forest  and  narrowness  of  the 
roads,  was  done  with  commendable  promptness. 

General  Burnside,  with  the  Ninth  Corps,  was,  at  the  time  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  moved,  left  with  the  bulk  of  his  corps  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Kappahannock  Biver  and  Alexandria  railroad,  holding  the  road 
back  to  Bull  Bun,  with  instructions  not  to  move  until  he  received  notice 
that  a  crossing  of  the  Bapidan  was  secured,  but  to  move  promptly 
as  soon  as  such  notice  was  received.  This  crossing  he  was  apprised 
of  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th.  By  6  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  6th 
he  was  leading  his  corps  into  action  near  the  Wilderness  Tavern,  some 
of  his  troops  having  marched  a  distance  of  over  thirty  miles,  crossing 
both  the  Bappahannock  atid  Bapidan  Bivers.  Considering  that  a 
large  proportion  (probably  two-thirds)  of  his  command  was  composed 
of  new  troops,  unaccustomed  to  marches  and  carrying  the  accouterments 
of  a  soldier,  this  was  a  remarkable  march. 

The  battle  of  the  Wilderness  was  renewed  by  us  at  5  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  and  continued  with  unabated  fury  antil  darkness 
set  in,  each  army  holding  substantially  the  same  position  that  they 
had  on  the  evening  of  the  5th.  After  dark  the  enemy  made  a  feeble 
attempt  to  turn  our  right  flank,  capturing  several  hundred  prisoners 
and  creating  considerable  confusion.  But  the  promptness  of  General 
Sedgwick,  who  was  personally  present  and  commanded  that  part  of 
our  line,  soon  reformed  it  and  restored  order.  On  the  morning  of 
the  7th  reconnaissances  showed  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  behind  his 
intrenched  lines,  with  pickets  to  the  front,  covering  a  part  of  the 
battle-field.  From  this  it  was  evident  to  my  mind  that  the  two  days' 
fighting  had  satisfied  him  of  his  inability  to  further  maintaiji  the 
contest  in  the  open  field,  notwithstanding  his  advantage  of  position, 
and  that  he  would  await  an  attack  behind  his  works.  I  therefore 
determined  to  push  on  and  put  my  whole  force  between  him  and  Bich< 
mond,  and  orders  were  at  once  issued  for  a  movement  by  his  right 
flank.  On  the  night  of  the  7th  the  march  was  commenced  toward  Spot- 
sylvania Court-House,  the  Fifth  Corps  moving  on  the  most  direct  road. 
But  the  enemy  having  become  apprised  of  our  movement,  and  having 
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the  shorter  line,  was  enabled  to  reach  there  first.  On  the  8th  General 
Warren  met  a  force  of  the  enemy  which  had  been  sent  out  to  oppose 
and  delay  his  advance,  to  gain  time  to  fortify  the  line  taken  up  at 
Spotsylvania.  This  force  was  steadily  driven  back  on  the  main  force, 
within  the  recently  constructed  works,  after  considerable  fighting, 
resulting  in  severe  loss  to  both  sides.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th 
General  Sheridan  started  on  a  raid  against  the  enemy's  lines  of  com- 
munication with  Richmond.  The  9th,  10th,  and  11th  were  spent  in 
maneuvering  and  fighting,  without  decisive  results.  Among  the  killed 
on  the  9th  was  that  able  and  distinguished  soldier,  Maj.  Gen.  John 
Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  Maj.  Gen.  H.  G. 
Wright  succeeded  him  iu  command.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th 
a  general  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy  in  position.  The  Second 
Corps,  Major-General  Hancock  commanding,  carried  a  salient  of  his 
line,  capturing  most  of  Johnson's  division,  of  Ewell's  corps,  and  twenty 
pieces  of  artillery.  But  the  resistance  was  so  obstinate  that  the  ad- 
vantage gained  did  not  prove  decisive.  The  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th, 
17th,  and  18th  were  consumed  in  maneuvering  and  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  re-enforcements  from  Washington,  Deeming  it  impracticable  to 
make  any  further  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Spotsylvania  Court-House, 
orders  were  issued  on  the  18th  with  a  view  to  a  movement  to  the 
North  Anna,  to  commence  at  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th.  Late 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  Ewell's  corps  came  out  of  its  works  on  our 
extreme  right  flank,  but  the  attack  was  promptly  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.  This  delayed  the  movement  to  the  North  Anna  until  the  night  of 
the  21st,  when  it  was  commenced.  But  tlie  enemy,  again  having  the 
shorter  line  and  being  in  possession  of  the  main  roads,  was  enabled  to 
reach  the  Forth  Anna  in  advance  of  us,  and  took  position  behind  it. 
The  Fifth  Corps  reached  the  North  Anna  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d, 
closely  followed  by  the  Sixth  Corps.  The  Second  and  Ninth  Corps 
got  up  about  the  same  time,  the  Second  holding  the  railroad  bridge 
and  the  Ninth  lying  between  that  and  Jericho  Ford.  General  War- 
ren eflected  a  crossing  the  same  afternoon,  and  got  a  position  without 
luuch  opposition.  Soon  after  getting  into  position  he  was  violently 
attacketl,  but  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great  slaughter.  On  the  25th 
General  Sheridan  rejoined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  raid  on 
which  he  started  from  Spotsylvania,  having  destroyed  the  depots  at 
Beaver  Dam  and  Ashland  Stations,  four  trains  of  cars,  large  supplies 
of  rations,  and  many  miles  of  railroad  track;  recaptured  about  400  of 
our  men  on  their  way  to  Richmond  as  prisoners  of  war;  met  -and 
defeated  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Yellow  Tavern;  carried  the  first  line 
of  works  around  Richmond,  but  finding  the  second  line  too  strong  to 
be  carried  by  assault,  recrossed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahom- 
iny  at  Meadow  Bridge,  under  heavy  fire,  and  moved  by  a  detour  to 
Haxall's  Landing,  on  the  James  River,  where  he  communicated  with 
General  Butler.  This  raid  had  the  effect  of  drawing  off  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  force,  making  it  comparatively  easy  to  guard  our 
trains. 

General  Butler  moved  his  main  force  up  the  James  River,  in  pur- 
suance of  instructions,  on  the  4th  of  May,  General  Gillmore  haviu"- 
joined  him  with  the  Tenth  Corps.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  a  force  of 
1,800  cavalry,  by  way  of  West  Point,  to  form  a  junction  with  him 
wherever  he  might  get  a  foothold,  and  a  force  of  3,000  cavalry  under 
General  Kautz,  from  Suffolk,  to  operate  against  the  roads  south  of 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.  On  the  5th  he  occupied,  without  opposi- 
tion, both  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hiuidred,  his  movement  being  a 
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complete  surprise.  On  the  6tli  he  was  in  position  with  his  main  army 
and  commenced  intrenching.  On  the  7th  he  made  a  reconnaissance 
against  the  Petersburg  and  Eichmond  Railroad,  destroying  a  portion 
of  it  after  some  fighting.    On  the  9th  he  telegraphed  as  follows : 

Headquarters, 
Near  Bermuda  Landing,  May  9, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stamtox, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Our  operations  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  With  1,700  cavalry  we  have 
vivanced  up  the  Peninsula,  forced  the  Chickahominy,and  have  safely  broujrhtthem 
to  our  present  position.  These  were  colored  cavalry,  and  are  now  holding  our 
advance  pickets  toward  Kichmond.  General  Kantz,  with  3,000  cavalry  from  Suifolk, 
on  the  same  day  mth  our  movement  up  .James  Biver,  forced  the  lilackwater,  burned 
the  railroad  bridge  at  Stony  Creek,  below  Petersburg,  cutting  in  two  Beauregard's 
force  at  that  point.  AVe  have  landed  here,  intrenched  ourselves,  destroyed  many 
miles  of  railroad,  and  got  a  position  which,  with  proper  Hupplies,  we  can  hold  out 
against  tho  whole  of  Lee's  army.  I  have  ordered  up  the  supplies.  Beauregard  with 
a  large  portion  of  his  force  was  left  south  by  the  cutting  of  the  railroads  by  Kautz. 
That  portion  which  reached  Petersburg  under  Hill  I  have  whipped  to-day,  killing 
and  wounding  many  and  taking  many  prisoners,  after  a  severe  and  well-contested 
fight.  General  Grant  will  not  be  troubled  with  any  further  re-enforcements  to  Lee 
&om  Beauregard's  force.  , 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  and  morning  of  the  14th  he  carried  a 
I)ortion  of  the  enemy's  first  line  of  defenses  at  Drewry's  Bluft",  or  Port 
Barling,  with  small  loss.  The  time  thus  consumed  from  the  6th  lost  to 
us  the  benefit  of  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg, 
enabling,  as  it  did,  Beauregard  to  collect  his  loose  forces  in  North  and 
South  Carolina,  and  bring  them  to  the  defense  of  those  places.  On  the 
16th  the  enemy  attacked  General  Butler  in  his  position  in  front  of 
Drewry's  Bluff.  He  was  forced  back,  or  drew  back,  into  his  intrench- 
ments  between  the  forks  of  the  James  and  Appomattox  Rivers,  the 
enemy  intrenching  strongly  in  his  front,  thus  covering  his  railroads, 
the  city,  and  all  that  was  valuable  to  him.  His  army,  therefore,  thomgh 
in  a  position  of  great  security,  was  as  completely  shut  off  from  further 
operations  directly  against  Richmond  as  if  it  had  been  in  a  bottle 
strongly  corked.  It  required  but  a  comparatively  small  force  of  the 
enemy  to  hold  it  there.  On  the  12tli  General  Kautz  with  his  cavalry 
was  started  on  a  raid  against  the  Danville  railroad,  which  he  struck  at 
Coalfield,  Powhatan,  and  Chula  Stations,  destroying  them,  the  railroad 
track,  two  freight  trains,  and  one  locomotive,  together  with  large  quan- 
tities of  commissary  and  other  stores;  thence  crossing  to  the  South  Side 
road,  struck  it  at  Wilson's,  Wellsville,  and  Blacks  and  Whites  Stations, 
destroying  the  road  and  station-houses;  thence  he  proceeded  to  City 
Point,  which  he  reached  on  the  18th.  On  the  19th  of  April,  and  prior 
to  the  movement  of  General  Butler,  the  enemy,  with  a  land  force  under 
General  Hoke  and  an  iron-clad  ram,  attacked  Plymouth,  N.  C,  com- 
manded by  General  H.  W.  Wessells,  and  our  gun-boats  there,  and  after 
severe  fighting  the  place  was  carried  by  assault,  and  the  entire  garrison 
and  armament  captured.  The  gun-boat  Southfield  was  sunk  and  the 
Miami  disabled.* 

The  army  sent  to  operate  against  Richmond  having  hermetically 
sealed  itself  up  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  bring 
the  most,  if  not  all,  the  re-enforcements  brought  from  the  south  by 
Beauregard  against  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  addition  to  this 
re-enforcement,  a  very  considerable  one,  probably  not  less  than  15,000 

*  See  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  278. 
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roen,  was  obtained  by  calling  in  the  scattered  troops  under  Breckin- 
ridge from  tbe  western  part  of  Virginia.  The  position  at  Bermuda 
Hundred  Avas  as  easy  to  defend  as  it  was  difficult  to  ojierate  from 
against  the  enemy.  1  determined,  therefore,  to  bring  from  it  all  avail- 
able forces,  leaving  enough  only  to  secure  Avhat  had  been  gained,  and 
accordingly,  on  the  22d,  I  directed  that  they  be  sent  forward,  under 
command  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
On  the  24th  of  May  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  E.  Burnside,  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  from 
this  time  forward  constituted  a  portion  of  Major-General  Meade's  com- 
mand. 

Finding  the  enemy's  position  on  the  North  Anna  stronger  than  either 
of  his  previous  ones,  I  withdrew  on  the  night  of  the  26th  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  North  Anna,  and  moved  via  Hanoi'ertown  to  turn  the  ene- 
my's position  by  his  right.  Generals  Torbert  andMerritt's  divisions  of 
cavalry,  under  Sheridan,  and  the  Sixth  Corps  led  the  advance ;  crossed 
the  Pamunkey  River  at  Hanovertown  after  considerable  fighting,  and 
on  the  28th  the  two  divisions  of  cavalry  had  a  severe  but  successful 
engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Haw's  Shop.  On  the  29th  and  30th  we 
advanced,  with  heavy  skirmishing,  to  the  Hanover  Court-House  and 
Cold  Harbor  road,  and  developed  the  enemy's  position  north  of  the 
Chickahominy.  Late  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  the  enemy  came 
out  and  attacked  our  left,  but  was  repulsed  with  very  considerable 
loss.  An  attack  was  immediately  ordered  by  General  Meade  along  his 
whole  line,  which  resulted  in  driving  the  enemy  from  a  part  of  his 
intrenched  skirmish  line.  On  the  31st  General  Wilson's  division  of 
cavalry  destroyed  the  railroad  bridges  over  the  South  Anna  Eiver,  after 
defeating  the  enemy's  cavalry.  General  Sheridan,  on  the  same  day, 
reached  Cold  Harbor,  and  held  it  until  relieved  by  the  Sixth  Corps  and 
General  Smith's  command,  which  had  just  arrived,  via  White  House, 
from  General  Butler's  army. 

On  the  1st  day  of  June  an  attack  was  made  at  5  p.  m.  by  the  Sixth 
Corps  and  the  troops  under  General  Snuth,  the  other  corps  being  held 
in  readiness  to  advance  on  the  receipt  of  orders.  This  resulted  in  our 
carrying  and  holding  the  enemy's  first  line  of  works  in  fiont  of  the 
right  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  in  front  of  General  Smith.  During  the 
attack  the  enemy  made  repeated  assaults  on  each  of  the  corps  not 
engaged  in  tlie  main  attack,  but  were  repulsed  witli  heavy  loss  in 
every  instance.  That  night  he  made  several  assaults  to  regain  what  he 
had  lost  in  the  day,  but  failed.  The  2d  was  spent  in  getting  troops 
into  position  for  an  attack  on  the  3d.  On  the  3d  of  June  we  again 
assaulted  the  enemy's  works  in  the  hope  of  driving  him  from  his  posi- 
tion. In  this  attempt  our  loss  was  heavy,  while  that  of  tlie  enemy  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  was  comparatively  light.  It  was  the  only  gen- 
eral attack  made  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James  which  did  not  intlict 
upon  the  enemy  losses  to  compensate  for  our  own  losses.  I  would  not  be 
understood  as  saying  that  all  previous  attacks  resulted  in  victories  to 
our  arms,  or  accomplished  as  much  as  I  had  hoped  from  them,  but  they 
inflicted  upon  the  enemy  severe  losses,  which  tended  in  the  end  to  the 
complete  overthrow  of  the  rebellion. 

From  the  proximity  of  the  enemy  to  his  defenses  around  Richmond 
it  was  impossible  by  any  flank  movement  to  interpose  between  him  and 
the  city.  I  was  still  in  a  condition  to  either  move  by  his  left  flank  and 
invest  Richmond  from  the  north  side,  or  continue  my  move  by  his  right 
ilank  to  the  south  side  of  the  .lames.  While  the  ftumer  might  have 
been  better  as  a  covering-  for  Wasliington  yet  a  full  survey  of  all  the 
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gTouiul  satisfied  me  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  hold  a  line  nortli 
and  east  of  Kiclimoud  that  would  protect  the  Fredericksburg  railroad — 
a  long,  vulnerable  line  which  would  exhaust  much  of  our  strength  to 
guard,  and  that  would  have  to  be  protected  to  sujjply  the  army,  and 
would  leave  open  to  the  enemy  all  his  lines  of  communication  on  the 
south  side  of  the  James.  My  idea,  from  the  start,  had  been  to  beat 
Lee's  army  north  of  Richmond  if  possible;  then,  after  destroying  his 
lines  of  communication  north  of  the  James  Kiver,  to  transfer  the  army 
to  the  south  side  and  besiege  Lee  in  Richmond  or  follo^r  him  south  if 
he  should  retreat.  After  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  it  was  evident 
that  the  enemy  deemed  it  of  the  first  importance  to  run  no  risks  with 
the  army  he  then  liad.  He  acted  purely  on  the  defensive  behind 
breast-works,  or  feebly  on  the  offensive  immediately  in  front  of  them, 
and  where,  in  case  of  repulse,  he  could  easily  retire  behind  them.  With- 
out a  greater  sacrifice  of  life  than  I  was  willing  to  make,  all  could  not 
be  accomplished  that  I  had  designed  north  of  Richmond.  I  therefore 
determined  to  continue  to  hold  substantially  the  ground  we  then  occu- 
pied, taking  advantage  of  any  favorable  circumstances  that  might  pre- 
sent themselves,  until  the  cavalry  could  be  sent  to  Charlottesville  and 
Gordon  sville  to  eftectually  break  up  the  railroad  connection  between 
Richmond  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  Lynchburg,  and  when  the 
cavalry  got  well  off  to  move  the  army  to  the  south  side  of  the  James 
River,  by  the  enemy's  right  flank,  where  I  felt  1  could  cut  off  all  his 
sources  of  supply  except  by  the  canal. 

On  the  7th  two  divisions  of  cavalry,  under  (leneral  Sheridan,  got 
off  on  the  expedition  against  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  with  instruc- 
tions to  Hunter,  whom  I  hoped  he  would  meet  near  Charlottesville,  to 
join  his  forces  to  Sheridan's,  and  after  the  work  laid  out  for  them  was 
thoroughly  done  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  by  the  route  laid 
down  in  Sheridan's  instructions.  On  the  10th  fflth]  of  June  General 
Butler  sent  a  force  of  infantry  under  General  Gillmore,  and  of  cavalry 
under  General  Kautz,  to  capture  Petersburg  if  possible,  and  destroy 
the  railroad  and  common  bridges  across  the  Appomattox.  The  cavalry 
carried  the  works  on  the  south  side  and  penetrated  well  in  toward  the 
town,  but  were  forced  to  retire.  General  Gillmore,  finding  the  works 
Avhicli  he  approached  very  strong,  and  deeming  an  assault  impracticable, 
returned  to  Bermuda  Hundred  without  attempting  one.  Attaching 
great  importance  to  the  possession  of  Petersburg,  I  sent  back  to  Ber- 
muda Hundred  and  City  Point  General  Smith's  command  by  water,  via 
the  White  House,  to  reach  there  in  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. This  was  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  Petersburg  before 
the  enemy,  becoming  aware  of  our  intention,  could  re-enforce  the  place. 
The  movement  from  Cold  Harbor  commenced  after  dark  on  the  evening 
of  the  12th ;  one  division  of  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  and  the 
Fifth  Cor]>s  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Long  Bridge,  and  moved  out 
to  White  Oak  Swamp,  to  cover  the  crossings  of  the  other  corps.  The 
advance  corps  reached  James  River,  at  Wilcox's  Landing  and  (3harles 
City  Court- House,  on  the  night  of  the  13th. 

During  three  long  years  the  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  Northern 
Virginia  had  been  conftonting  each  other.  In  that  time  they  had  fought 
more  desperate  battles  than  it  probably  ever  before  fell  to  the  lot  of  two 
armies  to  fight,  without  materially  changing  the  vantage  ground  of 
either.  The  Southern  press  and  people,  with  more  shrewdness  than 
was  displayed  in  the  North,  finding  that  they  had  failed  to  capture 
Washington  and  march  on  to  New  York,  as  they  had  boasted  they 
woiild  do,  assumed  that  they  only  defended  their  capital  and  Southern 
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territory.  Heuce,  Aiitictam,  Gettysburg,  and  all  other  battles  that  had 
beeu  fought  were  by  them  set  down  as  failures  on  our  part  and  victories 
for  them.  Their  army  believed  this.  It  produced  a  morale  which  could 
only  be  overcome  by  desperate  and  continuous  hard  fighting.  The 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  and  Cold  Harbor, 
bloody  and  terrible  as  they  were  on  our  side,  were  even  more  damaging 
to  tlie  enemy,  and  so  crippled  him  as  to  make  him  wary  ever  after  of 
taking  the  offensive.  His  losses  in  men  were  probably  not  so  great, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were,  save  in  the  Wilderness,  almost  invari- 
ably the  attacking  party,  and  when  he  did  attack  it  was  in  the  open 
field.  The  details  of  these  battles,  which  for  endurance  and  bravery  on 
the  part  of  the  soldiery  have  rarely  been  surpassed,  are  given  in  the 
report  of  Major-General  Meade,  and  the  subordinate  reports  accompany- 
ing it.*  During  the  campaign  of  forty-three  days,  from  the  Rapidan  to 
James  River,  the  army  had  to  be  supplied  from  an  ever-shifting  base  by 
wagons,  over  narrow  roads,  through  a  densely  wooded  country,  with  a 
lack  of  wharves  at  each  new  base  from  which  to  conveniently  discharge 
vessels.  Too  much  credit  cannot,  therefore,  be  awarded  to  the  quarter- 
master and  commissary  departments  for  the  zeal  and  efficiency  dis- 
played by  them.  Under  the  general  supervision  of  the  chief  quarter- 
master, Brig.  Gen.  R.  Ingalls,  the  trains  were  made  to  occupy  all  the 
available  roads  between  the  army  and  our  water  base,  and  but  little 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  protecting  them. 

The  movement  in  the  Kanawha  and  Shenandoah  Valleys,  under  Gen- 
eral Sigel,  commenced  on  the  1st  of  May.  General  Crook,  who  had  the 
immediate  command  of  the  Kanawha  expedition,  divided  his  forces 
into  two  columns,  giving  one,  composed  of  cavalry,  to  General  Averell. 
They  crossed  the  mountains  by  separate  routes.  Averell  struck  the 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad,  near  Wytheville,  on  the  10th,  and 
proceeding  to  New  River  and  Christiansburg,  destroyed  the  road, 
several  important  bridges  and  depots,  including  New  River  bridge, 
forming  a  junction  with  Crook  at  Union  on  the  15th.  General  Sigel 
moved  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  met  the  enemy  at  New  Market  on 
the  15th,  and  after  a  severe  engagement  was  defeated  with  heavy  loss, 
and  retired  behind  Cedar  Creek.  Not  regarding  the  operations  of  Gen- 
eral Sigel  as  satisfactory,  T  asked  his  removal  from  command,  and  Major- 
General  Hunter  was  appointed  to  supersede  him.  His  instructions  were 
embraced  in  the  following  dispatches  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief 
of  Staff  of  the  Army : 

Near  Spotsylvania.  Coukt-House,  Va.,  May  SO,  18G4. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

#  *  *  «  «      *  *  #     ^ 

The  enemy  are  evidently  relying  for  supplies  greatly  on  such  as  are  brought  over 
the  branch  road  running  through  Staunton.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  it  would 
be  better  for  General  Hunter  to  move  in  that  direction ;  reach  Staunton  and  Gordons- 
ville  or  Charlottesville,  if  he  does  not  meet  too  much  opposition.  If  he  can  hold  at 
bay  a  force  equal  to  his  own,  he  will  be  doing  good  service. 

tt  #  «  if  n  it  # 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-Oeneral. 

Jericho  Ford,  Va.,  May  25, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

If  Hunter  can  possibly  get  to  Charlottesville  and  Lynchburg,  he  should  do  so 
living  on  the  country.  The  railroads  and  canal  should  be  destroyed  beyond  possi- 
bility of  repairs  for  weeks.  Completing  this  he  could  find  his  way  back  to  his 
original  base,  or  from  about  Gordonsville  join  this  army. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

*See  Vol.  XXXYI,  Part  I. 
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General  Hunter  immediately  took  ui)  the  offensive,  and  moving 
up  the  Shenandoali  Valley,  met  the  enemy  on  tlie  5tli  of  June  at 
Piedmont,  and  after  a  battle  of  ten  hours  routed  and  defeated  him, 
capturing  on  the  field  of  battle  1,500  men,  3  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
300  stand  of  small-arms.  On  the  8th  of  the  same  month  he  formed  a 
junction  mth  Crook  and  Averell  at  Staunton,  from  which  place  he 
moved  direct  on  Lynchburg,  via  Lexington,  which  place  he  reached 
and  invested  on  the  16th  day  of  June.  Up  to  this  time  he  was  very 
successful,  and  but  for  the  difiQculty  of  taking  with  him  sufftcient 
ordnance  stores  over  so  long  a  march  through  a  hostile  country,  he 
would  no  doubt  have  captured  that  (to  the  enemy)  important  point. 
The  destruction  of  the  enemy's  supplies  and  manufactories  was  very 
great.  To  meet  this  movement  under  General  Hunter,  General  Lee 
sent  a  force,  perhaps  equal  to  a  corps,  a  part  of  which  reached  Lynch- 
burg a  short  time  before  Hunter.  After  some  skirmishing  on  the  17th 
and  18th,  General  Hunter,  owing  to  a  want  of  ammunition  to  give 
battle,  retired  from  before  the  place.  Unfortunately,  this  want  of 
ammunition  left  him  no  choice  of  route  for  his  return  but  by  way  of 
Kanawha.  This  lost  to  us  the  use  of  his  troops  for  several  weeks  from 
the  defense  of  the  North.  Had  General  Hunter  moved  by  way  of  Char- 
lottesville, instead  of  Lexington,  as  his  instructions  contemplated,  he 
would  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  covered  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
against  the  enemy,  should  the  force  he  met  have  seemed  to  endanger 
it.  If  it  did  not,  he  would  have  been  within  easy  distance  of  the  James 
Eiver  Canal,  on  the  main  line  of  communication  between  Lynchburg 
and  the  force  sent  for  its  defense.  I  have  never  taken  exception  to  the 
operations  of  General  Hunter,  and  I  am  not  now  disposed  to  find  fault 
with  him,  for  I  have  no  doubt  he  acted  within  what  he  conceived  to  be 
the  spirit  of  his  instructions  aud  the  interests  of  the  service.  The 
promptitude  of  his  movements  and  his  gallantry  should  entitle  him  to 
the  commendation  of  his  country.* 

To  return  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac :  The  Second  Corps  com- 
menced crossing  the  James  Eiver  on  the  moruing  of  the  14th  by  ferry- 
boats at  Wilcox's  Landing.  The  laying  of  the  pontoon  bridge  was 
completed  about  midnight  of  the  14th,  and  the  crossing  of  the  balance 
of  the  army  was  rapidly  pushed  forward  by  both  bridge  and  ferry. 
After  the  crossing  had  commenced  I  proceeded  by  a  steamer  to  Ber- 
muda Hundred  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  immediate  capture 
of  Petersburg.  The  instructions  to  General  Butler  were  verbal,  and 
were  for  him  to  send  General  Smith  immediately,  that  night,  with  aU 
the  troops  he  could  give  him  without  sacriticiug  the  position  he  then 
held.  I  told  him  that!  would  retiu-n  at  once  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, hasten  its  crossing,  and  throw  it  forward  to  Petersburg  by  divis- 
ions as  rapidly  as  it  could  be  done;  that  we  could  re-enforce  our 
armies  more  rapidly  there  than  the  enemy  could  bring  troops  against 
us.  General  Smith  got  off  as  directed,  and  confronted  the  enemy's 
pickets  near  Petersburg  before  daylight  next  morning,  but,  for  some 
reason  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  satisfactorily  understand,  did  not 
get  ready  to  assault  his  main  lines  until  near  sundown.  Then,  with  a 
part  of  his  command  only,  he  made  the  assault,  and  carried  the  lines 
northeast  of  Petersburg  from  the  Appomattox  Kiver,  for  a  distance  of 
over  two  miles  and  a  half,  capturing  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  300 
prisoners.  This  was  about  7  p.  m.  Between  the  line  thus  captured  and 
Petersburg  there  were  no  other  works,  and  there  was  no  evidence  that 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  Sigel's  aud  Huuter's  operations,  see  Vol  XXXVII,  Part  I. 
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the  enemy  bad  re-enforced  Petersburg  with  a  single  brigade  from  any 
source.  The  night  was  clear,  the  moon  shining  brightly,  and  favora 
ble  to  further  operations.  General  Hancock,  with  two  divisions  of  the 
Second  Corps,  reached  General  Smith  just  after  dark,  and  offered  the 
service  of  these  troops  as  he  (Smith)  might  wish,  waiving  rank  to  the 
named  commander,  who  he  naturally  supposed  knew  best  the  position 
of  affairs  and  what  to  do  with  the  troops.  But  instead  of  taking  these 
troops  and  pushing  at  once  into  Petersburg,  he  requested  General 
Hancock  to  relieve  a  part  of  his  line  in  the  captured  works,  which  was 
done  before  midnight.  By  the  time  1  arrived  the  next  morning  the 
enemy  was  in  force.  An  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  at  6  o'clock 
that  evening  by  the  troops  under  Smith  and  the  Second  and  Ninth 
Corps.  It  required  until  that  time  for  the  Ninth  Corps  to  get  up  and 
into  position.  The  attack  was  made  as  ordered,  and  the  fighting  con- 
tinued with  but  little  intermission  until  6  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and 
resulted  in  our  carrying  the  advance  and  some  of  the  main  works  of 
the  enemy  to  the  right  (our  left)  of  tliose  previously  captured  by  Gen- 
eral Smith,  several  pieces  of  artillery,  and  over  400  prisoners.  The 
Fifth  Corps  having  got  up,  the  attacks  were  renewed  and  persisted  in 
with  great  vigor  on  the  17th  and  18th,  but  only  resulted  in  forcing  the 
enemy  to  an  interior  line,  from  which  he  could  not  be  dislodged.  The 
advantages  in  position  gained  by  us  were  very  great.  The  army  then 
proceeded  to  envelop  Petersburg  toward  the  South  Side  Railroad,  as 
far  as  possible,  without  attacking  fortifications.  On  the  16th  the 
enemy,  to  re-enforce  Petersburg,  withdrew  from  a  part  of  his  intrench- 
ment  in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  expecting,  no  doubt,  to  get  troops 
from  north  of  the  James  to  take  the  place  of  those  withdrawn  before 
we  could  discover  it.  General  Butler,  taking  advantage  of  this,  at 
once  moved  a  force  on  the  railroad  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
As  soon  as  I  was  apprised  of  the  advantage  thus  gained,  to  retain  it  I 
ordered  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  General  Wright  command- 
ing, that  were  embarking  at  Wilcox's  Landing,  under  orders  for  City 
Point,  to  report  to  General  Butler,  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  of  whi(4 
General  Butler  was  notified,  and  the  importance  of  holding  a  position 
in  advance  of  his  present  line  urged  upon  him. 

About  2  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon  (Jeneral  Butler  was  forced  back 
to  the  line  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from  in  the  morning.  General 
Wright,  with  his  two  divisions,  joined  General  Butler  on  the  forenoon 
of  the  17th,  the  latter  still  holding  with  a  strong  picket-line  the  enemy's 
works.  But  instead  of  putting  these  divisions  into  the  enemy's  works 
to  hold  them,  he  permitted  them  to  halt  and  rest  some  distance  in  the 
rear  of  his  own  line.  Between  4  and  5  o'clock*  in  the  afternoon  the 
enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  his  pickets  and  reoccupied  his  old  line. 
On  the  night  of  the  20th  and  morning  of  the  21st  a  lodgment  was 
effected  by  General  Butler,  with  one  brigade  of  infantry,  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  James,  at  Deep  Bottom,' and  connected  by  ])ontoon  bridge 
with  Bermuda  Hundred. 

On  the  19th  General  Sheridan,  on  his  return  from  his  expedition 
against  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  arrived  at  the  White  Honse  just 
as  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  about  to  attack  it,  and  compelled  it  to 
retire.  The  result  of  this  expedition  was  that  General  Sheridan  met 
the  enemy's  cavalry  near  Trevilian  Station  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
of  June,  whom  he  attacked  and,  after  an  obstinate  contest,  drove  from 
the  field  in  complete  rout.  He  left  his  dead  and  nearly  all  his  wounded 
in  our  hands,  and  about  400  prisoners  and  several  hundred  horsea.  O^ 
the  12th  he  destroyed  the  railroad  from  Trevilian  Station  to  Louisu 
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Court-House.  This  occupied  until  3  \t.  in.,  when  he  advanced  in  the 
direction  of  Gordonsville.  He  found  the  enemy  re-enforced  by  infantry, 
behind  well-constructed  rifle-pits,  about  five  miles  from  the  latter  place, 
and  too  strong  to  successfully  assault.  On  the  extreme  right,  however, 
his  reserve  brigade  carried  the  enemy's  works  twice,  and  was  twice 
driven  therefrom  by  infantry.  Night  closed  the  contest.  Not  having 
sufficient  auuuunition  to  continue  the  engagement,  and  his  animals 
being  without  forage  (the  country  ftirnishing  but  inferior  grazing),  and 
hearing  nothing  from  General  Hunter,  he  withdrew  his  command  to 
the  north  side  of  the  North  Anna,  and  commenced  his  return  march, 
reaching  White  House  at  the  time  before  stated.  After  breaking  up 
the  depot  at  that  place  he  moved  to  the  James  Eiver,  which  he  reached 
safely  after  heavy  fighting.  He  commenced  crossing  on  the  25th,  near 
Fort  Powhatan,  without  ftirther  molestation,  and  rejoined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

On  the  22d  General  WilsoUyNwith  his  own  division  of  cavalrj',  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  General  Kautz's  diAdsion  of  cavalry,  of  the 
Army  of  the  James,  moved  against  the  enemy's  railroads  south  of 
Richmond.  Striking  the  Weldon  railroad  at  Beams'  Station,  destroy- 
ing the  depot  and  several  miles  of  the  road,  and  the  South  Side  road 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Petersburg,  to  near  Nottoway  Station,  where  he 
met  and  defeated  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  he  reached  liurkeville 
Station  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  and  from  there  destroyed  the  Dan- 
ville railroad  to  Boanoke  bridge,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  mileS;  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force,  and  in  a  position  from  which  he  could  not  dis- 
lodge him.  He  then  commenced  his  return  inarch,  and  on  the  28th  met 
the  enemy's  cavalry  in  force  at  the  Weldon  railroad  crossing  of  Stony 
Creek,  where  he  had  a  severe  but  not  decisive  engagement.  Thence 
he  made  a  detour  from  his  left,  with  a  view  of  reaching  Reams'  Station, 
supposing  it  to  be  in  our  possession.  At  this  place  he  was  met  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  and  forced  to  retire,  with  a  loss 
of  his  artillery  and  trains.  In  this  last  encounter  General  Kautz,  with 
a  part  of  his  command,  became  separated  and  made  his  way  into  our 
lines.  General  Wilson,  with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  Nottoway  River,  and  coming  in  safely  on  our  left  and  rear. 
The  damage  to  the  enemy  in  this  expedition  more  than  compensated 
for  the  losses  we  sustained.  It  severed  all  connection  by  railroad  with 
Richmond  for  several  weeks. 

With  a  view  of  cutting  the  enemy's  railroad  from  near  Richmond  to 
the  Anna  Rivers,  and  making  him  wary  of  the  situation  of  his  army  in 
the  Shenandoah,  and,  in  the  event  of  failure  in  this,  to  take  advantage 
of  his  necessary  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Petersburg  to  explode  a 
mine  that  had  been  prepared  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  and  assault 
the  enemy's  lines  at  that  place,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  July  the 
Second  Corps  and  two  divisions  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  and  Kautz's 
cavalry  were  crossed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  James  River  and  joined 
the  force  General  Butler  had  there.  On  the  27th  the  enemy  was 
driven  from  his  intrenched  position,  with  the  loss  of  four  pieces  of 
artillery.  On  the  28th  our  lines  were  extended  from  Deep  Bottom  to 
New  Market  road,  but  in  getting  this  position  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy  in  heavy  force.  The  fighting  lasted  for  several  hours,  resulting 
in  considerable  loss  to  both  sides.  The  first  object  of  this  move  hav- 
ing failed,  by  reason  of  the  very  large  force  thrown  there  by  the  enemy, 
I  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  diversion  made,  by  assaulting 
Petersburg  before  he  could  get  his  force  back  there.  One  division  of 
*Ka  Second  Corps  was  withdrawn  on  the  night  of  the  28th,  and  moved 
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duriug  the  night  to  the  rear  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  to  relieve  that 
corps  iu  the  line,  that  it  might  be  foot-loose  in  the  assault  to  be  made. 
The  other  two  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps  and  Sheridan's  cavalry 
were  crossed  over  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  and  moved  in  front  of 
Petersburg.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  between  4  and  5  o'clock,  the 
mine  was  sprung,  blowing  up  a  battery  and  most  of  a  regiment,  and 
the  advance  of  the  assaulting  column,  formed  of  the  Ninth  Corps, 
immediately  took  possession  of  the  crater  made  by  the  explosion,  and 
the  line  for  some  distance  to  the  right  and  left  of  it,  and  a  detached 
hue  in  front  of  it,  but  for  some  cause  failed  to  advance  promptly  to  the 
ridge  beyond.  Had  they  done  this,  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Petersburg  would  have  fallen.  Other  troops  were  immediately  pushed 
forward,  but  the  time  consumed  in  getting  them  up  enabled  the  enemy 
to  rally  from  his  surprise  (which  had  been  complete)  and  get  forces  to 
this  point  for  its  defense.  The  captured  line  thus  held  being  untena.ble 
and  of  no  advantage  to  us,  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  but  not  Ayith- 
out  heavy  loss.  Thus  terminated  in  disaster  what  promised  to  be  the 
most  successful  assault  of  the  campaign.* 

Immediately  upon  the  enemy  ascertaining  that  General  Hunter  was 
retreating  from  Lynchburg  by  way  of  the  Kanawha  Kiver,  thus  laying 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  open  for  raids  into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
he  returned  northward,  and  moved  down  that  valley.  As  soon  as  this 
movement  of  thfe  enemy  was  ascertained,  General  Hunter,  who  had 
reached  the  Kanawha  Kiver,  was  directed  to  move  his  troops  without 
delay,  by  river  and  railroad,  to  Harper's  Ferry;  but  owing  to  the  difift- 
culty  of  navigation,  by  reason  of  low  water  and  breaks  in  the  railroad, 
great  delay  was  experienced  in  getting  there.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  to  find  other  troops  to  check  this  movement  of  the  enemy. 
For  this  purpose  the  Sixth  Corps  was  taken  from  the  armies  operating 
against  Richmond,  to  which  was  added  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  then,  for- 
tunately, beginning  to  arrive  in  Hampton  Roads  from  the  Gulf  Depart- 
ment, under  orders  issued  immediately  after  the  ascertainment  of  the 
result  of  the  Red  River  expedition. 

The  garrisons  of  Baltimore  and  Washington  were  at  this  time 
made  up  of  heavy  artillery  regiments,  100-day's  men,  and  detachments 
from  the  Invalid  Corps.  One  division,  under  command  of  General 
Ricketts,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  was  sent  to  Baltimore,  and  the  remaining 
two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  under  General  Wright,  were  subse- 
quently sent  to  Washington.  On  the  3d  of  July  the  enemy  approached 
Martinsbui'g;  General  Sigel,  who  was  in  command  of  our  forces  there, 
retreated  across  the  Potomac  at  Shepherds  town,  and  General  Weber, 
commanding  at  Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  the  river  and  occupied  Mary- 
land Heights.  On  the  Cth  the  enemy  occupied  Hagerstown,  moving  a 
strong  column  toward  Frederick  City.  General  Wallace,  with  Ricketts' 
division  and  his  own  command,  the  latter  mostly  new  and  uudiscii^lined 
troops,  pushed  out  from  Baltimore  with  great  promptness  and  met  the 
enemy  in  force  on  the  Monocacy,  near  the  crossing  of  the  railroad 
bridge.  His  force  was  not  sulKcient  to  insure  success,  but  he  fought 
the  enemy  nevertheless,  and  although  it  resulted  in  a  defeat  to  our 
arms,  yet  it  detained  the  enemy  and  thereby  served  to  enable  General 
Wright  to  reach  Washington  with  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
and  the  advance  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  before  him.  From  Monocacy 
the  enemy  moved  on  Washington,  his  cavalry  advance  reaching  Kock- 

*  For  siibordiuate  reports  of  operations  against  Petersburg  and  Bicbmond  from 
June  13  to  July  31,  1864,  see  Vol.  XL,  Part  I. 
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ville  on  tlie  eveiiiuj";  of  tlie  lOtli.  On  the  12tli  a  lecoiiiiaissaiice  was 
thrown  out  in  front  of  Fort  Stevens,  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  position 
and  force.  A  severe  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  we  lost  about  280  in 
killed  and  wouuded.  The  enemy's  loss  was  probably  greater.  He 
commenced  retreating  during  the  night.  Learning  the  exact  condition 
of  affairs  at  Washington,  I  requested  by  telegraph,  at  11.45  p.  m.  on 
the  12th,  the  assignment  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright  to  the  command  of 
all  the  troops  that  could  be  made  available  to  operate  in  the  field 
against  the  enemy,  and  directed  that  he  should  get  outside  of  the 
trenches  with  all  the  force  he  could,  and  push  Early  to  the  last  moment. 
General  Wright  commenced  the  pursuit  on  the  13th.  On  the  18th  the 
enemy  was  overtaken  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  on  the  Shenandoah,  when  a 
sharp  skirmish  occurred;  and  on  the  20th  General  Averell  encountered 
and  defeated  a  portion  of  the  rebel  army  at  Winchester,  capturing  four 
pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners.  Learning  that  Early 
was  retreating  south  toward  Lynchburg  or  Eichmond,  I  directed  that 
the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  CorpSj  be  got  back  to  the  armies  operating 
against  Eichmond,  so  that  they  might  be  used  in  a  movement  against 
Lee  before  the  return  of  the  troops  sent  by  him  into  the  Valley,  and  that 
Hunter  should  remain  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  keeping  between  any 
force  of  the  enemy  and  Washington,  acting  on  the  defensive  as  much  as 
possible.  I  felt  that  if  the  enemy  had  any  notion  of  returning  the  fact 
would  be  developed  before  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  could  leave 
Washington.  Subsequently  the  Nineteenth  Corps  was  excepted  from 
the  order  to  return  to  the  James. 

About  the  25th  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  again  advanc- 
ing upon  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Sixth  Corps,  then  at 
Washington,  was  ordered  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Harper's  Ferry,  The 
rebel  force  moved  down  the  Valley,  and  sent  a  raiding  party  into  Penn- 
sylvania, which,  on  the  30th,  burned  Chambersburg  and  then  retreated, 
pursued  by  our  cavalry,  toward  Cumberland.  They  were  met  and 
defeated  by  General  Kelley,  and  with  diminished  numbers  escaped  into 
the  mountains  of  West  Virginia.  From  the  time  of  the  first  raid  the 
telegraph  wires  were  frequently  down  between  Washington  and  City 
Point,  making  it  necessary  to  transmit  messages  a  part  of  the  way  by 
boat.  It  took  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours  to  get  dispatches 
through  and  return  answers  back,  so  that  often  orders  would  be  given, 
and  then  information  would  be  received  showing  a  diiferent  state  of 
facts  from  those  on  which  they  were  based,  causing  a  confusion  and 
apparent  contradiction  of  orders  that  must  have  considerably  embar- 
rassed those  who  had  to  execute  them,  and  rendered  operations  against 
the  enemy  less  effective  than  they  otherwise  would  have  been.  To  rem- 
edy this  evil,  it  was  evident  to  my  mind  that  some  person  should  have 
the  supreme  command  of  all  the  forces  in  the  Departments  of  West 
Virginia,  Washington,  Susquehanna,  and  the  Middle  Department,  and 
I  so  recommended. 

On  the  2d  of  August  I  ordered  General  Sheridan  to  report  in  person 
to  Major-General  HaUeck,  Chief  of  Staff',  at  Washington,  with  a  view 
to  his  assignment  to  the  command  of  all  the  forces  against  Early.  At 
this  time  the  enemy  was  concentrated  in  the  neighborhood  of  Winches- 
ter, while  our  forces,  under  General  Hunter,  were  concentrated  on  the 
Monocacy,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  leaving 
open  to  the  enemy  Western  Maryland  and  Southern  Pennsylvania. 
From  where  I  was,  I  hesitated  to  give  positive  orders  for  the  movement 
of  our  forces  at  Monocacy,  lest  by  so  doing  I  should  expose  Washing- 
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ton.*  Therefore,  on  the  4th,  1  left  City  I'oiut  to  visit  Huuter's  com- 
mand, and  determine  for  myself  what  was  best  to  be  done.  On 
arrival  there,  and  after  consultation  with  General  Hunter,  I  issued  to 
him  the  following  instructions  : 

MoNOCACY  Bridgk,  Mu.,  August  ,7,  JS64 — 8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter: 

General:  Concentrate  all  your  available  force  without  delay  in  the  vicinity  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  leavinj;  only  such  railroad  guards  and  garrisons  for  public  property 
■18  niny  be  necessary.  Use,  in  this  concentration,  the  niilrond,  if  by  so  doing  time 
can  be  saved.  From  Harper's  Ffrry,  if  it  is  found  tliat  the  enemy  has  moved  nortli 
of  the  Potomac  in  large  force,  push  north,  following  him  and  attacking  him  wher- 
ever found;  follow  him  if  driven  south  of  the  Potomac  as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so. 
If  it  is  ascertained  that  the  enemy  has  but  a  small  force  north  of  the  Potomac,  then 
push  south  with  the  main  force,  detaching,  under  a  couipetent  commander,  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  look  after  the  raiders,  and  drive  them  to  their  homes.  In  detaching 
such  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cavalry  now  en  route  from  Wa.shington,  via  Rockville, 
may  b&taken  into  account. 

There  are  now  on  the  way  to  join  you  three  other  brigades  of  the  best  of  cavalry, 
numbering  at  least  5,000  men  and  horses.  IJieBe  will  be  instructed,  in  the  absence 
of  further  orders,  to  join  you  by  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  One  brigade  will 
probably  start  to-morrow.  In  pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where  it  is 
expected  you  will  have  to  go  first  or  last,  it  is  desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left  to 
invite  the  enemy  to  return.  Take  all  provisions,  forage,  and  stock  wanted  for  the 
use  of  your  command;  such  as  cannot  be  consumed,  destroy.  It  is  not  desirable 
that  the  buildings  should  be  destroyed ;  they  should  rather  be  protected;  but  the 
people  should  be  informed  that  so  long  as  an  army  can  subsist  among  them  recur- 
rences of  these  raids  must  be  expected,  and  we  are  determined  to  stop  them  at  all 
hazards.  Bear  in  mind  the  object  is  to  drive  the  enemy  south,  and  to  do  this  you 
want  to  keep  him  always  in  sight.     Be  guided  in  your  course  by  the  course  he  takes. 

Make  your  own  arrangements  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  giving  regular  vouchers 
for  such  as  will  be  taken  from  loyal  citizens  in  the  country  through  which  you 
march. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lie^itenant-General. 

The  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  the  advance  reached 
Halltown  that  night. 

(leneral  Hunter  having,  in  our  conversation,  expressed  a  willingness 
to  be  relieved  from  command,  I  telegraphed  to  have  General  Sheridan, 
then  at  Washington,  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry  by  the  morning  train, 
with  orders  to  take  general  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  field,  and 
to  call  on  General  Hunter,  at  Monocacy,  who  would  turn  over  to  him 
my  letter  of  instructions.  I  remained  at  Monocacy  until  General 
Sheridan  arrived,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  after  a  conference 
with  him  in  relation  to  military  affairs  in  that  vicinity,  I  returned  to 
City  Point  by  way  of  Washington.  On  the  7th  of  August  the  Middle 
Department  and  the  Departments  of  West  Virginia,  Washington,  and 
Susquehanna  were  constituted  into  the  "Middle  Military  Division,"  and 
Major-General  Sheridan  was  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  the 
same.  Two  divisions  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Generals  Torbert  and 
Wilson,  were  sent  to  Sheridan  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The 
tiist  reached  him  at  Harper's  Ferry  about  the  .11th  of  August. 
His  operations  during  the  mouth  of  August  and  the  fore  part  of  Sep- 
tember were  both  of  an  offensive  and  defensive  character,  resulting  in 
many  severe  skirmishes,  principally  by  the  cavalry,  in  which  we  were 
generally  successful,  but  net  general  engagement  took  place.  The  two 
armies  lay  in  such  a  position — the  enemy  on  the  west  bank  of  Opequon 
Creek,  covering  Winchester,  and  our  forces  in  front  of  Berryville— 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  0])eratious  in  the  ijhenandoah  A^allev  and  Marvlanr)  nn 
to  August  3, 1864,  see  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  I.  "  ijiiuuup 


Chap.  LVni.]  THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN.  29 

that  either  could  briug  od  a  battle  at  any  tiuie.  Defeat  to  us  would 
lay  o])en  to  the  enemy  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  for 
long  distances  before  another  army  could  be  interposed  to  check  him. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  hesitated  about  allowing  the  initiative 
to  be  taken.  Finally,  the  use  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  which  were  both  obstructed  by  the 
enemy,  became  so  indispensably  necessary  to  us,  and  the  importance  of 
relieving  Penns7lvania  and  Maryland  from  continuously  threatened 
invasion  so  great,  that  I  determined  the  risk  should  be  taken.  But 
feai  ing  to  telegrauh  the  order  for  an  attack  without  knowing  more 
than  I  did  of  General  Sheridan's  feeling  as  to  what  would  be  the 
probable  result,  I  left  City  Point  on  the  15th  of  September  to  visit  him 
at  liis  headquarters,  to  decide,  after  conference  with  him,  what  should  be 
done.  1  met  him  at  Oharlestown,  and  he  pointed  out  so  distinctly  how 
each  army  lay,  what  he  could  do  the  moment  he  was  autho]:ized,  and 
expressed  such  confidence  of  success  that  I  saw  there  were  but  two 
words  of  instruction  necessary — Go  in !  For  the  convenience  of  forage 
the  teams  for  supplying  the  army  were  kept  at  Harper's  Ferry.  I 
asked  him  if  he  could  get  out  his  teams  and  supplies  in  time  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  ensuing  Tuesday  morning.  His  reply  was  that  he 
could  before  daylight  on  Monday.  He  was  oflF  promptly  to  time,  and  I 
may  here  add  that  the  result  was  such  that  I  have  never  since  deemed 
it  necessary  to  visit  General  Sheridan  before  giving  him  orders. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  General  Sheridan  attacked  General 
Early  at  the  crossing  on  the  Opequon  Creek,  and  after  a  most  san- 
guinary and  bloody  battle,  lasting  until  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  de- 
feated him,  with  heavy  loss,  carrying  his  entire  position  from  Ope- 
quon Creek  to  Winchester,  capturing  several  thousand  prisoners  and 
live  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  rallied  and  made  a  stand  in  a  strong 
position  at  Fisher's  Hill,  where  he  was  attacked  and  again  defeated 
with  heavy  loss  on  the  20th  [22d].  Sheridan  pursued  him  with  great 
energy  through  Harrisonburg,  Staunton,  and  the  gaps  of  the  Blue 
Ridge.  After  stripping  the  upper  Valley  of  most  of  the  supplies  and 
provisions  for  the  rebel  army,  he  returned  to  Strasburg  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek. 

Having  received  considerable  re-enforcements,  General  Early  again 
returned  to  the  Valley,  and  on  the  9th  of  October  his  cavalry  encoun- 
tered ours  near  Strasburg,  where  the  rebels  were  defeated,  with  the  loss 
of  eleven  pieces  of  artillery  and  350  prisoners.  On  the  night  of  the 
18th  the  enemy  crossed  the  mountains  which  separate  the  branches 
of  the  Shenandoah,  forded  the  North  Fork,  and  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  the  fog,  surprised  and 
turned  our  left  fiauk.  capturing  the  batteries  which  enfiladed  our  whole 
line.  Our  troops  fell  back  with  heavy  loss  and  in  much  confusion,  but 
were  finally  rallied  between  Middletown  and  Newtown.  At  this  juncture 
General  Sheridan,  who  was  at  Winchester  when  the  battle  commenced, 
arrived  on  the  field,  arranged  his  lines  just  in  time  to  repulse  a  heavy 
attack  of  theenemy,  and  ijiiinediatelyassumingtheoflensive, he  attacked 
in  turn  with  great  vigor.  The  enemy  was  defeated  with  great  slaughter 
and  the  loss  of  most  of  his  artillery  and  trains  and  the  trophies  he  had 
captured  in  the  morning.  The  wreck  of  his  army  escaped  during  the 
night  and  fled  in  the  direction  of  Staunton  and  Lynchburg.  Pursuit 
was  made  to  Mount  Jackson.  Thus  ended  this  the  enemy's  last  attempt 
to  invade  the  North  via  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  I  was  now  enabled 
to  return  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  send  one 
division"  from  Sheridan's  army  to  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  another  to 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  to  hold  Sherman's  new  acquisitions  on  the  sea-coast, 
and  thus  enable  him  to  move  without  detaching  from  his  force  for  that 
purpose.* 

Eeports  from  various  sources  led  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  had 
detached  three  divisions  from  Petersburg  to  re-enforce  Early  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  I  therefore  sent  the  Second  Corps  and  Gregg's 
division  of  cavalry,  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  a  force  of  General 
Butler's  army,  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  August,  to  threaten  Eichraond 
from  the  north  side  of  the  James,  to  prevent  him  irom  sending  troops 
away,  and,  if  possible,  to  draw  back  those  sent.  In  this  move  we  cap- 
tured six  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners,  detained 
troops  that  were  under  marching  orders,  and  ascertained  that  but  one 
division  (Kershaw's)  of  the  three  reputed  detached  had  gone.  The 
enemy  having  withdrawn  heavily  from  Petersburg  to  resist  this  move- 
ment, the  Fifth  Corps,  General  Warren  commanding,  was  moved  out 
on  the  18th  and  took  possession  of  the  Weldoii  railroad.  During  the 
day  he  had  considerable  fighting.  To  regain  possession  of  the  road  the 
enemy  made  repeated  and  desperate  assaults,  but  was  each  time  re- 
pulsed with  great  loss.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  the  troops  on  the 
north  side  of  the  James  were  withdrawn,  and  Hancock  and  Gregg 
returned  to  the  front  of  Petersburg.  On  the  25th  the  Second  Corps 
and  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry,  while  at  Reams'  Station  destroying 
the  railroad,  were  attacked,  and  after  desperate  fighting  a  part  of  our 
line  gave  way  and  five  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
By  the  12th  of  September  a  branch  railroad  was  completed  from  the 
City  Point  and  Petersburg  Railroad  to  the  Weidon  railroad,  enabling 
us  to  supply  without  difficulty,  in  all  weather,  the  army  in  front  of 
Petersburg.  The  extension  of  our  lines  across  the  Weidon  railroad 
compelled  the  enemy  to  so  extend  his  that  it  seemed  he  could  have  but 
few  troops  north  of  the  James  for  the  defense  of  Richmond.  On  the 
night  of  the  28th  the  Tenth  Corps,  Major-General  Birney,  and  the 
Eighteenth  Corps,  Major-General  Ord  commanding,  of  General  Butler's 
army,  were  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  advanced  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  carrying  the  very  strong  fortifications  and  intrench- 
ments  below  Chaffin's  Farm,  known  as  Fort  Harrison,  capturing  fifteen 
pieces  of  artillery  and  the  New  Market  road  and  intrenchments.  This 
success  was  followed  up  by  a  gallant  assault  upon  Fort  Gilmer,  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  Chaffin's  Farm  fortifications,  in  which  we  were 
repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  Kautz's  cavalry  was  pushed  forward  on  the 
road  to  the  riglit  of  this,  supported  by  infantry,  and  reached  the  enemy's 
inner  line,  but  was  unable  to  get  farther.  The  position  captured  from 
the  enemy  was  so  threatening  to  Richmond  that  I  determined  to  hold 
it.  The  enemy  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  dislodge  us,  all  of 
which  were  unsuccessful,  and  for  which  he  paid  dearly.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th  General  Meade  sent  out  a  reconnaissance,  with  a  view 
to  attacking^  the  enemy's  line  if  it  was  found  sufficiently  weakened  by 
withdrawal  of  troops  to  the  north  side.  In  this  reconnaissance  we  cap- 
tured and  held  the  enemy's  works  near  Poplar  Spring  Church.  In  the 
afternoon  troops  moving  to  get  to  the  left  of  the  point  gained  were 
attacked  by  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and  compelled  to  fall  back  until 
supported  by  the  forces  holding  the  captured  works.  Our  cavalry, 
under  Gregg,  was  also  attacked,  but  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great 
loss.    On  the  7th  of  October  the  enemy  attacked  Kautz's  cavalry  north 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  from  August  i  to 
December  31, 1864,  see  Vol.  XLIII,  Part  I. 
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of  the  James  aud  drove  it  back,  with  heavy  loss  iu  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners,  and  the  loss  of  all  the  artillery — eight  or  nine  pieces.  This 
he  followed  up  by  an  attack  on  our  intrenched  infantry  line,  but  was 
repulsed  with  severe  slaughter.  On  the  13th  a  reconnaissance  was 
sent  out  by  General  Butler,  with  a  view  to  drive  the  enemy  from  some 
new  works  he  was  constructing,  which  resulted  in  very  heavy  loss 
to  us. 

On  the  27th  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  leaving  only  sufficient  men 
to  hold  its  fortified  line,  moved  by  the  enemy's  right  flank.  The 
Second  Corps,  followed  by  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  with  the 
cavalry  in  advance  and  covering  our  left  flank,  forced  a  passage  of 
Hatcher's  Eun,  and  moved  up  the  south  side  of  it  toward  the  South 
Side  liailroad,  until  the  Second  Corps  and  part  of  the  cavalry  reached 
the  Boydton  plank  road  where  it  crosses  Hatcher's  Eun.  At  this 
point  we  were  six  miles  distant  from  the  South  Side  Eailroad,  which  I 
had  hoped  by  this  movement  to  reach  and  hold.  But  finding  that  we 
had  not  reached  the  end  of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  and  no  place 
presenting  itself  for  a  successful  assault  by  which  he  might  be  doubled 
up  and  shortened,  I  determined  to  withdraw  to  within  our  fortified 
lines.  Orders  were  given  accordingly.  Immediately  upon  receiving  a 
report  that  General  Warren  had  connected  with  (xeneral  Hancock  I 
returned  to  my  headquarters.  Soon  after  I  left  the  enemy  moved  out 
across  Hatcher's  Eun,  in  the  gap  between  Generals  Hancock  and 
Warren,  which  was  not  closed  as  reported,  aud  made  a  desperate 
attack  on  General  Hancock's  right  and  rear.  General  Hancock  imme- 
diately faced  his  corps  to  meet  it,  and  after  a  bloody  combat  drove  the 
enemy  within  his  works,  and  withdrew  that  night  to  his  old  position. 
In  support  of  this  movement  General  Butler  made  a  demonstration  on 
the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  Williams- 
burg road  and  also  on  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad.  In  the  former  he  was 
unsuccessful ;  in  the  latter  he  succeeded  in  carrying  a  work  which  was 
afterward  abandoned,  and  his  forces  withdrawn  to  their  former  posi- 
tion. 

From  this  time  forward  the  operations  in  front  of  Petersburg  and 
Eichmond,  until  the  spring  campaign  of  1865,  were  confined  to  the 
defense  and  extension  of  our  lines  and  to  offensive  moveinents  for 
crippling  the  enemy's  lines  of  communication  and  to  prevent  his  detach- 
ing any  considerable  force  to  send  south.*  By  the  7th  of  February 
our  lines  were  extended  to  Hatcher's  Eun,  and  the  Weldon  railroad 
had  been  destroyed  to  fiicksford. 

General  Sherman  moved  from  Chattanooga  on  the  6th  of  May,  with 
the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,  commanded, 
respectively,  by  Generals  Thomas,  McPhersim,  and  Schofield,  upon 
Johnston's  army  at  Dalton ;  but  finding  the  enemy's  positions  at  Buz- 
zard Eoost,  covering  Dalton,  too  strong  to  be  assaulted.  General  Mc- 
Pherson  was  sent  through  Snake  [Creek  j  Gap  to  turn  it,  while  Generals 
Thomas  and  Schofield  threatened  it  in  front  and  on  the  north.  This 
movement  was  successful.  Johnston,  finding  his  retreat  likely  to  be 
cut  oft',  fell  back  to  his  fortified  position  at  Eesaca,  where  he  was 
attacked  on  the  afternoon  of  May  15.  A  heavy  battle  ensued.  During 
the  night  the  enemy  retreated  south.  Late  on  the  17th  his  rear  guard 
was  overtaken  near  Adairsville,  and  heavy  skirmishing  followed.  The 
next  morning,  however,  he  had  again  disappeared.  He  was  vigorously 
pursued  and  was  overtaken  at  Cassville  on  the  19th,  but,  during  the 

*  Tor  subordinate  reports  of  operations  against  Petersburg  and  Richmond  from 
August  1  to  December  31,  1864,  see  Vol.  XLIl,  Part  I. 
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eusuing  night,  retreated  across  the  Etowah.  While  these  operations 
were  going  on,  General  Jeii'erson  C.  Davis'  division,  of  Thomas'  army, 
was  sent  to  Kome,  capturing  it  with  its  forts  and  artillery  and  its  val- 
uable mills  and  foundries.  General  Sherman  having  given  his  army  a 
few  days'  rest  at  this  point,  again  put  it  in  motion  on  the  23d  for  Dallas, 
with  a  view  of  turning  the  difficult  pass  at  Allatoona.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  25th  the  advance,  under  General  Hooker,  had  a  severe 
battle  with  the  enemy,  driving  him  back  to  New  Hope  Church,  near 
Dallas.  Several  sharp  encounters  occurred  at  this  point.  The  most 
important  was  on  the  28th,  when  the  enemy  assaulted  General  Mc- 
Pherson  at  Dallas,  but  received  a  terrible  and  bloody  repulse. 

On  the  4th  of  June  Johnston  abandoned  his  intrenched  position  at 
New  Hope  Church  and  retreated  to  the  strong  positions  of  Kenesaw, 
Pine,  and  Lost  Mountains.  He  was  forced  to  yield  the  two  last-named 
places  and  concentrate  his  army  on  Kenesaw,  where,  on  the  27th,  Gen- 
erals Thomas  and  McPherson  made  a  determined  but  unsuccessful 
assault.  On  the  night  of  the  2d  of  July  Sherman  commenced  moving 
his  army  by  the  right  flank,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  found  that 
the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  this  movement,  had  abandoned  Kenesaw 
and  retreated  across  the  Chattahoochee. 

General  Sherman  remained  on  the  Chattahoochee  to  give  his  men 
rest  and  get  up  stores  until  the  17th  of  July,  when  he  resumed  his 
operations,  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  the 
railroad  to  Augusta,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  Atlanta.  At  this 
place  General  Hood  succeeded  General  Johnston  iu  command  of  the 
rebel  army,  and,  assuming  the  offensive-defensive  policy,  made  several 
severe  attacks  upon  Sherman  in  the  vicinity  of  Atlanta,  the  most  desider- 
ate and  determined  of  which  was  on  the  22d  of  July.  About  1  p.  m.  of 
this  day  the  brave,  accomplished,  and  noble-hearted  McPherson  was 
killed.  General  Logan  succeeded  him,  and  commanded  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  through  this  desperate  battle,  and  until  he  was  super 
seded  by  Major-General  Howard,  on  the  26th,  with  the  same  success 
and  ability  that  had  characterized  him  in  the  command  of  a  corps  or 
division.  In  all  these  attacks  the  enemy  was  rei>ulsed  with  great  loss. 
Finding  it  impossible  to  entirely  invest  the  place.  General  Sherman, 
after  securing  his  line  of  communications  across  the  Chattahoochee, 
moved  his  main  force  round  by  the  enemy's  left  flank  upon  the  Mont- 
gomery and  Macon  roads,  to  draw  the  enemy  from  his  fortifications. 
In  this  he  succeeded,  and,  after  defeating  the  enemy  near  Eough  and 
Eeady,  Jonesborough,andLovejoy's,  forcing  him  to  retreat  to  the  south, 
on  the  2d  of  September  occupied  Atlanta,  the  objective  point  of  his  cam- 
paign. About  the  time  of  this  move  the  rebel  cavalry,  under  Wheeler, 
attempted  to  cut  his  communications  in  the  rear,  but  was  repulsed  at 
Daltou  and  driven  into  East  Tennesse*,  whence  it  proceeded  west  to 
McMiunville,  Murfreesborough,  and  Franklin,  and  was  finally  driven 
south  of  the  Tennessee.  The  damage  done  by  this  raid  was  repaired  in 
a  few  days.  During  the  partial  investment  of  Atlanta,  General  Rous- 
seau joined  General  Sherman  with  a  force  of  cavalry  from  Decatur 
having  made  a  successful  raid  upon  the  Atlanta  and  Montgomery  Rail- 
road and  its  branches  near  Opelika.  Cavalry  raids  were  also  made  by 
Generals  McCook,  Garrard,  and  Stoneman  to  cut  the  remaining  railroad 
communication  with  Atlanta.  The  first  two  were  successful;  the  latter 
disastrous. 

General  Sherman's  movement  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  was 
prompt,  skillful,  and  brilliant.  The  history  of  his  flank  movements 
and  battles  during  that  memorable  campaign  will  ever  be  read  with 
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an  interest  unsurpassed  by  anything  in  history.  His  own  report,  and 
those  of  his  subordinate  commanders  accompanying  it,  give  the  details 
of  tliat  most  successful  campaign.*  He  was  dependent  for  the  supply 
of  his  armies  upon  a  single-track  railroad  from  Nashville  to  the  point 
where  he  was  operating.  This  passed  the  entire  distance  through  a 
hostile  country,  and.  every  foot  of  it  had  to  be  protected  by  troops. 
The  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  under  Forrest,  in  Northern  Mississippi, 
was  evidently  waiting  for  Sherman  to  advance  far  enough  into  the 
mountains  of  Georgia  to  make  a  retreat  disastrous,  to  get  upon  this 
line  and  destroy  it  beyond  the  possibility  of  further  use.  To  guard 
against  this  danger  Sherman  left  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  sufficient 
force  to  operate  against  Forrest  in  West  Tennessee.  He  directed  Gen- 
eral Washburn,  wIjo  commanded  there,  to  send  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis, 
in  command  6f  this  force,  to  attack  him.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th 
of  June  General  Sturgis  met  the  enemy  near  Guntown,  Miss.,  was 
badly  beaten,  and  driven  back  in  utter  rout  and  confusion  to  Memphis, 
a  distance  of  about  100  miles,  hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy.  By  this, 
however,  the  enemy  was  defeated  in  his  designs  upon  Sherman's  line 
of  communications.  The  persistency  with  which  he  followed  up  this 
success  exhausted  him,  and  made  a  season  for  rest  and  repairs  neces- 
sary. In  the  meantime  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  with  the  troops  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  that  had  been  sent  by  General  Sherman  to 
General  Banks,  arrived  at  Memphis  on  their  return  from  Red  Kiver, 
where  they  had  done  most  excellent  service.  He  was  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Sherman  to  immediately  take  the  offensive  against  Forrest.  This 
he  did  with  the  promptness  and  effect  which  has  characterized  his  whole 
military  career.  On  the  14th  of  July  he  met  the  enemy  at  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  and  whipped  him  badly.  The  fighting  continued  through  three 
days.  Our  loss  was  small  compared  with  that  of  the  enemy.  Having 
accomplished  the  object  of  his  expedition,  General  Smith  returned  to 
Mempiiis.t  During  the  months  of  March  and  April  this  same  force 
under  Forrest  annoyed  us  considerably.  On  the  24tli  of  March  it 
captured  Union  City,  Ky.,  and  its  garrison,  and  on  the  24th  [25th] 
attacked  Paducah,  commanded  by  Col.  S.  (r.  Hicks,  Fortieth  Illinois 
Volunteers.  Colonel  Hicks,  having  but  a  small  force,  witlidrew  to  the 
forts  near  the  river,  from  where  he  repulsed  the  enemy  and  drove  him 
from  the  place.  On  the  13th  of  April  part  of  this  force,  under  the 
rebel  General  Buford,  summoned  the  garrison  of  Columbus,  Ky.,-«to 
surrender,  but  received  for  reply  from  Colonel  Lawrence,  Thirty-fourth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  that,  being  placed  there  by  his  Government 
with  adequate  force  to  hold  his  post  and  repel  all  enemies  from  it,  sur- 
render was  out  of  the  question.  On  the  morning  of  the  same  dayj 
Forrest  attacked  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  garrisoned  by  a  detachment  •of 
Tennessee  cavalry  and  the  First  Regiment  Alabama  Colored  Troops, 
commanded  by  Major  Booth.  The  garrison  fought  bravely  until  about 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  carried  the  works  by  assault, 
and,  after  our  men  threw  down  their  arms,  proceeded  to  an  inhuman 
and  merciless  massacre  of  the  garrison.  On  the  14th  General  Buford, 
having  failed  at  Columbus,  appeared  before  Paducah,  but  was  again 
driven  oft'.§ 

♦  For  subordinate  reports  of  tlio  Atlanta  cnraiiaign,  see  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Parts  I,  II, 
and  III. 

t  For  subordinate  reports  of  Sturgis'  and  A.  J.  Smith's  expeditions,  see  Vol.  XXXIX, 
Part  I,  pp.  85  and  230. 

{  A  mistake.    Forrest  attacked  Fort  Pillow  on  April  12. 

4  For  subordinate  reports  of  Forrest's  expedition  into  West  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, Bee  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  1,  p.  501. 
3  »  K— vol,  XLVI,  PT  I 
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Guerrillas  and  raiders,  seemingly  emboldened  by  Forrest's  operations, 
were  also  very  active  in  Kentucky.  Tlie  most  noted  of  these  was  Mor- 
gan. With  a  force  of  from  2,000  to  3,000  cavalry  he  entered  the  State 
through  Pound  Gap  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  On  the  11th  of  June  he 
attacked  and  captured  Cynthiana,  with  its  entire  garrison.  On  the  12th 
he  was  overtaken  by  General  Burbridge  and  completely  routed,  with 
heavy  loss,  and  was  Anally  driven  out  of  tlie  State.  This  notorious 
guerrilla  was  afterward  surprised  and  killed  near  Greeneville,  Tenn., 
and  his  command  captured  and  dispersed  by  General  Gillem.* 

In  the  absence  of  otticial  reports  of  the  commencement  of  the  Eed 
Eiver  expedition,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  movements  of  the  troops 
sent  by  General  Sherman  under  A.  J.  Smith,  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
date  of  its  starting.  The  troops  under  General  Smith,  comprising  two 
divisions  of  the  Sixteenth  and  a  detachment  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  left  Vicksburg  on  the  10th  of  March  and  reached  the  designated 
point  on  Eed  Eiver  one  day  earlier  than  that  appointed  by  General 
Banks.  The  rebel  forces  at  Fort  De  Eussy,  thinking  to  defeat  him,  left 
the  fort  on  the  14th  to  give  him  battle  in  the  open  field;  but,  while 
occupying  the  enemy  with  skirmishing  and  demonstrations.  Smith 
pushed  forward  to  Fort  De  Eussy,  which  had.  been  left  with  a  weak 
garrison,  and  cai>tured  it,  with  its  garrison,  about  350  men,  eleven  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  many  small-arms.  Our  loss  was  but  slight.  On  the 
15th  he  pushed  forward  to  Alexandria,  which  place  he  reached  on  the 
18th.  On  the  21st  he  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Hender- 
son's Hill,  in  which  he  defeated  him,  capturing  210  prisoners  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  On  the  28th  he  again  attacked  and  defeated  the 
enemy,  under  the  rebel  General  Taylor,  at  Cane  Eiver.t  By  the  26th 
General  Banks  had  assembled  his  whole  army  at  Alexandria  and  pushed 
forward  to  Grand  Ecore.  On  the  morning  of  April  6  he  moved  from 
Grand  Ecore.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  his  advance  engaged  the 
enemy  near  Pleasant  Hill  and  drove  him  from  the  field.  On  the  same 
afternoon  the  enemy  made  a  stand  eight  miles  beyond  Pleasant  Hill,  but 
was  again  compelled  to  retreat.  On  the  8th,  at  Sabine  Cross-Eoads 
and  Peach  Hill,the  enemy  attacked  and  defeated  his  advance,  capturing 
nineteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  an  immense  amount  of  transportation 
and  stores.  During  the  night  General  Banks  fell  back  to  Pleasant 
Hill,  where  another  battle  was  fought  on  the  9th,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
with  great  loss.  During  the  night  General  Banks  continued  his  retro- 
grade movement  to  Grand  Ecore,  and  thence  to  Alexandria,  which  he 
reached  on  the  27th  of  April.  Here  a  serious  difficulty  arose  in  getting 
Admiral  Porter's  fleet,  which  accompanied  the  expedition,  over  the 
rapids,  the  water  having  fallen  so  much  since  they  passed  up  as  to  pre- 
vent their  return.  At  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  (now  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral) Bailey,  and  under  his  superintendence,  wing-dams  were  con- 
structed, by  which  the  channel  was  contracted  so  that  the  fleet  passed 
down  the  rapids  in  safety. 

The  army  evacuated  Alexandria  on  the  14th  of  May,  after  consider- 
able skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  advance,  and  reached  Morganza  and 
Point  Coupee  near  the  end  of  the  month.  The  disastrous  termination 
of  this  expedition,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  rendered  impractica- 
ble the  carrying  out  of  my  plans  of  a  movement  in  force  suflicient  to 
insure  the  capture  of  Mobile. 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  operations  in  Kentucky  anrt  Ka.st  Tennessee  see  Vol. 

t  A  mistake.     A.  J.  Smith's  coiumiuid  reached  Cotile  Lamling-  Jlarch  28. 
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On  tlie  23d  of  March  Majoi-tieiieral  Steele  left  Little  Rock  with  the 
Seventh  Army  Corps  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks'  expedition  on 
Ked  River,  and  reached  Arkadelphia  on  the  liSth.  On  the  3  6th  of  April, 
after  driving  the  enemy  before  him,  he  was  joined  near  Elkin's  Ferry,in 
Ouachita  County,  by  General  Thayer,  who  h  ad  marched  from  Fort  Smith. 
After  several  severe  skirmishes,  in  which  the  enemy  was  defeated,  Gen- 
eral Steele  reached  Camden,  which  he  occupied  about  the  middle  of  April. 
On  learning  the  defeat  and  consequent  retreat  of  General  Banks  on  Red 
River  and  the  loss  of  one  of  his  own  trains  at  Mark's  Mills,  in  Dallas 
County,  General  Steele  determined  to  fall  back  to  the  Arkansas  River. 
He  left  Camden  on  the  26th  of  Ajiril  and  reached  Little  Rock  on  the  2d 
of  May.  On  the  30th  of  April  the  enemy  attacked  him  while  crossing 
Saline  River  at  Jenkins'  Ferry,  but  was  repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 
Our  loss  was  about  600  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Major-Gen- 
eral  Canby,  who  had  been  assigned  to  tbe  command  of  the  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi,  was  therefore  directed  to  send  the  Nine- 
teenth Army  Corps  to  join  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  and 
to  limit  the  remainder  of  his  command  to  such  operations  as  might  be 
necessary  to  hold  the  ])ositions  and  lines  of  communications  he  then 
occupied.  Before  starting  General  A.  J.  Smitli's  troops  back  to  Sher- 
man, General  Canby  sent  a  part  of  it  to  disi)erse  a  force  of  the  enemy 
that  was  collecting  near  the  Mississippi  River,  (ieneral  Smith  met  and 
defeated  this  force  near  Lake  Chicot  on  the  5th  of  June.  Our  loss  was 
about  40  killed  and  70  wounded.  In  the  latter  part  of  July  General 
Canby  sent  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  wiih  such  forces  as  he  could 
collect,  to  co-operate  with  Admiral  Farragut  against  the  defenses  of 
Mobile  Bay.  On  the  8th  of  August  Fort  Gaines  surrendered  to  the 
combined  naval  and  land  forces.-  Fort  Powell  was  blown  up  and  aban- 
doned. On  the  9th  Fort  Morgan  was  invested,  and  after  a  severe  bom- 
bardment surrendered  on  the  23d.  The  total  captures  amounted  to 
1,464  prisoners  and  104  pieces  of  artillery.* 

About  the  last  of  August,  it  being  reported  that  the  rebel  General 
Price,  with  a  force  of  about  10,000  men,  had  reached  Jacksonport,  on 
his  way  to  invade  Missouri,  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  then  en 
rout«  from  Memphis  to  join  Sherman,  was  ordered  to  Missouri.  A  cav- 
alry force  was  also,  at  the  same  time,  sent  from  Memphis,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Winsloyr.  This  made  General  Rosecrans'  forces  supe- 
rior to  those  of  Price,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  he  would  be  able  to 
check  Price  and  drive  him  back,  while  the  forces  under  General  Steele, 
in  Arkansas,  would  cut  ott'  his  retreat.  On  the  26th  day  of  September 
Price  attacked  Pilot  Knob  and  forced  the  garrison  to  retreat,  and  thence 
moved  north  to  the  Missouri  River,  and  continued  up  that  river  toward 
Kansas.  General  Curtis,  commanding  Department  of  Kansas,  imme- 
diately collected  such  forces  as  he  could  to  repel  liis  invasion  of  Kansas, 
while  General  Rosecrans'  cavalry  was  operating  in  his  rear.  The  enemy 
was  brought  to  battle  on  the  Big  Blue  and  defeated,  with  the  loss  of 
nearly  all  his  artillery  and  trains  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  He 
made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  Northern  Arkansas.  The  impunity  with 
which  Price  was  enabled  to  roam  over  the  State  of  Missouri  for  a  long 
time,  and  the  incalculable  mischief  done  by  him,  shows  to  how  little 
purpose  a  superior  force  may  be  used.  There  is  no  leason  why  General 
Rosecrans  should  not  have  concentrated  hisforces  and  beaten  and  driven 
Price  before  the  latter  reached  Pilot  Knob.t 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  operations  iigaiust  Mobile,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I, 
p.  402. 
tFor  subordinate  reports  of  operations  iu  Missouri,  see  Vol.  XLI,  Part  I. 
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September  20  the  eueiuy's  cavalry  under  Forrest  crossed  the  Ten- 
nessee near  Waterloo,  Ala.,  and  on  the  23d  attacked  the  garrison  at 
Athens,  consisting  of  GOO  men,  wliicli  caj)itulated  on  the  24th.  Soon 
after  the  surrender  two  regiments  of  re-enforcements  arrived,  and,  after 
a  severe  flght,  were  compelled  to  surrender.  Forrest  destroyed  the 
railroad  westward,  captured  the  garrison  at  Sulphur  Branch  trestle, 
skirmished  with  the  garrison  at  Pulaski  on  the  27th,  and  on  the  same 
day  cut  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  near  Tullahoma  and 
Decherd.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  one  column  of  Forrest's  com- 
mand, under  Buford,  appeared  before  Huntsville,  and  summoned  the 
surrender  of  the  garrison.  Eeceiving  an  answer  in  the  negative,  he 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  until  next  morning,  wlien  he  again 
summoned  its  surrender,  and  received  the  same  reply  as  on  the  night 
before.  He  withdrew  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  had  been 
regarrisoned,  and  attacked  it  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of  October, 
but  without  success.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  he  renewed  his  attack, 
but  was  handsom.ely  re])ulsed.  Another  column,  under  Forrest,  appeared 
before  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  but  did  not  make  an  attack. 
On  tlie  morning  of  the  3d  he  moved  toward  Mount  Pleasant.  While 
these  operations  were  going  on  every  exertion  was  made  by  General 
Tlioinas  to  destroy  the  forces  under  Forrest  before  he  could  recross  the 
Tennessee,  but  was  unable  to  prevent  his  escai)e  to  Corinth,  Miss. 

In  September  an  expedition  under  General  Burbridge  was  sent  to 
destroy  the  salt-works  at  Saltville,  Va.  He  met  the  enemy  on  the  2d 
of  October,  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Saltville,  and  drove  him 
into  his  strongly-intrenched  position  around  the  salt-works,  from  which 
he  was  unable  to  dislodge  him.  During  the  night  he  Mithdrew  his 
command  and  returned  to  Kentucky.* 

General  Sherman,  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  put  his 
armies  in  camp  in  and  about  the  place,  and  made  all  preparations  for 
refitting  and  supplying  them  for  future  service.  The  great  length  of 
road  from  Atlanta  to  the  Cumberland  River,  however,  which  had  to 
be  guarded,  allowed  the  troops  but  little  rest. 

During  this  time  Jeff.  Davis  made  a  speech  in  Macon,  Ga.,  which  was 
reported  in  the  papers  of  the  South,  and  soon  became  known  to  the 
wliole  country,  disclosing  the  ])lans  of  the  enemy,  thus  enabling  Gen- 
eral Sherman  to  fully  meet  them.  He  exhibited  the  weakness  of  sup- 
posing that  an  army  that  had  been  beaten  and  fearfully  decimated  in  a 
vain  attempt  at  the  defensive  could  successfully  undertake  the  offensive 
against  the  army  that  had  so  often  defeated  it.  In  execution  of  this 
plan,  Hood,  with  his  army,  was  soon  reported  to  the  southwest  of 
Atlanta.  Moving  far  to  Sherman's  right,  he  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
railroad  about  Big  Shanty,  and  moved  north  on  it. 

General  Sherman,  leaving  a  force  to  hold  Atlanta,  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  army  fell  upon  him  and  drove  him  to  Gadsden,  Ala.  Seeing 
the  constant  annoyance  he  would  have  with  the  roads  to  liis  rear  if 
we  attempted  to  hold  Atlanta,  General  Sherman  proposed  the  abandon- 
ment and  destruction  of  that  place,  with  all  the  railroads  leading  to  it 
and  telegraphed  me  as  follows :  ' 

'■'v.^rKKVn.LK,  Ua.,  October  JO,  7,W4—„onn. 
LieutenaDC-tieiienil  (tRant: 

Dispatch  about  Wilson  jnst  received.  Hood  is  now  crossing  Coosa  River  twelve 
miles  below  Koine,  bouud  west.     If  he  passes  over  the  Mobile  .nnd  <  )hi<>  ro.i'd  h.id  I 
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not  lietter  execute  the  plan  of  my  letter  sent  by  Colonel  Porter,  and  leave  General 
'J'lionins,  ■with  the  troops  now  iu  Tennessee,  to  defend  tbe  State?  He  will  have  an 
am])le  force  when  the  re-enforcements  ordered  reach  Nashville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 

For  ji  full  understanding:  of  the  plan  referred  to  in  tbis  dispatch,  I 
qnote  from  the  letter  sent  by  Colonel  Porter: 

I  will  therefore  give  my  opinion  that  your  army  and  Canby's  should  be  re-enforced 
to  the  maximum;  that,  after  you  gvi  Wi1min<:;ton,  you  strike  for  Savannah  and  the 
river;  that  Cauby  be  instructed  to  hold  the  Mississippi  River,  and  send  a  force  to  get 
(.'olumbns,  Ga.,  either  by  the  way  of  the  Alabama  or  Apulachicola,  and  that  I  keep 
Hood  employed  and  put  my  army  in  final  order  for  a  march  on  Augusta,  Columbia, 
and  Charleston,  to  be  ready  as  soon  as  Wilmington  is  sealed  as  to  commerce  and  the 
city  of  8avaun.ih  is  iu  onr  possession. 

This  was  in  reply  to  a  letter  of  mine  of  date  September  12,  in  answer 
to  a  dispatch  of  his  containing  substantially  the  same  proposition,  and 
iu  which  I  iuformed  him  of  a  proposed  movemeut  against  Wilmington, 
and  of  the  situation  in  A'irginia,  &c. 

City  Point,  Va.,  Octohcr  11,  1SG4—11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  SHEUMA^ : 

Your  dispatch  of  October  10  received.  Does  it  not  look  as  if  Hood  was  going  to 
attem]>t  the  invasion  of  Middle  Tennessee,  using  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  aud  Memphis 
and  Charleston  roads  to  supply  his  liase  on  the  Tennessee  River,  about  Florence  or 
Decatur?  If  he  does  this,  he  ought  to  be  met  and  prevented  from  getting  north  of 
the  Tennessee  River.  If  you  were  to  cut  loose,  I  do  not  believe  you  would  meet 
Hood's  army,  but  would  be  bushwhacked  by  all  the  old  men,  little  boys,  aud  such 
railroad  guards  as  are  still  left  at  home.  Hood  would  probably  strike  for  Nashville, 
thinking  that  by  going  north  be  could  inflict  greater  damage  u])on  us  than  we  could 
upon  the  rebels  by  going  south.  If  there  is  any  w.'iy  of  getting  at  Hood's  army,  I 
would  prefer  that ;  but  I  must  trust  to  your  own  judgment.  1  iind  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  send  a  force  from  here  to  act  with  you  on  Savauuah.  Your  movements, 
therefore,  will  be  independent  of  mine,  at  least  nntil  the  fall  of  Richmond  takes 
])1ace.  I  am  afraid  Thomas,  with  such  lines  of  road  as  he  has  to  protect,  could  not 
prevent  Hood  from  going  north.  With  Wilson  turned  loose  with  all  your  cavalry, 
you  will  find  the  rebels  i)Ut  much  more  on  the  defensive  than  heretofore. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutettant-dcneral. 

KlNG.STON,  Ga.,  Octoher  11,  1S64 — 11  a.  m. 
L^utenant-General  Grant: 

Hood  moved  his  army  from  Palmetto  Station  across  by  Dallas  and  Cedartown, 
and  is  now  on  the  Coosa  River,  south  of  Rome.  He  threw  one  corps  on  my  road  at 
Acworth,  and  I  was  forced  to  follow.  I  hold  Atlanta  with  the  Twentieth  Corps, 
and  have  strong  detachments  along  uiy  line.  This  reduces  my  active  force  to  a 
comparatively  small  army.  We  cannot  remain  here  on  the  defensive  With  the 
25,0(10  men,  and  the  bold  cavalry  he  has,  he  can  constantly  break  my  roads.  I 
would  infinitely  prefer  to  make  a  wreck  of  the  road  aud  of  the  country  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Atlanta,  including  the  latter  city,  send  back  all  my  wounded  and  wortli- 
less,  and,  with  my  eft'ective  army,  move  through  Georgia,  smashing  things  to  the 
•sea.  Hood  may  turn  into  Tennessee  aud  Kentucky,  but  I  believe  he  will  be  forced 
to  follow  nie.  Instead  of  my  being  on  the  defensive,  I  would  he  on  the  offensive; 
instead  of  guessing  at  what  he  means  to  do,  lie  would  have  to  guess  at  my  plans. 
Tlie  difference  in  war  is  full  25  )(er  cent.  I  cau  make  Savannah,  Charleston,  or  the 
mouth  of  the  Chattahopi'hec.  Answer  «iuick,  as  I  know  we  will  not  have  the  tel- 
egraph long.  ,  , 

'        W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  (i  eiirral. 

City  Poixt,  Va.,  Octoher  11,  1.104—11.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  \V.  T.  Sherman: 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  received.  If  you  are  satisfied  the  trip  to  the  sea-coast 
can  be  made,  holding  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  River  iirnily,  you  may  make  it, 
destroying  all  the  railroad  south  of  Daltuu  or  Chattanooga,  as  you  think  best. 

E.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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It  was  the  original  design  to  hold  Atlanta,  and  by  getting  through  to 
the  coastjWitli  a  garrison  left  on  the  sontlieni  railroads  leading  east  and 
west  through  Georgia,  to  effectually  sever  the  East  from  the  West;  in 
other  words,  cut  the  would-he  Confederacy  in  two  again,  as  it  had  been 
cut  once  by  our  gaining  possession  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver.  General 
Sherman's  plan  virtually  effected  this  object.  General  Sherman  com- 
menced at  once  his  preparations  for  his  proposed  movement,  keeping 
his  army  in  position  in  the  mean  time  to  watch  Hood.  Becoming 
satisfied  that  Hood  had  moved  westward  from  Gadsden  across  Sand 
Mountain,  General  Sherman  sent  the  Fourth  Corps,  Major-General  Stan- 
ley commanding,  and  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  Major-General  Schofield 
commanding,  back  to  Chattanooga  to  report  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
at  Nashville,  whom  he  had  placed  in  command  of  all  the  troops  of  his  mili- 
tary division  save  the  four  army  corps  and  cavalry  division  he  designed 
to  move  with  through  Georgia.  With  the  troops  thus  left  at  his  dis- 
posal, there  was  little  doubt  that  General  Thomas  would  hold  the  line  of 
the  Tennessee,  or  in  the  e\ent  Hood  shouldforce  it,  would  be  able  to  con- 
centrate and  beat  him  in  battle.  It  was  therefore  readily  consented  to 
that  Sherman  shoiild  start  for  the  sea-coast.  Having  concentrated  his 
troops  at  Atlanta  by  the  14th  of  November,  he  commenced  his  march, 
threatening  both  Augusta  and  Macon.  His  coming-out  point  could  not 
be  definitely  fixed.  Having  to  gather  his  subsistence  as  he  marched 
through  the  country,  it  was  not  imi)ossible  that  a  force  inferior  to  his 
own  might  compel  him  to  head  for  such  point  as  he  could  reach,  instead 
of  such  as  he  might  prefer.  The  blindness  of  the  enemy,  however,  in 
ignoring  his  movement,  and  sending  Hood's  army,  the  only  consider- 
able force  he  had  west  of  Richmond  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
northward  on  an  offensive  campaign,  left  the  whole  country  open  and 
Sherman's  route  to  his  own  choice.  How  that  campaign  was  conducted, 
how  little  opposition  was  met  with,  the  condition  of  the  country  through 
which  the  armies  passed,  the  capture  of  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Savan- 
nah River,  and  the  occupation  of  Savannah  on  the  21st  of  December, 
are  all  clearly  set  forth  in  General  Sherman's  admirable  report.* 

Soon  after  General  Sherman  commenced  his  march  from  Atlanta, 
two  expeditions,  one  from  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  one  from  Vicks- 
burg.  Miss.,  were  started  by  General  Canby  to  cut  the  enemy's  lines 
of  communication  with  Mobile  and  detain  trooi)s  in  that  field.  Gen- 
eral Foster,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  also  sent  an  expedi- 
tion, via  Broad  River,  to  destroy  the  railroad  between  Charleston  and 
Savannah.  The  expedition  fiom  Vicksburg,  under  command  of  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  J).  Osband  (colonel  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry),  cap- 
tured, on  the  27th  of  November,  and  destroyed  the  Mississippi  Central 
Railroad  bridge  and  trestle-work  over  Big  Black  River,  near  Canton, 
thirty  miles  of  the  road,  and  two  locomotives,  besides  large  amourfts 
of  stores.  The  expedition  from  Baton  Rouge  was  without  favorable 
results.  The  expedition  from  the  Department  of  the  South,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  V.  Hatch,  consisting  of  about 
5,000  men  of  all  arms,  inclnding  a  brigade  from  the  Navy,  proceeded 
up  Broad  River  and  embarked  at  Boyd's  Neck  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, from  where  it  moved  to  strike  the  railroad  at  Grahamville.  At 
Honey  Hill,  about  three  miles  from  Grahamville,  the  enemy  was  found 
and  attacked  in  a  strongly  fortified  i)osition,  which  resulted,  after  severe 
fighting,  in  our  repulse,  with  a  loss  of  746  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing.    During  the  night  General  Hatch  withdrew.    On  the  6th  of 

•For  Hubonliuiite  reports  of  the  Siivannah  campaigD,  see  Vol.  XLIV. 
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December  General  Foster  obtained  a  position  covering  tlie  Charleston 
and  Savannah  IJailroad.  between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tulifinny 
Rivers. 

Bood,  instead  of  following  Sherman,  continued  his  move  north- 
ward, which  seemed  to  me  to  be  leading  to  his  certain  doom.  At  all 
events,  had  I  had  the  power  to  command  both  armies,  I  should  not 
have  changed  the  orders  under  which  he  seemed  to  be  acting.  On  the 
26th  of  October  the  advance  of  Hood's  army  attacked  the  garrison  at 
Decatur,  Ala.,  but  failing  to  carry  the  place,  withdrew  toward  Court- 
land,  and  succeeded,  in  the  face  of  our  cavalry,  in  effecting  a  lodgment 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  Itiver,  near  Florence.  On  tlie  28th 
Forrest  reached  the  Tennessee,  at  Fort  Heiman,  and  captured  a  gun- 
boat and  three  transports.  On  the  2d  of  November  he  planted  batteries 
above  and  below  Johnsoiiville,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  isolat- 
ing three  gun-boats  an<l  eight  transports.  On  the  4th  the  enemy 
opened  his  batteries  upon  the  place,  and  was  replied  to  from  the  gun- 
boats and  the  garrison.  The  gun-boats  becoming  disabled  were  set  on 
fire,  as  also  were  the  transports,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  About  $1,500,000  worth  of  stores  and  property  on  the 
levee  and  in  store-houses  was  consumed  by  fire.  On  the  oth  the  enemy 
disappeared  and  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  above 
Johnsonville,  moving  toward  Clifton,  and  sub.sequently  joined  Hood. 
On  the  night  of  the  5th  General  Schofleld,  with  the  advance  of  the 
Twenty -third  Corps,  reached  Johnsonville,  but  finding  the  enemy  gone, 
was  ordered  to  Pulaski,  and  put  in  command  of  all  the  troops  there, 
with  instructions  to  watch  the  movements  of  Hood  and  retard  his 
advance,  but  not  to  risk  a  general  engagement  until  the  arrival  of 
General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  fiom  Missouri,  and  until  General  Wil- 
son could  get  his  cavalry  remounted. 

On  the  19th  General  Hood  continued  his  advance.  General  Thomas, 
retarding  him  as  much  as  possible,  fell  back  toward  Nashville  for  the 
purpose  of  concentrating  his  command  and  gaining  time  for  the  arrival 
of  re-enforcements.  The  enemy  coming  up  with  our  main  force,  com- 
manded by  General  Schofleld,  at  Franklin,  on  the  30th,  assaulted  our 
works  repeatedly  during  the  afternoon  until  late  at  night,  but  were  in 
every  instance  repulsed.  His  loss  in  this  battle  was  1,750  killed,  702 
prisoners,  and  3,800  wounded.  Among  his  losses  were  6  general  oflScers 
killed,  6  wounded,  and  1  captured.  Our  entire  loss  was  2,300.  This 
was  the  first  serious  opposition  the  enemy  met  with,  and  I  am  satisfied 
was  the  fatal  blow  to  all  his  expectations.  During  the  night  General 
Schofield  fell  back  toward  Nashville.  This  left  the  field  to  the  enemy — 
not  lost  by  battle,  but  voluntarily  abandoned — so  that  General  Thomas' 
whole  force  might  be  brought  together.  The  enemy  followed  up  and 
commenced  the  establishment  of  his  line  in  front  of  Nashville  on  the  2d 
of  December.  As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  Hood  was  crossing 
the  Tennessee  River,  and  that  Price  was  going  out  of  Missouri,  General 
Rosecrans  was  ordered  to  send  to  Genernl  Thomas  the  troops  of  General 
A.  J.  Smith's  command  and  such  otlier  troops  as  he  could  spare.  The 
advance  of  this  re-enforcement  reached  Nashville  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber. On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  De(;ember  (ieneral  Thomas  attacked 
Hood  in  position,  and,  in  a  battle  lasting  two  days,  defeated  and  drove 
him  from  the  field  in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  in  our  hands  most  of 
his  artillery  andmany  thousand  pris()ners,includingfour  general oflBcers. 

Before  the  battle  of  Nashville  I  grew  very  impatientover,  asitappeared 
to  me,  the  unnecessary  delay.  This  impatience  was  increased  upon 
learning  that  the  enemy  had  sent  a  force  of  cavalry  across  the  Cum- 
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berland  into  Kentucky.  I  feared  Hood  would  cross  Lis  whole  army 
and  give  us  great  trouble  there.  After  urging  upon  General  Thomas 
the  necessity  of  immediately  assuming  the  ottensive,  1  started  west  to 
superintend  matters  there  in  person.  Eeachiug  Washington  City,  I 
received  General  Thomas'  dispatch  announcing  his  attack  upon  the 
enemy,  and  the  result  as  far  as  the  battle  had  progressed.  I  was 
delighted.  All  fears  and  apprehensions  were  dispelled.  I  am  not  yet 
satisfied  but  that  General  Thomas,  immediately  upon  the  appearance 
of  Hood  before  Nashville,  and  before  he  had  time  to  fortify,  should 
have  moved  out  with  his  whole  force  and  given  him  battle,  instead  of 
waiting  to  remount  his  cavalry,  which  delayed  him  until  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  made  it  impracticable  to  attack  earlier  than  he  did. 
But  his  final  defeat  of  Hood  was  so  complete  that  it  will  be  accepted 
as  a  vindication  of  that  distinguished  officer's  judgment. 

After  Hood's  defeat  at  Nashville  he  retreated,  closely  pursued  by 
cavalry  and  infantry,  to  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  being  forced  to  abandon 
many  pieces  of  artillery  and  most  of  his  transportation.  On  the  28th 
of  December  our  advance  forces  ascertained  that  he  had  made  good 
his  escape  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  About  this  time,  the  rains 
having  set  in  heavily  in  Tennessee  and  North  Alabama,  making  it 
difficult  to  move  army  transportation  and  artillery,  Geneial  Thomas 
stopped  the  pursuit  by  his  main  force  at  the  Tennessee  Kiver.  A 
small  force  of  cavalry,  under  Col.  W.  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  continued  to  follow  Hood  for  some  distance,  capturing  con- 
siderable transportation  and  the  enemy's  pontooji  bridge.  The  details 
of  these  operations  will  be  found  clearly  set  forth  in  General  Thomas' 
report.* 

A  cavalry  expedition,  under  Brevet  Major-General  Grierson,  started 
li'om  Memphis  on  the  21st  of  December.  On  the  25th  he  surprised 
and  captured  Forrest's  dismounted  camp  at  Verona.  Miss.,  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  destroyed  the  railroad,  sixteen  cars  loaded 
with  wagons  and  pontoons  for  Hood's  army,  4,000  new  English  carbines, 
and  large  amounts  of  public  stores.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  he 
attacked  and  captured  a  force  of  the  enemy  at  Egypt,  and  destroyed 
a  train  of  fourteen  cars;  thence,  turning  to  the  southwest,  he  struck 
the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  at  Winona,  destroyed  the  factories 
and  large  amounts  of  stores  at  Bankston,  and  the  machine  shops  and 
public  property  at  Grenada,  arriving  at  Vicksbnrg  January  5.  During 
tliese  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  enemy,  with  a  force  under 
General  Breckinridge,  entered  East  Tennessee.  On  the  13th  of  Novem -' 
ber  he  attacked  General  Gillem  near  Morristown,  capturing  his  artil- 
lery and  several  hundred  prisoners.  Gillem,  with  what  was  left  of  his 
command,  retreate<l  to  Knoxville.  Following  up  his  success,  Breckin- 
ridge moved  to  near  Knoxville,  but  withdrew  on  the  18th,  followed  by 
General  Ammen.  Under  the  directions  of  General  Thomas,  General 
Stoneman  concentrated  the  commands  of  Generals  Burbridge  and 
Gillem  near  Bean's  Station,  to  operate  against  Breckinridge  and  de- 
stroy or  drive  him  into  Virginia,  destroy  the  salt-works  at  Saltville  and 
the  railroad  into  Virginia  as  far  as  he  could  go  without  endangering 
his  command.  On  the  12tli  of  December  he  commenced  his  movement 
capturing  and  disjjersing  the  enemy's  forces  wherever  he  met  them! 
On  the  16th  he  struck  the  enemy  under  Vaughn  at  Marion,  completely 
routing  and  pursuing  him  to  Wytheville,  capturing  all  his  artillery 
trains,  and  198  prisoners,  and  destroyed  Wytheville,  with  its  stores  and 
sui)plies,  and  the  extensive  lead- works  near  there.  Returning  to  Marion 

*For  Bubordinate  reports  of  the  Nashville  campajg;u,  see  Vol.  XLV,  Part  I. 
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lie  met  a  force  under  Breckiuridge,  consisting,  among  other  troops,  of 
tlie  garrison  of  Saltville  that  had  started  in  pursuit.  He  at  once  made 
arrangements  to  attack  it  the  next  morning,  but  morning  found  Breck- 
inridge gone.  He  then  moved  directly  to  Saltville,  and  destroyed  the 
extensive  salt- works  at  that  place,  a  large  amount  of  stores,  and  cap- 
tured eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Having  thus  successfully  executed  his 
instructions,  he  returned  General  Burbridge  to  Lexington  and  General 
Gillem  to  Knoxville.* 

Wilmington,  >■.  C,  was  the  most  important  sea-coast  port  left  to  the 
enemy  through  which  to  get  supplies  from  abroad  and  send  cotton  and 
other  products  out  by  blockade-runners,  besides  being  a  place  of  great 
strategic  value.  The  navy  had  been  making  strenuous  exertions  to 
seal  the  harbor  of  Wilmington,  but  with  only  partial  effect.  The  nature 
of  the  outlet  of  Cape  Fear  Biver  was  such  that  it  required  watching 
for  80  great  a  distance  that,  without  possession  of  the  land  north  of 
New  Inlet  or  Fort  Fisher,  it  was  impossible  for  the  navy  to  entirely 
close  the  harbor  against  the  entrance  of  blockade-runners.  To  secure 
the  possession  of  this  laud  required  the  co-operation  of  a  land  force, 
which  I  agreed  to  furnish.  Immediately  commenced  the  assemblage 
in  Hampton  Eoads,  under  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  of  the  most  formidable 
armada  ever  collected  for  concentration  upon  one  given  point.  This 
necessarily  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  that,  of  the 
loyal  North,  and  through  the  imprudence  of  the  public  press,  and  very 
likely  of  officers  of  both  branches  of  service,  the  exact  object  of  the 
expedition  became  a  subject  of  common  discussion  in  the  newspapers 
both  North  and  South.  The  enemy,  thus  warned,  prepared  to  meet  it. 
This  caused  a  postponement  of  the  expedition  until  the  latter  part  of 
November,  Avheu,  being  again  called  upon  by  Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  agreed  to  furnish  the  men  required  at  once, 
and  went  myself,  in  company  with  Major-General  Butler,  to  Hampton 
Koads,  where  we  had  a  conference  with  Admiral  Porter  as  to  the  force 
required  and  the  time  of  starting.  A  force  of  6,500  men  was  regarded 
as  sufBcient.  The  time  of  starting  was  not  definitely  arranged,  but  it 
was  thought  all  would  be  ready  by  the  6th  of  December,  if  not  before. 
Learning  on  the  30th  of  November  that  Bragg  had  gone  to  Georgia, 
taking  with  him  most  of  the  forces  about  Wilmington,  I  deemed  it  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  expedition  should  reach  its  destinatiou 
before  the  return  of  Bragg,  and  directed  General  Butler  to  make  all 
arrangements  for  the  departure  of  Major-General  Weitzel,  who  had 
been  designated  to  command  the  land  forces,  so  that  the  navy  might 
not  be  detained  one  moment. 

On  the  6th  of  December  the  following  instructions  were  given: 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  C,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.F.  Buti.er: 

General  :  The  first  object  of  the  expedition  nnder  General  Weitzel  is  to  close  to 
the  enemy  the  port  ofWilmington.  If  successful  in  this,  the  second  will  be  to  cap- 
ture Wilmington  itself.  There  are  reasonable  grounds  to  liojie  for  success  if  advan- 
tage can  be  taken  of  the  absence  of  the  jn^eater  part  of  the  enemy's  forces  now  looking 
nfter  Sherman  in  Georgia.  The  directions  j  ou  have  given  for  the  numbers  and 
ei|uipnieut  of  the  expedition  are  all  right,  except  in  the  unimportant  matter  of 
where  they  embark  and  the  amount  of  intrenching  tools  to  be  taken.  The  object  of 
the  expedition  will  be  gained  by  ettecting  a  landing  ou  the  mainland  between  Cai>e 
Fear  River  and  the  Atlantic,  north  of  the  north  entrance  to  the  river.  Should  such 
landing  be  effected  while  the  enemy  still  holds  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  guard- 
ing the  entrance  to  the  river,  then  the  troops  should  intrench  themselves,  and,  by 
co-operating  with  the  navy,  effect  the  reduction  and  capture  of  those  places.    These 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  operations  in  East  Tennessee  and  Southwest  Virginia, 
see  Vol.  XLV,  Part  I. 
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in  our  hands,  the,  navy  could  enter  the  harbor,  and  the  port  of  Wilmington  ■would 
be  sealed.  Should  Fort  Kisher  and  the  point  of  laud  onwhich  it  is  built  fall  into  the 
hands  of  our  troops  iuiuietliately  on  landing,  then  it  will  be  worth  the  attempt  to 
capture  Wilmington  by  a  forced  march  and  surprise.  If  time  is  consumed  in  gain- 
ing the  first  object  of  the  expedition,  the  second  will  become  a  matter  of  after  con- 
sideration. 

The  details  for  execution  arc  intrusted  to  you  and  the  oflBcer  immediately  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops. 

Should  the  troops  under  General  Weitzel  fail  to  effect  a  landing  at  or  near  Fort 
Fisher,  they  will  be  returned  to  ihv  armies  operating  against  Kichmond  without 
delay. 

U.  S.  GRAIJT, 
JAeutenant-General. 

General  Butler  commanding  the  army  from  which  the  troops  were 
taken  for  this  enterprise,  and  the  territory  within  which  they  were  to 
oi)erate,  military  courtesy  required  that  all  orders  and  instructions 
should  go  through  him.  They  were  so  sent;  but  General  Weitzel  has 
since  officially  informed  me  that  he  never  received  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tions, nor  was  he  aware  of  their  existence  until  he  read  General  Butler's 
published  official  report  of  the  Fort  Fisher  failure,  with  my  indorse- 
ment and  papers  accompanying  it.  I  had  no  idea  of  General  Butler's 
accompanying  the  expedition  until  the  evening  before  it  got  off  from 
Bermuda  Hundred,  and  then  did  not  dream  but  that  General  Weitzel 
had  received  all  the  instructions  and  would  be  in  command.  -I  rather 
formed  the  idea  that  General  Butler  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  wit- 
ness the  effect  of  the  explosion  of  the  powder-boat.  The  expedition  was 
detained  several  days  at  Hampton  Roads  awaiting  the  loading  of  the 
powder-boat.  The  importance  of  getting  the  Wilmington  expedition 
off  without  any  delay,  with  or  without  the  powder-boat,  had  been  urged 
upon  General  Butler,  and  he  advised  to  so  notify  Admiral  Porter.  The 
expedition  finally  got  off  on  the  13th  of  December,  and  arrived  at  Ihe 
place  of  rendezvous  (off  I^ew  Inlet,  near  Fort  Fisher)  on  the  evening  ot 
the  15th.  Admiral  Porter  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  having 
put  in  at  Beaufort  to  get  ammunition  for  the  monitors.  The  sea  becom- 
ing rough,  making  it  difficult  to  land  troops,  and  the  supply  of  water 
and  coal  being  about  exhausted,  the  transport  fleet  put  back  to  Beau- 
fort to  replenish;  this,  with  the  state  of  the  weather,  delayed  the 
return  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  until  the  24th.  The  powder-boat  was 
exploded  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  before  the  return  of  General 
Butler  from  Beaufort,  but  it  would  seem  from  the  notice  taken  of  it  in 
the  Southern  newspapers  that  the  enemy  were  never  enlightened  as  to 
the  object  of  the  explosion  until  they  were  informed  by  the  Northern 
press. 

On  the  25th  a  landing  was  effected  without  opposition,  and  a  recon- 
naissance, under  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  pushed  up  toward 
the  fort.  But  before  receiving  a  full  report  of  the  result  of  this  recon- 
naissance. General  Butler,  in  direct  violation  of  the  instructions  given 
ordered  the  re-embarkatiou  of  the  troops  and  the  return  of  the  expedi- 
tion. The  re-embarkation  was  accomplished  by  the  morning  of  the  27th. 
On  the  return  of  the  expedition,  officers  and  nieu — among  them  Bvt! 
Maj.  Gen.  (then  brevet  brigadier-general)  N.  M.  Curtis,  First  Lieut. 

G.  W.  Boss, Regiment  Vermont  Volunteers  [One  hundred  and 

seventeenth  New  York],  First  Lieut.  William  II.  Walling,  and  Second 
Lieut.  George  Simpson,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Vol- 
unteers—voluntarily reported  to  me  that  when  recalled  they  were 
nearly  into  the  fort,  and,  in  their  opinion,  it  could  have  been  taken 
without  much  loss.* 


*  For  subordinate  reports  of  Butler's  expedition,  see  Vol.  XLII,  Part  I, 
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Soon  after  the  return  of  the  expedition,  I  received  a  dispatch  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  a  letter  from  Admiral  Porter,  informing 
me  that  the  fleet  was  still  oil'  Fort  Fisher,  and  expressing  the  convic- 
tion that,  unde  a  proper  leader,  the  place  could  be  taken.  The  natural 
supposition  with  me  was  that,  when  the  troops  abandoned  the  expedi- 
tion, the  na^TT  would  do  so  also.  Findijig  it  had  not,  however,  1 
answeried  on  the  30th  of  December,  advising  Admiral  Porter  to  hold  on, 
and  that  1  would  send  a  force  and  make  another  attempt  to  take  the 
place.  This  time  I  selected  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  (now  major-general)  A.  H. 
Terry  to  command  the  expedition.  Tlie  troops  composing  it  consisted 
of  the  same  that  composed  the  former,  with  the  addition  of  a  small 
brigade,  numbering  about  1,500,  and  a  small  siege  train.  The  latter  it 
was  never  found  necessary  to  land.  I  communicated  direct  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition  the  following  instructions : 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  3, 18G5. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

General:  Tho  expedition  intrusted  to  your  comm.and  has  been  fitted  out  to  renew 
the  attempt  to  capture  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  .and  Wilmington  ultimately,  if  the  fort 
falls.  You  will  then  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  the  naval  fleet  lying 
oft'  Cape  Fear  River,  and  report  the  arrival  of  yourself  and  command  to  Admiral  D. 
D.  Porter,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  most  complete  understanding  should  exist 
between  yourself  and  the  naval  commander.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  you  consult 
with  Admiral  Porter  freely,  and  get  from  him  the  part  to  be  performed  by  each 
branch  of  the  public  service,  so  that  there  may  bo  unity  of  action.  It  would  be 
well  to  h.ive  the  whole  programme  laid  down  in  writing.  I  have  served  with 
Admiral  Porter,  and  know  that  yon  can  rely  on  his  judgment  and  his  nerve  to  under- 
take what  he  proposes.  I  Avould,  therefore,  defer  to  him  a.s  iiiiich  as  is  consistent 
with  your  own  responsibilities.  The  first  object  to  be  .attained  is  to  get  a  firm  posi- 
tion on  the  spit  of  land  on  which  Fort  Fisher  is  built,  from  which  you  can  operate 
against  that  fort.  You  want  to  look  to  the  practicability  of  receiving  your  supplies, 
and  to  defending  yourself  against  superior  forces  sent  against  you  ijy  any  of  the 
avenues  left  open  to  the  enemy.  If  such  a  position  can  be  obtained,  the  siege  of 
Fort  Fisher  will  not  be  abandoned  until  its  reduction  is  accomplished  or  another 
plan  of  campaign  is  ordered  from  these  headquarters. 

My  own  views  are  that,  if  you  eft'ect  a  landing,  the  navy  ought  to  run  a  portion 
of  their  fleet  into  Cape  Fear  River,  while  tho  balance  of  it  operates  on  the  outside. 
Land  forces  cannot  invest  Fort  Fisher,  or  cut  it  oft'  from  supplies  or  re-enforcements, 
while  the  river  is  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

A  siege  train  will  be  loaded  on  vessels  and  sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  in  readiness  to  be 
sent  to  you  if  required.  All  other  supplies  can  bo  drawn  from  Beaufort  as  you  need 
them.  Keep  the  fleet  of  vessels  with  you  until  your  position  is  assured.  AVhen  you 
find  they  can  be  spared,  order  them  back,  or  such  of  them  as  you  can  spare,  to  Fort 
Monroe,  to  report  for  orders.  In  rase  of  failure  to  effect  a  landing,  bring  your  com- 
mand back  to  Beaufort,  and  report  to  these  headquarters  for  further  instructions. 
You  will  not  debark  at  Beaufort  until  so  directed. 

General  Sheridan  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  di  vision  of  troops  to  Baltimore  and 
place  them  on  sea-going  vessels.  These  troops  will  be  brought  to  Fort  Monroe  and 
kept  there  on  the  vessels  until  you  are  heard  from.  Should  you  require  them,  they 
will  be  sent  you. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Comstock,  aide-de-camp  (now  brevet  brigadier-gen- 
eral), who  accompanied  the  former  expedition,  was  assigned  in  orders 
as  chief  engineer  to  this.  It  will  be  seen  that  these  instructions  did  not 
diflfer  materially  from  those  given  for  the  tirst  expedition,  and  that  in 
neither  instance  was  there  an  order  to  assault  Fort  Fisher.  This  was 
a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  officer.  The 
expedition  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  arriving 
ou  the  rendezvous,  off  Beaufort,  on  the  8th,  where,  owing  to  the  difB- 
culties  of  the  weather,  it  lay  until  the  morning  of  the  12th,  when  it  got 


44  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      (Chap.  LVni. 

under  vriiy  and  reached  its  destination  tliat  evening.  Under  cover  of 
the  fleet,  tlie  disembarkation  of  the  troops  commenced  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  and  by  3  p.  m.  was  completed  without  loss.  On  the  14th  a 
reconnaissance  was  pushed  to  within  500  yards  of  Fort  Fislier,  and  a 
small  advance  work  taken  possession  of  and  turned  into  a  defensive 
line  against  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  from  the  fort.  This  recon- 
naissance disclosed  the  fact  that  the  front  of  the  work  had  been  seri- 
ously injured  by  the  navy  flre.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  the  fort 
was  assaulted,  and,  after  most  desperate  figliting,  was  captured,  with 
its  entire  garrison  and  armament.  Thus  was  secured,  by  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  navy  and  army,  one  of  the  most  important  successes  of 
the  war.  Our  loss  was,  killed,  110;  wounded,  536.  On  the  16th  and 
17th  the  enemy  abandoned  and  blew  up  Fort  Caswell  and  the  works  on 
Smith's  Island,  which  were  immediately  occupied  by  us.  This  gave  us 
entire  control  of  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver.* 

At  my  request,  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  was  relieved,  and  Maj.  Gen. 
B.  O.  C.  Ord  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  J^^orth  Carolina. 

The  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  no  longer  requiring  the  force 
which  had  beaten  and  nearly  destroyed  the  only  army  threatening  it, 
I  determined  to  find  other  fields  of  operation  for  General  Thomas' 
surplus  troops — fields  from  Avhich  they  would  co-operate  with  other 
movements.  General  Thomas  was  therefore  directed  to  collect  all  troops 
not  essential  to  hold  his  communications  at  Eastport,  in  readiness  for 
orders.  On  the  7th  of  January  General  Thomas  was  directed,  if  he  was 
assured  of  the  departure  of  Hood  south  from  Corinth,  to  send  General 
Schofield  with  his  corps  East  with  as  little  delay  as  i^ossible.  This 
direction  was  promptly  complied  with,  and  the  advance  of  the  corps 
reached  Washington  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  whence  it  was  sent 
to  Fort  Fisher  and  New  Berne.  On  the  26th  he  was  directed  to  send 
General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  and  a  division  of  cavalry  to  report  to 
General  Canby.  By  the  7th  of  February  the  whole  force  was  en  route 
for"  its  destination. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  was  constituted  into  a  military  depart- 
ment, and  General  Schofield  assigned  to  command,  and  placed  under  the 
orders  of  Major-General  Sherman.  The  following  instructions  Avere 
given  him : 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  SI,  1860. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

General:  *  *  •  Yonr  movements  are  intended  as  co-operative  with  Sherman's 
throngh  the  States  of  Soiitli  and  North  Carolina.  The  first  point  to  be  attained  is 
to  secure  Wilmington.  Goldsborough  will  then  he  your  objective  point,  moving 
either  from  Wilmington  or  New  Berne,  or  both,  as  yon  deem  best.  Should  you  not 
be  able  to  reach  Goldsborough,  you  will  advance  on  the  line  or  lines  of  railway  con- 
necting that  place  with  the  sea-coast,  as  near  to  it  as  you  can,  building  the  road 
behind  you.  The  enterprise  under  you  has  two  objects :  the  first  is,  to  give  General 
Sherman  material  aid,  if  needed,  iu  his  march  north;  the  second,  to  open  a  base  of 
supplies  for  him  on  his  line  of  inarch.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  you  can  determine 
which  of  the  two  points,  Wilmington  or  New  Bfrne,  you  can  best  use  for  throwin" 
BU])|>lie8  from  to  the  interior,  you  will  commence  the  accumulation  of  twenty  day? 
rations  and  forage  for60,000  men  and  20,000  animals.  You  will  get  of  these  asmanv 
as  you  can  house  and  protect  to  such  ]>oint  in  the  interior  as  you  may  be  able  to 
occupy.  I  believe  General  Palmer  has  received  some  instructions  direct  from  Gen- 
eral Sherman  on  the  subject  of  securing  8.upplies  for  his  army.  Yon  can  learn  what 
steps  he  has  taken,  and  be  governed  in  your  requisitions  accordingly.  A  supply  of 
ordnance  stores  will  also  be  necessary. 


*  For  subordinate  reports  of  Terry's  expedition,  see  p.  393. 
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Make  all  requisitions  upon  the  chiefs  of  their  respective  departments  in  the  field 
with  me  at  City  Point.  Communicate  with  me  by  every  opportunity,  and,  should 
you  deem  it  necessary  at  any  time,  send  a  special  boat  to  Fort  Monroe,  from  which 
point  you  can  communicate  by  telegraph. 

The  supplies  referred  to  in  these  instructions  are  exclusive  of  those  required  for 
your  own  command. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  may  justify  or  even  make  it  your  imperative  duty 
to  cut  loose  from  your  base  and  strike  for  the  interior  to  aid  Sherman.  In  such  case 
yon  will  act  on  your  own  judgment,  without  waiting  for  instructions.  You  will 
report,  however,  what  you  purpose  doing.  The  details  for  carrying  out  these  instruc- 
tions are  necessarily  left  to  you.  I  would  urge,  however,  if  I  did  not  know  that  you 
are  already  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  it,  prompt  action.  Sherman  may  l»e 
looked  for  in  the  neighborhood  of  GoUlsborough  any  time  from  the  22d  to  the  28th 
of  February ;  this  limits  your  time  very  materially. 

If  rolling-stock  is  not  secured  in  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  it  can  be  supplied 
from  ^Ya8hington.  A  large  force  of  railroad  men  have  already  been  sent  to  Beau- 
fort, and  other  mechanics  will  go  to  Fort  Fisher  in  a  day  or  two.  On  this  point  I 
have  informed  you  by  telegraph. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Previous  to  givinp  tliese  instructions  I  had  visited  Fort  Fisher) 
a«conipiinied  by  General  Schotield,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  for  myself 
the  (condition  of  things,  and  personally  conferring  with  General  Terry 
and  Admiral  Porter  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done- 
Anticipating  the  arrival  of  General  Sherman  at  Savannah — his  army 
entirely  foot  loose,  Hood  being  tiien  before  Nashville,  Tenii.,  the  South- 
ern railroads  destroyed,  so  that  it  would  take  several  months  to  re  es- 
tablish a  through  line  from  west  to  east,  ami  regarding  the  cai)ture  of 
Lee's  army  as  the  most  important  operation  toward  closing  the  rebel- 
lion— I  sent  orders  to  General  Sherman,  on  the  6th  of  December,  that 
aftiir  establishing  a  base  on  the  sea-coast,  with  necessary  garrison,  to  in- 
clude all  his  artillery  and  cavalry,  to  come  by  water  to  City  Point  with 
the  balance  of  his  command.*  On  the  18th  of  December,  having  received 
information  of  tlie  defeat  and  utter  rout  of  Hood's  army  by  General 
Thomas,  and  that,  owing  to  the  great  diflRcnlty  of  procuring  ocean 
transportatioji,  it  would  take  over  two  months  to  transport  Sherman's 
army,  and  doubting  whether  he  might  not  contribute  as  much  toward 
the  desired  result  by  operating  from  where  he  was,  I  wrote  to  him  to 
that  eflect  and  asked  him  for  his  views  as  to  what  would  be  best  to  do.* 
A  few  days  after  this  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Sher- 
man, of  date  16th  December,*  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  order  of 
tlie  6th,  and  informing  me  of  his  preparations  to  carry  it  into  effect  as 
soon  as  he  could  get  transportation;  also,  that  he  had  expected,  upon 
reducing  Savannah,  instantly  to  march  to  Columbia,  S.  0.,  thence  to 
Haleigfa,  and  thence  to  report  to  me;  but  that  this  would  consume 
about  six  weeks'  time  after  the  fall  of  Savannah,  whereas  by  sea  he 
could  probably  reacii  me  by  the  middle  of  Jaiuiary.  The  confidence 
he  manifested  in  this  letter  of  being  able  to  march  up  and  .join  me 
pleased  me,  and  without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  I 
directed  him,  on  the  28th  [27th*]  of  December,  to  make  preparations  to 
start,  as  he  proposed  without  delay  to  break  up  the  railroads  in  North 
and  South  Carolina  and  join  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  as 
soon  as  he  could. 

On  the  21st  of  January  I  informed  General  Sherman  that  I  had 
ordered  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  Major-General  Schofleld  commanding, 
East;  that  it  numbered  about  21,000  men;  that  we  had  at  Fort  Fisher 
about  8,000  men,  at  New  Berne  about  4,000 ;  that  if  Wilmington  was 

*See  Vol. X^fv,  pp.  636, 740, 786, and 820, respectivdy"; 
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captured,  General  Schofield  would  go  there;  if  not,  he  would  be  sent 
to  New  Berne;  that,  in  either  event,  all  the  surplus  force  at  both  points 
would  move  to  the  interior  toward  Goldsborougli,  in  co-operation  with 
his  movement;  that  from  either  point  railroad  communication  could  be 
run  out;  and  that  all  these  troops  would  be  subject  to  his  orders  as  he 
came  into  communication  with  them.  In  obedience  to  his  instructions. 
General  Schofield  proceeded  to  reduce  Wilmington,  N.  C,  in  co-oper- 
ation with  the  navy  under  Admiral  Porter,  moving  his  forces  up  both 
sides  of  the  Cape  Fear  Biver.  Fort  Anderson,  the  enemy's  main 
defense  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  was  occupied  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  it  after  our  appearance  before  it. 
After  fighting  on  the  20th  and  21st,  our  troops  entered  Wilmington  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  enemy  having  retreated  toward  Golds- 
borough  during  the  night.  Preparations  were  at  once  made  for  a 
movement  on  Goldsborough  in  two  columns — one  from  Wilmington, 
and  the  other  from  Isew  Berne — and  to  repair  the  railroads  leading 
there  from  each  place,  as  well  as  to  supply  General  Sherman  by  Cape 
Fear  River,  toward  Fayetteville,  if  it  became  necessary.  The  column 
from  New  Berne  was  attacked  on  the  8th  of  March  at  Wise's  Forks,  and 
driven  back  with  the  loss  of  several  hundred  prisoners.  On  the  11th 
the  enemy  renewed  his  attack  ui)on  our  intrenched  position,  but  was 
repulsed  with  severe  loss,  and  fell  back  during  the  night.  On  the  14th 
the  Neuse  River  was  crossed  and  Kinston  occupied,  and  on  the  21st 
Goldsborough  was  entered.  The  column  from  Wilmington  reached 
Cox's  Bridge,  on  the  Neuse  River,  ten  miles  above  Goldsborough,  on 
the  22d. 

By  the  1st  of  February  General  Sherman's  whole  army  was  in  motion 
from  Savannah.  He  captured  Columbia,  S.  C,  on  the  17th;  thence 
moved  on  Goldsborough,  N.  C,  via  Fayetteville,  reaching  the  latter 
place  on  the  12th  of  March,  opening  up  communication  with  General 
Schofield  by  way  of  Cape  Fear  River.  On  the  15th  he  resumed  his 
march  on  Goldsborough.  He  met  a  force  of  the  enemy  at  Averasbor- 
ough,  and  after  a  severe  fight  defeated  and  <!ompelled  it  to  retreat.  Our 
loss  in  the  engagement  was  about  000 ;  the  enemy's  loss  was  much 
greater.  On  the  18th  [19thJ  the  combined  forces  of  the  enemy,  under  Joe 
Johnston,  attacked  his  advance  at  Bentouville,  capturing  three  guns 
and  driving  it  back  upon  the  main  body.  General  Slocum,  who  was  in 
the  advance,  ascertaining  that  the  whole  of  Johnston's  army  was  in 
the  front,  arranged  his  troops  on  the  defensive,  intrenched  himself,  and 
awaited  re-enforcements,  which  were  pushed  forward.  On  the  night  of 
the  2l8t  the  enemy  retreated  to  Smithfleld,  leaving  his  dead  and 
wounded  in  our  hands.  From  there  Sherman  continued  to  Goldsbor- 
ough, which  place  had  been  occupied  by  General  Schofield  on  the  '21st, 
crossing  the  Neuse  River  ten  miles  above  there,  at  Cox's  Bridge,  where 
General  Terry  had  got  possession  and  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge,  on  the 
22d,  thus  forming  a  .junction  with  the  columns  from  New  Berne  and 
Wilmington.  Among  the  important  fruits  of  this  campaign  was  the 
fall  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  It  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  night 
of  the  17th  of  February,  and  occupied  by  our  forces  on  the  18th.* 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  January  General  Thomas  was  directed 
to  send  a  cavalry  expedition,  under  General  Stoueman,  from  East  Ten- 
nessee, to  penetrate  South  Carolina  well  down  toward  Columbia,  to 
destroy  the  railroads  and  military  resources  of  the  country,  and  return, 
ifhe  was  able,  to  East  Tennessee,  by  way  of  Salisbury,  N.  C,  releasing 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  the  eampaigu  of  the  CaroUuas,  see  Vol.  XLVII,  Part  I. 
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our  prisoners  there,  if  possible.  Of  the  feasibility  of  this  latter,  how- 
ever, General  Stoneman  was  to  judge.  Sherman's  movements,  I  had 
no  doubt,  would  attract  the  attention  of  all  the  force  the  enemy  could 
collect  and  fiacilitate  the  execution  of  this.  General  Stoneman  was  so 
late  in  making  his  start  on  this  expedition,  and  Sherman  having  passed 
out  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  27th  of  February  I  directed 
General  Thomas  to  change  his  course,  and  ordered  him  to  repeat  his 
raid  of  last  fall,  destroying  the  railroad  toward  Lynchburg  as  far  as  he 
could.  This  would  keep  him  between  our  garrisons  in  East  Tennessee 
and  the  enemy.  I  regarded  it  not  impossible  that  in  the  event  of  the 
enemy  being  driven  from  Eichmond,  he  might  fall  back  to  Lynchburg 
and  attempt  a  raid  north  through  East  Tennessee.  On  the  14th  of 
February  the  following  communication  was  sent  to  General  Thomas : 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  14, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

General  Canby  is  preparing  a  movement  from  Mobile  Bay  a<;ainst  Mobile  and  the 
interior  of  Alabama.  His  force  will  consist  of  about  20,000  men,  besides  A.  J.  Smith's 
command.  The  cavalry  you  have  sent  to  Canby  will  be  debarked  at  Vicksburg.  It, 
with  the  available  cavalry  already  in  that  section,  will  move  from  there  eastward  in 
co-operation.  Hood's  army  has  been  terribly  reduced  by  the  severe  punishment  you 
gave  it  in  Tennessee,  by  desertion  consequent  upon  their  defeat,  and  now  by  the 
withdrawal  of  many  of  them  to  oppose  Sherman.  (I  take  it  a  large  portion  of  the 
infantry  has  been  so  withdrawn.  It  is  so  asserted  in  the  Richmond  papers,  and  a 
member  of  the  rebel  Congress  sai'd  a  few  days  since  in  a  speech  that  one-half  of  it  had 
been  brought  to  South  Carolina  to  oppose  Sherman.)  This  being  true,  or  even  if  it 
is  not  true,  Canby's  movement  will  attract  all  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  leave 
the  advance  from  your  stand-point  easy.  I  think  it  advisable,  therefore,  that  you 
prepare  as  much  of  a  cavalry  force  as  you  can  spare,  and  hold  it  in  readiness  to  go 
south.  The  object  would  be  three-fold:  First,  to  attract  as  much  of  the  enemy's 
force  as  possible  to  insure  success  to  Canby ;  second,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  lines  of 
communication  and  military  resources;  third,  to  destroy  or  capture  their  forces 
brought  into  the  field.  Tuscaloosa  and  Selma  would  probably  be  the  points  to  direct 
the  expedition  against.  This,  however,  would  not  be  so  important  as  the  mere  fact 
of  penetrating  deep  into  Alabama.  Discretion  should  be  left  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  expedition  to  go  where,  according  to  the  informatioii  ho  may  receive, 
he  will  best  secure  the  objects  named  above. 

Now  that  your  force  has  been  so  much  depleted,  I  do  not  know  what  number  of 
men  you  can  put  into  the  field.  If  not  more  than  5,000  men,  however,  all  cavalry, 
I  think  it  will  be  sufficient.  It  is  not  desirable  that  you  should  start  this  expedition 
until  the  one  leaving  Vicksburg  has  been  three  or  four  diiys  out,  or  even  a  week. 
I  do  not  know  when  it  will  start,  but  will  inform  you  by  telegraph  as  soon  as  I  learn. 
If  you  should  hear  through  other  sources  before  hearing  from  me,  you  can  act  on  the 
information  received. 

To  insure  success,  yonr  cavalry  should  go  with  as  little  wagon  train  as  possible, 
relying  upon  the  country  for  supplies.  I  would  also  reduce  the  number  of  guns  to 
a  battery,  or  the  number  of  batteries,  and  put  the  extra  teams  to  the  guns  taken. 
No  guns  or  caissons  should  be  taken  Avith  less  than  eight  horses. 

Please  inform  me  by  telegraph,  on  receipt  of  this,  what  force  you  think  you  will 
be  able  to  send  under  these  directions. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-GeneraJ. 

On  the  15th  he  was  directed  to  start  the  expedition  as  soon  after  the 
20th  as  he  could  get  it  off.  I  deemed  it  (tf  the  utmost  importance, 
before  a  general  movement  of  the  armies  operating  against  Eichmond, 
that  all  communication  with  the  city  north  of  James  Eiver  should  be 
cut  off.  The  enemy  having  withdrawn  the  bulk  of  his  force  from  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  sent  it  south,  or  replaced  troops  sent  from 
Eichmond,  and  desiring  to  re-enforce  Sherman,  if  practicable,  whose 
cavalry  was  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  to  that  of  the  enemy,  F  deter- 
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miued  to  make  a  move  from  the  Shenandoah,  which,  if  successful,  would 
accomplish  the  first,  at  least,  and  possibly  the  latter  of  these  objects. 
I  therefore  telegraphed  General  Sheridan  as  follows: 

CiTV  Point,  Va.,  February  M,  1865—1  p.  m. 
Maj.Gen. P.  H.  Sheridan: 

General  :  As  soon  ai  it  is  possible  to  travel  I  think  you  will  liave  no  diflficnlty 
abont  reaching  Lynchburg  with  a  cavalry  force  alone.  From  there  you  could  destroy 
the  railroad  and  canal  in  every  direction,  so  as  to  be  of  no  further  use  to  the  rebellion. 
Sufficient  cavalry  should  be  left  behind  to  look  after  Mosby's  gang.  From  Lynch- 
burg, j^information  you  might  get  there  would  justify  it,  you  could  strike  south, 
heading  ihe  streams  in  Virginia  to  the  westward  of  Danville,  and  push  on  and  join 
General  Sherman.  This  additional  raid — with  one  now  about  starting  from  East 
Tennessee  under  Stoneman,  numbering  4,000  or  5,000  cavalry ;  one  from  Vicksburg, 
numbering  7,000  or  8,000  cavalry;  one  from  Eastport,  Miss.,  10,000  cavalry;  Canby 
from  Mobile  Bay,  with  about  38,000  mixed  troops— these  three  latter  pushing  for 
Tuscaloosa,  Selma,  and  Montgomery ;  and  Sherman  with  a  large  army  eating  out  the 
vitals  of  South  Carolina— is  all  that  will  be  wanted  to  leave  nothing  for  tlie  rebellion 
to  stand  upon.  I  would  advise  you  to  overcome  great  obstacles  to  accomplish  this. 
Charleston  was  evacuated  on  Tuesday  last. 

U.  S.  (iKANT,  >^- 
Lieutenant- General. 

On  the  25th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Sheridan,  inquiring 
where  Sherman  was  aiming  for,  and  if  i  could  give  him  detinit*  intbr- 
mation  as  to  the  points  he  might  be  expect  €id  to  move  on  this  side  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C     In  answer  the  following  telegram  was  sent  him : 

City  Point,  Va.,  Fehruanj  25, 1S6S. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan  : 

General:  Sherman's  movements  will  depend  on  the  .amount  of  opposition  he 
meets  with  from  the  enemy.  If  strongly  opposed,  he  may  possibly  have  to  fall  back 
to  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  tit  out  for  .a  new  start.  I  think,  however,  all  danger  for 
the  necessity  of  going  to  that  ]ioint  has  passed.  I  believe  ho  has  passed  Charlotte. 
He  may  take  Fayettevillc  on  his  way  to  Goldsborough.  If  you  reach  Lynchburg, 
you  will  have  to  bOiguided  in  your  after  movements  by  the  information  you  obtain. 
Before  you  could  possibly  reach  Sherman,  1  think  you  would  find  him  moving  from 
Goldsborough  toward  Kaleigh,  or  engaging  the  enemy  strongly  posted  .at  one  or  the 
other  of  these  places,  with  railroad  communications  opened  from  his  army  to  Wil- 
mington or  New  Borne. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Liealenant-General. 

General  Sheridan  moved  from  Winchester  on  the  27tli  of  February 
with  two  divisions  of  cavalry  numbering  about  5,000  each.  On  the 
Ist  of  March  he  secured  the  bridge,  which  the  enemy  attempted  to 
destroy,  across  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  at  Mount  Craw- 
ford, and  entered  Staunton  on  the  2d,  the  enemy  having  retreated  on 
AVaynesborough.  Thence  he  pushed  on  to  Waynesborough,  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force  in  an  intrenched  position,  under  General 
Early.  Without  stopping  to  make  a  reconjiaissance,  an  immediate 
attack  was  made,  the  position  was  carried,  and  1,600  prisoners,  11 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  horses  and  caissons  complete,  200  wagons  and 
teams  loaded  with  subsistence,  and  1 7  battle-flags  were  captured.  The 
prisoners,  under  an  escort  of  1,500  men,  were  sent  back  to  Winchester. 
Thence  he  marched  on  Charlottesville,  destroying  effectually  the  rail- 
road and  bridges  as  he  went,  which  place  he  reacrhed  on  the  3d.  Here 
he  remained  two  days,  destroying  the  railroad  toward  Richmond  and 
Lynchburg,  including  the  large  iron  bridges  over  the  North  and  South 
Forks  of  the  Kivanna  River,  and  awaiting  the  arrival  of  his  trains. 
This  necessary  delay  caused  him  to  iibaudou  the  idea  of  capturing 
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Lynchburg.  On  the  luoriiing  of  the  6th,  dividing  his  force  into  two 
cohimns,  he  sent  one  to  Scottsville,  whence  it  marched  up  the  James 
Kiver  Canal  to  New  Market,  destroying  every  lock,  and  in  many  places 
the  bank  of  the  canal.  From  here  a  force  was  pushed  out  from  this 
column  to  Duguidsville,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  bridge  across  the 
James  River  at  that  place,  but  failed.  The  enemy  burned  it  on  our 
approach.  The  enemy  also  burned  the  bridge  across  the  river  at 
Hardwlcksville.  The  other  column  moved  down  the  railroad  toward 
Lynchburg,  destroying  it  as  far  as  Amherst  Court-House,  sixteen  miles 
from  Lynchburg;  thence  across  the  country,  uniting  with  the  column  at 
New  Market.  The  river  being  very  high,  his  pontoons  would  not  reach 
across  it;  and  the  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridges  by  which  he 
had  hoped  to  cross  the  river  and  get  on  the  South  Side  Kailroad  about 
FarmviJle,  and  destroy  it  to  Appomattox  Court-House,  the  only  thing 
left  for  him  was  to  return  to  Winchester  or  strike  a  base  at  the  White 
House.  Fortunately,  he  chose  the  latter.  From  New  Market  he  took 
up  his  line  of  march,  following  the  canal  toward  Bichmond,  destroying 
every  lock  upon  it  and  cutting  the  banks  wherever  practicable,  to  a 
])oiiit  eight  miles  east  of  Goochland,  concentrating  the  whole  force  at 
Columbia  on  the  10th.  Here  he  rested  one  day,  and  sent  through  by 
scouts  information  of  his  whereabouts  and  purposes,  and  a  request  for 
supplies  to  meet  him  at  White  House,  which  reached  me  on  the  night 
of  the  12th.  An  infantry  force  was  immediately  sent  to  get  possession 
of  White  House,  and  supplies  were  forwarded.  Moving  from  Colum- 
bia in  a  direction  to  threaten  Bichmond,  to  near  Ashland  Station,  he 
crossed  the  Annas,  and  after  having  destroyed  all  the  bridges  and 
many  miles  of  the  railroad,  proceeded  down  the  north  bank  of  the 
Panmnkey  to  White  House,  which  place  he  reached  on  the  19th.* 

Previous  to  this  the  following  communication  was  sent  to  General 
Thomas: 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  7, 1865— 9.S0  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas: 

Gknf.ral:  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  now  for  you  to  repair  the  railroad  in  East 
Tennessee,  and  throw  a  good  force  up  to  Bull's  Gap  and  fortify  there.  Supplies  at 
Knoxville  could  always  be  got  forward  as  required.  With  Bull's  Gap  fortified,  you 
can  occupy  as  outposts  about  all  of  East  Tennessee,  and  be  prepared,  if  it  should 
be  required  of  you  in  the  spring,  to  make  a  campaign  toward  I^ynchburg  or  into 
North  Carolina.  I  do  not  think  Stonenian  should  break  the  road  until  he  gets  into 
Virginia,  unless  it  should  be  to  cut  off  rolling-stock  that  may  be  caught  west  of  that. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenaht-Geneval. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  March,  1865,  General  Canby  was  moving 
an  adequate  force  against  Mobile  and  the  army  defending  it  under 
General  Dick  Taylor;  Thomas  was  pushing  out  two  large  and  well- 
appointed  cavalry  expeditions — one  from  Middle  Tennessee,  under 
Brevet  Major-General  Wilson,  against  the  enemy's  vital  points  in  Ala- 
bama; the  other  from  East  Tennessee,  under  MaJor-General  Stoneman, 
toward  Lynchburg— and  assembling  the  remainder  of  his  available 
forces  preparatory  to  offensive  operations  from  East  Tennessee;  Gen- 
eral Sheridan's  cavalry  was  at  White  House;  the  Armies  of  the 
Potomac  and  James  were  confronting  the  enemy  under  Lee  in  his 
defenses  of  Bichmond  and  Petersburg;  General  Sherman  with  his 
armies,  re-enforced  by  that  of  General  Scholield,  was  at  Goldsborongli ; 

'  For  subordinate  reports  of  Slifridaii'.s  expeditidu,  see  p.  474. 
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General  Pope  was  making  preparations  for  a  spring  campaign  agaiitst 
the  enemy  under  Kirby  Smith  and  Price,  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and 
General  Hancock  was  concentrating  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Win- 
chester, Va.,  to  guard  against  invasion  or  to  operate  offensively,  as 
might  prove  necessary.  After  the  long  march  by  General  Sheridan  s 
cavalry,  over  winter  roads,  it  was  necessary  to  rest  and  refit  at  White 
House.  At  this  time  the  greatest  source  of  uneasiness  to  me  was  the 
fear  that  the  enemy  would  leave  his  strong  lines  about  Petersburg  and 
Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  Johnston,  before  he  was 
driven  from  them  by  battle  or  I  was  prepared  to  make  an  effectual  pur- 
suit. On  the  24th  of  March  General  Sheridan  moved  from  White 
House,  crossed  tlie  James  Eiver  at  Jones' Landing,  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  27th. 
During  this  move  iSeneral  Ord  sent  forces  to  cover  the  crossings  of  the 
Chickahominy.  On  the  24th  of  March  the  following  instructions  for  a 
general  movement  of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  were 
issued : 

ClTV  Point,  Va.,  March  24,  1SG5. 
HajoT-Genernls  Meadk,  Ord,  and  Sheridan: 

Gexekal:  On  the  29th  iiistaut  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  will  be 
moved  by  our  left,  for  the  double  purpose  of  turning  the  enemy  out  of  his  present 
position  "around  Petersburg  and  to  insure  tlie  success  of  the  cavalry  under  General 
ijheridau,  which  will  start  at  the  same  time,  in  its  efforts  to  reach  and  destroy  the 
South  Side  and  Danville  railroads.  Two  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  be 
moved  at  first  in  two  columns,  taking  the  two  roads  crossing  H.atcher's  Run  nearest 
where  the  present  line  held  by  us  strikes  that  stream,  both  moving  towaid  Din- 
widdle Court-House. 

The  cavalry  under  General  Sheridan,  joined  by  the  division  now  under  General 
Davies,  will  move  at  the  same  time  by  the  Weldou  road  and  the  Jerusalem  plank 
road,  turning  west  from  the  latter  before  crossing  the  Nottoway,  and  west  Avith  the 
whole  column  before  reaching  Stony  Creek.  General  Sheridan  will  then  move 
independently,  under  other  iustrnctions  which  will  be  given  him.  All  dismounted 
cavalry  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  dismounted  cavalry  from 
the  Middle  Military  Division  not  required  for  guarding  property  belonging  to 
their  arm  of  service,  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Beuham,  to  be  added  to  the 
defenses  of  City  Point.  Major-General  Parke  will  be  left  in  comnii'nd  of  all  the  army 
loft  for  holding  the  lines  about  Petersburg  and  City  Point,  subject,  of  course,  to 
oirders  from  the  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  Ninth  Army  Corps 
will  be  left  intact  to  hohl  the  present  line  of  works  so  long  as  the  whole  line  now 
occupied  by  us  is  held.  If,  however,  the  troops  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Corps  are 
withdrawn,  then  the  left  of  the  corps  may  be  thrown  back  so  as  to  occupy  the  position 
held  by  the  army  prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Weldou  road.  All  troops  to  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  Corps  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice  by  such 
route  as  may  be  designated  when  the  order  is  given. 

General  Ord  will  detach  three  divisions,  two  white  and  one  colored,  or  so  much  of 
them  as  he  can,  and  hold  his  present  lines  .and  march  for  the  present  left  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potiimac.  In  the  absence  of  further  orders,  or  until  further  orders  are  given, 
the  white  divisions  will  follow  the  left  column  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the 
colored  division  the  right  column.  During  the  movement  Major-General  Weitzel 
will  be  left  iu  command  of  all  the  forces  remaining  behind  from  the  Army  of  the 
James. 

The  movement  of  troops  from  the  Army  of  the  James  Avill  commence  on  the  night 
of  the  27th  instant.  General  Ord  will  leave  behind  the  minimum  number  of  cavairy 
necessary  for  picket  duty,  in  the  absence  of  the  main  army.  A  cavalry  expedition 
i'rom  General  Ord's  command  will  also  be  started  from  Suffolk,  to  leave  there  on 
Saturday,  the  1st  of  April,  under  Colonel  Sumner,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the 
railroad  about  Hicksford.  This,  if  accomplished,  will  have  to  lie  a  surprise,  and 
therefore  from  300  to  500  men  will  be  sufficient.  They  should,  however,  be  supported 
by  all  the  infantry  that  can  be  spared  from  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  as  far  out  as  to 
where  the  cavalry  crosses  the  iilackwater.  The  crossing  should  probably  be  at 
Uuiten.  Should  Colonel  Sumner  succeed  in  reaching  the  Weldou  road  he  will  ba 
instructed  to  do  all  the  damage  possible  to  the  triangle  of  roads  between  Hicksford 
Weldon,  and  Gaston.  The  railroad  bridge  at  Weldon  being  litted  up  for  the  passage 
of  caixiages,  it  might  be  practicable  to  destroy  any  accumulation  of  supplies  th» 
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enemy  ma^,  iiave  collected  south  of  the  Soanoke,  All  the  troops  will  inuve  with  four 
days'  rations  in  haversacks  and  eight  days'  in  wagons.  To  avoid  as  niucU  hauling 
as  possible,  and  to  give  the  Army  of  the  Jamf  s  the  same  nnmber  of  days'  snpply  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Ord  will  direct  his  commissary  and  quarterniaster 
to  have  snfficient  supplies  delivered  at  the  terminus  of  the  road  to  iill  up  in  passiug. 
Sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  will  be  taken  in  wagonH,  and  as  much  grain  as 
the  transportation  on  hand  will  carry,  after  taking  the  specified  amount  of  otlier 
supplies.  The  densely  wooded  country  in  which  the  army  has  to  operate  making 
the  use  of  much  artillery  impracticable,  the  amount  taken  with  the  army  will  be 
rednced  to  six  or  eight  guns  to  each  division,  at  the  option  of  the  army  commanders. 

All  necessary  preparations  for  carrying  t.bese  directions  into  operation  may  be 
commenced  at  once.  The  reserves  of  the  Ninth  Corps  should  bo  massed  ub  much  as 
possible.  While  I  would  not  now  order  an  unconditional  attack  on  the  enemy's  line 
by  them,  they  should  be  ready,  and  should  make  the  attack  if  the  enemy  weaken  his 
line  in  their  front,  without' waiting  for  orders'.  In  case  they  carry  the  line,  then  the 
whole  of  the  Ninth  Corps  could  follow  up,  so  as  to  join  or  co-operate  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  army.  To  prepare  for  this  the  Ninth  Corps  will  have  rations  issued  to 
them,  same  as  the  balance  of  the  army.  General  Weitzel  will  keep  vigilant  watch 
upon  his  front,  and  if  found  at  all  practicable  to  break  througli  at  any  point,  be 
will  do  so.  A  success  north  of  the  James  shonld  be  followed  up  with  great  prompt- 
ness. An  attack  will  not  be  feasible  unless  it  is  found  that  the  enemy  has  detached 
largely.  In  that  case  it  may  be  regarded  as  evident  that  the  enemy  are  relyiug 
upon  their  local  reserves,  principally,  for  the  defense  of  Richmond.  Preparations 
may  be  made  for  abandoning  all  the  line  north  of  the  James,  except  inclosed  works — 
only  to  be  abandoned,  however,  after  a  break  is  made  in  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 

By  these  instructions  a  large  part  of  the  armies  0]>erating  against  Richmond  is 
left  behind.  The  enemy,  knowing  this,  may,  as  an  only  chance,  strip  their  lines  to 
the  merest  skeleton,  in  the  hope  of  advantage  not  being  taken  of  it,  while  they  hurl 
everything  against  the  moving  column,  and  return.  It  cannot  be  impressed  too 
strongly  upon  commanders  of  troops  left  in  the  trenches  not  to  allow  this  to  occur 
without  taking  advantage  of  it.  The  very  fact  of  the  enemy  coming  out  to  attack, 
if  he  does  so,  might  be  regarded  as  almost  conclusive  evidence  of  such  a  weakening 
of  his  lines.  I  would  have  it  particularly  enjoined  upon  corps  commanders  that,  in 
case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  those  not  attacked  are  not  to  wait  for  orders  from 
the  commanding  ofiBcer  of  the  army  to  which  they  belong,  but  that  they  will  move 
promptly,  and  notify  the  commander  of  their  action.  I  would  also  enjoin  the  same 
action  on  the  part  of  division  commanders  when  other  parts  of  their  corps  are 
engaged.  In  like  manner,  I  would  urge  the  importance  of  following  up  a  repulse  of 
the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  enemy  assaulted  our  lines  in 
front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  (which  held  from  the  Appomattox  River 
toward  our  left)  and  carried  Fort  Stedman  and  a  part  of  the  line  to 
the  right  and  left  of  it,  established  themselves,  and  turned  the  guns 
of  the  fort  against  us;  but  our  troops  on  either  flank  held  their  ground 
until  the  reserves  were  brought  up,  when  the  enemy  was  driven  back, 
with  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  1,900  prisoners.  Our  loss 
was  68  killed,  337  wounded,  and  506  missing.  General  Meade  at  once 
ordered  the  other  corps  to  advance  and  feel  the  enemy  in  their  respect- 
ive fronts.  Pushing  forward  they  captured  and  held  tlie  enemy's 
strongly  intrenched  picket-line  in  front  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps 
and  834  prisoners.  The  enemy  made  desperate  attempts  to  retake  this 
line,  but  without  success.  Our  loss  in  front  of  these  was  52  killed,  864- 
wounded,  and  207  missing.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  far  greater. 

General  Sherman  having  got  his  troops  all  quietly  in  camp  about 
Goldsborough,  and  his  preparations  for  furnishing  supplies  to  them 
perfected,  visited  me  at  City  Point  on  the  27th  of  March  and  stated 
that  he  would  be  ready  to  move,  as  he  had  previously  written  me,  by 
the  10th  of  April,  fully  equipped  and  rationed  for  twenty  days,  if  it 
should  become  necessary  to  bring  his  command  to  bear  against  Lee's 
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army,  iu  co-operation  with  our  forces  in  front  of  Eichmond  and  Peters- 
buig.  General  Sherman  proposed  in  this  movement  to  threaten  lialeigh, 
and  then,  by  turning  suddenly  to  the  right,  reach  the  Eoanoke  at  Gas- 
ton or  thereabouts,  whence  he  could  move  on  to  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad,  striking  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Bur  keville,  or  join  the 
armies  operating  against  Richmond,  as  might  be  deemed  best.  This 
plan  he  was  directed  to  carry  into  execution,  if  he  received  no  farther 
directions  in  the  meantime.  I  explained  to  him  the  movement  I  had 
ordered  to  commence  on  the  29th  of  March;  that  if  it  should  not  prove 
as  entirely  successful  as  I  hoped  I  would  cut  the  cavalry  loose  to 
destroy  the  Danville  and  South  Side  railroads,  and  thus  deprive  the 
enemy  of  further  supplies,  and  alfeo  prevent  the  rapid  concentration  of 
Lee's  and  Johnston's  armies. 

I  had  spent  days  of  anxiety  lest  each  morning  should  bring  the 
report  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  the  night  before.  I  was  firmly 
convinced  that  Sherman's  crossing  the  Roanoke  would  be  the  signal 
for  Lee  to  leave.  With  Johnston  and  him  combined,  a  long,  tedious, 
and  expensive  campaign,  consuming  most  of  the  summer,  might  become 
necessary.  By  moving  out  I  would  put  the  army  iu  better  condition 
for  pursuit,  and  would  at  least,  by  the  destruction  of  the  Danville  road, 
retard  the  concentration  of  the  two  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston  and 
cause  the  enemy  to  abandon  much  material  that  he  might  otherwise 
save.  I  therefore  determined  not  to  delay  the  movement  ordered.  On 
the  night  of  the  27th  Major-General  Ord,  with  two  divisions  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps,  Major-General  Gibbon  commanding,  and  one 
division  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Birney  command- 
ing, and  Mackenzie's  cavalry,  took  up  his  line  of  march,  in  pursuance  of 
the  foregoing  instructions,  and  reached  the  position  assigned  him  near 
Hatcher's  Run  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  On  the  28th  the  following 
instructions  were  given  to  General  Sheridan : 

CiTV  Point,  Va.,  March  S8,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Shekidan: 

General:  The  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  move  by  the  Vaughan  road  at  3  a.  m.  to- 
morrow morning.  The  Second  moves  at  about  9  a.  m.,  having  but  about  three  miles 
to  march  to  reach  the  point  designated  for  it  to  take  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps, 
after  the  latter  reaching  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  Move  your  cavalry  at  as  early  an 
honr  as  you  can,  and  without  being  confined  to  any  particular  road  or  roads.  You 
may  go  out  by  the  nearest  roads  in  the  rear  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  pass  by  its  left  and 
passing  near  to  or  through  Dinwiddle,  reach  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  you  can.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  position, 
but  to  force  him  out  if  possible.  Should  he  come  out  and  attack  us,  or  get  himself 
where  he  can  be  attacked,  move  in  with  your  entire  forc'e  in  your  own  way,  and  with 
the  full  reliance  that  the  army  will  engage  or  follow,  as  circumstances  will  dictate. 
I  shall  be  on  the  field  and  will  probably  l)e  able  to  communicate  with  you.  Should 
I  not  do  so,  and  you  find  that  the  enemy  keeps  within  his  main  intrenched  line, 
you  may  cut  loose  and  push  for  the. Danville  road.  If  you  find  it  practicable,  I 
would  like  yon  to  cross  the  South  Side  road  between  Petersburg  and  Burkeville, 
and  destroy  it  to  some  extent.  I  would  not  advise  much  detention,  however,  until 
you  reach  the  Danville  road,  which  I  would  like  yon  to  strike  as  near  to  the  Appo- 
mattox as  possible.  Make  your  destruction  on  that  road  as  complete  as  possible. 
You  can  then  pass  on  to  the  South  Side  road,  west  of  Burkeville,  and  destroy  that  in 
like  manner. 

After  having  accomplished  the  destruction  of  the  two  railroads,  which  are  now 
the  only  avenues  of  supply  to  Lee's  army,  you  may  return  to  this  army,  selectin<' 
your  road  further  sonth,  or  you  may  go  on  into  North  Carolina  and  Join  General  She? 
man.  Should  you  select  the  latt»'r  course,  get  the  information  to  me  as  early  as 
possible,  80  that  I  may  send  orders  to  meet  you  at  Goldsborongh. 

1°   S.  GK.VXT, 

LieuteHttni-Gvneral. 
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Ou  the  uioriiiug  of  the  29th  the  movement  commenced.  At  night 
the  cavalry  was  at  Dinwiddie  Court- House  and  the  left  of  our  infan- 
try line  extended  to  the  Quaker  road,  near  its  intersection  with  the 
Boydton  plank  road.  The  position  of  the  troops,  from  left  to  right, 
was  as  follows:  Sheridan,  Warren,  Humjjhreys,  Ord,  Wright,  Parke. 
Everything  looked  favorable  to  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  and  the  cap- 
ture of  Petersburg,  and  Richmond,  if  the  proper  effort  was  made.  I 
therefore  addressed  the  following  communication  to  General  Sheridan, 
having  previously  informed  him  verbally  not  to  cut  loose  for  the  raid 
contemplated  in  his  orders  until  he  received  notice  from  me  to  do  so: 

Gravku.y  Creek,  March  29, 1865. 
Mi^.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan: 

General:  Our  line  is  now  nnbroken  from  the  Appomattox  to  Dinwiddie.  We 
aie  all  ready,  Lowever,  to  give  up  all  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to  Hatcher's 
Kun,  whenever  the  forces  can  be  used  advantageously.  After  getting  into  line 
sontli  of  Hatcher's  we  pushed  forward  to  find  the  enemy's  position.  General  Griffin 
was  attacked  near  where  the  Quaker  road  intersects  the  Boydton  road,  but  repulsed 
it  easily,  ciptnring  about  100  men.  Humphreys  reached  Dabney's  Mills  and  was 
pushing  on  when  last  heard  from.  I  now  feel  like  ending  the  matter,  if  it  is  possible 
to  do  so,  before  going  back.  I  do  not  want  you,  therefore,  to  cut  loose  and  go  rffter. 
the  enemy's  roads  at  present.  In  the  morning  push  around  the  enemy,  if  you  can, 
and  get  ou  to  his  right  rear.  The  movements  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  may,  of  coarse, 
modify  your  action.  We  will  act  all  together  as  one  army  here  until  it  is  seen  what 
can  be  done  with  the  enemy.  The  signal  officer  at  Cobb's  Hill  reported,  at  11.30 
a.  m.,  that  a  cavalry  column  had  passed  that  point  from  Richmond  toward  Peters- 
burg, taking  forty  minutes  to  pass. 

.    ■  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 

From  the  night  of  the  29tli  to  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  rain  fell  in 
such  torrents  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  move  a  wheeled  vehicle,  except 
as  corduroy  roads  were  laid  in  front  of  them.  During  the  30th  Sheridan 
advanced  from  Dinwiddie  Court-House  toward  Five  Forks,  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force.  General  Warren  advanced  and  extended 
his  line  across  the  Boydton  plank  road  to  near  the  White  Oak  road, 
with  a  view  of  getting  across  the  latter;  but  finding  the  enemy  strong 
in  his  front  and  extending  beyond  his  left,  was  directed  to  hold  on 
where  be  was  and  fortify.  General 'Humphreys  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  front  into  his  main  line  on  the  Hatcher,  near  Burgess'  Mills.  Gen- 
erals Ord,  Wright,  and  Parke  made  examinations  in  their  fronts  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  an  assault  on  the  enemy's  lines.  The  two 
latter  reported  fiivorably.  The  enemy  confronting  us,  as  he  did,  at 
every  point  from  Richmond  to  our  extreme  left,  I  conceived  his  lines 
must  be  weakly  held,  and  could  be  penetrated  if  my  estimate  of  his 
forces  was  correct.  1  determined,  therefore,  to  extend  our  line  no 
farther,  but  to  re-enforce  General  Sheridan  with  a  corps  of  infantry, 
and  thus  enable  him  to  cut  loose  and  turn  the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  . 
with  the  other  corps  assault  the  enemy's  lines.  The  result  of  the  olfen- 
sive  effort  of  the  enemy  the  week  before,  when  he  assaulted  Fort  Sted- 
man,  particularly  favored  this.  The  enemy's  intrenched  picket-line 
captured  by  us  at  that  time  threw  the  lines  occupied  by  the  belligerents 
so  close  together  at  some  points  that  it  was  but  a  moment's  run  from 
one  to  the  other.  Preparations  were  at  once  made  to  relieve  General 
Humphreys'  corps  to  report  to  General  Sheridan,  but  the  condition  of 
the  roads  prevented  immediate  movement.  On  the  morning  of  the 
31st  (ieneral  Warren  reported  favorably  to  getting  possession  of  the 
White  Oak  road,  and  was  directed  to  do  so.    To  accomplish  this,  he 
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moved  with  one  division,  iuskiad  of  liis  whole  corps,  which  was  attacked 
by  the  enemy  in  superior  force  and  driven  back  on  the  Second  Division 
before  it  had  time  to  form,  and  it,  in  turn,  forced  back  upon  the  Third 
Division,  when  the  enemy  was  checked.  A  division  of  the  Second 
Corps  was  immediately  sent  to  his  support,  the  enemy  driven  back  with 
liea.\j  loss,  and  jwssession  of  the  White  Oak  road  gained.  Sheridan 
advanced,  and  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalry  got  possession  of  the  Five 
Forks,  but  the  enemy,  after  the  affair  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  re-enforced 
the  rebel  cavalry  defending  that  point  with  infantry,  and  forced 
him  back  toward  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  Here  General  Sheridan 
displayed  great  generalship.  Instead  of  retreating  with  his  whole  com- 
mand on  the  main  army,  to  tell  the  story  of  superior  forces  encountered, 
he  deployed  his  cavalry  on  foot,  leaving  only  mounted  men  enough 
to  take  charge  of  the  h  Jrses.  This  compelled  the  enemy  to  deploy  over 
a  vast  extent  of  woodil  and  broken  country,  and  made  his  progress 
slow.  At  this  juncture  he  dispatched  to  me  what  had  taken  place,  and 
that  he  was  dropping  back  slowly  on  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  General 
Mackenzie's  cavalry  and  one  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  were  immedi- 
ately ordered  to  his  assistance.  Soon  after,  receiving  a  report  from 
'General  Meade  that  Humphreys  could  hold  our  position  on  the  Boydton 
Toad,  and  that  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps  could  go  to 
Sheridan,  they  were  so  ordered  at  once.  Thus  the  operations  of  the 
day  necessitated  the  sending  of  Warren,  because  of  his  accessibility, 
instead  of  Humphreys,  as  was  intended,  and  precipitated  intended 
movements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  April  General  Sheridan,  re-enforced 
by  General  Warren,  drove  the  enemy  back  on  Five  Forks,  where, 
late  in  the  evening,  he  assaulted  and  carried  his  strongly  fortified 
position,  capturing  all  his  artillery  and  between  5,000  and  6,000 
prisoners.  About  the  close  of  this  battle  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles 
GrifMn  relieved  Major-General  Warren  in  command  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 
The  report  of  this  reached  me  after  nightfall.  Some  apprehensions 
filled  my  mind  lest  the  enemy  might  desert  his  lines  during  the  night, 
and  by  falling  upon  General  Sheridan  before  assistance  could  reacli  him, 
drive  him  from  his  position  and  open  the  way  for  retreat.  To  guard 
against  this.  General  Miles'  division  of  Humphreys'  corps  was  sent  to 
re-enforce  him,  and  a  bombardment  was  commenced  and  kei^t  up  until 
4  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  (April  2),  when  an  assault  was  orderetl  on  the 
enemy's  lines.  General  Wright  penetrated  the  lines  with  his  whole 
corps,  sweeping  everything  before  him  and  to  his  left  toward  Hatcher's 
Jiun,  capturing  many  guns  and  several  thousand  prisoners.  He  was 
closely  followed  by  two  divisions  of  General  Ord's  command,  until  he 
met  the  other  division  of  General  Ord's  that  had  succeeded  in  forcing 
the  enemy's  lines  near  Hatcher's  liun.  Generals  Wright  and  Ord 
immediately  swung  to  the  right,  and  dosed  all  of  the  enemy  on  that 
side  of  them  in  Petersburg,  while  General  Humphreys  pushed  forward 
with  two  divisions  and  joined  General  Wright  on  the  left.  General 
I'arke  succeeded  in  carrying  the  enemy's  main  line,  capturing  guns 
and  prisoners,  but  was  unable  to  carry  his  inner  line.  General  Sher- 
idan, being  advised  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  returned  General  Miles 
to  his  proper  command.  On  reaching  the  enemy's  lines  immediately 
surrounding  Petersburg,  a  portion  of  General  Gibbon's  corps,  by  a  most 
gallant  charge,  captured  two  strong  inclosed  works,  the  most  salient 
and  commanding  south  of  Petersburg,  thus  materially  shortening  the 
line  of  investment  necessary  for  taking  in  the  city.    The  enemy  south 
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of  Hatcher's  Run  retreated  westward  to  Sutherland's  Station,  where 
they  were  overtaken  by  Miles'  division.  A  severe  engagement  ensued 
and  lasted  until  both  his  right  and  left  flanks  were  threatened  by  the 
approach  of  General  Sheridan,  who  was  moving  from  Ford's  Station 
toward  Petersburg,  and  a  division  sent  by  General  Meade  from  the  front 
of  Petersburg,  when  he  broke  in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  in  our 
hands  his  guns  and  many  prisoners.  This  force  retreated  by  the  main 
road  along  the  Appomattox  Eiver.  During  the  night  of  the  2d  the 
enemy  evacuated  Petersburg  and  Kichmond,  and  retreated  toward 
Danville.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  pursuit  was  commenced.  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  pushed  for  the  Danville  road,  keeping  near  the  Appo- 
mattox, followed  by  General  Meade  with  the  Secioud  and  Sixth  Corps, 
while  General  Ord  moved  for  Burkeville  along  the  South  Side  road;  ' 
the  Ninth  (Jorps  stretched  along  that  road  beliind  him.  On  the  4th 
General  Sheridan  struck  the  Danville  road  near  Jetersville,  where  he 
learned  that  Lee  was  at  Amelia  Court-IIouse.  He  immediately  in- 
trenched himself  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  General  Meade,  who 
reached  there  the  next  day.  General  Ord  reached  Burkeville  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  addressed  Major- 
General  Sherman  the  following  communication: 

Wilson's  Station,  April  S,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  All  indications  now  arc  that  Lee  will  attempt  to  reach  Danville  with 
the  remnant  of  his  force.  Sheridan,  who  was  up  with  him  last  ni^ht,  reports  all 
that  is  left,  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons,  at  20,000,  mnch  demoralized.  We  hope  to 
reduce  this  namber  one-half.  I  shall  push  on  to  Burkeville,  uud  if  a  stand  is  made 
at  Danville,  will  in  a  very  few  days  go  there.  If  you  cau  possibly  do  so,  push  on  from 
where  you  are,  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot  finish  the  job  with  l^ee's  and  Johnston's 
armies.  Whether  it  will  be  better  for  you  to  strike  for  Greensborough  or  nearer  to 
Danville,  you  will  lie  better  able  to  judge  when  you  receive  this.  Kebel  armies  now 
are  the  only  strategic  points  to  strike  at.  • 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
lAeutenaiit-Geiieral. 
» 

On  the  morning  of  the  Gth  it  was  found  that  General  Lee  was  moving 
west  of  Jeteisville  toward  Danville.  General  Sheridan  moved  with 
bis  cavalry  (the  Fifth  Corps  having  been  returned  to  General  Meade 
on  his  reaching  Jetersville)  to  strike  his  flank,  followed  by  the  Sixth 
Corps,  while  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  pressed  hard  after,  forcing 
him  to  abandon  several  hundred  wagons  and  several  pieces  of  artillery. 
General  Ord  advanced  from  Burkeville  toward  Farmville,  sending  two 
regiments  of  infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. 
Theodore  liead,  to  reach  and  destroy  the  bridges.  This  advance  met 
the  head  of  Lee's  column  near  Farmville,  which  it  heroically  attacked 
and  detained  until  General  Read  was  killed  and  his  small  force  over- 
powered. This  caused  a  delay  in  the  enemy's  movements,  and  enabled 
General  Ord  to  get  well  up  with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  on  meeting 
which  the  enemy  immediately  intrenched  himself.  In  the  afternoon 
General  Sheridan  struck  the  enemy  south  of  Sailor's  Creek,  captured 
16  pieces  of  artillery  and  about  4(t0  wagons,  and  detained  him  until 
the  Sixth  Corps  got  up,  when  a  general  attack  ot  infantry  and  <;avalry 
was  made,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  0,000  or  7,000  prisoners, 
among  whom  were  many  general  officers.  The  movements  of  the 
Second  Corps  and  General  Ord's  command  contributed  greatly  to  the 
day's  success.    On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  pursuit  was  renewed, 
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the  cavalry,  except  one  division,  and  the  Fiftb  Corps  moving  by  Prince 
Edward  Court-House,  the  Sixth  Corps,  General  Ord's  command,  and 
one  division  of  cavalry,  on  Farmville,  and  the  Second  Corps  by  the 
High  Bridge  road.  It  was  soon  found  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  to 
the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox;  but  so  close  was  the  pursuit  that 
the  Second  Corps  got  possession  of  the  common  bridge  at  High  Bridge 
before  the  enemy  could  destroy  it,  and  immediately  crossed  over.  The 
Sixth  Corps  and  a  division  of  cavalry  crossed  at  Farmville  to  its  sup- 
port. 

Feeling  now  that  General  Lee's  chance  of  escape  was  utterly  hope- 
less, I  addressed  him  the  following  communication  from  Farmville: 

April  7, 1865. 
General  R.  E.  Lek: 

General:  The  result  of  the  last  week  must  convince  you  of  the  hopelessness  of 
further  resistance  on  the  ])art  of  the  Anuy  of  Northern  Virginia  in  this  struggle.  I 
feel  that  it  is  so,  and  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  shift  from  myself  the  responsihility  of 
any  further  effusion  of  blood,  hy  asking  of  you  the  surrender  of  that  portion  of  the 
C.  S.  Army  known  as  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieiil-enant-Generai. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  before  leaving,  I  received  at  Farm- 
ville the  following : 

April  7,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

General:  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date.  Though  not  entertaining  the 
opinion  yon  express  on  the  hopelessness  of  further  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  I  reciprocate  your  desire  to  avoid  useless  effusion  of 
blood,  and  therefore,  before  considering  your  proposition,  ask  the  terms  you  will 
offer  on  condition  of  its  surrender. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
•  fieneral. 

To  this  I  immediately  replied : 

« 

April  8,  1865. 
General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

General:  Your  note  of  last  evening,  in  reply  to  mine  of  same  date,  asking  the 
condition  on  which  I  will  acci-pt  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
is  justreceived.  In  reply  I  would  say  that,  peace  being  my  great  desire,  there  is  but 
one  condition  I  would  insist  upon,  nainely,  that  the  men  and  officers  surreuilered  shall 
be  disqualified  for  taking  up  arms  again  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
until  properly  exchanged.  I  will  meet  you,  or  will  designate  officers  to  meet  any 
officers  yon  may  name  for  the  same  purpose,  at  any  point  agreeable  to  you,  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  definitely  the  terms  upon  which  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  will  be  received. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutevant-General. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  pursuit  was  resumed.  General 
Meade  followed  north  of  the  Appomattox,  and  General  Sheridan,  with 
all  the  cavalry,  pushed  straight  for  A])i)omattox  Station,  followed  by 
General  Ord's  command  and  the  Fifth  Corps.  Duriiigithe  day  General 
Weade's  advance  had  considerable  fighting  with  the  enemy's  rear 
guard,  but  was  unable  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  Late  in  the 
evening  General  Sheridan  struck  the  railroad  at  Appomattox  Station 
drove  the  enemy  from  there,  and  captured  twenty-five  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, a  hospital  train,  and  four  trains  of  cars  loaded  with  supplies  for 
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Lee's  army.  During  this  day  I  accompanied  General  Meade's  column, 
and  about  midnight  received  the  following  communication  from  Gen- 
eral Lee : 

April  8,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Gkant: 

Geneisal:  I  received  at  a  late  hour  your  Dote  of  to-day.  In  mine  of  yesterday  I 
did  not  intend  to  propose  the  surrender  of  tlip  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  to 
aslc  the  terms  of  your  proposition.  To  be  frank,  I  do  not  think  the  emergency  has 
arisen  to  rail  for  the  surrender  of  this  army,  but  as  the  restoration  of  peace  should 
lie  the  sole  object  of  all,  I  desired  to  know  whether  your  proposals  would  lead  to 
that  end.  I  cannot,  therefore,  meet  you  with  a  view  to  surrender  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  but  as  far  as  your  proposal  may  affect  the  C.  S.  forces  under  my 
command,  and  tend  to  the  restoration  of  peace,  I  should  be  pleased  to  meet  you  at 
10  a.  m.,  to-morrow,  on  the  old  stage  road  to  Birhmond,  between  the  picket-lines  of 
the  two  armies. 

E.  K.  LEE, 

General. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  returned  him  an  answer  as  fol- 
lows, and  immediately  started  to  join  the  column  south  of  the  Appo- 
mattox : 

April  9, 1865. 
General  R.  E.  Lee-. 

Ugxeral:  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  received.  I  have  no  authority  to  treat  on 
the  subject  of  peace ;  the  meeting  proposed  for  10  a.  m.  to-day  could  lead  to  no  good. 
1  will  state,  however,  general,  that  I  am  equally  anxious  fur  p&ace  with  yourself,- 
and  the  whole  North  entertains  the  same  feeling.  The  terms  upon  which  peace  can 
be  had  are  well  understood.  By  the  South  laying  down  theirarms  they  will  hapten 
that  most  desirable  event,  save  thonsands  of  human  lives,  and  hundreds  of  millions 
of  property  not  yet  destroyed.  Seriously  hoping  that  all  our  difficulties  may  be  set- 
tled without  the  loss  of  another  life,  I  sahscribe  mvself,  &c.. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
•  lAentenant-General. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  General  Ord's  command  and  the  Fifth 
Corps  reached  Appomattox  Station  just  as  the  enemy  was  making  a 
desperate  effort  to  brea^  through  our  cavalry.  The  infantry  was  at 
once  thrown  in.  Soon  after  a  white  flag  was  received,  requesting  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  jiending  negotiations  for  a  surrender.  Before 
reaching  General  Sheridan's  headcjuarters  1  received  the  following  from 
General  Lee: 

April  9,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

General  :  I  received  your  note  of  this  morning  on  the  picket-line,  whither  I  had 
come  to  meet  you  and  ascertain  definitely  what  terms  were  embraced  in  your  pro- 
posal of  yesterday  with  reference  to  the  surrender  of  this  army.  I  now  ask  an  inter- 
view in  accordancewith  the  offer  contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  for  thatpnr- 

pose. 

"  R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

The  interview  was  held  at  Appomattox  Court-ITonse,  tlie  result  of 
which  i.s  set  forth  in  the  following  correspcmdence: 

Api'omattox  OouRT-HoliSE,  Va.,  April  9,  1865. 
General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the-substance  of  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  8th  instant, 
I  propose  to  receivi-  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  on  the  foUowiug 
terms,  to  wit :  Rolls  of  all  the  oflii-ers  and  men  to  be  made  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to 
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be  giren  to  an  o£Scer  to  be  designated  by  me,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  snch  offioer 
or  officers  as  you  may  designate.  The  officerR  to  give  their  individual  paroles  not  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nntil  properly  exchangt^d; 
and  each  company  or  regimental  commander  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their 
commands.  The  arms,  artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and  stacked,  and 
turned  over  to  the  officers  appointed  by  me  to  receive  them.  This  will  not  embrace 
the  side-arms  of  the  officers,  nor  their  private  horses  or  baggage.  This  done,  each 
officer  and  man  will  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  home,  not  to  be  disturbed  by^U.  S. 
authority  so  long  as  they  observe  their  paroles  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they  may 
reside. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
lAeatenant-General. 

Headquarters  Army  ok  Northern  Virginia, 

April  9,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Gknkral:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date  containing  the  terms  of  but- 
reuder  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  as  proposed  by  you.  As  they  are  substan- 
tially the  same  as  those  expressed  in  your  letter  of  tlie  8th  instant,  they  are  accepted. 
1  will  proceed  to  designate  the  proper  officers  to  carry  the  stipulations  into  effect. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

The  command  of  Major-General  Gibbon,  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  under 
Griffin,  and  Mackenzie's  cavalry  were  designated  to  remain  at  Appo- 
mattox Court-House  until  the  paroling  of  the  surrendered  army  was 
completed,  and  to  take  chargaof  the  public  property.  The  remainder 
of  the  army  immediately  leturned  to  the  vicinity  of  Burkeville.  Gen- 
eral Lee's  great  influence  throughout  the  whole  South  caused  his 
example  to  be  followed,  and  to-day  the  result  is  that  the  armies  lately 
under  his  leadership  are  at  their  homes,  desiring  peace  and  quiet,  and 
their  arms  are  in  the  hands  of  our  ordnance  officers,* 

On  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  5th,  General  Sherman  moved 
directly  against  Joe  Johnston,  who  retreated  rapidly  on  and  through 
lialeigh,  which  place  General  Sherman  occupied  on  the  toorning  of  the 
1.3tb .  The  day  preceding  news  of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  reached 
him  at  Smithfleld.  On  the  14th  a  correspondence  was  opened  between 
General  Sherman  and  General  Johnston,  which  resulted  on  the  18th  in 
an  agreement  tor  a  suspension  of  hostilities  and  a  memorandum  or 
basis  for  peace,  siibject  to  the  approval  of  the  President.  This  agree- 
ment was  disapproved  by  the  President  on  the  2l8t,  which  disapproval, 
together  with  your  instructions,  was  communicated  to  General  Sher- 
man by  me  in  person,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders.  Notice  was  at  once  given  by  him  to  General 
Johnston  for  the  termination  of  the  truce  that  had  been  entered  into. 
On  the  25th  another  meeting  between  them  was  agreed  upon,  to  take 
place  on  the  26th,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  and  disbandment 
of  Johnston's  army  upon  substantially  the  same  terms  as  were  given  to 
General  Lee.t 

The  expedition  under  General  Stoneman  from  East  Tennessee  got 
off  on  the  20th  of  March,  moving  by  way  of  Boone,  N.  C,  and  struck 
the  railroad  at  Wytheville,  Chambersburg,  and  Big  Lick.  The  force 
striking  it  at  Big  Lick  pushed  on  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Lynchburg, 
destroying  the  imjiortant  bridges,  while  with  the  main  force  he  effect- 
ually destroyed  it  between  New  River  and  Big  Lick,  and  then  turned  for 
Greensborough,  on  the  North  Carolina  railroad,  struck  that  road,  and 

*  For  subordinate  reports  of  the  final  operations  against  Lee's  army,  see  p.  557. 
f  For  subordinate  reports  of  the  final  operations  against  JohDBton'e  army,  see  Vol 
XL VII,  Part  L  " 
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destroyed  the  bridges  between  Dauville  iind  Gieensborough  and  between 
Greensborougli  and  the  Yadkin,  together  with  the  depots  of  supplies 
along  it,  and  captured  400  prisoners.  At  Salisbury  he  attacked  and 
defeated  a  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Gardner,  capturing  14 
pieces  of  artillery  and  1,364  prisoners,  and  destroyed  large  amounts 
of  army  stores.  At  this  place  he  destroyed  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  and 
the  bridges  toward  Charlotte.    Thence  he  moved  to  Slatersville.* 

General  Canby,  who  had  been  directed  in  January  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  a  movement  from  Mobile  Bay  against  Mobile  and  the  interior 
of  Alabama,  commenced  his  movement  on  the  20th  of  March.  The  Six- 
teenth Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  commanding,  moved  from  Fort 
Gaines  by  water  to  Fish  Eiver;  the  Thirteenth  Corps,  under  Maj.  Gen. 
Gordon  Granger,  moved  from  Fort  Morgan  and  joined  the  Sixteenth 
Corps  on  Fish  River,  both  moving  thence  on  Spanish  Fort  and  invest 
ing  it  on  the  27th;  while  Major-General  Steele's  command  moved  from 
Pensacola,  cnt  the  railroad  leading  from  Tensas  to  Montgomery,  effected 
a  junction  with  them,  and  partially  invested  Fort  Blakely.  After  a 
severe  bombardment  of  Spanish  Fort,  a  part  of  its  line  was  carried  on 
the  8th  of  April.  During  the  night  the  enemy  evacuated  the  fort. 
Fort  Blakely  was  carried  by  assault  on  the  9th,  and  many  prisoners 
captured;  our  loss  was  considerable.  These  successes  practically 
Oldened  to  us  the  Alabama  River,  and  enabled  us  to  approach  Mobile 
from  the  north.  On  the  night  of  the  11th  the  city  was  evacuated,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  by  our  forces  on  the  morning  of  the  12th.* 

The  expedition  under  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Wilson, 
consisting  of  12,500  mounted  men,  was  delayed  by  rains  until  March 
22,  when  it  moved  from  Chickasaw,  Ala.  On  the  1st  of  April  General 
Wilson  encountered  the  enemy  in  force  under  Forrest,  near  Ebenezer 
Church,  drove  him  in  confusion,  captured  300  prisoners  and  3  guns, 
and  destroyed  the  Ceutrail  bridge  over  the  Cahaba  River.  On  the  2d 
he  attacked  and  captured  the  fortified  city  of  Selma,  defended  by  For- 
rest with  7,000  men  and  thirty-two  guns,  destroyed  the  arsenal,  armory, 
naval  foundry,  machine-shops,  vast  quantities  of  stores,  and  captured 
3,000  prisoners.  On  the  4th  he  captured  and  destroyed  Tuscaloosa. 
On  the  10th  he  crossed  the  Alabama  River,  and  after  sending  informa- 
tion of  his  operations  to  General  Canby,  marched  on  Montgomery,  whicli 
place  he  occupied  on  the  14th,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  it.  At 
this  place  many  stores  and  five  steam-boats  fell  into  our  hands.  Thence 
a  force  marched  direct  on  Columbus,  and  another  on  West  Point,  both 
of  which  places  were  assaulted  and  captured  on  the  16th.  At  the  for- 
mer place  we  got  1,500  prisoners  and  52  field  guns,  destroyed  2  gun- 
boats, the  navy-yard,  foundries,  arsenal,  many  factories,  and  much 
other  public  property.  At  the  latter  place  we  got  300  prisoners,  4 
guns,  and  destroyed  19  locomotives  and  300  cars.  On  the  20th  he  took 
possession  of  Macon,  Ga.,  with  60  field  guns,  1,200  militia,  and  5  gen- 
erals, surrendered  by  General  Howell  Cobb.  General  Wilson,  hearing 
that  Jeff.  Davis  was  trying  to  make  his  escape,  sent  forces  in  pursuit, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  him  on  the  morning  of  May  11.  On  the  4th 
day  of  May  General  Dick  Taylor  surrendered  to  General  Canby  all  the 
remaining  rebel  forces  east  of  the  Mississippi.t  A  force  sufficient 
to  insure  an  easy  triumph  over  the  enemy  under  Kirby  Smith,  west 


•  For  stibordinate  reports  of  Stoneman's  expedition  and  Canby's  operations  against 
Mobile,  see  Vol.  XLIX. 
t  For  subordinate  reports  of  Wilson's  expedition,  see  Vol.  XLIX. 
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of  the  Mississippi,  was  imiiiediatelj'  put  in  motion  for  Texas,  and 
Major-General  Sheridan  designated  for  its  immediate  command ;  but  ou 
the  26th  day  of  May,  and  before  they  reached  their  destination,  Gen- 
eral Kirby  Smith  surrendered  his  entire  command  to  Ma^jor-General 
Canby.  This  surrender  did  not  take  place,  however,  until  after  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  President  and  Vice-President,  and  the  bad  faith 
was  exhibited  of  first  disbanding  most  of  his  army  and  permitting  an 
indiscriminate  plunder  of  public  property. 

Owing  to  the  report  that  many  of  those  lately  in  arms  against  the 
Government  had  taken  refuge  upon  the  soil  of  Mexico,  carrying  with 
them  arms  rightfully  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  had  been 
surrendered  to  us  by  agreement  (among  them  some  of  the  leaders  who 
had  surrendered  in  person),  and  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  the  orders  for  troops  to  proceed  to  Texas  were  not 
changed. 

There  have  been  severe  combats,  raids,  expeditions,  and  movements 
to  defeat  the  designs  and  purposes  of  the  enemy,  most  of  them  reflect- 
ing great  credit  on  our  arms,  and  which  contributed  greatly  to  our  final 
triumphs,  that  I  have  not  mentioned.  Many  of  these  will  be  found 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  reports  herewith  submitted ;  some  in  the  tele- 
grams and  brief  dispatches  announcing  them ;  and  others,  I  regret  to 
say,  have  not  as  yet  been  officially  reported.  For  information  touching 
our  Indian  difficulties,  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
commanders  of  departments  in  which  they  have  occurred. 

It  has  been  my  fortune  to  see  the  armies  of  both  the  West  and  the 
East  fight  battles,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  I  know  there  is  no  differ- 
ence in  their  fighting  qualities.  All  that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  do 
in  battle  they  have  done.  The  Western  armies  commenced  their  bat- 
tles in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  received  the  final  surrender  of  the 
remnant  of  the  principal  army  opposed  to  them  in  North  Carolina. 
The  armies  of  the  Bast  commenced  their  battles  on  the  river  from 
which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  derived  its  name,  and  received  the 
final  sun-ender  of  their  old  antagonist  at  Appomattox  Court-House, 
Va.  The  splendid  achievements  of  each  have  nationalized  our  victo- 
ries, removed  all  sectional  jealousies  (of  which  we  have  unfortunately 
experienced  too  much),  and  the  cause  of  crimination  and  recrimination 
that  might  have  followed  had  either  section  failed  in  its  duty.  All 
have  a  proud  record,  and  all  sections  can  well  congratulate  themselves 
and  each  other  for  having  done  their  full  share  in  restoring  the  suprem- 
acy of  law  over  every  foot  of  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
Let  them  hope  for  perpetual  peat^e  and  harmony  with  that  enemy 
whose  manhood,  however  mistaken  the  cause,  drew  forth  such  hercu- 
lean deeds  of  valor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  Wur. 
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Abstract  from  tri-monthly  returns,  showing  the  ^'■present  for  duty  equijyped,V 
or  effective  strength  of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  under 
Lieut.  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  for  January  31,  February  28,  March  20, 
March  ?1,  and  April  10,  ISf^'o. 
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18       1.876  !       13 


:i2() 
2(t 


aln'  (Batchelder) 

AxtiUery  (Hunt) j      !)6 

Second  AnnyCorpB  (Humphreys).     976     16,452 

Fifth  Armj  fcorps  (GrifSii) '    S04     13,094 

Sixth  Army  Corpa  (Wright) :    647     15,328 

Ninth  Aimy  Corps  (Parke) 084     15,118 


Total 2,929 

ABHT  OP  THE  JAMES. 


Headquarters  guard 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (Wash- 
bum). 

let  New  York  Mountefl  Bifles 
(Sumner). 

Cavalry  Division  (Mackenzie)  — 

Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  (Gib- 
bon). 

Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps  (Weit- 
zel). 

TJ.  S.  Forces,  Petersburg  (Hart- 
suff). 

Separate  Brigade  (Carr) 


61,868 


2,164 
!)04 

1.066 
27  ;  732 
24  I         812 


10  i 
24 


17  ,         347  i     150  I     5,678 


Total ■- 

Grand  aggregate . 


i4n  1  13,973 

229  I    6. 528 

166  I     4,978 

68  I     1,605 


1,000 


26,884 


262 
442 


2,106 
124 


800 
200 


153       3,934 


121 


271 


148 
1,784 

928 

1,281 

274 


56 
995 
628 
674 


2.196 


2,104 
17, 3M 
14,160 
16,060 


708  I  15,931 


2,  229 
28 

2,220 
18,351 
14.  788 
16.  734  - 
16. 639  9 


3,  096     67, 893  {     70, 989 


74 
595 


259 


lOU 
262 


2.2.')4  j 
15,581  ; 


4,415 


234  I     7, 059 


73 


,1, 274 


10,093   4,370 


2,079  ' 


2.  328 
II),  170 

7,  715 

7,293 

2,152 


35,233 


103, 126 


36,507 
107,100 


iJTo.  3. 

Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces  at  Hatcher^s  Bun  (otherwise 
IcnowH  as  Ddbney's  Mill,  Armstrong's  Mill,  Rowanty  Creek,  and 
Vaughan  Road)  and  Fort  Stedman. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returnH,  &c.] 
HATCHER'S  KUN,  FEBRUARY  5-7,  1865. 


Killed. 


Coinmantl. 


o 


Wounded. 


■£ 

o 


Captured  or 
missing. 


o 


-.■SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 
3la.i.  Gen.  Andrew  A.  Huhpbrets. 

SECOND  DIVISION.  * 

Brig.  Geu.  Thomas  A.  Smyth  . 

Fir$t  Brigade, 

Col.  William  A.  Olmsted. 


19tli  Maine 

19tb  Massachusetts 

20th  Massachusetts 

7th  Michigan 

1st  Minnesota  (two compaiiiis)  . 

.Wtli  New  York 

152d   NewYork 

184th  Pennsylvania 

36tli  Wisconsin 


1  I 


Total  First  Brigade  . 


5!. 


7 
11 


1  I  2    1 

*  The  First  Division  not  engaged. 


21 
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Return  ofta»ualti«»  in  the  Uniunforuet,  Jj-o. — C'outiuued. 
HATCHER'S  KUN.  FEBKUAKY  5-7,    1865— Continued. 


Killed. 

■\\'oiii 

i ! 

O     i 

1 

Kled. 

i 

<'nptun*d 
inJAsii)^. 

1      i 

C           7. 

»r 

-.1 

bb 

■A 

Comiuand. 

! 

p. 

' 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Mathew  Murphy.  *                    I 
Col.  James  P.  McIvor.                        | 

3 

•i 

X 

155th  New  York 

164th  New  York                   ....                             

1  . 

1 

182d   New  Tork  (69tb  New  Tork  National  Guard 
Artillery). 

1 

2    . 

I 

4 

Total  Second  Brigade 

:' 

li 

3 

4 

11 

ThirrI  Brigatle. 

Lient.  Col.  Fkancis  E.  I'lEiirE. 

14th  Connecticut 

1 

1  1 

4 

fi 

lat  Delaware 

12th  New  Jersey 

10th  New  York  (battalion) 

I 

"""i'l 

6 
1 

7 

•> 

108th  New  York 

1 

4th  Ohio  (four  companies)  . .                              

1  !  • 

1 

3 

l(j€th  PennsylTania  (three  compauieH) 

Total  Third  Brigade 

2 

2 

2 

14 

— - 

20 

Vnattaehed. 
'2d  Company  Minnesota  SharpHliootera 

1 

3d  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (battalion) 

2 

.'1 

f\ 

Total  Second  Division 

3  i 

9 

5  1 

:i3 

...... 

9 

59 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Hvt.  M«,j.  Gen.  Gekshom  MaiT. 

Fint  Briffade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Kegis  dg  Trobrianu. 

20th  Indiana 

1st  Maine  Heavy  Artillery 



17th  Maine 

3 
2 

3 

40th  New  York 

73d   New  York 

86th  New  York 

3 

3 

124th  New  York 

99th  Pennsylvania 

1 

2 

3 

... 

*"■> 

2d  U.  S.  Sharpshooters 

;t 

1 

Total  First  Brigade  

1 

i:( 

i:i 

^" 

^~^~ 



■ 

Second  Brujade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. George  AV.  Wkst. 

1st 

5th 

9:id 

57th 

lOStb 

14l8t 


Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery. 

Micbigau .' ', . 

New  York  . 


Pennsylvania .".'.'",'. i V 

Pennsylvania '..  ^. .'.'.. ..'.'.W  '. 

Pennsylvania \\\\ \ \ -> : 


Total  Second  Brigade  . 


] 


'  Jlortally  wuiiixU'il  Februarv  5. 
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JReturn  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  <J'c. — Coiitiuucd. 
HATCHER'S  EUU,  rEBEUAKT  5-7, 1865— Continued. 


Killed. 

Wouudwl. 

Captnred  or 
missing. 

« 

Command. 

1 

g 

E 

a 

0) 

u 

1 

1 
u 
u 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  JIcAllisteb, 

11th  Massachusetts 

1 

35 

1 
2 

1 

11 
1 

2 

48 

1 

3 

120th  New  York 

2 

Total  Third  Briirade    

la 

2 

»9    

1 

54 

13 

3 

59 

i     1 

76 

ARTILLERY. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Hazard. 

4th  United  States  Batterv  £ 



3 

2:! 

8 

92  1 

10 

135 

FIFTH  AKMT  COEPS. 
Haj.  Gen.  Goi~v'erxeuk  K.  Warren. 

ESCORT. 

1 

1 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

3 

3 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin. 

FirBt  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  SiCKEL.t 

IRIfh  Nbw  Vnrk                                                         

2 
2 

1 
2 

9 

1 

3 

1 

16 

1 

15; 

21 

1  i             4 

3 

24  !         1 

1 

4 

37 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Allen  L.  Burr. 

1 

G 

21 

1 
3 

8 

7 
2 

31 

13 

15 

9 

1 

40  1 

4 

54 

Third  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  rEARSoN. 

1 

5 

2 
1 

1 

4 

1 

1 
2 

;         1 
2 

."'i' 

1        2 

15 
32 

1 

7 

10 

4 

6 

24 

46 

«  1 

14 

30 

1 
1 

1 

13 

3 

4 

30 

7 

1 

7 

153tli  Pennsylvania 

1 
1 

3 

37 

Total  Third  Brigade 

:i         14 

4              27 

j       10 
1* 

119  1 1          32 

178 

Tot.al  First  Division 

183 

i    1 

1          40 

2«9 

One  section  of  Battery  B,  1st  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  temporarily  attached. 
t  Wounded  February  6. 
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N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVin. 

Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces.  <fe. — Continued. 
HATCHER'S  EUN,  FEBEITAEY  5-7, 1865— Continueol. 


Killed. 

Womidrd. 

Captured  or 

missing. 

<o 

Command. 

Offleei's. 
Men. 

1 

m 

1 

O 

i 

1 

< 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Komein  B.  Atres. 

First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Fbederick  Winthbop. 

1 

I 

8 

1 

1 

11 

25 
20 

14 

15th  New  Turk  Heaw  Artillery 

30 

140th  New  York 

23 

146th  Kew  York 



Total  First  Brigade 

1 

8 

2 

56 

67 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  ElCHARP  K.  BOWERMAN. 

2 



3 
1 
3 

2 

""i' 

45 
17 
13 

6 
2 

57 

4th  Maryland 

20 

20 

1 

1 

i; 

14 

3  '             8 

:i 

80  i 

11 

111 

Third  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Gwyn 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 
6 
2 
5 
4 
21 

' 

17 

4th  Delaware 

9 

1 

f 

5 

210th  PennsvlTania    .  - . 

2 

3 

7 

33 

Total  Third  Brigade 

4 

8 

46 

13 

71 

Total  Second  Dirision 

4  ,           20 

13 

188  ' 

24 

249 

THIED  DIVISION. 

Bvt.Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  "W.  Crawford. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edwaed  S.  Bbagg. 

4 

6 

2 

11 

2 

'2 

1 
1 
4 

3 

15 
27 
13 
5 
74 

, 

22 

1 

1 

1 

149th  Pennsylvania 

150th  FennHvlvania 

3 

1 

18 

6th  Wisco'nnin    ' 

-. 

103 
26 

^'   ■ i 

2  ;         26 

1 

)3 

151  1 1           21 

213 

Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Baxter. 
Staff -■ 

i 

1 

I 
1 
3 
•2 

i 

1 

1 
73 
33 
34 
88 
36 

16th  Maine.          

3 
3 
3 
9 
5 

58    

26  1 

11 

3 
2 
9 

7 

3ftth  Massachufletts 

20 
68 
23 

11th  Pennevlvania 

68th  Pennsylvania ... 

Total  Second  Brigade 

23 

9 

201 

32 

265 
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Return  of  caaualtiea  in  the  Fnion  forees,  <(c. — Continued. 
HATCHERS  RUN,  FEBRUARY  .VT.  lS6r>-Coiitinue<l. 


CommRxid. 


Third  Jirigadc. 
Brt.  Brig.  Gen.  Hexry  A.  Morrow. 


Killed. 


WouiKled.    i  Captured  or 


I  I 


94th  Kew  York 

95tli  New  York 

147th  New  York 

5fith  PenuHylvania . . 
107th  Pennsylvania*. 
12]Rt  Pennsylvania-. 
142d    Pennsylvania. . 


Total  Third  Brigade 

Total  Third  Division 

ARTILLERY. 

yiai.  Robert  H.  Fitziivgh. 


Masaacbusetts  Light,  9th  Batterv. 
iRt  New  York  Light.  P.attery  D.'. . 
lat  New  York  Light,  Battery  L  . . . 


30 
3U 
2X 


11 
2.-> 


Total  Fifth  Army  Corps ,      II 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Fraxk  Wiie.\tox. 

First  J^rifjade. 
Lient.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell. 


let  New  .Jersey  ,'three  companies). 
2d  New  .Jersey  (one  company)  — 

3d  New  Jersey  (one  company) 

4th  New  Jersey 

10th  New  Jersey 

15th  New  Jersey 

40th  New  iJcrseV 


40 
37 
48 
8 
81 
17 
29 


37 


5G 

1)14 

Total  First  Brigade 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  James  IIinnARi). 

2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery-. 

65th  New  York 

121«t  New  York 

95th  Pennsylvania 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hamrlin. 


37th  Maw.sacliusetts 

4yth  Pennsylvania 

82rl    Pennsylvania 

119th  Pennavlvania 

2d    Rhode  Island  (six  comp.iiiii's) . 

5th  Wisconsin 


Total  Third  Brigade  . 
Total  First  Division  . 


U  I 
21  ' 


'Tempoiniily  det.aclied  from  Second  Jirigadc. 
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Return  of  casualHcn  in  the   Union  forces,  <y-c. — Contimiert. 
HATCHER'S  RCX,  FEliRUARY  5-7,  1805_f^oiitiuiieii. 


1 
Killed.        i    ■\Voniided. 

1 

Captured  or 
missing. 

s 

Command 

t 
£ 

c 

1 

i 

O 

1 

o 

g 

bf) 

E 

NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Hartraxft. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  CHAKLES  W.  D1VE.N. 

Total  First  Brigade 

1 

1 

i • 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  A.  Mathews. 

20r)th  Pennsylvania 

i 

2lltli  Pennaylvauia 

1 



Total  Second  Brigade 

1                         '■ 

Total  Third  Division 

1            i 

CAVALRY. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  I).  McM.  Greoo. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.Davies,  Jr.* 

Staff 

1 

]  at  Massachusetts 

1 

7 

l.st  New  Jersey 

""i '< 

10th  New  York 

1 

]^ 

24th  Now  York 

1 

1    ...... 

8 

g 

Ist  Pennsvlvania  (five  ronipanies) 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  A 

! 

Tot.-il  First  Brigade 

:i 

7j       :n 



AO 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Ibvin  Gregg.* 
Col.  Michael  Kerwin. 

2d  Pennsvlvania 

1 

i 
j 

'         a 

22 

4 

28 
2 
14 

4th  Pennsylvania j        ] 

Hth  Pennsyh'ania 

2 
2 

'          111 

4  ;           14 

2 

"" 

let  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  H  and  I 

^ 

*"'l i 

Total  Second  Brigade 

•J 

u 

'             j 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Oliver  B.  Knowles. 

lat  Maine 

, 

2 

2d  New  York  Mounted  Rilies 

6th  Ohio 

7 

4  ,             11 

ISth  Ohio 

21st  Pennsylvania 



2 

2 

Total  Third  Brigade 

1 

n 

7  ,             18 



2 

12 

11 

79 

13 

117 

*  Wounded  ]'\5bniarv  (>. 
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Hetitrn  of  casualtifa  in  the  Union  forces,  <t'<'. — Coutiuuod. 
EECAPITULATION. 


Ki 

a 
o 

lied. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 

niiHsJng. 

i 

Regiments. 

_. 
o 

23 
12(1 

1 

2 

o 

8 
50 

3 

92 

914 

21 

u 
u 

1 

a 

3> 

3 

11 

"a 

10 

157 

5 

135 

Fifth  Army  Corps                       .   . 

1,280 

Sixtli  Amiy  Corpfl  (First  Divisiou) 

27 

Ninth  Army  Corps  (Third  Diviaion) 

Cavalry 

2 

12 

ii 

79 

13 

117 

GraDd  total                          

16 

155 

75 

1,100 

2  !         185 

1,539 

OFFJC£KS   KILLED    Oil   MORTALLY    WOUNDED. 
COXNFX'TICUT. 

Lieut.  Frankliu  Bartlett,  14th  Infantry. 

DELAWARE. 

Maj.  James  E.  Baily,  3d  Infantry. 

MARYLAND. 


Col.  John  W.  Wilson,  1st  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Lewis  Armacost,  1st  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Robert  A.  Wilson,  Ist  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Jacob  L.  Troxell,  8th  Infantry. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Tibbitts,  19tU  Infantry. 

NEW   YORK. 


Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  L.  Tremain,  10th 
Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Adolph  Ricmann,  15th  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery. 

Capt.  <;harles  S.  Montgomery,  5th  Vet- 
eran Infantry. 


Lieut.  Lansing  Bristol,  147th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Hugh  ii.  McTavish,  164th  In- 
fantry. 

Col.  Mathew  Murphy,  182d  (69th  National 
Guard  Artillery)  infantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Capt.  John  Harper,  4th  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Nathaniel  S.  Sneyd,  13th  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  James  McGinley,  69th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Benjamin  A.  Smith,  83d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  Edgar,  jr.,  9l8t  Infantry. 


Capt.  John  Scott,  118th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Asher  (jaylord,  i43d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Albert  B.  Cole,  149th  lufantry. 
Lieut.    Charles   W.    Frazier,   198th    In- 
fantry. 


WISCONSIN. 

Capt.  John  R.  Lammey,  6th  Infantry.        |  Lieut.  Israel  W.  Hendricks,  6th  Infantry. 
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licliini  of  casualtits  in  the  [  iiioii  foiees,  .)'r. — Continued. 
rORT  STEUJIAN,  MARCH  25,  1805. 


Killed.        1     Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

e 

Conmiand. 

m 
o 

Meu. 

Officer.'!. 

Men. 

2 

m 

O 

1 

§> 

< 

NIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Pahke. 

FIRST  DIVISION-. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  Orlando  B.  Willcox. 
First  Brigade.  * 
Col.  Sami-el  Harriman. 
Stii  Michig.au 

27th  Michitrau 

109th  New  York 

51  »t  Pennsylvania    . 

1 

37th  'Wisconsin 

' 



38th  Wisconsin 

1 

'                 I 

Total  First  Brigade 

1           1              I 

Se^:ond  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely. 

1 
I 

2d   Michigan 

1  ;      2 

0 
9 
3 
5 
2 

19 

20th  Michigan 

9 

46th  Xew  York 

2 

5 

OOthOhio 



7 

5Uth  Pennsylvania 

y 

Total  Second  Brigade 

4           3  1           25  ! 

19 

1 

Third  Brigade.                                j 
1 . 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Napoleon  B.  McLAUOHLEN.t    j 
Bvt.  Col.  Gilbert  P.  Robinson.                           | 

1 
3d   Maryland  (battalion) i 

1 
8 
5 

1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
4 

5 
4 

28 

4 

43 

57 

"""3" 
3 
3 

7 

1 

5 
47 
50 
55 
210 
40 

12 
64 
90 
65 
274 
117 

29th  Ma.ssacliuaetts 

57th  Massachusetts  .  - 

' 

,59th  Massachusetts 

14th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery 

lUOth  Pennsylvania ,' 

12 
9 

Total  Third  Brigade 

1  i           35 

15 

141 

17 

413 

022 

Acting  Engineers. 
17th  Michigan 

1 

1 

18 
n 

„ 

THIRD  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Hartbanft. 
Stafl 

2 



9 
3 

0 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  W.  Dive.v.; 

Lieut.  Col.  WiLLiAJi  H.  H.  McCall. 

200th  Pennsylvania 

122 
42 
55 

208th  Pennsvlvania 

3              36 
2  1          48 

209th  Pennsylvania 

1 

1 



Total  First  Brigade 

1   1           10 

li  1         191  1 : 1          219 

*  Not  actively  eugaged,  and  had  no  losses. 
t  Captured.  I  Wounded. 
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Beturn  of  caaaaltiea  in  the  Union  forces,  <fe. — Continued. 
FOST  SXEDMAN.  MAKCH  25, 1885— Coutinued. 


Killed. 

i 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
misaing. 

V 

Commaud. 

o 

a 

OS 

1 

1 

1 

O 

a 

1 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Joseph  A.  Mathews. 

1 
1 

10 
15 
10 

11 

1 
1 

17 

11 

Total  Second  Brigade 

2 

2 

35 

39 

Total  Third  DiTision 

1 

18 

15 

226 

260 



ASTILLEBT. 

BTt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Tidball. 

1 
4 

1 

1 

1 

....'. 

2 
5 

35 
13 

43 

19 



1 

2 
5 

11 

14 

1 

2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

12 

15 

1 

1 

3 

5 

2 

a 

Total  Artillery 

2 

10 

5 

20 

2 

71 
503 

110 

4 

68 

iT 

412 

19 
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OFFICERS    KILLED    OR    MORTALLY    WOUNDED. 
CONNECTICL'T. 

Lieut.  John  Odell,  Ist  Heavy  Artillery. 

MARTLAND. 

Lieut.  John  Nape,  3d  Infantry. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lieut.  Ephraira  B.  Nye,  14th  Battery.        I  Capt.  James  Doherty,  57th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Nathaniel  Burgesa,  29th  Infantry.  I  Lieut.  Alhert  M.  Murdook,  57th  Infantry. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  H.  Pentecost,  100th  In- 
fantry. 
Capt.  Prosper  Dalien,  208th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Franklin  W.  Keller,  208th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Hugh  Jones,  209th  Infantry'. 


»  Detached  from  Artillery  Reserve. 
t  Detached  from  Second  Army  Corps. 
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No.  4. 

Itineraries  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Sheridan's  Cavalry  Command, 
and  the  Army  of  the  James.* 

AEMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

Engineer  Brigade. 

January  7. — Lieutenant  O'Keefe,  with  150  men  of  the  Fifteenth  [New 
York]  Engineers,  embarked  on  steamer  George  Chase,  with  engineer- 
ing and  siege  material,  for  Fort  Fisher. 

January  22. — Oomi)any  I,  Fiftieth  [New  York]  Engineers,  Captain 
Folwell,  left  for  Major  General  Sheridan's  army. 

January  29. — Companies  B  and  D,  Fifteenth  Engineers,  started,  with 
620  feet  of  bridging,  animals,  &c.,  on  transports  for  the  Soath;  desti- 
nation unknown. 

Troops  engaged  in  drill  and  work  on  the  fortifications  around  City 
Point. 

February  5. — A  train  of  thirty  boats  arrived  from  Washington.  The 
whole  command,  1,900  strong — composed  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York 
Volunteer  Engiiieers,  Sixty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers  (leaving  the 
pickets  on  Bailey's  Creek),  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire,  First  Maine 
Sharpshooters  (two  companies),  and  Michigan  Sharpshooters — started, 
via  railroad,  for  the  front,  at  about  5  p.  m.,  with  orders  to  report  to 
Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps.  Bivouacked  near  the 
Avery  house. 

February  6. — Beceived  orders  from  General  Parke  to  move  the  bri- 
gade up  to  the  Aiken  house.  The  troops  of  the  command  occupied  the 
line  between  Batteries  No.  24  and  26,  the  right  resting  on  Battery  24; 
headquarters  of  the  brigade  in  rear  of  Fort  Howard.  A  detail  of  287 
men  from  Engineer  Brigade  relieved  the  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 
from  picket  duty. 

February  7. — Troops  under  arms  at  5  a.  m.  until  8  a.  m. 

February  8. — The  Fifteenth  Engineers  and  Michigan  Sharpshooters 
occupied  that  portion  of  the  line  between  Battery  24  and  the  marsh; 
the  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire  and  Sixty-first  Massachusetts,  Bat- 
tery 25  (Fort  Howard).    Three  hundred  and  eight  men  on  picket  duty. 

February  9. — The  command  occupied  the  line  from  Battery  24  to 
Fort  Howard,  doing  the  picket  duty. 

February  10. — Troops  in  same  position  as  yesterday. 

February  11. — The  Engineer  Brigade  relieved  this  morning  by  Gen- 
eral Griffin's  troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  ordered  to  return  to  City 
Point  and  occupy  their  old  camp  at  that  place.  Column  started  at 
about  10  a.  m.,  reaching  City  Point  during  the  afternoon. 

February  12  to  i5.— Troops  occupied  in  drill,  camp  duty,  and  work 
on  fortifications. 

February  15. — General  Beuham  returned  from  duty  in  New  York. 

February  10.— A  raft  of  thirty-two  boats  received  Irom  Captain  Lubey 
at  Deep  Bottom,  being  part  of  the  bridge  at  Aiken's  Landing— replaced 
by  a  pile  bridge. 

February  16  to  .28.— Troops  occupied  in  drUl,  camp  duty,  and  work 
on  fortifications  of  City  Point. 

March  3.2.— Hall's  Independent  Battalion  Sharpshooters,  Michigan 
Volunteers,  ordered  to  report  to  headquarters  Ninth  Corps,  with  a  view 
of  being  consolidated  with  the  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters:  started 
via  railroad  same  day. 

•From  retarus  of  the  commiimls  imiicated  for  January,  February,  March,  April 
May,  and  .June,  1865.  '     r     » 
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March  17.— The  Eighteenth  New  Hami)shire  Volunteers  ordered  to 
report  to  commanding  officer  Ninth  Corps,  to  be  consolidated  with 
another  regiment  from  the  same  State.  The  First  Maine  Sharpshooters 
ordered  to  the  Fifth  Corps,  to  be  consolidated  with  another  regiment 
from  same  State.  The  Sixty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Collis,  commanding  post.  General  Benham  to  hold 
the  outer  defenses  City  Point  with  the  Fifteenth  Engineers. 

March  18. — The  Sixty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers  relieved  from 
picket  duty  on  Bailey's  Creek  by  the  Fifteenth  Engineers,  and  moved 
camp  to  City  Point. 

March  24. — Captain  Lubey,  with  Company  C,  Fifteenth  Engineers, 
arrived  at  City  Point  from  Deep  Bottom,  having  been  relieved  from 
duty  with  pontoon  bridges  on  the  James  River. 

March  25. — Captain  Dibbell,  Fifteenth  Engineers,  with  his  company, 
ordered  to  the  fortifications  from  this  camp.  The  troops  ordered  out 
to  meet  an  anticipated  attack  from  the  enemy.  Captain  Farr,  assistant 
quartermaster,  reported  for  duty.  Capt.  T.  Lubey,  Fifteenth  Engi- 
neers, with  his  company  and  a  raft  of  twenty-four  boats,  started,  via 
river,  at  11  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  a  bridge  across  the  James 
River  at  Deep  Bottom,  below  Four-Mile  Creek. 

March  26. — Captain  Lubey  completed  his  bridge  across  the  James  at 
6.30  a.  m.  At  6  p.  m.  General  Sheridan's  command  had  crossed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  river. 

March  27. — Captain  Lubey,  with  his  company  and  bridge,  returned 
to  City  Point  at  3  p.  m. 

March  29, — At  10  p.  m.  the  whole  command,  including  the  four  regi- 
ments of  General  Collis'  brigade,  ordered  to  the  defenses  of  City  Point 
to  meet  an  expected  emergency. 

March  30. — Troops  returned  to  camp  at  daylight. 

April  1. — Engineer  Brigade  in  camp  at  City  Point,  Va. 

April  2. — Moved  the  command,  composed  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York 
Engineers,  Sixty-first  Massachusetts,  Sixty-eighth  and  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  Twentieth  [Eightieth]  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  dismounted  cavalry,  and  reported  to  General  Parke, 
commanding  Ninth  Corps,  the  brigade  of  infantry  being  ordered  up 
under  Colonel  Tippiu,  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  as  General  Collis 
could  not  be  found.  Reached  Fort  Rice  between  1  and  ii  p.  m.,  and  all 
but  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Engineers  were  almost  immediately  ordered 
to  charge  the  enemy's  works,  which  they  did  at  the  most  critical  moment, 
thereby  saving  the  works  of  the  enemy  from  recapture. 

May  1. — The  brigade  having  completed  its  duties  at  Roanoke  Station 
in  repairing  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  bridge  across  the 
Staunton  River,  broke  camp  and  moved  toward  Manchester.  Marched 
to  Keysville  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

May  2. — Reached  Burkeville  Junction  this  p.  m. 

May  3. — Troops  sent  via  Amelia  Court-House,  and  general  command- 
ing took  the  cars  for  City  Point,  Avith  a  detachment  of  the  Fiftieth,  to 
ship  the  engineer  material  at  that  place  to  Washington. 

Maya. — Troops  reached  Manchester;  passed  in  review  through  Rich- 
mond. Troops  ordered  to  march  overland  to  Alexandria,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Brainerd.  The  general  commanding  went  to  Wash- 
ington, by  way  of  City  Point,  to  complete  the  arrangements  for  shipping 
pontoon  and  siege  material. 

May  7. — Headquarters  of  the  brigade  reached  Washington. 

May  12. — The  Fifteenth  Regiment  reached  Alexandria. 
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May  i6'.— Headquarters  of  the  brigade  moved  to  near  Fort  Berry,  "Va. 

May  5i.— The  Fiftieth  llegiment  arrived,  having  been  delayed  in 
constructing  the  necessary  bridges  on  the  route. 

May  55.— Participated  in  the  grand  review  through  Washington. 

Eemained  in  camp  at  Fort  Berry,  Va.  (about  four  miles  irom  Wash- 
ington), the  remainder  of  the  month,  making  preparations  for  the 
muster-out  of  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  troops.  The  engineer  trains 
and  pontoon  property  were  turned  in  to  the  proper  departments  at 
Washington. 

June  4. — Eeceived  special  orders  to  muster  out  all  the  volunteer 
troops  in  the  Engineer  Brigade. 

Siege  Train. 

Capt.  B.  P.  Learned  returned  from  absence  with  leave  on  April  5, 
and  joined  company  on  the  6th. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Twiss  absent  on  thirty  days'  leave  since  April  17,  Special 
Orders,  No  97,  headquarters  Department  of  Vii-ginia,  April  10. 

Upon  the  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  six  companies  of 
the  First  Connecticut  Artillery  were  assigned  to  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps,  and  were  engaged  in  the 
action  of  April  2  before  Petersburg. 

Since  the  capture  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg  the  entire  command 
has  been  engaged  in  shipjring  the  siege  train  and  dismantling  the  rebel 
works  before  Kichmond  and  Petersburg. 

SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

January. — No  changes  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  this  com- 
mand during  the  month. 

February  5. — 7  a.  m.,  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  with  Bat- 
tery K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery, 
advanced  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run,  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and 
at  Armstrong's  Mill.  The  enemy  in  small  force  were  driven  across 
the  run  at  9.30  a.  m.  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division.  The  First  and  Second  Brigades,  Third  Division,  took  posi- 
tion on  the  south  side  of  the  run,  while  the  Third  Brigade  took  position 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tucker  house,  [near]  the  Vaughan  road;  the  Sec- 
ond Division  was  posted  with  its  left  on  the  run  and  the  right  near 
Armstrong's  Mill.  At  5.15  p.  m.  the  enemy  in  strong  force  attacked  the 
right  of  Smyth's  division  and  the  left  of  McAllister's  (Third)  brigade. 
Third  Division,  and  were  finally  repulsed,  the  action  having  been  con- 
tinued until  after  7  p.  ui.  The  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division,  was 
formed  in  line  at  4.30  p.  m.,  near  the  Tucker  house,  to  relieve  McAllis- 
ter's right,  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  Brigades  of  First  Division 
remaining  in  charge  of  the  old  line  of  intrenchments. 

Fehrxiary  6. — Keconnaissances  were  sent  out  by  the  Third  Division 
without  finding  any  forces  except  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  were  driven 
inside  their  main  line  of  works.  At  the  same  time  all  three  divisions 
of  the  corps  were  held  in  readiness  to  attack  the  enemy  if  found  outside 
his  works. 

February  f'.— The  First  and  Third  Divisions  took  up  their  position  on 
the  new  line  from  Fort  Gregg  to  the  Vaughan  road  crossing  of  Hatcher's 
Eun. 

February  11. — The  Second  Division  was  assigned  a  position  on  the 
new  line  of  works  along  Hatcher's  Eun,  which  position  the  corps  now 
[February  28]  holds,  with  headquarters  near  the  site  of  the  Wilkinson 
house. 
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March  1  to  25. — In  camp,  as  last  return. 

March  5o.— Enemy  broke  through  at  Fort  Stedman  on  Ninth  Corps 
front.  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  corps,  in  afternoon, 
attacked  enemy's  intrenched  picket-line,  capturing  it  with  many  pris- 
oners. 

March  26  to  29. — In  camp. 

March  29. — Broke  camj)  at  6  a.  m. ;  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  at  Vaughan 
road;  formed  line,  with  right  resting  on  run  at  Vaughan  crossing,  and 
left  connecting  with  right  of  Fifth  Corps,  near  the  Quaker  road.  Fifth 
Corps  attacked  by  the  enemy  on  the  Quaker  road. 

March  30. — Troops  advanced;  connecting  on  tlie  right  with  a  division 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  and  on  the  left  with  Fifth  Corps.  Line 
formed,  with  right  resting  at  Crow  house,  and  left  on  the  Boydton 
road,  near  the  Mrs.  Eainey  house.     Skirmishing  with  eueniy  all  day. 

March  51.— Relieved  part  of  the  line  held  by  the  Fifth  Corps  on  the 
left  of  the  Boydton  road.  Miles'  division  sent  in  to  assist  the  Fifth 
Corps,  and  captured  one  color.  Skirmishing  by  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions.  Miles  sent  to  report  to  General  Sheridan.  Line  formed, 
with  right  resting  at  Mrs.  Butler's,  on  Boydton  road,  and  left  at  Crow 
house. 

April  1. — The  left  of  the  line  of  the  corps  rested  on  Gravelly  Run. 
At  dusk  the  First  Division  moved  to  make  a  connection  with  General 
Sheridan,  the  remainder  of  tlie  corps  connecting  with  Miles  by  men  in 
single  rank  with  intervals.  Our  left  now  rests  near  the  Claiborne  and 
White  Oak  roads.  A  great  deal  of  skirmishing  during  the  night.  The 
Second  Division  ordered  to  be  ready  to  attack  the  enemy's  redoubt  in 
front  of  the  Crow  house  at  daylight;  afterward  order  countermanded. 

April  2. — The  enemy  evacuate  their  works  in  our  front  at  9  o'clock. 
Received  news  irom  the  Second  Division  that  they  had  carried  the 
redoubt  near  Crow  house,  taking  280  prisoners  and  3  guns.  Miles' 
division  returns  from  Sheridan,  strikes  the  enemy  on  Claiborne  road 
and  follows  them,  and  at  3  o'clock  attacks  their  position  near  Suther- 
land's Station ;  drives  them  out,  taking  2  guns,  400  prisoners,  and  1 
battle-flag.  Second  and  Third  Divisions  follow  the  Boydton  plank  road, 
crossing  Hatcher's  Run,  and  take  position  within  one  mile  and  a  half 
of  Petersburg.  General  Humphreys  t^es  the  Second  Division  and 
moves  down  the  Cox  road  to  relieve  Miles,  who  reported  the  enemy  too 
strong.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Second  Division  Miles  is  found  all 
right. 

April  3. — Corps  again  together,  and  moves  on  River  and  Namozine 
roads  to  Namoziue  Church. 

April  4. — Marched  down  Namozine  road  and  encamped  near  Deep 
Creek. 

April  5. — Left  camp  at  1.30  a.  m.,  with  slow  progress,  on  account  of 
the  cavalry  occupying  the  road.  Issued  rations  and  resumed  the 
march,  passing  through  Dennisville,  and  reached  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad  at  Jetersville  Station.  Halted  in  line  of  battle  with 
two  divisions.  First  and  Second,  on  left  of  Fiftli  Corps,  with  Third  on 
the  right,  which  was  afterward  relieved  by  Sixth  Corps,  and  was  placed 
on  the  left  of  the  corps. 

April  6. — Moved  at  6.30  in  direction  of  Amelia  Court- Elonse,  in  three 
columns,  with  deploying  distance — Second  Division  on  right.  First  in 
center.  Third  on  left.  At  9  o'clock  discovered  the  enemy  moving  past 
Amelia  Sulphur  Springs.  9.30  o'clock  Mott's  division  moved  down  the 
Jetersville  and  Deatonsville  road ;  cross  Flat  Creek  and  skirmish  with 
their  rear  guard.    At  Deatonsville  they  made  a  stand;  we  charged  and 


76  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVIII. 

drove  theui  2  p.  m.  At  4.40  o'clock  connected  with  Sixth  Corps  and 
moved  down  the  Farniville  road  to  Sailor's  Greek,  where  the  enemy 
made  a  stand ;  drove  them,  taking  250  wagons,  75  ambulances,  several 
battle-flags,  and  between  600  and  700  prisoners.  The  enemy's  route 
was  strewn  with  wagons,  camp  and  garrison  equipage.  General  Bar- 
low reported  early  in  the  morning  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Second  Division. 

April  7.— Marched  to  High  Bridge  and  found  the  enemy  on  the  high 
ground  on  other  side  of  Appomattox  Eiver  in  line  of  battle;  they 
retired  and  we  followed.  The  bridge  was  set  on  tire,  but  was  saved. 
The  corps  captured  18  guns  and  400  prisoners.  Barlow  moved  down 
the  railroad,  and  First  and  Third  [Divisions]  took  a  road  two  miles 
from  the  bridge,  turning  to  the  right,  leading  to  the  Farmville  and 
Lynchburg  stage  road,  striking  it  some  miles  above  Farjuville.  Here 
the  enemy  was  found  in  strong  force,  and  we  failed  to  find  their  flank, 
so  no  attack  was  ordered.  Barlow  forced  tlieni  and  destroyed  150 
wagons.  General  Smyth,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, was  mortally  wounded. 

Aprils. — Left  camp  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  down  the  Farmville  and 
Lynchburg  stage  road  one  mile  and  a  half  toward  the  right,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Buckingham  Gourt-House.  At  Coalpit  turned  to  the 
right  and  marched  on  a  road  running  parallel  to  plank  road,  and 
marched  through  New  Store.  Rested  two  hours  and  a  half.  Received 
orders  to  march  until  we  had  the  enemy  on  our  immediate  front.  Left 
at  9.30  o'clock ;  marched  until  12.30  o'clock.  The  men  were  so  exhausted 
for  want  of  something  to  eat  that  a  halt  was  ordered;  went  into  camp 
and  rations  were  issued.  i 

April  9. — Left  camp  at  9  o'clock  and  marched  to  within  five  miles  of 
Appomattox  Court-House;  halted.  At  4  o'clock' received  news  that 
General  Lee  had  surrendered  his  army. 

April  10. — Remained  quiet. 

April  11. — Left  camp  at  10.30  o'clock;  marched  to  New  Store,  and 
encamped  for  the  night. 

April  12. — Left  camp  at  6.30  o'clock ;  marched  one  mile  and  a  half; 
struck  plank  road;  marched  through  Curdsville;  crossed  Little  Willis 
River,  passing  through  Farmville;  encamped  near  Bush  River. 

April  13. — Left  camp  at  8  o'clock;  moved  to  Burkeville."  Remained 
at  Burkeville  during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

May  1. — At  Burkeville. 

May  2.  —Moved  from  Burkeville  to  Jetersville. 

May  3. — Moved  from  Jetersville,  via  Amelia  Gourt-Honse,  across  the 
Appomattox  at  Goode's  Bridge. 

May  4. — Moved  from  Goode's  Bridge  to  Two-Mile  Greek,  five  miles 
from  Richmond. 

May  5. — Moved  to  Manchester. 

May  6. — Moved  through  Richmond  by  Brook  road  to  Brook  Greek. 

May  7. — Moved  across  Chickahominy  at  Winston's  Bridge  via  Han- 
over Court-House ;  across  Pamunkey  at  Littlepage's  Bridge. 

May  8.— Moved  past  Concord  Church,  Ghestertield  Station,  Old  Ches- 
terfield, Mount  Carmel  Church,  by  telegraph  road,  to  vicinity  of  Golaus- 
ville. 

May  9.— Moved  by  telegraph  road  across  Pole-Cat,  Mat,  Ta,  Po,  and 
Ny  to  Massaponax  Church. 

May  10. — Moved  through  Fredericksburg  across  Rappahannock; 
passed  Washington,  Oder's,  Cockley  Store,  to  Old  Tavern. 

May  11. — Passed  Tusculum  to  Middle  Run. 
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May  J5.— Marched  to  vicinity  of  Wolf  Eun  Shoals,  on  Occoquan. 
May  i5.— Marched  to  Bailey's  Cross-Eoads  and  encamped,  remaining 
here  during  the  rest  of  the  month. 

[June.] — No  change  of  station  during  the  month. 

First  Division. 

February  5.— The  Fourth  Brigade  of  this  division  was  ordered  to 
Hatcher's  Eun,  and  formed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Division. 

February  9. — It  returned,  not  having  been  engaged.  On  the  same 
day  the  di\ision  moved  to  the  left,  its  right  resting  at  Fort  Gregg,  its 
left  at  the  chimneys  of  the  Westmoreland  house,  and  threw  up  a  line 
of  works. 

[March  25.] — The  division  remained  in  camp  in  the  breast- works,  near 
Squirrel  Level  road,  until  the  morning  of  this  date,  when  attacking 
parties  were  sent  out  from  the  First  and  Fourth  Brigades  to  occupy  the 
enemy's  picket-line.  This  was  done,  and  the  movement  was  followed 
by  the  advance  of  the  entire  command  to  the  new  position  gained. 
During  the  afternoon  three  determined  attacks  were  made  by  the  enemy, 
with  the  view  of  dislodging  us,  all  of  which  were  repulsed.  A  strong 
picket-line  was  left  upon  the  ground  occupied,  when  the  division  returned 
to  its  former  camp  behind  the  intrenchments. 

March  20. — The  division  marched  by  the  left  flank  across  Hatcher's 
Eun,  and  formed  line  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Division.  Advanced  in 
line  to  Dabney's  Mill  road  the  next  day,  with  the  left  resting  at  the 
Boydton  plank  road. 

March  31. — Moved  to  the  left,  relieving  the  Fifth  Corps  from  the 
position  held  by  them.  At  12.30  p.  m.  the  division  advanced  to  the 
relief  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  Third  and 
Fourth  Brigades,  striking  the  rebels  in  flank  and  driving  them  to  their 
works,  captured  large  numbers  of  prisoners  and  a  flag.  Obtained  pos- 
session of  the  White  Oak  i"oad.  Subsequently  moved  to  the  right, 
intrenched  the  line,  and  bivouacked. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

February. — This  brigade  broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  and 
moved  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's 
Eun,  to  a  new  position,  which  we  [have]  since  occupied. 

March  9. — This  brigade  was  reviewed  by  Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 
with  the  rest  of  the  division. 

March  23. — This  brigade  was  reviewed,  with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  by 
Ma,jor-General  Humphreys. 

March  25. — At  6  a.  m.  -this  brigade  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  move. 
Two  hundred  men  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers  marched  out 
of  our  intrenchments,  with  orders  to  attack  the  enemj''s  picket-line  and 
break  it  if  possible.  They  maxle  the  attack,  but  were  repulsed,  with  a 
small  loss,  owing  to  the  dense  undergrowth  and  swamp  in  their  front. 
They  then  moved  half  a  mile  to  the  left  and  renewed  the  assault,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  their  strong  intrenched  picket-line  and  holding  the 
same.  The  brigade  now  moved  out  to  their  support  and  was  deployed 
on  the  line.  The  enemy  made  two  different  assaults  to  regain  their  lost 
position,  but  were  each  time  handsomely  repulsed.  At  12  midniglit  the 
brigade  was  withdrawn,  and  returned  to  cam]). 

March  29. — At  6  a.  ni.  the  brigade  moved  down  the  Vaughan  road, 
crossing  Hatcher's  Eun,  and  bivouacked  about  five  miles  from  the  run, 
near  Brown  house. 
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March  30. — We  advanced  our  line  a  short  distance. 

March  31. — We  crossec".  the  Boydton  road,  relieving  part  of  the  Fifth 
Corps,  and  became  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy,  though  with  com- 
paratively small  loss. 

A'pril  1. — The  brigade,  with  the  division,  moved  at  4.30  p.  m.  from  a 
position  near  the  junction  of  the  White  Oak  and  Boydton  roads,  and 
rested  near  the  Butler  house  until  5  p.  m.,  when  we  advanced,  struck 
the  Quaker  road,  marching  down  the  same  about  two  miles,  and  biv- 
ouacked. 

April.  2. — The  brigade  moved  at  7  a.  m.  Were  then  ordered  back,  on 
intimation  that  the  enemy  were  evacuating  their  main  works.  Marched 
through  them,  following  the  retreating  enemy,  and  found  them  in  tem- 
porary works  near  Sutherland's  Station,  South  Side  Eailroad.  Charged 
them  and  captured  about  600  prisoners,  and  bivouacked  near  that 
place. 

April  3  to  5. — Continued  the  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  enemy  on  the 
Namozine  road,  and  bivouacked  near  the  Danville  railroad  at  8  p.  m. 
April  5,  marching  about  twenty-four  miles. 

April  6. — Moved  at  5  a.  m.  toward  Amelia  Court-House.  At  10  a.  m. 
observed  the  enemy's  wagon  train,  and  advanced  rapidly  in  pursuit, 
chasing  them  all  day.  At  5  p.  m.  the  brigade  charged,  making  large 
captures  in  prisoners,  artillery,  wagons,  horses,  flags,  &c.,  and  bivouacked 
near  Monkey  Run. 

April  7. — Moved  at  6  a.  m. ;  crossed  the  Appomattox  Eiver  at  High 
Bridge;  found  the  enemy  in  light  works  near  Cumberland  Church. 
The  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  them  at  5  p.  m.,  but  were  repulsed, 
on  account  of  overwhelming  numbers,  losing  heavily  in  oflBcers  and 
men. 

April  8. — Continued  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy,  marching 
down  the  Lynchburg  road  about  sixteen  miles;  bivouacked  at  11  p.  m. 

April  9. — At  daylight  resumed  the  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  enemy.  At 
11  a.  m  came  upon  the  enemy's  pickets.  The  brigade  was  halted  and 
formed  in  line,  awaiting  negotiations  of  peace.  At  2  p.  m.  again 
advanced  a  short  distance,  but  were  again  halted.  At  4  p.  m.  the  wel- 
come news  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  entire  army  was  announced  to  the 
troops. 

April  11. — The  division  moved  at  10  a.  m.  (except  this  brigade,  which 
remained  to  guard  the  surrendered  and  captured  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores)  to  Burkeville  Station.    Remained  there  until  6.30  on  the 
morning  of  April  13. 

April  13.—  We  moved  up  the  old  Lynchburg  road,  the  train  arriving 
at  New  Store  at  6  p.  m. 

April  i4.— Moved  at  7.30  a.  m.  with  the  train,  and  arrived  at  Farm- 
ville,  Va.,  at  5  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  two  miles  from  that  place. 

April  i5.— Marched  at  7  a.  m.  to  Burkeville  Station;  joined  the  divis 
ion  about  5  p.  m.,  and  went  into  camp. 


April  iS.— Broke  camp  and  moved  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  and 
went  into  camp  near  the  Agnew  house,  where  we  still  remain  (May  1). 

May  l.—In  camp  near  Burkeville  Station,  Va. 

May  5.— Received  orders  to  march  at  1  p.  m.  by  direct  route  to  Man- 
chester. 

May  .5. — Arrived  there  at  10  a.  lu. 
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May  6. — Took  up  our  line  of  march  for  Fredericksburg,  passing 
through  Kichmond  and  halting  about  seven  miles  from  the  city  for  the 
night,  near  the  branch  of  the  Chickahominy  Eiver. 

May  7. — Marched  about  twenty  miles,  crossing  the  Pamnnkey  Eiver, 
and  encamped  near  it  for  the  night. 

May  8. — On  the  march ;  crossed  the  Pole-Cat  Eiver,  and  encamped 
about  seven  miles  from  it  for  the  night. 

May  9. — On  the  march ;  crossed  the  Mat,  Po,  and  Ta  Elvers,  and  en- 
camped for  the  night  near  the  old  battle-ground,  Spotsylvania. 

May  10. — Passed  through  Fredericksburg,  crossing  the  Potomac 
Creek,  and  encamped  near  it  for  the  night. 

May  11  and  12. — On  the  march,  nothing  of  importance  occurring  dur- 
ing the  day. 

May  13. — Crossed  the  Occoquan  Creek  at  Wolf  Eun  Shoals,  and 
crossing  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Eailroad  at  Burke's  Station,  en- 
camped for  the  night  near  Mason's  Hill,  about  seven  miles  from  Alex- 
andria, and  remaining  encamped  until  the  morning  of  the  15th. 

May  15. — Marched  about  four  miles,  and  encamped  near  Four  Mile 
Eun,  where  we  still  remain. 

May  23. — Participated  in  grand  review  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
at  Washington. 

May  31. — Took  part  in  the  review  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  at  Ball's 
Cross-Eoads,  and  remain  still  encamped,  with  the  division,  at  Four-Mile 
Eun. 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 

Februdry. — Eemained  in  camp  employed  in  drill,  and  furnished  vari- 
ous details  until  the  9th ;  then,  from  orders  from  division  headquarters, 
moved  camp  to  the  left  about  two  miles,  and  established  in  rear  of  First, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Brigades.  Since  then  remained  in  camp  furnishing 
ordinary  details.  Eegimental  and  brigade  drill  have  been  held  when 
weather  and  circumstances  would  permit. 

[March.] — The  brigade  remained  in  camp,  furnishing  details  for  picket, 
&c.;  also  employed  in  drill  and  military  instruction  until  the  25th  in- 
stant, when  it  broke  camp  and  advanced,  capturing  the  picket-lines  of 
the  enemy,  who  made  repeated  attempts  to  regain  it,  but  were  hand- 
somely repulsed.  The  action  lasted  about  three  hours,  when  the  bri- 
gade was  relieved  by  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  was  ordered  to 
return  to  camp.  The  losses  in  the  action  were  1(J  enlisted  men  killed,  7 
commissioned  ofiBcers  and  154:  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  1  enlisted 
man  missing;  total,  178. 

The  brigade  remained  in  camp  until  the  29th  instant,  when  it  broke 
camp  and  marched,  with  the  division,  to  the  left,  across  Hatcher's  Eun 
and  toward  tlie  South  Side  Eailroad,  occasionally  skirmishing  M'ith 
the  enemy. 

March  31. — Still  continuing  the  advance. 

[April.]— T\iitr.  brigade  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  campaign,  being 
in  the  charge  at  Sutherland's  Station  and  in  the  advance  through  the 
entire  campaign,  capturing  many  prisoners,  2  battle-flags,  and  losing 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  147  men. 

April  11. — Joined  the  division  in  the  march  to  Burkeville,  where  it 
remains  [April  30],  engaged  in  drill  and  military  instruction. 
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Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 

March  29. — Broke  camp,  crossed  Hatcher's  Bun,  formed  in  line  of 
battle;  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  [New  York)  deployed  as  skir 
mishers. 

March  30. — Resumed  march  in  line  of  battle;  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  [New  York]  relieved  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  as 
skirmishers  at  11  a.  m.  At  noon  met  the  enemy,  drove  them  across 
Boydton  plank  road;  line  of  battle  advanced  to  within  view  of  the 
enemy;  constructed  breast- work  and  bivouacked. 

March  31. — Changed  positions  at  about  1  p.  m. ;  advanced,  charged 
the  enemy  with  much  enthusiasm,  driving  [him]  in  confusion;  captured 
one  battle-flag  and  many  prisoners. 

A])ril  1. — Changed  position  at  11  p.  m.;  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  ordered  to  reconnoiter  and  find  if  an  assault  on  the  enemy's 
works  were  practicable;  found  it  doubtful,  and  withdrew;  marched  to 
the  left  until  4  a.  m.  April  2 ;  rested. 

April  2. — Returned  three  miles;  again  advanced  and  found  the 
enemy;  advanced  under  a  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  the  enemy 
falling  back  before  our  skirmishers.  Continued  march  toward  South 
Side  Railroad,  driving  the  enemy,  causing  them  to  destroy  caissons, 
baggage,  &c.  Again  found  the  enemy  in  strong  position;  charged 
their  works,  and  [were]  repulsed.  General  Madill  wounded,  and  sent  to 
the  rear.  General  MacDougall  assumed  command;  a  second  charge 
ordered ;  again  repulsed.  General  MacDougall  wounded,  but  retained 
command.  Artillery  placed  in  position ;  enemy  leave  the  works;  follow 
in  pursuit  and  take  possession  of  railroad. 

April  3. — Continued  the  pursuit. 

April  4. — Repairing  roads. 

April  5. — Assisting  the  advance  of  train  and  artillery, 

April  6. — Continued  attacks  on  enemy's  rear;  charged  on  a  battery 
which  covered  the  retreat  of  the  enemy's  train.  Capttired  some  prison- 
ers, drove  the  enemy,  captured  140  wagons,  and  bivouacked. 

April  7. — Moved  in  view  of  High  Bridge;  found  the  enemy  strongly 
intrenched;  Thirty-ninth  and  Fifty-second  [New  York]  deployed  as 
skirmishers;  drove  the  enemy ;  advanced  across  the  river;  took  up  line 
of  march  toward  Parmville;  found  the  enemy  again  in  position;  biv- 
ouacked. 

April  8. — Enemy  evacuated  during  the  night.  Continued  the  ad- 
vance; One  hundred  and  eleventh,  One  hundred  and  twenty- fifth,  and 
One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  as  skirmishers. 

April  9. — Received  the  news  of  General  Lee's  surrender,  which  was 
received  with  great  enthusiasm.  Returned  [11th]  by  way  of  Farniviile, 
with  banners  flying,  to  our  present  position  near  Burkeville  Junction. 
Va. 

May  5.— The  brigade  broke  camp  with  the  corps  near  Burkeville  Sta- 
tion, Va.,  and  moved  over  the  direct  route  to  Manchester,  Va. 

May  5. — Arrived  at  that  place  about  noon,  resting  one  day. 

May  6. — The  command  moved  across  the  James  River  in  the  morn- 
ing, ])assing  through  Richmond,  and  encamping  for  the  night  near 
Yellow  Tavern,  from  which  point,  after  marching  easy  marches  of  from 
fourteen  to  eighteen  miles  a  day,  moving  by  way  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  the  column  arrived  opposite  Washington,  D,  C,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  13th,  and  the  command  went  into  permanent  camp  near  Bailey's 
Oross-Roads  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  where  the  troops  still  remain. 
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Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division. 

February  5. — The  brigade,  under  couimand  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John 
Bamsey,  received  orders  to  march  in  the  afternoon,  moving  toward 
Hatcher's  Bun.  The  command  formed  in  line  of  battle  near  the  Tucker 
house,  connecting  with  General  McAllister's  brigade  of  the  Third 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  on  the  left,  and  the  right  resting  near  a 
swamp.  The  brigade  remained  in  this  position,  and  at  the  same  time 
throwing  up  earth-works,  until  the  9th,  when  it  returned  to  its  former 
camp.  The  command  was  not  engaged,  yet  still  held  an  important 
part  of  the  line.    All  this  without  the  loss  of  an  officer  or  a  man. 

Since,  that  time  no  movements  have  taken  place. 

[March.] — During  the  month  the  command  remained  undisturbed, 
in  camp  until  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  marching  orders  were 
received,  and  the  command  was  held  in  readiness  to  move.  At  3  p.  m. 
the  brigade  advanced  and  moved  under  cover  of  a  wood  one  mile  in 
advance  of  our  main  line  of  works.  At  5  p.  m.  the  brigade  was  ordered 
forward,  and  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  remainder  of  the  division, 
connecting  with  Third  Brigade  on  the  right  and  Second  on  the  left. 
The  lighting  was  quite  spirited,  we  remaining  on  the  defensive,  and  was 
very  favorable  to  our  forces.  In  the  night  we  withdrew  to  our  camp,> 
and  resumed  the  regular  routine  of  camp  duty. 

March  29. — The  brigade  again  moved,  and,  advancing  on  the  Vaughan 
road  a  short  distance,  filed  to  the  right  and  formed  line  of  battle  near 
the  boydton  road,  connecting  with  the  Fifth  Corps.  Steady  advances 
were  made  and  the  line  extended  farther  to  the  left  until  this  command 
extended  to  the  Boydton  road. 

March  31. — The  brigade  was  ordered  farther  to  the  left,  and  at  1 
p.  m.,  the  Third  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  being  driven  back,  I  was 
ordered  to  assume  the  offensive,  and  became  warmly  engaged  with  the 
enemy  and  drove  them  about  two  miles,  but  not  without  severe  loss. 
The  night  closed  the  contest,  and  the  command  was  ordered  to  fortify 
the  advanced  position  and  be  prepared  for  future  operations. 

April  J.— Marched  from  in  front  of  Petersburg  to  join  the  forces 
under  General  Sheridan. 

April  5.— Joined  General  Sheridan  at  daylight.  Entered  the  enemy's 
works  and  participated  in  the  action  near  the  South  Side  Eailroad. 
Captured  2  guns  and  1  battle-flag. 

April  3,  4,  and  5.— Marched  to  overtake  the  retreating  enemy. 
,    April  e.— Came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  but  were  not  actively  engaged. 

April  7. — Participated  in  the  action  near  Farmville. 

April  8. — Eesumed  the  march. 

April  9.— Were  present  at  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  Bested  until  the  11th  instant,  when  we  marched  toward 
Burkeville,  where  we  arrived  on  the  13th  and  encamped. 

May  5.— Broke  camp  near  Burkeville  and  marched  to  Manchester, 
Va.,  where  we  arrived  May  5. 

May  6.— Entered  Eichmond,  and  marched  from  there,  via  Fredericks- 
burg, to  Alexandria. 

May  i5.— Arrived  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  encamped  near  Four- 
Mile  Bun,  where  we  still  remain. 

IjMwe.]— No  change  of  locality  of  camp  during  the  month. 
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Second  Division. 

February  5. — In  the  morning,  in  compliance  with  orders  received, 
the  division  advanced  on  the  Vaughan  road  toward  Hatcher's  Eun  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Armstrong  house,  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
found  strongly  posted;  tliey  were  soon  driven  in,  and,  after  a  short 
engagement,  a  new  line  was  established. 

February  11. — The  division  was  assigned  a  position  on  the  new  line 
of  works  along  Hatcher's  Eua. 

[March.] — The  command  remained  in  camp  inactive  until  the  25th 
instant,  at  which  time  the  enemy  made  a  partially  successful  assault  on 
our  line  in  front  of  Petersburg,  when,  with  other  portions  of  the  corps, 
it  participated  in  a  successful  movement  on  the  enemy's  line  near 
Hatcher's  Eun. 

March  26. — ^Having  accomplished  its  object,  the  command  returned 
to  camp  at  night. 

March  29. — Again  broke  camp,  and  took  an  active  part  during  the 
remainder  of  the  month  in  the  operations  against  the  enemy  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hatcher's  Eun, 

April  2. — In  the  morning,  in  conjunction  with  the  army,  broke  the 
lines  of  the  enemy,  carrying  a  redoubt  and  capturing  two  guns.  Eapid 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  was  kept  up  and  frequent  skirmishing  occurred 
until  April  9,  when  the  enemy  surrendered  near  Appomattox  Court- 
Honse,  Va. 

April  11. — In  the  morning  the  troops  moved  on  the  return  march. 

April  14. — Arrived  at  Burkeville.  Eemained  in  camp  at  Burkeville, 
Va.,  until  30th  instant. 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

February  4. — In  the  evening  this  command  received  orders  to  be  in 
readiness  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  At  the  hour 
designated  the  command  was  under  arms,  and  soon  after  moved  with 
the  column  on  the  Vaughan  road  to  Hatcher's  Eun. 

The  command  participated  in  the  skirmishes  at  the  run,  and  also  aided 
in  repulsing  several  charges  made  by  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  Third 
Division  of  this  corps  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant. 

February  11.— In  the  morning  the  command  was  assigned  to  its  pres- 
ent position  on  the  Vaughan  road  in  reserve  camp. 

[March.]— This  command  remained  inactive  during  the  month  until 
the  enemy  assaulted  our  line  in  front  of  Petersburg,  when,  with  other 
portions  of  this  corps,  it  participated  in  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  left, 
near  Hatcher's  Eun,  March  25.  Having  accomplished  the  desired 
object,  the  command  was  ordered  back  to  camp  the  night  of  the  same 
date. 

March  29.— In  accordance  with  orders  the  command  broke  camp  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  operations  near  Hatcher's  Eun  during  the 
remainder  of  the  month. 

Third  Division. 

February  5.— Moved  to  Hatcher's  Eun;  First  and  Second  Brigades 
took  position  on  the  western  side. 

February  ff.— First  and  Second  Brigades  returned  to  the  eastern  side 
of  the  run  and  took  position  near  the  Tucker  house. 
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February  9. — Troops  took  position  iiowLeld,  extending  from  Battery 
B  to  Armstrong's  Mill;  headquarters  at  Clay  pole  house,  on  Squirrel 
Level  road. 

April  1. — Eemaiued  in  position  on  Boydton  plank  road. 

April  2. — Occupied  the  enemy's  line  of  works,  and  moved  forward 
within  two  miles  of  Petersburg.  Took  position  in  line,  connecting 
Sixth  and  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps.  Ordered  to  report  to  Major- 
General  Wright,  commanding  Sixth  Corps. 

April  3. — Petersburg  being  evacuated,  moved  down  the  South  Side 
Eailroad,  rejoining  the  Second  Corps. 

April  4. — Marched  seven  miles  toward  Jctersville. 

April  5. — Marched  to  Jetersville. 

April  6. — Attacked  the  enemy  at  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs;  made  six 
assaults  upon  him  at  different  points,  driving  him  from  his  position 
each  time,  capturing  guns,  colors,  wagons,  and  prisoners. 

April  7. — Met  the  enemy  near  Farmville,  Va.;  made  no  attack. 

April  8  and  9. — Marched  to  Clover  Hill.  The  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  surrendered. 

April  11. — Marched  to  New  Store. 

April  12. — Marched  to  Farmville. 

April  13. — Marched  to  Burkeville  Junction. 

April  30. — Still  in  camp  at  Burkeville  Junction. 

May  2. — Lett  camp  at  Burkeville,  Va. ;  marched  to  Amelia  Court- 
House. 

May  3. — Marched  to  Haxall's. 

May  4. — Marched  to  Manchester. 

May  0. — Marched  through  Richmond  to  Yellow  Tavern. 

May  7. — Marched  across  Pamunkey  Kiver  at  liittlcpage's  Bridge. 

May  8. — Marched  to  Hawkins'  Creek. 

May  .9.— Marched  to  Ta  Eiver. 

May  10. — Marched  through  Fredericksburg  to  Oder's  Store. 

May  11. — Marched  to  Tusculum. 

May  12. — Marched  to  Webster  house. 

May  13. — Crossed  the  Occoquan  at  Wolf  Kuu  Shoals  and  marched  to 
An  nan  dale. 

May  15. — Went  into  camp  at  Bailey's  Cross-Eoads,  Va. 

[June.] — No  change  of  station  during  the  month. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

April  1  and  2. — This  brigade  participated  in  the  attack  on  Peters- 
burg (on  the  left  flank),  and,  with  the  remainder  of  the  corp.s,  pursued 
the  enemy  until  the  surrender  of  Lee,  capturing  many  prisoners,  ma- 
terial of  war,  and  Avagons,  especially  April  C.  After  the  surrender  of 
Lee,  the  brigade  returned  to  near  Burkeville,  where  [April  3(>]  it  now  is. 

General  Mott  (commanding  division)  having  been  wounded  on  the 
6th,  General  De  Trobriand  assumed  command  of  the  division,  and  Col. 
E.  B.  Shepherd,  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  assumed  command  of 
the  brigade.  The  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  now  garrisons  Farm- 
ville. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  1. This  brigade  was  encamped  a  short  distance  outside  of 

the  rear  Lne  of  works  and  about  1,500  yards  west  of  the  Weldon  rail- 
road. 
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February  5. — Broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and  marched  on  the  Vaughan 
road  to  Hatcher's  Eun.  Participated  in  the  engagement  on  that  day. 
During  the  night  the  enemy  fell  back. 

February  6. — In  the  morning  a  new  line  of  works,  extending  from  the 
left  of  the  former  line  to  Hatcher's  Eun,  was  laid  out,  and  the  brigade 
was  engaged  in  constructing'this  line  on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th,  making 
abatis  and  slashing  the  timber  in  front  of  it. 

February  9. — The  brigade  went  into  camp  about  1,500  yards  in  rear 
of  the  line  and  near  the  Vaughan  road,  where  it  has  since  remained, 
doing  picket,  fatigue,  and  camp  duties. 

March  1. — The  brigade  occupied  the  same  camp  as  on  February  28, 
viz,  in  rear  of  Union  line,  near  Humphreys'  Station. 

Eemained  iu  camp  doing  picket,  fatigue,  and  camp  duty  until  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  when  it  broke  camp  and  marched  on  the  Vaughan 
road  about  one  mile  beyond  Hatcher's  Creek. 

March  30. — The  brigade  marched  in  line  of  battle  toward  the  Dabney 
Mill  road.    Halted  for  the  night  near  the  mill. 

March  31. — Advanced  in  line  of  battle  until  we  met  the  enemy  near 
the  battle-ground  of  October  27,  left  of  brigade  resting  near  the  Boyd- 
ton  plank  road. 

April  1. — Brigade  lay  in  line  of  battle  (iu  the  morning  in  same  posi- 
tion as  on  March  31)  perpendicular  to  crossing  the  Boydton  road  where 
the  fight  of  October  27  occurred. 

April  2. — About  8  a.  m.,  the  enemy  having  been  driven  from  their 
works  in  our  front,  the  brigade  moved  by  the  flank  up  the  plank  road 
to  near  Petersburg.  Skirmished  with  the  enemy  until  near  dark. 
Eemaiiied  for  the  night  in  line  around  the  house  formerly  occupied  by 
General  Mahone  as  headquarters. 

April  3. — Marched  about  fifteen  mUes  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on 
river  road  in  direction  of  Lynchburg. 

April  4. — Marched  about  five  miles.  Brigade  employed  in  corduroy- 
ing road. 

April  5. — Marched  about  fifteen  miles,  striking  Danville  railroad, 
where  we  encamped. 

April  G. — Marched  at  C  a.  m.  Skirmished  with  the  enemy,  capturing 
wagon  train,  one  piece  of  artillery,  small-arms,  &c.,  at  Sailor's  Creek, 
where  Me  remained  for  the  night. 

April  7. — Marched  aboui  fifteen  miles  in  direction  of  Lynchburg. 

April  9. — Marched  to  Clover  Hill,  where  General  Lee  surrendered  to 
General  Grant. 

April  10. — Eemained  in  camp. 

April  11. — Marched  back  to  New  Store. 

April  12. — Marched  to  Farmville. 

April  13. — Marched  to  Burkeville,  where  we  have  since  remained, 
doing  camp  and  fatigue  duty.  * 

Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  i.— Broke  camp  near  the  Halifax  road,  and  joined  the  divis- 
ion in  the  expedition  to  Hatcher's  Eun  on  the  5th. 

February  o. — During  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  in  the  afternoon 
this  brigade  took  up  line  of  battle  on  left  of  Vaughan  road  and  repulsed 
the  attack  of  the  enemy  three  times,  with  considerable  loss  to  them. 

The  new  line  having  been  formed,  the  command  remained  quiet  in 
(iamp  in  rear  of  the  breast- works  near  the  Vaughan  road  for  the  rest  of 
the  month. 
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[jVa»-c7i.]— Keiiiaiiied  in  camp  near  Hatcilier's  Kun,  paiticipatiuii;  in  the 
aflair  of  March  25  near  the  Tucker  house,  where,  after  a  stubborn 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  we  succeeded  in  taking  and  retak- 
ing the  enemy's  picket-line  in  our  front. 

March  53.— Broke  camp,  and  moved  with  the  rest  of  the  division  to 
the  left  near  the  Boydton  plank  road. 

March  5J.— Made  a  gallant  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  to  develop 
their  strength. 

April .?.— Attacked  and  captured  the  enemy's  picket-line  where  the 
Boydton  plank  road  crosses  the  White  Oak  road,  and  afterward  occu- 
pied his  main  works  and  advanced  to  Petersburg. 

April  3  to  '). — Pursued  the  enemy. 

April  6'.— Came  up  with  him  at  Amelia  Springs.  Skirmished  with 
him  all  day,  and  at  night  succeeded  in  forcing  him  to  abandon  his 
wagon  train. 

April  7  and  S.— Continued  the  pursuit;  also  on  the  9th  until  8  p.  m., 
when  near  Appomattox  Court-House  the  surrender  of  Lee  was  an- 
nounced and  the  troops  ordered  to  make  camp. 

April  J 7.— Were  ordered  to  Burkeville,  and  arrived  there  on  the  14th. 
April  13  and  14,  acting  as  rear  guard  to  the  Artillery  Brigade.  Made 
camp  on  the  14th,  where  the  command  remained  during  the  rest  of 
the  month. 

May  5.— The  brigade  started  from  Burkeville  Station  with  the  Second 
Corps. 

May  6. — ^Passed  through  Richmond. 

May  15. — Arrived  near  Bailey's  Cross-Eoads. 

May  23. — Passed  in  review  at  Washington. 

[June.] — Bemained  quietly  in  camp,  near  Bailey's  Cross-Eoads,  Va., 
during  the  month. 

Artillery  Brigade. 

[February.] — The  movement  to  and  engagement  at  Hatcher's  Eun 
occurred  between  the  5th  and  8th  of  this  month.  Only  two  batteries 
of  this  brigade — Tenth  Massachusetts  and  K,  Fourth  United  States — 
participated. 

[March.] — In  the  engagement  on  the  25th  four  batteries  of  this 
brigade  were  engaged:  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery;  K,  Fourth  U. 
S.  .Artillery;  M,  First  New  Hampshire  Artillery;  and  B,  First  New 
Jersey.  Six  batteries  of  this  brigade  are  on  detached  service,  with 
Artillery  Reserve :  C  and  I,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery;  F,  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Artillery;  G,  First  New  York  Artillery;  Twelfth  New  York  Bat- 
tery; Third  New  Jersey  Battery;  and  Sixth  Maine  Battery. 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

[January.] — Tlie  corps  has  remained  in  its  camp  between  the  Halifax 
road  and  Jerusalem  plank  road,  no  movement  having  taken  place  dur- 
ing the  month. 

February  5. — The  corps  moved  from  its  camp  between  the  Halifax 
road  and  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  in  the  morning,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  taking 
part  in  the  actions  of  the  5th,  Gth,  and  7th,  at  Eowanty  Creek  and  near 
Hatcher's  Run,  it  being  now  [March  6]  in  camp  near  the  latter  place. 

[March.] — The  corps  remained  in  its  camp  near  Hatcher's  Run  up  to 
6  a.  m.  ou  the  25th. 
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March  25. — At  0  a.  m.  the  Second  iiud  Third  Divisions  were 
ordered  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  in  front  of  Fort 
Stedman,  to  aid  in  repelling  an  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  that  portion 
of  our  line.  About  the  same  time  the  First  Division  was  ordered  to 
move  to  the  sui)port  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  attack  on  Fort  Sted- 
man having-  been  repulsed  and  the  enemy  driven  back  by  the  Ninth 
Corps,  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  were  not  engaged.  The  Third 
Brigade  of  the  First  Division  had  a  sharp  fight  with  the  enemy  on  the 
Second  Corps  front  and  repulsed  his  attack.  At  night  the  corps 
returned  to  its  former  camp. 

March  29. — The  coips  broke  camp  at  4  a.  m.  and  marched  down  the 
stage  road,  crossing  Kowanty  Cieek,  taking  position  at  the  junction  of 
the  stage  and  Quaker  roads,  from  which  point  it  moved  up  the  Quaker 
road  to  near  the  junction  of  the  Boydton  plank  road.  Here,  about  4  p.  m., 
the  First  Division  met  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  severe  action,  drove  him 
into  his  works. 

March  30. — The  corps  remained  in  position,  and  during  the  day 
advanced  our  lines  toward  the  White  Oak  road  and  constructed 
breast-works. 

March  31. — The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  advanced  against  the 
enemy,  who  met  them  in  superior  force,  causing  our  line  to  fall  back. 
The  First  Division  then  advanced  and  restored  the  line,  taking  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners  and  one  battle-flag.  The  enemy  did  not  follow,  and  by 
night-fall  had  completely  retired  from  the  position  held  by  him  in  the 
morning.  During  the  night  the  corps  was  massed  near  the  Boydton 
plank  road,  and  toward  midnight  the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to 
move  down  the  Boydton  plank  road  to  Dinwiddie  to  the  support  of 
Major-General  Sheridan. 

April  1. — The  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  this  corps  moved  at  day- 
light to  support  General  Sheridan,  at  Five  Forks,  on  the  White  Oak 
road,  the  Second  J^ivision  having  moved  to  that  point  the  night  pre- 
vious. The  corps  engaged  the  enemy  about  3.30  p.  m.,  and  after  a 
severe  battle,  with  the  assistance  of  the  cavalry,  drove  him  completely 
from  the  field,  capturing  5  guns,  12  battle  flags,  and  3,244  prisoners. 
About  5  p.  m.  Major  General  Warren  was  relieved  from  the  command  of 
the  corps  by  Major-General  Sheridan  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin 
assigned  to  the  command.  The  battle  ceasing  about  dark,  the  corps 
bivouacked  on  the  field.    Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Fred.  Winthrop  was  killed. 

April  2. — Marched  at  G  a.  m.  toward  the  Claiborne  road;  returned  to 
the  White  Oak  road;  thence  down  the  Ford  road  across  Hatcher's  Eun 
to  Cox's  Station,  on  South  Side  Kailroad;  captured  1  engme  and  3  cars 
and  tore  up  the  track;  continued  on  march  to  the  junction  of  the  Namo- 
zine  and  Eiver  roads.  Here  (Tcneral  Crawford's  division  was  moved 
down  the  Namozine  load  toward  the  river  to  support  General  Merritt, 
and  had  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy.    Marched  twenty  miles. 

April ,?.— Marched  down  the  River  road,  bridging  and  crossing  Namo- 
zine  Creek;  picked  nj)  many  straggling  rebels,  who  were  concealed  in 
the  woods.  At  C.30  p.  ni.  received  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Peters- 
burg and  evacuation  of  Eichmond.  Halted  near  Deep  Creek  and  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night,  after  a  march  of  twenty-three  miles.  Picked  up 
and  turned  over  to  the  ordnance  department  three  brass  12-pounders 
abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

April  ^.—Marched  at  5  a.  m.  via  Dennisville,  arriving  at  Jetersville, 
on  the  Danville  railroad,  at  5.20  p.  ni.;  went  into  position  and  threw 
up  a  line  of  breagt- works;  distance  marched  this  day  twenty-five  miles. 

April  5, — Kemained  in  position  all  day. 
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April  6. — Marched  at  6  a.  in.  toward  Amelia  Court-House;  thence 
along  the  Prideville  road,  via  Paineville,  to  vicinity  of  Ligontown, 
marching  about  thirty-two  miles.  Picked  up  to-day  300  prisoners,  and 
destroyed  a  number  of  rebel  wagons  and  caissons. 

April  7.— Marched  at  5.30  a  m.,  crossing  Bush  Creek,  to  Prince 
Edward  Court-House,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles. 

April  8. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  moving  up  the  Lynchburg  railroad 
via  Prospect  Station,  following  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps;  continued  on 
march  until  2  a.  m.,  bivouacking  within  three  miles  of  Appomattox 
Court-House;  marched  this  day  about  twenty-nine  miles. 

April  9. — Marched  at  4  a.  m.,  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Appomattox 
Court-House  about  7  a.  m.  Found  the  cavalry  sharply  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  who  were  driving  our  skirmishers;  went  into  position  at 
once  and  advanced  against  the  enemy,  who,  after  a  short  contest, 
retreated,  and  about  9  a.  m.  it  was  announced  that  General  Lee  had 
surrendered  the  Array  of  Northern  Virginia.  Orders  to  cease  firing 
were  immediately  given,  and  the  troops  halted  where  they  were,  having 
reached  and  taken  possession  of  Appomattox  Court-House.  About  3 
p.  m.  the  troops  went  into  camp. 

April  iO.— Brevet  Major-lieneral  GriflBn  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  arrange  the  terms  of  surrender. 

April  12. — The  rebel  army  marched  out  and  surrendered  its  arms, 
guns,  and  colors,  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  receiving  them.  The 
captures  numbered  157  pieces  of  artillery,  71  battle-flags,  and  about 
17,000  stand  of  small-arms.  Official  report  of  prisoners  surrendered 
26,116.» 

April  13  and  14. — Eemoved  the  captured  property  to  the  railroad 
for  transportation  to  Washington. 

April  15. — Left  Appomattox  Court-House  at  2  p.  m.,  following  the 
railroad,  halting  for  the  night  after  a  march  of  thirteen  miles. 

April  16. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  via  Prospect  Station,  to  Farmville, 
marching  seventeen  miles. 

April  17. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.,  taking  the  road  to  Burkeville;  thence 
to  Little  Sandy  Run,  where  the  corps  went  into  camp ;  distance  marched 
this  day  twenty-seven  miles. 

April  18  and  19. — Remained  in  camp. 

April  20. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  to  Nottoway  Court-House,  relieving 
the  Ninth  Corps  in  guarding  the  railroad  from  Burkeville  to  Peters- 
burg; distance  marched,  eighteen  miles.  The  corps  continued  on  this 
duty  during  the  remainder  of  the  month,  corps  headquarters  remain- 
ing at  Nottoway  Court-House.  The  casualties  in  the  corps  from  March 
29  to  April  9,  inclusive,  number: 


KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missinj;. 

AggregaU. 

OflScers                                       -     -                  

18 
245 

103 
1,553 

6 
540 

127 

2,338 

Total 

Wi 

1,656 

6^6 

2.465 

May  1. — Left  Nottoway  Court-House  at  9  a.  m.  and  closed  the  corps 
on  the  First  Division,  which  was  occupying  Wilson's  Station ;  distance, 
sixteen  miles. 

May  2. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  via  Sutherland's  Station,  to  within  five 
miles  of  Petersburg,  and  went  into  camp,  a  march  of  twenty  miles. 

*  Compilation  of  lists  of  prisoners  paroled  foots  up  28,231.    See  p.  1277. 
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,  May  3. — Marched  at  G  p  m.,  passing  tbrougli  Petersburg  and  up  the 
Petersburg  and  Richmond  pike  to  Drewry's  Blufl",  a  distance  of  eighteen 
miles. 

May  4. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  arriving  at  Manchester  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and 
went  into  camp  outside  the  town ;  marched  five  miles.  Continued  our 
march  to  Hanover  Court- House,  encamping  at  night  on  the  old  battle- 
field; marched  twenty-three  miles. 

Mays. — Remained  in  camp;  corps  headquarters  at  Chesterfield  Park. 

May  6. — Marched  at  t)  a.  m.  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  entered  Richmond,  following  the  route  of  march 
laid  down  in  General  Orders,  No.  114,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

May  7. — Marched  at  10  a.  m.  to  Concord  Church  and  went  into  camp ; 
distance,  twelve  miles. 

May  8. — Marched  at  G  a.  m.,  and  after  a  march  of  sixteen  miles  went 
into  camp  beyond  Milford  Station. 

May  9. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Massaponax  and  Rappa- 
hannock Rivers,  and  encamped  opposite  Fredericksburg;  distance 
marched,  twenty  miles. 

May  10. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.,  crossing  Potomac,  Aquia,  and  Chop- 
awamsic  Creeks;  distance  marched,  eighteen  miles. 

May  11. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  via  Dumfries,  crossing  the  Quantico  and 
Occoquan  Rivers,  and  encamping  at  Fairfax  Station ;  distance  marched, 
eighteen  miles. 

May  12. — Marched  at  G  a.  m.,  via  Fairfax  Court- House,  to  the  Colum- 
bia pike,  and  went  into  camp  at  Four-Mile  Run. 

May  23. — Marched  into  Washington  and  took  part  in  the  gTand  review 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  returned  to  camp  the  same  day. 

[June.] — The  corps  has  remained  in  camp  near  Four-Mile  Run  during 
the  month.    Headquarters  has  remained  unchanged. 

First  Division. 

[February.] — The  division  remained  in  camp  near  Jerusalem  plank 
road  until  the  morning  of  the  5tli. 

February  5. — A  sufiicient  guard  having  been  left  to  protect  the  camps 
and  surrounding  property,  the  divison  moved  out  along  the  Weldon 
railroad  in  the  direction  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  marching  that 
day  seventeen  miles. 

February  6. — Returned  to  Hatcher's  Run  before  daylight. 

February  7. — In  the  afternoon  took  part  in  a  very  severe  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  during  which  the  division  lost  very  heavily.  The 
division  held  the  line  of  works  along  the  bank  of  Hatcher's  Run  until 
February  11. 

February  11. — They  recrossed  the  run  and  took  up  a  position  on  the 
rear  and  flank,  where  they  have  been  since,  performing  the  usual  picket, 
camp,  and  fatigue  duties. 

[jifwrc/t.]— The  division  performed  the  usual  camp  and  outpost  duties, 
&c.,  until  March  25,  when  it  marched  out,  leaving,  however,  the  Second 
Brigade  back  to  support  the  Second  Corps  during  the  tightiiig  that  day. 
Returned  in  the  evening,  and  remained  u'ntil  the  29th. 

March  29.— A  general  move  was  made.  Participated  in  all  the 
engagements  from  Lewis'  farm  up  to  Boydton  plank  road,  where  the 
division  lost  very  heavily. 

[April.] — The  division  participated  in  all  the  engagements  from  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks  up  to  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army,  losing  heavily 
in  killed  and  wounded. 
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May  2. — Marched  fioiii  Wilson's  Station,  Va.,  via  IV.terslmrg,to  Rich- 
mond. 
May  6. — Passed  through  Richmond ;  marched  toward  Washington. 
May  12. — Arrived  at  Arlington  Heights. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

February  5. — In  accordance  with  orders,  the  brigade  broke  camp  at 
C.30  a.  m.,  and  with  the  balance  of  the  division  moved  west  to  the  Wel- 
dou  railroad ;  then  south  and  southwest  to  a  point  on  Hatcher's  Run ; 
then  northwest  on  a  road  leading  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  halting  at 
4  p.  m.  on  the  plantation  of  Oliver  Chappell,  and  remained  until  11  p.  m. ; 
then  returned  by  the  same  road  to  the  Vaughan  road;  then  marched 
north  on  the  Vaughan  road  to  the  south  bank  of  Hatcher's  Run  and 
occupied  earth-works  covering  crossing  of  that  stream. 

February  6. — About  3  p.  m.  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  support 
of  General  Winthrop's  brigade,  then  being  pressed  by  an  assault  of  the 
enemy.  Formed  a  line  of  battle,  facing  west,  and  moved  forward.  A 
ch£.rge  was  ordered  on  the  enemy,  which  was  executed  in  a  most  gallant 
style.  The  enemy  broke  at  the  first  volley  and  fled  in  great  confusion. 
After  pursuing  for  some  distance,  the  brigade  was  halted,  in  consequence 
of  being  out  of  ammunition.  At  5.30  p.  m.  rapid  firing  commenced  on 
the  right  and  to  the  rear,  when  the  command  was  changed  to  face  north- 
west, and  remained  under  arms  all  night. 

February  7. — In  the  morning  the  enemy  threatened  an  attack.  Sharp 
firing  was  kept  up  between  the  two  lines  of  skirmishers  tor  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  when,  a  heavy  rain  and  hail  storm  setting  in,  the  enemy  with- 
drew to  cover  of  woods.  At  11  a.  m.  the  brigade  was  relieved  by  Gen- 
eral Gregg's  cavalry,  and  reoccupied  the  works  left  the  previous  day. 
The  casualties  were  comparatively  small.  Since  the  last-mentioned  date 
the  command  has  gone  into  new  camp,  and  has  been  busily  engaged  in 
doing  picket  and  fatigue  duty  and  in  erecting  quarters. 

March  25. — The  brigade  left  camp  at  Hatcher's  Run,  Va.,  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  with  the  balance  of  the  division  supported  the  Second  Corps 
in  their  attack  on  the  enemy's  lines,  returning. to  camp  the  same  night. 

March  29. — Broke  camp  in  the  morning;  met  the  enemy  on  Lewis' 
farm,  near  Gravelly  Run,  Va.,  and,  after  a  desperate  engagement  of 
nearly  two  hours',  being  re-enforced  by  three  regiments  from  the  Third 
Brigade,  drove  him  from  the  field.  The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  severe.    Bivouacked  on  the  field  of  battle. 

March  31. — In  the  morning  advanced  on  the  enemy  and  drove  him 
from  his  defenses  on  White  Oak  road  and  turned  the  breast- works;  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night;  our  losses  were  light. 

April  1. — The  brigade  resumed  the  march  at  6.30  a.  m.,  and  with  the 
corps  joined  General  Sheridan's  command  at  8.30  of  the  same  morning. 
Advanced  in  line  of  battle  against  the  enemy  at  3.30  p.  m.  and  fought 
the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Our 
loss  Avas  small. 

April  2. — Crossed  the  South  Side  Railroad  in  pursuit  of  the  retreat- 
ing enemy,  which  pursuit  was  followed  up  until  the  surrender  of  Gen- 
eral Lee,  April  9,  near  Appomattox  Court-House.  Remained  at  this 
point  until  the  15th  awaiting  the  parole  of  prisoners  and  gathering  in 
captured  arms  and  ammunition. 

April  15. — In  the  morning  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  South 
Side  Railroad,  arriving  at  Wilson's  Station,  on  that  road,  the  21st. 
Here  the  brigade  went  into  camp,  doing  duty  along  the  railroad  and  at 
residences  in  the  vicinity  during  the  remainder  of  the  mouth. 
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May  2. — The  brigade  passed  through  Petersburg,  and  marched 
toward  Eichmond. 

May  4. — Arrived  at  Manchester,  opposite  that  city. 

May  6. — It  passed  through  Bichmoud,  leading  the  corps,  and  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

May  30. — The  One  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers 
was  mustered  out  of  service,  and  left  for  home  May  31. 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[February.] — The  brigade  remained  in  camp  near  Jerusalem  plank 
road  until  February  5. 

February  5. — Leaving  a  sufficient  guard  to  protect  the  camps,  the 
brigade  moved  out  along  the  line  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  marching  on  that  day  about 
seventeen  miles. 

February  6. — Returned  to  Hatcher's  Eun  before  daylight,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  same  day  took  part  in  a  severe  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  with  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  Held  line  of 
works  along  the  bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun  until  February  11. 

February  11. — Crossed  the  run  in  the  morning  and  took  position  on 
rear  line,  where  the  brigade  has  since  remained,  performing  the  usual 
camp  and  outpost  duties  with  an  occasional  detail  for  fatigue. 

[March.] — The  brigade  performed  the  usual  camp  and  outpost  duties, 
with  frequent  reviews  and  several  brigade  dress  parades,  until  the  25th. 

March  25. — The  brigade  was  moved  out  to  support  the  Second  Corps 
during  that  day,  as  the  enemy  made  an  attack  near  Petersburg,  and 
the  line  on  the  left  was  pushed  forward.  Eeturned  to  camp  at  night 
and  remained  until  29th. 

March  29.— -A  general  move  was  made.  This  brigade  was  in  the 
engagement  at  Lewis'  farm  on  the  29th,  and  at  Boydton  road  on  30th 
and  31st,  suffering  considerably  in  killed  and  wounded. 

April  1. — The  brigade  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Five  Forks, 
losing  a  few  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  capturing  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  prisoners  from  the  enemy.  Followed  the  retreating  rebel  army 
until  the  9th  instant. 

April  9. — The  brigade  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Appomattox 
Court-House,  with  a  loss  of  one  man  wounded  on  the  skirmish  line. 
General  Lee  surrendered  the  whole  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  on  that 
day. 

April  12. — The  brigade  was  drawn  up  in  line  to  receive  the  captured 
arms  and  colors.    Eemained  at  Appomattox  until  the  15th. 

April  15. — The  brigade  took  up  line  of  march  toward  Burkeville,  which 
was  passed  on  the  17th.    Eemained  in  that  vicinity  until  the  20th. 

April  20. — Took  up  line  of  march  along  the  South  Side  Eailroad. 

April  23. — Eelieved  troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps  on  the  railroad  near 
Sutherland's  Station. 

The  brigade  remained  until  April  30  employed  in  guarding  the  rail- 
road, commissary,  and  quartermaster's  stores,  and  as  safeguards  to  the 
citizens  residing  in  that  vicinity. 

May  2. — Broke  camp  at  Sutherland's  Station,  and  marched  to  Man- 
chester, via  Petersburg. 

May  4. — Arrived  at  Manchester,  and  remained  there  until  the  6th, 

May  6. — Marched  through  Richmond,  and  took  up  line  of  march  for 
Alexandria. 

May  12. — Arrived  at  Arlington  Heights,  where  the  brigade  went 
into  camp,  and  has  remained  up  to  the  31st  instant. 
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Second  Division. 

February  5. — The  division  marclied  from  camp  near  Gurley  house 

iu  the  morniiijO-  througli  the road;  reached  Rowanty  Creek  at 

noou ;  found  the  enemy  in  some  force  intrenched  upon  the  farther  bank, 
but  a  sharp  engagement  dislodged  him  and  effected  a  crossing  for  the 
cavah-y  and  corps.  Continued  the  march  to  the  Vaughan  house,  where 
a  strong  position  was  taken  up,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  coming 
up  upon  the  left  and  right.  At  11  p.  m.  moved  down  the  Vaughan  [road  | 
to  breast-works  near  Hatcher's  Run,  arriving  at  daybresik.  In  the  after- 
noon engaged  tlie  enemy,  two  brigades  supporting  the  Third  Division, 
near  Dabney's  Mill,  and  one  holding  the  Vaughan  road  against  the 
enemy  attacking  in  force.  At  night  encamped  near  Hatcher's  Eun; 
spent  several  days  in  work  upon  new  lines. 

February  11. — Came  back  a  mile  to  this  camp,  where  the  division  still 
remains. 

[March.\ — The  division  lay  quietly  in  camp  near  Hatcher's  Eun 
until  the  'J5th. 

March  25. — The  division  was  suddenly  marched  to  the  Gurley  house 
and  then  to  the  lines  of  the  Ninth  Corps  to  assist  in  repelling  an  attack 
of  the  enemy.  At  night  the  division  returned  to  its  former  position  with- 
out having  been  engaged. 

March  2'J. — In  the  morning  the  command  broke  camp  at  3  o'clock  and 
marched  to  Eowanty  Creek,  which  was  crossed  without  opposition. 
The  march  was  continued  to  the  junction  of  the  Vaughan  and  Quaker 
roads,  where  the  division  halted  for  the  night  with  the  exception  of  the 
First  Brigatle,  which  was  sent  to  re  enforce  the  First  Division,  engaged 
with  the  enemy  on  the  Boyd  ton  plank  road. 

March  30. — Crossed  the  Boydton  plank  road,  and  in  the  afternoon 
made  a  reconnaissance  iu  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Dabney  house,  on  the  White  Oak  road,  and  leaving  there 
a  strong  picket. 

March  31. — In  the  morning  re-enforced  the  picket-line  with  the  whole 
division,  and  soon  after  received  orders  to  take  the  White  Oak  road 
and  intrench  upon  it,  the  Third  Division  being  sent  as  a  support.  An 
attack  was  accordingly  made,  but  not  attended  with  success,  as  the 
enemy  was  present  in  overwhelming  numbers.  The  command,  how- 
ever, fell  back  in  good  order  toward  its  supports,  but  they  suddenly, 
and  apparently  without  cause,  withdrawing,  was  compelled  to  continue 
its  retreat  to  the  position  occupied  the  previous  night.  Later  in  the 
day  advanced  with  the  rest  of  the  corps  to  the  White  Oak  road  with- 
out opposition,  the  enemy  having  marched  toward  Dinwiddie.  At  11 
p.  m.  received  orders  to  report  immediately  to  General  Sheridan,  at 
Dinwiddie,  and  midnight  and  the  close  of  the  month  found  us  making 
a  dilficult  night  march  down  the  Boydton  plank  road. 

April  1. — The  division  joined  the  cavalry  forces  under  General  Sheri- 
dan near  Dinwiddie  Court- House  early  in  the  morning,  and  later  in  the 
day  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  finding  in  its 
front  the  enemy  Strongly  intrenched,  but  carrying  the  works  and  cap- 
turing nine  battle-Hags  and  over  1,000  prisoners.  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Winthrop  here  fell  mortally  wounded  just  at  the  moment  that 
it  was  evident  that  the  victory  was  ours.  The  enemy  were  pursued 
some  three  miles  that  evening. 

April  2. — Crossed  Hatcher's  Eun  and  marched  down  the  South  Side 
Railroad  toward  Petersburg,  bivouacking  at  night  near  Beverly  Ford. 
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April  3. — It  was  discovered  that  tlie  enemy  had  evacuated  Peters 
burg,  and  from  that  time  to  the  9th  the  division  was  in  close  pursuit, 
sometimes  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  aud  sometimes  with  the 
cavalry.    Long  and  tiresome  marches  were  made  daily,  but  the  divisiou 
was  not  engaged  until  the  morning  of  the  9tli. 

April  9. — The  rebel  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  surrendered.  At 
this  time  the  division  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  advancing  rapidly  in 
line  of  battle,  and  the  flag  of  truce  preparatory  to  negotiations  came 
through  its  skirmish  line,  which  had  already  driven  the  enemy  more 
than  a  mile,  its  left  wing  capturing  a  caisson  and  putting  to  flight  a 
battery,  while  the  right  had  advanced  near  to  the  town.  After  the 
surrender  the  division  remained  at  Appomattox  Court-House  until 
the  15th. 

April  15. — Marched  to  Burkeville  and  afterward  encamped  along  the 
South  Side  Eailroad,  doing  picket  on  that  part  of  the  road  between 
Burkeville  and  Nottoway  Gourt-House,  the  headquarters  being  at  the 
latter  place. 

May  12. — The  division  reached  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  having  left 
Nottoway  Court-House  on  May  1. 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

February  5. — The  brigade  broke  camp  near  the  Gurley  house,  Va. ; 
marched  down  the  Halifax  road  to  Rowauty  Creek,  and  lay  in  line  of 
battle  until  midnight,  when  it  moved  back  upon  the  Vaughan  road  and 
occupied  a  line  of  breast-works  to  the  left  of  the  road  about  a  mile  west 
of  the  run.  About  1  p.  m.  moved  out  to  the  support  of  Gregg's  cavalry, 
who  were  skirmishing  heavily  with  the  enemy;  relieved  the  cavalry 
pickets.  The  enemy  attempted  to  advance  several  times,  but  were 
repulsed.  Being  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division, 
the  brigade  was  ordered  out  on  picket,  where  it  remained  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  7th.  It  established  camp  soon  after  its  being  relieved 
from  picket,  about  two  miles  to  the  right  of  the  Vaughan  road,  where  it 
has  since  then  remained. 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Febrimry  5  (Sunday). — This  brigade  marched  from  its  camp  near  the 
Gurley  house  at  7  a.  m.  in  a  westerly  direction ;  crossed  Hatcher's  Run 
about  noon  of  the  same  day,  and  proceeding  until  4  p.  m.,  took  position 
at  the  Vaughan  house,  on  the  rebel  military  road.  At  11  p.  ni.  marched 
back  to  Hatcher's  Run,  taking  position  in  breast-works  at  daylight. 

February  6. — At  2  p.  m.  we  followed  Crawford's  divisiou,  formed  in 
line,  and  advanced  into  the  woods ;  encountered  the  enemy ;  charged 
and  dpove  him  to  Dabney's  Mill;  fought  him  in  a  brisk  action  until  all 
the  ammunition  on  the  persons  of  the  men  was  consumed,  after  which 
we  were  relieved  by  other  troops.  The  engagement  lasted  two  hours 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  we  sustained  a  loss  of  3  officers  and  9 
men  killed,  3  officers  and  85  men  Avounded,  and  15  men  missing.  After 
several  days'  work  throwing  up  intrenchments,  the  brigade,  on  the  11th, 
went  into  camp  near  Hatcher's  Run,  where  it  has  remained  during  the 
balance  of  the  month. 

March  29. — Found  the  brigade  on  the  march,  in  the  center  of  the 
division,  and  after  i)assing  Rowanty  Creek,  about  9  a.  ni.,  it  reached  the 
Vaughan  road  about  noon,  after  a  inarch  of  eight  or  ten  miles. 

March  30. — Crossed  Gravelly  Run. 
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March  31. — Had  a  spirited  engagement  with  the  attacking  enemy  near 
White  Oak  road,  being  first  forced  to  retreat,  but  afterward  regaining 
the  lost  ground.  The  casualties  were  8  men  killed,  3  ofBcers  and  37 
men  wounded,  and  72  men  missing;  aggregate,  120.  Among  the 
wounded  was  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Deuisoii,  the  commander,  upon 
whose  retirement  the  command  devolved  on  Col.  R.  N.  Bowerman, 
Fourth  Maryland  Volunteers. 

April  1. — Formed  a  junction  with  Sheridan's  cavalry;  attacked  and 
carried  the  enemy's  breast-works  near  Five  Forks.  Colonel  Bowerman 
was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  leaving  the  command 
with  Col.  D.  L.  Stanton,  First  Maryland  Volunteers;  also  Captain 
Simon,  brigade  inspector,  who  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  L.  14.  Cassard, 
Eighth  Maryland  Volunteers.  The  casualties  were  8  men  killed,  7 
officers  and  52  men  wounded,  and  14  men  missing;  aggregate,  81. 
Many  prisoners  were  captured  and  two  battle-flags  taken  by  this  bri- 
gade. After  this  the  brigade  assisted  in  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
enemy,  acting  near  to  and  mostly  in  conjunction  with  Sheridan's  cav- 
alry. The  marching  was  rapid  and  sometimes  fatiguing,  but  with  the 
exception  of  one  man  wounded  on  the  9th  no  further  casualties  occurred 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee  with  the  rebel  army  under  liis  command, 
which  terminated  the  campaign  and  virtually  the  war. 

April  15  to  17. — From  Appomattox  Court-House,  where  this  took 
place,  the  brigade  marched  back  to  near  Nottoway  Court-House,  forty- 
four  miles;  went  into  camp  and  remained  quietly  until  the  end  of  the 
mouth. 

April  30. — This  brigade  received  marching  orders. 

May  1. — Left  its  camp  near  Nottoway  C  ourt-House,  marching  with 
the  corps  by  way  of  Petersburg  to  the  vicinity  of  liichmond. 

May  4. — Arrived  in  camp  near  Mancliester. 

May  a. — Left  and  marched  through  Richmond;  thence  northward  by 
way  of  Fredericksburg  to  Arlington  Heights,  where  we  went  into  camp 
Mav  13. 

Slay  23. — Took  part  in  the  grand  review  of  the  army  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

May  5i.— Three  regiments  of  the  brigade,  viz.  Fourth,  Seventh,  and 
Eighth,  and  a  detachment  of  the  First,  nmstcred  out  under  General 
Orders,  No.  94,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

This  closes  the  career  of  the  Maryland  Brigade,  which  was  organized 
by  General  J.  E.  Kenly  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Maryland  Heights  in 
the  winter  of  1862  and  1803,  and  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  since  July,  1803. 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Febrvary  5. — In  the  morning  brigade  moved  in  accordance  with  cir- 
cular from  headquarters  Fifth  Corps  of  the4th  instant,  reaching  Rowanty 
Creek  about  noon,  where  the  enemy  was  found  posted  in  strong  works 
on  the  opposite  bank.  These  works  were  taken  by  this  brigade,  capturing 
twenty-seven  prisoners.  xVfter  a  short  delay  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the 
remainder  of  the  division,  the  brigade  again  advanced  some  three  or 
four  miles  and  took  up  position  before  dark  on  the  left  of  Second  Bri- 
gade. The  march  was  again  resumed  at  11  o'clock,  and  continued  until 
reaching  the  crossing  of  the  Vaughan  road  at  Hatcher's  Run,  where  the 
brigade  was  massed  in  reserve.  ,  .,     t.     ..  t,  •     j    •    ., 

February  6.— During  the  morning  reheved  the  First  Brigade  m  the 
works.  In  the  afternoon  engaged  the  enemy  at  Dabney's  Mill,  losing 
8  officers  and  02  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
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March  24  [25]. — The  command  moved  from  camp  near  Hatcher's  Run, 
Va.,  to  a  position  near  the  Gurley  house,  to  assist  in  repelling  an  attack 
made  on  our  lines  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps ;  were  not  called 
into  action  during  the  day;  returned  to  our  former  position  in  the 
evening. 

March  28  [29]} — Broke  camp  about  4  a.  m.  and  moved  south  toward 
Dinwiddle  Court-House.  Did  not  encounter  the  enemy  during  the  day. 
Moved  next  day  to  Boydton  ])lank  road,  it  having  been  taken  the  day 
before  by  the  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

March  31. — Advanced  against  the  enemy.  Succeeded  in  reaching  to 
a  short  distance  of  the  White  Oak  road.  Advanced  again  during  the 
afternoon  and  occupied  the  White  Oak  road,  the  enemy  having  marched 
from  our  front  and  attacked  General  Sheridan's  cavalry  near  Dinwiddle 
Court-House.  Colonel  Sergeant,  commanding  Two  hundred  and  tenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  wounded  in  the  engagement  oi  the  31st. 

April  1. — The  command  moved  in  the  morning  to  a  point  near  Din- 
widdle Court-House,  where  it  halted  until  about  3  p.  in.,  when  an 
advance  was  ordered,  the  Fifth  Corps  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  left 
flank,  driving  him  with  great  impetuosity.  This  brigade  captured  many 
prisoners,  2  guns,  2  battle-flags,  and  several  wagons  and  ambulances. 
General  Winthrop,  commanding  First  Brigade,  was  killed  during  one  of 
the  charges  in  the  afternoon.  Learned  the  next  morning  that  the 
works  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond  were  captured  by  the 
Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps.  Started  in  the  afternotm  in  the  direction  of 
the  South  Side  Railroad,  which  was  occupied  the  next  day.  Pushed  on 
in  the  direction  of  the  Danville  road,  capturing  many  guns,  wagons, 
&c.,  along  the  route.  Reached  Danville  road  after  three  days'  forced 
march,  occupying  Burkeville  before  the  arrival  of  Lee,  tliereby  head- 
ing him  ofl'  from  Danville.  Lee  started  for  Lynchburg,  but,  after  four 
days'  very  heavy  marching,  we  succeeded  in  getting  between  his  army 
and  Lynchburg,  forcing  him  to  surrender  on  the  9th  instant.  Remained 
near  Appomattox  Court-House  until  his  army  was  all  paroled,  when  we 
retiuned  to  Burkeville,  and  from  there  the  corps  moved  to  relieve  the 
Ninth  Corps  along  the  South  Side  Railroad,  Avhere  it  still  remains. 

April  28. — The  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers was  consolidated  with  the  One  hundred  and  ninety-first  Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  9G,  paragraph  V,  dated  head- 
quarters Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

May  1. — The  command  moved  from  Nottoway  Court-House  toward 
Petersburg,  following  the  South  Side  Railroad. 

May  3. — Passed  through  the  city,  continuing  on  toward  Richmond. 

May  4. — Reached  that  place,  where  we  rested  for  one  day. 

May  6. — Passed  through  Richmond  and  continued  on  toward  Wash- 
ington. 

May  13. — Arrived  there. 

May  23. — The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  reviewed  by  the  President 
and  General  Grant. 

May  30. — The  Two  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was 
mustered  out  of  service. 

May  31.— They  left  for  their  State. 

Third  Division. 

Februarys. — Moved  at  8  a.  m.;  crossed  Rowanty  Creek;  from  that 
to  Gravelly  Run;  halted  for  the  night;  portion  of  division  on  picket 
duty. 
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FebrvMry  6. — Moved  at  4  a.  m. ;  marched  back  to  Hatcher's  Run,  At 
2  p.  m.  division  moved  upon  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  to  his  works 
near  Armstrong's  or  Dabney's  Mill.  The  enemy  being  heavily  re-en- 
forced, in  turn  drove  our  line  back  to  the  run. 

February  7. — Line  again  formed  at  10  a.  m.  and  advanced  on  the 
enemy,  driving  them  from  lines  of  rifle-pits  into  their  main  line  of 
works.     Fleavy  skirmishing  continued  during  the  entire  day. 

February  8. — Division  principally  on  picket. 

February  9. — Returned  to  former  camp  for  baggage,  &c. 

February  10. — Marched  to  and  established  present  camp  near  Halifax 
road. 

March  39. — Division  broke  camp  at  Hatcher's  Run  and  moved  in  a 
southwesterly  direction,  crossing  Rowanty  Creek;  thence  following 
Quaker  road  until  vicinity  of  Boydton  plank  road  was  reached  near 
Gravelly  Run,  where  enemy  was  found;  formed  line  of  battle  on  left  of 
First  Division;  deployed  skirniisliers,  covering  front  of  division.  The 
enemy  retreated  before  our  advance. 

March  30. — Moved  to  Boj^dton  plank  road,  fornnng  line  parallel. 
Same  day  occupied  in  throwing  up  breast-works,  behind  which  the 
troops  lay  during  remainder  of  day  and  niglit. 

March  31. — Line  formed  at  0.30  a.  m.  and  moved  out;  followed  Boyd- 
ton plank  road  two  miles,  then  filed  to  the  right,  halted,  and  massed  in 
woods  near  an  open  field.  The  advance  of  Second  Division  checked  by 
sui)erior  force  of  the  enemy;  fell  back  to  prevent  capture  of  division ; 
line  was  again  formed  and  further  advance  of  the  enemy  successfully 
arrest€d. 

April  1. — Moved  from  Gravelly  Run.    Action  of  Five  Forks. 

April  2. — Moved  to  Ford's  Station  and  down  the  Namozine  road. 
Engagement  with  enemy's  rear  guard  at  night. 

April  3. — Moved  to  Sweat-House  Creek. 

April  4. — Moved  to  Jetersville. 

April  6. — Moved  through  Paineville  and  to  Sailor's  Creek,  near  High 
Bridge,  over  the  Appomattox  River. 

April  7. — Moved  across  the  Appomattox  River  to  Prince  Edward 
Court  House. 

April  8. — Moved  to  Evergreen  Station. 

April  9. — Moved  to  Appomattox  Court-House.    Lee's  surrender. 

April  15. — Moved  east  of  Pamplin's  Station. 

April  16. — Moved  to  Farmville. 

April  17. — Moved  to  headwaters  of  Little  Sandy  River,  near  Price's 
Station. 

April  20. — Moved  near  Nottoway  Court-House. 

April  21. — Moved  near  Blacks  and  Whites  Station,  the  command 
guarding  the  railroad  from  Nottoway  to  Wilson's  Station. 

May  1. — Moved  from  Blacks  and  Whites  Station  to  Wilson's  Station. 

May  2. — Moved  to  Sutherland's  Station. 

May  3. — Marched  through  Petersburg  to  eight  miles  from  Manchester. 

May  i. — Marched  to  Manchester. 

May  6. — Marched  through  Richmond  to  Peake's  Turn-Out. 

May  7. — Marched  to  Concord  Church. 

May  8. — Crossed  the  Mattapony  and  marched  to  Milford  Station 

May  9. — Marched  to  Fredericksburg,  crossing  the  Rappahanncck. 

May  10. — Marched  to  Chopawamsic  Cre^k,  near  Aquia  Creek. 

May  11. — Marched  to  near  Fairfax  Station. 

May  12. — Marched  to  Ball's  Cross- Roads  and  encamped. 

[June.] — ^The  division  has  remained  in  camp  during  the  entire  month. 
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First  Provisional  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  14. — This  brigade  was  organized  from  the  Sixth  and  Seventh 
Wisconsin,  the  other  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
having  been  sent  north  on  duty.  The  regiments  were,  at  the  time,  in 
their  present  location,  and  picket  and  fatigue  duty  and  the  erection  of 
quarters  have  occupied  the  attention  of  both  officers  and  men  since 
that  date. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

March  3. — The  Ninety-first  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  was 
assigned  to  this  brigade  by  Special  Orders,  No.  55,  headquarters  Third 
Division. 

March  15. — The  term  "provisional"  was  dropped  from  the  designa- 
tion of  the  brigade  by  Special  Orders,  No.  68,  headquarters  Third 
Division. 

March  26  [25]. — At  7  a.  m.  the  brigade  moved  to  the  support  of  the 
Ninth  Corps,  and  was  halted  near  Warren's  Station  until  about  4  p.  m., 
when  it  moved  to  support  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  After  dark  the 
brigade  returned  to  camp. 

March  29. — Early  in  the  morning  the  brigade  broke  camp  and  marched 
to  a  point  near  the  Boydton  plank  road. 

March  SO. — It  moved  to  the  plank  road  and  threw  up  breast-works. 

March  31. — Crossed  the  plank  road,  and,  after  advancing  about  a 
mile,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  the  line  in  front  of  this  brigade 
breaking  suddenly,  allowing  the  enemy  to  advance  before  the  brigade 
could  be  deployed,  it  was  forced  back  across  a  creek  in  its  rear.  The 
battle-field  was  reoccupied  during  the  day,  and  our  line  considerably 
advanced  beyond  it. 

April  1 . — The  brigade  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  action  which 
secured  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg  by  breaking  the  South  Side  Rail- 
road. 

April  2. — Moved  to  the  railroad,  and  on  it  toward  Petersburg  three 
or  four  miles ;  then  took  the  Burkeville  road  west  a  distance  of  about 
five-miles,  where  there  was  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

April  3. — Moved  on  toward  Burkeville  and  continued  in  the  pursuit 
of  Ijee's  army,  being  near  Appomattox  Court-House  the  9th,  when  Gen- 
eral Lee  surrendered  at  that  place.  Remained  until  the  14th,  for  the 
terms  of  capitulation  to  be  carried  out.  Returned  by  way  of  Farmville 
to  Burkeville,  encamping  a  few  miles  out  toward  Danville. 

April  18  {about). — Were  ordered  to  guard  the  Petersburg  and  Lynch- 
burg Railroad. 

April  20  and  21. — Marched  to  our  present  location. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  5.— Moved  from  camp  on  Jerusalem  plank  road  at  7  a.  m., 
marching  south,  crossing  Rowanty  Creek;  from  that  to  Gravelly  Run 
far  as  Vaughan  roaci;  halted  for  the  night,  a  portion  of  the  brigade 
doing  picket  duty. 

February  6".— Moved  at  4  a.  m. ;  marched  back  to  Hatcher's  Run.  At 
2  p.  m.  moved  upon  the  enemy,  and  participated  in  the  battle  near 
Dabney's  Mill. 

February  7. — Line  again  formed  at  10  a.  m . ;  portion  of  brigade  deployed 
as  skirmishers  and  advanced  on  enemy,  driving  them  fro<n  line  of  rifle- 
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pits  into  the  main  line  of  works.  Heavy  skirmishing  continued  during 
the  entire  day.  At  5  p.  m.  advance  was  ordered,  but  did  not  succeed 
in  carrying  the  works,  and  returned  to  line  held  by  skirmishers,  stop- 
ping during  the  day.  The  brigade  remained  on  this  line  until  1  a,  m., 
when  it  marched  back  to  Hatcher's  Eun. 

February  8. — On  picket  duty  during  the  entire  day. 

February  9. — Eeturned  to  former  camp  for  baggage,  &c. 

February  10.— Marched  to  and  established  present  camp  near  Halifax 
road. 

March  7.— The  Third  Division,  to  which  this  brigade  is  attached,  Avas 
reviewed  by  General  Meade. 

March  14. — Corps  reviewed  by  General  Meade. 

March  16.— Corps  reviewed  by  Secretary  of  War  and  Generals  Meade 
and  Warren. 

March  23. — Brigade  marched  to  temporarily  occupy  lines  of  First 
Division,  Second  Corps,  absent  on  review. 

March  25. — Brigade  moved  to  support  of  Ninth  Corps,  whose  works 
the  enemy  had  attacked  and  partially  carried.  Attack  repelled  by 
Ninth  Corps.    Division  reviewed  by  President  Lincoln. 

March  59.— Brigade  broke  camp  near  Hatcher's  Run  and  moved  in  a 
southwesterly  direction,  crossing  Kowanty  Creek ;  then  following  Quaker 
road  until  vicinity  of  Boydton  plank  road  was  reached  near  Gravelly 
Eun,  where  enemy  was  found.  Brigade  here  formed  line  of  battle  on 
left  of  First  Division ;  one  regiment  of  brigade,  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
covered  front  of  brigade,  connecting  with  skirmishers  of  First  Division 
on  right  and  Third  Brigade  on  left.  The  enemy  retreated  before  our 
advance  and  brigade  bivouacked  m  au  open  field  near  Boydton  plank 
road. 

March  30. — Brigade  moved  to  Boydton  plank  road,  forming  line  par- 
allel with  same.  Day  occupied  in  throwing  up  breast-works,  behind 
which  the  troops  lay  remainder  of  day  and  night. 

March  31. — Line  formed  at  6.30  a.  m.,  and  moved  out  from  works 
built  on  30th.  Followed  Boydton  road  two  miles,  then  filed  to  right, 
halted,  and  massed  in  woods  near  an  open  field ;  one  regiment  placed 
on  picket,  connecting  with  the  picket-line  of  the  Second  Division  on 
left,  right  resting  on  Gravelly  Eun.  The  advance  of  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, by  superior  force  of  enemy,  fell  back.  To  prevent  tjapture  brigade 
fell  back  across  Gravelly  Eun,  when  line  was  again  formed  and  further 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  successfully  arrested.  At  3  p.  m.  moved 
again  to  left  and  front,  crossing  the  run,  recovermg  our  wounded  lost 
in  the  morning.  At  niglit  brigade  threw  up  breast- works  to  complete 
the  line  between  Second  Corps,  on  right,  and  First  Division  of  the 
corps,  on  left,  in  rear  of  which  works  the  brigade  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

Commissioned  officers  killed  and  wounded  during  the  month:  Lieut. 
Col.  H.  M.  Tremlett,  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Capt.  W. 
C.  Kinsley,  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  (since  died);  Lieut. 
Alpheus  Thomas,  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Capt.  A.  H. 
Van  Deusen,  Ninety-seventh  New  York  Volunteers;  all  March  31. 

April  1. — The  morning  found  the  brigade  lying  in  rear  of  works 
built  on  night  of  31st,  near  White  Oak  road.  Line  of  battle  formed 
in  rear  of  works  and  marched  in  retreat  to  Gravelly  Eun  Church, 
which  place  we  reached  about  3  p.  ni.  Brigade  was  here  formed  in  two 
lines,  connecting  with  First  Division  on  right,  and  on  left  with  First 
Brigade,  Third  Division;  advance  of  the  entire  line  ordered  at  3  p. 
m.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  driven  steadily  before  our  advance. 
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On  reaching  White  Oak  road  changed  direction  to  left,  moving  parallel 
with  the  road.  We  Hanked  the  enemy's  works,  driving  them  from  them 
in  confusion.  Pursuit  was  continued  until  dark,  when  brigade  moved 
back  on  White  Oak  road  and  bivouacked. 

Aprils. — Marched  to  Hatcher's  Run;  crossed  South  Side  Railroad; 
struck  the  enemy's  retreating  column  at  midnight;  distance  marched, 
twenty-flve  miles. 

April  3. — Continued  in  pursuit  of  enemy. 

April  4. — Halted  for  night  at  Jetersville,  on  Danville  railroad;  works 
thrown  up  by  Third  Brigade,  this  division,  in  anticipation  of  an  attack. 

April  5. — Remained  in  bivouac  during  entire  day. 

April  6. — Formed  line  of  battle  at  daylight  and  advanced  against 
enemy,  who  hastily  retreated. 

April  7. — Continued  pursuit  of  enemy.  Halted  for  night  at  Prince 
Edward  Court-House. 

April  8. — Resumed  march  at C  a.  m.;  halted  at  2  a.  m.  following  day; 
day's  march,  thirty-five  miles. 

April  9. — Made  a  rapid  march  of  a  few  miles,  and  soon  came  in  sight 
of  our  lines,  engaged  with  enemy  near  Appomattox  Court-House.  The 
enemy  exhibiting  a  flag  of  truce,  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  ordered 
until  4  p.  m.,  at  which  hour  General  Lee  formally  surrendered  his  com- 
mand to  General  Grant. 

April  10  to  14. — Remained  in  camp  near  Appomattox  Court-House. 

April  15. — Corps  ordered  to  Burkeville  Junction,  which  place  we 
reached  on  the  17th. 

April  20. — Corps  ordered  to  relieve  Ninth  Corps  in  performance  of 
duty  on  line  of  DanviUe  railroad. 

April  21. — Headquarters  of  brigade  established  near  Blacks  and 
Whites  Station.    Brigade  performed  patrol  duty  up  to  30th. 

May  1. — Broke  camp  near  Blacks  and  Whites  Station;  marched  to 
Wilson's  Station. 

May  2. — Resumed  march  at  6  a.  m. ;  halted  for  night  within  five 
miles  of  Petersburg. 

May  3. — Marched  through  Petersburg. 

May  4. — Resumed  march  at  —  a.  m.;  reached  Manchester  at  noon, 
and  went  into  camp. 

May  6. — Passed  in  review  through  Richmond. 

May  12. — Reached  vicinity  of  Alexandria  and  went  into  camp  near 
Ball's  Cross-Roads. 

May  23. — Participated  in  grand  review  through  streets  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  5. — In  the  morning,  with  a  strength  of  59  officers  and  1,301 
muskets,  left  camp  on  Lee's  Mill  road  and  marched  fifteen  miles,  cross- 
ing Hatcher's  Run  at  Armstrong's  Mill. 

February  6. — At  3  a.  m.  recrossed  Hatcher's  Run  and  engaged  the 
enemy  near  Dabney's  Mill;  a  severely  contested  battle-ground,  from 
which  we  were  withdrawn  at  dusk  to  the  pits  on  the  run,  having  lost 
10  officers  and  193  men  killed  and  wounded. 

February  7. — Made  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy,  meeting  with  a 
small  loss. 

February  8. — Recrossed  Hatcher's  Run,  returning  to  old  camp  on  the 
10th. 


Chap.  LVm.]  THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN.  99 

February  11. — Changed  camp  to  Colonel  Wyatt's  plantation,  south 
of  Church  road,  our  left  resting  on  Halifax  road. 

March  29. — In  pursuance  of  previous  orders,  broke  camp  on  Halifax 
road,  reaching  point  near  Boydton  plank  road  about  1  p.  m.,  where 
General  Grifftn  had  already  engaged  the  enemy.  Went  into  line  on 
General  Ayres'  left.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dailey,  and  Fifty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania Veteran  Volunteers  (consolidated),  Major  Laycock,  having 
entered  the  line,  immediately  advanced,  engaging  enemy's  skirmishers, 
driving  them  across  the  plank  road,  which  road  was  permanently  held 
at  this  point  by  brigade,  and  further,  being  first  occupation  of  that 
road.  After  several  changes  of  position,  division  massed  for  night 
where  plank  road  was  first  struck.  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dailey, 
One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York,  picketing  front  at  the  But- 
ler house. 

March  30. — Remained  without  important  change  in  same  position, 
making  several  lines  of  works,  finally  adopting  and  erecting  works  on 
line  of  plank  road.  In  morning  Colonel  Dailey's  picket  was  advanced, 
left  resting  at  Gravelly  Eun  bridge,  on  plank  road,  and  right  connect- 
ing with  General  Griffin,  with  reserve  at  Butler's  burnt  house. 

March  31. — Marched  to  Dabney's  house,  on  Gravelly  Run  and  near 
White  Oak  road.  General  Ayres'  division  (one  brigade)  went  into  line 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  White  Oak  road.  By  orders  from 
division  headquarters  reported  to  General  Ayres,  and  was  shown  posi- 
tion to  be  occupied  by  brigade  short  distance  in  rear  of  Second  Division 
line.  While  going  into  position  (right  by  file)  preceding  line  had  ad- 
vanced and  engaged  the  enemy,  and  before  this  brigade  was  or  could 
be  propeiHy  in  position  first  line  was  returning,  pressed  by  the  enemy. 
About  same  time,  of  four  battalions  in  position,  three  of  the  com- 
manders (Lieutenant-Colonel  Dailey,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warren,  One  hundred  and 
forty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Major  Fish,  Ninety-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers)  had  been  wounded.  The  enemy  had  also  con- 
centrated a  fire  on  left  flank.  These  causes,  with  the  retiring  of  Second 
Division,  compelled  the  falling  back  of  this  brigade ;  after  several  tem- 
porary intermediate  formations  of  line,  secured  position  on  ridge  occu- 
pied by  First  Division;  here  bivouacked  for  night. 

April  1. — Marched  from  point  near  Boydton  plank  road,  reaching 
Gravelly  Run  Church  at  3  p.  m.,  where  line  was  formed.  At  3.30  p.  m. 
advanced,  crossing  White  Oak  road;  continued  advance  without  halt- 
ing; enemy's  works  were  soon  crossed,  and  all  resistance  having  ceased, 
division  then  returned  to  Gravelly  Eun  Church,  on  White  Oak  road, 
and  bivouacked  for  night. 

April  2. — Crossed  Hatcher's  Run,  following  Church  road  to  South 
Side  Railroad.  Followed  railroad  to  crossing  of  Cox  road,  and  from 
that  point  marched  to  forks  of  Namozine  and  River  roads.  Again 
moved  along  Namozine  road,  crossing  Chandler's  Run,  to  iunction  of 
Church,  or  Ford,  and  Namozine  road;  very  late  bivouacked  for  night. 

April  3  to  9. — Brigade  was  not  again  actively  engaged,  duties  being 
confined  to  a  series  of  long  and  tedious  marches  over  miserable  roads, 
along  which  was  found  abundant  evidence  of  rapid  and  fatiguing 
retreat  of  enemy. 

April  9.— Reached  Appomattox  Court-House  8.30  a.  m.  Further 
movements  were  now  arrested  by  reception  of  flag  of  truce,  which  even- 
tuated in  the  capitulation,  same  day,  of  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
(rebel).  General  Lee,  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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Artillery  Brigade. 

[February.] — Three  of  the  batteries  accompanied  the  corps  in  the 
late  movement  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and  remained  in  position  on  the  new 
gronud  until  the  25th. 

February  25. — They  were  relieved  and  two  batteries  sent  to  do  the 
duty.  With  this  exception  no  new  movement  has  been  made  by  the 
command,  the  old  camp  having  been  preserved  and  three  batteries 
kept  on  the  Ninth  Corps  front  in  turn,  as  heretofore. 

March  29, — No  event  of  importance  transpired  previous  to  this  date, 
when  five  batteries  (B,  Fourth  United  States,  D  and  G,  Fifth  United 
States,  B,  D,  and  H,  First  New  York)  broke  camp  and  accompanied 
the  infantry  of  the  corps.  Battery  B,  Fourth  United  States,  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  of  the  29tb  and  30th,  on  the  Quaker  and 
Boydton  roads. 

March  30  and  31. — Batteries  D  and  G,  Fifth  United  States,  were  also 
engaged  in  the  same  locality. 

March  31. — [Battery]  H,  First  New  York,  was  also  engaged  near  the 
Boydton  plank  road,  as  was  also  Battery  D,  First  New  York  Artillery. 

May  1. — The  five  batteries  reported  present  were  en  route  from  Not- 
toway Court- House  to  Richmond,  via  Petersburg,  Va. 

May  4. — Arrived  at  Richmond. 

May  6. — Resumed  march  to  Washington,  via  Hanover  Court- House, 
Bowling  Green,  Fredericksburg,  and  Fairfax  Court- House. 

May  12. — Arrived  at  Washington.  Since  that  date  the  command  has 
been  encamped,  with  main  body  of  the  corps,  on  Columbia  turnpike, 
about  three  miles  from  Washington  City. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

January. — No  change  of  camp  during  the  month. 

[Febrv4iry.] — The  corps  remained  in  camp  until  the  night  of  the  5th 
instant. 

February  5. — The  First  Division  was  ordered  to  move  to  Hatcher's  Run 
and  report  to  Major-General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps. 

February  6,  7,  and  8. — This  division  [First]  participated  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Dabney's  Mill. 

February  9. — Returned  to  camp. 

February  7.— Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  circular  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  (same  date),  a  new  disposition  of 
the  lines  was  eftected,  the  corps  now  oc(!upying  the  front  line  from  Fort 
Howard,  on  the  right,  to  Fort  Gregg,  on  the  left,  inclusive.  With 
these  exceptions,  no  other  events  worthy  of  record  occurred. 

March  1  to  25. — Remained  in  camp  near  Petersburg,  nothing  unusual 
or  worthy  of  record  taking  place  until  the  morning  of  the  25th. 

March  25. — The  enemy  made  a  desperate  assault  on  a  portion  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  front,  gaining  a  temporary  advantage,  at  which  time  the 
First  Division  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  that  corps,  but  before  it 
arrived  at  the  point  of  attack  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  and  the 
lost  ground  regained.  As  soon  as  its  services  were  no  longer  needed 
the  division  was  ordered  back.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  an 
attack  was  made  on  the  intrenched  picket-line  of  the  enemy,  in  front  of 
the  corps,  which  was  carried  and  held,  some  G50  prisoners  being  cap- 
tured; not,  however,  without  a  desperate  fight,  in  which  the  corps  lost 
a  considerable  number  of  officers  and  men. 

March  27. — Sharp  picket-firing.  At  night  the  enemy  regained  one 
point  of  the  line  taken  on  the  25th.  It  was  not  thought  advisable,  how- 
ever, to  make  any  strenuous  exertions  to  retake  it. 
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March  28  to  31. — Nothing  unusual  occurred;  troops  held  in  readiness 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 

April  1. — During  the  night  the  corps  was  massed  near  the  Jones 
house,  with  a  view  of  making  an  attack  on  the  xebel  works  at  daylight 
of  2d. 

April  2. — ^Assaulted  the  rebel  works  at  daylight.  Carried  them,  cut- 
ting the  rebel  army  in  two,  capturing  numerous  guns  and  prisoners; 
then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  toward  the  left,  carrying 
the  entire  line  to  that  point,  when,  turning  toward  Petersburg,  the  lines 
were,  before  night,  moved  close  up  to  the  rebel  works  at  that  place, 
preparatory  to  an  assault  the  next  morning.  Losses  in  the  day's 
operations,  about  1,100  officers  and  men. 

April  3. — The  city  having  been  evacuated  during  the  night,  its  sur- 
render was  received  by  our  forces  shortly  after  daylight  of  this  day, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  corps  was  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  and  encamped  at  night  at  Mount  Pleasant  Church, 
near  Sutherland's  Station,  about  ten  miles  from  Petersburg. 

April  4. — Moved  at  4  a.  m.  and  encamped  about  two  miles  from  Winti- 
comack  Creek. 

April  5. — Moved  at  3  a.  m.  to  near  Jetersville  Station  and  encamped. 

April  6. — Moved  at  6  a.  m.  in  line  of  battle  toward  Amelia  Court- 
House;  no  enemy  being  found,  proceeded,  in  the  direction  of  Deatons- 
ville,  to  Sailor's  Creek.  Here,  the  enemy  disputing  our  advance,  a 
severe  engagement  followed,  in  which  the  right  wing  of  the  rebel  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  was  annihilated,  many  prisoners  being  taken, 
among  whom  were  Lieutenant-General  Bwell  and  Major-General  Custis 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army.  The  Second  Division  was  not  engaged.  Our  losses 
in  this  battle  were  about  442  officers  and  men. 

April  7. — Continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  encamping  near  Farm- 
ville. 

April  8. — Marched  to  New  Store  and  encamped. 

April  9. — Moved  to  Clover  Hill,  near  Appomattox  Court-House,  where 
the  remnant  of  the  once  formidable  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  was 
surrendered. 

April  10. — Remained  at  Clover  Hill. 

April  11. — Moved  in  the  direction  of  Burkeville,  which  was  reached 
on  the  13th.    Remained  encamped  near  Burkeville  until  23d. 

April  23 — ^Moved  to  Keysville,  in  the  direction  of  Danville. 

April  24. — Marched  from  Keysville  to  Clark's  Ferry,  Staunton  River. 

April  25. — Marched  from  Clark's  Ferry  to  Halifax  Court-House, 

April  26. — Marched  from  Halifax  Court-House  to  Brooklyn. 

April  27. — Marched  from  Brooklyn  to  Danville,  which  was  surren- 
dered on  that  day,  with  numerous  arms,  projectiles,  and  machinery  for 
manufacturing  arms,  locomotives,  &c.  Distance  marched  from  Burke- 
ville to  Danville  (100  miles)  was  accomplished  in  four  days  and  four 
hours.    Total  number  of  miles  marched  during  the  month,  over  300. 

April  27  to  30. — Remained  at  Danville. 

May  1  to  iC— Remained  encamped  at  Danville,  Va.  The  First  Divis- 
ion was  stationed  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  from  Burkeville  Junc- 
tion to  Sutherland's  Station,  near  Petersburg,  and  the  Ninth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  was  placed  on 
the  line  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  between  Danville  and 
Burkeville  Junction,  one  company  at  each  station. 

May  16. — Broke  camp  and  embarked  on  cars  for  Manchester. 

May  17  to  22. — Troops  arrived  at  Manchester  and  encamped  near  the 
town. 
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May  24. — ^Broke  camp  and  took  uy)  line  of  marcli  for  Washington, 
being  reviewed,  in  passing  through  liichmoiid,  by  Major-General  Hal- 
leck. 

May  29. — Reached  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

May  30  and  31. — Continued  the  march  in  the  direction  of  Washington. 

First  Division. 

\February.\ — ^Bemained  in  camp  until  the  night  of  the  5th. 

February  5. — Orders  were  received  to  move  to  Hatcher's  Eun  and 
report  to  General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps. 

February  6,  7,  and  8. — ^The  division  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Dabney's  Mill.  « 

February  9. — Returned  to  its  old  camp  along  the  main  line,  where  it 
has  remained  up  to  the  present  time. 

[March.] — Remained  in  camp  near  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon 
Railroad  until  the  morning  of  the  25th. 

March  25. — The  division  moved  to  tlie  right  to  the  support  of  the 
Mnth  Corps,  a  part  of  the  front  of  whicli  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy. 
When  midway  between  Hancock's  and  Meade's  Stations,  learned  of 
the  recovery  of  the  captured  work  by  our  forces,  at  the  same  time  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  corps  commander  to  remove  to  the  left,  deploy 
and  cover  the  front  between  Forts  Howard  and  Fisher,  an  interval  of 
two  miles,  while  the  Second  Division  demonstrated  opposite  Fort 
Fisher.  At  3  p.  m.  moved  two  brigades  (the  Second  Brigade,  Gen- 
eral J.  E.  Hamblin,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  O.  Edwards)  to  the 
support  of  the  right  of  the  Second  Division.  Advanced,  capturing  the 
enemy's  skirmish  pits,  with  nearly  300  prisoners.  Intrenched  a  new 
line  beyond  the  one  captured;  picketed  the  same,  and  returned  the 
command  to  camp  at  midnight. 

April  1. — Moved  the  division  from  camp  near  the  Weldon  railroad 
and  massed  it  outside  of  Fort  Welch,  on  the  left,  at  midnight  on  the 
right  of  the  corps. 

April  2. — 4.30  a.  m.,  successfully  assaulted,  in  conjunction  with  the 
balance  of  the  corps,  the  enemy's  works,  capturing  10  guns,  6  colors, 
and  1,000  prisoners.  Participated  with  the  corps  in  the  other  engage- 
ments of  that  day,  which  caused  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg  and 
Richmond. 

April  3. — ^Moved  west  in  pursuit  of  enemy,  continuing  the  march 
until  April  6,  when  the  division  was  again  successfully  engaged  at 
Little  Sailor's  Creek  with  Ewell's  corps,  capturing  many  colors  and 
prisoners,  including  Generals  Ewell  and  Custis  Lee. 

April  7  to  9. — Moved,  via  Farmville,  Curdsville,  and  New  Store, 
toward  Appomattox  Court-House.  After  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  returned,  via  Farmville,  to  Burkeville  and  encamped. 

April  23. — Moved,  via  Keysville  and  Halifax  Court-House,  to  Danville, 
arriving  there  at  3  p.  m.  of  April  27.  During  the  month  marched  over 
300  miles. 

May  1. — Received  orders  to  distribute  the  division  from  Danville 
north  to  Burkeville  on  the  line  of  railroad,  which  were  subsequently 
modified  to  read  from  Burkeville  to  Sutherland's,  near  Petersburg.  This 
was  accomplished  by  May  17 — First  Brigade  from  Sutherland's  west  to 
Wilson's  Station,  on  South  Side  Railroad ;  Third  Brigade  from  Wil- 
son's Station  to  Kottoway  Court-House,  same  railroad;  Second  Brigade 
from  Nottoway  Court-House  to  Burkeville,  inclusive,  same  railroad. 
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May  17. — Commenced  the  movement  of  the  division  via  Petersburg 
to  Manchester,  which  was  completed  May  20. 

May  24. — Marched  second  in  order  of  the  corps  in  review  through 
Richmond  before  General  Halleck.  Commenced  the  march  for  Wash- 
ington, encamping  at  night  near  Hanover  Court-House. 

MO'V  35. — Continued  the  march  toward  Washington,  via  Fredericks- 
burg, arriving  at  Wolf  fiun  Shoals  on  the  31st. 

June  2. — Arrived  at  Hall's  Hill,  near  Ball's  Cross-Eoads,  and 
encamped,  and  remained  the  balance  of  the  month. 

June  30. — By  virtue  of  General  Orders,  No.  35,  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  June  20,  the  division  was  reorganized  and  embodied 
in  the  First  Division,  Provisional  Corps. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[February.] — Since  last  return  the  brigade  has  been  encamped  in  the 
same  position  near  Petersburg,  Va. 

[March.] — Since  last  return  the  brigade  remained  in  camp  at  Parke's 
Station,  va.,  until  the  25th,  when  it  moved  down  to  the  right  to  sup- 
port the  Ninth  Corps — then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  It  was  not 
engaged.  In  the  afternoon  moved  down  again  to  the  left,  near  Fort 
Wadsworth,  where  it  remained  until  midnight,  when  it  moved  back  to 
its  old  camp. 

[April.] — Since  last  return  this  brigade  has  been  in  all  of  the  engage- 
ments in  which  the  Sixth  Corps  has  participated. 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 

April  2. — Charged  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Petersburg,  suc- 
cessfully carrying  them,  with  a  loss  of  196  killed  and  wounded. 

April  3. — Invested  the  city,  and  then  with  the  rest  of  the  division 
pursued  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Amelia  Court-House. 

April  6. — Engaged  in  the  battle  of  Little  S'ailor's  Creek,  routing  the 
enemy  at  all  points,  losing  320  killed  and  wounded. 

April  7  to  9. — Pursued  the  enemy  toward  Clover  Hill,  where  the  sur- 
render of  Lee's  army  was  announced. 

April  11. — Marched  to  Burkeville  Station,  via  Farmville,  and 
encamped  until  the  23d. 

April  23. — Marched  to  Danville,  Va.,  passing  through  Keysville, 
Halifax  Court-House,  and  Brooklyn,  arriving  there  on  the  27th,  and 
remained  in  camp  up  to  the  last  of  the  month. 

May  i. — ^Moved  from  Danville,  Va.,  to  Wilson's  Station,  on  the  South 
Side  Kailroad,  and  went  into  camp. 

May  18. — Marched  to  Eichmond,  via  Petersburg;  thence  to  Washing- 
ton, via  Hanover  Court-House,  Chesterfield  Station,  Fredericksburg, 
and  Fairfax  Station,  and  encamped  at  Ball's  Cross-Eoads. 

Second  Division. 

April  1. — 11  p.  m.  the  division  left  the  csimps  occupied  during  last 
winter  and  massed  in  front  of  Fort  Welch. 

April  2. — 4  a.  m.  charged  and  broke  the  enemy's  line  and  moved  to 
within  a  mile  of  Petersburg. 

April  3. — Marched  fourteen  miles  and  bivouacked  on  Whipponock 
Greek. 

April  4. — Marched  twelve  miles  across  Winticomack  Creek, 
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April  5. — Marched  sixteen  miles  to  near  Jetersville  Station. 

April  6. — Marched  to  Sailor's  Creek. 

April  7. — Marched  fourteen  miles  to  Farmville. 

April  8. — Marched  fifteen  miles  to  New  Store. 

April  9. — Marched  ten  miles  to  Clover  Hill,  near  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  where  Lee's  army  surrendered. 

April  11. — Moved  back  to  Farmville. 

April  12. — Moved  to  Bush  Creek. 

April  13. — Moved  to  Burkeville  Junction. 

April  23. — Moved  twenty-two  miles  to  KeysvilJe. 

April  2i. — Moved  twenty  miles  to  Staunton  Eiver. 

April  25.- — Moved  twenty  miles  to  Laurel  Grove. 

April  26. — Moved  twenty  miles  to  Brooklyn. 

April  27. — Moved  seventeen  miles  to  Danville,  which  town  was  sur- 
rendered to  the  commanding  officer  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Sixth  Corps. 

May  17. — Commenced  embarking  for  Richmond  part  of  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

May  18. — Part  of  Second  Brigade  left. 

May  19. — Balance  of  First  and  Second  Brigades  left. 

May  20. — Third  Brigade  and  division  headquarters  embarked. 

May  21. — Arrived  at  Manchester,  Va. 

May  24. — ^Passed  through  Richmond  and  marched  twenty-one  miles 
to  Hanover  Court-House. 

May  25. — Marched  fifteen  miles  to  Chesterfield  Station. 

May  26. — Marched  about  ten  miles. 

May  29. — Marched  twenty-one  miles  to  Fredericksburg. 

May  30. — Marched  sixteen  miles  to  Oak  Hill. 

May  31. — Marched  seventeen  miles  to  Wolf  Run  Shoals. 

Third  Division. 

February  5. — The  Second  Brigade  of  this  division  wasmoved  to  that 
portion  of  the  line  formerly  held  by  the  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 
which  was  sent  to  the  left  of  the  army. 

February  7. — They  were  relieved  in  turn  by  the  same  troops,  and  then 
marched  back  to  their  original  position. 

February  9. — The  Second  Brigade  was  again  moved  at  an  early  hour 
(in  compliance  with  previous  orders  to  extend  the  lines)  in  rear  of  the 
works  occupied  by  the  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  composing 
that  portion  of  the  line  between  Forts  Fisher  and  Gregg,  and  which 
works  they  now  occupy.  During  the  remainder  of  the  month  no  events 
of  importance  transpired. 

March  1  to  24. — Nothing  of  importance  occurred. 

March  25. — The  division  was  ordered  underarms,  and  at  1  p.  m.  offen- 
sive operations  were  undertaken,  which  resulted  in  taking  the  rebel 
line  of  works  held  by  their  pickets. 

March  26,  27,  and  28. — Considerable  skirmishing  ensued. 

March  30  and  5J.^Received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Maj.  Aaron  Spangler,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  wounded  March  25,  1865.  No  other  casualties 
occurred  among  commissioned  officers  during  the  month. 

April  1. — The  command  remained  encamped  near  Patrick's  Station. 

April  2.^A.t  4  a.  m.  the  division,  with  the  corps,  assaulted  and  car- 
ried the  enemy's  works  in  its  front,  capturing  six  battle-flags  and  several 
pieces  of  artillery,  besides  many  prisoners. 
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April  3  to  5. — Pursued  the  enemy  in  direction  of  Burkeville  Junc- 
tion. 

April  6. — Overtook  and  engaged  a  i)ortion  of  the  enemy  at  Sailor's 
Creek,  where  a  severe  battle  ensued,  wliich  resulted  iu  the  complete 
rout  of  the  enemy  and  capture  of  General  Ewell  and  his  command. 

April  7  and  8. — Continued  the  y)ursuit  in  direction  of  Lynchburg. 

April  9. — ^After  marching  some  twelve  miles  the  command  was  halted, 
where  it  remained  until  the  news  was  received  of  Lee's  surrender. 

April  11  to  13. — Returned  to  Burkeville  Junction  and  encamped  in 
that  vicinity. 

April  23. — ^With  the  corps  marched  in  direction  of  Danville,  Va. 

April  27. — Arrived  at  Danville  and  encamped  southwest  of  the  city. 

April  28  to  30. — Remained  in  camp. 

May  16. — Under  orders  the  division  broke  camp  near  Danville,  Va., 
and  embarked  on  cars  for  Manchester. 

May  17. — Arrived  at  Manchester  and  encamped  near  the  town. 

May  24. — Broke  camp  and  took  up  line  of  march  for  Washington, 
being  reviewed  in  passing  through  Richmond  by  Major-General  Hal- 
leck. 

May  29. — ^Reached  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

May  30  and  31. — Continued  the  march  in  direction  of  Washington. 

June  1. — ^Reached  Fairfax  Court-House. 

June  2. — Marched  to  Bailey's  Cross-Roads  and  went  into  camp, 
remaining  there  up  to  date  [June  30]. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

[February.] — ^Nothing  of  importance  to  relate  during  the  month. 
The  headquarters  aad  troops  occupy  the  same  position  as  when  the 
last  report  was  forwarded,  viz,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  near  War- 
ren's Station,  Weldon  railroad. 

April  2. — In  the  morning  this  brigade  was  placed  in  position,  in  three 
lines  of  battle,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  in  front  of  Fort 
Welch,  and  distant  from  the  enemy's  picket-line  about  150  yards.  At 
4.30  a.  m.  the  entire  corps  charged  the  enemy's  works  and  succeeded  in 
carrying  them.  This  brigade,  on  entering  the  works,  wheeled  to  the 
left  and  charged  down  the  enemy's  lines  toward  Hatcher's  Run,  driv- 
ing and  capturing  all  before  it.  We  captured  14  cannon,  caissons,  &c., 
and  about  1,100  prisoners.  W^e  succeeded  in  reaching  the  South  Side 
Railroad  and  held  our  position.  This  movement  compelled  the  evacn- 
i.tion  of  Petersburg,  and  during  the  night  the  last  of  tlie  army  had  left. 
Tl  e  enemy  were  rapidly  and  closely  pursued,  and  were  met  again  near 
De  .tonsville,  at  Sailor's  Creek.  This  brigade  was  again  engaged,  and, 
after  a  severe  fight,  succeeded  in  capturing  nearly  the  entire  force.  The 
next  morning  [April  7]  continued  the  pursuit  and  followed  the  enemy 
closely  to  near  Clover  Hill,  where,  on  the  afternoon  of  April  9,  General 
Lee  surrendered  the  entire  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

April  11.— In  the  morning  we  commenced  retracing  our  steps  for 
Burkeville  Junction,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th.    Here  we  went  into  camp  and  remained  until  tlie  23d. 

April  23. — We  marched  for  Danville. 

April  57.— This  place  [Danville]  we  reached  about  midday,  when  we 
went  into  camp,  and  where  we  are  at  the  present  time  |  April  30J. 
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Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  1  to  4. — Troops  of  this  command  were  encann)ed  near  War- 
ren's Station,  Va. 

February  5. — The  First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  being  absent 
on  a  reconnaissance,  this  brigade  was  directed  to  occupy  the  works 
formerly  held  by  First  Division,  extending  from  Battery  24  to  Fort 
Wadsworth,  which  was  done.  • 

February  7. — The  First  Division  having  returned  from  the  reconnais- 
sance, this  brigade  resumed  its  original  position  near  Fort  Keene. 

February  9. — In  obedience  to  orders  received,  the  troops  of  this  bri- 
gade broke  camp  and  marched  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  left, 
and  took  position  in  the  line  of  works  previously  occupied  by  First 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

February  10  to  28. — No  events  of  importance  transpired  worthy 
narration. 

March  1  to  25. — The  brigade  remained  encamped  near  Patrick's  Sta- 
tion. 

March  25. — Early  in  the  morning  the  enemy  attacked  the  right  of  the 
line  of  works  held  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  gained  a  temporary 
advantage.  This  command  was  immediately  ordered  under  arms  and 
preparations  were  made  for  oft'en8i,ve  movements.  At  1  p.  m.  the  One 
hundred  and  t«nth  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volun- 
teers were  detached  from  the  brigade  and  ordered  to  charge  the 
enemy's  picket-line,  which  they  did  in  gallant  style;  but  the  nature  of 
the  ground  being  unfavorable  for  the  maneuvering  of  troops,  and  the 
enemy  being  in  considerable  force,  our  troops  were  compelled  to  fall 
back.  At  4  p.  m.  the  brigade  advanced,  under  a  heavy  Are  of  artillery 
and  musketry,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  the  line  of  works  held  by  the 
enemy's  picket-line.     Skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  night. 

March  26. — Slight  skirmishing. 

March  27. — Heavy  skirmishing. 

March  28  to  30. — Picket- firing  kept  up  almost  constantly. 

March  31. — Eeceived  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  move,  which  were 
afterward  countermanded. 

April  2. — This  brigade  took  an  active  part  in  breaking  the  lines  of 
the  enemy  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

April  3  to  5. — The  enemy  having  retreated  toward  Lynchburg,  this 
command,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  tjie  army,  participated  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  rebels. 

April  6. — This  brigade  was  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy  near 
Sailor's  Creek  about  4  p.  m.,  resulting  in  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy. 

April  9. — The  news  of  Lee's  surrender  was  received  with  much  rejoic- 
ing by  the  troops  of  this  command. 

April  11  to  13. — Marched  from  the  scene  of  Lee's  surrender  to  Burke- 
ville,  where  the  troops  encamped. 

April  55.— Broke  camp  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  with  the  divis- 
ion and  corps  in  the  direction  of  Danville. 

April  57.— After  nearly  five  days  of  hard  marching,  this  command 
arrived  at  Danville,  Va.,  and  encamped  near  the  city. 

Artillery  Brigade. 

April  2. — Engagement  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
April  3  to  6. — Pursued  the  enemy  by  the  river  route. 
April  6. — Action  at  Sailor's  Creek. 

April  7  to  9. — Marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  till  near  Clover  Hill, 
Va.,  where  Lee  surrendered  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
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April  11  to  13. — Returned  to  Burkeville  Junction,  via  Farmville,  where 
we  encamped  until  morning  of  23d, 
April  23. — Marched  in  direction  of  Danville. 
April  27. — Arrived  at  Danville,  Va. 

NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

[January.] — The  troops  occupy  same  position  as  at  date  of  last  return, 
and  no  movement  has  taken  place  during  the  month. 

[February.] — There  has  been  no  movement  of  the  corps  during  the 
month  except  the  Third  Division. 

February  5. — Third  Division  moved  to  the  left  near  Hatcher's  Kun, 
where  it  remained  under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Humphreys  until 
the  evening  of  the  l(>th. 

February  10. — It  was  relieved  and  returned  to  its  former  camp. 

March  1  to  25. — Nothing  unusual  occurred  along  the  lines  of  the 
corps. 

March  25. — In  the  morning  the  enemy  made  a  desperate  assault  on 
Fort  Stedman,  in  front  of  the  lines  of  the  First  Division,  and  succeeded, 
after  determined  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  garrison,  in  gaiuing  tem- 
porary possession  of  it.  The  lines  were  firmly  held  on  either  side  of 
the  fort  until  the  Third  Division,  Brevet  Major-General  Hartranft  com- 
manding, came  up,  when  a  charge  was  made  by  his  division  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  First  Division,  which  soon  resulted  in  the  recapture  of  the 
fort  and  the  capture  of  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  besides  inflicting 
upon  the  enemy  a  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  while  being  driven 
back  to  his  works.    Our  loss  was  comparatively  small. 

Everything  remained  as  usual  during  the  remainder  of  the  month, 
with  the  exception  of  more  continued  artillery  firing, 

April  1. — Corps  occupied  the  trenches  before  Petersburg,  Va. 

April  2. — Engaged  in  the  general  assault  upon  the  enemy,  principally 
upon  the  works  in  front  of  Fort  Sedgwick, 

April  3. — Marched  through  Petersburg  in  pursuit  of  Lee's  retreating 
army,  excepting  First  Division,  which  was  left  to  guard  the  South  Side 
Railroad  from  Petersburg  to  Blacks  and  Whites  Station,  extending  to 
the  latter  place. 

April  15. — The  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  moved  as  far  as 
Burkeville,  and  the  First  Brigade  to  Farmville,  The  Third  Division 
remained  at  Nottoway  Court- House,  which  place  it  reached  on  the  8th, 

April  20. — Corps  ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  started  at  once 
for  City  Point  for  embarkation, 

April  21. — The  First  Division  arrived  at  Alexandria,  Va. 

April  25. — ^The  Third  Division  arrived. 

April  26. — The  Second  Division  arrived.  The  First  Division  moved 
through  Washington  and  encamped  near  Tennallytown,  D.  C. 

First  Division. 

March  1. — This  command  occupied  the  trenches  on  the  right  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac — its  right  resting  on  the  Appomattox  River,  its 
left  extending  nearly  to  Fort  Rice,  on  the  left  of  Baxter  road.  It  gar- 
risoned on  its  front  eight  inclosed  works,  batteries,  and  the  curtains 
between.  There  was  also  a  picket  on  the  Appomattox,  extending  down 
the  river  three  miles.  There  was  no  movement  or  change  of  troops  on 
this  front,  or  anything  beyond  the  usual  routine  of  garrison  duty  and 
the  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  from  which  some  casualties  resulted, 
until  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
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March  25. — At  4.15  a.  ni.  tlie  enemy  assaulted  our  center  in  front  of 
Fort  Stedman,  which  they  carried,  after  a  stubborn  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the  garrison.  The  division  temporarily  lost  possession  of  one 
inclosed  work  and  a  battery,  but  holding  the  rest  of  its  lines  steadily, 
at  first  were  entirely  occupied  in  repelling  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
enemy  on  other  points,  and  finally,  assuming  the  offensive,  with  the  help 
of  the  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  pressed  the  enemy  and  recap- 
tured the  works  they  had  lost  at  8.30  a.  m.  without  loss  of  a  gun  or 
color.  Our  capture  amounted  to  1,005  officers  and  men  prisoners,  and 
7  stand  of  colors ;  our  losses,  648  officers  and  men.  The  lines  were 
instantly  re-established,  the  Third  Division  (General  Hartranft)  occupy- 
ing Fort  Btedman. 

March  26. — One-half  of  Hartranft's  troops  relieved. 

March  27. — The  Eighteenth  New  Hampsliire  Volunteers  assigned  and 
were  put  on  the  line,  relieving  the  rest  of  Hartranft's  command. 

March  29. — Enemy  opened  with  their  artillery  and  musketry  with  the 
utmost  rapidity  at  10.15  p.  m.  Firing  was  kept  up  until  1.15  [a,,  m.]  March 
30.  Two  attempts  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  form  for 
a  charge,  but  their  line  was  broken  up  by  our  artillery  and  musketry. 
Some  temporary  movements  of  the  troops  of  this  division  occurred  dur- 
ing this  disturbance,  to  meet  threatened  points. 

March  31. — Preparations  carried  out  to  assault  the  enemy's  works  in 
the  morning,  if  opportunity  ottered. 

April  1, — Division  in  the  trenches  before  Petersburg,  extending  from 
the  Appomattox  to  Norfolk  railroad  (two  miles),  and  picketing  the 
river;  under  marching  orders.  During  the  night  demonstrations  made 
upon  enemy's  lines. 

April  2. — General  assault  on  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Petersburg; 
First  Brigade  massed  in  front  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  reporting  to  General 
Hartranft;  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  with  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania, 
of  First  Brigade,  making  demonstrations  at  4  a.  ra.  along  the  whole 
division  line;  fighting  throughout  the  day. 

Aprils. — Division  enters  Petersburg;  city  authorities  surrender  to 
Colonel  Ely,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  his  flags  are  first  of  all 
the  army  raised  in  the  city. 

April  5. — Division  marches  to  Sutherland's  Station,  on  South  Side 
Bailroad,  guarding  railroad  to  Cox  road. 

April  6. — Division  extended  to  Wilson's  Station. 

April  13. — Moved  to  Wellville. 

April  15. — Moved  to  Blacks  and  Whites  and  began  throwing  up  works 
at  Ford's,  Wilsons,  and  Blacks  and  Whites  Stations. 

April  20. — Marched  for  City  Point  to  embark  for  Washington. 

April  22,  23,  and  54.— Disembarked  at  Alexandria;  encamped  at 
Fowle's  farm. 

4pWJ56.— Marched  through  Washington  andencamped  near  Tennally- 
town,  D.  C. 

[Jlfai/.]— Division  encamped  near  Tennallytown,  D.  C.  Detached 
regiments  on  guard  duty  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[January.]— The  regiments  of  this  brigade  have  not  changed  their 
positions  in  the  trenches  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.  The  troops  have 
been  engaged  in  picket  and  trench  guard  duty,  repairing  picket-line 
and  covered  ways. 
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[March.] — ^The  regiments  have  not  changed  their  position  in  the 
trenches  in  front  of  Petersburg, 

March  25. — In  the  morning  the  enemy  attacked  that  portion  of  the 
line  occupied  by  tlie  Third  Brigade.  As  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  move 
was  ascertained  two  regiments  of  this  brigade  (Thirty-seventh  Wiscon- 
sin and  One  hundred  and  ninth  New  York  Volunteers),  lying  in  reserve 
in  rear  of  Fort  Morton,  were  ordered  to  take  up  their  line  in  the  right 
of  this  brigade,  in  order  to  repulse  the  enemy  should  they  turn  the  flank 
of  the  Third  Brigade,  but  were  fijially  driven  back  and  the  line  reoccu- 
pied. 

The  troops  have  been  engaged  in  picket  and  trench  guard  duty, 
repairing  picket-line  and  covered  way. 

April  1. — In  the  night  a  demonstration  was  made  on  the  rebel  lines, 
in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  this  brigade,  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
Va.  The  rebels  were  found  in  force,  and  no  determined  attack  was 
made. 

April  2. — Before  daybreak  the  whole  brigade,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  which  was  ordered 
to  hold  the  line  occupied  by  the  brigade,  made  an  assault  on  the  work 
of  the  enemy  to  the  right  of  Fort  Sedgwick.  Their  line  was  carried 
with  great  gallantry,  five  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured,  also  the 
entire  garrison  of  Fort  Mahone — some  400  officers  and  enlisted  men. 
The  lines  were  held  during  the  day  and  night. 

April  3. — At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  the  brigade  entered  Peters- 
burg, the  city  being  evacuated  by  the  enemy  during  the  night.  The 
loss  from  the  brigade  was  25  killed,  150  wounded,  and  7  missing. 

April  5. — ^Took  up  line  of  march  along  the  South  Side  Bailroad, 
marching  to  within  two  miles  of  Blacks  and  Whites  Station,  arriving 
there  on  the  9th  instant,  where  the  brigade  remained  engaged  in  guard- 
ing railroad,  doing  camp  and  guard  duty,  and  throwing  up  inclosed 
works  at  the  station. 

April  20. — In  the  morning  the  brigade  took  up  its  line  of  march  to 
City  Point,  arriving  at  that  place  on  the  morning  of  the  22d;  embarked 
immediately  on  transports  for  Washington. 

April  24. — In  the  morning  arrive<i  at  Alexandria,  Va.  The  brigade 
went  into  camp  about  three  miles  from  the  city. 

April  26. — In  the  morning  the  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Washington,  arriving  at  4  p.  m.,  and  encamping  at  Tennallytown,  about 
fooi-  miles  from  the  city,  where  the  troops  still  [April  30]  remain. 

Second  Brigade^  First  Division. 

[March.] — The  command  has  remained  in  camp  at  its  old  position,  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  near  the  Appomattox.   . 

March  55.— The  line  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division  was  car- 
ried by  the  enemy,  and  the  works  known  as  Battery  No.  10  and  Fort 
Stedman  captured.  They  also  assaulted  Battery  No.  9  (garrisoned  by 
troops  of  this  brigade),  but  were  severely  repulsed  after  a  brisk  battle 
of  about  three  hours.  The  enemy  Avitlidrew  iu  haste  to  his  own  line  of 
works,  having  been  severely  punished  for  his  temerity.  In  this  engage- 
ment the  brigade  captured  16  rebel  commissioned  officers  and  316  men, 
rank  and  tile.    The  action  commenced  at  about  4  a.  m. 

March  55.— Late  at  night  there  was  brisk  artillery  and  musketry  fir- 
ing on  the  line,  whi^h  continued  till  nearly  morning  of  the  30th.  There 
was  no  advance  made  by  either  party,  however,  and  the  only  result 
was  a  few  casualties. 
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April. — The  brigade  was  actively  engaged  in  the  battles  resulting  in 
the  capture  of  Bichmond  and  Petersburg,  Va. 

April  3. — The  brigade  was  the  first  to  occupy  Petersburg  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  flag  of  the  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters  was  unfurled  on 
the  court-house  dome  at  4.28  a.  m.,  and  was  the  first  Federal  flag  hoisted 
m  the  city. 

April  5, — The  command  left  Petersburg,  and  until  April  20  were  occu- 
pied in  picketing  the  South  Side  Railroad,  guarding  private  property, 
&c.,  with  headquarters  established  seventeen  miles  from  Petersburg,  on 
the  aforesaid  railroad. 

April  20. — Were  ordered  to  proceed  via  City  Point  and  transports  to 
Washington,  D.  C. 

April  23. — ^Arrived  at  latter  place. 

Second  Division. 

[March.] — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  position  of  this  division 
since  last  report. 

April  1  and  2. — Engaged  with  the  enemy  before  Petersburg. 

April  3. — Followed  the  enemy's  retreat  through  Petersburg  along  the 
line  of  South  Side  Eailroad. 

April  8. — Reached  Burkeville  Junction.  The  First  Brigade  was 
advanced  to  Farmville,  remaining  at  that  point  until  all  U.  S.  forces  had 
been  withdrawn  across  the  Appomattox  to  the  vicinity  of  Burkeville. 

April  21. — Commenced  move  to  Washington,  via  City  Point. 

April  26. — Reached  and  encamped  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  the 
division  is  now  stationed. 

\May.] — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  position  of  this  division 
since  last  monthly  return. 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

[January.] — Engaged  in  siege  operations  before  Petersburg,  Va. 

April  2. — Engaged  with  the  enemy,  and,  with  the  Second  Brigade  of 
this  division,  assaulted  and  carried  Fort  Mahone,  before  Petersburg,  Va. 

April  3. — Passed  through  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  encamped  ten  miles 
from  this  place;  proceeded  as  guards  for  wagon  trains  and  prisoners  ot 
war. 

April  10. — Arrived  in  Farmville,  Va.,  at  which  place  the  brigade  did 
guard  and  provost  duty. 

April  20. — Left  this  place  en  route  for  Alexandria,  Va. 

April  24. — Arrived  at  City  Point,  Va.:  embarked  on  the  eve  of  April 
26. 

April  28. — ^Arrived  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  went  into  camp  about  one 
mile  from  town,  near  Fort  Lyon. 

Third  Division. 

February  1  to  5. — Remained  in  camp  as  reserves  to  the  First  and 
Second  Divisions,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  from  Appomattox  to  Fort 
Howard. 

February  5. — The  division  was  moved  io  the  left  to  the  vicinity  of 
Hatcher's  Run,  where  it  remained  under  the  orders  of  Major-General 
Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  until  the  evening  of  the 
10th. 


c'aiP.Lvm.]  THE  Richmond  campaign.  Ill 

February  10. — It  was  relieved  and  returned  to  camp,  where  it  still 
remains. 

During  the  month  large  fatigue  details  have  been  kept  at  work 
repairing  the  works  and  defenses  on  rear  line,  and  much  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  drill  and  discipline  of  the  command. 

[March.] — During  the  month  this  division  remained  in  its  old  position 
in  8upiK>rt  of  the  line  held  by  the  troops  of  the  First  and  Second  Divis- 
ions ot  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

March  14  to  20. — The  whole  command  was  engaged  in  constructing  a 
new  rear  line  of  works,  cutting  and  putting  uiJ  abatis,  &c.,  from  Fort 
Prescott  to  Fort  Bross.  Large  fatigue  details  were  also  kept  at  work 
during  the  month  repairing  the  inclosed  Avorks  on  the  rear  line  of 
defense. 

March  25. — Every  tegiment  in  this  division  took  part  in  the  success- 
ful repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Fort  Stedman  and  Batteries  11  and  12. 
The  loss  in  the  command  in  killed  and  wounded  vras  259. 

April  1. — At  night  this  division  was  under  arms  preparing  for  the 
grand  attack,  which  was  made  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  on  Fort  Mahone,  one  of  the  strongest  works  of  the  defenses  of 
Petersburg. 

April  3. — The  division  marched  through  the  city  of  Petersburg  and 
encamped  about  five  miles  from  the  to^vu. 

April  4  to  8. — The  pursuit  of  Lee  was  prosecuted,  and  this  division 
performed  rear-guard  duty,  marching  toward  Burkeville  by  the  South 
Side  Bailroad. 

April  8. — ^Encamped  at  Nottoway  Court- House,  and  remained  until 
the  20th. 

April  20. — We  were  ordered  to  City  Point.  We  marched  in  the 
morning  and  encamped  at  Wellville. 

April  21. — ^At  night  headquarters  were  established  at  Five  Porks. 

April  22. — Arrived  at  Petersburg. 

April  23. — Beached  City  Point  and  immediately  embarked  in  trans- 
IKirts  for  Alexandria. 

April  25. — ^Arrived  there  and  encamped  about  two  miles  from  the  city. 

May  1. — In  camp  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  remained  during  the 
month. 

May  30  and  31. — The  Two  hundredth.  Two  hundred  and  fifth.  Two 
hundred  and  seventh,  Two  hundred  and  eighth.  Two  hundred  and 
ninth,  and  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were 
mustered  out  of  service  under  the  provisions  of  Special  Orders,  No.  22, 
headquarters  District  of  Alexandria  and  Ninth  Army  Corps,  based  on 
War  Department  telegrams  of  May  17  aiid  18, 1865. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

March  1  to  25. — Remained  in  camp  as  reserves  to  the  First  and 
Second  Divisions,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  from  the  Appomattox  to  Fort 
Howard.  During  this  time  large  fatigue  details  have  been  kept  at 
work  repairing  Fort  Bross  and  the  defenses  on  the  rear  line. 

March  25. — At  4.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  and  captured  Fort 
Stedman  and  the  adjacent  batteries.  The  brigade  was  marched  for- 
ward to  support  the  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps.  The  move- 
ments of  the  Two  hundredth  and  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  were  personally  directed  by  General  Hartranft.    These 
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regiments  were  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  line,  in  front  of  the  camp 
of  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  Two  hundredth 
and  eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  went  into  position  near  Fort  Has- 
kell. The  regiments  charged  on  Fort  Stedman  and  the  batteries  (now 
in  i>ossession  of  the  enemy),  in  connection  with  the  Second  Brigade, 
assisting  to  recapture  Fort  Stedman  and  batteries,  with  a  loss  of  2 
oflBcers  and  16  men  killed,  14  of&cers  and  190  men  wounded.  The  bri- 
gade returned  to  camp,  where  it  still  remains. 

f-4|>ni.] — Detailed  reports  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
capture  of  parts  of  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  April 
1  and  2,  with  lists  of  casualties,  have  already  been  forwarded. 

April  3. — Before  daylight  the  brigade  passed  over  the  fortifications  in 
columns  of  regiments  and  entered  the  city.  On  the  same  day,  after 
returning  to  camp,  the  troops  took  up  the  line  of  march  along  the  Burke 
ville  road  and  acted  as  a  guard  for  the  South  Side  Railroad  and  wagor , 
trains,  making  short  marches  and  placing  pickets  successively  ou  the| 
different  parts  of  the  road  as  the  column  advanced. 

April  9. — Eeached  Nottoway  Court-House,  where  we  remained  until 
the  20th. 

April  20. — Orders  were  received  for  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  to  go  to 
City  Point. 

April  24  and  25. — The  brigade  embarked  on  transports  for  Washing- 
ton, but  was  landed  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  has  remained  near  the  city 
last  named  until  the  present  time. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

February  5. — The  brigade  moved  to  the  left  of  the  line  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  the  endeavor  to  extend  the  line.  Eeached  its  destina- 
tion at  10  p.  m.  of  the  5th,  and  at  once  threw  up  a  strong  breast- work 
in  its  front. 

February  6,  7,  S,  and  9. — The  troops  of  the  brigade  were  engaged  in 
felling  timber,  constructing  corduroy  roads,  bridges,  &c. 

February  10. — Returned  to  camp  during  the  night.  Since  that  time 
no  movement  of  any  importance  has  occurred. 

[March.] — Nothing  worthy  of  mention  occurred  until  the  14th. 

March  14. — The  brigade  was  ordered  to  throw  up  a  rear  line  of  works, 
extending  from  Fort  Prescott  to  a  point  about  one  nule  in  rear  of  the 
fort;  this  occupied  three  days. 

March  55.— The  brigade  was  engaged  in  the  battle  at  Fort  Stedman 
and  in  a  charge  on  that  work,  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy ;  retook 
it,  capturing  about  850  prisoners,  3  battle-flags,  and  between  200  and  300 
stand  of  small-arms.  The  entire  loss  in  the  brigade  was  2  enlisted  men 
killed,  2  commissioned  officers,  and  34  enlisted  men  wounded. 

April  2. — In  the  morning  the  brigade  charged  the  enemy's  works  in 
front  of  Fort  Stedman;  captured  them  and  held  themuntirthe  morninir 
of  the  3d.  *' 

April  ■?.— The  enemy  having  retreated,  the  brigade  went  into  Peters- 
burg. Making  short  marches  each  day,  the  brigade  reached  Burkeville 
Station  about  the  16th.  After  doing  all  kinds  of  duty  there  for  six 
days  it  was  ordered  to  Nottoway  Court-House,  and  from  there  to  City 
Point.  From  the  latter  place  the  brigade  came  by  water  to  Alexandria, 
Va.,  its  present  camp,  arriving  here  about  the  26th. 
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CAVALKY  C0KP8. 
Second  Division. 

January  J.— Thirteenth  Ohio  Cavalry  assigned  to  Third  Brigade. 
Nothing  nnusual  occurred  during  the  month.  Drill  daily,  and  scout- 
ing parties  sent  out  every  day.  The  command  pickets  from  Jerusalem 
plank  road  to  James  Eiver  on  left  and  rear  of  the  army. 

February  1,  2,  5,  and  4. — Quiet. 

February  5. — The  division  moved  out  at  3  a.  m.  to  Dinwiddle  Court- 
House  without  finding  the  enemy  in  any  considerable  force. 

February  6. — Formed  junction  with  infantry  on  right  at  Gravelly 
Eun.  Engaged  the  enemy  and  drove  them  across  the  run  and  held  the 
position. 

February  7. — Engaged  in  skirmishing  all  day  successfully. 

February  8. — lieturned  to  camp.  Keceived  Order  No.  57,  War  De- 
partment, accepting  resignation  of  Brevet  Major-General  Gregg. 

February  9. — General  Gregg  relieved  of  command. 

February  10. — General  Gregg  left  the  command,  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  I.  Gregg  assumed  command. 

February  11  to  20. — Quiet. 

February  21. — Division  received  orders  to  move  out  at  3  p.  ni. ;  C  p. 
m.,  reported  at  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac;  8  p.  m.,  returned 
to  camp. 

February  22. — Quiet. 

February  23. — Thu-teenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  relieved  from  duty 
with  this  division,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  51,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

February  24. — Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  transferred  from 
Third  to  Second  Brigade  of  this  division.  Brigadier-General  Davies 
returned  from  leave  and  assumed  command  of  division. 

February  25  to  28. — Quiet,  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurring. 

March  1. — Division  encamped  near  Petersburg,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  B. 
Davies  commanding;  Col.  H.  H.  Janeway  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  I.  Gregg  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  H.  Smith  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

March  2  to  26. — Quiet,  nothing  unusual  occurring. 

March  27. — General  Crook  assumed  command  of  the  division ;  as- 
signed by  Special  Orders  No.  78,  March  27,  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

March  28. — Quiet. 

March  29. — At  6  a.  m.  the  division  moved  out  with  First  and  Third 
Divisions,  under  Major-General  Sheridan,  to  Dinwiddle  Oourt-House. 

March  30. — In  camp  at  Dinwiddle  Court-House. 

March  31. — The  division  moved  out  at  an  early  hour  and  engaged  the 
enemy,  driving  him  back.  The  engagement  continued  until  about  (» 
p.  m.,  when  we  fell  back  to  the  Court-House,  having  been  without 
ammunition  for  some  time. 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

[January.] — During  the  month  the  brigade  has  been  in  camp  at 
Westbrook's  house,  Va.,  one  mile  west  of  McCann's  Station,  on  the 
Petersburg  and  Norfolk  Bailroad,  and  engaged  in  jucket  and  scouting 
duty. , 

[March.] — Nothing  of  interest  occurred  worthy  of  notice  during  the 
month,  the  brigade  being  engaged  in  its  usual  picket  and  scouting  duty 
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until  the  29tli  a.  m.,  Trhen  the  brigade  broke  camp,  taking  up  its  line 
of  march,  in  the  center  of  the  division,  en  route  for  Dinwiddie  Oourt- 
House,  Ya.,  via  Beams'  Station,  Weldon  railroad,  arriving  at  that 
point  early  in  the  p.  m.,  encamping  for  the  night  near  this  point. 

March  30. — P.  m,  moved  to  the  left,  encamping  in  a  field  near  Cham- 
berlain's Creek,  standing  ready  for  action,  though  not  called  on. 

March  31. — P.  m.  were  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  near  Cham- 
berlain's Creek,  and  after  a  severely  contested  struggle  the  command 
was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the  grounds  near  the  point  occupied  on 
the  night  of  the  29tli,  where  the  command  was  reformed  and  encamped 
near  this  point  for  the  night. 

[April.] — The  brigade  has  been  in  active  duty  all  the  month  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond,  Va.,  and 
the  surrender  of  General  Eobert  E.  Lee  to  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

April  5. — The  brigade  made  a  reconnaissance  in  the  enemy's  rear, 
striking  their  wagon  train  near  Paineville  Cross-Koads,  capturing  320 
white  prisoners,  310  colored  teamsters,  11  battle-flags,  5  pieces  of 
artillery  and  teams,  and  1  caisson,  310  mules;  also  burning  over  200 
headquarters  ammunition  and  ambulance  wagons  and  caissons. 

April  6. — In  the  engagement  of  that  day  the  command  captured  750 
prisoners  of  war,  2  battle-flags,  and  2  guns. 

Was  present  Avith  the  corps  in  the  march  to  South  Boston,  Va.,  and 
return  to  Petersburg,  Va. 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

May  1. — The  command  moved  from  Moseley's  Ferry  on  the  Staunton 
Eiver,  and  returned  to  Petersburg  and  went  into  camp,  where  it 
lemained  until  the  9tli  instant,  when  it  marched  to  Lynchburg,  via 
Burkeville,  &c. 

May  15. — Eeached  Lynchburg. 

The  command  has  since  been  on  duty  in  Lynchburg  and  the  counties 
of  Nelson,  Amherst,  Appomattox,  Campbell,  Bedford,  comprising  the 
military  Sub-District  of  Lynchburg,  Va. 

SECOND   PENNSYLVANIA   CAVALKY. 

January  1. — One  battalion,  whicli  was  on  picket  on  Quaker  road, 
returned  to  camp. 

January  2,  3,  4,  and  5. — In  camp.    Forage  scarce. 

January  6. — One  battalion  of  regiment  went  on  scout  on  Quaker  and 
Norfolk  roads ;  returned  in  evening  of  same  day. 

January  7,  8,  and  9. — In  camp. 

January  10. — Went  on  picket  on  Quaker  road. 

January  11  and  12. — On  picket. 

Jamiary  13. — Eeturned  from  picket. 

January  14. — In  camp.    Forage  still  scarce. 

January  io.— Inspected  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gregg,  at  11.30 
a.  m. 

January  10. — Detachment  of  two  officers  and  seventy-six  men  went 
on  picket. 

January  17  and  18. — Eemainder  of  regiment  in  camp.  Camp  guard 
doubled,  with  a  view  to  prevent  stealing  and  other  depredations. 

January  19. — Detachment  of  two  officers  and  seventy-six  men  returned 
from  picket. 

January  20,  21,  and  22, — In  camp,  engaged  in  building  troughs  for 
borses. 
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January  23  and  24. — Engaged  in  fencing  camp. 

January  25. — One  commissioned  oflBcer  and  six  enlisted  men  went  on 
recruiting  service. 

January  26  and  27. — In  camp. 

January  28. — Regiment  went  on  picket,  with  exception  of  one  com- 
pany and  pioneers. 

January  29  and  30. — On  picket. 

January  31. — Return  to  camp.    Receive  a  larger  supply  of  forage. 

February  1  and  2. — Regiment  in  camp. 

February  3. — A  detail  of  two  commissioned  [officers]  and  sixty-seven 
men  went  on  picket;  remainder  of  regiment  in  camp,  i)ieparing  for 
inspection. 

February  4. — Regiment  inspected  by  brigade  commander,  1.30  p.  m., 
mounted;  regiment  received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  march. 

February  5. — Regiment  marched  at  1.30a.  m. ;  dismounted  men  remain- 
ing in  camp.  Moved  toward  left,  passing  by  Reams'  Station  at  day- 
break. En(;ountered  the  enemy  at  10  a.  m.  at  Rowanty  Creek.  Charged 
them  mounted,  and,  in  company  with  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
drove  them  from  their  works.  Lost  in  the  skirmish  as  follows :  1  killed, 
2  wounded,  1  missing.  Regiment  was  out  beyond  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House. 

February  6. — Regiment  detailed  a  guard  for  wagon  train. 

February  7  and  8. — Still  at  the  front. 

February  9. — Regiment  returned  to  camp. 

February  10  to  15. — In  camp. 

February  16, 17,  and  18. — Regiment  on  picket. 

February  19. — Returned  to  camp. 

February  20. — Inspected  by  Captain  Heslop,  acting  brigade  inspector. 

February  21. — In  camp. 

February  22. — Started  from  camp  late  in  the  evening;  supposed  to 
be  going  on  raid.    Returned  to  await  further  orders. 

February  23, 24,  and  25. — Regiment  in  camp.  Received  forty  recruits 
from  depot. 

February  26. — Received  ninety  recruits  from  depot. 

February  27. — Went  on  picket. 

FOURTH  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY. 

January. — During  the  month  the  regiment  was  on  picket  twice,  and 
during  the  month  did  nothing  but  picket  duty. 

February  5,  6,  and  7. — Regiment  took  part  in  the  engagement  at 
Hatcher's  Run.  Loss,  1  officer  [andj  28  men  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing. 

March. — During  the  month  the  regiment  was  on  picket  twice  and 
made  two  scouts. 

March  29. — Broke  camp  on  Jerusalem  plank  road. 

March  31. — Participated  in  the  engagement  at  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House. 

[April.] — Engaged  in  battles  of  Paine's  Cross- Roads,  Amelia  Springs, 
Sailor's  Creek,  Farmville,  and  Appomattox  Court-House. 

EIGHTH   PENNSYLVANIA   CAVALRY. 

January  1  to  6. — In  camp. 

January  7.— Went  on  picket  on  Lee's  Mill  road. 

January  8  and  9, — On  picket. 
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January  10. — Itelieved  ftoiii  picket.  Oomiucuced  cliauging  cami)  to 
a  better  locality. 

January  10  to  21. — Preparing  new  camp  for  the  reception  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

January  22. — Regiment  inspected  by  brigade  inspector  and  Major 
Starr,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

January  25. — One  commissioned  officer  and  six  enlisted  men  left  for 
Harrisburg  on  recruiting  service.    Regiment  went  on  picket. 

January  26  and  27. — On  x'Jcket. 

January  28. — Relieved,  and  returned  to  camp. 

January  27  to  29. — In  camp. 

January  29. — Brigade  reviewed  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gregg, 
commanding. 

January  30  and  31. — In  camp. 

February  4. — Command  received  orders  to  move  at  3  a.  m. 

February  5. — Regiment  moved  from  camp,  taking  tbe  plank  road  to 
Gary's  Church ;  thence,  via  Wood's  Shops,  to  Reams'  Station.  Crossed 
Rowanty  Creek.  The  regiment  then  took  tlie  advance  and  charged 
into  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  capturing  0  wagons  and  50  team  mules 
with  10  prisoners.    Moved  back  to  Rowanty  Creek  and  camped. 

February  6. — At  1  a.  m.  regiment  moved  out  on  the  advance,  march- 
ing on  the  old  stage  road  to  the  Quaker  road;  thence  back  toward 
Hatcher's  Run.  Thie  regiment  was  engaged  dismounted,  and  in  to  the 
left,  charging  the  enemy,  driving  him  toward  Gravelly  Run. 

February  7. — Command  remained  standing  to  horse  all  day. 

February  8. — Moved  to  Yellow  House,  then  Avent  on  jiicket;  was 
relieved  9  p.  m. 

February  9. — Command  moved  back  to  camp. 

Remainder  of  month  the  regiment  has  been  in  camp  performing  picket 
duty,  &c. 

March  1  to  5. — In  camp. 

March  6. — Went  on  picket. 

March  9. — Relieved  from  picket  and  returned  to  camp. 

March  10, 11,  12, 13,  and  14. — In  camp.    Drill  morning  and  evening. 

March  15,  16, 17, 18,  19,  and  20.— hi  camp. 

March  21. — Went  on  picket. 

March  23. — Relieved  and  returned  to  camp. 

March  24  [25]. — Enemy  made  heavy  attack  in  front  of  Petersburg; 
were  repulsed. 

March  25,  26,  27,  and  28. — In  camp,  preparing  to  move  under  march- 
ing orders. 

March  29. — Left  camp  5  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Rowanty  Creek. 
Built  bridge  and  crossed  over.  Advanced  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House 
and  camped. 

March  30. — Remained  in  camp. 

March  31. — Left  camp  and  advanced  to  support  of  Third  and  First 
Bri  gades.  Hard  iightin  g  all  day.  Retired  at  night  to  Dinwiddle  Court- 
House  and  camped  for  night.     Loss  heavy. 

April  i.— Command  moved  from  Dinwiddie  Court-House;  attacked 
and  drove  tbe  enemy. 

April  .2.— Command  moved  at  1  a.  ra.  to  South  Side  Railroad  and  went 
into  camp. 

April  3. — Marched  to  McKenzie's  Creek  and  bivouacked. 

April  4. — On  to  the  Danville  railroad  and  bivouacked  near  Jeters- 
ville. 

April  5. — ^Attacked  the  enemy,  but  was  repulsed. 
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April  6. — Moved  to  Sailor's  Creek ;  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy. 

April  7. — Moved  to  Farmville;  crossed  Appomattox  Eiver;  attacked 
the  enemy.    Eecrossed  and  moved  to  Prospect  Station  and  bivouacked. 

April  8. — Moved  toward  Lynchburg.  Eegimenton  picket ;  bivouacked 
near  Appomattox  Station. 

April  9. — Moved  toward  Lynchburg  and  attacked  the  enemy.  Lee 
surrendered  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  Command  bivouacked 
near  Appomattox  Court- House. 

April  10. — Command  moved  toward  Burkeville  and  bivouacked. 

April  11. — Command  moved  to  Burkeville;  camped. 

April  12. — In  camp. 

April  13. — Moved  to  Nottoway  Court- House;  camped. 

April  17. — Moved  toward  Petersburg;  camped  near  Wilson's  Station. 

April  18. — Moved  to  Petersburg  and  camped. 

April  19  to  34. — In  camp. 

April  24. — Moved  to  Nottoway  River  and  bivouacked. 

April  25. — Moved  to  Rohoick  Creek, 

April  26. — Moved  to  near  Boydton  and  camped. 

April  27. — Moved  through  Boydton;  crossed  Staunton  River  and 
bivouacked. 

April  28. — Moved  to  South  Boston;  crossed  Dan  River  and  biv- 
ouacked. 

April  29. — Moved  back  to  Staunton  River ;  crossed  at  Moseley's  Ferry 
and  bivouacked. 

April  30. — Moved  at  12  m. ;  crossed  branch  of  Meherrin  Riv3r  and 
bivouacked. 

THIRTEENTH   PENNSYLVANIA   CAVALRY. 

January  1. — Went  on  picket  east  of  Norfolk  railroad. 
January  4. — Relieved  and  return  d  to  camp. 
January  19. — Went  on  picket  east  of  Norfolk  railroad. 
January  22. — Relieved  and  returned  to  camp. 
January  31. — In  camp. 

SIXTEENTH  PENNSYLVANIA   CAVALRY. 

January  1  to  8. — In  camp,  performing  various  camp  duties.  Regular 
Sunday  inspection  on  1st  and  8th. 

January  9. — Regiment  went  foraging  about  half  a  mile  south  of  Dis- 
putanta  Station.  Va.,  in  compliance  with  circmlai'  order  from  headquar- 
ters Second  Cavalrv  Division,  dated  January  7, 18G5.  The  rear  guard 
Mas  fired  into  by  guerrillas,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  3.  Returned 
same  p.  ni. 

January  10, 11,  and  12.— In  camp.  . 

January  13.— Three  hundred  men  and  fifteen  officers  went  on  picket. 

January  14  and  lS.—0\i  picket.  . 

January  i5.— Three  officers  and  eighty-one  men  went  on  picket. 
Three  hundred  men  and  fifteen  officers  returned  from  picket. 

January  ir.— Monthly  inspection. 

January  18.— Three  officers  and  eighty-one  men  returned  from  picket. 

January  19  to  28.— In  camp,  performing  usnal  duties. 

January  ^9.— Brigade  reviewed  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gregg, 
commanding. 

January  30. — In  camp. 
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January  31. — Fifteen  officers  and  300  men  went  on  picket. 

Two  drills  a  day  have  been  had  whenever  the  weather  wonld  permit. 

February  1  and  2. — On  picket. 

February  3. — lielieved  from  picket. 

February  4. — Received  marching  orders. 

February  5. — Marched  with  division  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  via 
Reams'  Station.  Crossed  Hatcher's  Run  at  Malone's  Bridge.  Sur- 
prised and  captured  a  wagon  train  and  a  small  squad  of  prisoners  on 
Boydton  plank  road.  Countermarched  and  returned  to  near  Malone's 
Bridge;  camped  at  11  p.  m. 

February  6. — Took  up  line  of  march  2  a.  m. ;  marched  to  Gravelly  Run. 
Formed  line  of  battle.  Brisk  skirmish  commenced  10  a.  m.  Regi- 
ment not  engaged  till  2  p.  m.     Relieved  at  dark  and  camped. 

February  7. — In  line  of  battle  from  morning  till  night. 

February  8. — Moved  by  Avay  of  Yellow  Tavern  to  Reams'  Station. 
Picketed  the  Reams' Station  and  Dinwiddie  roads.  Relieved  9  p.  m.; 
camped  near  Yellow  Tavern. 

February  9. — Returned  to  camp. 

February  10  to  18. — In  camp. 

February  19,  20,  and  21. — On  picket. 

February  22. — Returned  to  camp. 

February  23  to  28. — In  camp. 

March. — In  winter  qnarters  during  the  month  up  to  28th.  Guard 
mounting,  dress  parade,  and  drill  kept  up  as  regular  as  practicable. 

March  29. — Broke  camp. 

March  31. — Participated  in  engagement  at  Dinwiddie  Court-House, 
Va. 

April  1. — In  action  near  Cat  Tail  Creek,  Va.,  and  marched  to  within 
two  miles  of  Boydton  plank  road. 

April  2. — Marched  to  near  Sutherland's  Station,  via  Ford's  Station. 

April  3. — ]Marched  to  Namozine  Creek. 

April  4. — Marched,  via  Amelia  Court-House,  to  Jetersville. 

April  5. — In  action  at  Amelia  Springs. 

April  C). — In  action  near  Sailor's  Creek. 

April  7. — In  action  near  Farmville;  p.  m.  marched  to  Prospect  Sta- 
tion. 

April  8. — Marched  to  near  Appomattox  Station. 

April  9. — In  action  near  Apijomattox  Court-IIousc. 

April  10. — Marched  to  Prospect  Station. 

April  iJ.— Marched  to  Sandy  River  via  Prince  Edward  Court-House. 

April  12. — Marched  to  Burkeville  Junction. 

April  13. — Marched  to  Nottoway  Court-House. 

April  14,  15,  and  10. — In  camp. 

April  17. — Marched  to  near  Ford's  Station. 

April  18. — Marched  to  Petersburg. 

April  19  to  23. — In  camp. 

April  24. — Marched  to  Dinwiddie  C(mrt-TTouse. 

A/)r(7  55.— Marched  to  within  twenty-eight  miles  of  Boydton,  on 
Boydton  plank  road. 

April  20. — Marched  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Boydton. 

April  27.— M.aTched  to  and  (jrossed  Staunton  River  at  Russell's 
Ferry. 

Ajyril  28. — Marched  to  South  Boston;  crossed  Dan  River. 

April  29. — Marched  to  and  crossed  Staunton  River  at  Moseley's 
Ferry. 

April  30. — Marched  to  and  crossed  tln^  Melierrin  River.  Camped  ou 
Lynchburg  Court-House  road. 
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TWENTT-FIEST  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY. 

February  5,  6,  and  7. — Eegiraent  participated  in  a  move  on  the  left  at 
HatcLer's  Enn. 

February  8. — Returned  to  camp;  casualties,  2  men  wounded. 

February  .§5.— Regiment  was  transferred  from  Third  Brigade  to  Sec- 
ond Brigade  per  Special  Orders,  No.  40,  paragraph  V,  dated  February 
25,  headquarters  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps. 

March  29. — Regiment  broke  camp  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va. ;  was 
engaged  in  skirmish  at  Dinwiddle  Court- House,  Va.;  tlieu  moved  to 
Malone's  Bridge,  Stony  Creek,  to  picket  till  April  1. 

April  1. — Regiment  crossed  Stony  Creek,  Va.,  near  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House. 

April  3. — ^Was  engaged  in  battle  at  Amelia  Springs,  Va. 

April  7. — Engaged  in  battle  at  Farmville. 

April !). — Engaged  iu  battle  at  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

[January.] — The  brigade  has  not  been  in  any  action  during  the  month ; 
has  been  doing  picket  duty  most  of  tlie  time. 

JanuMry  2. — The  Thirteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Cavalry  joined  tliis 
brigade. 

February  5,  6,  and  7. — The  brigade  participated  in  the  engagement 
at  Hatcher's  Run. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  was  spent  iu  the  usual  picket  duty.  The 
Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  transferred  to  Second  Brigade 
per  Special  Orders,  No.  40,  extract  5,  headquarters  Second  Cavalry 
Division. 

March  1. — Lying  in  camp  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  until  the  21st. 

March  21. — Reported  to  General  Parke;  was  relieved,  and  went  into 
camp  again  the  27th. 

March  29. — Broke  camp  and  marched  to  Dinwiddie  Court- House. 

March  30. — Rained  hard  all  day;  lay  in  camp. 

March  31. — Pickets  driven  in;  brigade  moved  out  and  drove  the 
enemy  back  and  held  the  ground  until  toward  night,  wlien  the  enemy 
charged  in  force  and  drove  the  brigade  back  from  its  position.  Casual- 
ties, 230. 

April  1  and  2. — Brigade  'on  picket  near  Dinwiddie  Court- House. 
Afternoon  of  2d  instant  moved  near  Sutherland's  Station. 

April  3  and  4. — Brigade  marched  toward  theRiclimond  and  Danville 
Eailroad,viaDenuisville,the  Old  Court-n(mse,and  Jennings'  Oidinary, 
where  we  halted  for  two  hours;  thence  to  Jctersville,  where  we  found 
traces  of  the  enemy.  Dismounted  a  part  of  the  brigade  and  remained 
in  position  until  dark. 

April  5. — Supported  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  and  part  of  tlie 
command  being  engaged,  dismounted,  with  the  enemy  at  Amelia 
Springs. 

April  G. — Marched  parallel  to  and  in  sight  of  Lee's  train  until  about 
11  a.  m.  A  part  of  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  the  train.  The 
charge  was  pressed  vigorously  forward  through  almost  ini])C'notrable 
woods  and  thickets.  Found  the  enemy  so  strong  at  that  point  that  it 
was  impossible  to  reach  the  train.  Later  in  the  day  secured  another 
position  on  Lee's  flank  and  charged  him,  mounted  and  dismounted. 
Succeeded  in  breaking  liis  lines,  capturing  general  officers,  many  pris- 
oners, wagons,  &c. 
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April  7. — On  the  road  at  6.30  a.  m.  Marched  rapidly,  overtook  the 
rear  of  the  enemy's  retreating  column  at  Briery  Creek.  Dismounted  a 
portion  of  the  brigade  and  drove  them  from  the  creek,  making  a  cross- 
ing for  the  rest  of  the  command,  skirmishing  during  the  day  and  press- 
ing the  enemy  back  rapidly  to  Farmville,  where  they  were  charged 
and  driven  in  confusion  back  from  the  city,  capturing  a  large  number 
of  i)risoners.  In  the  afternoon  crossed  the  Appomattox.  Remained  in 
position  supporting  battery.  At  night  recrossed  the  river;  marched 
rapidly  to  Prospect  Station,  reaching  it  at  2  o'clock  next  morning. 

April  8. — Marched  to  Appomattox  Station ;  bivouacked  at  8  p.  m. 
At  9  p.  m.  ordered  to  advance  to  Appomattox  Court- Hoiise  and  hold 
the  road  leading  to  Lynchburg.  Succeeded  in  gaining  the  road,  and 
remained  in  position  during  the  night. 

April  9. — Was  attacked  at  daylight  by  the  enemy  in  force,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  delaying  tliem  until  the  infantry  got  into  position,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  surrender. 

April  10. — Marched  to  Prospect  Station. 

April  11. — Escorted  Lieutenant-General  Grant  to  Burkeville  Station. 

April  13  — Marched  to  Nottoway  Court-House. 

April  17. — Marched  to  Ford's  Station. 

April  18. — Marched  to  Petersburg. 

April  24. — Marched  by  way  of  Boydton  plank  road  through  Dinwid- 
dle Court-House  across  Nottoway  River. 

April  25. — Marched  to  Meherrin  River. 

April  26. — Marched  all  day;  bivouacked  near  Boydton. 

April  27. — Marched  to  Staunton  River;  crossed  on  ferry-boats,  biv- 
ouacking about  dark. 

April  28. — Marched  to  and  crossed  the  Dan  Eiver  at  South  Boston. 
News  of  Johnstou's  surrender  received. 

April  29. — Started  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  back  track ;  crossed  the  Staunton 
River  just  after  dark. 

April  30. — Recrossed  the  Meherrin ;  bivouacked  after  dark. 

Distance  marched  during  the  month,  433  miles. 

AEMT  OF  THE  SHENAPTDOAB.* 
First  Cavalry  Division. 

[January.] — The  First  and  Reserve  Brigades  of  the  division  in  camp 
during  the  month  at  Camp  Russell,  picketing  the  line  of  the  Opequou. 
sending  frequent  reconnaissances  toward  Front  Royal  and  Strasburg. 

Janv^ry  ^8.— A. picked  detachment  of  300  men,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hastings,  marched,  via  Devil's  Hole,  to  Columbia  Furnace  and 
Edenburg;  surprised  enemy's  picket  and  captured  16  prisoners  and 
horses. 

During  the  month  the  Second  Brigade  was  stationed  at  Lovettsville, 
Loudoun  County,  Va.,  picketing  and  guarding  the  Potomac.  On  the 
night  of  the  17th  the  camp  of  one  regiment  (Sixth  New  York  Cavalry) 
was  attacked  and  Lieutenant  Carroll,  Sixth  New  York,  and  several 
men  wounded.    The  enemy  were  repulsed  with  severe  loss. 

February  1  to  ^ff.— The  First  and  Reserve  Brigades  in  camp  at  Camp 
Russell,  Va.,  picketing  tlie  line  of  the  Opequon,  sending  out  frequent 
reconnaissances  toward  Strasburg  and  Woodstock,  Va. 

February  1  to  55.— The  Second  Brigade  stationed  at  Lovettsville, 
picketing  and  guarding  the  Potomac. 
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February  24. — The  SecoticlBrigade  broke  up  camp  atLovettsviUeand 
inarched  to  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 

February  25. — Marched  to  Winchester,  Va.,  and  joined  the  division  at 
Camp  Kussell,  Va. 

February  27. — The  division  started  on  a  raid  up  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley in  the  direction  of  Lynchburg,  and  marclied  via  Strasburg  to  Wood- 
stock. 

February  28. — Marched  to  Lacey's  Spring,  near  New  Market,  and 
encamped. 

March  1. — ^The  division  marched  from  Lacey's  Spring  to  near  Staun- 
ton, and  encamped.  First  Brigade  marched  to  and  destroyed  railroad 
bridge  at  Christian's  Creek.  Twentieth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  marched 
to  Swoope's  Depot,  on  Virginia  Central  Kailroad,  and  destroyed  depot, 
stores,  &c. 

March  3. — Marched  to  Waynesborough  and  destroyed  iron  railroad 
bridge,  stores,  artillery  wagons,  &c. ;  crossed  Blue  Eidge,  and  encamped 
at  Ivy  Station,  on  Virginia  Central  fiailroad. 

March  4. — Marched  to  Charlottesville  and  encamped. 

March  6. — Marched  to  Scottsville  and  destroyed  mills,  aqueduct,  &c. 

March  6  to  12. — Operated  on  the  line  of  James  Eiver  and  Kanawha 
Canal,  destroying  the  canal  for  a  distance  of  100  miles  from  Duguids- 
ville  to  Goochland,  together  with  all  locks,  bridges,  mills,  factories,  and 
canal  boats  loaded  with  commissary,  quartermaster's,  ordnance,  meal, 
and  all  kinds  of  Governmeut-stores. 

March  13. — Marched  to  Tolersville  and  destroyed  railroad. 

March  14. — Marched  toTaylorsville  anddestroyed  five  railroad  bridges 
over  North  and  South  Anna  and  Little  Rivers,  engaging  the  enemy  and 
capturing  three  guns. 

March  15. — Moved  across  South  Anna  to  Hanover  Court-House,  and 
returned  at  night  across  North  Anna. 

March  16. — Marched  to  Mangohick  Church. 

March  17. — Marched  to  Pamunkey,  at  White  House. 

March  18. — Crossed  Pamunkey  and  encamped. 

March  25. — Marched  toward  James  River. 

March  26. — Crossed  James  Eiver  and  encamped. 

March  27. — Crossed  Appomattox  and  en  camped  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

March  29. — ^IVIarched  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House. 

March  30. — Marched  to  and  engaged  the  enemy  near  Five  Forks. 

March  5i.— Engaged  the  enemy  near  Five  Forks. 

April  1. — The  division  engaged  the  enemy  at  Five  Forks  and  carried 
the  position,  capturing  1,000  prisoners  and  2  guns. 

April  5.— Marched  to  and  cut  South  Side  Railroad  and  attacked  and 
drove  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry  division  to  Scott's  Cross-Eoads,  engaging  at 
that  place  the  enemy's  infantry. 

April  3. — Marched  to  Deep  Creek  and  encamped. 

April  4.— Marched  to  Drummond's  Mills  aj)d  engaged  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  cavalry.  At  10  p.  m.  marched  toward  Jetersville,  arriving 
at  10  a.  m.  of  the  5th;  division  placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  town. 

April  6.— Marched  to  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  Sailor's  Creek,  cap- 
turing iyOO  prisoners. 

April  7. — Marched  by  Prince  Edward  Court-House  to  near  Prospect 
Station  and  encamped. 

April  §.— Marched  to  Appomattox  Station  and  engaged  the  enemy. 

April  9. — Engaged  the  enemy  in  front  of  Appomattox  Court-House; 
at  11  a.  m.  a  flag  of  truce  resulting  in  the  surrender  of  General  Lee's 
army. 
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April  10. — Marched  to  Prospect  Station. 

April  11. — ^Movcd  by  easy  marclies  to  Petersburg,  encamping  four 
days  at  Nottoway  Court- House. 

April  18. — Arrived  and  encampetl  near  the  town  until  the  24th,  when 
the  division  moved  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  North  darolina. 

April  29. — Arrived  at  the  line,  when  the  news  of  Johnston's  surrender 
was  re<!eived,  and  the  division  countermarched  toward  Petersburg. 

Fimt  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 

[January.] — Brigade  in  winter  quarters  on  Ilomney  pike,  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  Winchester,  and  picketing  the  right  of  the  line  held  by 
the  army. 

Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 

January  1. — The  brigade  marched  from  Halltown  to  Lovettsville,  and 
commenced  building  winter  quarters. 

January  17. — The  camp  of  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry  was  attacked 
by  White's  cavalry,  who  were  repulsed  with  severe  loss.  The  country 
was  scoured  to  and  beyoud  Purcellville  by  scouting  parties. 

February  1  to  24. — ^The  brigade  was  quartered  at  Lovettsville,  Lou- 
doun County,  Va.,  picketing  and  scouting  in  the  vicinity. 

February  24. — Marched  to  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 

February  25. — Marched  to  Winchester,  Va. 

February  27. — Marched  to  Woodstock,  Va. 

February  28. — Marched  to  New  Market,  Va. 

March  1. — Marched  from  Lacey's  Spring,  and  arrived  at  Staunton  at 
midnight. 

March  2. — Marched  through  Fishersville  and  Waynesborough. 

March  3. — Marched  through  Hillstowu  and  Brownsville,  destroying 
a  large  amount  of  rebel  quartermaster's  stores  at  Swoope's  Station. 

March  4. — Marched  to  Charlottesville. 

March  5. — Destroyed  the  Lynchburg  railroad. 

March  6. — Marched  to  Scottsville,  destroying  the  canal,  aqueduct, 
factories,  &c.,  returning  to  Howardsville. 

March  7. — Marched  to  Warminster,  destroying  the  canal,  &c. 

March  8. — Marched  to  Hardwickville,  destroying  several  canal  locks 
and  warehouses.  At  12  m.  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Columbia,  via 
Howardsville  and  Scottsville. 

March  !). — Arrived  there  at  5  a.  m.,  marching  fifty  miles,  destroying 
the  canal  and  several  boats  loaded  with  stores  for  the  rebel  army. 

March  11. — Marched  to  Goochland  Court-House ;  engaged  the  enemy, 
capturing  several  prisoners  and  burning  the  jail  and  several  canal 
locks.    Keturned  to  Columbia. 

March  12. — Marched  to  Tolersville. 

March  13. — Marched  to  Frederick's  Hall,  and  destroyed  the  Virginia 
Central  Railroad. 

March  15. — Passed  through  Taylorsville  and  crossed  the  South  Anna 
River. 

March  16. — Marched  to  Maugohick. 

March  17, — Marched  to  King  William  Court-House. 

March  18. — Arrived  near  White  House  Landing. 

March  19. — Crossed  Pamunkey  River.    *     »     * 

March  26  \25\. — Marched  to  near  Harrison's  Landing. 


G\.- 


March  27  [26]. — Crossed  James  River  at  Deep  Bottom. 
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March  ^8  [27]. — Joined  Army  of  the  Potomac  near  Petersburg. 

March  29. — Marched  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House. 

March  30. — Engaged  the  enemy  near  Five  Forks. 

March  31. — Fought  the  enemy  (Pickett's  division)  all  day  at  Five 
Forks. 

April  1. — Engaged  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  a  division  (Pickett's)  of 
infantry  at  Five  Forks,  and  after  seven  hours'  hard  fighting,  captured 
their  works,  with  2  pieces  of  artillery,  —  battle-flags,  and  over  1,000 
prisoners. 

April  2. — Gained  the  South  Side  Railroad ;  engaged  the  enemy  at 
Scott's  farm. 

April  3. — Marched  to  near  Dennisville. 

April  4. — Attacked  the  enemy  near  Finney's  Mills;  fought  until  late, 
and  inarched  all  night. 

April  5. — Marched  to  near  Burkeville. 

April  6. — Attacked  the  enemy's  wagon  train  and  fought  all  day,  cap- 
turing a  number  of  prisoners,  and  encamped  near  Sailor's  Creek. 

April  7. — Marched  through  Prince  Edward  Court-House  andencamped 
near  Prospect  Station. 

Aprils. — Engaged  the  enemy  near  Appomattox  Court-House;  skir- 
mishing all  night. 

April  <J. — Engaged  the  enemy  at  daybreak  and  fought  until  10  a.  m., 
when  General  Lee  sui-rendered  his  army. 

April  10. — Keturned  to  Prospect  Station. 

April  11. — Returned  to  near  Prince  Edward  Court-House. 

April  12. — Returned  to  near  Burkeville  Station. 

April  13. — Keturned  to  Nottoway  Court-House. 

April  14, 13,  and  16. — Remained  in  camp. 

April  17. — Marched  to  near  Ford's  Station,  on  South  Side  Railroad. 

April  18. — Marched  to  near  Petersburg  and  encamped. 

April  19  and  20. — Remained  in  camx). 

April  21. — Moved  in  camp. 

April  22  and  23. — Remained  in  camp. 

April  24. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  Boydton  road. 

April  25. — Marched  to  Meherrin  River. 

April  20. — Marched  to  near  Boydton. 

April  27. — Marched  to  Abbyville. 

April  28. — Crossed  the  Staunton  River. 

April  29. — Recrossed  the  river  and  encamped. 

April  30. — Marched  to  near  Keys'  Station,  on  Danville  railroad. 

Reserve  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 

January  4. — Received  orders  from  division  headquarters  to  go  into 
winter  quarters. 

January  6. — Colonel  Crowninshield  returned  from  leave  and  assumed 
command  of  brigade. 

January  12. — Major  McKendry,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  four 
officers  and  200  men,  went  on  reconnaissance  to  Strasburg,  returning 
same  day;  reported  no  indications  of  enemy. 

January  i5.— Brigadier-General  Gibbs  relieved  from  command  of 
division  (by  return  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt)  and  assumed  com- 
mand of  brigade. 

January  17. — Brigade  reviewed  and  inspected  by  Brevet  Major- 
General  Merritt  (present,  Major-General  Emory,  Brevet  Major-General 
Torbert,  and  Brigadier-General  Fcssenden). 
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January  18. — Brigadier-General  Gibbs  on  fifteen  days'  leave  of 
absence;  Colonel  Crowuiusliield,  Second  Massachnsetts  Cavalry,  tem- 
porarily commanding  brigade. 

January  20. — One  hundred  and  seventy-six  recruits  and  remounted 
men  joined  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  from  Pleasant  Valley,  Md. 

January  21. — The  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  started  for  Ilagerstown,  Md., 
pursuant  to  orders,  to  relieve  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

January  22. — Ninety-three  recruits  joined  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

January  26. — Colonel  Crowninshield,  Second  Massachusetts  Cav- 
alry, commanding  division;  Captain  Rumery,  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

January  .S9.-.-The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  reported  from  Hagers- 
town,  Md.  Major  Leiper,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  assumed  com- 
mand of  brigade. 

January  31. — Colonel  Crowninshield  relieved  from  command  of  divis- 
ion by  Colonel  Stagg,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  assumed  command 
of  brigade. 

February  1. — The  brigade  formed  with  corps  and  was  reviewed  by 
Major-General  Sheridan;  Colonel  Crowninshield,  Second  Massachu- 
setts Cavalry,  in  command  of  brigade.  Furnished  the  usual  number  of 
ofBcers  and  men  for  picket  duty  during  the  month. 

February  27. — Started  with  fifteen  days'  rations,  under  command  of 
Brigadier-General  (jibbs,  at  7  a.  m.,  up  the  Shenandoali  Valley,  moving 
with  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  and  First  Brigade  of  the  Second 
Division;  traveled  thirty  miles  and  encamped  at  Woodstock. 

February  28. — Marched  to  Laurel  [Lacey's]  Spring,  and  encamped  at 
3.30  a.  m.  on  March  1. 

March  1. — Moved  from  camp  at  Laurel  [Lacey's]  Spi'ing  with  corps 
and  continued  with  it,  passing  through  Staunton,  Wayiiesborough,  and 
Rockfish  Gap,  in  Blue  liidge,  Brooksville,  to  Cliarlottesvillc. 

Macrh  3. — The  First  liliode  Island  Cavalry  was  sent  to  Winchester, 
Va.,  as  a  part  guard  of  prisoners  and  guns  captured  by  Third  Division 
at  Waynesborough. 

March  6. — The  brigade,  as  a  part  of  First  Division,  was  sent  to 
Scottsville,  New  Market,  and  Bent  Creek  bridge,  returning,  via  How- 
ardsville,  to  Scottsville.  The  brigade  participated  largely  in  the 
destruction  of  pro])erty,  while  the  division  was  burning  mills,  ware- 
houses, factories,  forges,  and  Confederate  stores  and  subsistence  of  all 
kinds,  as  well  as  working  vigorously  in  destroying  the  James  River 
Canal,  locks,  boats,  &c.  Again  moved  with  corps  and  passing  through 
Columbia,  Tolersville,  Frederick's  Hall  Junction,  Taylorsville,  to  South 
Anna  River.  Bridges  on  Richmond  and  I'etersburg  [Fredericksburg] 
and  Virginia  Central  Railroad  were  destroyed. 

March  14.— The  Fifth  United  States  and  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry  captured  three  pieces  of  artillery,  turning  them  on  the  enemy. 

March  13.— Moved  across  the  river  and  remained  in  position,  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy.  Squadron  of  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry 
sent  to  Hanover  Court-House. 

March  iC— Marcbed  through  Chesterfield  Station,  Mangohick 
Church,  Aylett's,  King  William  Court-House,  to  White  House,  arriviu"- 
at  2  p.  m.  March  IS. 

The  trip  from  Winchester  to  White  House  was  fatiguing  to  both 
horses  and  men  in  the  utmost  degree,  the  command  marching  over 
the  very  worst  of  roads,  without  transportation  and  scantily  supplied 
with  subsistence.  Its  results,  however,  are  apparent  to  all,  and  fully 
compensate  the  suffering  experie!;c((!. 
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March  19. — Crossed  the  river  and  remained  in  camp  until  March  25, 
when  the  command  marched  to  near  Petersburg,  arriving  March  27. 

March  29. — Left  camp  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

March  30. — The  [brigade],  being  in  advance,  fought  the  enemy  near 
Five  Forks  all  day. 

March  31. — The  enemy's  infantry,  in  large  numbers,  attacked  the  bri- 
gade about  1  p.  m.,  breaking  connection  between  it  and  the  First  and 
Second  Brigades,  First  Division.  The  brigade  fought  dismounted  until 
night-fall,  falling  back,  with  the  corps,  to  near  Dinwiddie  Court-House, 
opposed  to  Pickett's  division  of  infantry.  The  brigade  lost  heavily  iu 
oflBcers  and  men  this  day.    Bivouacked  near  the  Court-House. 

April  1. — Moved  through  Dinwiddie  Court-House  and  participated 
in  attack  on  enemy's  works  at  Five  Forks,  the  whole  line  advancing  at 
2  p.  m.  The  brigade  fought  dismounted,  and  did  its  full  share  in  the 
good  work  of  that  day.  The  Five  Forks  were  carried  by  Devin's  (First) 
division  of  cavalry. 

April  2. — Moved  to  South  Side  Railroad ;  destroyed  track,  and,  with 
corps,  moved  west,  skirmishing  with  enemy  at  Exeter  Mill  again  on  the 
4th. 

April  6. — Fought  enemy  at  Sailor's  Creek. 

April  8. — Overtook  enemy;  skirmishing,  when  the  whole  brigade 
went  on  jiicket. 

April  9. — Attacked  enemy  (dismounted)  early  and  vigorously,  but  as 
vigorously  repulsed  by  a  division  of  infantry.  Tlie  line  being  relieved 
by  the  Fifth  Corps,  brigade  was  mounted  and  charged  with  on  right 
of  Third  Division,  until  near  the  enemy's  wagon  train,  when  a  flag  of 
truce  was  received.    From  that  hour  the  brigade  has  done  no  fighting. 

During  the  twelve  days'  campaign,  which  terminated  so  gloriously  in 
Lee's  surrender,  the  brigade  fought  and  marched  by  day  and  night, 
fully  appreciating  what  was  required  of  it,  and  assisted  to  the  best  of 
its  ability  in  the  vigorous  i)rosecution  of  that  portion  of  the  war  which 
reflects  so  much  credit  on  all,  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding 
the  army  to  the  rank  and  tile  of  Slieridan's  cavalry. 

April  10. — Moved,  with  corps,  by  easy  marches  to  Petersburg,  encamp- 
ing four  days  at  Nottoway  Court-House,  arriving  April  18.  Bemained 
in  camp,  refitting,  &c.,  until  the  24th.  Moved  early,  marching  rapidly 
for  five  days  to  near  South  Boston,  Va. 

April  20. — The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  taken  from  brigade 
for  temporary  duty  at  corps  headquarters,  and  is  not  yet  relieved 
(April  30). 

April  29. — News  of  Johnston's  surrender  having  been  received,  the 
corps  countermarched  en  route  to  Petersburg. 

April  30. — Encamped,  with  seventy-three  miles  yet  to  travel.  The 
First  U.  S.  Cavalry  permanently  detailed  as  General  Sheridan's  escort. 

Second  Cavalry  Division,* 

February. — No  movements. 

[March.] — The  division  was  encamped  near  Winchester,  Va.,  during 
the  month,  with  no  general  movement. 

April  4. — The  division  broke  (samp  near  Winchester  and  proceeded 
on  a  reconnaissance  as  far  as  Edeuburg. 

April  6. — Eeturued. 

April  7. — Went  into  camp  near  Berryville,  Va.  

»0f  the  Departmeut  of  West  Virginia. 
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April  20. — Broke  camp  at  Berryville  and  marched  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  arriving  there  on  the  22d. 

April  23. — Went  into  camp  at  Falls  Church,  Va.,  since  when  no  more 
movements  have  been  made. 

Third  Cavalry  Division. 

\January.] — The  division  is  in  winter  quarters  on  Eomney  pike,  near 
Wmchester,  Va. 

[Febniary.] — Division  in  winter  quarters  on  the  Komuey  pike,  near 
Winchester,  Va. 

February  28. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  reaching  Woodstock  at  7  p.  m. 

March  1. — Encamped  at  Lacey's  Spring,  nine  miles  north  of  Harri- 
sonburg, Va.  At  3  p.  m.  moved  toward  Staunton ;  met  rebel  cavalry 
under  General  Eosser  at  Mount  Crawford.  Had  a  skirmish  and  drove 
them;  captured  5  commissioned  officers  and  37  men,  and  a  number  of 
wagons  loaded  with  supplies.  Moved  rapidly  to  within  four  miles  of 
Staunton,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

March  2. — Moved,  via  Staunton,  to  Waynesborough,  where  the  enemy 
were  met  under  General  Early.  Engaged  and  whipped  him,  capturing 
11  pieces  of  artillery,  1,450  prisoners,  and  about  150  wagons  loaded  with 
quartermaster's,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  Command  moved 
to  Greenwood  Depot,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Kailroad,  and  burned 
large  quantities  of  supplies  and  several  railroad  cars  loaded  with  muni- 
tions of  war. 

March  3. — Moved  to  Charlottesville. 

March  4  and  5. — Remained  at  Charlottesville;  command  employed 
in  destroying  railroad  property. 

March  6,  7,  and  8. — Marched  to  New  Market,  on  James  River,  destroy- 
ing canal. 

March  12. — Marched  to  Frederick's  Hall  Depot,  on  Virginia  Central 
Railroad. 

March  13. — Commenced  destroying  large  amount  of  Government 
stores,  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  tobacco,  and  munitions  of  war. 

March  14  and  15. — Moved  along  Virginia  Central  Railroad  to  South 
Anna  River  bridge. 

March  16, 17,  and  18. — Moved,  via  King  William  Court- House,  to 
White  House  Landing,  on  Pamunkey  River.  Remained  here  refitting 
until  the  25th,  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg. 

March  27. — Arrived  at  Petersburg. 

March  29. — Moved  toward  Dinwiddie  Court-House ;  arrived  there  at 
3  p.  m. 

March  31. — Participated  in  the  fight  with  the  divisions  of  rebel 
infantry  commanded  by  Pickett  and  Johnson. 

[April.] — The  command  took  part  in  the  cam-isign  which  resulted  in 
the  defeat  and  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  (rebel), 
General  R.  E.  Lee  commanding. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry'  Division. 

\February.] — Brigade  in  winter  quarters. 

February  28. — Marched  at  6  a.  m. ;  reached  Woodstock  at  7  p.  m.  and 
encamped. 

March. — February  27,  this  command  took  part  in  the  expedition 
which  left  Winchester,  Va.,  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen,  P,  H.  Sheri- 
dan. 
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March  26  [27],  Reached  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, Va, 

March  28  [29]. — Eesumed  inarch. 

March  31. — Engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Dinwiddie  Court-House. 

[April.] — The  command  took  part  iu  the  campaign  which  resulted  in 
the  surrender  of  the  enemy's  army,  called  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
at  Appomattox  Court-House. 

Engagements. — April  1,  Five  Forks.  April  3,  Sweat-House  Creek. 
April  6,  Harper's  Farm.  April  8,  Appomattox  Station.  April  9,  Ap- 
pomattox Court-House. 

Third  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division. 

i  February.] — Encamped  near  Winchester,  Va. 
f'ebruary  27. — Command  started  on  raid  up  the  Senandoah  Valley, 
Va.    Encamped  on  the  night  of  the  27th  at  Woodstock,  Va. 

February  28. — Marched  to  Lacey's  Spring  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

March  1. — Brigade  encamped  at  Lacey's  Spring,  nine  miles  north  of 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and  at  3  p.  m.  moved  toward  Staunton.  At  North 
River,  near  Mount  Crawford, Va.,  met  and  drove  rebel  cavalry  under  Gen- 
eral Rosser,  capturing  5  commissioned  oflBcers  and  37  men  i)risoners  of 
war,  and  a  quantity  of  wagons  loaded  with  supplies.  Moved  rapidly 
to  within  four  miles  of  Staunton  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

March  2. — Moved  by  way  of  Staunton  to  Waynesborough,  where,  in 
company  with  the  remainder  of  the  Third  Division,  we  met  and  whipped 
the  forces  of  General  Early,  killing  a  number  of  the  enemy  and  captur- 
ing 11  pieces  of  artillery,  1,420  prisoners,  about  150  wagons  loaded  with 
quartermaster's,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  This  brigade  then 
moved  to  Greenwood  Depot,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  and 
burned  large  quantities  of  supplies  and  several  railroad  cars  laden  with 
munitions  of  war. 

March  3. — Moved  to  Charlottesville. 

March  i  and  5. — Remained  at  Charlottesville;  command  employed  in 
destroying  railroad  pro|»erty. 

March  6,  7,  and  8. — Marched  to  New  Market,  on  James  River, 
destroying  Charlottesville  and  Lynchburg  Railroad  and  James  River 
Canal. 

March  9  and  10. — Marched  to  Columbia,  on  James  River,  destroying 
canal. 

March  12. — Marched  to  Frederick's  Hall  Depot,  on  Virginia  Central 
Railroad. 

March  13. — Command  destroyed  Virginia  Central  Railroad  and  large 
amount  of  Government  stores,  tobacco,  and  munitions  of  war. 

March  14  and  15. — Moved  along  Virginia  Central  Railroad  to  South 
Anna  River  bridge. 

March  16, 17,  and  iS.— Moved,  via  King  William  Court-House,  Va.,  to 
White  House  Landing,  on  Pamunkey  River.  Command  remained  at 
this  point  refitting  until  the  25th,  when  it  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Petersburg,  where  it  arrived  on  the  27th. 

March  29. —MsLTcMed  toward  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  where  it  arrived 
at  3  p.  m.  on  the  31st,  participating  m  the  fight  with  the  divisions  of 
rebel  infantry  commanded  by  Pickett  and  Johnson. 

April  1. — Marched  dismounted  from  near  Dinwiddie  Court-House  to 
Five  Forks,  where  the  enemy  were  found  in  strong  force.  An  engage- 
ment was  at  once  opened,  which  continued  with  great  fury  until  5  p.  m., 
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when  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  of  infantry  came  to  the  assistance 
of  the  cavalry  and  the  enemy  was  driven  rapidly  at  all  points,  losing 
heavily  in  men,  artillery,  small-arms,  and  munitions  of  war  generally. 

April  2. — ^This  brigade  moved  to  Ford's  Station,  on  the  South  Side 
Eailroad,  were  it  met  and  drove  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry.  The  direction 
of  march  was  then  changed  and  the  command  marched  to  Namozine 
Creek,  where  it  encamped  for  the  night,  going  into  camp  under  heavy 
artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 

April  3. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  from  our 
front  during  the  night.  At  Winticomack  Creek  met  three  divisions  of 
rebel  cavalry,  commanded  by  Major-Generals  Fitzhugh  Lee  audRosser 
and  Colonel  Munford.  After  some  hard  fighting,  the  enemy  was  driven 
at  a  rapid  rate  for  three  miles  to  Deep  Creek.  Here  the  command  came 
upon  the  enemy's  infantry.  After  some  hard  fighting,  both  parties  with- 
drew and  went  into  camp.  This  brigade  during  tlie  day  captured  about 
300  prisoners,  besides  killing  and  wounding  quite  a  number  of  the 
enemy. 

April  4. — The  command  marched  at  5  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Amelia 
Court-House.  Countermarched  at  8  p.  m.  and  marched  during  the 
night  to  Jetersville,  Va.,  where  it  arrived  at  C  a.  m.  on  April  5.  The 
command  remained  here  all  day. 

April  6. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.  to  Sailor's  Creek,  where  it  met  the 
enemy  and  engaged  him,  fighting  all  day,  driving  the  enemy  and 
capturing  7  pieces  of  artillery,  5,000  prisoners,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
wagons,  &c. 

April  7. — Marched  through  Prince  Edward  Court-House  and  en- 
camped five  miles  west  of  the  Court-House. 

April  8. — Marched  to  Appomattox  Station,  on  South  Side  Railroad, 
where  the  command  arrived  at  5  p.  ra.  Met  the  enemy  and  engaged 
him  at  once. 

April  9. — Engaged  the  enemy  at  daylight  at  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  and  was  pressing  him  heavily  wlien  he  (the  enemy)  raised  the 
white  flag  and  asked  for  terms  of  surrender,  which  was  the  commence- 
ment of  capitulations  ending  in  the  surrender  of  Lee's  (rebel)  army. 

ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES. 
DEFENSES  OF  BERMUDA  HUNDRED. 

January  23. — In  the  evening  the  rebel  gun-boats  came  down  the 
James,  and  one  of  them  succeeded  in  getting  down  as  far  as  Battery 
Sawyer,  at  Crow's  Nest  tower.  The  darkness  of  the  night  prevented 
accurate  artillery  practice.  Daylight  showed  three  of  them — two  iron- 
clads and  one  wooden  gun-boat — aground  on  Farrar's  Island,  below 
Howlett  House  Battery.  The  third  shot  from  a  100-pounder  at  Bat- 
tery Parsons  entered  the  magazine  of  the  wooden  gun-boat  and  blew 
her  up.  The  iron-clads  took  a  very  severe  tire,  being  struck  many 
times  by  shot  from  our  heavy  guns,  until  about  12  m.,  when  they  floated 
off  and  took  shelter  behind  Farrar's  Island  until  night,  when  they  pro- 
ceeded back  up  the  river.  The  gun -boats  did  not  reply  to  the  fire  of 
our  batteries,  merely  firing  a  farewell  shot  as  they  first  floated  off  and 
moved  up  the  river. 

FebrvMry. — ^Nothing  of  importance  transpired  on  this  front;  135 
deserters  from  the  enemy  came  in  during  the  month. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

[January.]— Thu  Twenty-fourtli  Army  Corps  still  occupies  the  same 
position  since  last  return.  The  Second  Division  is  still  absent  on  an 
expedition  under  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

.Uarch  '^7.—The  First  and  Independent  Divisions,  Battery  B,  First 
United  States,  Battery  A,  Fifth  United  States,  and  the  Seventeenth 
Mew  York  Independent  Battery  were  withdrawn  from  the  north  side  of 
James  River,  leaving  the  Third  Division  to  keep  the  lines.  The  troops 
marched  all  night  and  all  the  next  day  (28th),  and  arrived  in  camp  in 
rear  of  the  Second  Corps  about  sundown. 

March  30. — In  the  morning  occupied  the  line  vacated  by  the  Second 
Corps. 

April  1. — The  First  Division  of  the  corps  (Brigadier-General  Foster) 
was  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Hatcher's,  driving  them  from  their 
position  and  moving  down  toward  the  right  to  Petersburg  until  the 
main  works  outside  the  city  were  reached. 

Ajjril  5.— Assaulted  Forts  Gregg  and  Baldwin — the  former  carried 
after  a  desperate  struggle  by  the  First  Division;  the  latter,  by  Third 
Brigade,  Independent  Division,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Harris. 

April  3. — Found  Petersburg  evacuated,  and  immediately  took  up  line 
of  march  close  on  the  retreating  forces  of  General  Lee,  and  from  this 
date  until  the  athAvas  engaged  in  the  rapid  pursuit  of  his  fleeing  forces. 

A^pril  6. — Met  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  at  Eice's  Station,  and 
before  our  lines  could  be  formed  and  the  enemy's  pickets  be  driven  in, 
night  closed  the  operations. 

April  7. — At  daylight,  when  about  making  a'charge  on  the  enemy's 
works,  found  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  force  and  retired  toward 
Farmville,  to  which  place  we  followed  close  on  his  rear. 

April  8. — Still  following  the  retreating  column,  and,  after  marching 
thirty-two  miles,  bivouacked  about  three  miles  from  Appomattox 
Station. 

Ai)ril  9. — At  daylight  the  corps  moved  out  and  engaged  the  enemy 
at  Ai»pomattox  Court-House.  The  Independent  Division,  which  were 
on  the  left  of  the  line,  were  about  making  a  charge  when  an  order 
arrived  that  there  was  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  which  resulted  in 
the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  corps  was  left 
from  this  date  to  the  17th  to  settle  the  business  of  paroling  Lee's  army 
and  taking  charge  of  all  public  property  and  sending  it  to  Burkeville. 

April  12. — The  Independent  Division  was  sent  to  Lynchburg,  where 
it  destroyed  or  carried  away  a  vast  amount  of  public  property. 

April  15. — It  returned  to  Appomattox  Court-House. 

April  17. — The  corps  took  up  line  of  march  for  Burkeville. 

April  19. — Arrived  at  that  place  in  the  evening  and  remained  until 
the  20th. 

April  20. — ^The  corps  received  orders  to  march  to  Eichmond,  via 
Amelia  Court-House. 

April  2'}. — Arrived  in  Eichmond,  where  they  are  still  encamped. 

Total  distance  marched  about  225  miles. 

April  2  [3]. — The  Third  Division,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Devens,  entered  Eichmond,  without  opposition,  at  about  8 
a.  m.,  and  occupied  the  city. 

[May.] — This  corps  has  been  encamped  near  Eichmond  during  the 
past  month. 

[Jniie.] — The  corps  has  not  moved  from  its  present  camp  during  the 
month. 

9  K  E — VOL   XLVI,    PT  I 
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First  Division. 

March  27. — This  division  moved  from  the  Ifew  Market  road  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  James  Eiver. 

March  29. — Arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Hatcher's  Eun. 

March  30. — Skirmishing  with  the  enemy;  advanced  the  Third  Bri- 
gade on  the  left,  capturing  intrenched  picket-line. 

March  31. — Advanced  the  picket-line  of  the  division,  capturing  that 
of  the  enemy  (32'5  prisoners),  driving  the  enemy  into  his  main  works, 
and  holding  the  ground  gained. 

April  1. — Skirmishing  with  the  enemy  at  Hatcher's  Eun. 

April  2. — Broke  through  the  enemy's  line  near  Hatcher's  Eun,  mov- 
ing to  the  right  toward  Petersburg,  driving  them  before  us  until  the 
main  line  of  works  around  the  city  was  reached.  At  1  p.  m.  assaulted 
Fort  Gregg,  which  was  carried  after  a  desperate  struggle.  Loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  419. 

April  3. — Found  Petersburg  evacuated,  and  took  up  linB  of  march, 
following  Lee's  army;  encamped  three  miles  beyond  Sutherland's  Sta- 
tion. 

April  4. — Encamped  at  Wilson's  Station. 

April  6. — Engaged  the  enemy  at  Eice's  Station,  and  encamped  near 
that  place. 

April  7. — The  enemy  having  withdrawn  during  the  night,  followed, 
overtaking  the  rear  guard  at  Bush  Eiver,  where  we  had  a  short  skir- 
mish; encamped  at  Farmville. 

April  8. — Marched  thirty-three  miles,  bivouacking  about  three  miles 
from  Appomattox  Station. 

April  y.— Engaged  the  enemy  at  Appomattox  Court-House  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  Loss,  116.  Eemained  at  Appomattox  Court-House 
until  April  17. 

April  17. — Marched  to  Prospect  Station. 

April  18. — Encamped  at  Bush  Eiver. 

April  19  to  21. — ^Encamped  at  Burkeville. 

April  21. — Marched  and  encamped  at  Dry  Creek. 

April  22. — Encamped  at  Amelia  Court-House. 

April  24. — Encamped  near  Manchester. 

April  25. — Marched  through  Eichmond,  Va.,  encamping  on  the 
Brook  road  on  the  north  side. 

Total  distance  marched,  about  225  miles. 

Total  loss,  833  officers  and  men  wounded,  missing,  and  killed. 

Total  captured,  1,355  prisoners,  13  pieces  of  artillery,  5  battle-flags. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[January.]— The  brigade  has  been  lyingin  works  on  the  New  Market 
road  near  Eichmond,  Va.,  doing  picket  and  fatigue  duty. 

[February.] — The  brigade  has  been  lying  in  works  on  the  New 
Market  road,  near  Eichmond,  Va.,  doing  picket  and  fatigue  duty. 

[March.]— The  brigade  has  been  lying  in  works  doing  picket  and 
fatigue  duty  in  front  of  Eichmond. 

March  27. — ^Marched  to  Hatcher's  Eun. 

March  29. — Arrived  there  in  the  morning,  and  did  picket  duty  the 
balance  of  the  month. 

April  1, — Left  encampment  on  Hatcher's  Eun. 


CHAP.r,vm.]  THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN.  131 

April  2. — ^Participated  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Gregg;  from  thence  in 
pnrsuit  of  Lee's  army. 

April  6. — Skirmished  with  the  enemy  at  Eice's  Station. 

April  9. — ^Arrived  at  Appomattox  Conrt-House,  at  which  place  Lee 
surrendered;  moved  from  thence  to  our  present  encampment. 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 

January  3. — Brigatle  broke  camp  before  llichmond. 

January  5. — In  the  morning  embarked  on  board  transports  at  Ber- 
muda Landing.  Brigade  headquarters  on  board  steamer  General 
Lyon. 

January  13. — ^Arrived  off  New  Inlet,  IS.  C,  in  the  morning,  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  disembark,  which  was  done  in  small  boats,  land- 
ing in  the  surf.  Held  the  right  of  the  line  fronting  Wilmington  until 
4  p.  m.  of  the  15th. 

January  15. — 4  p.  m.,  the  attack  having  commenced  on  Fort  Fisher, 
the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  fort.  Entered  the  fort  at  5  p.  m.,  and 
at  10  attacked  that  part  of  the  works  not  already  taken.  After  the 
work  was  carried,  moved  down  the  beach  toward  Battery  Buchanan, 
which  having  surrendered,  together  with  its  force,  the  brigade  returned 
to  the  right  of  the  line  fronting  Wilmington.  Eemained  there  during 
the  rest  of  the  month,  completing  earth-works  and  in  the  time  making 
two  considerable  reconnaissances  toward  Wilmington,  capturing  each 
time  between  fifty  and  sixty  men. 

Second  Division. 

January  2. — This  division  received  marching  orders. 

January  4. — Embarked  on  transports  at  Bermuda  Hundred. 

January  6. — Division,  with  the  rest  of  the  second  Wilmington  ex- 
pedition, sailed  from  Fort  Monroe  for  Fort  Fisher,  N.  0. 

January  13. — Arrived  near  Fort  Fisher;  disembarked  same  day. 

January  15. — Stormed  and  captured  Fort  Fisher,  with  its  entire  gar- 
rison.. Since  then  and  up  to  the  present  time  [January  31J  it  has  been 
doing' garrison  duty  at  Forts  Fisher  and  Caswell  and  at  SmithviUe. 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Divison. 

[January.] — The  monthly  report  for  the  month  of  December  left  this 
brigade  in  the  trenches  at  Chaffin's  farm,  Va. 

January  3. — In  the  afternoon  the  brigade  broke  camp  and  marched 
to  Bermuda  Hundred,  where  it. bivouacked  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
4th. 

JoMuary  4. — Brigade  embarked  on  board  transports  Varuna  and 
Tonawanda  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Monroe. 

January  5. — Arrived  at  that  place  at  12  m.  and  anchored  in  the  har- 
bor. 

January  6. — At  4  a.  m.  the  fleet  weighed  anchor  and  put  out  to  sea 
en  route  for  Fort  Fisher. 

January  13. — Arrived  at  Federal  Point  in  the  morning  and  disem- 
barked during  the  day. 

January  14.— The  brigade  was  engaged  in  throwing  up  rifle-pits  near 
the  Flag-Pole  Battery,  and  during  the  night  was  ordered  to  take  a  posi- 
tion in  rear  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Curtis'  brigade,  operating 
against  Fort  Fisher. 
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January  15. — In  the  morning  the  brigade  formed  line  of  battle  in  rear 
of  the  First  Brigade  and  about  400  yards  from  the  fort,  which  was 
successfully  assaulted  at  3  p.  in.  After  the  capture  of  the  fort  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  move  about  one  mile  up  the  river,  where  it  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night. 

January  16. — In  the  morning  moved  down  near  the  Flag-Pole  Bat- 
tery, where  it  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

January  19. — Brigade  moved  over  near  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  and  en- 
camped, where  it  remained  during  the  month. 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

January  5.— The  brigade  (except  the  Ninth  Maine  Volunteers,  which 
remained  at  the  front  in  the  Army  of  the  James)  broke  camp  and 
marched  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

January  4. — In  the  evening  embarked  on  board  transports  De  Molay 
and  Thames. 

January  5. — Sailed  for  Fort  Monroe  in  the  morning,  arriving  there 
.that  afternoon. 

January  6. — In  the  morning  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe  down  the  coast, 
passing  Cape  Henry. 

January  8. — Arrived  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

January  9. — A  storm  set  in,  continuing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  10th. 

January  12. — Sailed  for  Fort  Fisher,  and  effected  a  landing  on  the 
beach  about  three  miles  above  the  fort  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  The 
brigade,  being  the'drst  to  land,  captured  a  battery  containing  one  heavy 
gun,  also  forty  head  of  cattle  near  it. 

January  15. — Took  part  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  which  resulted 
in  its  capture  at  10  o'clock  same  night. 

January  16. — One  of  the  reserve  magazines  in  the  fort  exploded,  kill- 
ing and  wounding  many.  The  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  being  nearest,  suffered  the  most.  Since  the  16th  the  brigade 
has  been  engaged  in  garrisoning  Fort  Fisher  and  Battery  Buchanan, 
and  such  other  duties  as  it  has  been  called  on  to  perform. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

[January.] — During  the  month  the  brigade  has  been  on  the  line  on 
ChaflSn's  farm,  Va.,  picketing  its  front.  The  time  has  been  occupied  in 
drilling,  equipping,  &c.,  the  command. 

January  24. — When  the  enemy's  boats  passed  our  batteries  on  the 
James,  a  few  shells  were  thrown  from  Fort  Gilmer  into  the  camp. 

[February.] — ^No  events  of  special  importance  have  taken  place  dur- 
ing the  last  month.  The  troops  have  been  doing  picket  and  fatigue 
duty.  The  time  has  been  devoted  to  drilling  and  equipping  the  com- 
mand. 

[March.] — No  events  of  special  importance  have  taken  place  during 
the  past  month. 

March  27. — The  command  moved  from  its  old  position  and  relieved 
the  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  and  are  now  picketing 
the  front,  formerly  occupied  by  that  division.  The  headquarters  are 
established  at  the  old  headquarters  of  General  Foster,  commanding 
First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 

[April.] — ^At  the  commencement  of  the  present  month  this  command 
was  stationed  on  the  lines  near  Chaffin's  farm,  Va. 
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April  5.— In  the  morning  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets 
had  been  withdrawn  from  our  front,  when  we  were  ordered  to  advance 
up  the  New  Market  road,  and  entered  the  city  of  Richmond  at  about 
8.30  a.  m.,  being  the  first  body  of  infantry  to  enter  the  city.  This  com- 
mand was  stationed  in  Richmond  about  two  weeks  as  provost  guard, 
when  it  was  removed  to  the  interior  line  of  works  west  of  the  city,  where 
it  remained  until  the  24th  instant. 

April  34. — It  was  ordered  across  the  James  River,  where  it  is  now 
encamped  on  Broad  Rock  road,  about  three  miles  from  Manchester. 

The  command  is  in  a  good  state  of  efficiency.  The  time  is  occupied 
in  drilling  and  equipping  the  command.  The  troops  are  doing  light 
picket  duty. 

Independent  Division. 

March  26  [25]  {Saturday). — This  division  marched  from  its  camp  at 
Chaflfin's  farm,  Va.,  to  Long  Bridge,  on  the  Chickahomiuy  River,  to 
cover  the  crossing  of  General  Sheridan  with  his  command,  he  having 
crossed,  however,  below  that  point  at  Jones'  Bridge,  and  we  returned 
and  encamped  near  Deep  Bottom  on  Sunday. 

March  28  [27]  (Monday). — We  received  orders  to  cross  the  James 
River  at  sunset;  we  marched  till  3.30  o'clock  Tuesday  morning. 

March  29.— Moved  on  during  the  day  about  ten  miles,  and  took  up 
position  in  rear  of  Fifth  Corps. 

March  30. — ^We  were  moved  farther  to  the  left,  in  rear  of  the  lines  of 
the  Second  Corps. 

March  31  {Friday). — We  were  moved  still  further  to  the  left,  and 
went  into  position  in  front  of  Fort  Useless,  on  Hatcher's  Run.  While 
reconnoitering  the  enemy's  position  with  the  commanding  general,  Lieu- 
tenant Judd,  aide-de-camp  on  his  staff,  was  severely  wounded  by  the 
enemy.  All  day  we  had  heavy  skirmishing  with  the  rebels,  and  drove 
their  skirmishers  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

April  1. — Heavy  picket-firing  in  the  morning  in  our  front  opposite 
Fort  Useless,  on  Hatcher's  Run.  The  enemy  attacked  and  were  repulsed, 
with  loss  of  thirty  prisoners  and  many  killed  and  wounded. 

April  2  {Sunday). — ^We  were  moved  some  two  miles  to  the  right  of  our 
position,  and  about  10  o'clock,  with  the  First  Division,  our  forces 
stormed  and  carried  Fort  Gregg,  after  a  severe  struggle,  in  which  this 
division  lost  some  250  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  colors  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  of  this  division  were  the  first  planted  upon  the  captured 
work.  The  Third  Brigade  of  this  division  also  carried  two  other  forts 
to  the  left  and  beyond  Fort  Gregg. 

April  3. — We  moved  out  on  the  Cox  road  about  eleven  miles,  follow- 
ing the  retreating  foe. 

April  4. — We  marched  some  fifteen  miles  on  the  road  to  Burkeville, 

April  5. — We  reached  Burkeville  Junction  about  10.15  p.  m.,  after  a 
hard  day's  march. 

April  6  {Thursday). — We  marched  out  from  Burkeville  about  1  p.  m., 
and  after  going  some  eight  miles  we  struck  the  flank  of  the  enemy  and 
skirmishing  at  once  commenced.  The  enemy  being  in  strong  position 
and  far  superior  in  numbers,  no  assault  was  made,  but  we  succeeded  in 
detaining  him. 

April  7. — We  marched  to  Farmville. 

April  8. — We  marched  sixteen  hours,  accomplishing  a  distance  of 
thirty-two  miles. 
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April  9  {Sunday). — We  marched  out  about  6  a.  m.,  and  after  marching 
about  three  miles  we  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  road  just  in  time  to 
check  a  cavalry  charge  of  the  rebels.  We  advanced  about  a  mile  under 
a  pretty  severe  fire  of  grape  and  shell,  skirmishing  as  we  advanced, 
until  word  was  sent  to  the  command  to  cease  firing,  as  an  armistice  had 
been  agreed  upon ;  subsequently  Lee  surreuded  his  army, 

[April  12.] — Wednesday,  this  division  started  for  Lynchburg. 

April  13. — Beached  there  at  8  a.  m.  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
destroy  a  vast  amount  of  munitions  of  war  collected  there  by  the  rebels. 

April  15. — This  work  was  accomplished,  and  we  returned  to  Appo- 
mattox Court- House. 

April  17. — We  started  for  Eichmond. 

Ayril  24. — ^We  arrived  there. 

First  Brigade,  Independent  Division. 

March  55.— The  brigade  marched  from  Camp  Holly  to  the  Chicka- 
hominy  Eiver.  Returned  the  following  day,  and  bivouacked  at  Deep 
Bottom. 

March  27. — At  night  crossed  the  James  and  Appomattox  Elvers. 

March  28. — Arrived  at  camp  at  4  a.  m.  The  same  day  marched  to 
Humphreys'  Station  and  went  into  camp. 

April  1. — ^The  brigade  repulsed  an  attack  by  the  enemy  near  Hatch- 
er's Eun  at  4  a.  m. 

April  2. — A  fort  in  front  of  the  lines  was  captured  by  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  prisoners  and 
artillery.  The  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  six- 
teenth Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  engaged  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Gregg. 

April  6. — The  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try was  captured  near  High  Bridge,  at  Farmville.  The  Thirty-fourth 
Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try engaged  the  enemy  with  their  skirmishers  near  Eice's  Station. 

April  9. — Was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox 
Court-House. 

April  13. — Occupied  Lynchburg,  and,  after  destrojring  a  large  amount 
of  Government  property,  marched  to  Eichmond. 

April  24. — An-ived  there. 

Second  Brigade,  Independent  Division. 

January  28. — ^Moved  from  camp  at  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  to  Chafl&n's 
farm,  Va. ;  distance,  two  miles. 

January  29. — Twenty-third  Eegiment  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteers 
temporarily  attached  to  Provisional  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  W, 
M.  McClure,  on  Bermuda  line,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  29,  headquarters 
Defenses  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va. 

[February.] — No  change  of  headquarters  or  other  events  to  record 
since  last  return. 

March  25. — Marched  to  Long  Bridge,  on  the  Chickahominy  River,  Va.; 
distance,  thirteen  miles. 

March  26. — Marched  to  Deep  Bottom  Landing,  on  Jamos  River; 
fifteen  miles. 

March  27. — At  6  p.  m.  began  march,  arriving  at  Humphreys' Station, 
Va.,  on  the  29th;  distance,  thirty  miles. 

March  26. — Battalion  Twenty-third  Illinois  Volunteers  rejoined  bri- 
gade at  Deep  Bottom  Landing  from  detached  service  on  Bermuda 
line,  Ya. 
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April  1. — The  brigade  was  engaged  in  skirmisMng  and  fortiiying  on 
the  line  at  Hatcher's  Eun,  Va.,  up  to  the  morning  of  the  2d. 

Aprils.— It -viA^  moved  the  distance  of  seven  miles  against  Battery 
Gregg,  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  the  capture  of  which  the  brigade  partici- 
pated with  marked  bravery,  and  was  the  first  to  plant  its  colors  upon  the 
works.  The  enemy  fought  with  desperation  after  the  works  were 
entered;  one  commissioned  officer  and  several  men  of  the  brigade  were 
killed  inside  of  the  works. 

April  3. — Moved  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army  on  the  Lynchburg  road. 

April  5.— Arrived  at  Burkeville,  Va.;  distance,  fifty-three  miles. 

April  6. — At  4  a.  m.  the  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  P.  Moulton,  marched  from  camp  on  an  expe- 
dition to  High  Bridge,  Va.,  on  the  Lynchburg  railroad,  distance  ten 
miles,  where  it  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  after  a  spirited  fight  with 
overwhelming  numbers.  At  12  m.  same  day  the  brigade,  now  compris- 
ing the  Twelfth  Eegiment  West  Virginia  Volunteers  and  one  company 
Twenty-third  Illinois  Volunteers  (the  other  four  companies  of  the  latter 
were  left  on  duty),  began  march. 

April  7. — Arrived  at  Farmville,  Va.;  distance,  fifteen  miles. 

April  8. — Resumed  march  at  6  a.  m.,  arriving  at  a  point  west  of  Appo- 
mattox Court-House,  heading  the  rebel  army ;  distance,  thirty-two  miles. 

April  9. — Early  in  the  morning  General  Lee  surrendered.  Although 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  except  the  skirmish  line  we  were  not 
engaged. 

April  12. — Commenced  to  march  to  Lynchburg,  Va. 

April  13. — ^Arrived  there,  distance  twenty-six  miles,  reaching  there 
early. 

April  15, — Commenced  march  returning  to  Burkeville;  distance, 
seventy-three  miles. 

April  19. — ^Beached  there. 

April  22. — Left  Burkeville. 

April  25. — ^Beached  Bichmond,  Va. ;  distance,  fifty-eight  miles. 

Commissioned  officers  killed  at  Port  Gregg  April  2:  Maj.  Nathan 
Davis,  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  Joseph 
Caldwell,  Company  C,  Twelfth  West  Virginia  Volunteers.  Wounded 
at  Fort  Gregg  April  2:  Second  Lieut.  John  A.  Briggs,  Company  K, 
acting  adjutant  Twelfth  West  Virginia  Volunteers.  Killed  at  High 
Bridge,  Va.,  April  6 :  Second  Lieut.  Cyrus  Patton,  Company  G,  Fifty- 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Third  Brigade,  Independent  Division. 

March  1. — The  command,  comprising  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  and 
Fifteenth  Eegiments  West  Virginia  Volunteers,  was  encamped  atChaf- 
fin's  farm,  on  the  north  side  of  James  River  and  in  front  of  Richmond, 
Va.  Everything  remained  quiet,  and  deserters  coming  into  our  lines 
daily. 

March  25. — The  command  broke  camp  and  marched  to  Long  Bridge, 
on  the  Chickahominy  River,  returning  next  day  to  Deep  Bottom,  Va. 

March  28. — ^Marched  across  the  James  River,  and  continued  the  march, 
via  Point  of  Rocks,  to  the  Appomattox  River,  crossing  that  stream ; 
thence  marched  in  rear  of  the  defenses  of  Petersburg,  passing  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Meade. 

March  39. — Arrived  at  Humphreys'  Station,  ou  the  City  Point  Rail- 
road, in  the  morning. 
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March  30. — Marched  in  the  morning,  in  conjunction  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  and  Second  Corps,  crossing  Uatclier's 
Run,  where  the  command  formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced,  skirinisli 
ing  and  driving  the  enemy.  The  rain  fell  heavily  all  day,  somewhat 
impeding  the  movements  of  the  troops.  At  evening  the  command 
intrenched  themselves. 

March  31. — In  the  morning  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  musketry  fire 
on  our  men,  and  finally  charged  our  skirmish  line,  but  were  repulsed, 
with  loss  on  their  side.  Somewhat  later  in  the  morning,  General  Harris, 
in  command  of  the  brigade,  with  the  Eleventh  Regiment  West  Virginia 
Volunteers,  of  his  command,  charged  the  enemy's  intrenched  skirmish 
line  and  carried  the  position  handsomely,  with  a  number  of  i)risoners, 
with  very  little  loss  on  our  side.  Heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  con- 
tinually, but  no  general  engagement  has  taken  place  up  to  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  losses  of  this  command  during  the  last  two  days  end- 
ing the  month  is  3  killed,  51  wounded,  and  3  missing.  The  whole  dis- 
tance marched  by  the  command  for  the  month  is  seventy  miles.  At 
the  end  of  the  month  the  command  is  still  fighting  the  enemy,  with 
every  prospect  of  sn<!cess.  The  enemy's  force  is  protected  by  formida- 
ble earth-works,  with  a  dense  slashing  of  felled  timber  in  our  immedi- 
ate front.  The  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  command  is 
nearly  100. 

April  1. — ^The  command,  comprising  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  and  Fif- 
teenth West  Virginia  Volunteers,  were  engaged  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  on  Hatcher's  Run,  to  the  left  and  front  of  Peter.sburg.  Same 
night  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  penetrated  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  Va.,  causing  him  to  abandon  the  works  in  our  immediate 
fiont  on  the  morning  of  the  2d. 

April  2. — The  command,  finding  the  enemy  retreating,  rushed  forward 
on  the  works,  capturing  many  prisoners,  1  battle-flag,  and  2  cannon; 
then,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  moved  to  the  right 
and  engaged  the  enemy  in  their  forts.  This  command  assaulted  Fort 
Whitworth,  capturing  it,  with  little  loss,  the  g)'eater  part  of  the  garrison 
making  good  their  escape;  however,  we  captured  1  colonel,  2  captains, 
and  65  men,  with  a  slight  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  command 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

April  3. — The  enemy  had  withdrawn  when  our  forces  occupied  Peters- 
burg, Va.  The  command,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  Independ- 
ent Division,  took  up  its  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  march- 
ing to  the  left  and  parallel  with  the  South  Side  Railroad,  via  Poplar 
Grove  Station,  Wellville,  and  Burkeville  Junction ;  thence  parallel  with 
the  Lynchburg  and  Danville  Railroad,  skirmishing  some  with  the  enemy 
at  Rice's  Station,  and  pursued  him  toward  Appomattox  Station,  the 
point  where  General  Sheridan's  cavalry  held  him  in  check. 

April  9. — Arrived  there  in  the  morning,  when  the  command  were 
hurried  forward  on  the  double-quick.  Engaged  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  from  his  position,  and  gained  a  decided  advantage  over  him.  At 
this  time,  however,  it  was  unofficially  announced  to  the  troops  that  Gen- 
eral Lee,  commanding  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  surrendered 
unconditionally  to  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  commanding  U.  S.  Army. 
Hostilities  ceased  at  once,  and  both  armies  lay  within  plain  view  of 
each  other  until  the  terms  of  surrender  were  adjusted.  The  rebel  army 
were  paroled  and  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes  unmolested  and 
remain  until  exchanged.  The  command  then  went  into  camp,  and 
remained  until  the  12th  of  the  month. 
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Api-il  12. — It  marched  to  Lynchburg,  Va.  Tlie  rebels  at  that  place 
destroyed  nearly  all  theii-  artillery,  but  left  a  large  quantity  of  provisions, 
which  was  distributed  to  tlie  citizens  of  the  town  and  vicinity. 

April  15. — The  command  returned  from  Lynchburg,  marching,  via 
Concord  and  Appomattox  Depots,  to  Farmville ;  thence  to  Burkeville 
Junction. 

April  19. — Arrived  at  latter  ])lace  in  the  morning. 

April  3^. — Broke  camp  and  marched  parallel  with  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  itailroad,  via  Amelia  Court-House. 

April  25. — Arrived  and  marchedtliroughRichiDond,  and  were  received 
by  the  Third  Division,  Twenty-foTirth  Army  Corps,  (leneral  Devens. 
The  command  proceeded  about  two  miles  outside  the  city  and  went 
into  camp,  where  it  remains  at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  whole  distance 
marched  by  the  command  for  the  month  of  April  being  259  miles. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  command  in  the  different  engagements  during 
the  month  of  April  was  o  killed  and  54  wounded.  The  whole  number 
of  prisoners  captured  during  the  month,  G  officers  and  100  men,  together 
with  1  battle-Hag  and  2  pieces  of  artillery. 

Artillery  Brigade. 


April  3. — Broke  camp  near  ChafBn's  farm,  Va. ;  moved  to  the  city  of 
Richmond ;  encamped  in  the  suburbs. 


[Ajiril.] — Remained  in  position  at  Camp  Holly. 

BATTERY  H,  THIRD  NEW  YORK  ARTILLERY. 

[April  3.] — Broke  camp  on  New  Market  road;  arrived  at  and  en- 
camped in  the  northern  suburbs  of  the  city  same  day. 

April  14. — ]Moved  camp  to  west  side  of  the  city,  where  it  is  at  pres- 
ent date  [April  30J. 

BATTERY   K,  THIRD   NEW   YORK   ARTILLERY. 

April  3. — Broke  camp  on  New  Market  road;  moved  to  tlie  northeast- 
ern suburbs  of  the  city,  where  they  are  encamped. 

BATTERY  M,  THIRD   NEW  YORK   ARTILLERY. 

April  9. — Broke  camp  near  Deep  Bottom,  7a.,  and  advanced  to  Rich- 
mond, where  it  encamped  in  the  northeastern  suburbs. 

SEVENTH  NEW  YORK  BATTERY. 

[yl;)n7.]— Remained  on  Bermuda  front  during  the  month. 

SEVENTEENTH  NEW  YORK  BATTERY. 

March  5^.— Broke  camp  at  Signal  Hill,  Va.,  moving  with  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps. 

March  29. — Reached  Hatchei's  Run. 
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A2)ril  2. — Engaged  and  moved  to  the  rear  of  Petersburg. 
April  ,9. — Marched  toward  Burkeville. 
April  !'). — Arrived  there. 

April  0. — Left  Burkeville;  engaged  near  Eice's  Station. 
A^jril  7. — Moved  toward  Ai)i>ouiattox  Gourt-House. 
April  9. — Arrived  there. 
April  17. — Left  Appomattox  Ooiirt-IIousci. 

April  35. — Arrived  at  Richmond,  where  it  went  into  camp  near  head- 
(luarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 

BATTERY   A,  FIRST  PENNSYLVANIA    ARTILLERY. 

April  3. — Broke  cainp  near  Chaffin's  farm,  Va.,  and  moved  to  the 
suburbs  of  the  city  of  liiclimond,  where  it  encamped. 

April  27. — Moved  to  Manchester,  Va.,  where  it  is  at  present  date 
[April  3QJ. 

BATTERY   B,  FIRST   U.  S.  ARTILLERY. 

April  2. — Left  Hatcher's  Eun  and  advanced  to  Petersburg  with  First 
Division,  Twenty-foui'th  Army  Corps ;  was  placed  in  position  on  skirmish 
line. 

April  S  to  :'). — Followed  the  enemy  on  line  of  South  Side  Railroad. 

April  a. — Engaged  him  at  Eice's  Station,  Va. 

April  7  and  6'. — In  ])ursuit  of  the  enemy. 

April  9. — Engaged  hin>ii|  Ai^pomattox  Court-IIouse.  The  engage- 
ment ended  in  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army. 

April  2i. — Arrived  at  Eichmond,  Va.,  and  encamped  near  head- 
(luarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 

BATTERY  L,  FOURTH   U.  S.  ARTILLERY. 

[^■l^''"'''] — Eemained  at  Signal  Hill,  Va.,  during  the  month. 

BATTERY   A,  FIFTH   U.  S.  ARTILLERY. 

March  27. — r>roke  camp  on  jSTew  Market  road;  moved  with  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  C^'orps. 

March  29. — lieached  Hatcher's  Eun. 

April  2. — -'\Io\ed  to  rear  of  Petersburg. 

Ajn-il  .-J. — .Moved  toward  Burkeville. 

April  ~>. — Arrived  there. 

April  a. — Left  Burkeville;  arrived  at  Eice's  Station  same  day. 

April  7. — Left  Eice's  Station. 

April  9. — Was  engaged  at  Appomattox  Court-llouse. 

April  17. — Left  A])pomattox  Court-House. 

April  i/j.— Arrived  at  Eichmond;  encamped  near  headquarters 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 

BATTERY   F,  FIFTH    U.  S.  ARTILLERY. 

Ajjril  ,9. — Broke  camp  on  New  Market  road;  marched  to  Eichmond. 
Va. ;  encamjied  on  Hunt's  Hill. 

April  7. — Changed  camp  to  Oakwood  Cemetery,  where  it  is  at  present 
date  [April  30]. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

[January.] — Since  last  return  the  following  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  organization  of  the  corps :  The  number  of  the  First  Division  is 
now  Third,  and  the  Third  changed  to  the  First  Division,  by  virtue  of 
General  Orders,  No.  8,  from  these  headquarters,  dated  December  31, 
18G4.  The  Forty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  taken  from  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  and  placed  in  First  Brigade,  Second  Division;  the  One 
hundred  and  seventeenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  taken  from  First  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  and  placed  in  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
by  virtue  of  General  Orders,  No.  2,  from  these  headquarters,  dated  Jan- 
uary 2, 1865.  The  One  hundi-ed  and  fifteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  has 
been  added  to  the  corps,  according  to  instructions  from  department 
headquarters,  and  assigned  to  the  Second  Division.  During  the  month 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Heckman  has  been  in  command,  Major-General  Weit- 
zel  being  absent  with  leave.  A  portion  of  the  Third  Division,  com- 
manded by  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine,  forms  a  part  of  the  expeditionary 
force  that  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  6,  under  command  of 
Brevet  Major-General  Terry.  No  of&cial  report  of  its  operations  has  as 
yet  been  received.  The  remaining  troops  of  the  corps  have  participated 
in  no  general  engagements  during  the  month. 

January  23  and  24. — The  command  was  got  under  arms  early  in  the 
morning,  anticipating  a  move  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  All  remained 
quiet,  however,  during  the  23d. 

January  54.— rin  the  morning  the  enemy's  rams  came  down  the  James 
Kiver.  They  were  fired  upon  from  our  batteries,  to  which  they  briskly 
replied.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they  were  successfal  in 
returning. 

The  Second  Division  occupies  Fort  Burnham  and  a  portion  of  the  line 
in  front  of  Eichmond.  The  left  of  the  line  held  by  this  division  was 
severely  bombarded,  January  24,  resulting  in  four  casualties. 

[February.] — Nothing  worthy  of  special  note  has  occurred  during  the 
month.  The  corps  holds  the  same  line  at  ChafBn's  farm,  Va.,  as  per 
last  return.  The  Third  Division  remains  in  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina.    The  First  and  Second  Divisions  have  drilled  each  day. 

[March.] — ^The  corps  holds  the  same  position  (at  Chaffin's  farm,  Va.) 
as  ptr  last  return.  No  changes  of  special  note  have  occurred  except 
that — 

March  57. — ^The  Second  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  William 
Birney,  moved  to  re-enforce  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Hatcher's 
Bun. 

[April.] — ^March  27,  the  Second  Division  moved  to  re-enforce  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.    April  17,  it  rejoined  the  corps  near  Petersburg. 

April  3. — ^That  portion  of  the  corps  (First  Division  and  Artillery 
Brigade)  remaining  at  Chaffin's  farm,  Va.,  moved  upon  the  evacuation 
of  Richmond  and  took  possession  of  the  city,  where  it  remained  until 
the  13th  instant,  performing  in  and  around  the  city  the  usual  guard 
and  fatigue  duties. 

April  13. — Moved  to  South  Side  Railroad,  about  three  miles  from 
Petersburg,  and  have  remained  at  this  station  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

[J?«Me.J— -May  25  to  June  17,  the  corps  embarked  in  ocean  transports 
at  City  Point  as  rapidly  as  transports  could  be  furnished. 

June  7.— The  headquarters  of  the  corps  embarked  and  proceeded 
toward  Texas;  put  into  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  to  receive  orders  from  the 
major-general  commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf,  aiyj  to  coal 
and  water,  if  possible;  coal  could  not  be  obtained. 


140  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     (Chap.  LVUI. 

June  16. — Arrived  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  coaled;  then  proceeded 
to.  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 

June  31. — Arrived  there.  The  Second  Division  had  previously 
arrived  in  Texas;  the  headquarters  of  the  division  and  the  Second 
Brigade  stationed  at  Brazos;  Third  Brigade  at  White's  Ranch;  First 
Brigade  had  received  orders  to  garrison  Indianola. 

June  26. — First  Division  arrived  at  Brazos,  and  was  ordered  to 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  but  owing  to  the  rise  of  water  in  the  Eio  Grande 
overflowing  the  low  country,  it  could  not  reach  that  place.  It  is 
encamped  at  White's  Ranch  awaiting  the  fall  of  wnter,  as  river  trans- 
portation cannot  be  furnished. 

The  cavalry  and  unattached  infantry  brigade  have  not  arrived; 
only  Battery  B,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery,  has  as  yet 
arrived. 

First  Division. 

[January.] — This  division's  number  was  changed  from  Third  Division 
to  First  Division  in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  8,  headquar- 
ters Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  December  31, 1864.  Nothing  of  impor- 
tance transpired  during  the  month. 

[February.] — No  change  during  the  month  worthy  of  note. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[May.] — The  brigade  remained  quiet  in  camp  of  instruction  during 
the  month  with  the  exception  of  the  last  two  days. 

May  30. — It  embarked  on  transports  bound  for  Texas. 

[June.] — May  30  to  June  22,  the  brigade  was  upon  transports  bound 
for  Texas.  On  the  latter  date  they  disembarked  at  Brazos  Santiago, 
Tex.,  and  marched  ten  miles  toward  Brownsville,  halting  at  White's 
Ranch,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where  it  remained  four  days. 

Jmie  27. — Marched  ten  miles  farther  through  mud  and  [water]  waist 
deep,  occasioned  by  the  overflow  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

June  28. — Marched  ten  miles  farther  and  encamped  within  six  miles 
of  Brownsville,  where  we  remained  one  day. 

June  30. — Marched  to  Brownsville  in  the  morning. 

The  brigade  is  now  [June  30]  encamped  close  to  the  town,  and  is 
engaged  in  laying  out  camp  and  getting  into  shape  for  drills,  &c. 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[February.] — This  brigade  has  been  in  camp  in  the  trenches  all  the 
month  in  same  place  as  last  month  until  the  25th,  when  it  was  moved 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  in  reserve,  except  the  One  hundred 
and  seventeenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  which  still  remains  in  the 
defenses  near  Fort  Burnham. 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[January.] — The  brigade  remained  during  the  month  in  the  same 
po  ition  as  at  the  close  of  the  last  month. 

[February.] — The  brigade  remains  in  the  same  position  as  at  the  close 
of  January,  and  has  taken  part  in  no  important  movement. 
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Second  Division. 

[February.] — Since  last  month  this  command  has  remained  in  camp 
near  Ghaffin's  farm,  Va.  The  positions  of  the  Second  and  Third  Bri- 
gades have  been  changed.  The  division  now  occupies  the  entire  front 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Army  Cori)s. 

March  25. — This  division  marched  from  the  works  near  Fort  Burn- 
ham,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  Eiver. 

March  27. — At  night  crossed  James  Eiver  at  Aiken's  Landing  and 
Appomattox  Eiver  at  Broadway  Landing. 

March  29. — Took  position  near  Hatcher's  Enn,  southwest  of  Peters- 
burg about  six  miles,  remaining  in  that  position  until  the  31st  instant. 

April  1. — Eemained  in  line  of  works  near  Hatcher's  Euu. 

April  2. — In  the  morning  advanced  and  took  possession  of  the  enemy's 
line,  they  evacuating;  immediately  marched  toward  Petersburg;  passed 
through  the  city  and  along  the  Cox  road  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  con- 
tinuing the  march  until  the  10th  instant. 

April  10. — Orders  were  received  to  return  to  Petersburg. 

April  11. — Commenced  the  return  march  in  the  morning. 

April  17. — ^Eeached  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  have  since  then 
remained  in  camp  near  the  city. 

May  26. — The  troops  broke  camp  at  Camp  Lincoln,  Va.,  and  marched 
for  City  Point.  The  same  day  embarked  and  sailed  for  Hampton  Eoads, 
arriving  at  that  place  about  1  p.  m.  Lay  at  anchor  in  the  Eoads  till 
10.30  a.  m.  May  31. 

May  31. — Weighing  anchor,  proceeded  to  sea,  bound  for  Fort  Morgan, 
Mobile  Bay,  Ala.    Weather  calm  and  clear. 

June  8. — Fleet  put  into  Mobile  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  coaling  and 
watering. 

June  10. — Weighed  anchor. 

June  13. — Arrived  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  the  First  Brigade  landing 
at  Indianola,  and  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  at  Brazos  Santiago. 

June  24. — The  Third  Brigade  moved  to  White's  Eanch,  on  the  Eio 
Grande. 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

[January.] — Eemained  in  camp  during  the  month  near  Fort  Burn- 
ham,  Va. 

[February.] — Eemained  in  camp,  near  Fort  Burnham,  during  the 
month. 

[March.] — Marched  from  the  works  on  the  north  side  of  James  Eiver 
near  Fort  Burnham  to  south  side  of  said  river  near  Hatcher's  Enn.  The 
One  hundred  and  fifteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  remained  in  camp  near 
Fort  Burnham. 

April  1. — The  brigade  remained  in  the  works  near  Hatcher's  Eun. 

April  2. — In  the  morning  advanced  and  took  possession  of  the 
enemy's  works,  they  evacuating.  Immediately  pushed  into  Peters- 
burg, arriving  there  at  noon,  and  took  up  position  ou  the  right  of 
division. 

April  3. — Shortly  after  daylight  took  possession  of  the  city  and 
marched  out  ou  the  Cox  road,  halting  at  night.- 

April  4. — Eesumed  the  march  in  the  morning,  and  at  noon  received 
orders  to  move  back  to  a  place  called  Sutherland's ;  remained  there  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  5th. 

April  5. In  the  afternoon  we  were  relieved  and  started  to  rejoin  the 

division. 
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April  10, — Joined  the  division  near  Appomattox  Court-House. 

April  11. — Started  back  to  Petersburg. 

April  17. — Arrived  there,  and  since  that  time  have  remained  in  camp 
near  that  city.    (See  report  appended.*) 

May  7. — Brigade  marched  from  Petersbtkrg,  Va.,  to  vicinity  of  City 
Point,  Va.,  where  it  remained  in  camp,  employed  in  drilling,  &c.,  until 
the  25th. 

May  25. — It  embarked  on  transports  and  proceeded  to  Hampton 
Eoads,  Va. 

[June.] — May  26,  the  brigade  sailed  from  Hampton  Boads,  with  orders 
to  rendezvous  at  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Bay. 

June  7  and  8. — It  arrived  there. 

June  9. — Received  orders  to  proceed  to  Indianola,  Tex.,  via  the 
Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  Eiver. 

June  12. — Anchored  off  the  bar,  but  were  unable  to  disembark  on 
account  of  the  wind  blowing  so  violently,  causing  a  very  heavy  sea  to 
break  upon  the  bar. 

June  17. — Coal  and  water  being  nearly  exhausted,  were  obliged  to 
return  to  Southwest  Pass. 

June  19. — We  again  arrived  there,  and  upon  being  supplied  with  coal 
and  water,  returned. 

June  55.-^Arrived  off  the  bar  the  second  time ;  disembarked  Sunday, 
and  are  now  [June  30]  garrisoning  the  city  of  Indianola,  Tex. 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

March  27.— The  brigade  marched  from  Fort  Burnham. 

March  29. — ^Arrived  at  Hatcher's  Eun. 

March  30  and  31. — It  participated  in  the  operations  against  the 
enemy's  lines. 

April  1. — The  brigade  was  all  day  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the 
enemy  near  Hatcher's  Eun. 

April  2. — Marched  inside  the  enemy's  works  to  near  Petersburg,  and 
in  the  afternoon  was  engaged. 

April  3. — Entered  Petersburg  before  day,  being  the  first  Union 
troops  in.    Marched  nine  miles  westerly  on  the  Cox  road. 

April  4. — Marched  to  Wilson's  Station. 

April  5. — Marched  to  Blacks  and  Whites. 

April  6. — Marched  through  Burkeville  to  within  seven  miles  of  Farm- 
vUle,  and  bivouacked  near  the  enemy. 

April  7. — Marched  to  Farmville,  where  Brigadier-General  Birney 
was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  division,  and  the  brigade  was 
ordered  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Foster,  commanding  First  Division, 
Twenty-fourth  Corps. 

April  8. — Marched  till  midnight,  having  traveled  thirty  miles. 

April  9. — Marched  at  3  a.  m.  to  the  Lynchburg  road  west  of  and  near 
Appomattox  Court-House.  At  7  a.  m.  engaged  the  enemy,  who  was 
driving  our  cavalry ;  stopped  him  and  drove  him  some  distance. 

April  10. — Reported  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Jackson,  assigned  to 
command  the  Second  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps. 

April  11. — Marched  for  Petersburg. 

April  17. — Eeached  our  camp-ground  west  of  the  town. 

June  18. — Arrived  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  and  have  been  here  ever 
since.  ,„^ 

*  Page  1234. 
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Third  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

[February.]— T\ie  camp  of  this  brigade  has  been  changed  from  their 
position  to  the  rear  and  right  of  Fort  Burnham  to  the  line  of  breast- 
works between  Batteries  Nos.  3  and  5.  Twenty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  are  at  City  Point  on  detached  service. 

[April.] — This  brigade  took  part  in  the  campaign  with  the  forces  oper- 
ating against  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  commanded  by  General 
Lee. 

April  9. — ^The  capitulation  having  been  consummated  at  Appomat- 
tox Court-House,  the  command  returned  to  Petersburg. 

April  i^.— Arrived  there  at  night.  The  troops  were  frequently 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  shell,  but  they  being  so  inaccurate  the  casual- 
ties were  light.  The  long  and  fatiguing  march  was  borne  with  patience 
and  fortitude  creditable  to  old  soldiers,  and  should  forever  put  to  an 
end  any  doubt  as  to  whether  colored  troops  can  stand  a  campaign, 
however  severe  it  may  be. 

May  25. — In  compliance  with  orders,  dated  headquarters  Second 
Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  May  24,  the  Third  Brigade 
marched  from  Camp  Lincoln,  Va.,  to  City  Point,  Va.,  where  the  troops 
were  embarked  on  the  following  steamers,  viz,  'Wilmington,  William 
Kennedy,  Nightingale,  Prometheus,  and  Montauk,  and  the  same  day 
proceeded  to  Hampton  Eoads,  Va. 

May  26. — ^They  arrived  and  anchored  in  the  roads  in  the  morning. 

May  31. — Received  orders,  dated  headquarters  Second  Division, 
Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  May  30,  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Gaines  or  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Bay,  and  there  await  further  orders. 
Put  to  sea  at  10  a.  m. ;  passed  Cape  Henry  light  at  12  m.  same  day. 

June  9. — The  brigade  arrived  off  Fort  Morgan,  Ala. ;  same  date  put 
to  sea  for  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  via  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
River. 

June  13. — Came  to  anchor  outside  the  bar  at  Brazos  Santiago. 

June  15. — Ordered  to  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  and  put  to  sea  for  that 
place. 

June  16. — Arrived  off  Aransas  Bar;  strong  gales  from  the  southeast; 
seven  feet  of  water  on  the  bar,  rendering  it  impossible  to  disembark 
the  troops.  The  fleet  being  short  of  coal  and  water,  was  obliged  to 
proceed  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  the  nearest  point,  for  supplies. 

June  18. — ^Arrived  off  Galveston  Bar. 

Jmmc  19. — ^Went  into  the  wharf;  took  in  supplies  of  coal  and  water. 

June  21. — Put  to  sea. 

June  22. — Arrived  at  Brazos  Santiago. 

JMwe  24. — In  the  morning  all  the  troops  were  disembarked,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  same  date  marched  to  present  encampment  at  White's 
Ranch,  on  the  Rio  Grande  River,  Tex. 

Third  Division. 

[January.] — The  number  of  the  division  was  changed  from  First  to 
Third  per  General  Orders,  No.  8,  headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 
December  31, 1864.  The  One  hundred  and  seventh  [U.  S.  Colored] 
Regiment  was  transferred  from  the  Third  to  the  First  and  the  Twenty- 
seventh  fu.  S.  Colored]  from  the  First  to  Third  Brigade  by  General 
Orders,  No.  5,  headquarters  First  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 
December  31, 1864. 
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January  3. — Division  headquaiteis,  the  Second  Brigade  (witli  the 
Thirtieth  [  U.  S.  ColoiedJ  Kegiinent  temporarily  attached),  tlie  Third  Bri- 
gade (with  the  First  [U.  S.  Colored]  Eegiment  temporarily  attached), 
left  camp  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  and  proceeded  to  Bermuda 
Landing. 

January  4. — Embarked  on  transports. 

January  5. — Sailed  on  the  second  expedition  for  Fort  Fisher. 

January  12. — Arrived  off  Fort  Fisher  at  night. 

January  13. — Disembarked  and  constructed  a  line  of  intrenchments 
across  the  peninsula  facing  Wilmington. 

January  15. — The  division  held  this  line  during  the  assault  upon  Fort 
Fisher  by  General  Ames'  division. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

[January.] — During  the  month  the  First  and  Thirtieth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  of  this  command,  have  been  on  detached  service  in  the  Wil- 
mington expedition.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  has  been  in  the 
defenses  before  Kichmond. 

[February.] — During  the  month  the  First  and  Thirtieth  Eegimeuts,  of 
this  brigade,  have  been  engaged  in  the  operations  around  Wilmington. 

February  20. — The  remainder  of  the  command  embarked  on  trans- 
ports for  Fort  Fisher. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

January  3. — The  brigade  left  camp  at  Chaffln's  farm,  Va. 

January  4. — Embarked  on  transports  at  Bermuda  Landing  at  night. 

January  13. — Landed  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C;  constructed  and  occu- 
pied the  center  of  the  north  line  of  defenses. 

January  18. — The  brigade  made  a  reconnaissance  to  Sugar  Loaf. 

January  19. — Made  another  [reconnaissance].  Lieut.  Col.  C.  J. 
Wright,  Thirty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  was  wounded;  also  Capt. 
N.  .1.  Hotchkiss,  Sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

January  21. — Captain  Hotchkiss  died  at  Fort  Fisher. 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

May  14. — The  Cavalry  Brigade  was  organized  by  virtue  of  Special 
Orders,  No.  130,  paragraphs  V  and  VI,  headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army 
Corps,  May  14, 1805,  at  Camp  Lincoln,  Va.,  but  consisting  of  only  two 
regiments,  viz,  the  First  and  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  Kegiments. 

May  50.— The  Fifth  JMassachusetts  Colored  Cavalry  was  assigned  to 
the  brigade  by  virtue  of  Special  Orders,  No.  140,  headquarters  Twenty- 
fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  May  30, 186.5. 

June  10, 11,  and  12. — The  cavalry  brigade  embarked  on  ocean  steamers 
at  City  Point,  Va. 

June  13. — Arrived  at  Fort  Monroe. 

June  16. — Sailed  from  Hanii)ton  lioads.  Fleet  comprising  brigade 
consisting  of  five  vessels,  steamers  General  McClellan,  Meteor,  Ash- 
land, H.  S.  Hagan,  and  Dudley  Buck.  Touched  at  Fort  Morgan  for 
orders;  thence  to  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  Kiver,  for  coal  and 
water. 

June  28. — Sailed  lor  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  arriving  at  anchor  the 
p.  m.  of  the  30th. 
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Artillery  Brigade, 

June  1  to  7. — The  brigade  embarked  at  City  Point  at  different  periods 
between  these  dates — Battery  B,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  on  the 
steamer  Suwanee;  Battery  D,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Battery  D, 
Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  on  the  Neptune;  and  Battery  M,  First  U.  S. 
Artillery,  on  the  steamers  Eappahannock  and  Beaufort.  The  vessels 
sailed  separately  as  soon  as  they  were  loaded  and  ready  for  sea,  the  last 
steamer  leaving  City  Point  on  the  7th  instant.  The  fleet  rendezvoused 
at  Mobile,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  coal  and 
water. 

U.  S.  FORCES  AT  FORT  FISHER,  N.  C. 

January  3. — The  command  moved  from  the  camps  of  the  Army  of 
the  James,  in  front  of  Eichmond,  Va.,  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  embark- 
ing at  that  point  on  the  day  following  for  Fort  Monroe. 

January  6. — Left  Fort  Monroe  for  Beaufort,  N.  C,  arriving  at  that 
point,  after  a  stormy  passage,  on  the  8th. 

January  12. — Left  Beaufort  for  Federal  Point,  N.  C. 

January  13. — Disembarked  on  the  beach  five  miles  above  Fort 
Fisher. 

January  13. — Assaulted  and  captured  Fort  Fisher,  with  its  entire 
garrison  of  over  2,200  men,  after  a  heavy  bombardment  from  the  fleet, 
the  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corjis,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A. 
Ames  commanding,  making  the  assault,  supported  by  the  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  the  Third  Divis- 
ion, Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  holding  a  defensive  position  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  the  fort  against  the  anticipated  attack  of  Hoke's  divis- 
ion of  the  rebel  army,  which  ended  in  a  mere  demonstration. 

January  16. — The  forts  at  the  west  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver 
(abandoned  by  the  enemy)  were  occupied  by  the  navy,  and  soon  after 
garrisoned  by  a  portion  of  this  command. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  was  occupied  in  repairs  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  building  wharves  for  landing  stores,  an  occasional  reconnaissance 
proving  Hoke's  division  to  be  intrenched  in  a  strong  position  at  Sugar 
Loaf  Hill,  where  it  remained  at  the  close  of  the  month. 

FERRERO'S  DIVISION. 

April  2. — In  the  morning,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Hartsuff,  commanding  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  a  bat- 
talion of  the  Tenth  New  York  Artillery  attacked  the  enemy's  line,  and 
succeeded  in  carrying  it  and  holding  the  same  until  the  object  of  the 
reconnaissance  (which  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  had  with- 
drawn troops  from  Bermuda  front)  had  been  accomplished,  when  it  fell 
back  to  its  original  position. 

April  4. — The  division  moved  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  since  which  time 
the  division  has  been  doing  duty  as  provost  guard  and  picketing  the 
approaches  to  the  city. 

First  Brigade,  Ferrero's  Division. 

April  3. — This  brigade  (which  was  reported  on  last  monthly  return 
as  First  Brigade,  Infantry  Division,  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred, 
Va.),  early  in  the  morning,  after  having  sent  out  reconnoitering  parties, 
who  reported  that  the  enemy  had  evidently  just  evacuated  his  works 
on  our  front,  advanced  across  the  enemy's  line  and  proceeded  onward 
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in  the  direction  of  Chesterfield  Court- House,  Va.,  capturing  scattered 
parties  of  rebel  soldiers  aud  a  baud  belonging  to  a  brigade  of  Mahone's 
division,  and  receiving  numbers  of  deserters  who  delivered  themselves 
up,  all  of  whom  were  turned  over  to  the  division  provost-marshal.  No 
large  force  of  the  enemy  was  met  with.  A  halt  was  made  at  Chester- 
field Station,  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad. 

April  4. — A  detachment,  under  charge  of  Lieutenants  Michener  and 
Haines,  of  General  McKibbin's  staff,  was  sent  forward  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  coal-fields,  where  three  locomotives  and  a  quantity  of  cars  were 
captured  and  brought  safely  to  Petersburg. 

April  5. — The  division  of  which  the  brigade  forms  a  part  marched  to 
Petersburg,  Va.,  via  Broadway  Landing,  and  since  that  period  the  bri- 
gade has  been  stationed  in  the  defenses  of  that  city  and  guarding  the 
approaches  thereto. 

By  order,  the  designation  First  Brigade,  Infantry  Division,  &c.,  was 
changed  to  First  Brigade,  Ferrero^s  Division,  &c. 

U.  S.  FORCES,  CITY  POINT,  VA. 

April  a. — The  Tenth  and  Twenty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  marched 
from  Fort  Harrison  to  Bermuda  Hundred. 

April  3. — In  the  morning  marched  back  and  took  up  line  of  march 
for  Richmond,  where  they  arrived  at  9  a.  m.  Remained  there  until 
evening  of  the  6th,  when  they  were  ordered,  with  their  command,  to 
assume  command  of  City  Point,  Va. 

May. — Nothing  of  any  event  occurred  at  this  post  during  the  mouth. 

SUB-DISTRICT  OF  THE  APPOMATTOX. 

April  30. — Marched  through  Mecklenburg  to  Mill  Grove;  crossed 
the  Meherrin,  and  bivouacked  after  dark. 

May  1. — Moved  at  6  a.  m. ;  marched  through  Lunenburg  Court- House, 
thence,  via  Lunenburg  plank  road,  across  the  Nottoway,  bivouacking 
at  5  p.  m. 

May  2. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  via  Blacks  and  Whites,  to  near  Five 
Forks;  bivouacked  at  5.30  p.  m. 

May  3. — Moved  at  6  a.  m.;  marched  through  Petersburg,  across  the 
Appomattox,  and  went  into  camp  near  Bttricks  about  5  p.  m. 

Distance  marched  during  the  month,  seventy-five  miles. 

General  Smith  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Sub-District  of  the 
Appomattox  by  Special  Orders,  No.  135,  Department  of  Virginia,  and 
the  brigade  was  assigned  for  duty  in  the  said  sub-district  by  General 
Orders,  No.  1,  headquarters  District  of  the  Nottoway. 

May  21. — Sent  detachment  First  Maine  Cavalry,  under  command  of 
Capt.  H.  C.  Hall,  to  Chesterfield  Court-House;  also  detachment  of 
Thirteenth  Ohio  Cavalry  to  Amelia  Court  House,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  R.  Clark;  also  detachment  of  same  regiment,  under 
command  of  Capt.  R.  C.  Campbell,  to  Powhatan  Court-House;  also 
detaclinient  Second  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Wood,  to  Buckingham  Court-House;  also  detach- 
ment same  regiment,  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Terry,  to  Cumber 
land  Court-House. 

The  several  commanding  ofBcers  were  appointed  provost-marshals 
in  their  respective  counties,  and  continued  to  do  provost  duty  to  the 
end  of  the  month. 

June. — The  duties  of  this  command  during  the  month:  Doing 
provost  duty  in  the  several  counties  composing  the  sub-district. 
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MILITARY  DISTRICT  OF  LYNCHBURG,  VA. 

May  1  .—Left  Moseley's  Ferry  and  inarched  toward  Blacks  and  Whites : 
moved  to  within  two  miles  and  camped. 

May  5.— Moved  toward  Petersburg,  Va.,  on  the  Eed  Oak  road; 
camped. 

May  5.— Moved  into  and  through  Petersburg;  crossed  Appomattox 
Eiver,  and  went  into  camp. 

May  4  to  8. — In  camp. 

May  9.— Moved  through  Petersburg,  on  the  Cox  road,  to  Ford's  Sta- 
tion; camped. 

May  10. — Marched  to  Nottoway  Station;  camped. 

May  11. — Marched  via  Burkeville  and  drew  forage  and  rations; 
camped. 

May  J5.— Marched  through  Prince  Edward  Court-House;  camped 
at  Pamplin's  Station. 

May  13. — ^Marched  to  Concord. 

May  14. — Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  sent  to  Lynchburg. 

May  16. — Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  sent  to  Appomattox 
Court-House. 

May  17. — ^The  headquarters  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
moved  to  Lynchburg,  Va. 

May  19. — Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  moved  to  Lynchburg;  the 
command  encamped  near  fair  ground. 

May  22. — ^Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  moved  to  Lynchburg  from  Appo- 
mattox Court-House.  Details  of  the  command  performing  duty  as 
provost  guard  in  the  following  [counties]  of  the  district:  Appomattox, 
Campbell,  Amherst,  Bedford,  Nelson,  and  Franklin. 

May  30. — Two  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
commanded  by  Col.  H.  J.  Brady,  reported  for  duty,  by  authority  of 
Special  Orders,  No.  138,  dated  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
May  22, 1865.  The  command  is  performing  guard  duty  in  the  city — 
Lynchburg. 

Twelfth  New  Hampshire  Volunteer  Infantry  and  detachment  Twen- 
tieth New  York  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  T.  E.  Barker, 
with  headquarters  at  Danville,  Va.,  are  performing  duty  at  that  place 
and  in  the  following-named  counties:  Patrick,  Henry,  and  Pittsyl- 
vania. * 

[June.] — Command  in  camp,  garrisoning  city  of  Lynchburg  and  the 
counties  comprising  the  Military  District  of  Lynchburg. 

CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

March  1  to  28. — ^This  division  lay  in  camp  before  Richmond,  engaged 
in  picketing,  scouting,  and  performing  the  various  duties  incident  to  a 
cavalry  command  while  in  the  presence  of,  but  not  engaging  with,  the 
enemy. 

March  28. — Left  camp. 

March  29. — Bivouacked  in  the  morning  near  Varina  Station,  on  the 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  continuing  the  march  after  a  short 
rest  to  Humphreys'  Station ;  halted  till  night  and  again  marched  to 
the  crossing  of  Eowanty  Eiver,  in  the  vicinity  of  Reams'  Station,  where 
it  has  since  been  engaged  as  guard  to  the  trains  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

Bvt.  Ma-j.  Gen.  A.  V.  Kantz,  commanding  the  division,  was  relieved 
on  the  20tU  by  Special  Orders,  No.  79,  headquarters  Department  of 
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Virginia,  and  was  succeeded  by  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Mackenzie,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  who  was  assigned  to  the  command  by  Special  Orders,  No. 
79,  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  March  20, 1865.  The  First 
New  York  Mounted  Rifles  was  detached  from  this  command  by  orders 
fiom  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  dated  March  23,  1865. 
The  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery  was  also  temporarily  detached  from  the 
command  March  28, 1865. 

In  consequence  of  this  reduction  the  command  was  on  the  28th,  previ- 
ous to  leaving  for  the  field,  consolidated  into  two  brigades,  the  Third 
Brigade,  Col.  A.  W.  Evans,  being  merged  with  the  Second  Brigade  of 
this  division,  under  the  command  of  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

January. — ^The  brigade  has  been  engaged  during  the  month  in  per- 
forming picket  duty,  scouting,  drilling,  and  officers'  recitations.  No 
change  in  the*  headquarters  of  brigade  or  regiments. 

February. — ^The  brigade  has  been  engaged  during  the  month  in  per- 
forming picket  duty,  scouting,  drilling,  and  oflScers'  recitations.  No 
change  in  the  headquarters  of  brigade  or  regiments. 

CAVALRY  BRIGADE. 

April  1. — The  command  left  the  vicinity  of  Reams'  Station,  Va.,  where 
it  had  been  on  duty  as  guard  to  the  wagon  trains  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Proceeded  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House  and  reported  to  Major- 
General  Sheridan. 

April  3. — The  command  moved  to  Appomattox  at  two  ijoints,  the 
lower  at  Leonard's  Mills,  the  other  three  miles  higher  \\p  the  stream, 
picking  up  300  prisoners  aud  taking  4  guns. 

April  4. — The  command  crossed  Deep  Creek  after  a  sharp  skirmish. 

April  6,  7,  and  8. — It  moved  through  Jetersville,  Burkeville,  and 
Prince  Edward  Court-House  to  Appomattox  Station,  skirmishing  con- 
siderably on  the  road. 

April  13. — After  the  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army,  tlie  command 
was  ordered  to  Lynchburg,  Va.,  where  it  remained  until  the  IGth  instant, 
engaged  in  paroling  prisoners  and  destroying  munitions  of  war. 

April  16. — The  command  moved,  via  Burkeville  and  Goode's  Bridge, 
to  Richmond,  Va.,  where  it  arrived  on  the  24th  instant,  going  into 
camp  on  the  Mechanicsville  road,  where  it  has  since  remained. 

[May.] — This  brigade  has  remained  in  camp  on  the  Mechanicsville 
road,  about  three  miles  north  of  Richmond,  Va.,  during  the  entire 
month.  It  has  been  engaged  in  performing  the  ordinary  routine  of 
camp  duties,  in  furnishing  patrolling  parties  and  guards  to  different 
parts  of  the  adjoining  country.  The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
was  detached  and  ordered  to  Charlottesville,  Va.,  on  the  5th  instant, 
but  still  remains  under  the  orders  of  the  brigade  commander.  The 
Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  was  assigned  to  this  brigade  on  the 
23d  instant  by  Special  Orders,  No.  139,  extract  4,  headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia, 

[f/Mwe.] — The  brigade  has  remained  in  camp  about  three  miles  south 
of  Richmond  during  the  mouth.  It  has  been  engaged  in  performing  the 
ordinary  routine  of  camp  duties  and  in  furnishing  patrolling  parties 
and  guards  to  different  parts  of  the  adjoining  country.  The  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  is  on  detached  service  at  Charlottesville,  Va., 
and  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  on  detached  service  in  Henrico 
County. 
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No.  5. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Oeorge  0.  Meade,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  of  operations  February  5-7  and  March  25. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run  by  Vaughan  Road, 

February  5, 1865—3.30  p.  m.  (Sent  3  p.  m.) 
Humphreys  was  in  position  at  tliis  point  and  Armstrong's  Mill  by 
10  a.  m.,  crossing  at  both  places  with  but  little  opposition,  taking  nine 
prisoners,  all  of  Pegram's  division.  He  is  now  getting  in  position  and 
pushing  out  the  Vaughan  road  to  communicate  with  Warren.  Warren 
reports  at  1  p.  m.  that  he  has  crossed  most  of  his  infantry,  but  he  has 
to  build  a  bridge  of  sixty  feet  hi  length  to  cross  artillery  and  trains;  will 
be  over  by  3  p.  m.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  Gregg.  From  the 
reports  of  prisoners,  I  am  led  to  believe  the  enemy  may  attempt  to  inter- 
pose between  Warren  and  Humphreys.  To  keep  open  this  communi- 
cation of  four  miles,  I  have  ordered  up  Parke's  reserve  division,  and 
have  directed  the  available  troops  in  the  City  Point  lines  to  replace 
them  with  Parke.  Warren  reports  taking  thirty  prisoners  when  cross- 
ing the  run.  I  can  hear  nothing  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  the 
prisoners  here  know  nothing  of  any  troops,  cavalry  or  infantry,  going 
south. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Lientenaut-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Vaughan  Road  and  Hatcher's  Run,  [February  5, 1865] — 6.45  p.  m. 

(Sent  7.10  p.  m.) 

The  enemy  at  5.15  attacked  General  Humphreys'  right,  and  have 
been  engaging  him  till  this  momeu  t.  General  Humphreys  has  repulsed 
all  their  attacks.  I  have  ordered  up  to  his  support  not  only  a  division 
from  the  Ninth  Corps,  but  one  from  the  Sixtli  Corps.  General  Warren 
is  in  position  at  Hargrave's,  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  here; 
has  met  no  enemy.  General  Gregg  reports  that  having  occupied  Din- 
widdle Court-House,  and  hearing  nothing  of  any  trains  or  the  enemy, 
had  returned  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Itun  by  the  Malone  road.  I 
have  sent  orders  to  General  Gregg  to  return  to  General  Warren  and 
report  to  that  officer,  unless  you  send  other  orders  for  him.  I  think 
the  enemy  are  trying  to  turn  Humphreys'  right  and  cut  our  communi- 
cations with  our  line  of  works.  Besides  Pegram's  and  Gordon's  divis- 
ions, deserters  report  the  movement  to  their  right  of  Heth  and  Mahone. 
I  shall  leave  Humphreys  and  Warren  in  their  present  positions,  with 
directions  to  support  each  other.  I  do  not  think  the  cavalry  will  do 
anything  in  the  way  of  destroying  trains.  I  shall  await  your  instruc- 
tions. It  is  estimated  Humphreys'  losses  in  wounded  may  amount  to 
300.    Please  acknowledge  at  once. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 
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llEADQXTAltTliKS  AKMY   OF   TllJi   ToTOMAC, 

Grossing  of  Hatcher's  Run  hy  Vaughan  Road, 

February  5, 1865—8  p.  m.  (Sent  8.22  p.  m.) 
I  have  A^'ithdrawn  Warren  and  the  cavalry  to  this  point,  directing 
two  divisions  to  remain  on  the  other  side  of  the  run,  one  to  cross  to 
this  side  as  a  reserve  for  contingencies.  Humphreys  is  instructed  to 
await  developments,  and  to  attack,  if  advantageous,  and  drive  the 
enemy  into  their  works.  The  enemy  have  a  strong  line  of  works  pass- 
ing through  the  Clements  house;  this  house  is  the  place  where  the 
shot  fell  near  us  on  the  last  movement — that  is  to  say,  since  then  the 
enemy  have  advanced  their  line.  Unless  we  can  carry  this  line,  we  can 
hardly  reach  the  Boydton  plank  road  or  South  Side  Bailroad  without 
a  flank  movement  considerably  to  the  left.  I  presume  it  was  to  stop 
this  they  attacked  HumiJhreys'  right. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


HiiADQUABTEBS   ABMY   OF  THE   POTOMAC, 

February  5, 1865—9.30  p.  m.  (Sent  10  p.  m.) 
Orders  have  been  sent  to  Gregg  to  proceed  to  Beltield,  provided  he 
finds  on  reaching  Dinwiddle  Court-House  any  confirmation  of  the  con- 
traband's report,  or  obtains  any  reliable  intelligence  leading  him  to 
believe  he  can  effect  anything  there.  The  depot  is,  however,  undoubt- 
edly at  Hicksford,  across  the  Meherrin,  and  is  guarded  by  artillery,  as 
it  was  when  Warren  was  there.  We  also  believe  that  W.  H.  F.  Lee's 
division  of  cavalry  is  in  that  vicinity.    Gregg  goes  without  artillery. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
Lieutenant-General  Gbant. 


HEADQUABTEKS  ABMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

February  5,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
I  send  a  dispatch  from  General  Gregg,  received  on  my  arrival  just 
now.  A  staff  ofiQcer  who  carried-  my  last  dispatch  to  General  Warren 
reports  that,  on  leaving,  three  squadrons  of  Gregg's  cavalry  came  in  to 
Warren,  saying  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  attacked  Gregg's  rear  guard 
and  cut  them  off.  I  am  a  little  apprehensive  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
interposing  between  Gregg  and  Warren,  and  preventing  the  latter  using 
the  road  he  advanced  on  to  withdraw  his  artillery  and  trains.  I  have, 
however,  sent  orders  to  Gregg  to  open  this  road,  if  possible,  and  escort 
back  Warren's  trains. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General  Gkant. 


Headquaetebs  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 
February  5, 1865—10.30  p.  m.    (Sent  11.15  p.  m.) 
Genebal:   I  moved  out  this  morning  on  the  Vaughan  road  the 
Second  Corps  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run;   on  the  road  from 
Beams'  Station  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  the  Fifth  Corps;  and  on  a 
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road  crossiug  Hatcher's  Eun  still  lower  down,  the  cavalry  division 
under  General  Gregg.  General  Gregg  was  ordered  to  move  to  Din- 
widdie  Court-House,  and  to  move  up  and  down  the  Boydton  road  to 
intercept  and  capture  the  enemy's  trains,  and  was  further  ordered  to 
determine  whether  or  not  he  could  in  any  way  inflict  damage  upon  the 
enemy.  General  Warren  was  to  support  Geueral  Gregg;  General 
Humphreys,  to  support  General  Warren.  All  other  available  troops 
of  this  army  were  to  be  held  ready  to  move  at  short  notice.  The  dif- 
ferent commands  reached  their  post  in  due  season,  but  it  was  found 
difficult  to  open  communication  between  Generals  Humphreys  and 
Warren  along  the  Vaughan  road.  General  Gregg  proceeded  to  Din- 
widdle Court-House,  and  moved  up  and  down  the  Vaughan  road  and 
captured  some  18  wagons  and  50  prisoners,  including  1  colonel.  Find- 
ing that  the  Boydton  road  was  but  little  used  since  the  destruction 
of  the  bridges  on  that  road  and  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  he  returned 
to  Malone's  Bridge,  on  Hatcher's  Kun.  At  4.15  p.  m.  the  enemy,  with 
what  was  reported  to  be  Hill's  corps  and  Gordon's  and  Pegram's  divis- 
ions, attacked  Humphreys.  They  were  handsomely  repulsed,  with  a 
loss  to  Humphreys  of  300.  Since  this  force  had  attacked  Humphreys' 
right,  consisting  of  but  one  division  entire  and  one  brigade,  it  became 
necessary  to  send  for  men  enough  to  hold  our  communications  with  our 
rear  line.  One  division  of  the  Ninth  and  one  division  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  were  therefore  ordered  to  re-enforce  Humphreys.  Warren,  w^ith 
the  cavalry,  has  been  ordered  to  connect  with  his  left  and  to  report  to 
him.  In  the  morning,  if  I  find  that  this  force  of  the  enemy  is  outside 
of  his  works,  I  shall  attack  and  drive  him  into  them,  taking  advantage 
of  anything  disclosed  by  the  operation.  During  the  day  it  is  estimated 
that  we  have  taken  100  prisoners. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
February  6, 1865 — 1  a.  m.    (Sent  1.15  a.  m.) 

I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  my  aide.  Captain  Jay,  taking 
orders  to  General  Gregg,  met  the  enemy  in  force  where  the  Malone 
road  leaves  the  Halifax  road.  Jay  was  fired  on,  and  is  missing,  but 
his  escort  escaped.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  enemy's  cavalry  come  up 
from  Stony  Creek.  They  are  now  in  Gregg's  rear,  on  the  road  he  took, 
and  only  one  mile  and  a  half  from  him  if  be  is  at  Malone's  Bridge.  I 
have  sent  this  information  to  Warren,  with  directions  to  make  every 
effort  to  communicate  it  to  Gregg,  and  have  instructed  Warren  to  send 
a  division  to  cover  our  rear  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  as  tbe  cavalry  may 
advance  that  way  to-morrow  morning.  If  Gregg  gets  my  orders  to  rejoin 
Warren  through  that  officer,  he  can  be  withdrawn  on  the  Vaughan 
road;  butif  Warren's  staffofflcer  meets  the  fate  of  Captain  Jay,  Gregg's 
position  will  be  precarious,  as  the  enemy's  cavalry  will  be  in  his  rear,  and 
their  infantry,  on  Warren's  withdrawal,  now  taking  place,  will  interpose 
between  him  and  the  Vaughan  road.  I  am  in  hopes  Warren's  artillery 
and  trains,  ordered  back  on  the  road  he  took,  will  get  in  safely. 
'  GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  6, 1865—7.15  a.  m. 
Major-Geuerals  Warren  and  Humphreys  have  both  telegraphed  me 
this  morning,  and  inform  me  of  their  being  in  position,  their  right,  \rell 
supported,  near  Fort  Cuniniiugs,  and  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
over  Hatcher's  Kun  forming  their  left.  Gregg's  cavalry  is  now  with 
Warren.  Trains  all  came  up  the  Vaughan  road.  I  have  telegraphed 
to  them  to  move  out  at  once  to  determine  whether  or  not  Hill's  or  any 
portion  of  the  enemy's  force  is  now  outside  of  their  line  of  works.  In 
case  any  should  be  found  they  are  to  be  driven  in.  Heth  charged  in 
two  lines,  and  was  badly  repulsed.  Subsequently  the  whole  of  Hill's 
corps  participated  in  the  attack.    The  above  is  the  report  of  deserters. 

GEO.  G,  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  C,  1865. 

Major  Jay  has  returned,  and  it  is  now  certain  that  he  was  captured 
by  our  own  men.  None  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  vicinity  of  Malone's 
Crossing. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Hatcher's  Bun,  February  6',  1865 — 7.3U  x).  m. 

(Via  Aiken's  House,  8.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren  advanced  about  2  p.  m.  on  the  Dabney's  Mill 
and  Vaughan  roads.  Both  columns  had  a  spirited  contest  with  the 
enemy,  and  steadily  drove  him  before  them  till  about  C  p.  m.,  when 
the  column  on  the  mill  road,  having  forced  the  enemy  beyond  Dabney's 
Mill  and  until  he  opened  on  them  with  artillery,  indicating  he  was  in 
his  line  of  works,  Avhen,  being  re-enforced,  Warren's  troops  were,  in 
turn,  compelled  to  retire  in  considerable  confusion.  The  enemy  was, 
however,  checked  before  reaching  the  i)ositiou  occupied  this  morning, 
and  Warren's  troops  rallied  in  this  position.  The  column  on  the 
Vaughan  road  was  recalled  when  the  others  were  forced  back.  The 
troops  are  now  formed  in  the  lines  occupied  this  morning.  The  fighting 
has  been  determined,  principally  in  dense  woods,  and  the  losses  con- 
siderable, particularly  in  the  column  compelled  to  retire.  I  am  not 
able  at  present  to  give  an  estimate  of  them. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
February  7,  1865—10.15  a.  m.    (Sent  10.50  a.  m.) 

Warren  reports  at  7.30  a.  m.  everything  quiet  in  his  front.  The 
character  of  the  weather  to-day,  and  the  ignorance  I  am  under  of  the 
exact  moral  condition  of  Warren's  corps,  and  his  losses  from  stragglers, 
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has  restrained  me  from  f;iviiig  Lim  positive  orders  to  attack ;  but  I  have 
directed  him  to  ])ush  out  strong  reconuaissances,  and  ]eft  to  his  judg- 
ment, based  on  the  result  of  these  reconnaissances  and  liis  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  his  command,  whether  to  attack  or  not.  From  all  I  can 
learn,  nuofficially,  the  disaster  yesterday  arose  from  the  enemy  sud- 
denly, toward  the  close  of  the  day,  withdrawing  from  the  column  on  the 
Vaughan  road  and  concentrating  on  the  column  at  Dabney's  Mill, 
which,  when  one  part  of  the  line  was  broken,  the  Avhole  retired  in  dis- 
order. Warren  had  one  whole  division  (Wheaton's,  Sixth  Corps)  not 
engaged.  One  brigade  reached  the  mill  just  as  the  line  had  given  way, 
but  were  unable,  owing  to  the  confusion  and  the  dense  woods,  to  do  any- 
thing toward  remedying  the  evil.  In  reference  to  holding  to  Hatcher's 
Kun,  my  idea  was  to  hold  it  permanently  by  a  strong  line,  which  a  small 
force  could  hold,  if  we  moved  farther  to  the  left.  If  it  is  designed  only 
to  hold  it  temporarily  and  to  abandon  it,  the  object  I  had  in  view  would 
not  be  attained.  AVe  have  now  a  line  of  breast- works  all  the  way,  but 
my  suggestion  was  to  a  permanent  line,  with  redoubts. 

GEO.  G.  iMEADE, 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Major-  General. 


HUADQUAliTERS  AllMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

February  7,  1865 — 2.45 p.  m.  (Sent  4  p.  m.) 
Cipher  dispatch  received.*  I  will  notify  you  as  soon  as  the  troops  are 
in  position,  but  I  hardly  think  it  will  be  by  to-morrow,  as  I  have  some 
works  to  erect  before  I  can  unmass  the  forces  on  the  left.  As  soon  as 
your  dispatch  of  11.30  was  received*  I  forwarded  it  to  Warren,  direct- 
ing him  to  cease  offensive  operations  unless  some  very  important  advan- 
tage was  to  be  gained.  At  12.20,  before  my  dispatch  had  reached  him, 
he  reported  Crawford  having  carried  the  enemy's  line  of  skirmish  rifle- 
pits,  and  that  a  prisoner  reported  them  in  line  of  battle  near  Dabney's 
Mill,  where  they  were  yesterday.  I  expect  soon  to  hear  my  dispatch 
has  reached  him.  I  was  desirous,  for  the  morale  of  the  command,  that 
the  ofiensive  should  be  tJiken.  Warren  has  sent  in  the  return  of  one 
division,  and  I  hope  from  it  that  the  losses  yesterday  will  be  much  less 
than  was  at  first  supposed.  Large  numbers  of  stragglers  have  come 
in  during  the  night  and  this  morning.  A  deserter  reports  Eodes' 
old  division  as  having  beeu  moved  from  the  north  of  the  Appomattox 
to  enemy's  right.    Has  Ord  heard  anything  of  this? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
February  7,  1805 — 5.15 p.  m.  (Sent  5.22  p.  m.) 
I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Major-General  Warren,  announc- 
ing he  had  recovered  most  of  the  ground  he  occupied  yesterday,  and 
had  again  drawn  the  fire  of  the  artillery  in  the  enemy's  works.  As  this 
accomplishes  all  I  expected  him  to  do,  I  have  directed  him  to  withdraw 
to  Hatcher's  Eun,  and  sLall  hold  the  line  from  Fort  Sampson  to  Arm- 

♦  See  Part  II,  pp.  448,  447,  respectively. 
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strong's  Mill  with  the  Sccoiul  Corps,  and  post  the  Fifth  Corps  from  the 
Vaughan  road  crossing  back  toward  the  Halifax  road,  prepared  to  meet 
a  flank  movement  of  the  enemy  or  to  support  any  point  threatened  in 
front. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 


Major-  General. 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquaetebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  8, 1865—12.30  p.  m.  (Sent  1.25  p.  m.) 
Yesterday  Major-General  Warren  again  advanced  from  his  position 
on  the  right  bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  and,  encountering  the  enemy, 
carried  the  line  of  rifle-pits  occupied  by  tlie  enemy's  skirmish  line,  and 
continued  the  advance  till  the  flre  of  the  artillery  in  the  enemy's  works 
near  Dabney's  Mill  was  drawn,  and  till  he  (Warren)  had  passed  over 
most  of  the  ground  he  had  occupied  the  day  before.  This  operation 
was  performed  during  the  prevalence  of  a  violent  hail-storm.  The 
resistance  offered  by  the  enemy  outside  his  works  was  not,  however,  so 
great  as  the  day  before.  Having  accomplished  all  that  was  practicable, 
and  the  enemy  declining  battle  outside  his  works,  I  directed  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  to  Hatcher's  Eun,  which  was  effected  soon  after 
night-fall.  I  forward  Major-General  Warren's  report,  just  received.* 
The  casualties  of  the  three  days'  operations  will  not  now,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge  in  the  absence  of  official  returns,  exceed  1,500,  which  is 
about  double  the  number  of  wounded  brought  to  the  rear.  The  pris- 
oners will  exceed  200.  The  cavalry  on  the  5th  captured  twenty-five 
wagons,  instead  of  eighteen,  as  previously  reported.  I  am  now  prepar- 
ing an  intrenched  line  from  Fort  Cummings,  our  old  left,  to  Armstrong's 
Mill.  This  line  will  be  held  by  the  Second  Corps,  and  the  Fifth  will  be 
massed  to  defend  our  left  and  rear.  The  cavalry  and  the  reserves  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  have  been  returned  to  their  former  positions.  The 
reserves  of  the  Ninth  will  be  returned  so  soon  as  the  condition  of  the 
new  line  justifies. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

February  8, 1865 — i  p.  m.  (Sent  4.20  p.  ra.) 
OflBcial  returns  of  casualties  received  show:  Fifth  Corps,  1,400; 
Second  Corps,  140;  cavalry,  150;  in  all  1,690,  which  includes  over  600 
missing,  of  whom  the  greater  portion  will  turn  up,  being  stragglers. 
I  send  a  notice  found  by  Gregg  posted  up  in  Dinwiddie  Court-House. 
If  the  enemy  does  not  attack  us  to-day  I  think  you  can  leave  with 
security  to-morrow. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 

*  See  Part  II,  p.  487. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  25, 1865—8.30  p.  m.  (Sent  9.05  p.  m.) 
Since  my  report  of  12  in.  no  further  operations  have  taken  place  on 
the  Ninth  Corps  front.  Major-General  Parke  reports  his  casualties  as 
64  killed,  323  wounded,  and  481  missing;  his  captures  amount  to  8 
battle-flags  and  1,800  prisoners.  The  enemy  were  permitted,  under  flag 
of  truce,  to  carry  away  from  our  lines  120  dead  and  15  very  severely 
wounded.  Under  the  orders  sent  Major-General  Wright  to  feel  the 
enenly,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Sixth  Corps  were  advanced,  but  found 
the  enemy's  pickets  strongly  intrenched.  Major-General  Wright  sup- 
ported his  skirmishers  by  his  Second  Division,  one  brigade  of  the  Third 
Division,  and  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  and  after  a  spirited 
contest,  under  a  sharp  flre  of  artillery  and  musketry,  the  enemy's 
intrenched  picket-line  was  carried,  capturing  416  prisoners.  This  line 
is  now  held.  Major-General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps, 
likewise  advanced  his  skirmishers,  well  supported  by  his  First  and 
Third  Divisions,  and  carried  the  enemy's  intrenched  skirmish  line,  tak- 
ing over  200  prisoners;  subsequently  the  enemy  was  re-enforced  and 
made  several  vigorous  and  determined  attacks,  all  of  which  were 
repulsed,  Humphreys  capturing  in  these  last  affairs  2  battle-flags  and 
over  400  prisoners.  The  fighting  on  this  part  of  the  line  continued 
till  near  8  o'clock.  Numerous  deserters  have  been  reported  since  dark. 
Total  captures  reported  to-day,  10  battle-flags  and  2,800  prisoners. 
Griffin's  division.  Fifth  Corps,  was  sent  to  support  Humphreys,  and 
was  engaged  with  the  Second  Corps.  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions, 
of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  the  cavalry  division  were  held  in  reserve,  and 
promptly  moved  to  different  parts  of  the  line. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Armt  op  the  Potomac, 

March  S5, 1865.  (Sent  12.50  a.  m.  [26th].) 
Wright  holds  his  captured  line;  Humphreys  had  all  of  his  at  8  p.  m., 
but  I  authorized  his  retaining  only  such  portions  as,  in  his  judgment, 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  hold.  Parke  sends  in  the  return  of  cas- 
ualties in  his  artillery  brigade,  to  be  added  to  his  previous  return— 
4  killed,  14  wounded,  and  25  missing;  total,  43.  Humphreys  estimates 
his  killed  and  wounded  at  about  450;  very  few  missing;  thinks  enemy's 
losses  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  double  his.    Wright  reported 

his  losses  small.  ,,_ 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 


Major- General. 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
March  26, 1865—10.45  a.  m.    (Sent  11.30  a.  m.) 
All  has  been  quiet  since  8  p.  m.  last  evening.    Wright  and  Hum- 
phreys hold  and  have  intrenched  all  the  advanced  line  captured  yes- 
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terday  as  far  as  the  Armstrong  house,  which  includes  all  but  a  small 
portion  on  the  extreme  left  near  Hatcher's  Eun,  which  there  was  no 
military  advantage  in  retaining.  Humphreys  now  estimates  his  cas- 
ualties at  700,  Wright  at  400,  which  will  make  our  total  casualties  from 
all  parts  of  the  line  about  2,000.  Deserters  report  the  fighting  very 
severe,  and  the  result  as  having  a  depressing  and  demoralizing  effect 

on  their  army.  „    „„ 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 


Major-General. 


lieutenant-General  Gbani. 


Headquaeteks  Aemt  op  the  Potomac, 

March  26, 1865—10  p.  m. 

OflScial  returns  from  the  several  corps  show  the  casualties  of  yester- 
day as  follows :  SecondCorps— killed,  51;  wounded,  402;  missing,  177. 
Sixth  Corps— killed,  47;  wounded,  402;  missing,  30.  Ninth  Corps- 
killed,  68;  wounded,  337;  missing,  606.  Total— killed,  160;  wounded, 
1,201;  missing,  713;  or  a  grand  total  of  2,080,  which  is  80  larger  than 
jny  approximate  estimate  of  this  morning.  Of  prisoners,  the  account 
now  stands:  Second  Corps,  365;  Sixth  Corps,  469;  Ninth  Corps,  1,949; 
total,  2,783,  or  13  less  than  reported  last  night;  of  this  number  some 
200  are  wounded  in  our  hospitals.  It  has  been  quiet  along  the  lines 
to-day.  Permission  was  granted  the  enemy,  on  application,  to  remove 
their  dead  and  wounded,  under  flag  of  truce,  both  on  the  Second  and 
Sixth  Corps  fronts. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquaeteks  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—11.30  p.  m. 

General  Humphreys  estimates  the  enemy's  losses  in  killed  and 
wounded  in  his  front  as  fully  three  times  his,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
from  the  character  of  the  fighting,  the  heaviest  being  repulsing  their 
attacks,  that  their  losses  were  very  much  greater.  Wright  also  thinks 
they  lost  much  heavier  than  we  did.  On  Parke's  front  their  losses 
were  quite  severe  from  the  artillery  fire  of  adjacent  batteries,  not  only 
when  their  supports  were  moving  up  but  when  they  were  withdrawing. 
On  the  whole,  I  think  it  would  be  reasonable  to  estimate  the  enemy's 
losses  in  killed  and  wounded  as  50  per  cent,  greater  than  ours;  this 
would  make  them  about  2,000,  which  added  to  the  prisoners  would 
give  4,800.  Taking  in  stragglers  and  deserters,  I  think  it  safe  to  esti- 
mate Lee's  loss  for  the  day  not  less  than  5,000  men. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- Oeneral. 

Lieutenant-General  Gbaht. 
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Ko.  6. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Col.  James  C.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army, 
of  operations  January  14-February  25. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Engineer  Department, 

January  23, 1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engineer- 
ing operations  in  this  army  for  the  week  ending  January  21, 1865: 

Brevet  Major  Harwood  was  in  command  of  the  battalion  of  U.  S. 
Engineers,  and,  assisted  by  Lieiitenant  Phillips,  inspected  the  line 
from  Eort  Davison  to  Fort  McMahon.  The  former  officer  also  superin- 
tended the  repairs  of  the  line  from  Fort  Bross  to  Fort  Dushano.  Bre- 
vet Captain  Benyaurd  had  charge  of  the  repairs  from  Fort  McGilvery 
to  Fort  Howard.  Brevet  Captain  Howell  made  an  inspection  of  the  line 
from  Fort  Welch  to  Battery  24,  and  superintended  the  reconstruction 
of  Fort  Fisher  and  repairs  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Dushane.  Lis- 
ten ant  Heap,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Phillips,  inspected  the  line  from 
Fort  Alex.  Hays  to  Fort  Meikel. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  weekly  report  of  Brevet  Colonel 
Spauldiug,  commanding  detachment  of  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers,  will  show  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  duties  upon  which 
the  oflBcers  and  men  of  his  command  have  been  engaged: 

The  work  upon  the  battery  at  the  left  of  Fort  Keene  h.as  been  continued  durinp; 
the  past  week,  under  the  general  direction  of  Brevet  Major  McDonald,  with  daily 
details  of  about  200  men  from  this  command.  This  work  is  a  small  lunette  contain- 
ing two  barbettes  and  three  embrasures,  originally  thrown  up  and  very  roughly 
revetted  by  infantry.  The  stockade  for  closing  the  gorge  of  this  work  is  185  feet  iii 
length,  with  flanking  arrangements.  Brevet  Captain  Van  Rensselaer  (who  relieved 
Major  McDonald)  reports  that  this  stockade' was  completed  last  evening.  To-day 
ho  has  been  at  work  with  one  company  of  this  regiment  in  putting  in  new  revet- 
ment and  raising  the  parapet,  and  this  part  of  the  work  is  about  one-sixth  done. 
The  cold  weather  of  the  past  week  has  caused  the  work  upon  the  signal  tower  to 
progress  but  slowly,  it  being  very  difHrnlt  and  hazardous  for  men  to  work  at  sncli 
an  elevation,  upon  insecure  footing,  when  the  weather  is  cold  and  stormy.  Brevet 
M.ajor  Hine  reports  all  the  material  on  the  ground,  130  feet  framed,  sixty-eight  feet 
raised,  and  sixty-four  feet  completed. 

On  Tuesday,  the  17th,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Paine  with  one  company  of  this  command 
to  make  some  repairs  and  renewals  of  the  works  on  a  part  of  tlio  Ninth  Corps  front. 
The  work  required  was  as  foUftws:  A  now  magazine  to  be  constructed  in  Battery  10; 
in  Fort  Morton,  two  magazines  to  be  floored  and  sheathed;  in  Fort  Sedgwick,  one 
magazine  to  be  sheathed  and  another  to  be  sheathed  and  drained;  in  Fort  Davis,  the 
magazines  in  the  salients  to  be  strengthened  and  three  drains  under  the  par.apeta  to 
be  framed  and  lined.  Lieutenant  Paine  reports  all  the  above-mentioned  work  com- 
pleted, except  revetting  one  of  the  drains  in  Fort  Davis ;  this  will  be  completed 
to-morrow,  if  the  weather  permits. 

On  Thursday,  the  19th,  I  sent  Captain  Dolan  with  his  compiiny  to  repair  Forts 
Stevenson,  Blaisdell,  Patrick  Kelly,  and  Bross.  In  the  construction  of  these  forts 
too  little  beru),  in  most  cases,  had  been  left  for  works  that  were  to  be  maintained 
for  .any  considerable  length  of  time.  The  consequence  was  that  the  scarp  in  many 
]>larcs  had  caved  into  the  ditch,  and  in  some  instances  the  parapet  had  followed  the 
scarp.  Seven  hundred  men  from  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  reported  to  Captain  Dolan, 
and  for  the  past  two  days  these  men,  together  with  the  one  comp.any  of  engineer 
troops,  have  been  at  work  upon  Forts  Stevenson,  Blaisdell,  and  Bross.  Nothing  has 
as  yet  been  done  on  Fort  Patrick  Kelly.  The  amount  and  character  of  the  repairs 
upon  these  forts  will  be  best  described  when  they  are  completed. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th,  I  placed  the  following  officers  of  this  command  in  charge 
of  corduroy  roads:  Lieutenant  Warfield,  all  roads  within  the  lines  of  the  army  from 
the  .Jerusjilem  plank  road  to  the  defenses  of  City  Point ;  Lient«nant  Bacon,  all  roads 
between  the  Jernsalcm  plank  road  and  the  Weldon  railway ;  Lieutenant  La  Grange, 
all  roads  from  the  Weldon  railway  tr)  the  southern  limit  of  the  lines  occupied  by  the 
Second  Corps.     During  the  past  week  these  ofHcers,  with  details  from  this  command 
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and  details  of  men  and  teams  from  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps,  have  built  several  addi- 
tional bridges  and  put  the  corduroy  roads  upon  their  respective  sections  in  good 
repair. 

During  the  week  456  gabions  have  been  made  by  my  men  and  brought  into  camp ; 
also,  twenty  sections  of  chevaux-de-frise.  Six  sections  of  the  latter  and  a  coil  of 
wire  were  sent  to  Fort  Sedgwick  this  morning,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Taylor,  with 
directions  to  instruct  the  o£Bcers  commanding  the  garrison  as  to  the  manner  of  fast- 
ening these  sections  together  with  wire.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  drawings  of  the  wooden  and  canvas  pontoon  wagons,  showing  the  modifications 
aud  improvements  it  has  been  found  advisable  to  introduce  in  actual  practice  in  the 
field.  I  have  also  sent  for  a  French  pontoon  truck,  and  will  have  it  arranged  aud 
rebuilt  for  the  canvas  train. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
Major  of  Engineers,  Brevet  Colonel,  TJ.  S.  Army. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Armies  in  the  Field. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  op  the  Chief  Engineer, 

January  30, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engi- 
neering operations  in  this  army  for  the  week  ending  January  28, 1865 : 

Brevet  Major  Harwood  was  in  command  of  the  battalion  of  U.  S. 
Engineers,  and  had  charge  of  repairs  from  Fort  Bross  to  Port  Dushaue. 
Brevet  Captain  Benyaurd  assisted  Colonel  Duane,  chief  engineer,  in 
the  construction  of  batteries  on  the  James  Eiver.  Brevet  Captain 
Howell  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  Fort  Fisher  and  of  the  bat- 
tery to  the  right  of  Port  Welch;  he  also  had  charge  of  the  repairs  of 
the  line  from  Battery  24  to  Fort  Dushane.  Lieutenant  Heap  inspected 
the  line  from  Fort  McGilvery  to  Fort  Alex.  Hays. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  weekly  report  of  Bvt.  Col.  I.  Spauld- 
ing,  commanding  detachment  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers, 
will  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  upon  which  his  command 
has  been  engaged : 

The  severity  of  the  weather  during  the  past  week,  and  the  depth  to  which  the 
ground  was  frozen,  has  prevented  any  considerable  progress  being  made  where  the 
digging  and  dressing  of  the  banks  have  been  priucii>ally  near  tlie  surface.  The  old 
revetment  has  been  removed  from  the  battery  near  Fort  Keene,  most  of  the  new  revet- 
ment put  in  and  the  parapet  raised,  the  three  embrasures  revetted  with  gabions 
and  fagots;  three  platforms  laid,  the  barbettes  partially  built,  and  the  gate  at  the 
entrance  completed.  Upon  the  signal  tower  the  balance  of  the  framing  has  been 
completed,  and  a  mast  placed  in  position  for  raising  the  next  section.  Brevet  Major 
Hine  reports  that  it  only  requires  a  few  days  of  mild  weather  now  to  push  the  work 
rapidly  toward  completion.  During  the  week  but  little  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  repairs  of  the  forts  on  the  rear  line.  Captain  Dolan  reports  that  aa  soon 
as  the  ground  is  thawed  he  can  complete  the  work  on  Forts  Stevenson  and  Blaisdell 
in  one  day,  and  that  ou  Fort  Bross  in  three  days.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  on 
Fort  Patrick  Kelly.  The  unfinished  work  on  Fort  Davis  has  been  completed.  Dur- 
ing the  week  Lieutenant  La  Grange,  witli  small  details  from  this  regiment  and  from 
the  Second  Corps,  has  repaired  the  corduroy  roads  near  the  Yellow  House  and  near 
the  Poplar  Grove  Church;  also  built  a  corduroy  bridge  across  the  creek  between 
Forts  Cummings  and  Emery.  For  the  past  two  days  Captain  Dexter  has  been 
engaged  with  his  company  in  hewing  and  preparing  gun  platforms  for  B'ort  Fisher. 
These  platforms  are  fourteen  by  eighteen  feet.  Up  to  this  time  materials  for  about 
seven  platforms  have  been  delivered.  Eight  sections  of  chevaux-de-frise  have  been 
made  during  the  week. 

Ou  the  morning  of  the  23d  I  received  an  order  from  Lionteuant-General  Grant, 
thrdugh  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Micliler,  to  have  500  feet  of  wooden  pontoon 
bridging  ready  to  move  at  short  uutice.    It  was  not  stated  whether  poatouiera  would 
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be  required  or  not,  but  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  three  companies  (Captain 
McGrath  commanding)  to  the  train  near  City  Point,  with  directions  to  have  the 
trains  ready  to  move  at  once  when  ordered.  During  the  afternoon  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Michler  sent  me  another  message  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  directing  that 
600  feet  of  pontoon  bridge  should  bo  immediately  prepared  for  shipment  at  Citv 
Point.  By  the  advice  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Michler  I  proceeded  in  person  to  City  Point 
to  ascertain  definitely  what  was  required  and  to  superintend  operations  in  person 
There  I  was  informed  the  animals  were  to  be  shipped  with  the  trains  and  pontoniers 
sent  with  them.  The  next  morning  you  informed  me  that,  after  consultation  with 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  it  had  been  decided  to  send  a  company  of  the  Fifteenth 
New  York  "Volunteer  Engineers  as  pontoniers.  I  accordingly  invoiced  the  train  to 
Captain  Lewis,  commanOing  the  company  designated  by  Colonel  Brainerd  com- 
manding the  regiment.  This  train  consisted  of  thirty  boats  (equal  to  620  feet  of 
bridging),  including  all  the  necessary  material  and  appliances  for  constructin"  the 
bridge  or  bridges  and  for  moving  them  by  land  or  water,  also  army  wagons  for  the 
use  of  the  pontoniers  and  quartermaster,  and  a  little  more  than  half  the  usual 
number  of  forage  wagons.  The  animals  and  quartermaster's  stores  were  turned 
over  to  Captain  Lewis'  lieutenant,  acting  quartermaster  of  the  train.  I  left  Captain 
McGrath,  with  one  company,  at  Colonel  Brainerd's  request,  to  assist  in  loading  the 
train,  and  two  companies  were  returned  to  this  camp.  Up  to  this  time  the  steamer 
designated  for  the  transportation  of  this  train  has  not  arrived  at  City  Point. 

On  the  24th  I  left  a  memorandum  with  the  quartermaster  of  the  Engineer  Brigade 
for  boats,  wagons,  and  material  to  be  ordered  from  Washington  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  trains  turned  over  for  shipment,  with  directions  to  have  them  ordered  imme- 
diately. During  my  absence  at  City  Point  an  order  was  received  directing  that  a 
company  of  pontoniers  be  sent  to  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah  to  report  to  Major- 
General  Sheridan,  and  stating  that  the  latter  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  same 
company  and  officers  that  were  with  him  on  the  expedition  last  June.  Company  I, 
commanded  in  June  last  by  W.  W.  Folwell,  as  captain  (now  major),  was  designated. 
This  company  is  now  commanded  by  Capt.  M.  B.  Folwell,  formerly  a  first  lieuten- 
ant in  the  same  company.  I  met  the  officers  of  the  company  at  City  Point,  and  also 
Major  Folwell.  There  I  arranged  with  Major  Folwell  that  he  should  proceed  to  the 
Valley  of  the  Shenandoah  and  remain  there  with  Captain  Folwell  until  the  pontoon 
train  ( understood  to  be  in  course  of  preparation  there)  was  ready  for  the  field,  when 
he  sbonld  return  to  these  headquarters.  Directions  to  this  effect  were  sent  by  Major 
Folwell  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  to  Major-General  Sheridan. 

Very  respectfully,  yout  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army, 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Baenabd, 

Chief  Engineer,  Armies  in  the  Field. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Engineer  Department, 

February  13, 1865. 
Sir  :  The  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  F.  Harwood, 
commanding  battalion  of  TJ.  S.  Engineers,  and  from  that  of  Brevet 
Colonel  Spaulding,  commanding  detachment  Fiftieth  New  York  Volun- 
teer Engineers,  will  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  engineering 
operations  for  the  week  ending  February  11, 1865: 

Brevet  Major  Harwood  was  in  command  of  the  battalion  of  engineers,  and  was 
.ittached  to  the  Fifth  Corps  headquarters  during  the  active  operations  of  the  5th, 
lith,  and  7th  instant,  and  established  and  constructed  a  line  near  Hatcher's  Ruu,  at 
ciKssing  of  the  Vaughan  road.  Brevet  Captain  Benyaurd  was  attached  to  cavalry 
division  during  the  active  operations  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  and  assisted  Major 
Harwood  to  establish  the  line  from  Fort  Sampson  to  Hatcher's  Run;  also  was  on  u, 
reconnaissance  near  Fort  Sedgwick.  Brevet  Captain  Howell  was  attached  to  Sec- 
ond Corps  headquarters  during  the  active  operations  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  and 
assisted  Major  Harwood  to  establish  the  line  from  Fort  Sampson  to  Hatcher's  Run, 
and  was  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  line  from  Fort  Sampson  to  Hatcher's 
Run.  Lieutenant  Heap  was  in  command  of  the  battalion  when  in  the  rifle-pits  on 
the  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  and  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  battery  at  Hatcher's 
Run  near  crossing  of  Vaughan  road. 
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From  Colonel  Spaiilding's  report: 

The  weatlier  has  been  so  cold  and  windy  during  the  past  week  that  bnt  little  could 
be  done  on  the  signal  tower.  The  posts  have  all  been  raised  and  secured  in  their 
positions  and  twenty-six  additional  feet  of  the  tower  completed  at  this  date.  Bre- 
vet Major  Hine  reports  that  three  or  four  days  of  mild  weather  will  enable  him  to 
complete  the  work. 

On  the  4tU  instant  Captain  Dexter,  with  a  detail  of  two  companies  from  this  com- 
mand, commenced  delivering  material  for  and  constructing  a  strong  line  of  abatis 
around  Fort  Fisher.  On  the  5th  this  abatis  was  completed  on  the  front  and  flanks, 
and  suflScient  material  delivered  for  extending  it  along  the  rear  face,  but  this  could 
not  be  placed  in  position  until  the  camps  in  that  vicinity  were  removed.  Tliia  abatis 
was  further  strengthened  by  two  lines  of  wire  interlaced  with  the  branches  and  a 
wire  entanglement  placed  in  front  of  the  abatis. 

On  the  6th  Captain  Dexter  commenced  opening  a  road  from  Fort  Cummings  to 
Armstrong's  Mill,  on  Hatcher's  Run.  The  details  for  this  work  were,  two  companies 
from  this  eomm.and  from  the  6th  to  the  9th,  inclusive,  14  teams  from  the  Second 
Corps  on  the  8th  instant,  and  400  men  and  40 teams  from  the  Ninth  Corps  on  the  9th. 
The  work  was  linished  on  the  evening  of  the  9tb,  having  constructed  double  cordu- 
roy bridges  over  all  the  ravines  and  low  grounds  and  cut  a  double  track  through  the 
timber. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  I  sent  Brevet  Major  Van  Brocklin,  with  four  companies 
of  this  command,  to  report  to  you  on  the  Vanghan  road,  near  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's 
Run.  On  the  6th  this  detachment  was  engaged  in  repairing  the  Vanghan  road,  build- 
ing cordnroy  bridges  over  sm.ill  stre.ims,  &c.  At  9  p.  m.  of  the  6th  M.ijor  Van 
Brocklin  received  orders  from  you  to  construct  an  additional  bridge  over  Hatcher's 
Run.  This  bridge  was  about  250  feet  in  length;  the  material  was  carried  from  the 
woods  by  Major  Van  Brockliu's  detachment,  and  the  bridge  completed  about  1.30 
a.  m.  of  the  7th  instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7tli  I  sent  an  additional  company  from  this  regiment  to 
report  to  Major  Van  Brocklin,  and  ho  commenced  the  construction  of  a  permanent 
corduroy  road  from  Hatcher's  Run  to  Fort  Siebert.  TIio  following  details  have 
been  engaged  on  this  work:  Febriiary  7,  five  companies  Fiftieth  Engineers  and  20 
teams  from  Second  Corps;  February  8,  live  companies  Fiftieth  Engineers  and  2,000 
men  and  100  teams  from  Second  Corps;  February  9,  five  companies  Fiftieth  Engi- 
neers and  2,000  men  and  100  teams  from  Fifth  Corps;  February  10,  five  companies 
Filtieth  Engineers  and  2,000  men  ami  100  teams  from  the  Fiftli  Corps.  This  cordu- 
roy road  is  now  completed  for  about  three  miles,  with  the  exception  of  covering  a 
portion  of  it  with  earth. 

On  the  8th  Major  Van  Brocklin,  leaving  Captain  V.an  Rensselaer  in  temporary 
charge  of  the  work  on  the  corduroy  ro:id,  made  a  reconnaissance  for  an  extension  of 
the  U.  S.  military  railroad  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and  reported  the  result  to  Colonel  Batch- 
elder,  chief  quartermaster,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

On  the  9th  Captain  Van  Rensselaer  took  charge  of  the  unfinished  work  on  Fort 
Fisher,  this  work  having  been  turned  over  to  him  by  Captain  Howell. 

The  repairs  of  the  several  forts  on  the  rear  line,  which  were  commenced  on  the  19th 
of  .January  by  Captain  Dolan,  were  as  follows:  At  Fort  Stevenson,  the  ramps,  ban- 
ijuettes,  and  gun  platforms  reqijired  repairs,  aboutfiftyfeet  of  the  scarp  on  each  face  to 
be  revetted,  gratings  to  be  placed  over  the  drains,  the  entrances  of  three  magazines  to 
be  revetted,  and  the  exterior  slope  to  bo  removed  from  the  berni  and  dressed  off;  at 
Fort  Blaisdell,  the  whole  revetment  and  parapet  were  to  be  moved  in  four  feet,  gnu 
platforms,  Jianqnettes,  ramps,  and  embrasures  to  be  rebuilt.  The  above  works  in 
these  two  forts  are  completed.  The  work  on  Fort  Patrick  Kelly  was  about  the  same 
as  that  on  Fort  Blaisdell.  The  revetment  on  this  fort  has  been  inoved  in  and  the  bar- 
bettes nearly  completed,  but  owing  to  troops  being  taken  away  for  the  late  move- 
ment on  Hatcher's  Run,  the  work  on  this  fort  was  suspended.  The  work  ou  Fort 
Bross  required  the  revetment  and  par.apet  to  be  moved  in  four  feet,  the  ditch  to  bo 
drained,  embrasures  cut  in  the  parapet  and  revetted,  and  a  magazine  to  be  built. 
This  work  is  completed  except  the  earth  work  in  moving  the  parapet;  it  was  left 
unfinished  at  the  time  of  the  lato  movoof  tlie  army.  Tocompleto  these  works  would 
]>robably  require  a  detail  of  .about  400  men  for  throe  days.  Four  hundred  andninet.\- 
six  g.abions  have  been  made  during  the  week  and  brought  into  camp,  .and  480  is.snii! 
at  Fort  Fisher,  the  battery  on  the  left  of  this  fort,  and  for  repairs  of  the  works  ou  tht- 
Niiitli  Corjis  line. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  DUANE, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 
Bvt.  M:\\.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  E'lujineer,  Armies  in  the  Field,  City  Foint,  Va. 
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Headquabteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 

February  80,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engineer- 
ing operations  in  this  army  for  the  week  ending  February  18, 1865: 

Bvt.  Maj.  F.  Harwood  was  in  command  of  the  Engineer  Battalion 
and  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  line  at  Hatcher's  Eun,  near 
crossing  of  Vaughan  road.  Brevet  Captain  Benyaurd  inspected  the 
line  on  Sixth  Corps  front  with  a  view  to  making  entanglements,  and 
also  inspected  the  line  from  Fort  McGilvery  to  Fort  Howard.  Brevet 
Captain  Howell  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  line  from  Fort 
Sampson  to  near  Hatcher's  Eun.  Lieutenant  Heap  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  a  battery  at  Hatcher's  Eun  near  crossing  of  Vaughan 
road,  and  of  a  two-gun  battery  on  Vaughan  road  near  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Eun.  This  officer  also  inspected  the  line  on  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps  front  with  a  view  to  verify  the  position  of  pickets.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  are  made  from  the  report  of  Brevet  Colonel  Spaulding, 
commanding  Fiftieth  I^ew  York  Volunteer  Engineers: 

The  signal  tower  is  so  nearly  completed  that  it  will  bo  probably  finished  to-mor- 
row. In  the  next  weekly  report  drawings  of  the  tower  will  bo  furnished,  with  a 
detailed  description  of  the  work.  The  work  upon  Fort  Fisher  has  progressed  as 
rapidly  as  the  state  of  the  weather  would  permit.  Brevet  Captain  Van  Rensselaer 
reports  three-fourths  of  the  parapets  completed,  and  the  remainder  one-half  com- 
plete. Platforms  are  laid  for  three  barbette  and  three  embrasure  guns,  and  two 
additional  embrasure  gjins  will  be  added  to-morrow.  This  fort  can  be  finished, 
except  the  inner  works,  in  four  or  five  days.  No  bomb-proofs,  magazines,  or  trav- 
erses have  yet  been  commenced  in  this  fort.  The  battery  on  tlie  left  of  Fort  Fisher 
(also  in  charge  of  Brevet  Captain  Van  Rensselaer)  has  had  during  the  week  seven 
platforms  and  two  magazines  added,  the  parapets  and  traverses  finished,  and  the 
work  is  now  complete,  mounting  eleven  guns.  Brevet  Major  Van  Brocklin  reports 
that  on  the  11th  and  13th  instant  tho  worlc  was  continueil  on  tlio  corduroy  road 
from  Fort  Siebert  to  Hatcher's  Run,  tlie  details  for  the  work  consisting  of  five  com- 
panies of  this  regiment  and  twenty-five  teams  from  the  Fiftli  Corps.  The  road  w.as 
completed  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant.  With  very  few  intervals,  tlieroisnow 
a  continuous  corduroy  road  from  the  first  stream  south  of  Fort  Siebert  to  Hatcher's 
Run,  and  a  double  track  over  all  the  streams  and  low  grounds.  Captain  Dexter  has 
been  engaged  with  his  company  in  getting  out  platform  timber.  During  the  week 
he  has  had  hewn  and  delivered  at  Fort  Fislierand  the  battery  on  its  left  3,523  super- 
ficial feet  of  timber,  equal  to  fourteen  platforms. 

During  the  week  204  fascines  have  been  madcs  and  delivered  at  Fort  Fisher  and 
the  eleven-gun  buttery;  693  gabions  li.avcalso  been  made  and  brought  into  camp;  of 
these,  417  have  been  is  jued  for  Fort  Fisher  and  for  repairing  the  works  on  the  Ninth 
Corps  front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  8.  Army. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Armies  in  the  Field. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 

February  27, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engineer- 
ing operations  in  this  army  for  the  week  ending  February  25, 1805 : 

Brevet  Major  Harwood  was  in  command  of  the  Battalion  of  Engi- 
neers, and  inspected  the  line  from  Hatcher's  Eun  to  Fort  Fisher;  also 
inspected  rifle-pits  on  Hatcher's  Eun.    Lieutenants  Heap  and  Pliillips 
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were  in  charge  of  luiying  abatis  sirouud  the  tote-de-poiit  at  crossing  of 
Viiughan  road  near  Hatcher's  Euii.  The  latter  officer  also  inspected 
the  line  from  Fort  Cunimings  to  Fort  McMahon,  and  assisted  Major 
Harwood  in  the  inspection  of  rifle-pits  on  Hatcher's  Itun.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  Avcekly  report  of  Brevet  Colonel  Spanlding,  com- 
manding Fiftieth  New  York  Engineers,  will  show  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  engineering  duties  upon  which  the  officers  and  men  of  his  com- 
mand have  been  engaged : 

Lieutenant  Van  Rensselaer  reports  the  parapets  of  Fort  Fisher  nearly  finisbod. 
The  work  is  ready  for  lifteen  guns  and  is  inclosed  with  abatis.  The  whole  fort  will 
))robably  be  completed  to-morrow,  except  the  interior  works,  and  these  have  not  yet 
been  commenced.  On  the  21st  Brevet  Major  Van  Brocklin  commenced  the  work  of 
corduroying  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  and  has  been  working  an  average  detail  of  300 
men  and  50  teams  from  the  Second  Army  Corps.  This  work  is  about  one-half  done, 
and  will  require  about  three  days  of  fjood  weather  to  iinish  it. 

On  the  20th,  21st,  and  22d  Lieutenant  Bacon  was  engaged  in  covering  the  cordu- 
roy on  the  Vaughan  road  and  building  additional  bridges  and  sluices  over  streams 
and  swamps.  The  average  detail  for  this  work  was  200  men  from  the  Fifth  Corps 
and  100  men  and  10  teams  from  tlie  Second  Cor])s. 

During  the  week  Lieutenant  La  Grange,  with  a  part  of  one  company  of  this  regi- 
ment, has  hewn  out  and  delivered  at  Fort  Fisher  2,315  supcrlicial  feet  of  timber  ibr 
gun  platforms  and  115  lineal  feet  of  sleepers. 

For  the  past  three  dajs  Lieutenant  De  Groot  has  been  engaged  with  one  company 
of  this  command,  and  for  two  days  a  detail  of  400  men  from  the  Ninth  Cor])s,  in  com- 
pleting the  repairs  of  Fort  Patrick  Kelly.  But  little  X)rogres8  has  been  made  to-day 
on  account  of  infantry  detail  not  reporting.  The  gun  platforms  are  completed,  and 
the  parapets  and  drains  nearly  linishcd. 

Sixty-four  fascines  and  300  gabions  have  been  made  during  the  week,  and  64 
fascines  and  273  gabions  have  been  issued  for  use  at  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 
Mii.j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard. 

Chief  Engineer,  Armies  in  the  Field. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Bvt.  TAeut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Michler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  V.  S. 
Army,  of  operations  March  11-18. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 

March  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engineer- 
ing operations  in  this  army  for  the  week  ending  March  18, 1865: 

Brevet  Major  Harwood  was  in  command  of  the  Engineer  Battalion. 
Brevet  Captain  Benyaurd  inspected  Fort  Davis  with  a  view  to  repairs, 
and  was  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  abatis  from  Fort  Prescott  to 
Fort  Davis,  which  is  three-fourths  finished.  First  Lieutenant  Lydecker 
inspected  Fort  Fisher,  which  is  completed  on  the  north  side  and  a  trav- 
erse three-fourths  finished.  First  Lieutenant  Phillips  was  in  charge  of 
a  line  of  works  near  Hatcher's  Run,  which  are  three-fourths  finished. 
Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ford,  commanding  detachment  Fiftieth  New 
York  Volunteer  Engineers,  Avith the  officers  of  his  command,  was  engaged 
as  follows : 

After  making  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  V.aughan  road  and  its  crossing  of 
Ilatchrr's  Kun,  Brovet  Major  Van  Biorklin  commenced  rep.'uring  the  road  and  con- 
structing a  snlistantial  and  penniineiit  bridge  sibove  high-water  mark.  The  old 
bridge  had  been  entirely  swept  away  by  the  late  freshets. 
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On  the  lath  instant  Major  Van  Biocklin  had  completed  a  liridce  over  Hatcher's  Run 
285  feot  in  length,  supported  by  eleven  cribs  each  sixteen  feet  long,  six  feet  wide, 
and  from  two  to  six  feet  high.  The  roadway  of  the  bridge  consists  of  two  tracks, 
each  eight  feet  in  width,  separated  by  a  longitudinal  timber,  firmly  pinned  to  the 
corduroy  flooring.  In  repairing  the  corduroy  on  the  Vaughan  road,  which  was  only 
slightly  damaged,  Company  E  only  was  employed  one  day.  In  constructing  the 
bridge  Major  Van  Brocklin  worked  his  own  and  Company  C  from  the  11th  to  the  15th 
instant,  inclusive,  and  an  average  often  teams  daily  from  the  Fifth  Corps. 

On  the  13th  instant  Lieutenant  Taylor  with  Company  G  repaired  and  put  in 
thorough  order  the  Squirrel  Level  road.  On  the  13th  and  14th  Lieutenant  Lang 
with  a  portion  of  Company  H,  and  a  detail  on  the  13th  of  200  men  and  40  teams  from 
the  Ninth  Corps,  constructed  and  put  in  380  feet  of  abatis  around  Fort  Blaisdell, 
completing  the  work,  and  repaired  the  damages  caused  to  the  banquette  of  Fort 
Stevenson  by  the  late  rains. 

Lieutenant  La  Grange,  in  continuing  the  work  on  the  road  between  the  Wyatt 
house  and  Warren's  Station,  has  corduroyed  1,200  yards,  making  a  total  of  3,600 
yards.  He  has  worked  three  companies  of  this  command  for  two  days  and  two  com- 
panies for  three  days,  and  an  average  daily  detail  of  660  men  and  59  teams  from  the 
Fifth  Corps.  On  the  11th  and  12th  the  weather  prevented  any  progress  in  the  work, 
and  on  the  14th  the  teams  did  not  report  until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Brevet  Captain  Van  Rensselaer,  iu  charge  of  Fort  Fisher,  has  completed  two  trav- 
erses in  that  work,  each  sixty  feet  in  length  and  each  containing  a  magazine  eight- 
een feet  long;  a  third  traverse,  to  protect  the  gnus  in  the  western  curtain,  is  one- 
third  finished.  The  entire  parapet  has  been  rMlressed,  on  account  of  the  damage 
caused  by  the  heavy  rains. 

On  the  15th  instant  Captain  Jackson,  with  Companies  B  and  H,  reported  to  Cap- 
tain Bunyaurd,  near  Fort  Prescott,  and  on  the  16th  commenced  the  reconstruction 
of  Battery  22  and  a  line  of  abatis  between  Forts  Davis  and  Prescott.  The  work  on 
the  battery  conld  not  be  continued,  the  enemy  having  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  on  the  working  parties.  At  dark  it  was  again  commenced,  but  again  inter- 
rupted by  the  severe  storm. 

On  the  17th  the  work  was  pushed  with  but  little  interruption,  and  Captain  Jack- 
son reports  that  the  parapet  has  reached  its  full  licight  and  the  revetment  is  finished; 
that  one  traverse  is  nearly  completed,  the  timber  for  the  gun  platforms  on  the  ground 
and  ready,  and  1,000  feet  of  ab.atis  already  put  iu.  He  hopes  to  complete  the  work 
on  Sunday.,  the  19th  instant,  or  thereabouts. 

During  the  week  I  have  employed  all  the  men  in  the  detachment,  not  elsewhere 
engaged,  in  repairing  and  improving  the  roads  in  the  immediate  vicinity  and  in  con- 
structing gabions  for  Fort  Fisher,  Battery  22,  and  the  entire  line. 

In  the  topographical  department  the  triaugnlation  party  are  pushing 
forward  the  surveys  between  Fort  Siebert  and  Hatcher's  Run,  and  iu 
the  ofQce  campaign  maps  are  being  prepared. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  MICHLEK, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  8.  Army. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Armies  Operating  against  Richmond, 

City  Point,  Va. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Maj.  Frank  W.  Hess,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Battalion  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

February  8,  1865. 
In  compliance  with  orders  received  on  Saturday  evening,  February 
4, 1  reported,  at  C  a.  ni.  on  the  5th  instant,  with  my  command,  to  Major- 
General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps,  and  was  sent  by  him 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  commanding  division,  Second 
Corps.  My  orders  given  me  by  General  Smyth  were  to  send  a  detach- 
ment of  fifty  men,  under  command  of  a  commissioned  officer,  on  the 
road  leaiUng  from  the  Vaughan  roud  to  Armstrong's  Mill.    The  rest  of 
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tlie  battiilion  was  to  take  the  advauce  of  the  infantry  moving  up  the 
Vaughan  road ;  to  drive  the  enemy's  vedettes  beyond  PTatcher's  Knn, 
and,  if  possible,  to  force  the  crossing  at  (Jummiugs'  Ford.  Lieutenant 
Ewing,  who  had  command  of  the  detachment  moving  toward  Arm- 
strong's Ford,  was  also  directed  to  drive  in  the  vedettes  and  secure  the 
crossing. 

The  advauce  of  the  column  ou  the  Vaughan  road  struck  the  enemy's 
vedettes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cummiugs  house,  chaiged  them,  and 
drove  them  down  the  road  to  the  ford.  Captain  Stillo,  who  commanded 
the  advance,  was  ordered  to  follow  them  closely  and  to  charge  the  ford. 
This  Avas  done,  but  the  obstructions  placed  there  by  the  enemy  rendered 
it  impossible  for  cavalry  to  cross.  This  I  reported  to  Brigadier-General 
De  Trobrland,  commanding  brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 
Avhose  contmand  was  supporting  the  cavalry.  At  about  11  o'clock,  a 
bridge  having  been  constructed,  I  moved  my  command  across  Hatcher's 
Run  and,  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  Major-General  Humphreys,  took 
the  road  leading  to  Armstrong's  Ford,  in  order  to  open  communication 
with  the  troops  crossing  at  that  point..  I  was  also  directed  to  post  a 
picket  of  thirty  men  at  Dabuey's  Mill.  At  about  a  quarter  of  a.  mile 
from  the  Cummings  Ford  my  advance  came  upon  the  enemy's  skirmish 
line,  formed  along  the  edge  of  a  wood  and  posted  behind  a  fence.  Com- 
pany A,  commanded  by  Captain  Stills,  was  dismounted  aud  ordered  to 
drive  them  back,  but  found  them  too  strong.  I  ordered  Company  E, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  King,  to  charge,  mounted,  on  Captain 
Stille's  left,  and  Company  M,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  O'Donovan, 
to  charge  ou  the  right  of  Captain  Still6.  This  was  done;  live  prisoners 
were  taken ;  the  enemy  was  driven  away  from  the  fence  and  forced  back 
into  the  woods,  where  I  found  them  in  considerable  force.  This  I 
reported  to  Major-General  Humphreys,  and  was  directed  by  him  to 
return  to  the  Vaughan  road,  and  open  communication  with  the  Fifth 
Corps  at  J.  Hargrave's  house.  At  about  two  miles  from  the  Cummings 
Ford  my  advance,  under  Lieutenant  Frazer,  Company  D,  encountered 
the  enemy  stationed  along  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The 
advance  charged  down  the  Vaughan  road,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
command,  and  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  General  De  Trobriand's  brigade,  Tliird  Division,  Second 
Corps,  and  moved  forward  until  the  column  of  the  Fifth  t!orps  was 
seen  on  the  lleams'  Station  road.  I  reported  to  Major-General  Warren, 
and  then  returned  to  General  Humphreys,  informing  him  that  the  road 
was  open.  Until  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  (Ith  detachments  of 
the  battalion  patrolled  the  Vaughan  road.  I  was  then  directed  to  take 
my  command  back  to  the  Cummings  house  and  await  further  orders. 
At  3  p.  m.  on  the  Gth  instant  I  was  directed  by  Major-General  Hum- 
phreys to  return  to  the  camp  at  the  Aiken  house.  The  only  loss  suf- 
fered was  2  men  killed  and  3  wounded;  10  horvses  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  6th  instant,  at  8  a.  m.,  I  was  directed  to  move  out  of  camp  Avitli 
my  command  and  arrest  all  stragglers  found  on  the  roads,  and  to  report 
with  them  to  Brevet  Major-General  Webb  at  Cummings'  Ford.  About 
500  men  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Corps  were  taken  to  the  front,  but,  being 
unable  to  find  General  Webb,  I  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Locke, 
assistant  adjutant-general.  Fifth  Corps,  and  was  directed  by  him  to 
turn  them  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  corps.  I  was  then  ordered 
to  return  to  camp. 

On  the  7th  instant  an  order  was  received  from  the  provost-marshal- 
general's  office  directing  me  to  proceed  to  the  camps  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
and  drive  up  to  the  front  all  the  men  I  could  find  there.    About  100 
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men  were  arrested  and  about  fifty  more  were  lound  on  the  road,  and 
turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  corps.  I  then  returned  with 
the  battalion  to  camp. 

,,  .      ^  ,.       „  F.  W.  HESS. 

Major,  Gommandinfi  Battalion,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Oapt.  Ph.  Schuyler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ocneral. 


No.  9. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot,  First  Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery,  commanding  Siege  Train,  of  operations  January  1-March31. 

Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadicay  Landing,  Va.,  March  2, 1865. 

General:  In  obedience  to  the  circular  of  July  29, 1864, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  operations  during  the  month 
of  January  last.  The  amount  of  firing  is  shown  by  the  following  table : 
Coehorn  mortar,  219;  8-inch  siege  mortar,  630;  10-inch  siege  mortar,  15 ; 
10  inch  sea  coast  mortar,  144;  30-pouuder  I»arrott,  879;  4i-inch  gun,  3; 
100  pounder  Parrott,  209;  field  guns,  137  rounds;  making  a  total  of 
2,242  rounds,  weighing  about  fifty-one  tons,  or  at  a  rate  of  about  1.6 
tons  daily. 

The  most  important  event  during  the  month  on  these  lines  was  the 
attempt  of  the  rebel  fleet  to  pass  the  obstructions  in  James  River  on 
the  night  of  January  23,  when  I  think  it  may  fairly  be  claimed  that  my 
batteries  prevented  a  serious  disaster.  Three  rams,  the  wooden  guu- 
boat  Drewry,  a  small  steam  torpedo-boat,  and  perhaps  more,  passed 
Fort  Brady  about  8  j).  m.,  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  They  received 
about  twenty-five  shots  from  the  fort— armament,  two  100-pouiiderPar- 
rotts  and  three  30-pounder  Parrotts.  The  fort  was  instantly  opened 
upon  by  the  rebel  land  batteries,  mounting  some  dozen  guns,  and  their 
fire  soon  disabled  one  of  the  100-pounder  guns.  The  fleet  passed  ou  to 
a  point  near  the  rebel  Hewlett  Battery,  out  of  range  of  Fort  Brady. 
My  batteries  below  Fort  Brady  were  three  in  number:  Parsons  and 
Wilcox — armament,  one  100-pounder  Parrott  and  one  10-inch  sea-coast 
mortar;  Spoftbrd — armament,  one  30-pounder  Parrott,  placed  in  iwsi- 
tion  about  7  a.  m. ;  and  Sawyer — annament,  one  100-pounder  Parrott 
and  two  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars.  About  10  p.  in.  a  ram  succeeded  iu 
reaching  and  began  removing  the  obstructions,  receiving  thirty-one 
shots  from  the  mortar  in  Wilcox  and  nine  from  those  in  Sawyer,  with 
musketry  fire  from  all  the  spare  artillerymen  while  so  engaged.  At 
3  a.  m.  one  ram  passed  the  obstructions  and  anchored  about  600  yards 
above  Sawyer,  where  she  remained  for  forty-five  minutes.  This  posi- 
tion was  only  exposed  to  mortar  fire.  One  shell  fired  at  60  degrees 
elevation  struck  her,  and  she  immediately  moved  up  the  river;  nine- 
teen shells  had  been  fired  at  her  while  lying  in  this  position.  During 
the  night  forty-four  rounds  from  the  100-pounder  and  twenty-four  rounds 
I'rom  the  mortar  in  Parsons  and  Wilcox  and  three  rounds  from  the 
100-pounder  in  Sawyer  were  fired  at  the  fleet  above  the  obstructions. 
The  darkness  prevented  the  effect  of  this  fire  from  being  known. 

At  daylight  two  rams  and  the  Drewry  were  discovered  aground  near 
left  bank,  some  1,500  yards  above  Parsons.  Fire  was  at  once  opened 
from  that  batt«ry  with  long  percussion-shell  from  the  100-pounder.  The 
second  shot  struck  the  Drewry  and  the  third  exploded  her  magazine, 
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completely  destroying  her.    The  following;  table  shows  the  Arc  npon 
tlie  tleet  after  daylight,  before  it  escaped  up  the  river,  about  iioou : 


Battery. 

CommaiMling  officer. 

lOO-poundcr. 

10-incli  Boa- 
coast  mortar. 

30-ponuder 
Parrott. 

Hauge, 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Fired. 
25 

aiit. 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Paraou8  and  Wilcox 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Pratt,  1st 
Connecticut  Artillery. 

Lient.  C.  'S.  Silliiuan,  1st 
Counecticiit  ArtiIIei"y. 

Lieut.  E.  P.  Mason,  1st 
Cuuufcticut  Artillery. 

57 

30 

2 

Tardt. 
1  500 

Spoffonl 

62 

27 

1  800 

Sawyer 

21 

7 

31 

2 

2  500 

Total 

78 

37 

50 

4 

02  1      27 

As  soon  as  the  rains  could  get  ailoat  they  retreated  out  of  range, 
near  Hewlett  Battery,  leaving  the  torpedo-boat  aground.  About  3 
a.  in.  on  25th  they  escaped  up  the  river  i)ast  Fort  Brady,  receiving  a 
number  of  rounds  in  the  darkness,  several  of  which  struck  them. 

The  ammunition  used  in  this  engagement  consisted  in  part  of  solid 
shot,  and  in  part  of  shell — percussion  and  time — and  case.  Unfortu- 
nately the  line  of  iire  when  the  rams  were  aground  was  oblique,  and 
the  projectiles  glanced  oft'  without  penetrating.  Officers  on  picket 
directly  opposite,  however,  report  tliat  the  armor  was  started  and 
partially  ripped  off  in  a  number  of  places.  During  the  firing  my  bat- 
teries, especially  Forts  Brady  and  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  were  under  a 
very  heavy  fire  from  the  rebel  land  batteries.  Three  men  were  killed  in 
the  former,  and  a  large  number  slightly  injured  from  fragments,  &c. 
Too  much  commendation  cannot  be  given  to  Captain  Pierce,  command- 
ing Fort  Brady,  and  to  Lieutenants  Pratt,  Mason,  and  Sillimau,  com- 
manding the  other  batteries,  for  their  excellent  conduct.  The  total 
firing,  including  tho.se  fired  in  reply  to  the  rebel  land  batteries,  was 
about  500  rounds  of  siege  ammunition.  Lieut.  W.  G.  Ball,  Thirteenth 
New  York  Artillery,  also  moved  a  20-pounder  Parrott  (field  gun)  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  and  fired  eighty-five  rounds,  at  a  range  of  about 
1,400  yards,  with  creditable  zeal. 

At  6.30  p.  m.  on  January  5  I  received  an  order  from  General  Grant 
to  embark  a  siege  train,  which  ultimately  proved  to  be  destined  for 
Fort  Fisher.  I  was  to  accompany  it  with  a  sufficient  detail  of  artil- 
lerymen from  my  command  and  a  company  of  volunteer  engineers  from 
General  Benham's  brigade,  also  a  small  detachment  from  General 
Graham's  naval  brigade.  During  January  C  I  was  waiting  transporta- 
tion, but  removed  three  companies  of  First  Connecticut  Artillery  from 
the  lines,  and  also  two  30-pounder  Parrotts  and  four  Coehorn  mortars. 
The  propeller  C.  C.  Leary,  841  tons,  reported  at  8  a.  m.  on  January  7, 
and  my  ordnance  officers  at  once  began  loading  her,  from  both  sides, 
with  all  possible  dispatch  with  the  ordnance.  They  employed  about 
150  men.  The  propeller  Scott,  1,086  tons,  reported  at  3  p.  m.,  with 
,50,000  feet  of  lumber  on  board.  By  8  p.  m.  she  was  ready  to  sail,  with 
two  companies  (280  men)  and  thirty-six  mules.  At  7.30  a.  m.  of  January 
8,  the  propeller  Governor  Chase,  746  tons,  reported.  At  noon  she  was 
ready  to  sail,  with  two  companies  (282  men)  and  forty-one  animals. 
During  the  evening  the  three  steamers,  with  my  headquarters  on  the 
Leary,  dropped  down  to  City  Point,  where  I  received  written  orders 
from  General  Grant  to  report  to  General  Terry.  My  command  con- 
sisted of  20  officers,  568  men,  77  animals,  12  wagons,  sixteen  30-pounder 
Parrotts,  20  Coehoms,  with  8,000  rounds  for  former  and  6,600  for  latter, 
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50,000  feet  of  lumber,  &c.  We  took  nineteen  days'  rations,  four  being 
cooked.  We  sailed  at  daylight  of  January  9,  au<l  reached  Tort  Monroe 
that  evening.  On  January  10  we  were  detained  by  a  severe  storm,  but 
sailed  at  8  a.  m.  of  Januaiy  11,  arriving  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  time  to  join  the  fleet  then  starting  for  Fort  Fisher, 
where  we  arrived  about  5  p.  m. 

During  January  13  we  were  ordered  to  remain  on  board.  On  Janu- 
ary 14  I  put  the  engineer  company  on  shore,  with  thirty-seven  animals, 
rations,  forage,  &c.  The  sea  was  too  rough  to  land  the  guns.  The 
steamer  was  anchored,  and  a  warp  of  3-inch  rope,  120  fathoms  long, 
was  secured  to  the  beach.  The  men  were  pulled  ashore  in  snrf-boats, 
and  the  animals  slung,  hoisted  overboai'd,  and  towed  ashore  by  the 
warp.  On  the  15th  the  sea  was  smoother.  I  had  brouglit  three 
launches  and  a  detachment  of  thirty-tivc  men  of  General  Graham's 
naval  brigade,  under  Lieutenant  Nelson,  to  aid  in  disembarking  my 
train.  I  also  received  all  the  assistance  required  from  the  navy.  Act- 
ing Master  Z.  L.  Tanner,  aided  by  Acting  Ensign  L.  Pope,  both  of  the 
liliode  Island,  took  charge  of  removing  the  stores,  &c.,  from  the  ship's 
side  tt>  the  beach,  and  labored  most  faithfully  and  skillfully  on  January 
14  and  15  to  accomplish  all  that  was  possible.  On  January  15,  three 
30-pounder  Parrotts,  complete,  with  ammunition,  &c.,  another  company, 
the  rest  of  the  animals,  the  wagons,  &<;.,  were  unloaded.  Tlie  guns  were 
unloaded  in  the  following  manner:  They  were  raised  from  the  hold, 
and  slung  overboard,  by  using  purchases  from  the  masthead  and  the 
yards  strengthened  by  a  preventer  brace.  They  were  cfirefully  lowered 
overboard,  and  placed  on  the  launch  (one  at  a  trip),  with  very  consid- 
erable risk,  owing  to  the  rolling  of  the  ship.  The  launch  was  then 
pulled  along  the  warp  to  the  edge  of  the  surf,  and  the  gun  rolled  over- 
board. It  was  then  dragged  np  by  about  200  men  pulling  upon  a  rope 
secured  to  it.  It  was  a  slow  and  dangerous  process,  and  only  possible 
in  a  very  smooth  sea.  The  carriages,  ammunition,  &c.,  were  landed  in 
a  similar  way. 

Fort  Fisher  was  carried  by  assault  on  the  evening  of  Jannary  15, 
and  the  disembarkation  of  my  train  was  nt  once  suspended.  (Japtaiu 
Hatfield,  my  ordnance  ofBcer,  was  ordered  by  me  tf)  make  a  survey  of 
the  fort.  A  copy  of  his  sketch  will  be  forwarded  to  the  department 
upon  his  return  from  a  leave  of  absence. 

The  following  list  of  captured  guns  was  taken : 


Smooth-bore  ordnance. 


ll-inch  Brooke. 

ID  iucli  colunibincl 

10  inch  sea-coaat  mortar . .  - 

8-iii4-li  uoliiuibiad 

:t2-|ioiiuder,  iron 

^2-|iOinuler  caiTonade 

24-poiiDder,  iron 

24.p«iinder  Coehom  (iron) . 
12-panniler  howitzer,  U.  S. . 
I'i-poundcr  liowitzer,  T.  F-- 
12.])0under  gun,  U.S 

G-poimder  gun,  U.  S 

C- pounder  gun  (iron) 

1.5-inch  gnu 

Volley  gun 


Total . 


Good 
order. 


4G 


Dis- 
abled, 


Totiil. 


Rided  ordnance. 


8ineh  Arm.<i  trong  (150. 
pounder). 

H-inch  lilakely 

7-in('b  Itrooke,  double  baiidH. 

0.4inch  Pai  lott,  U.S 

(i.4.inc)i  Brooke,  double 
bandH. 

6.4-)ncb.  Bjngle  baud 

G.4-ilM-.b ,  no  b:illd.s 

5.8-iiicb,  itn  bandti 

4.G-iiic,li  Hlakely 

4.2-imvh  Parrott  (No.  2)  - .  - . 

4.2-inch,  banded 

.l-incli  banded  Kiobmoud. . . 

:j-incli  Whitwortb 

2.2  inch  Whitwortb, muzzle- 
loader. 

Total 


(■nod 
order. 


l)ia- 
ibletl. 


Tiilal. 
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Many  of  Hie  carriages  of  tlie  guns  in  good  order  were  disabled. 
Immense  quantities  of  ammunition,  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  were  taken. 

On  January  20  a  storm  drove  my  vessels  to  sea,  where  they  remained 
on  the  following  day,  returning  on  22d.  On  this  date  General  Terry 
relieved  myself  and  staff,  ordering  me  to  report  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant  in  person,  leaving  my  connnand  temporarily  to  garrison  Fort 
Fisher  and  my  train  afloat  at  Beaufort,  N.  <J.  I  arrived  at  City  Point 
on  January  24,  when  General  (irant  at  once  ordered  my  train  and  three 
companies  back  to  these  lines,  and  placed  me  specially  in  charge  of 
preparing  additional  land  batteries  to  oppose  the  rebel  fleet.  After 
making  all  needed  arrangements  for  placing  four  more  lOO-pounder 
Parrotts  and  three  more  30  pounder  Parrotts  in  i)osition  on  James  River, 
I  received  a  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days,  starting  on  January  27. 

^Vith  reference  to  such  an  expedition  as  that  at  Fort  Fisher,  I  am 
fully  of  the  oi)inion  that  the  ordnance  (siege)  should  be  loaded  on  side- 
wheel  steamers,  on  account  of  their  greater  steadiness.  There  are  very 
few  days  in  the  winter  when  a  30-pouuder  Parrott  can  be  landed  from 
a  propeller  on  an  open  beach. 

On  relieving  me  General  Terry  published  an  order,  a  copy  of  which 
I  inclose  herewith. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Bvf.  Brig.  Gen.  of  Volunteers,  Captain  of  Ungineers,  U.  8,  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer,  V.  S.  Army. 

Ilm'loaiire.l 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  11.  )  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  22, 1865. 

******* 

III.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from 
duty  as  chief  of  artillery  of  this  expedition,  and  will  proceed  to  City 
Point,  Va.,  and  report  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  Armies 
of  the  United  States. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  express  to  General  Abbot 
his  thanks  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  energy  evinced  by  him  in  landing 
the  siege  train  of  this  command  upon  the  open  ocean  beach  under  the 
most  disadvantageous  circumstances. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry: 

ADRIAN  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadway  Landing,  Ya.,  March  4,  1865. 

Major:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  heretofore 
delayed  by  my  absence,  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  fleet  in  January  last,  and  would  request  that  it 
may  be  forwarded  to  department  headquarters,  with  a  favorable  indorse- 
ment upon  my  application  for  brevets  for  the  officers  commanding  the 
batteries : 

On  the  night  of  January  23,  18G5,  three  rams,  the  wooden  gun-boat 
Drewry,  a  small  steam  tori^edo-boat,  and  perhaps  more,  passed  Fort 
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Brady  about  8  p.  ni.,  under  cover  of  tbe  darkness.  They  received  about 
twenty-five  shots  from  the  fort— armament,  two  lOO-pounder  Parrotta 
and  three  30-poundor  Parrotts.  The  fort  was  instantly  opened  upon 
by  the  rebel  laud  batteries,  mounting  some  dozen  guns,  and  their  fire 
soon  disabled  one  of  the  100-pounder  guns.  The  fleet  passed  on  to 
a  point  near  the  rebel  Howlett  Battery,  out  of  range  of  Fort  Brady. 
My  batteries  below  Fort  Brady  were  three  in  number:  Parsons  and 
Wilcox— armament,  one  100-pounder  Parrott  and  one  10-inch  sea-coast 
mortar;  Spottbrd— armament, one 30-pounder  Parrott,  placed  in  position 
about  7  a.  m  ;  and  Sawyer — armament,  one  lOO-pouuder  Parrott  and 
two  lO-inch  sea-coast  mortars.  About  10  ]».  m.  a  ram  succeeded  in 
reaching  and  began  removing  the  obstructions,  receiving  thirty-one 
shots  from  the  mortar  in  Wilcox  and  nine  from  those  in  Sawyer,  with 
musketry  fire  from  all  the  spare  artillerymen  while  so  engaged.  At  3 
a.  m.  one  ram  passed  the  obstructions  and  ajichored  about  600  yards 
above  Sawyer,  where  she  remained  for  forty-five  min  utes.  This  position 
^\'as  only  exposed  to  mortar  fire.  One  shell  fired  at  60  degrees  elevation 
struck  her,  and  she  immediately  moved  uj)  the  river;  nineteen  shells 
had  been  fired  at  her  while  lying  in  this  position.  During  the  night 
forty-four  rounds  from  the  100-pounder  and  twenty-four  rounds  from 
the  mortar  in  Parsons  and  Wilcox  and  three  lounds  from  the  100- 
pounder  in  Sawyer  were  fired  at  the  fleet  above  the  obstructions.  The 
darkness  prevented  the  effect  of  this  fire  from  being  known. 

At  daylight  two  rams  and  the  Drewry  were  discovered  aground  near 
left  bank,  some  1,500  yards  above  Parsons.  Fire  was  at  onc»  opened 
from  that  battery  with  long  percussion-shell  from  the  100-pounder. 
The  second  shot  struck  the  Drewry  and  the  third  exploded  her  magazine, 
comitletely  destroying  her.  The  following  table  shows  the  fire  upon  the 
fleet  after  daylight,  before  it  escaped  up  the  river,  about  noon : 


Battery. 

Commanding  officer. 

lOQ.pounder. 

10-incb  sea- 
coast  mortar. 

30.pounder 
Parrott. 

llange. 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Pratt,  let 
Connecticut  Artillery. 

Lieut.  C.  K.  Sillimaii,  Ist 
Connecticut  Artillery. 

Lieut.  E.  r.  Mason,  l»t 
CuDuecticut  Artillery. 

57 

30 

■      25 

2 

raid». 
1,500 

62 

27 

1,800 

21 

7 

31 

2 

2,500 

je 

Total 

78 

37 

56 

4 

62 

27 

As  soon  as  the  rams  could  get  afloat  they  retreated  out  of  range, 
near  Howlett  Battery,  leaving  the  torpedo-boat  aground.  About  3 
a.  m.  on  the  25th  they  escaped  up  the  river  past  Fort  Brady,  receiving 
a  number  of  rounds  in  the  darkness,  several  of  which  struck  them. 

The  ammunition  used  in  this  engagement  consisted  in  part  of  solid 
shot,  and  in  part  of  shell — percussion  and  time — and  case.  Unfortu- 
nately the  line  of  fire  when  the  rams  were  aground  was  oblique,  and  the 
projectiles  glanced  off"  without  penetrating.  OflBciers  on  picket  directly 
opposite,  however,  report  that  the  armor  was  started  and  partially 
ripped  off'  in  a  number  of  places.  During  the  tiring  my  batteries, 
especially  Forts  Brady  and  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  were  under  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  rebel  land  batteries.    Three  men  were  killed  in  the 
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former,  and  a  large  nnmber  slightly  injured  from  fragments,  &o.  The 
tt)tal  filing,  including  tliose  fired  iu  reply  to  the  rebel  land  batteries, 
was  about  500  rounds  of  siege  ammunition.  Lieut.  W.  G.  Ball,  Thir- 
teenth New  York  Artillery,  also  moved  a  20-poundcr  Parrott  (field  gun) 
to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  fired  eighty-five  rounds,  at  a  rauge  of 
about  1,400  yards,  with  creditable  zeal. 

In  my  judgment,  the  determined  reception  which  the  rebel  fleet 
received  from  my  batteries,  joined  to  the  difficulties  of  navigation, 
which,  under  this  fire,  they  could  not  overcome,  saved  this  army  from 
a  serious  disaster.  Tlie  fire  of  the  rebel  land  batteries  upon  mine  was 
very  severe.  Several  guns  were  struck;  tliree  shells  passed  nearly 
through  the  parapet  of  Fort  lirady,  and  by  their  exjilosion  knocked 
down  many  men  with  fragments  t)f  the  revetment.  In  all  batteries 
the  rebel  fire  was  effective.  I  thiiik  tliat  some  reward  is  merited  for 
so  important  services  thus  rendered,  and  therefore  request  that  brevets 
may  be  conferred  upon  the  following  officers : 

First.  Capt.  H.  H.  Tierce,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  commanding- 
Fort  Brady.  This  officer  was  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the 
Petersburg  Mine;  was  in  charge  of  the  artillery  at  Dutch  Gap  during 
about  all  tlie  heavy  firing  there.  He  directed  the  fire  upon  the  rebel 
fleet  in  James  Itiver  last  autumn,  when  it  was  driven  biick  with  loss. 
During  the  last  action  (January  23-24:)  with  the  rebel  fleet  he  was 
knocked  senseless  and  considerably  injured  by  a  shell  which  exploded 
veiy  near  liini,  but  refused  to  be  carried  to  the  rear.  He  has  been 
indefatigable  in  discharging  his  duty  during  the  whole  campaign. 

Second.  First  Lieut.  II.  A.  Pratt,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  com- 
manding Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  who  has,  on  many  occasions, 
done  excellent  service  there  during  the  summer. 

Third.  First  Lieut.  E.  P.  Mason,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  com- 
manding Battery  Sawyer*. 

Fourth.  Second  Lieut.  C.  N".  Silliman,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 
c<minianding  Battery  Spofford. 

Filth.  First  Lieut.  "VV.  G.  Ball,  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery,  com- 
manding the  light  20-pounder.  Although  his  piece  was  practically  of 
little  utility,  his  efforts  deserve  reward. 

I  would  also  request  that  a  medal  of  lionor  may  be  bestowed  upon 
Sergt.  George  L.  Fox,  Company  H,  Fiist  Connecticut  Artillery,  for  his 
coolness,  under  a  heavy  fire,  in  pointing  the  piece  which  blew  up  the 
gun-boat  Drewry.  He  afterward  struck  the  ram  six  times  iu  succession 
at  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv.ant, 

HENEY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery^  Comdg.  ISiege  Artillery. 

Bvt.  Afaj.  George  A.  Htcks, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bermuda  Hundred  Defenses. 


Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  5, 1865. 
General  :  In  obedience  to  the  circular  of  July  29,  1864, 1  have  the 
lionor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  mv  operations  during  the  month 
of  February,  180.5: 
I  was  absent  on  leave  of  absence  until  February  27. 
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The  following  table  exhibits  the  amoiuifc  of  firing  during  the  month 
on  these  lines :  Coehorn  mortar,  357 ;  8-inch  siege  mortar,  500 ;  10-inch 
siege  mortar,  103;  30- pounder  Parrott,  COO;  4-inc.h  gun,  63;  100- 
l>ounder  Parrott,  1;  field  guns,  3  rounds;  making  a  total  of  1,045 
rounds,  weighing  about  32  tons,  or  at  a  rate  of  about  1.1  tons  daily,  an 
amount  less  than  in  any  preceding  month. 

There  has  been  so  much  discussion  of  late  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
difl'erent  kinds  of  guns  and  ammunition  now  in  use  in  our  service  that 
I  have  decided  to  report  upon  certain  records  which  I  have  been  accu- 
mulating here,  remarking  thatyt  is  possible  that  future  firing  may 
modify  the  results  obtained: 

First,  as  to  endurance.  The  only  failures  have  been  the  bursting  of 
a  24  i)ounder  Sawyer  (rifled),  and  the  blowiiigoff  of  the  muzzle  of  a30- 
ponnder  Parrott,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  in  the  bore.  The 
gun  was  not  destroyed ;  the  face  was  cut  smooth  with  a  cold  chisel, 
and  its  accuracy  seems  not  impaired.  The  following  table  shows  tlie 
extent  of  the  tests,  the  record  of  a  few  guns  showing  the  largest  amount 
of  firing  being  selected : 

One  hundred-pounder  Parrott. — No.  11,  fired  302  times;  No.  13,  fired 
533  times;  No.  15,  fired  304  times;  No.  20,  fired  458  times.  All  old 
guns;  fired  an  unknown  number  of  times  before  coming  into  my  posses- 
sion. 

Thirty -ponnder  Parrott.— No.  100,  fired  1,210  times;  No.  101,  fired 
1,404  times;  No.  121,  fired  070  times;  No.  255,  fired  1,487  times;  No. 
256,  fired  1,472  times;  No.  259,  fired  1,392  times;  apparently  unin- 
iured. 

Fcrar  and  one-half  inch  ordnance. — No.  41,  fired  457  times;  No.  89, 
fired  578  times;  No.  96,  fired  499  times;  No.  97,  fired  519  times.  All 
rendered  dangerousfromnot  being  bouched  when  ma<le;  this  is  a  great 
defect  in  these  guns  which  should  be  removed. 

Eight-inch  siege  mortars.— No.  20,  fired  1,530  times;  No.  24,  fired 
1,614  times;  No.  25,  fired  1,521  times;  No.  20,  fired  1,536  times;  No. 32, 
fired  2,015 times;  No.  36,  fired  2,016  times.  Apparently  uninjured,  the 
vents,  even,  not  showing  much  wear. 

Second,  as  to  ammunition.  The  following  tables  exi>lain  themselves; 
they  include  February: 


Kiutl  uf  gun. 


100-pouDder  Parrott . 
]UO-]iouu(ler  Parrot  t . 
SO'piinndcr  Parrott . . 
30-i)oundcr  Parrott . . 
30-]H>tiud«r  Parrott . . 
4-'>-iiH-li  ordDance  ... 
4.5-incli  ordnaiK-r  ... 
4.5-incli  ordiianre.  -.- 
20-poniider  Pai-i-ott . . 
20-poiiiidrr  Parrott . . 
&.H'iiii'li  Sawyer  a  .-. 
il.ti7-iiicli  Sawjer 


Pntjectile. 


Pivrrott 

Kebel  (captured).. 

Parrott 

Schenkl,  baudcil  .. 
Jiebel  <cai»tured) . . 

Schonicl 

Dyer 

Auaterdam  (lead). 

Parrott 

Scbeukl 

Sawyer  (tiaDjied).. 
Sawyer  (lead) 


Number  !  Unoer- 
lired.     |    tain. 


8,5!)« 

1.738 

178 

SO 

43 

1 

2, 002 

520 

1,304 

142 

j:tii 

30 

572 

07 

49 

10 

125 

20 

_L 

a  Gun  burst. 


1,208 

22 

7.218 

122 

42 

2,142 

1,222 

2110 

.W5 

49 

10 

105 


Took 
jjriioves. 


223 

21 

1,024 

70 

40 

.,707 

981 
05 

432 
40 
lU 
81 


Per  ct;nt. 
Tnnibleil.l  sorvice- 
j     able. 


46 

I 

2114 

Wl 

2 

375 

241 

144 

73 

3 


0.96 
0.95 
0.95 
0.57 
0.95 
0.82 
U.80 
0.31 
0,85 
0.93 
1.00 
0.77 
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The  following'  table  tests  the  fiises  in  use;  it  iuchides  the  February 


liring: 


Kind  of  fuae. 


Parrott....J{f„';«"'«''>°; 


Dyer,  time 

Abstentam,  percussion 

Ticc,  concussion 


Rebel {percussion. 

)  time 

Sawyer,  combination 

Boniianu 

13-inch  mortar,  woi)den  .. 
10-inch  mortar,  wooden .. 
8-inch  mortar,  wooden  . . . 
Coehurn  mortar,  paper... 


Number 

Uncer- 

Number 

Burned 

used. 

tain. 

tested. 

well. 

7,649 

2,492 

5,157 

4,327 

2,822 

602 

2,160 

1,  712 

■  2, 526 

814 

1,812 

1,506 

359 

210 

149 

83 

296 

94 

^    202 
188 

143 

236 

48 

99 

41 

7 

41 
1 

30 

0 

38 

6 

32 

9 

135 

47 

88 

75 

706 

218 

488 

359 

218 

34 

164 

128 

2,349 

854 

1,495 

1,206 

12.  527 

1,664 

10,  863 

9,557 

13. 2B7 

1,706 

11,501 

10,  495 

Burned     Did  nut 
varialily.       Imru. 


112 
119 
79 


1 

1 
8 

34 

18 

23x 

815 

470 


718 
.■129 
227 
44 
59 
62 
10 


15 
11 

95 

18 

58 

491 

590 


Per  cent, 
service- 
able. 


0.83 
0.79 
0.83 
0.55 
0.70 
0.53 
0.73 


0.28 
0.85 
0.73 
0.78 
O.BO 
0.87 
O.90 


These  figures  are  too  simple  and  convincing  to  require  remark,  other 
than  to  explain  that  every  jjossible  care  has  been  taken  to  secure  accu- 
racy. They  are  taken  from  the  daily  reports  of  the  batteries,  Avhere  men 
are  specially  detailed,  under  the  close  supervision  of  the  battery  com- 
mander, to  note  the  effect  of  every  shot.  If  any  uucertaiiity  exists  the 
shot  is  entered  "  uncertain,"  and  is  not  included  in  the  final  ratio.  I 
believe  that  such  records  have  never  before  been  attempted  in  actual 
service,  and  therefore  regard  them  as  extremely  valuable. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNliY  L.  ABBOT, 
Vupt.  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  Bvt.  Brig,  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Gomdg. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eichard  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  Arviy. 


Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadway  Landing,  Ya.,  April  25,  1865. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  circular  of 
July  29,  18C4,  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for 
March,  1865: 

The  following  changes  occurred  in  my  command :  On  March  10  the 
three  companies  of  the  First  Connecticut  Artillery  returned  from  Fort 
Fisher,  IS.  0.  On  March  21  Major-General  Hartsutt',  commanding 
Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  announced  me  as  commander  of  the 
artillery  brigade  of  his  command.  This  added  a  light  battery  to  my 
forces,  and  thus  placed  me  in  command  of  eighteen  companies;  aggre 
gate,  2,700  men  and  199  guns.  Of  these,  eight  companies  were  serving 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  ten  with  the  Army  of  the  James. 
On  March  28  Brevet  Major-General  Hunt  ordered  me  to  rei)ort  tempora- 
rily for  the  former  to  Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Cori)s. 
During  the  month  I  was  detailed  by  Major-(Jeneral  Meade  as  a  member 
of  a  board  to  examine  certain  officers  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Volun- 
teer Engineers,  and  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant  as  a  member  of  two 
boards,  one  to  report  upon  Col.  Tal.  P.  Schaffuer's  system  of  artillery 
mining,  and. the  other  upon  Mr.  It.  L.  Fleming's  incendiary  shell. 
These  boards  all  completed  the  work  assigned  them  and  adjourned. 

The  following  exhibits  the  tiring  of  my  batteries  during  March :  Coe- 
horn  mortar,  1,107  rounds;  8-inch  mortar,  4()1  rounds;  10-inch  mortar, 
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139  rounds;  30-i)oiinder  Parrott,  485  rounds;  4J-inch  ordnance,  342 
rounds;  making  a  total  of  2,534  rounds,  weigliing  about  25  tons,  or  at 
a  rate  of  about  0.8  tons  daily,  an  amount  less  than  during  any  month 
of  the  siege. 

On  March  25  an  event  occurred  which  well  illustrated  the  advantages 
of  the  system  of  fortifications  adopted  by  Colonel  Duane,  chief  engi- 
neer. Army  of  the  Potomac.  This  system  consists,  in  general  terms, 
of  a  series  of  small  field-works,  capable  of  containing  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery and  an  infantry  garrison  of  some  200  men  each.  They  are  closed 
at  the  gorge,  well-protected  with  abatis  or  palisading,  often  supplied 
with  bomb-proofs,  and  placed  at  intervals  of  about  half  a  mile,  on  such 
ground  as  to  well  sweep  the  line  in  front  with  artillery  fire.  They  are 
connected  by  strong,  continuous  infantry  parapets,  protected  in  front 
by  obstacles.  They  differ  from  those  of  the  rebel  line  chiefly  in  being 
closed  at  the  gorge,  which  is  rarely  the  case  with  the  latter.  Fort 
Stedman  is  one  of  the  weakest  and  most  ill-constructed  works  of  the 
line,  being  not  protected  by  abatis  in  rear,  being  masked  on  its  right 
(just  in  rear  of  Battery  No.  10)  by  a  mass  of  bomb-proofs,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  terrible  fire  which  has  habitually  had  place  in  this 
vicinity,  and  being  only  about  200  yards  distant  from  the  enemy's  main 
line.  The  parapet  had  settled  greatly  during  the  winter,  and,  in 
line,  the  work  was  very  liable  to  being  carried  by  a  sudden  assault. 
Company  K,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  served  mortar  batteries  in 
Batteries  9  and  10,  and  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  in 
Battery  12  and  in  Fort  Haskell.  At  about  4  a.  m.  of  March  25,  three 
divisions  of  the  rebels,  under  General  Gordon,  made  a  sudden  and 
well-arranged  attack  upon  this  fort.  It  was  a  complete  surprise,  and 
was  successful.  Their  columns  simultaneously  swept  over  the  parapet 
between  Stedman  and  Battery  9,  over  Battery  10,  and  over  Battery 
11,  formed  in  rear  of  the  fort,  and  carried  it  almost  without  opposition. 
Fiom  that  time  to  daylight  a  hand-to-hand  fight  raged  among  the 
bomb-proofs  and  on  the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  position.  He  assaulted 
Fort  Haskell  again  and  again,  but  failed  to  carry  it,  or  Battery  No.  9, 
which,  unlike  the  others  named,  is  closed  at  the  gorge.  As  soon  as 
tlie  light  would  admit,  all  my  own  artillery  from  Batteries  4, 5, 8, 9,  and 
Fort  Haskell,  and  all  the  light  artillery  which  General  Tidball,  chief 
of  artillery.  Ninth  Corps,  could  concentrate  upon  the  position,  opened 
and  maintained  a  terrible  fire  upon  the  enemy.  No  re-enforcements 
could  join  them  across  the  plain,  owing  to  this  fire;  their  own  position 
was  entailing  deadly  loss  upon  them.  The  reserves  of  the  line  were 
rapidly  assembling,  and  finally,  about  8  a.  m.,  made  a  gallant  charge, 
which'  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  our  works,  all  our  artillery— even 
including  my  Coehorn  mortars— and  in  the  capture  of  over  1,800  pris- 
oners. The  following  extract  from  rebel  papers  show  the  effect  of  our 
artillery  fire: 

It  was  found  that  the  inclosed  works  in  the  rear  commanding  the  enemy's  main 
line  could  only  be  taken  at  a  great  sacrifice. 

The  enemy  massed  his  artillery  so  heavily  in  the  neighboring  forts,  and  was  en- 
abled to  pour  such  a  terrible  enfilading  fire  upon  our  ranks,  that  it  was  deemed  best 

°The  enemy  enfiladed  us  from  right  and  loft  in  the  captured  works  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  we  could  no  longer  hold  them  without  the  loss  of  many  men,  &c. 

If  the  inclosed  works  on  right  and  left  had  not  fixed  a  limit  beyond 
which  the  enemy  could  not  extend,  I  think  a  great  disaster  might  have 
occurred;  as  it  was,  my  regiment's  loss  was  heavy,  being  about  sixty 
men. 
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The  remainder  of  the  month  was  spent  in  cannonading  and  in  placing 
guns  for  the  great  assault  of  April  2. 

My  address  is,  "  Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  City  Point,  via 
Fort  Monroe,  Va." 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

IIENEY  L.  ABBOT, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  of  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Maj.  George  Ager,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Headquarters  Siege  Batteries, 
Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  as  the  part 
taken  by  the  batteries  under  my  command  in  the  action  of  March  25, 
1865: 

About  4  a.  m.  the  garrison  of  Battery  No.  10,  consisting  of  about 
sixty  men  of  Company  K,  Capt.  John  M.  Twiss  commanding,  were 
alarmed  by  the  sentinel  on  guard,  that  the  enemy  were  assaulting  our 
lines.  Before  the  mortars  could  be  brought  into  action  the  enemy 
had  captured  the  picket-line,  and  were  advancing  over  the  parapet. 
Small-arms  were  brought  into  use,  and  for  a  short  time  the  enemy 
were  held  in  check  by  a  hand-to-hand  conflict.  Owing  to  the  darkness 
the  entire  garrison  of  this  advanced  battery  was  captured.  Captain 
Twiss  having  been  wounded,  went  to  the  rear,  where  a  portion  of  his 
company  was  stationed,  formed  them,  and  continued  the  actiou  fntm 
bomb-proof  to  bomb-proof.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  flanked  him 
on  the  right  and  left,  and  receiving  no  support  he  conducted  his  men 
to  Battery  No.  4,  where  he  reported  to  me.  Lieutenant  Odell,  command- 
ing one  section  of  this  battery,  was  killed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
assault.  At  daylight  I  was  informed  that  Fort  Stedman,  including 
Battery  No.  10,  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  were 
massing  troops  there.  I  immediately  ordered  Batteries  Nos.  4, 5, 8,  and 
9  to  concentrate  their  fire  on  the  fort  and  vicinity.  This  was  done  with 
good  effect  until  our  troops  prepared  to  charge  and  retake  the  line. 

Battery  No.  12,  on  the  left  of  Stedman,  opened  fire  at  the  first  alarm, 
and  continued  until  the  enemy  had  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  their  rear, 
when  the  mortars  were  turned  and  several  shells  thrown  among  the 
troops  there  forming.  But  finding  themselves  the  particular  object  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  it  being  impossible  to  serve  the  pieces  any  longer, 
Lieutenant  Lewis,  commanding,  led  his  men  by  the  left  to  Fort  Haskell, 
where  this  company  with  small-arms  assisted  in  repulsing  the  assaults 
on  this  fort,  at  the  same  time  directing  their  mortar  fire  on  the  battery 
previously  occupied.  Having  been  informed  that  a  charge  was  to  be 
made  by  the  infantry  to  retake  the  line,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Casey, . 
who  had  reported  to  me  with  the  remainder  of  K  Company,  to  follow 
up,  and,  if  successful,  to  take  possession  of  Battery  No.  10  and  prepare 
for  immediate  action.  This  was  done  with  promptness.  He  and  his 
small  detachment^  arriving  at  the  works  with  the  charging  column,  found 
tlie  implements  d.estroyed  and  carried  off,  making  it  impossible  to  use 
the  mortars. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  and  ammunition  expended  at  the 
several  batteries : 


Casualties. 

Ammunition  expended. 

Killed. 

■Wounded. 

Missing. 

§■1 
6  s 

.2 

a> 

1^- 

i 
1 

o 

I 

a 
1 

n 

3 

Battery  4,  Compnoy  I 
Battery  5,  Company  E 
Batteries  8  and  9 

Rounds. 
136 
178 

Bounds. 

Rounds. 

Mi/undt. 

/2oun({fi. 

1 

89 

266 

Battery  10 

1 

i     1 
1 

2 

36 
13 

Battery  12 

240 
223 

Fort  Haskell  .  . . 

1. . 

"Knrt-  TVfnrtOTl    , 

5 
33 

43 

1 

In  conclusion  I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  conduct  of 
both  officers  and  men  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  and  for  prompt- 
ness and  energy  could  not  be  excelled.  Especially  I  may  mention 
Captain  Twiss,  commanding  Company  K,  at  Battery  No.  10;  also  Lieu- 
tenant Casey.  Through  the  energetic  efforts  of  these  officers  the  enemy 
were  kept  in  check  long  enough  to  enable  the  works  on  their  right  and 
left  to  prepare  tor  action  and  repulse  the  assaults. 

Lieutenant  Lewis,  commanding  Company  L,  at  Battery  No.  12  and 
Haskell,  Lieutenants  Bingham  and  Couch,  of  the  same  company,  are 
deserving  of  much  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  these  batteries  were 
served.  Lieutenant  Bangs,  Company  E,  at  Battery  No.  5,  deserves  to 
be  mentioned,  for  though  the  fire  of  three  separate  batteries  was  directed 
Oil  his  work,  it  was  entirely  ignored,  and  his  concentrated  fire  of  four 
8-inch  mortars  and  two  30-pounder  guns  was  directed  on  Port  Stedman, 
and  with  terrible  effect.  At  his  battery  one  of  the  enemy's  shells  pen- 
etrated and  bur.st  inside  the  magazine,  and  though  there  were  four 
barrels  of  powder  in  it  at  the  time,  strange  to  say  it  failed  to  ignite, 
and  no  injury  was  done. 

GEOEGE  AGEE, 
Major  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  C.  W.  Filer, 

First  Connecticut  Arty.,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headqtjabteks  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  20, 1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  artillery  headquarters.  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. 

I  proceeded  to  the  .spot  when  notified  of  the  attack,  and  was  personally 
cognizant  of  the  accuracy  of  most  of  Major  Ager's  report.  The  only 
thing  which  should  be  added  is,  that  he  himself  exhibited  great  judg- 
ment and  skill  in  commanding  his  batteries  and  that  his  exertions  con- 
tributed much  to  the  successful  result  of  the  affair.  By  his  concen- 
tric fire  the  enemy  were  severely  cut  up  and  demoralized  both  while 
trying  to  form  and  when  on  their  retreat. 
■^    *  HENET  L.  ABBOT, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Artillery  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  1, 1865. 

This  report,  received  after  the  active  operations  of  the  recent  cam- 
paign couimenced,  is  respectfully  forwarded  to  be  placed  amongst  the 
other  reports  of  the  action  of  the  25th  of  March,  when  the  enemy  attacjked 
and  for  a  short  space  held  Fort  Stedman.  The  reports  of  the  siege 
batteries  were  not  made  to  Major-Geueral  Parke,  commanding  the  lines 
at  that  point. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major- Otneral,  Commanding. 


No.  11. 


Report  of  Capt.  Henry  H.   Pierce,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Fort  Brady,  of  operations  January  23-25. 

Fort  Brady,  Va,, 

January  26, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  i-eport  that,  pursuant  to  written  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
dated  January  21,1865,  every  available  officer  and  man  in  my  command 
was  put  hard  at  work  to  get  my  fort,  then  much  damaged  by  recent 
rains,  in  readiness  to  receive  the  rebel  rams.  All  hands  worked  with  a 
will,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  everything  was  in  good  and  seasonable 
order.  Previous  to  their  coming  had  verbal  notification  from  the  same 
source  as  the  written. 

About  8  p.  m.  January  23  my  lookout  man,  stationed  on  the  parapet, 
discovered  the  rams  approaching,  floating,  not  steaming,  down  the  river. 
Thanks  to  the  vigilance  of  my  own  officers  and  men  and  those  of  Cap- 
tain Bach,  commanding  colored  supports,  I  was  not  taken  by  surprise, 
as  no  alarm  was  given  by  our  pickets  on  the  opposite  shore  nearly  a 
mile  above,  and  the  first  shot  fired  at  the  enemy's  boats  was  from  my 
own  heavy  guns.  Gave  them  in  the  neighborhood  of  twenty-five  shots 
while  floating  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  rods;  should  have  given 
them  more  had  my  best  gun,  left  300-ponnder,  not  been  dismounted  at 
the  second  shot  by  one  of  the  enemy's  shell  and  my  two  left  30-pound- 
ers  been  run  off  the  platforms,  owing  to  their  (platforms)  being  too  nar- 
row to  admit  of  any  but  direct  fire.  Put  the  latter  pieces  in  position 
again  and  fired  them;  also  moved  my  right  30-pounder,  previously  so 
placed  as  not  to  bear  on  the  river,  by  hand,  outside  the  fort  into  the 
ditch,  but,  owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  moving  it  in  the  mud,  was 
unable  to  get  it  there  in  season  to  use  before  the  boats  had  passed; 
this  gun,  however,  did  good  service  on  their  return. 

In  consequence  of  the  mal-construction  of  Fort  Brady,  was  unable 
to  fire  down  the  river;  and  by  reason  of  the  embrasures  having  been 
built  with  special  reference  to  the  enemy's  land  batteries,  my  left  100- 
pounder  being  destroyed,  was  prevented  from  injuring  the  boats  after 
passing  a  certain  point,  and  that  point  above  my  work. 

The  rams  came  down  by  twos,  lashed  together,  which  was  the  cause 
of  my  mistaking,  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  the  actual  number  for 
three,  as  I  reported  by  orderly  to  department  headquarters. 
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The  coustructioii  and  position  of  my  battery  with  regard  to  the  crest 
of  the  river-bank  renders  it  little  adapted  for  protection  against  gun- 
boats, and  my  parapet  is  so  low  on  the  down-river  side  that  they  could 
completely  enfilade  me  with  their  stern  guns  without  receiving  a  shot 
in  return.  Filled  and  placed  sandbags  there  during  the  night  of  the  23d 
to  form  a  slight  barrier. 

During  all  this  time  the  enemy  were  incessantly  annoying  us  from 
their  land  batteries,  comprising  sixteen  or  more  heavy  guns,  making 
good  shots  all  the  while.  Did  not  pay  nuicli  attention  to  them  until 
the  next  day  morning,  when  they  opened  one  gun  from  Scmmes  in 
direction  of  our  Sawyer  battery.  As  I  could  get  a  good  range,  opened 
and  dismounted  it;  all  the  enemy's  guns  replied  to  my  fire,  but  should 
not  have  stopped  had  I  not  received  orders  from  department  head- 
quarters to  cease:  dismounted  another  of  their  pieces  before  the  order 
reached  here. 

After  the  boats  went  down,  apparently  somewhat  crii^pled,  had  verbal 
and  written  instructions  from  CJeneral  Turner,  chief  of  staff,  to  be  on 
the  watch  for  their  return.  Had  all  my  serviceable  pieces  loaded  and 
pointed,  and  threw  out  pickets  as  far  down  as  Dutch  Gap.  Am  greatly 
indebted  to  Captain  Bach  and  the  officers  under  hini  for  their  coolness 
and  willingness  to  take  every  pains  to  give  me  timely  warning.  About 
3  a.m.  January  25  was  apprised  by  Captain  Bach's  pickets  of  the  return 
of  the  boats;  was  on  the  lookout  and  had  all  prepared;  waited  until 
they  came  directly  opposite,  fired,  and  knocked  over  the  smoke-stack 
of  the  leading  one  (this  was  accomplished  by  the  gun  in  the  ditch) ; 
thought  she  was  sinking,  but  the  next  boat  took  her  iu  tow.  Sent  one 
shot  at  each  of  the  rams  and  iron-clads,  five  in  all,  from  the  same 
piece  as  they  passed  by,  then  had  to  wait  until  they  arrived  iu  front 
of  my  three  remaining  pieces.  Worked  them  as  rapidly  and  surely  as 
possible,  and  succeeded  in  sending  some  125  solid  shot  at  them  before 
steaming  out  of  range.  Struck  tliem  time  after  time,  as  the  sound 
showed,  but  the  shots  crumbled  or  glanced  off.  All  this  was  under  a 
terrific  fire;  the  enemy  putting  from  1,000  to  1,500  heavy  shell 
in  and  around  my  battery.  Was  at  no  time  silenced  by  their  guns. 
Consider  the  rebel  boats  to  have  been  nmch  crippled  in  their  passage 
down  and  up. 

Looking  at  the  caliber  and  position  of  my  guns,  the  weakness  of  my 
parapet,  and  the  severity  of  the  enemy's  fire,  cannot  but  deem  it  fortu- 
nate that  the  affair  turned  out  so  favorably. 

But  three  men — two  engineers  and  one  colored  support — were  killed 
inside  the  work;  upward  of  forty  of  my  company  were  knocked  down 
by  splinters,  &c.,  and  slightly  scratched,  but  none  so  injured  as  to  be 
unfitted  for  immediate  duty. 

Cannot  help  speaking  again  and  again  of  the  splendid  behavior  of 
my  oflicers.  Lieutenants  Demiug  and  Miller,  and  of  my  men.  Am 
accountable  in  a  great  measure  to  them  for  the  entire  success  of  the 
whole  affair. 

Since  writing  the  above,  have  discovered  that  my  other  and  only  100- 
pounderwas  cracked  at  the  muzzle  by  one  of  the  enemy's  shell;  can 
use  it  in  case  of  necessity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  C.  A.  Teuesdell, 

Adjutant  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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No.  12. 

Report  of  Capt.  Williani  C.  Faxon,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Fort  Emery,  of  operations  March  25. 

FoKT  Emery  (Avery],  Va., 

March  25,  1865. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  this  morning 
I  fired  thirty-three  peicussion-shell — ten  at  a  body  of  the  enemy'a  troops 
occupying  a  position  in  rear  of  Fort  Stedman  and  the  remainder  in 
reply  to  the  8-inch  eohimbiad  and  light  guns  immediately  in  my  front, 
which  opened  on  this  fort  and  on  our  own  troops  passing  in  rear,  and 
which  were  silenced. 

The  firing  on  the  enemy's  troops  was  by  direction  of  a  major  on  the 
staff  of  Major-General  Parke,  who  pointed  out  the  position,  and  who 
reported  that  it  did  considerable  damage  to  the  enemy. 
.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  FAXON, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  Malony, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Siege  Batteries. 


No.  13. 


Report  of  Lieut .  Henry  A.  Pratt,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  of  operations  January 
23-24. 

! 

Battery  Tarsons,  Va., 

January  28,  1865. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox  in  the  late  engage- 
ment with  the  rebel  rams : 

About  10  p.  m.  January  23  intelligence  was  brought  that  one  ram 
had  passed  the  picket-line  and  that  another  wsis  in  sight.  Owing  to 
the  extreme  darkness  they  were  not  visible  from  my  batteries  until  close 
at  hand.  One  was  so  far  down  that  my  gun  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear  ypon  it.  I  therefore  opened  on  the  lower  one  with  my  mortar  and 
on  the  river  above  with  my  100- pounder.  The  loAver  one  put  out  anchor 
at  the  obstructions  and  began  to  clear  a  passage.  1  placed  six  men  at 
the  river  edge  to  watch  them.  To  annoy  tlie  working  party,  my  spare 
men  opened  with  musketry.  Lieutenant  Bergin,  in  charge  of  the  mor- 
tar, fired  thirty-one  rounds  at  the  obstructions;  of  these  twenty-nine 
burst  a  few  feet  above  the  water,  just  over  the  obstructions;  two  did 
not  burst.  At  about  midnight  the  first  ram  passed  the  obstructions, 
and  was  soon  followed  by  a  second.  Meantime  the  fire  from  the  100- 
pounder  continued,  but  owing  to  the  darkness  it  was  impossible  to 
observe  the  effect.  After  an  hour  or  two  the  rams  returned  and  pro- 
ceeded a  short  distance  up  the  river.  Two  other  boats  were  reported 
as  lying  together  under  the  HoM^lett  Battery,  landing  troops  on  the  left 

bank  of  the  river.    Both  batteries  continued  their  fire  until  morning 

the  mortar  firing  with  long  fuses  at  the  vanis;  the  gun  directing  an 
occasional  shell  at  the  rams  when  their  smoke  revealed  their  position, 
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but  mostly  using  case-shot  to  auuoy  the  supposed  landing  party;  solid 
shot  were  reserved  for  daylight.  The  night  firing  Avas  very  uncertain, 
as  there  was  uo  means  of  correcting  the  range.  It  is  piobable  that 
several  shots  from  the  gun  may  have  §truck  the  rams,  as  they  were 
heard  to  strike  and  richochet,  and  it  was  observed  during  tiie  day  that 
shots  which  struck  the  water  did  not  richochet.  During  the  night 
forty-four  rounds  were  fired  from  the  gun,  fifty-five  from  the  mortar— 
thirty-one  at  the  obstructions  as  before  stated,  the  remaining  twenty- 
four  at  the  rams  on  their  return  from  below.  At  daybreak  I  discovered 
that  two  rams  and  one  wooden  gun-boat  were  apparently  aground  on 
the  left  side  of  the  James.  The  largest  ram  and  the  gun-boat  were 
together,  the  boat  partly  behind  the  ram.  Some  300  or  400  yards  to 
the  right  was  the  smaller  ram.  I  estimated  the  distance  from  Bat- 
tery Parsons  at  about  1,500  yards.  The  rams  were  so  situated  that  the 
line  of  fire  from  my  battery  was  very  far  from  perjiendicular  to  their 
broadside;  this  caused  the  projectiles  to  easily  glance  ofl".  As  soon  as 
the  breech-sight  could  be  used  I  opened  with  long  percussion-shell. 
Sergeant  Fox  pointing  the  gun;  the  second  shell  struck  the  woodeu 
boat,  the  third,  fired  sit  an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  penetrated  it,  caus- 
ing a  magnificent  explosion.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  lifted  struck  the 
ram  with  a  percussion-shell,  which  bounded  off;  we  then  tried  solid 
shot;  of  six  fired  at  the  larger  ram,  one  did  not  take  the  grooves,  five 
struck  it  fair.  I  then  directed  to  fire  at  the  smaller  ram,  Corporal 
Hunt  pointing;  of  nine  solid  shots,  one  did  not  take  the  grooves,  one 
weut  over,  seven  struck  the  ram.  I  then  used  long  shell  again,  next 
short  shell,  last  case-shot.  Fired  in  all,  after  daybreak,  from  the  100- 
pounder,  fifty-seven  rounds.  While  firing  the  last  fourteen  the  rams 
were  in  motion  and  the  last  disappeared  as  I  fired  my  last  round.  Of 
the  forty-three  rounds  fired  at  the  boat  and  rams,  while  stationary, 
three  did  not  take  the  grooves,  four  went  over,  ten  fell  a  little  short, . 
twenty-six  struck  fair.  Of  the  fourteen  tired  while  the  rams  were  mov- 
ing, four  struck  fair,  ten  fell  short;  probably  nearly  every  shot  would 
have  struck  the  mark  had  I  not  been  obliged  to  change  the  ammuni- 
tion so  many  times;  some  which  fell  sh^rt  struck  the  rams,  I  think, 
below  their  water  line.  I  wished,  if  possible,  to  get  under  tlieir  armor. 
I  deem  the  long  shell  superior  in  accuracy  to  the  other  ammunition, 
solid  shot  come  next;  out  of  thirteen  solid  shot  which  took  the  grooves, 
after  daybreak,  only  one  failed  to  strike  the  rams.  Sergeant  Fox 
struck  them  six  times  in  succession,  Corporal  Hunt,  five,  with  long  shell 
and  solid  shot.  During  the  forenoon  twenty-five  mortar  shells  were 
tired  with  long  fuses — two  struck  a  ram,  others  struck  very  close;  the 
charge  used  was  two  i)ounds  and  upward.  The  engagement  closed 
about  noon,  the  L*4th,  the  flood  tide  enabling  the  rams  to  float.  The 
rebel  land  batteries  opened  on  Battery  Tarsons  with  mortars,  cohun- 
biads,  and  light  pieces,  about  a  dozen  in  number;  the  smaller  ram  fired 
one  shot,  the  only  one  fired  by  the  rebel  navy.  Officers  on  picket 
directly  opposite  the  rams  state  that  most  of  my  shots  glanced  ofl', 
but  that  the  armor  of  the  rams  was  started  and  partially  ripped  off  in  a 
number  of  places. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  PltATT, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 

Commanding  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox. 
Lieut.  T.  J.  Beers, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


180  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVni. 

No.  U. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Frank  D.  Bangs,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery^ 
commanding  Battery  No.  5,  of  operations  March  sb. 

Battery  5, 
March  25,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  obedience  to  Orders,  No.  11,  from  Leiidquarters 
Siege  Batteries,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  was  aroused  about  i 
o'clock  this  a.  m.  by  firing  iu  tlie  vicinity  of  Fort  Stednian;  upon  going 
out  found  that  the  enemy  had  broken  our  line  at  that  point  and  taken 
the  fort.  I  immediately  ordered  my  company  to  fall  in ;  stacked  arms; 
manned  the  pieces;  caused  the  company  rations  to  be  brought  inside 
the  inclosure,  but  refrained  from  firing  (except  one  gun  on  Chesterfield) 
until  I  was  certaiu  of  the  position  of  our  own  and  the  enemy's  troops. 
The  enemy's  batteries,  both  guns  and  mortars,  fired  hotly  upon  me,  but 
I  preferred  keeping  my  ammunition  for  their  infantry,  expecting  to  be 
cut  off  from  communication  with  headquarters  and  not  knowing  when 
I  could  get  any  more.  As  soon  as  I  was  sure  of  the  enemy's  where- 
abouts I  opened  upon  them  with  two  30-pounder  guns  and  three  8-iuch 
mortars,  and  continued  the  fire  until  they  were  driven  back  to  theii-  own 
line.  From  my  own  observation,  and  the  report  of  others  who  were 
nearer,  I  am  confident  that  the  fire  of  this  battery  was  very  eflective 
and  aided  materially  in  hastening  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Fort 
Stedman.  The  only  serious  damage  received  by  this  battery  was  by 
a  30-pounder  shell  from  tlie  Chesterfield,  which  penetrated  the  right 
magazine  and  exploded  inside,  killing  one  man ;  but  by  what  I  consider 
a  providence  in  our  favor,  the  powder,  of  which  there  was  four  barrels 
in  the  magazine,  did  not  explode.  After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  from 
Fort  Stedman,  I  turned  the  battery  on  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  been  annoying  me;  their  fire  soon  slackened,  and  finally  ceased 
entirely,  when,  after  shelling  out  a  sharpshooter  who  has  been  giv- 
ing me  some  trouble,  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing  and  repair  dam- 
ages. The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  you  will  find  in  the  report 
of  the  day.  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  D.  BANGS, 
First  lAeutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Comdg.  Battery. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  Malony, 

Actitig  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Siege  Batteries. 

I  would  mention  that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  in  the  most  gal- 
lant manner,  never  flinching,  always  at  their  posts,  cool,  brave,  and 
eflScient. 

F.  D.  BANGS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


No.  15. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Henry  D.  Patterson,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, commanding  Fort  Morton,  of  operations  March  35. 

Fort  Morton,  Va., 

March  26,  1865. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  fired  forty-three 
mortar  shell  and  five  4J-inch  percussion-slaell  yesterday.    I  opened  two 
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mortars  on  Cemetery  Hill  battery,  which  was  firing  on  our  troops  in  rear 
of  Fort  Haskell.  The  other  mortars  were  directed  on  the  batteries 
near  the  Petersburg  pike.  They  burst  a  large  number  of  shell  in  the 
fort,  wounding  four  men  of  the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania;  no  casualties 
in  Company  A.  Tliey  opened  one  new  mortar  where  they  were  digging 
day  before  yesterday,  in  rear  of  the  Crater. 

Very  res[>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  PATTERSON, 
Lieutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery. 
Lieut.  W.  S.  Malony, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Siege  Batteries. 


No.  16. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Ehenezer  P.  Mason,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Battery  Saicyer,  of  operations  January  23-24. 

Battery  Sawyer, 
James  River,  Va.,  January  29,  1865. 

Sre :  Pursuant  to  instructionsfrom  headquarters  Siege  Artillery,  Line 
of  Bermuda  Hundred,  dated  January  28, 1865, 1  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  reiwrt  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battery  in  the  engage- 
ment with  the  rebel  rams  on  the  23d  and  24th  instant: 

About  8  p.  m.  the  23d  Fort  Brady  opened  fire;  the  Cox  Ferry  bat- 
teries replied;  I  opened,  hoping  to  draw  the  enemy's  tire  from  Fort 
Brady,  in  order  to  enable  Captain  Pierce  to  serve  his  guns  more  rapidly 
on  the  rebel  rams,  if  they  were  in  the  river.  I  was  partially  successful, 
drawing  the  fire  of  two  10-inch  columbiads  and  one  8-inch  rifled  gun. 
I  expended  five  case-shot,  six  percussion-shell,  lOO-pounder,  and  five 
10-inch  mortar  shell. 

At  10  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Reed,  commanding  navy  picket  detachment, 
reported  to  me  that  a  high-pressure  side  wheel  steamer  lay  at  the 
obstructions  and  was  attempting  to  remove  them,  and  that  two  rams 
lay  in  the  channel  about  400  yards  above.  The  night  was  so  dark  that 
1  was  unable  to  discover  their  exact  positions  excepting  by  the  explosion 
of  the  shell  from  Battery  Parsons.  1  fired  at  the  rams  three  100-pouuder 
solid  shot,  at  intervals  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  with  what  effect  I  am 
unable  to  tell,  and  at  the  steamer  nine  10-inch  mortar  shell,  nearly  all 
of  which  burst  well,  annoying  the  men  at  work  on  the  obstructions  very 
much.  At  12.30  a.  m.  the  rams  dropped  down  the  river  to  the  obstruc- 
tions where  my  100-pounder  would  not  bear  on  them.  At  3  a.  m.  the 
24th  one  ram  dropped  down  the  stream  opposite  Sleepy  Hollow,  about 
550  yards  from  the  battery,  and  remained  there  at  anchor  about  forty- 
five  minutes.  While  she  lay  there  one  mortar  shell,  fired  at  60  degrees 
elevation,  charge  twelve  ounces,  without  bursting  charge,  struck  her 
on  the  deck  without  any  visible  effect;  immediately  after,  however,  she 
liove  up  her  anchor  and  changed  her  position.  Thinking  it  might  be 
her  intention  to  land  a  force  of  marines  and  attack  the  battery  and 
destroy  the  signal  tower,  I  posted  the  supernumerary  men  (about  thirty), 
with  muskets,  near  the  wharf,  to  prevent  any  boats  landing.  The 
ram,  after  dropping  down  stream  about  100  yards,  changed  her  course 
and  steamed  up  the  river  out  of  sight;  not  being  able  to  discover  her 
position  I  ceased  firing  until  daylight.  While  she  lay  opposite  Sleepy 
Hollow  I  fired  at  her  nineteen  mortar  shell,  at  60  degrees  elevation, 
without  bursting  charge;  I  cannot  state  positively  that  but  one  struck 
her.    The  firing  was  very  accurate,  all  the  shell  striking  within  a  radius 
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often  yards.  Soon  after  daylight  I  discovered  the  rams  iu  the  channel) 
about  2,000  yards  distant,  and  partially  covered  by  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  a  grove  of  trees.  I  again  opened  and  fired  from  the  100-pounder  six 
case-shot,  three  percussion,  and  twelve  solid  shot,  and  from  the  mortars 
thirty-one  shell;  four  solid  shot,  one  percussion,  two  case-shot,  and 
two  mortar  shells  struck  the  rams.  From  this  point  the  only  visible 
damage  was  by  the  case-shot,  which  perforated  the  smoke-stacks ;  the 
percussion-shell  burst  against  her  side.  The  solid  shot  did  not  appear 
to  penetrate — some  of  them  after  striking  rolled  back  into  the  water, 
others  ricochetted  beyond. 

I  also  fired  after  daylight  at  the  land  batteries  (not  being  able  to 
bear  on  the  rams),  with  the  100-pounder,  eleven  case-shot.  At  about 
12  m.  the  rams  succeeded  in  getting  off  the  bar  and  steamed  ai-ound 
the  bend.  During  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  battery  received  the  fire 
of  three  10-inch  columbiads,  one  8-inch  and  one  7-iucli  rifled  gun. 

No  casualties  occurred. 

The  men  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  served  the  pieces  with 
skill  and  alacrity. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  MASON, 
First  Lieut,  First  Regiment  Connecticut  Arty.,.Gonidg.  Battery. 

Lieut.  Charles  A.  Truesdell, 

Adjutant  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


No.  17. 


Report   of  Lieut.  John  O^Brien,  First   Connecticut    Heavy   Artillery, 
commanding  Battery  No.  4,  of  operations  March  55. 

Battery  No.  4, 
Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  sustained  by  Company  I,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  the  garrison 
ot  Battery  No.  4,  during  the  engagement  of  yesterday: 

At  4  o'clock  iu  the  morning  I  lieard  firing  on  the  line  near  Battery 
No.  10,  but  I  supposed  it  was  wholly  confined  to  the  pickets.  At  5.30, 
an  hour  and  a  half  later,  I  saw  indications  that  an  advance  had  been 
made  by  the  enemy  upon  our  lines  near  Battery  No.  10.  I  had  the 
company  under  arms  and  made  arrangements  for  a  defense,  when  I 
received  orders  to  open  on  the  enemy,  who  were  now  in  i)osses8iou  of 
I'^ort  Stednian  and  Battery  No.  10;  these  orders  were  received  at  day- 
light. I  fired  130  rounds  of  percussion  and  C  rounds  of  timefuse  slieil, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  thrown  into  an  advancing  column  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  in  rear  of  the  last  named  work.  About  fifteen  shell  were 
thrown  into  the  Chesterfield  battery.  This  battery  opened  upon  Bat- 
tery No.  5  and  the  line  of  works  near  it,  and  six  shell  were  thrown  into 
a  retreating  column  of  the  enemy  when  it  was  on  the  plain  in  front  of 
liattery  No.  9.  Fearing  an  advance,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  a  pend- 
ing charge  by  our  forces,  fired  only  when  the  enemy's  troops  were  in 
sight,  having  only  about  100  rounds  for  each  piece  (three  pieces). 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  O'BRIEN, 
First  Lieut,,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Gomdg.  Battery  No.  4. 
Lieut.  "W.  S.  Malony, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Siege  Batteries,  Before  Petersburg,  Va. 
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No.  18. 

Eeport  of  lAeut.  Robert  Leicis,  First  Connecticut  Hecmj  Artillery,  com- 
mand'ng  Company  L,  of  operations  March  25. 

Battery  No.  12, 
Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  March  35, 1865. 

LiETTTENANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  Capt. 
Wilham  G.  Pride's  company  (L),  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  in  the 
engagement  of  25th  instant. 

It  was  reported  to  me  at  4  a.  m.  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  and 
then  past  our  picket-line.  I  immediately  ordered'  the  (iompany  to  stand 
to  their  pieces,  which  order  was  scarcely  complied  with,  when  an  officer 
of  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  reported  to  me  that  Battery  No.  11, 
100  yards  on  my  right,  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  and  the  most  of  his 
command  taken  prisoners.  1  immediately  commenced  shelling  Battery 
No.  11  until  ordered  by  a  battalion  commander  to  cease  firing,  which  I 
immediately  complied  with,  as  I  saw  his  battalicm  ready  to  charge  and 
retake  the  work.  1  then  saw  two  lines  of  the  enemy  advancing  on  my 
]>osition  from  the  rear,  the  rear  line  at  about  500  yards  distance;  these 
1  shelled  by  reversing  my  mortars  until  they  came  within  100  yards, 
when  I  ceased  firing  on  them  with  mortars  and  opened  with  musketry. 
Seeing  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  which  I  think  must  have  been  1,000, 
and  being  without  support  on  either  ilank,  I  ordered  the  company  to 
Fort  Haskell,  which  place  was  reached,  with  a  loss  of  thirteen  men  taken 
prisoners.  On  joining  Lieutenant  Bingham's  detachment  at  Fort  Has- 
kell, I  opened  fire  on  my  old  battery.  No.  12,  and  on  Fort  Stedman  from 
two  Coehorn  mortars,  which  I  kept  up  until  the  enemy  were  driven 
out;  Lieutenant  Bingham,  in  the  meantime,  replying  to  the  enemy's 
batteries  in  front  from  the  other  two  Coehorns.  As  soon  as  our  infan- 
try came  within  150  yards  of  Battery  12,  Lieutenant  Couch  and 
Sergeant  McNamara  re-entered  the  work,  taking  1  lieutenant  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Georgia  Eegimentand  12  men  prisoners.  As  soon  as  we 
regained  the  battery,  1  opened  fire  on  the  retreating  rebels  and  on  their 
picket-lines,  from  four  Coehorn  mortars,  which  was  continued  until 
they  had  nearly  all  regained  their  lines. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Couch  and  Sergeant  McNamara 
for  their  coolness  and  decision  during  the  engagement;  to  them  I  must 
ascribe  the  small  loss  in  prisoners  by  the  company.  1  would  also  recom- 
mend to  your  notice  Private  James  T.  Murphy,  Company  L,  First  Con- 
necticut Artillery,  for  distinguished  bravery  during  the  engagement,  he 
having  been  in  charge  of  a  light  12-poiinder  gun  of  the  Third  New  Jersey 
Battery,  after  most  of  the  cannoneers  belonging  to  the  piece  were  dis- 
abled. 

The  following  is  the  loss  of  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 
during  the  engagement:  1  enlisted  man  killed,  5  wounded,  and  13 
missing  (supposed  to  be  prisoners). 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

E,  LEWIS, 
First  Lieut,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Comdg.  Company  L. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  MAiONY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Siege  Batteries. 
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No.  19. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Azro  Drown,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding Battery  No,  9,  of  operations  March  25. 

Siege  Batteries,  No.  9, 
Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  26,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  order  No.  11, 1  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

As  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given  by  the  pickets  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th  instant,  I  immediately  manned  my  pieces  and  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle,  which  was  formed  directly  in  my  front;  this  line 
soon  being  broken,  I  directed  my  tire  upon  Fort  Stedman,  Battery  No. 
10  and  vicinity;  and  also  upon  tlie  road  leading  from  the  rear  of  Fort 
Stedman  and  Battery  10,  passing  the  rear  of  my  battery,  this  road  being 
occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force  to  a  point  within  200  yards  of  my  bat- 
tery; Fort  Stedman  and  Battery  No.  10  also  being  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  they  having  turned  their  pieces  upon  n)y  battery — one  shot 
from  Fort  Stedman  striking  my  magazine.  I  kept  up  a  steady  fire 
upon  these  points,  with  good  efiect,  until  the  enemy  commenced  retreat- 
ing, when  I  shelled  their  retreating  columns,  until  the  last  of  them 
disappeared  behind  tlieir  works.  The  enemy's  mortar  and  gun  bat- 
teries on  my  front  kept  up  a  steady  fire  upon  my  battery  during  the 
action,  but  I  made  no  reply  to  them.  My  works  were  somewhat  dam- 
aged by  the  enemy's  fire,  but  fortunately  there  were  no  casualties 
among  my  men. 

1  expended  during  the  action  266  rounds  of  ammunition,  all  of  which 
exploded  well,  as  far  as  could  be  observed,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
rounds  which  I  fired  with  fuses  not  quite  long  enough  for  the  range — 
my  long  fuses  all  being  expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DEOWN, 
Second  Lieut,,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Comdg.  Battery. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  Malony, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Siege  Batteries. 


No.  20. 


Rqport  of  Lieut.   William  H.  E.  Bingham,  First  Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

Fort  Haskell,  Va., 

March  25, 1865. 

Lietttenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  detachment  of  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artil- 
lery, in  the  engagement  of  the  25th  instant,  before  Petersburg: 

1  was  apprised  of  the  attack  of  the  enemy  about  4  a.  m.  by  heavy 
musketry  firing  on  my  right  near  Fort  Stedman,  which  place  was  very 
soon  reported  to  have  fallen  into  their  possession.  I  immediately 
ordered  my  men  under  arms,  marched  them  to  tlieir  pieces,  and  awaited 
further  developments  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  very  soon  detected 
a  strong  skirmish  line  of  enemy  advancing  in  our  own  front;  they  had 
reached  and  commenced  to  remove  the  abatis.    1  immediately  directed 
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my  men  to  man  the  parapet  with  their  small-arms,  as  the  enemy  were 
too  close  for  mortar  firing,  and  mach  depended  npon  a  well-manned 
parapet  at  that  critical  moment.  The  enemy  were  soon  repulsed  by 
canister  and  infantry  fire,  and  retired  in  the  direction  of  FortStedinan. 
My  atte-ntion  was  then  given  to  the  enemy's  artillery  in  our  immediate 
front,  which  annoyed  us  much.  I  deemed  it  not  expedient  to  fire  my 
mortars  from  their  platforms,  as  the  contiguous  parapet  was  heavily 
manned  by  infantry,  and  the  effect  of  mortars  being  fired  over  their 
heads  would  have  been  demoralizing.  Two  of  them  were  fired  from  the 
terreplein  and  two  from  unoccupied  gun  platforms.  Upon  being  joined 
bj'^  Lieutenant  Lewis,  commanding  Company  I,  was  informed  that  Bat- 
tery No.  12  and  line  to  the  right  was  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 
Two  of  my  mortars  were  then  trained  upon  the  captured  works,  which 
were  soon  evacuated.  The  enemy  retreated  to  their  works  in  confused 
masses,  rendered  none  the  less  so  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  my  morfcar 
battery,  whose  shell  struck  in  their  midst,  doing,  I  believe,  good  exe- 
cution. The  engagement  lasted  about  four  hours,  in  which  time  I 
expended  225  rounds  Co^orn  shells,  sustaiining  no  casualties  in  my  own 
detachment. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  my  men  through- 
out the  engagement.  Those  not  employed  firing  the  mortars  made  very 
good  use  of  their  small  arms.  I  think  1  am  not  saying  too  much  by 
stating  that  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Fort  Haskell  was  defended 
checked  what  seemed  at  first  to  be  a  disaster,  but  by  our  continued 
eflorts  was  rendered  a  success. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM    H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Lieutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  Malont, 

Second  Lieutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  21. 


Report  of  Lieut.  James  B.  Casey,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Battery  K,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  the  part  my  com- 
pany took  in  the  engagement  of  the  25th  of  March,  18(J5. 

The  first  intiiiiation  we  had  of  the  attack  was  by  hearing  the  yelling 
and  firing  all  around  us.  As  soon  as  we  reached  our  mortars  we  found 
the  enemy  on  all  sides  of  us,  and  we  were  driven  back  after  hard  fight- 
ing and  being  Hanked.  Lieut.  John  Odell  was  killed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fight,  and  Captain  TAviss  was  wounded,  so  the  charge  of  the 
company'devolved  on  Lieutenant  Casey,  who,  after  having  been  driven 
back,  collected  some  of  the  company  and  reported  to  Major  Ager  at 
Battery  No.  4.  He  remained  there  a  short  time,  and  was  then  ordered 
to  proceed  with  the  company  to  the  battery,  now  being  charged  upon 
by  our  forces,  and  if  it  was  taken  to  open  fire  with  the  mortars.  He 
found  the  implements  destroyed  and  scattered  about,  so  that  he  was 
unable  to  fire  any. 
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Tlie  company's  loss  sums  up  to  49  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing; 
there  were  4  killed,  4  wounded,  and  the  rest  are  missing.  We  took  some 
prisoners,  but  how  many  I  cannot  tell.  We  have  lost  none  of  our  pieces, 
and  only  one  is  damaged,  and  that  slightly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  CASEY, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  Malont, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Siege  Batteries. 


No.  22. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  N.  Silliman,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Battery  Spofford,  of  operations  January  24. 

Batteky  Anderson,  Va., 

January  30,  1865. 
LiETTTENANT:  In  accordance  With  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  as  the  result  of  the  artillery  practice  at  Bat- 
tery Spoftord,  Va.,  during  the  engagement  with  the  enemy's  rams  on 
the  24th  instant: 

At  about  7  a.  m.  I  opened  fire  from  one  30-pounder  Parrott  gun,  at 
an  elevation  of  4  degrees,  the  distance  to  the  first  ram  being  about 
1,700  yards.  The  first  shot  fired  tumbled,  and  consequently  fell  short; 
tiie  se(!ond  took  the  grooves  and  struck  the  boat  near  the  smoke-stack, 
the  shot  having  no  visible  effect.  Of  the  number  of  shots  fired,  but 
two  failed  to  take  the  grooves.  I  fired  during  the  engagement  sixty- 
two  projectiles,  of  which  six  were  solid  shot,  forty-eight  percussion- 
shell,  and  eight  fuse-shell ;  of  the  number  fired,  twenty-seven  struck  the 
rams  with  no  visible  efl'ect,  with  the  exception  of  one  solid  shot,  which,  I 
think,  penetrated  near  the  forward  port-hole  on  het-  starboard  side; 
several  shell  struck  near  the  smoke-stack,  and  1  think  some  of  them 
perforated  it.  Of  the  six  solid  shot  fired,  five  struck  the  rams,  and  all, 
witli  the  one  exception,  either  glanced  off  or  were  crushed  against  her 
sides.  I  think  had  more  solid  shot  been  at  hand,  the  result  would  have 
been  much  more  satisfactory. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  N.  SILLIMAN, 
Second  Lieut.,  First  Connecticut  Arty.,  Comdg.  Battery  Spofford. 
Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Beers, 

Battalion  Adjutant. 


No.  23. 


Report   of   Lieut.  George   Booth,   Ninth   Battery  Massachusetts  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

FOET  ElCE, 
March  26, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  circular  of  to-day,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  my  command  was  not  actively  engaged,  further  than  firing 
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oue  rouml  of  spherical  case  dnring  the  attack  of  the  morning  of  the  25th. 
TLe  first  intimation  I  had  of  the  attack  was  by  hearing  mortars  shortly 
before  5  a.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOOTH, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Massachusetts  Battery, 

Commanding  Gun  Detachments  in  Fort  Bice. 

Lient.  George  W.  Booth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  24. 


Report  of  Capt.  Joseph   W.  B.   Wright,  Fourteenth  Battery  Massachu- 
setts Light  Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Battery, 

Near  Meade^s  Station,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  accordance  with  circular  order,  headquarters 
Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Array  Corps,  dated  March  20, 1865, 1  have  the 
honor  to  make  report  of  operations  during  the  action  of  the  25th  instant, 
the  substance  of  statements  of  enlisted  men  engaged. 

The  men  of  the  section  of  this  battery  in  position  in  Battery  10  were 
aroused  shortly  after  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  by 
cries  and  yells,  apparently  just  outside  the  works  in  front  of  the  guns 
and  on  the  works  to  the  right.  The  men  immediately  repaired  to  their 
Ijieces  and,  under  the  charge  of  a  lieutenant  and  non-commissioned  ofB- 
cers,  commenced  firing.  The  right  piece  was  loaded  and  discharged 
through  its  embrasure;  the  vent  piece  was  blown  out  by  this  discharge. 
The  left  piece  was  fired  immediately  after  the  right.  Directly  upon 
the  discharge  of  these  two  pieces  the  enemy  appeared  upon  the  parapet 
in  front  of  and  inside  the  works  to  the  right  of  the  first  piece,  which 
they  surrounded  and  captured,  together  with  its  detachment,  a  por- 
tion afterward  escaping.  The  enemy  were  almost  instantly  supported 
by  others  in  front  of  the  second  piece,  which  was  being  reloaded. 
Before  the  friction  primer  could  be  inserted,  the  cannoneers  of  the 
second  gun  were  surrounded  and  captured;  the  corporal  afterward 
escaped.  While  loading  the  guns  the  sound  of  axes  was  heard  in 
front.  Tlie  men  report  that  between  the  time  of  their  arousal  and  the 
capture  of  the  guns  they  noticed  but  a  very  little  musketry  and  no 
artillery  fire  whatever.  The  lieutenant  commanding  the  section  was 
killed  near  the  guns;  the  acting  corporal  of  the  guard  was  captured; 
and  the  sentinel  on  post  at  the  guns  at  the  time  was  wounded  and  is 
absent  at  hospital,  where  unknown.  There  was  x)resent  with  the  sec- 
tion one  officer  and  eighteen  enlisted  men,  two  of  whom  were  wounded 
and  eleven  are  missing. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  B.  WRIGHT, 
Captain,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  25. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Christian  Woerner,  Third  Battery  Neic  Jersey  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

Third  New  Jersey  Battery, 

Fort  Haskell,  March  26, 18G5. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  details  of  yes 
terday  morning's  engagement  with  the  enemy: 

Before  daylight  of  yesterday  morning  much  yelling  was  heard  from 
the  direction  of  Fort  Stedman,  also  much  picket-firing  from  tire  direction 
of  Forts  McGilvery  and  Stedman.  Soon  after  two  guns  were  fired  from 
Fort  Stedman.  1  did  not  understand  what  was  going  on.  Soon  after  I 
saw  a  strong  column  of  infantry  marching  in  close  column  from  Fort 
Stedman  on  Fort  Haskell,  inside  of  our  line  of  breast- works  and  between 
the  breast- works  and  camps,  which  I  supposed  to  be  our  infantry,  it 
being  still  so  dark  that  they  could  not  be  distinctly  seen.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  men  along  the  breast- work,  and  the  advancing  column  came 
without  resistance  to  within  100  yards  of  this  fort,  when  they  broke  and, 
covering  themselves  behind  the  tents  and  huts,  opened  a  strong  fire  on 
this  fort.  At  the  same  time  several  field  and  mortar  batteries  of  the 
enemy  commenced  shelling  this  fort,  and  I  immediately  opened  upon  the 
above-mentioned  infantry  force  with  canister,  in  a  short  time  completely 
silencing  them.  Now  another  infantry  force  was  seen  forming  in  the 
rear  of  Fort  Stedman  and  advancing  in  line  of  battle  and  with  waving 
colors  on  Fort  Haskell.  I  brought  one  of  my  guns  in  position  in  the 
right  corner  of  this  fort,  commanding  our  line  between  Forts  Haskell 
and  Stedman,  and  fired  on  them  with  canister  rapidly,  inflicting  to  them 
severe  loss  and  forcing  them  to  run  back  toward  Fort  Stedman  and 
their  own  lines  and  to  seek  shelter  behind  the  tents  and  huts.  Mean- 
while our  infantry  charged  up  to  our  breast-works  from  the  rear,  and 
that  part  of  the  enemy  covering  in  and  behind  the  huts  and  tents  threw 
off  their  arms  and  surrendered,  while  the  others  were  retreating  in  dis- 
order and  confusion  from  Fort  Stedman  and  its  vicinity  to  their  lines. 
Tliis  retreating  lasted  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  I  directed  the  fire  of 
my  guns  on  them  with  very  good  effect.  At  about  7.30  o'clock  Fort 
Stedman  was  again  in  possession  of  our  troojts  and  the  Union  flags  in  it. 

During  the  whole  engagement  Fort  Haskell  was  vigorously  shelled 
by  several  field  and  mortar  batteries,  but  I  could  reply  with  only  one 
gun,  the  others  being  engaged  with  Fort  Stedman  and  the  enemy 
assaulting  this  fort.  The  great  many  shells  exploding  in  and  above 
this  fort  have  done  comparatively  little  damage  to  the  work;  of  men, 
about  forty  were  killed  and  wounded.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  my 
ofQcers  and  men  have  behaved  very  well  and  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  courage  and  endurance. 

The  following  is  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  by  my  battery  dur- 
ing the  engagement:  29  rounds  of  solid  shot,  GO  rounds  of  spherical 
case,  100  rounds  of  shell,  117  rounds  of  canister. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties:  killed,  1  enlisted  man ;  wounded, 
2  commissioned  oflicers  and  5  enlisted  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHKISTIAN  WOERNER, 
Bvt.  Major,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Third  New  Jersey  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  20. 

Report  of  Capt.  Samuel   A.  McClellan,  Battery   G,  First   New    York 
L'ujlit  Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

Light  IUtteby  (i,  First  New  Yokk  Artilleby, 

Before  Petersbury,  F«.,  March  tiil,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  tbe  lioiior  to  reijort  that  about  daybreak  yes- 
terday nioniiiig,  March  25,  1<S(>5,  I  was  aroused  by  cheeiiug  aud  liiing 
of  juusketry  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Stednian.  I  inimediately  rose  and 
staited  out  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and  had  not  proceeded  in  that  direc- 
tion but  a  short  distance  when  I  mot  stragglers  going  to  the  rear,  who 
reported  that  tlie  enemy  had  captured  Fort  Stedman,  and  was  advanc- 
ing on  Meade's  Station.  Without  delay  I  caused  my  battery  to  be 
harnessed,  and  moved  tlie  section  of  guns  remaining  in  i)ark  to  take  a 
position,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  checking  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.  Soon  after  arriving  on  the  crest  of  the  heights  in  rear  of  Fort 
Stedman,  Major  Miller  rode  up  and  gave  orders  to  take  position  and 
open  on  tbe  enemy,  which  I  did,  with  apparently  very  good  effect,  caus- 
ing their  advance  skirmishers,  who  were  near  the  base  of  the  hill,  to 
fall  back  in  rear  of  our  old  line  of  rifle-pits,  about  200  yards  in  rear  of 
Fort  Stedman.  Believing  that  I  could  get  a  nearer  and  more  effective 
position  I  rode  down  to  the  front  to  select  one.  On  returning  I  met 
General  Tidball,  who  gave  me  orders  to  take  the  new  position  which  I 
had  selected.  While  moving  into  this  new  position  the  enemy  opened 
upon  my  column  with  two  light  12-i)ounder  guns,' which  he  had  taken 
with  the  fort,  but  his  fire  was  so  inaccurate  that  he  did  me  no  harm. 
I  returned  his  lire  with  solid  shot,  concentrating  the  lire  of  both  my 
guns  upon  each  one  of  his  in  succession,  and  succeeded  in  silencing  them 
in  about  half  an  hour.  About  this  time  I  observed  the  enemy  pass- 
ing in  rear  of  Fort  Stednian.  I  then  changed  my  fire  upon  them,  using 
shrapnel  and  solid  shot,  Avhich  continued  about  two  hours,  seemingly 
very  much  annoying  them,  and  causing  them  to  change  their  position. 
Our  troops  had  now  formed  for  a  charge  near  Fort  Haskell.  As  they 
advanced  the  enemy  began  to  retreat,  and  in  their  haste  became  massed 
in  the  road  in  my  front,  giving  me  a  good  enfilading  fire  on  their  col- 
umn, which  I  improved  to  the  best  advantage  with  solid  shot  aud  shrap- 
nel, killing  and  wounding  many  of  them.  During  this  time  one  section 
of  my  battery  at  Fort  Morton  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy 
while  they  were  advancing  upon  and  retreating  from  Fort  Stedman. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  both 
niy  ofiBcers  and  men,  and  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  worked 
their  pieces;  and  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred  dur- 
ing the  engagement. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended:  solid  shot, 
88  rounds;  spherical  case,  171  rounds;  shell,  29  rounds. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  A.  McGLELLAN, 
Captain,  First  New  Yorh  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  27. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Thomas  C.  Bice,  Battery  B,  First  Bennsyh-ania  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  iio. 

Camp  of  Batteky  B,  Fibst  Penn.  Light  Aktilleey, 

Fort  Davis,  Va.,  March  20,  1863. 
IjIEUTENANT  :  III  compliance  witk  circular  from  headquarters  Artil- 
lery Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows : 

The  first  intimation  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy  was  heard  about 
4.30  a.  m.,  in  the  direction  of  the  Appomattox.  The  cannoneers  were 
soon  up  and  at  their  posts  ready  for  any  emergency.  But  the  lighting 
was  confined  to  our  right  some  distance,  with  the  exception  of  a 
desultory  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  in  our  immediate  front,  directed 
on  trooiJS  passing  in  our  rear,  some  few  shots  on  Fort  Davis  and  Bat- 
tery 22,  to  which  a  few  shots  were  replied  from  Battery  22,  viz,  twenty 
Ijercussion-shell,  three  fuse-shell. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  ItlCE, 
First  Lieut.,  Comdy.  Battery  B,  First  Bennsylvaiiia  Light  Arty. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


No.  28. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Valentine  H.  Htone,  Batteries   C  and  T,  Fifth   U.  8. 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  2:~>. 

Batteries  C  and  I,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery, 

March  20,  1S65. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  received  this  day  from  head- 
quarters Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battery  in  the  engage- 
ment of  yesterday  morning: 

At  5  a.  m.  I  was  awakened  by  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  in  the  direction 
of  Fort  Stedman.  I  immediately  ordered  the  battery  to  be  got  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  once.  I  started  for  Fort  McGilvery.  When  I  arrived 
immediately  opposite  Fort  Stedman  I  met  some  stragglers,  whoinformed 
me  that  Fort  JStedman  and  a  mortar  battery  were  captured.  I  hastened 
on  to  Fort  McGilvery;  when  I  arrived  there  I  found  the  men  Just  com- 
ing out  to  reveille,  they  not  having  received  any  information  that  any- 
thing unusual  had  taken  idace.  I  went  from  there  to  Battery  No.  9. 
Upon  arriving  there  I  found  all  the  men,  both  infantry  and  artillery, 
at  their  proper  places  anxiously  awaiting  some  information  as  to  what 
had  taken  place.  I  looked  over  the  parapet  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Stedman.  I  could  just  see  in  the  gray  of  dawn  (it  was  then  about  5.15 
a.  m.)  a  line  of  battle  drawn  up,  moving  toward  me,  their  right  being 
inside  of  our  works;  this  line  extended  along  the  ravine  between  Bat- 
tery No.  9  and  Fort  Stedman,  their  left  resting  near  the  rebel  lines.  I 
immediately  ordered  my  section  to  open  on  them  with  spherical  case; 
they  were  in  easy  range,  about  400  yards,  maybe  a  little  more.  As 
soon  as  1  opened  a  heavy  fire  was  in  a  few  minutes  concentrated  on 
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Battery  No.  9  from  my  immediate  frout,  from  Fort  Stedman,  from  my 
right  flank,  from  an  8-inch  mortar,  from  the  rear,  from  the  "goose 
neck  "  battery.  I  kept  up  my  fire  for  three  hours.  At  8  a.  m.  some 
few  of  the  enemy  surrendered  and  came  into  the  fort.  One  of  the  rebel 
officers  informed  me  if  I  would  cease  firing  that  there  were  200  or  300 
who  were  under  my  flre  (I  was  firing  canister  then)  who  would  come 
in.  I  did  so,  and  over  300  came  in.  Tlie  enemy  were  all  the  time  in 
easy  range;  my  guns  were  fired  deliberately,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
not  a  round  of  ammunition  was  thrown  away.  I  was  informed  by  the 
rebel  ofldcer  mentioned  above  that  the  line  of  battle  that  I  had  fired 
upon  was  drawn  up  with  tlie  intention  of  charging  Battery  No.  9  and 
Fort  McGilvery,  and  that  if  I  had  delayed  firing  ten  minutes  longer, 
they  would  have  had  them.  I  had  two  men  badly  wounded.  My  men 
behaved  well.  Lieut.  Theodore  W.  Haysman,  Fourth  New  York  Artil- 
lery, deserves  particular  mention  for  his  coolness  and  bravery.  My 
right  section  was  in  Fort  McGilvery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
MacConnell,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery;  it  was  also  engaged. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VAL.  JL  STONE, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery,  Comdg.  Batteries  V.  and  I. 

Lieutenant  Booth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  29. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  A.  Humphreys,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Second  Army  Corps,  of  operatiom  February  5-11. 

Headquaktees  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13, 1805. 

General:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Second  Corps  in  the  recent  operations,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  army : 

i  was  instructed  on  the  4th  instant  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  with 
the  two  divisions  of  my  corps  not  in  the  intrenchments  and  two  bat- 
teries of  artillery,  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run  at  the  Vaughan  road 
and  at  Armstrong's  Mill,  to  hold  those  crossings,  keep  open  tlie  com- 
munication with  the  intrenchments  of  the  army,  open  communication 
with  the  Fifth  Corps,  under  General  Warren,  when  it  reached  the  inter- 
section of  the  Vaughan  and  stage  roads,  some  three  or  four  miles  distant, 
and  support  him,  if  required,  in  accordance  with  those  instructions,  I 
moved  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  with  General  Mott's  (Third)  division,  5,961 
officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  General  Smyth's  (Second)  division,  4,007 
officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Brevet 
Captain  Roder,  and  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Adams,  with  the  rations,  ammunition,  &c.,  ordered. 

Major  Hess,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  with  220  officers  and  men, 
joined  me  at  G  a.  m.  He  was  placed  in  advance,  to  drive  in  the  enemy's 
cavalry  pickets,  and  secure  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run,  so  as  to 
ccmceal  temporarily  the  fact  from  the  enemy  that  the  movement  was 
made  by  an  infantry  force. 

Majjor  Hess  found  the  enemy's  infantry  in  small  force  holding  the 
Vaughan  road  crossing,  the  run  being  dammed  and  obstructed  by  fallen 
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trees.  Being  unable  to  use  his  cavalry  with  any  effect,  General  De 
Trobriand's  skirmishers,  under  his  personal  supervision,  quickly  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  riile-pits,  and  secured  the  position  at  9.30  a.  m. 
This  brigade  was  then  rapidly  crossed  on  the  dam  and  put  in  position, 
covering  the  road,  and  his  pickets  extended  to  meet  tliose  of  General 
Smyth,  ordered  to  the  crossing  at  Armstrong's  Mill.  With  considera- 
ble difficulty  a  bridge  about  100  feet  in  length  was  tlirown  across  the 
stream.  West's  brigade,  of  Mott's  division,  followed  De  Trobriand's, 
and  was  subsequently  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  Hatcher's  Run, 
completing  the  security  of  the  position.  Captain  lloder's  battery  of 
12-pounders  was  put  in  position  here.  ' 

Smyth's  division  had  been  directed  by  me  to  diverge  to  the  right 
from  the  Vaughan  road  near  the  Cummings  house,  secure  the  «;rossing 
at  Armstrong's  Mill,  cover  it  and  extend  to  the  right  ])ast  tlie  11.  Arm- 
strong house,  and  rest  his  right  upon  the  small  swauq)  in  that  vicinity. 
Lieutenant  Adams'  battery  of  rifled  guns  was  sent  with  him.  These 
instructions  General  Smyth  executed  at  once,  finding  directly  in  front 
of  his  right,  about  1,000  yards  distant,  the  enemy's  iiitrenchments,  a 
redoubt,  with  the  connecting  curtains,  being  in  full  view.  These  works 
had  been  erected  since  the  last  movement  in  December.  General  Mott, 
by  my  direction,  sent  his  rear  brigade,  McAllister's,  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Tucker  house,  with  instructions  to  take  position  covering  the 
Vaughan  road  and  a  small  parallel  road  connecting  the  Squin^el  Level 
road  with  Armstrong's  Mill,  the  right  to  rest  near  the  swamp,  west  of 
and  near  to  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  and  the  left  to  extend  toward  the 
swamp,  on  which  Smyth's  right  was  to  rest.  Smyth's  division  was  relied 
upon  to  fill  up  the  interval,  should  there  be  one.  These  orders  were 
promptly  executed.  All  the  troops  were  directed  to  intrench  immedi- 
ately upon  taking  up  position.  Major  Hess,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, was  ordered  to  open  communication,  on  the  south  side  of  Hatcher's 
Run,  between  Mott's  right  and  Smyth's  left,  and  to  move  out  to 
Dabney's  Mill,  and  establish  a  post  of  observation  there,  and  upon 
eflecting  this  to  move  out  the  Vaughan  road  and  communicate  with 
Major  General  Warren.  While  he  was  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the 
first  part  of  this  direction,  I  proceeded  to  examine  Smyth's  and 
McAllister's  positions.  It  was  here  that  I  expected  the  attack  of  the 
enemy.  Finding  that  McAllister  was  unable  to  cover  the  ground" 
assigned  to  him,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commanding  general  of 
the  army,  I  telegraphed  to  Major-General  Miles,  whose  division  had 
remained  in  the  intrenchments,  to  send  out  a  strong  brigade  quickly 
to  the  Tucker  house,  to  relieve  McAllister's  right  and  enable  that  officer 
to  extend  to  his  left  and  connect  with  Smyth.  Major  Hess  was  unable 
to  carry  out  the  first  part  of  his  instructions,  but  the  pickets  of  the  two 
divisions  connected  along  the  south  branch  of  Hatcher's  Run.  Tlie 
enemy's  infantry  pickets  were  driven  from  the  Vaughan  road,  and  com- 
munication established  with  Major-General  Warren. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery  from  one  of  his  re- 
doubts that  enfiladed  the  road  leading  to  Armstrong's  Mill  from  the 
Vaughan  road,  but  doing  no  damage,  and  receiving  no  reply,  the  fire 
ceased.  At  4.30  p.  m.  Ramsey's  brigade  (Fourth  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion), 1,100  strong,  reached  the  Tucker  house,  and  enabled  McAllister  to 
extend  toward  Smyth's  right.  He  had  not  yet  quite  completed  this 
change  of  position  when,  at  5.15  p.  m.,  the  enemy,  having  concentrated 
a  strong  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Thompson  house  (since  ascertained 
to  be  the  chief  parts  of  Hill's  and  Gordon's  corps),  made  a  sudden  attack 
upon  the  right  of  Smyth  and  the  left  of  McAllister.    This  attack  was 
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promptly  and  skillfuUy  met  by  General  Smyth  and  General  McAllister, 
and  the  enemy's  leading  troops  quickly  repulsed,  but  the  action  was 
continued  by  those  moie  distant  until  after  7  o'clock.  The  enemy's  artil- 
lery opened  from  the  redoubt  already  mentioned  and  from  a  battery  near 
the  Thompson  house,  both  of  which  were  efiFectually  rephed  to.  Early 
in  the  action  I  ordered  up  West's  brigatle,  of  Mott's  division,  to 
strengthen  McAllister's  left,  which  it  did  before  the  termination  of  the 
engagement;  I  also  used  two  of  Smyth's  regiments  as  supports.  The 
enemy  withdrew  to  his  intrenchments  shortly  after  the  engagement 
ceased. 

Our  loss  (125  killed  and  wounded)  was  small,  while  that  of  the  enemy 
was  comparatively  severe  and  must  have  been  six  or  seven  times  greater 
than  ours.    I  append  a  tabular  statement  of  the  casualties. 

Among  the  wounded  is  Col.  M.  Murphy,  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
National  Guard,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
severely. 

During  the  evening  Hartranft's  division,  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  3,200 
strong,  and  Wheaton's  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  4,500  strong,  re- 
ported to  me  and  were  posted  along  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  con- 
necting with  the  intrenchments  of  the  army. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  concen- 
trate at  once  Major-General  Warren's  (Fifth)  corps  and  Gregg's  cav- 
alry at  the  Vaughan  road  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run,  as  soon  as  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  these  troops  arrived,  Major-General  Mott's  troops 
there — De  Trobriand's  brigade — were  moved,  at  about  2  a.  m.  of  the  6th, 
to  near  the  Tucker  house,  and  General  Mott  resumed  the  command  of  all 
his  brigades  as  well  as  of  Eamsey's. 

Early  next  morning,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  I  had  received  from 
the  commanding  general  of  the  army,  General  Mott  and  General  Hart- 
ranft  sent  out  reconnaissances  that  advanced  to  wifhin  sight  of  the 
enemy's  works  near  the  Watkins  house  without  finding  any  force  but 
the  pickets,  which  were  driven  inside  the  main  works.  At  the  same 
time  all  niy  command,  including  Miles'  division,  were  held  ready  to 
attack  the  enemy  should  he  be  found  outside  his  works.  At  2  p.  m. 
General  Wheaton's  division  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  Cummin  gs 
house  and  report  to  Major-General  Warren,  and  General  Mott  was 
ordered  to  hold  General  De  Trobriand's  and  General  West's  brigades 
ready  to  support  General  Warren.  They  were  subsequently  moved  to 
the  Vaughan  road  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Euu  with  that  object,  but 
returned  to  their  positions  at  night.  General  Smyth,  on  that  and  the 
following  day  (the  7th),  supported  General  Warren's  movements  with 
his  artillery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army,  the  First  and'  Third  Divisions  of  the  Second 
Corps  took  up  the  position  assigned  them  on  the  new  line  from  Fort 
Gregg  to  the  Vaughan  road  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run,  and  commenced 
the  construction  of  intrenchments. 

Ou  the  morning  of  the  11th  General  Smyth's  division  was  withdrawn 
from  its  position,  covering  the  crossing  at  Armstrong's  Mill,  and  posted 
ou  the  new  lino.  The  casualties  subsequent  to  the  5th  were  13  killed 
and  wounded. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  the  very  great  satisfaction  I  have 
felt  at  the  prompt,  skillful,  nnd  spirited  manner  in  which  the  duties 
were  performed  by  both  officers  and  men  during  the  operation.  It  was 
the  good  fortune  of  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  commanding  Second 
Division,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  McAllister,  commanding  Third  Bri- 
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gade,  Third  Division,  and  Col.  M.  Murpliy,  coinraandius'  Second  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  to  be  placed  in  positions  wliere  they  evinced 
both  skill  and  gallantry. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hazard,  commanding 
Artillery  Brigade,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willian,  acting  inspector-gen- 
eral, and  to  the  other  officers  of  my  staff,  for  the  zealous  assistance  tliey 
rendered  me. 

1  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  division  and  other  commanders, 
and  am, 

Very  respectliillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Tabular  statement  of  caatialties  in  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,   Second  A nny  Corps, 
during  H>e  operations  of  the  5th  instant. 
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Wounded. 
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83 
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18 

12 
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Casualties  siihseqnent  to  Fehruary  5,  1865. 
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Third  Division 

! 

Total 

2 

2              9  , 

1                1 

13 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


ADDENDA. 


Gekeual  Orders, 
No.  3. 


)    Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
J  February  12, 1865. 

Tlie  major-general  commanding  desires  to  express  to  the  officers  and 
men  engaged  in  the  recent  operation  the  satisfaction  he  lias  felt  at  the 
prompt,  skillful,  and  spirited  manner  in  which  every  duty  imposed  upon 
t,heni  was  performed.  Wliile  all  did  thoir  duty,  some  were  favored  by 
fortune  in  being  placed  at  the  points  against  which  the  enemy's  efforts 
were  concentrated,  and  weit^  thus  afforded  the  opportunity  of  display- 
ing conspicuously  their  soldierly  qualities. 
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Amoupf  those  favored  were,  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  commanding 
Second  Division.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  McAllister,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  and  Colonel  Mathew  Murphy,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Tlie  enemy  concentrated  a  powerful  force,  composed  of  parts  of  two 
corps,  Hill's  and  Gordon's,  on  the  right  of  Smyth  (Murphy's  brigade 
and  the  artillery),  and  in  front  of  McAllister,  and  nuule  a  determined 
effort  to  break  our  line.  They  were  skillfully  and  gallantly  met,  and 
repulsed  with  severe  loss  to  them  and  slight  to  us. 

The  commanding  general  accepts  this  first  operation  of  the  Second 
Corps  under  his  orders  as  an  earnest  of  what  is  to  follow. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

SEPTIMUS  CAENCEOSS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


No.  30. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding 
First  Division,  of  operations  February  5-7  and  March  35. 

Headquarteks  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  command  in  the  operations  of  tlie  5th,  Cth,  and  7th 
instant: 

During  the  night  of  the  4th  the  picket  line  of  the  Second  Division 
was  relieved  by  troops  from  my  command,  and  at  8  a.  ni.  on  the  5th 
the  Thirty-niiiUi  New  York  Volunteers  was  placed  in  garrison  at  Fort 
Emery,  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  New  York  occupied  Fort  Siehert.  At  3..'50  p.  m.  I  received 
orders  by  telegraph  from  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps  to 
send  a  strong  brigade  to  relieve  General  McAllister  in  the  position 
then  held  by  him  near  the  Tucker  house.  The  Fourth  Brigade,  Brevet 
Brigadier-Cieneral  Eamsey,  was  immediately  sent.  At  5.3(t  p.  ni.  orders 
were  received  to  send  another  brigade  to  the  same  spot,  if  possible,  at 
double-quick.  The  Tliird  Brigade,  Col.  George  von  Schack,  Seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  moved  at  once  to  the  Tucker  house  and  reported 
to  General  Eamsey,  bnt  returned  to  their  old  camp  the  same  night,  hav- 
ing received  orders  to  do  so  from  him.  In  tlie  meantime  I  had  received 
orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  to  recall  Colonel  von 
Schack,  as  his  brigade  was  not  required.  February  C,  at  G.45  p.  m.,  I 
received  a  telegram  from  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps, 
ordering  m(>  to  send  a  brigade  to  the  Vaughan  road  at  the  crossing 
at  Hatclier's  Eun.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  C.  Duryea,  Seventh 
New  York  Artillery,  was  moved  out  accordingly,  but  before  reaching 
their  destination  were  met  by  orders  from  the  same  source  directing  it 
to  return  to  camp,  which  it  at  once  did.  General  Eamsey  with  his 
brigade  reported  back  to  me  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  NELSON  A.  MILES, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  S.  Carncross, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps. 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  ISO',. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  tiikeii  by  thi.s  division  in  the  operations  of  tlie  25tli  instant: 

At  about  (i.30  n.  ni.  I  received  orders  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  corps  to  scud  out  reconnoitering  parties  to  ascertain  tlie  strengtli 
of  tlie  enemy  in  my  front.  I  therefore  directed  two  detachments  (one  of 
!iO()  men  from  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  and  one  of  100  men 
from  tlie  Fifty-third  Penusylvauiii  "Volunteers)  to  charge  the  enemy's 
picket-line.  The  detachment  of  the  Fifty-tliird  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers (FourthBrigade)  succeeded  iii  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  to  their 
works,  and  occupied  their  picket-line;  that  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York 
Volunteers  (First  Brigade)  was  at  first  unsuccessful,  being  repulsed,  but 
was  moved  to  the  left  of  my  division  line,  near  the  Watkins  house,  where 
they  again  attacked  with  success,  driving  the  enemy,  capturing  fifteen 
prisoners  (one  ofiicer)  and  occupying  their  line  of  rifle-pits.  Being  in 
possession  of  the  enemy's  picket-line  along  my  entire  front,  the  remainder 
of  the  First  Brigade  was  moved  out  and  placed  in  support;  tbey  were 
afterward  moved  up  to  the  line  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  the  picket- 
line  advanced  about  fifty  yards.  About  2  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from 
the  major-general  commanding  the  corps  to  move  my  entire  command 
out  of  the  works  into  position  near  tlie  Skinner  house,  ))reparatory  to 
attacking  the  enemy  in  force — the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Scott,  Sixty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers)  forming  the  left,  the  Second  Brigade  (Col. 
K.  Nugent,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers)  extending  the  line  to  the 
right,  and  the  Third  Brigade  (Col.  A.  Funk,  Thirty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers)  in  reserve.  The  Fourth  Brigade  (Colonel  Mintzer,  Fifty- 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers)  was  on  its  way  to  still  further  extend 
my  line  to  the  right,  when  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon 
that  portion  of  the  line  held  by  the  First  Brigade.  After  a  spirited 
fight  of  about  half  an  hour  they  were  repulsed.  • 

At  about  4  p.  m.  another  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  farther  to 
my  right  upon  the  line  of  the  Second  Brigade.  They  were  met  in  the 
most  gallant  manner,  and  after  repeated  efforts  to  turn  my  right  flank, 
which  were  foiled  by  the  presence  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  (Colonel  Mint- 
zer) and  the  Third  (Colonel  Funk),  which  was  brought  up  and  placed 
on  my  extreme  right,  they  were  again  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  My 
line  of  battle  now  extended  from  the  Watkins  house  on  the  left  to  the 
Smith  house  on  the  right.  During  the  progress  of  this  fight  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  was  re-enforced  by  a  regiment  from  General  Bartlett's 
brigade,  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  had  arrived  on  the  gi'ound  and  was 
lying  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  Skinner  house.  The  enemy's  last  attack 
was  made  at  about  6  p,  m.,  and  extended  along  my  whole  division  front. 
It  Wiis  made  with  a  heavy  force  (prisoners  were  taken  from  Heth's  and 
Johnson's  divisions).  The  enemy  were  repulsed  and  driven  back  at  all 
points.  Toward  the  close  of  this  action  the  Second  Brigade,  being  out 
of  ammunition,  after  having  once  replenished  their  boxes,  and  having 
sustained  a  loss  of  about  one-fourth  its  numbers,  was  relieved  by  three 
regiments  of  General  Bartlett's  brigade.  Fifth  Corps.  The  enemy  fell 
back,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  ou  the  field. 

At  8  p.  m.  the  Fifth  Corj)s  troops,  above  mentioned,  were  withdrawn, 
and  their  ground  partially  covered  by  men  of  tlie  First  and  Fourth 
Brigades.  A  strong  picket-line  was  established,  and  at  1  a.  m.  (2()th), 
under  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  I  withdrew 
my  command  to  the  intrenchments  left  the  previous  morning. 
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The  fighting  on  the  part  of  the  troops  of  this  command  was  marked  by 
anniiuRual  spirit  of  determination  and  enthusiasm;  they  fought  in  line 
of  battle,  without  works,  in  as  perfect  order  as  if  upon  drill;  scarcely  a 
skulker  or  coward  was  noticed  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle.  Colonel 
Nugent  particularly  distinguished  himself  by  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  he  fought  his  brigade,  resisting  and  repulsing  tlie  several  attacks 
of  the  enemy  in  the  most  stubborn  manner.  His  conduct  i.s  worthy  the 
liighest  praise.  Colonel  Scott  also  commanded  his  brigade  with  cool- 
ness and  skill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  Charles  A.  Whixtier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  31. 


Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Scott,  Sixty-first  New  Yorl:  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

March  27,  1865. 

Colonel :  T  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  leport  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  engagement  on  March  25, 1865: 

About  0  a.  ui.  we  were  ordered  by  the  bre\et  major-general  com- 
manding division,  through  a  staff  officer,  to  detail  200  men,  properly 
officered,  from  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers  to  charge  the 
enemy's  picket-line  in  our  front,  and  break  it,  if  possible.  I  personally 
superintended  the  assault,  but,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  thicket  and 
strength  of  the  enemy's  defense,  my  front  was  repulsed,  though  fighting 
gallantly,  losing  3  killed,  15  wounded,  and  10  missing. 

By  direction  of  General  Miles  I  withdrew  my  detachment  to  the  left 
of  our  division  line,  and  selected  a  new  ])oint  for  the  second  assault. 
This  time,  though  the  enemy  were  on  the  alert,  my  men  broke  and 
carried  their  line,  capturing  1  commissioned  officer  and  about  20  men, 
my  detachment  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers  here  losing  2 
enlisted  men  killed,  1  wounded,  and  5  missing.  The  corps  officer  of  the 
day,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Madill,  now  rapidly  advanced  our 
whole  picket-line  beyond  the  old  line  occupied  by  the  brigade.  1  now 
advanced  my  brigade  from  our  main  works,  taking  up  line  of  battle  a 
short  distance  in  rear  of  the  new  line  occupied  by  our  pickets,  sending 
the  regiments  to  the  immediate  support  of  the  picket-line  to  my  right 
and  left;  the  Second  New  York  Artillery  to  the  right.  Subsequently, 
about  1  p.  m.,  I  assembled  the  two  regiments  and  advanced  my  entire 
brigade  line  of  battle  to  the  front,  through  an  almost  impassable 
thicket,  woods,  morass,  swamps,  and  finding  the  enemy  holding  a 
strong  intrenched  picket-line,  their  front  covered  by  decj)  shisliing  and 
morass.  I  now,  by  direction  of  General  Miles,  took  up  a  new  advan- 
tageous line  a  little  to  the  rear,  and  where  the  c:;einy  had  had  their 
original  picket-line,  closing  intervals  of  regiments  to  the  left,  and  mak- 
ing room  for  tlie  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Nugent)  to  come  into  posi- 
tion, and  continued  my  line  to  the  light.  We  had  just  got  into  posi- 
tion, 3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy's  bugli'  sonnded  the  lorward.  The  eneniy 
charged  my  entire  front,  but  were  lairly  repulsed.    They  renewed  the 
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assault  later  (6  p.  m.),  but  with  no  more  success,  being  driven 
back  at  all  points,  we  capturing  some  prisoners.  About  this  time 
the  commanding  officer  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  reported 
liis  regiment  to  me  for  duty ;  but  not  needing  his  services  upon  my  front, 
General  Miles  soon  ordered  iiim  to  another  point.  Later  in  the  even- 
ing, about  8  p.  m.,  I  was  directed  by  an  aide  of  (leneral  Miles  to  deploy 
my  conunaiid  to  the  right,  covering  the  ground  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Second  Brigade.  I  did  tliis,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  Sixty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers  and  on  the  left  with  the  Third  Brigade.  We 
maintained  this  line  until  about  9  p.  m.,  when,  by  direction  of  General 
Miles,  1  deployed  a  strong  picket-line,  anticipating  a  withdrawal  of  my 
main  line,  using  for  this  purpose  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, part  of  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  part  of  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers,  the  latter  regiment  having 
been  reported  to  me  by  order  of  General  Miles.  This  line  connected 
on  the  right  with  the  Fourth  New  York  Artillery  and  on  the  left  with 
the  Third  Brigade  line,  leaving  reserves  at  the  house,  and  on  the  left 

at  the  old  wall  near house.  About  1  p.  m.  [a.  m.  26th],  by  orders 

of  General  Miles,  through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general,  I  withdrew  the  balance  of  my  brigade  and  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers,  returning  to  our  camp  in 
breast-woik  near  Battery  D. 

My  troops,  without  exception,  behaved  well,  standing  firm  under 
the  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  advancing  fearlessly  to  the  charge.  Too 
much  ]naise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  detachment  of  the  Sixty-first  New 
York  Volunteers — men  and  otiHcers  distinguished  themselves.  The 
offic  ers  of  my  staff,  Captains  McCallister  and  Kerr,  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Hickock, 
Twenty  sixth  Michigan  Volunteers,  were  very  efficient  at  all  times, 
gallant  in  action,  and  faithful  to  the  performance  of  all  dut^-,  Lieu- 
tenant Hickock  being  twice  struck  by  the  enemy's  bullets.  Accom- 
panying is  a  list  of  casualties.* 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  SCOTT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  A.  Brown, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 


No.  32. 


Report  of  Gapt.  Patrick  H.  Bird,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Twknty-eighth  Massachusetts  Voltjnteees, 

March  27,  1865. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  Second  Brigade. 
First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  Man^h  20,  18t!3,  1  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-eighth  Massa 
chusetts  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  on  the  25th  instant: 

The  regiment  with  the  brigade  broke  csimp  at  9  a.  m.  and  moved  i:  to 
the  front  line  of  works;  remained  under  arms  in  the  works  until  2  p.  m., 
when  it  moved  with  the  biigade  into  the  woods  in  front  of  the  works  and 


*  Shows  7  mou  killed,  3  officers  auil  70  iiieu  wounded,  and  44  men  missing;  total  127- 
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formed  line  of  battle.  We  were  attacked  by  the  enemy,  whom  we  re- 
pulsed two  different  times,  with  severe  loss.  We  were  relieved  at  dark 
by  a  regiment  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps.  After  being  re- 
lieved we  formed  in  rear  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  where 
we  remained  until  12  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  with  the  brigade  into  our 
present  encan»iiment. 

In  this  engagement  we  lost  4  commissioned  officers  wounded,  viz: 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Fleming,  Capt.  John  Connor,  Capt.  Patricl;  Mc- 
lutyre,  and  First  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Parker,  and  7  enlisted  men  killed 
and  CO  wounded,  many  of  whom  have  doubtless  since  died. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  II.  JUlti), 

CapUntt,  Commanding  Ticenty-elifhth  Mannachuseiis    Volmitccrs. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Foley, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraJ. 


No.  3.3. 


Report  of  Capt.  William  H.  Terwilliger,  Sixty-third  Keir  Yorl-  Iiiftmtry, 
of  operations  March  Sij. 

Headquarters  Sixtv-third  Isew  York, 

March  ^(i,  lt<G5. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  statement  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  25th  instant : 

Received  orders  to  strike  tents  at  G.30  a.  m.  About  9  a.  ni.  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  marched  to  the  breast- works  in  front  of 
First  Brigade  cam]);  remained  until  2.15  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  out 
side  the  works,  and  formed  line  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of  works. 
IVfoved  line  forward  into  woods,  threw  out  skirmisliers,  and  fell  back  to 
the  edge  of  the  woods;  remained  quiet  until  the  skirmishers  were 
driven  in,  Avhen  we  opened  an  oblique  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  was 
kept  up  for  two  hours  and  a  half;  were  then  relieved  by  a  portion  of 
the  Fifth  Corps;  then  fell  back  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  left  near 
the  ])icket-line  occupied  formerly  by  First  Brigade;  remained  about 
one  hour,  when  we  received  orders  to  relieve  a  portion  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  between  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  and  the  left  of  Third 
Division;  remained  about  one  hour;  was  then  relieved ;  left  one  officer 
and  thirteen  men  to  hold  the  line;  then  returned  to  camp  about  12 
o'clock  same  night. 

During  the  engagement  our  loss  was  trifling,  having  but  3  men 
wounded  and  1  missing  from  the  picket-line. 

1  talic  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this 
connnaiid  accjuitted  themselves  with  honor  to  themselves,  their  regi- 
ment, and  the  brigade. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TEltWILLIGER, 
Cajytain,  Commanding  Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Foley, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  34. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  J.  Smith,  Sixty-ninth  New  Yorlc  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Heabquakters  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  27.  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  respectfully  submit  a  state- 
ment of  tlie  operations  of  tbis  regiment  through  the  day  and  during 
the  action  on  Saturday,  March  25, 1865. 

Early  in  the  morning  we,  in  obedience  to  orders,  struck  tents,  loaded 
our  wagons,  and  got  under  arms  on  the  color  front.  About  9  o'clock 
the  regiment  was  marched  up  and  deployed  inside  of  the  breast- works 
in  front  of  the  First  Brigade.  About  2.15  p.  m.  the  regiment  was 
marched  out,  and  a  line  formed  along  our  old  line  of  picket-pits  and 
facing  the  woods;  ten  minutes  afterward  the  line  moved  forward 
and  halted  about  twenty  paces  in  front  of  the  Kenner  house.  About  4 
o'clock  the  line  was  again  advanced  and  halted  just  in  rear  of  the  line 
of  picket-pits  abandoned  by  the  enemy  during  the  morning.  About  this 
time  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  then  in  our  front,  moved  to  the  left  and 
the  enemy  commenced  to  make  demonstrations  of  an  attack  on  our  front 
and  on  our  right  flank ;  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  brigade 
commander,  I  threw  out  my  right  and  left  flank  companies  as  skir- 
mishers— the  left  company  covering  our  front,  and  the  right  company 
covering  and  encircling  our  right  flank,  which  was  otherwise  unpro- 
tected. The  enemy's  skirmishers  being  very  close,  our  skirmishers  com- 
menced firing  as  soon  as  in  line.  Soon  afterward  the  enemy's  bugles 
sounded  a  charge,  and  from  the  right  of  our  skirmish  line  the  enemy 
was  seen  to  advance  in  line,  in  very  strong  force,  at  the  double-quick, 
and  directly  in  our  front.  Our  skirmishers  immediately  in  front  were 
driven  in  slowly,  fighting  stubbornly  every  foot  of  the  ground.  Cap- 
tain Mulhall,  commanding  at  this  point,  received  a  severe  wound, 
falling  some  distance  in  front  of  our  line,  when  the  skirmishers  (the 
left  coripany)  approached  within  twenty  paces  of  our  line.  In  obedience 
to  orders,  I  called  them  in,  and  they  formed  on  our  left;  soon  afterward, 
the  enemy  having  approached  within  about  200  yards,  we  opened  fire. 
During  this  time  the  right  company,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Murtha  Murphy,  who  with  excellent  judgment  selected  a  good  posi- 
tion for  his  men,  i)oured  in  a  good  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  much 
exposed  in  his  front;  the  first  line  of  the  enemy  broke,' and  another  line 
was  immediately  advanced,  and  also  broke,  but  was  also  closed  up 
again,  and  advanced  as  far  as  a  swamp  in  our  front,  where  they  com- 
menced firing.  A  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  was  then  advanced  on  our 
skirmishers  on  the  right,  who,  in  consequence,  had  to  fall  back,  and  made 
a  bold  stand  behind  some  old  works,  on  a  line  with  our  right  flank,  in 
the  field  to  our  right.  The  enemy  about  this  time  discovered  that  this 
was  our  weakest  [point]  and  commenced  to  pour  in  some  of  their  troops. 
Not  being  able  to  drive  Captain  Murphy's  company  from  his  position, 
or  fearing  that  a  line  of  battle  was  there  in  reserve,  they  passed  around 
to  his  right  and  advanced  up,  flanking  his  position,  wlien  he  had  to 
hastily  fall  back  on  the  battalion  to  avoid  capture.  I  then,  in  obedience 
to  orders  received  from  the  brigade  commander,  in  anticipation  of  such 
an  event,  threw  back  three  companies  on  my  right  wing,  and  the  fire 
changing  from  our  direct  front  to  our  right  and  front,  I  directed  our 
fire  to  the  right  oblique.  The  enemy  soon  afterward  appeared  to  fall 
back,  when  the  order  to  cease  firing  was  given,  and  some  four  of  our 
men  went  out  and  brought  in  Captain  Mulhall,  wounded,  and  who  for 
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over  one  hour  had  lain  between  the  two  fires.  Some  ten  minutes  after- 
ward ,the  enemy  opened  again  from  a  line  of  battle  on  our  right  and 
front,  and  I  ordered  the  firing  to  commence  again.  During  the  firing 
I  discovered  that  although  our  men  had  each  on  coming  into  the  fight 
sixty  rounds  of  ammunition,  that  wc  were  then  running  short,  and  I 
directed  the  firing  to  be  moderate  and  slower,  and  sent  some  men  to 
the  rear  for  ammunition,  which  was  not  received  until  nearly  every 
man  had  expended  his  sixty  rounds  and  that  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
The  firing  was  continued,  details  continually  bringing  up  ammunition, 
until  about  ten  minutes  to  7  o'clock,  when  we  were  relieved  by,  I  believe, 
a  Michigan  regiment,  when  I  marched  the  regiment  about  fifty  paces 
to  the  rear,  and  then  had  each  of  the  men  supplied  with  sixty  rounds 
of  ammiinition.  We  lay  here  until  about  8  p.  m.,  when  we  were  marched 
by  the  left  flank  to  the  rear  and  left,  and  halted  at  some  of  our  old  picket- 
pits,  stacked  arms,  and  let  the  men  cook  some  coffee.  About  1  a.  m. 
of  the  26th  we  got  orders  to  fall  back,  and  marched  back  to  this  camp. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  coolness  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  all  of  my  ofBcers  and  men.  To  Captain  Milliken,  acting 
field  officer,  and  who  superintended  the  left  wing,  great  praise  is  due 
for  his  keeping  the  line  well  connected  and  steady,  particularly  so  as 
it  was  on  the  center  and  left  of  our  regiment  that  we  sustained  the 
greatest  loss.  To  Capt.  Murtha  Murphy,  for  his  good  judgment,  cool- 
ness, and  bravery,  in  protecting  our  right  from  being  flanked  by  the 
enemy,  too  much  in  praise  cannot  be  said.  Captain  Mulhall  also  acted 
with  the  greatest  bravery,  and  kept  his  skirmishers  well  to  the  front, 
and  fell  back  only  when  the  only  alternative  was  annihilation  or  cap- 
ture. I  regret  to  say  that  he  was  severely  wounded.  Acting  Adjutant 
Dolan  also  acted  in  the  bravest  and  coolest  manner,  and  rendered  the 
greatest  assistance  and  [was]  continually  along  the  line.  I  respectfully 
submit  that  in  his  case  application  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  State 
of  New  York  for  the  position  of  adjutant.  The  non-commissioned 
officers  all,  without  exception,  acted  with  the  greatest  bravery,  and  I 
most  resj)ectfully  decline  to  particularize  any  one  of  them,  but  they 
are  well  known  at  these  headquarters,  and  no  opportunity  to  do  them 
justice  will  be  overlooked. 

I  beg  to  state  that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  so  far  as  can  be 
possibly  ascertained,  is  as  follows:  Commissioned  officers — ^wounded,  2. 
Enlisted  men — killed,  9;  wounded,  83.    Total  killed  and  wounded,  94. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  J.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Comdg. 

Capt.  John  C.  Foley,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


No.  35. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  Smith,  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Eighty-eighth  New  Yoek  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 
In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  operations : 

This  command  received  orders  to  strike  tents  at  6.30  a.  m.  25th 
instant,  and  left  camp  at  0  a.  m.,  and  with  the  several  regiments  of  the 
brigade  occupied  the  first  line  of  works.    At  2  p.  m.  we  received  orders 
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to  advance  and  form  line  of  battle  at  the  enemy's  rifle-pits.  We  then 
stacked  arms  and  threw  out  skirmishers,  covering  our  front.  About  4 
p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  in  force,  driving  in  our  skirmishers  and 
charging  our  line.  'After  a  severe  engagement  of  over  two  hours  and 
a  half,  during  which  we  held  the  enemy  at  bay,  never  yielding  an  inch 
of  ground,  we  were  relieved  by  part  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  moved  back 
a  short  distance  to  the  rear  and  formed  line.  We  remained  here  for 
about  fifteen  minutes,  when  we  received  orders  to  move  farther  to  the 
rear,  stack  arms,  and  permit  the  men  to  rest,  and  at  12  p.  m.  Ave  received 
orders  to  fall  in  and  return  to  our  camp. 

I  feel  great  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  officers  and  men  behaved  in 
a  most  gallant  manner  when  under  lire,  and  that  their  conduct  through- 
out was  in  the  highest  degree  creditable. 

Our  losses  were  9  enlisted  men  wounded  and  2  missing. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yi>urs,  &c., 
/  JOHN  SMITH, 

Captain,  Commanding  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genekai.,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  3G. 

Report  of  Col.  George  von  Schack,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  dated  February  11, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  February,  by  orders  from  the  brevet  major-gen- 
eral commanding  the  division,  I  posted  three  regiments  in  garrison, 
viz,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  tweuty- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers  at  Fort  Siebert,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers  at  Fort  Emery.  At  about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day  I  received  orders  from  division  headquarters  to  move  all 
the  available  force  of  my  command  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Wyatt  house. 
I  therefore  moved  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh.  Seventh,  Fifty-sec 
Olid,  and  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  to  the  point  designated, 
arriving  there  about  C.30  p.  m.,  reporting,  as  ordered,  to  Brevet  Briga- 
dier-General Ramsey.  1  immediately  took  position,  by  his  orders,  in 
line  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Brigade.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival  at 
the  Wyatt  house  the  firing  along  the  line  had  nearly  ceased,  although 
up  to  half  an  hour  before  reaching  the  position  there  was  heavy  mus- 
ketry tiring,  apparently,  along  the  whole  line.  After  remaining  in  line 
about  three  hours,  during  which  time  the  troops  were  engaged  in 
throwing  up  breast-works,  I  received  orders  from  Brevet  Brigadier- 
Geaeral  Ramsey  to  take  my  command  back  to  camp,  where  I  arrived 
about  12  o'clock  the  same  night.  On  the  evening  of  the  Cth,  by  orders 
from  division  headciuarters,  I  placed  200  men,  properly  officered,  and 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  in 
garrison  at  Fort  Sampson,  where  they  remained  till  the  night  of  the 
7th,  when  they  were  relieved  by  other  troops  of  the  division. 

(in  the  5tli  and  (Jth  instant  my  brigade  picketed  the  line  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  VON  SCHACK, 
Colonel  Seventh  Neic  York  Regiment,  Gomdg,  Third  Brigade. 

Maj.  R.  A.  Brown,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  37. 

Report  of  Col.  Aiigustus  Funic,  Thirty-ninth  Kew  Yorlc  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Thied  Beig.,  First  Div.,  Second  Aemy  Coeps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  operatious  of  this  brigade  in  the  action  of 
the  25th  instant: 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  Madill,  having  been  detailed  as  corps  officer  of 
the  day,  turned  the  command  of  the  brigade  over  to  me  at  about  9  a.  m., 
at  which  time  tents  had  been  struck  and  our  troops  were  ready  to  move. 
About  2  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  we 
formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  our  works  and  advanced  to  a  position 
about  twenty  rods  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  of  the  division  as  a  support 
to  the  front  line.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when 
I  received  orders  to  form  a  line  to  the  left  and  rear.  While  executing 
this  order  the  enemy  attacked  the  front  line,  which  opened  with  a 
heavy  musketry  fire.  The  new  line  was  formed  in  good  order  along 
the  old  picket-line.  At  this  juncture  the  One  hnndred  and  eleventh 
New  York  Volunteers  was  detached  from  the  brigade,  by  order  of 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Madill,  corps  officer  of  the  day,  and  platied  in 
the  front  line  on  the  extreme  left  of  tlie  division.  While  this  was  being 
done  the  enemy  attacked  again,  this  time  striking  the  Second  Brigade 
of  the  division.  In  accordance  with  orders  I  moved  the  remaining  five 
regiments  of  the  brigade  rapidly  by  the  right  liank,  passing  the  rear  of 
the  Second  Brigade  (which  was  at  this  time  heavily  engaged  with  the 
en»'my),  and  formed  line  on  the  right  of  the  division,  supporting  two 
pieces  of  artillery  engaged  in  shelUng  the  enemy.  At  this  point  the 
brigade  was  for  some  time  exposed  to  a  well  directed  artillery  fire  of  the 
enemy,  as  well  as  a  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  i)osted  in  a 
house  in  our  front.    Firing  ceased  at  this  jwint  about  dark. 

The  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers,  being  on  the 
left  of  the  division,  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  6.30  p.  m. 
As  this  regiment  was  detached  from  the  brigade  during  their  action,  I 
forward  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Husk,  commanding 
the  regiment.  .It  is  believed  that  the  rapid  and  well  directed  fire  of  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  flank  of  the 
enemy  in  his  attack  on  the  Third  Division  tended  to  check  his  advance 
and  give  that  division  an  opportunity  to  form  their  right  and  re-estab- 
lish it  on  the  line  from  which  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  dislodging  it 
for  a  time. 

On  orders  from  division  headquarters  I  posted  pickets  in  front  of  the 
brigade,  connecting  with  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the  right  and  First  Brigade 
pickets  on  the  left,  and  about  1  a.  m.  of  tlie  26th  moved  the  brigade 
back  to  their  old  camp. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  brigade,  both  officers 
and  men,  in  the  various  movements  we  were  compelled  to  make,  apart 
of  the  time  moving  under  the  enemy's  fire;  and  I  am  confident  had  we 
been  called  upon  to  engage  the  enemy  directly,  the  brigade  would  have 
met  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  as  the  trooijs  were  anxious  to 
become  engaged. 

During  the  afternoon  Second  Lieut.  L.  Edelman,  Thirty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers,  being  left  in  camp  in  charge  of  the  brigade  guard, 
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started,  without  permission,  to  join  his  regiment,  and  being  somewhat 
intoxicated,  passed  through  our  advance  lines  and  has  not  been  heard 
from  since. 

I  talie  this  opportunity  of  calling  the.  attention  of  the  general  com- 
manding division  to  the  energetic  and  eflScient  manner  in  which  the 
brigade  staff  performed  their  duties  during  the  operations  of  the  day. 
Respectfully, 

A.  FUNK, 
Colonel  Thirty-ninth  New  YorTt  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Brown, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  38. 


Report  of  Maj.  Jacob  Scheu,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 

March  25. 

Hdqes.  Seventh  Regt.  New  York  Vol.  Infantry, 

March  26, 1865. 
Captain  :  In  accordance  with  circular  of  to-day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report: 

About  8  a.  m.  this  regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  in ;  tents  were  struck, 
and  the  regiment  was  under  arms  in  full  inarching  order  at  the  breast- 
works till  12  m.,  when  the  regiment  marched  off',  under  orders  directly 
from  brigade  headquarters;  took  part  in  all  the  movements  which  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to.  At  1  a.  m.  [26th]  reached  the  old  camping- 
ground. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  SCHEU, 
Major,  Gomdg.  Seventh  Regt.  Netc  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Capt.  E.  J.  Hueston, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  39. 


Report  of  Maj.  John  McE.  Hyde,  Thirty-ninth  New   YorTc  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Vet.  Volunteers, 

March  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  of  this  date, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

At  11.30  a.  m.  yesterday  we  were  ordered  to  the  front  to  support 
the  attacking  party.  We  remained  in  reserve  all  day.  During  the 
afternoon  we  supported  a  battery  while  it  dislodged  a  force  of  the 
enemy  from  a  large  house,  which  was  done  effectually.  Although  we 
were  not  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy,  yet  the  men  acted  brave 
and  cool;  and  had  our  assistance  been  required,  I  am  confident  the 
men  would  have  conducted  themselves  with  credit. 
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Our  loss  was  1  commissioned  officer  (Second  Lieut.  L.  Edelman)  miss- 
ing; casualties  among  men,  none. 
We  were  ordered  back  to  camp,  arriving  at  2  a.  m.  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McE.  HYDE, 
Major,  Commanding  Begiment, 
Capt.  E.  J.  HuESTON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  40. 


Beport  of  Lieut,  Col.  Henry  M.  Karples,  Fifty-second  New  Yorh  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Fifty-second  Kegt.  New  York  Vet.  Vols., 

March  36, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment  struck  camp 
at  8  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  remained  under  arms  until  3 
o'clock,  when  it  moved  forward  with  the  brigade,  and  formed  line  of 
battle  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  where  it  remained  until  4.30 
p.  m.,  when  it  moved  by  the  flank  to  the  right,  then  in  line  of  battle 
forward,  connecting  with  the  Thirty -ninth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the 
right  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers  on 
the  left,  through  a  piece  of  wood-swamp,  forming  with  the  brigade 
in  an  open  field,  supporting  a  section  of  artillery.  Tho.  regiment 
remained  there,  part  of  the  time  under  light  artillery  fii*e,  until  10,40, 
when  it  moved  by  the  flank  back  to  its  old  position,  and  was  dismissed. 
While  under  fire  one  enlisted  man  was  slightly  wounded. 
I  am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  KARPLES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  E.  J.  HuESTON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  41. 


Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  W.  Husk,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New 
Yorh  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  111th  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  26,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  circular  received,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  flght  of  March  25,  in  which  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  participated: 

On  Saturday  morning,  March  25,  at  about  7  a.  ni.,  I  received  orders 
to  have  the  regiment  fall  in,  and  to  pack  up  everything  but  tents.  At 
about  9  a.  m.  received  orders  to  strike  tents,  and  be  prepared  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice.  We  remained  under  arms,  on  the  color  line,  until 
about  2  p.  m.,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  out  by  the  right  flank, 
following  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers. 
We  moved  out  through  the  works,  and  filed  left  past  the  Smith  house, 
formed  line  of  battle,  and  moved  to  the  iront;  crossing  our  picket-line 
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to  the  left  of  the  Smith  house,  moved  about  200  yards  to  the  frout  of 
the  picket-line,  aud  were  halted  in  the  open  field,  between  two  pieces  of 
wood.  We  remained  here  about  two  hours,  when  tlie  brij^ade  was 
moved  to  the  left  about  one  quarter  of  a  nnle.  We  had  just  halted  and 
were  forming  line  of  battle  in  the'woods,  when  the  enemy  charged  the 
brigade  in  our  frout,  and  for  a  short  time  the  musketry  was  very  lieavy. 
At  this  time  General  Madill  ordered  my  regiment  to  move  to  the  left 
and  front,  and  occupy  the  space  in  the  open  field  to  the  right  of  tlie 
house,  and  connecting  with  the  Third  Division  on  my  left  and  the 
Second  lirigade  on  my  right.  I  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down,  as  the 
enemy's  sharp-shooters  were  very  active.  At  about  6.30  p.  m.  we  dis- 
covered a  line  of  battle  in  our  front,  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  at 
the  same  time  another  line  charged,  with  a  yell,  on  the  right  of  the 
Third  Division.  We  gave  the  enemy  in  our  frout,  who  had  alieady 
staited  on  the  double  quick,  our  particular  attention,  and  after  a  few 
well  directed  volleys  they  broke  and  fled  in  confusion.  The  line  in 
front  of  the  Thiid  Division  was  for  the  time  more  successful,  driving 
back  the  right  of  the  division  for  a  short  distance.  I  then  directed  my 
regiment  to  fire  to  the  left  oblique,  thus  getting  a  cross-fire  on  them, 
and  punishing  them  severely  and  holding  them  in  check.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Third  Division  rallied  and  charged  to  recover  the  lost  ground, 
which  they  did,  routing  the  enemy  and  capturing  a  number  of  prison- 
erSi.  By  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  and  the  firing  had  nearly  ceased. 
We  immediately  threw  out  vedettes  in  our  front,  and  Ave  remained  in 
this  position  until  about  1  a.  m.  [26th],  when  I  was  ordered  to  post  a 
picket  in  front  of  my  line  and  march  my  regiment  back  to  camp. 

Several  deserters  came  into  my  line  during  the  evening,  who  reported 
that  the  enemy  were  badly  demoralized  and  cut  up. 

My  regiment  was  nearly  all  new  men,  who  smelled  powder  yesterday 
for  the  first  time.    They  fought  nobly,  both  ofiicers  and  men,  and  1  am 
proud  of  them,  knowing  that  when  the  tug  of  war  comes  they  can  always . 
be  depended  upon. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  W.  HUSK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  111th  New  York  Volunteer s,  Gomdg.  Regiment. 

Capt.  E.  J.  HuESTON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  42. 


Report  of   Capt.  I.  Hart  Wilder,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New 
York  Infantry^  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  126th  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  26,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  battalion  in  the  operations  of  yesterday,  March  25 : 

I  received  orders  at  7  a.  m.  to  strike  tents  and  be  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice.  At  8  o'clock  my  command  was  in  line  awaiting 
the  order  to  move.  About  1  p.  m.  the  battalion,  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  moved  a  short  distance  in  front  of  the  picket-line  held  by  the 
Second  Brigade  previous  to  the  advance.  The  troops  rested  in  lijie  for 
one-half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  aud  then  moved  to  the  left  on  the 
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old  picket-line  of  the  Third  Biigade.  Remained  there  but  a,  short  time, 
when  the  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  moved  by  the  right  flank  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  line,  then  held  by  the  pickets  of  the  Fourth  Brigade.  Here  we 
remained  in  hue  of  battle  until  11  or  12  p.  m.,  when  we  returned  to  our 
old  camp. 
Itespectfully  submitted. 

I.  HART  WILDER, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
(3apt.  E.  J.  HuBSTON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


No.  43. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  John  Ramsey,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry, 
commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  February  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  troops  under  luy  command  during  the  operations  of  the  5th, 
6th,  and  7th  instant: 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding 
tliQ  division,  the  disposable  force  of  my  command,  consisting  of  the 
Fourth  NcAV  York  Artillery,  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Fifty- 
fhird.  One  hundred  and  sixteenth,  and  One  hundred  and  forty-flfth 
J'eiinsylvania  Volunteers,  moved  from  camp  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
.■  ih  instant,  to  relieve  Brevet  Brigadier-General  McAllister,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  then  in  line  of  battle  at  the  Tucker 
house.  Arrived  on  the  ground  about  4  p.  m. ;  relieved  General  McAllis- 
ter of  the  po.sition  he  then  held,  he  subsequently  going  into  line  of 
battle  on  my  left.  About  5  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  determined  assault 
npon  theline  occupied  by  the  two  brigades,  but  massing  on  McAllister's 
front  and  extending  to  my  left;  the  fire  in  my  front,  however,  was  not 
of  a  very  serious  nature.  General  McAllister's  brigade  held  this  line. 
I  am  satisfied,  from  the  heavy  assaults  of  the  enemy,  he  could  not  have 
held  it  alone;  my  arrival,  under  the  circumstances,  was  very  portentous 
and  opportune. 

Find  report  of  regimental  commanders  accompanying  this. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RAMSEY, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Richard  A.  Browu, 

Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  44. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Glenny,  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headquarters  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 

February  IS,  1865. 

Tn  compliance  with  circular  of  12th   instant  from  brigade  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  re^jort  that  on  Sabbath  afternoon  of  the 
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5th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  tbe  brevet  brigadier  general 
commanding,  the  regiment  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Kuu, 
and  were  assigned  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  joining  the 
troops  of  the  Third  Division,  behind  works  hastily  constructed  by  other 
troops,  near  the  Tucker  house,  where  they  remained  without  being 
engaged,  and  participated  in  the  operations  only  by  strengthening 
their  works,  building  abatis,  slashing  timber,  furnishing  details  for 
guard,  picket,  &c." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  GLENITX^, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  J.  F.  Grain, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fourth  Brigade. 


No.  45. 


Report  of  Col.  William  M.  Mintzer,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vols., 

February  13, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  rela- 
tive to  the  operations  of  this  regiment  on  the  5th  and  6th  and  7th 
instant: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant  I  received  verbal  instructions 
from  brigade  headquarters  to  have  my  command  in  readiness  to  move 
at  once.  Very  shortly  afterward  I  was  ordered  to  mo  ve,  following  the  One 
hundred  and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers.  Our  line  of 
march  was  parallel  with  the  Squirrel  Level  road  and  south  of  it.  We 
moved  in  that  direction  about  two  miles,  when  I  was  ordered  to  form 
line  of  battle,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  Onehundred  and  sixteenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  on  the  left  with  the  Sixty-fourth  New 
York  Volunteers,  relieving  part  of  the  Third  Division,  Second  Corps. 
This  was  about  4  p.  m.  Soon  afterward  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
upon  the  line  to  the  left  of  our  brigade,  through  the  woods  in  front. 
Three  successive  attacks  were  made.  During  these  attacks  I  ordered  the 
left  of  my  regiment  to  flre  to  the  left  and  front  of  it,  thus  subjecting  the 
enemy  to  a  cross-fire.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  had  some  effect 
upon  the  enemy.  At  about  dusk,  the  enemy  having  been  repulsed, 
firing  ceased.  I  stationed  pickets  in  my  front,  connecting  with  the 
One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  right  and 
the  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  left.  No  casualties 
occurred  in  my  command  during  the  attack.  Officers  and  men  behaved 
well.  My  command  remained  in  the  position  first  occupied  (with  slight 
maneuvering  on  the  6th  instant)  until  we  returned  to  camp  on  the  fore- 
noon of  the  9th  instant.  I  now  occupy  the  camp  I  left  on  the  5th 
instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  MINTZER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment, 

Lieut.  J.  Frank  Grain, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Brigade. 
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No.  46. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  C.  Anderson,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqks.  Fifty-thied  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vols., 

March  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations 
of  this  regiment  in  yesterday's  engagement: 

Eeceiveid  orders  from  Colonel  Mintzer,  commanding  brigade,  at  3  p.  m., 
to  move  by  the  left  flank,  following  the  Sixty-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers. We  moved  forward  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  a 
house  in  front  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  i)icketline,  connecting  with  the 
Sixty-sixth  New  York  on  the  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  left.  Shortly  afterward  received 
orders  to  move  by  the  left  flank,  followingthe  One  hundred  and  sixteentli 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  to  the  position  formerly  held  by  the  Fourth 
Brigade  picket-line.  Soon  afterward  we  again  moved  by  the  left  flank, 
following  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers; 
formed  line  of  battle  to  the  right  of  the  f'ourth  New  York  Heavy  [Artil- 
lery ] ;  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Mintzer  to  move  forward  until  we  engaged 
the  enemy.  1  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  threw  out  a  strong 
skirmish  line,  drove  the  rebel  pickets  from  their  position,  and  captured 
five  prisoners.  1  was  ordered  to  let  my  regiment  remain  there  and 
hold  the  position.  While  we  were  in  this  position  the  enemy  charged  on 
the  brigade  to  my  left.  I  ordered  my  men  to  fire  on  them,  thus  subject- 
ing them  to  a  cross-fire.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  good  execution 
was  done.  At  about  11  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from  the  colonel  com- 
manding brigade  to  withdraw,  moving  by  the  left  flank.  We  moved 
back  to  camp,  arriving  at  12  m. 

During  the  engagement  I  had  five  men  wounded  and  one  man  miss- 
ing.   Officers  and  men  behaved  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  ANDERSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  S.  P.  Corliss, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  47. 


Report  of  Col.  St.  Clair  A.  Mulholland,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  of  operations  Febrvury  5-7. 

Camp  116th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

February  13, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  brigade  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  during  the  recent  operations  of  February  5,  6, 

and  7 :  ,     ■  ■•  j.-.  x. 

My  regiment  left  camp  on  Sunday,  the  5th  instant,  and  with  the  rest 
of  our  brigade,  under  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  llamsey, 
moved  to  a  point  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  left  of  our  present  posi- 
tion.   Here  we  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Third  Division,  who  were  con- 

14  E  B— VOL  XLVI,  PT  I 


210  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVm, 

structing  breast-works.  I  at  once,  iu  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade 
headquarters,  threw  out  a  few  pickets,  and  also  employed  a  part  of  my 
command  in  strengthening  the  earth-works  in  our  front.  During  the 
afternoon  heavy  musketry  firing  was  heard  on  our  left,  and  several 
pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  fire  (with  shell)  in  our  front.  As 
my  command  was  sheltered  by  breast- works,  it  did  not  suffer  any  there- 
from. We  remained  in  the  same  position  until  Thursday  morning,  8th 
instant,  and  then  moved  back  to  our  present  camp. 
No  casualties  occurred  during  the  movement  in  my  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ST.  CLAIR  A.  MULHOLLAND, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  J.  F.  Grain, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Fourth  Brigade. 


No.  48. 


Report  of  Capt.  Jam^  H.  Hamlin,  One  hundred  and  forty-ffth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headqtjaetees  145th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

February  12,  1865. 
Lieutenant:  Pursuant  to  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  statement  of  the  operations  of  this  command  from  the  5th 
to  the  7th  instant,  inclusive: 

On  the  5th  instant,  as  per  orders,  the  command  moved  out  in  front 
of  the  Cummings  house  and  formed  line  on  left  of  brigade.  The  enemy 
hereupon  opened  with  musketry  almost  before  the  alignment  was  com- 
pleted. The  line  not  being  complete  at  the  right,  by  direction  of  brevet 
brigadier-general  commanding,  the  regiment  was  moved  to  that  position 
on  double-quick  at  this  juncture.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  com- 
menced shelling  the  position.  One  man  of  the  command  was  wounded. 
On  the  6th  and  7th  instant  the  same  position  was  held,  nothing  of 
importance  transpiring. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  HAMLIN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  J.  F.  Grain, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  49. 


Report  of  Capt.  Alfred  A.  Rhinehart,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  148th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  27,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  existing  orders,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  this  command  on  Satur- 
day, the  25th  instant : 

Immediately  after  daylight  the  regiment  was  got  under  arms  and 
kept  in  hand  in  the  breast-works  until  about  3.30  p.  m.,  when  orders 
were  given  t*)  have  the  regiment  march  out  r.nd  join  the  brigade,  then 
moving  to  the  front.  My  command  remained  with  the  brigade  iu  sup- 
port of  the  picket  on  the  right  of  the  division  line,  and  afterward  in 
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support  of  the  general  line  of  tbe  division,  until  about  4.15  p.  m,,  when 
I  was  directed  by  Lieutenant  Corliss,  of  the  brigade  staff,  to  take  ray 
eomraand  into  an  open  field,  just  in  rear  of  an  old  house  and  barn 
and  to  the  right  of  a  swann)  fronting  the  center  of  the  brigade 
camps,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  picket-line.  I  here  deployed 
the  line  to  some  extent  along  a  rail  fence,  ordering  the  men  to  take 
down  the  fence,  pile  up  the  rails,  and  make  covers  of  them  for  them- 
selves. I  also  directed  Captain  Sutton,  of  the  regiment,  to  take  twelve 
or  lifteen  men,  armed  with  Spencer  rifles,  to  the  picket-line  and  front  as 
sharpshooters;  with  these  he  was  enabled  to  annoy  considerably  a  body 
of  the  enemy  in  a  large  white  house  just  behind  their  picket-line,  and 
he  iinally  succeeded  almost  entirely  in  silencing  the  sharpshooting  kept 
up  from  this  house.  At  about  5  p.  m.  the  picket  reserve  in  front,  being 
pressed  by  the  enemy,  came  back  in  confusion  on  my  line.  The  enemy 
kept  up  a  rapid  iire,  and  part  of  my  line  on  the  right  and  left  were 
thrown  into  confusion ;  this  was  aided  by  the  fact,  as  some  of  the 
men  persistently  declare,  th&t  an  officer  repeatedly  cried,  "  fall  back, 
men ;  fall  back,  men."  The  whole  line  was  immediately  rallied,  however, 
and  moved  forward  in  a  few  moments  to  the  old  buildings  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill.  Here  a  constant  and  rapid  iire  was  kept  up  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  enemy's  column,  attacking  the  main  line  of  tlie  division 
until  dark.  The  regiment  then  held  position  here  until  about  12.30  a. 
m.  of  the  26th,  when  orders  were  received  to  return  to  camp. 

During  the  day  I  lost  1  man  killed,  1  officer  and  8  men  wounded,  and 
1  man  missing. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  A.  RHINEHAET, 
Captain,  148th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  S.  P.  Corliss, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Brigade. 


No.  50. 


Report  of  Maj.  Seward  F.  Gould,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of 
operations  February  5-7. 

Headquarters  Fourth  New  York  Artillery, 

February  13, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  circular  of  the  12th  instant  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant,  as 
regards  this  regiment: 

About  5  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant  this  command 
broke  camp,  and  repaired  by  the  way  of  the  Squirrel  Level  road  to  the 
Tucker  house,  where  we  joined  our  brigade,  and  were  ordered  into 
line  on  the  right  of  the  same.  £  immediately  sent  out  a  picket;  the 
remainder  were  engaged  all  night  in  building  a  breast- work.  On  the 
6th  instant  we  had  details  out  cutting,  slashing,  &c.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon I  had  an  abatis  put  in  front  of  my  regimental  line;  we  remained 
in  the  same  place  and  position  until  relieved  with  the  brigade,  and 
returned  to  our  old  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  GOULD, 
Major,  Commanding. 
Lieut  J.  Frank  Crain, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  4th  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps. 
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No.  51. 

Report  of  Brig.    Gen.   Thomas  A.  Smyth,   U.   8.  Army,  commanding 
Second  Division,  of  operations  February  5-11. 

Headqt'arteks  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 

Major  :  In  couipliance  witU  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Corps, 
received  the  afternoon  of  February  4,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
this  division  marched  from  camp  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant,  in  the 
following  order:  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Olmsted;  Second  Brigade,  Col- 
onel Murphy;  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery;  and  Third  Brigade,  Lieut. 
Col.  F.  E.  Pierce.  The  command  was  massed  at  the  McDougall  house, 
and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  ordered  to  report  to  me  was  onlered  to  the 
front  as  an  advance  guard,  supported  by  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  belonging  to  tlie  First  Brigade.  Upon  the  a'  vance  arriving 
atthe  road  leading  to  the  Armstrong  house,  the  cavalry  drove  thecnemy's 
vedettes  across  Stony  Creek  Eun,  where  tfiey  were  checked.  The  Nine- 
teenth Massachusetts  then  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  across  Hatch- 
er's liun.  The  Nineteenth  Maine,  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  the  Seventh 
West  Virginia  Volunteers,  of  the  Third  Brigade,  crossed  the  run  (Hatch- 
er's) and  occupied  the  ground  on  the  opposite  side.  The  rest  of  the  divis- 
ion was  then  marched  up  the  road  leading  to  the  Armstrong  house,  and 
placed  in  line  of  battle  beyond  said  house,  in  the  following  order :  the 
Second  Brigade,  with  two  regiments  of  llie  Third  Brigade,  on  the  right; 
the  First  Brigade,  with  two  regiments  of  the  Tliird  Brigade,  on  the  left; 
the  remaining  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  being  on  the  extreme 
left.  The  riglit  of  the  line,  after  being  formed,  rested  upon  Stony  Creek, 
and  the  left  upon  Hatcher's  Eun,  after  which  disposition  I  ordered  the 
Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, and  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  across 
Stony  Creek,  in  order  to  make  connection  with  McAllister's  brigade,  of 
the  Third  Division  of  this  corps.  Pour  guns  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts 
Battery  were  placed  in  position,  in  rear  of  my  line,  upon  an  elevated 
piece  of  ground.  The  enemy  opened  upon  them  after  being  placed  in 
position,  but  were  not  replied  to,  as  it  was  evident  that  they  were  only 
teeling  our  position.  About  3  p.  ni.  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on 
the  left  of  the  E.  Armstrong  house,  also  on  the  left  of  the  line,  which 
was  also  a  feint  to  cover  their  movement  on  the  right.  About  4.30  p. 
m.  they  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  right  of  my  line,  driving  in 
my  skirmishers,  when'l  took  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  New  York 
Volunteers  and  the  Fourth"  Ohio  Volunteers,  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
across  the  run  to  support  them;  at  the  same  time  I  ordered  the  Four- 
teenth Connecticut  Volunteers,  of  the  same  brigade,  to  change  front 
on  the  edge  of  the  swamp.  Upon  making  the  above-mentioned  dispo- 
sitions I  found  McAllister's  brigade,  of  the  Third  Division',  filing  in  to 
occupy  the  ground  that  I  intended  to  occupy  with  those  regiments, 
after  which  I  ordered  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery  to  change 
front  and  open  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  by  this  time  engaged  with 
my  right  and  McAllister's  (of  the  Third  Division)  left.  After  three 
attacks  the  enemy  was  repulsed. 

About  4  o'clock  of  the  Cth  instant  the  Fifth  Corps  advanced  on 
the  left  of  this  division,  and  soon  afterward  appeared  to  be  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy;  and  observing  that  they  appeared  to  be  giv- 
ing away  I  ordered  a  section  of  Kodcr's  battery.  Fourth  U.  8.  Artillery, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Smitli,  of  tlie  same  regiment,  to  open,  and 
ordered  two  regiments  of  the  Tliird  Brigade,  which  I  had  in  reserve, 
into  position  on  the  left,  covering  the  bridge  across  Hatcher's  Eun. 
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On  the  7tb  instant  the  divisio)i  -was  not  engaged,  witli  the  exception 
of  some  artillery,  which  opened  in  compliance  with  instructions  received 
from  headquarters  Second  Corps  and  at  the  request  of  an  oflBcer  be- 
longing to  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  corps,  at  that  time,  was  advancing. 
On  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  instant  nothing  of  importance  transpired. 
At  daylight  on  the  11th  instant  the  division  moved  to  the  position  it 
now  occupies. 

Herewith  please  find  inclosed  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders. 
Tlie  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  good. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  A.  SMYTH, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volutifcers,  Gommmiding  Division. 
Maj.  S.  Camncboss, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Corps. 


No.  52. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Division,  of  operations  March  35. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  division  on  the  25th  instant : 

The  Second  Brigade  was  in  position  on  our  line  during  the  day.  The 
First  Brigade  remained  in  position  along  the  lines  until  about  0  j).  m., 
when  they  went  forward,  by  order  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps, 
to  support,  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps.  On  reporting  to  the  major- 
general  commanding  it  was  ordered  back  to  its  place  in  the  line. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  the 
corps  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy's  right,  the  Fourteenth  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  Twelfth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  all  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore,  Fourteenth  Connecticut,  assaulted  the  enemy's  works 
about  4  p.  m.  and  carried  the  works  over  Hatcher's  Kun  and  Pictune 
llun,  capturing  seventy  prisoners.  The  skirmish  line,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  McAnally,  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers^ 
advanced  to  within  sight  of  the  Boydton  plank  road.  Brig.  Gen.  T. 
A,  Smyth,  commanding  the  Third  Brigatle,  accompanied  the  command 
ordered  to  make  the  demonstration.  On  receiving  word  from  General 
Smyth,  that  if  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  were  sent  to  him,  he  could 
hold  his  position,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  join  him.  General  Smyth 
held  his  advanced  position  until  10  p.  m.,  when  he  retired  to  the 
advanced  picket-line. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Fourteenth  Connecticut,  Twelfth  New 
Jersey,  and  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  behaved  in  the  most  gallant 
manner.  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Lacy,  One  hundred  and  sixty-iburtli 
New  York  Volunteers,  division  ofiicer  of  the  day,  was  severely  wounded 
on  the  picket-line.  Tliis  is  the  third  or  fourth  time  this  meritorious 
officer  has  been  wounded  during  the  war. 

A  report  of  casualties  has  been  forwarded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HAYS, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps. 
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No.  53. 

Report  of  Col.   William  A.   Olmsted,  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqks.  First  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 

Major  :  In  compliance  witL  circular  of  the  lltL,  Second  Division 
Leadquarters,  I  report  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  oi;  the  5(,h,  Gth, 
and  7tli  instant. 

February  ."i,  the  brigade  'was  formed  at  its  old  camp,  and  marched 
at  7  a.  m.  down  the  Vaughan  road,  where  we  halted  for  the  Third 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  to  pass.  The  Nineteenth  Massachusetts, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kice,  was  advanced  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  a 
brigade  of  the  ThirA  Division.  The  balance  of  the  brigade  moved  on 
the  Vaughan  road,  and  changed  direction  to  the  right  through  the 
woods,  arriving  at  or  near  Hatcher's  Run,  crossed  over  Wild  Cat  llun, 
and  formed  line  of  battle,  facing  the  woods  and  westward,  as  follows : 
The  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  on  left;  Thirty-sixth 
Wisconsin,  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York,  Fifty-ninth  New 
York,  the  Seventh  Michigan,  and  First  Minnesota  were  thrown  out  as 
skirmishers  to  the  left  and  front,  with  their  left  resting  on  Hatcher's 
Run.  The  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  connected  with  the  First  Minne- 
sota, picketing  to  the  Nineteenth  Maine,  who  advanced  and  carried  the 
enemy's  works  on  Hatcher's  Run.  Along  the  base  of  Hatcher's  Run  the 
Twentieth  Massachusetts  was  sent,  by  order  of  General  Smyth,  to  sup- 
port a  brigade  of  the  Third  Division.  They  were  relieved  after  the 
engagement  on  Sunday,  February  5. 
February  G  and  7,  no  material  change  of  troops. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  of  Sunday, 
the  -Ith,  on  our  right,  and  Monday,  the  0th,  on  our  left,  the  conduct  of 
officers  and  men  was  more  than  could  be  expected;  their  coolness  and 
contentment  and  patient  waiting  attracted  the  attention  of  myself  and 
staff;  and  I  can  safely  say,  had  an  opportunity  offered  itself,  they  would 
have  done  credit  to  the  general  commanding  the  division. 

I  wish  to  mention  for  brevet  promotion,  for  gallant  and  fearless  dis- 
charge of  duty,  and  for  general  attention  thereto,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
W.  La  Point,  commanding  Seventh  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  Maj.  M. 
Van  Sickle,  of  the  same  regiment;  also  Capt.  Frank  Houston,  com- 
manding First  Minnesota  Battalion;  also  Lieut.  W.  H.  Tibbitts,  Nine- 
teenth Massachusetts,  and  First  Lieut,  and  Actg.  Adjt.  J.  F.  Aytoun, 
Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  and  Maj.  John  Kelliher,  Twentieth  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  on  picket-line. 
I  cannot  close  this  report  without  mentioning  with  credit  the  officers  of 
my  staff;  always  ready,  prompt,  and  each  showed  the  disposition  of 
the  soldier,  by  obeying  strictly  their  orders  and  delivering  them  under 
fire;  and  I  do  therefore  ask  for  a  brevet  for  Capt.  Will  Gilder,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Capt.  A.  B.  Holmes,  acting  brigade-inspector;  Cai)t. 
Thomas  Huggins,  temporary  aide-de-camp;  and  Second  Lieut.  William 
H.  Tripp,  personal  aide. 
Herewith  1  subjoin  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  major,  yours,  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  A.  OLMSTED, 

Colonel  Fifty-ninth  New  Yorli  Veteran   Vols.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
Maj.  John  M.  Norvell, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 
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No.  54, 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Spaulding,  Nineteenth  Maine  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-11. 

Headquartkrs  Nineteenth  Maine  Volunteees, 

February  12,  1865. 

Captain:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  regiment  in  the  late  movement: 

This  regiment  left  its  camp  in  front  of  Fort  Emery  at  6  a.  m.  the  5th 
instant.  Marched  shortly  after  with  the  division  out  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and  filed  to  the  right  into  a  by-road. 
Before  reaching  the  Armstrong  house,  and  Avliile  on  the  march,  Gen- 
eral Smyth  ordered  me  to  move  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  oft' to  the 
left;  this  was  done,  deploying  two  companies  as  skirmishers  in  front. 
When  the  skirmish  line  reached  Hatcher's  Run  the  enemy's  vedettes 
were  posted  on  the  opposite  bank,  but  immediately  fell  back  to  their 
skirmish  line,  which  lay  in  a  rifle-pit  running  nearly  parallel  to  and 
about  ten  rods  from  the  opposite  bank.  The  skirmishers  crossed  the 
run  and  were  held  under  cover  until  the  regiment  crossed,  which  could 
only  be  done  by  one  man  crossing  at  a  time  on  a  fallen  tree.  The  skir- 
mishers then  showed  themselves  and  engaged  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
In  less  than  fifteen  minutes  after  the  firing  began,  the  enemy  ran  from 
their  rifle-pit,  which  was  immediately  occupi&d  by  our  skirmish  line. 
This  line,  increased  by  two  more  companies,  now  made  connection  on 
its  right  with  the  line  on  this  side  of  the  run,  and  about  one  hour  after, 
the  skirmishers  of  the  Third  Division  advancing,  made  connection  with 
our  left.  At  4.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  upon  this  line  (which  was 
immediately  strengthened  by  two  more  companies),  but  were  checked, 
and  in  about  one  hour  driven  back. 

At  12  m.  the  6th  instant  this  regiment,  having  been  relieved  by 
troops  from  Fifth  Army  Corps,  rejoined  the  brigade,  and  threw  up 
breast- works  in  the  afternoon.  Lay  in  this  position  until  the  evening 
of  the  10th  instant,  when  the  regiment  was  deployed  and  engaged  until 
12  at  night  in  digging  pits  for  the  picket-line,  and  remained  as  pickets 
until  5  p.  m.  of  the  11th  instant,  when  it  was  relieved  and  moved  into 
its  present  camp. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  J.  W.  SPAULDING, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Will  Gildee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  55. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  Rice,  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqes.  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteees, 

February  12,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  this 
regiment  during  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant : 

At  4.30  a.  m.  of  the  5th  we  broke  camp,  marched  out,  and  massed 
with  brigade.  The  brigade  moving  out  to  the  left,  this  regiment  was 
sent  forward  to  support  cavalry  skirmishers.  At  8.30  a.  m.  two  com- 
panies were  deployed  to  the  front,  under  command  of  Lieutenants 
Stone  and  Libby,  and  another  in  charge  of  the  adjutant  and  Lieut. 
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William  H.  Tibbitts.  TLe  latter  found  tlic  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Armstrong's  Mill,  at  Hatcher's  Run,  and  drove  them  steadily  until 
progress  was  impeded  by  the  ford.  This  latter  was  occupied  by  skir- 
mishers from  this  regiment  all  day.  That  part  of  the  regiment  still  in 
reserve  was  then  sent  forward,  and  the  whole  were  placed  on  the  skir- 
mish line,  where  they  remained  all  night,  the  works  on  the  opposite 
side  being  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  regiment  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion during  the  Gth  and  7th,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  former  day  par- 
ticipated in  checking  the  advance  of  those  of  the  enemy's  troops  which 
had  repulsed  the  Third  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  The  regiment  lost 
on  the  5th,  1  officer  killed  and  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded;  on  the 6th, 
1  man  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

EDMUND  EICE, 
Lieut.  Col.  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Gomdg.  Regiment. 

Capt.  Will  Gilder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  50. 


Report   of  Lieut.    Col,   Arthur   R.    Curtis,   Twentieth    Massachusetts 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

February  12, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  in  relation  to  the  part  taken  by  this  command 
in  the  operations  of  the  5th,  Cth,  and  7th  instant: 

The  regiment  broke  camp  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant. 
On  afternoon  of  same  day  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  right  of 
Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  connecting  on  right  with  Third  Bri- 
gade, Third  Division.  About  4.15  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  in  force, 
driving  in  the  skirmishers,  and  in  which  affair  this  regiment  lost  1 
killed,  5  wounded,  and  5  missing;  most  of  those  missing  are  supposed 
to  have  been  wounded  and  made  prisoners.  The  regiment  withdrew 
on  the  evening  of  5th  instant,  taking  its  position  in  line  behind 
hastily  constructed  breast  works,  or  rifle-pits,  where  it  remained  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  7tli  instant,  when  it  was  detailed  for  picket  duty, 
the  left  resting  on  Hatcher's  Run,  connecting  with  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

A.  R.  CURTIS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Capt.  Will  Gilder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  57. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  La  Point,  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Michigan  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry, 

February  12,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  oper 
ations  of  my  command  for  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  February,  1865 : 

I  reported  at  brigade  headquarters  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instaat,  as 
per  orders  from  brigade  headquarters.    1  marched  in  rear  of  the  bri- 
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gade  until  we  reached  the  Cummings  house;  then  received  orders  from 
the  colonel  comniandiug  brigade  to  take  my  regiment,  together  with 
the  First  Minnesota  Battalion,  and  deploy  them  as  flankers  on  the 
right  of  the  brigade,  so  as  to  cover  the  front  and  right  flank  of  the  bri- 
gade. 1  marched  through  the  woods  until  T  reached  the  field  in  front 
of  the  Armstrong  house.  I  then  received  orders  from  Colonel  Olmsted 
to  deploy  my  regiment,  together  with  the  First  Minnesota  Battalion,  so 
as  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  brigade.  I  then  received  orders  from 
the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  to  advance  into  the  timber,  and 
connect  on  the  right  with  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  and  on  the  left  with  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  in  so  doing  we  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and 
captared  two  prisoners  of  war.  During  the  night  of  the  5th  Maj.  M. 
Van  Sickle  captured  a  ])risoner  of  war,  together  with  one  horse  and 
equipments.  Held  our  line  until  3  p.  m.  of  the  6th.  Eeceived  orders 
from  the  colonel  commanding  brigade  to  advance  my  line  so  as  to  con- 
nect with  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  in  so  doing  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  occupied  the  woods  on  the  banks  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  Fell  back  to 
our  old  line  on  the  evening  of  the  6th;  held  our  line  until  3  p.  m.  of  the 
7th  instant;  received  orders  from  the  colonel  commanding  brigade  to 
advance  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  in  so  doing  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets;  fell  back  at  6  p.  m.  of  the  7th  instant  to  our  old  line. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  W.  LA  POINT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Will  Gilder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  58. 


Report  of  Capt.  Frank  Houston,  First   Minnesota  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-11. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion,  Minnesota  Veteran  Vols., 

February  12,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  operations 
of  my  command  in  the  late  action  near  Hatcher's  Bun,  Va.: 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  I  deployed 
my  command  as  flankers,  and  acted  as  such  until  15J  o'clock  of  that  day, 
when  I  received  orders  to  deploy  my  command  as  skirmishers  and  to 
take  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  with  left  resting  on  Hatcher's 
Run  and  connecting  with  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps;  and,  in  compliance 
with  orders  received  from  General  Smyth,  I  advjinced,  keeping  con- 
nection with  the  Fifth  Corps  when  they  advanced  against  the  enemy, 
skirmishing  and  driving  the  enemy  before  me.  The  Fifth  Corps  being 
repulsed  and  driven  back,  my  left  was  exposed  and  I  Avas  obliged  to 
fall  back  to  my  former  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade;  and,  finding 
the  enemy  there,  I  drove  them  back,  and  held  the  position  until  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  when  I  again  advanced  about  half  a  mile,  holding 
that  position  until  the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  I  was  relieved  and 
placed  in  our  present  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HOUSTON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battalion. 
Capt.  Will  Gilder, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  59. 

Report  of  TAeut.  Col.  James  A.  Jewell,  Fifty-ninth  New   Vorlc  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  New  York  Vet.  Vols., 

February  12,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  circular  of  this  p.  m.,  I  have  the  houor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Fifty-ninth  New 
York  Veteran  Volunteers,  during  the  5th,  Cth,  and  7th  days  of  Feb- 
ruary: 

At  6  a.  ni.  of  the  5th  the  regiment  was  promptly  on  the  iiarade  ground 
in  front  of  brigade  headquarters,  in  heavy  marching  order,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders  received  about  2  a.  m.  of  same  day.  About  7  a.  in. 
marched  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  along  the  Vaughan  road  in  the 
direction  of  Hatcher's  Kun,  and  after  having  deployed  the  right  divis- 
ion of  the  regiment  as  skirmishers,  marched  in  line  of  battle  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  in  front  of  the  Armstrong  house,  and  at  once  commenced 
.throwing  up  breast- works;  before  these  were  completed  the  enemy 
shelled  our  position  for  some  time,  without  inflicting  any  injury.  About 
dark, by  orderof  the  brigadecomniander,  moved  by  the  flank  through  the 
woods  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  to  the  support  of  the  Seventh  Michigan 
Volunteers,  upon  the  skirmish  line;  upon  reaching  this  ])oint,  at  the 
request  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kleckner,  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  brigade  oflicer  of  the  day,  thirty  men 
were  sent,  under  the  command  of  three  officers,  to  occupy  the  posts  just 
previously  deserted  by  a  portion  of  our  troops.  Upon  a]»proaching  the 
l)osition  they  were  to  occupy  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  immediately  occupied  the  posts  upon  their  being  deserted ;  our 
men  at  once  returned  tlie  fire,  and  retired  a  short  distance  and  estab- 
lished a  new  line,  connecting  the  broken  line  of  skirmishers  with  the 
main  body  of  our  tr()oi)s,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  the  line 
was  re-established  by  t  lie  division  officer  of  the  day.  The  only  casualty 
in  this  affair  was  one  man  supposed  to  have  been  wounded,  and  after- 
ward captured  by  the  enemy  (as  nothing  whatever  could  be  found  of  him, 
though  the  ground  was  afterward  visited  by  several  of  those  who  were 
present  at  the  time  our  men  were  fired  upon).  Two  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured by  our  men  during  this  affair.  A  strong  line  of  works  was  dur- 
ing the  night  constnutcd  in  the  position  occupied  by  the  regiment, 
which  was  afterward  established  as  our  front  line.  All  remained  quiet 
until  the  afternoon  of  tliC  Gth,  when  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  left 
of  our  supports  and  vedettes ;  a  ])ortion  of  this  regiment  was  then  thrown 
out  to  the  support  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the 
attack  rejiulsed.  The  same  position  was  retained,  with  an  octtasional 
feeler  from  the  enemy  of  our  line,  during  the  7th. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  JEWELL, 
TAeut.  Col.  Fifty-nintK  New  York   Vet.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Regiment. 

Capt.  Will  Gilder, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade, 
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No.  60. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  H.  Dygert,  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New 
York  Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-11, 

Headquaetees  ir;2u  New  Yoek  Volunteees, 

February  12, 1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  broke  camp  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  instant,  in  accordance  with  orders,  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  4th  instant,  proceeding  without  interruption  to  a  position  near 
Hatcher's  Run,  and  there  threw  up  a  line  of  works,  winch  we  occupied 
until  the  early  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  and  then,  according  to  orders, 
fell  back  to  the  position  now  occupied,  without  any  casualties  occurring 
during  the  time  above  specified. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  DYGERT, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt,  Will  Gildee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  61. 


Report  of  Col.  John  H.  Stover,  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  Pennsyl- 
vania Jnfantry,  of  operations  February  5-11. 

Headquaetees  184th  Pennsylvania  Volunteees, 

February  12, 1865. 
SiE:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  my 
command  was  reported  on  the  brigade  parade  ground  at  6  a.  m.  Feb- 
ruary 5.  The  regiment  marched  with  the  brigade  until  we  reached  the 
picket  line  on  the  Vaughan  road.  The  One  hundred  and  eighty -fourth 
was  then  assigned  to  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and,  after  several 
maneuvers,  was  formed  in  line  immediately  west  of  the  Riddle  liouse. 
Here  fortifications  were  erected  and  skirmishers  thrown  in  front.  I 
remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  when, 
after  destroying  all  the  fortifications  of  the  brigade,  I  withdrew  the 
regiment  to  the  line  it  now  occupies.  The  regiment  was  not  heavily 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  consequently  I  lost  but  two  men  wounded, 
viz,  Joseph  Jenkins,  sergeant.  Company  B,  wounded,  and  John  Adams, 
private,  Company  K,  wounded  in  hand.  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  deportment  of  the  officers  and  men  during  this  campaign. 
No  special  opportunity  was  presented  for  unusual  gallantry,  except  on 
the  night  of  the  5th,  when  a  portion  of  the  picket-line  was  driven  in 
by  the  enemy.  Lieut.  Col.  {3harles  Kleckner  promptly  re-established 
the  line,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  pits  he  had  captured.  I  accord- 
ingly recommend  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  colonel  command- 
ing the  brigade. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  H.  STOVER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Will  Gildee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 
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No.  62. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Clement  E.  Warner,  Thirty-sixth  Winconsin  Infan- 
try, of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqes.  Thiety-sixth  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

February  13, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  regiment  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  this  month: 

The.  regiment  left  camp  at  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
marched  about  three  miles  west,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  an  open 
field  near  the  Armstrong  house.  Seventy  men  were  sent  forward  into 
the  woods  as  skirmishers;  the  rest  of  the  regiment  threw  up  breast- 
works, and  occupied  them.  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  two  men  were 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  one  slightly  wounded.  On  the  Cth  and  7th 
the  regiment  remained  in  the  same  position,  and  sustained  no  cas- 
ualties. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WAENER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  Will  Gilder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  63. 


Beport  of  Col.  Mathew  Murphy,  One  hundred  and  eighty-second  New 
York  Infantry  {Sixty-ninth  National  Guard  Artillery),  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Piv.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  12, 1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  for  the 
5th  of  February,  up  to  5  p.  m. : 

About  7  a.  m.  took  position  in  column  in  rear  of  First  Brigade,  march- 
ing out  on  the  Vanghan  road  to  the  south.  After  halting  near  the  site 
of  the  McDougall  house,  continued  the  march  and  diverged  to  the 
right  toward  the  Armstrong  house.  Formed  line  of  battle  on  right  of 
First  Brigade,  my  right  resting  on  a  swamp.  Here  the  First  Delaware 
Veteran  Volunteers  joined  my  command,  forming  in  line  on  my  right, 
refusing  their  right  wing,  with  their  two  right  companies  thrown  per- 
pendicularly to  the  rear.  This  line  was  in  advance  of  the  Armstrong 
house  and  in  rear  of  the  Armstrong,  jr.,  house.  In  obfedienceto  orders 
from  division  commander,  rifle-pits  were  thrown  up  in  front  of  my  com- 
mand, and  the  men  rested,  awaiting  further  orders.  During  the  day 
occasional  shots  from  the  enemy  passed  over  us  injuring  no  one,  but 
about  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  with  a  battery  on  my  left  and  another 
on  my  front.  Believing  that  this  fire  was  but  a  cover  for  an  attack  on 
my  right  no  reply  was  made,  but  a  sharp  lookout  was  kept  on  the  right 
flank.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  artillery  ceased,  their  infantry  advanced 
on  my  right,  having  in  their  front  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers.  Our 
pickets— consisting  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Eegiment  New  York  State 
National  Guard  Artillery — engaged  them,  and,  after  a  spirited  fire  of 
about  fifteen  minutes'  duration,  drove  them  back,  when  they  again 
advanced  and  were  again  repulsed  by  our  skirmish  line.  When  the 
enemy  advanced  the  second  time  I  was  placed  hors  de  combat  by  having 
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been  struck  in  the  knee  by  a  ininie-ball,  -when  I  was  conveyed  to  the 
rear,  after  having  turned  over  the  cunimaud  to  Col.  James  P.  Mclvor 
of  One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  York  Volunteers.  ' 

I  had  almost  forgotten  to  report  that  after  the  advance  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  became  engaged  with  our  skirmishers,  they  again  opened  with 
their  artillery.  The  whole  command,  including  the  First  Delaware, 
behaved  with  much  coolness. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  De  Lacy,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Itegi- 
ment  New  York  Volunteers,  by  his  equanimity  and  exposure,  set  his 
command  an  example  worthy  of  emulation. 

Second  Lieut.  Hugh  G.  McTavish,  Company  G,  One  hundred  and 
sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
and  Capt.  Robert  Heggart,  Company  G,  Sixty-ninth  Eegimeiit  New  York 
State  National  Guard  Artillery,  as  well  as  the  other  "members  of  my 
staff,  ably  assisted  me.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  two  last 
named  officers,  as  also  Capt.  Michael  McGuire,  Company  D,  Sixty-ninth 
Regiment  New  York  State  National  Guard  Artillery,  who  had  charge 
of  that  part  of  the  skirmish  line  which  met  the  chief  assault  of  the 
enemy,  for  such  distinction  as  is  usually  given  to  bravery  in  action — 
brevet  rank.  Captain  McGuire  and  Lieutenant  McTavish  were  both 
severely  wounded — the  former,  in  the  breast;  the  latter,  in  the  head. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MATHEW  MURPHY, 
Colonel  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  New  YorJc  National  Guard, 

Late  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  John  M.  Noevell, 

Assistant  Ad jntant- General,  Second  Biv.,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  64. 

Report  of  Col,  James  P.  Mclvor,  One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  Yorlt 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqes.  Second  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  Second  Aemy  Coeps, 

February  13,  1865. 
Majoe  :  In  compliance  with  orders  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  the  operations  of  this  brigade,  from  the  time  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  it  to  include  the  7th  instant: 

At  about  5  o'clock  on  the  5th  instant  the  command  of  the  brigade 
devolved  on  me,  by  Col.  Mathew  Murphy,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  New 
York  National  Guard  Artillery,  being,  from  a  wound,  placed  hors  de 
combat.  On  assuming  command  I  found  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle 
behind  a  rifle-pit,  hastily  thrown  up,  left  resting  on  First  Brigade,  right 
resting  near  a  tributary  to  Hatcher's  Run,  the  line  running  in  rear  of 
and  near  the  Armstrong,  jr.,  house.  Nothing  of  note  occurred  during 
the  night  of  the  5th  instant,  only  a  few  shots  having  been  exchanged 
between  the  enemy's  and  our  pickets.  On  the  6th  instant  the  rifle-pits 
were  enlarged  and  strengthened,  the  timber  in  front  of  the  left  and 
right  of  the  brigade  was  slashed,  and  an  abatis  constructed  in  the 
open  ground  in  front  of  the  center.  During  the  night  of  the  6th  the 
picket-line  was  advanced,  compelling  the  enemy's  vedettes  to  retire. 
On  the  7th  nothing  transpired. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McIVOR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Maj.  John  M.  Noevell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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No.  65. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  E.  Fierce,  One  hundred  and  eighth  New 
York  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February 
5-7. 

Hdqes.  Third  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  Second  Army  Cokps, 

February  12,  1805. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
takeu  by  this  brigade  during  the  operations  on  the  5th,  Cth,  and  7th 
instant: 

The  brigade  left  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and  moved  out  the 
Vaughan  road.  Shortly  after  passing  the  picket-line  the  Sixty-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteeis  was  thrown  out  on  the  right  as  flankers. 
The  brigade  moved  nearly  to  the  place  where  the  Vaughan  road  crosses 
Hatcher's  Eun,  where  it  took  a  road  bearing  to  the  right  and  leading 
to  the  Armstrong  holise.  The  brigade  was  there 'massed  under  cover 
of  a  slight  ridge,  and  held  in  reserve.  Tlie  First  Delaware  was  ordered 
to  report  to  Colonel  Murphy,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  it 
remained  with  that  brigade  until  the  morning  of  the  11th.  At  11  a.  m. 
the  Seventh  Virginia  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Olmsted,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  and,  under  direction  of  a  staff  officer  from  these 
headquarters,  it  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  on  the  dam,  under  a  severe 
musketry  fire,  and  took  position  on  the  opposite  side.  The  Fourteenth 
Connecticut  Volunteers  was  placed  in  support  of  the  Tenth  Massa- 
chusetts Battery,  and  remained  with  it  until  the  morning  of  the  11th. 
The  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers  was  sent  in  support  of  the  skirmish 
line  of  the  First  Brigade.  At  2  p.  m.  the  Twelfth  New  Jersey  was 
sent  to  build  corduroy  road.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  in  force 
on  the  right.  The  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  changed  front, 
under  a  severe  fire,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy's  advancing  across  a 
small  run,  while  the  Fourth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  eighth  New  York 
Volunteers  were  sent  to  form  on  the  left  of  General  McAllister's  bri- 
gade. Third  Division,  in  order  to  make  connection  with  tliat  division. 
As  they  were  moving  away  the  Twelfth  New  Jersey,  which  was  just 
returning  from  fatigue  duty,  formed  on  their  right,  and  as  two  regi- 
ments were  thought  sufficient,  the  Fourth  Ohio  and  Twelfth  New  Jer- 
sey were  conducted  to  the  point  indicated,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers  sent  in  support  of  the  skirmish  line  of  the 
First  Brigade.  The  Twelfth  New  Jersey  remained  with  the  Third 
Division  until  about  9  p.  m.,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  and  commenced 
work  on  the  road,  which  it  completed  about  1  a.  m.  of  the  0th.  The 
Fourth  Ohio  was  returned  to  its  original  i)osition,  and  the  Sixty-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  had  been  relieved  from  the  skir- 
mish line  in  front  of  the  Third  Division,  was  established  near  it.  On 
the  morning  of  the  6th  changes  were  made  in  the  position  of  some  of 
the  regiments,  and,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania 
and  Fourth  Ohio,  all  were  in  line  on  the  left  of  the  division,  the  left  of 
the  brigade  resting  on  the  run,  the  right  connecting  with  the  First 
Brigade.  About  5,30  p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  the  Fifth  Corps  on  the 
left,  and  as  it  seemed  to  be  breaking  and  the  flank  of  this  brigade  was 
threatened,  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fourth  Ohio 
Volunteers  were  moved  to  the  left  of  the  brigade  and  placed  in  position, 
facing  the  dam,  and  covering  the  dam  and  a  bridge  tliat  had  been  (con- 
structed across  the  run.  Tbey  moved  to  their  position  in  good  order, 
under  quite  severe  musketry  fire,  and  were  ready  to  repulse  the  enemy 
if  it  attempted  to  make  a  crossing  at  that  point. 
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The  conduct  of  the  Foiirteentli  Connecticut  Volunteers  during  the 
whole  movement,  and-  especially  while  changing  front  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  5th,  entitles  it  to  commendation.  The  Sixty-ninth  Pcnn- 
sylvania  Volunteers  p.irticularly  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
coolness  and  bravery  on  the  skirmish  line  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th.  All  the  troops  in  the  brigade  conducted  themselves  in  a  highly 
creditable  manner,  cheerfully  obeying  all  orders  and  enduring  the  rain 
and  cold  without  complaint.  The  various  regimental  commanders  were 
zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  by  their  willingu^s  and 
promptness  greatly  assisted  in  the  execution  of  whatever  the  brigade 
was  directed  to  do.  All  of  the  staff  officers  at  these  headquarters  were 
prompt,  energetic,  and  efficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  PIEECE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  108th  New  Yoric  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 
Maj.  John  M.  Nobvell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps. 


>Jo.  66. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  A.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-11. 

Headquaktebs  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

March  10,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  late  operations: 

We  left  camp  near  the  Davis  house  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of 
February,  about  7  a.  m.,  and  inarched  down  the  Vaughan  road  until 
near  Hatcher's  Kuu,  when  we  countermarched  and  marched  by  a  road 
ou  the  left  to  the  Armstrong  house,  where  we  took  position  iu  sup- 
port of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery.  Here  we  remained  until 
about  5  p.  m.;  at  that  time,  the  enemy  having  attacked  the  line  on  our 
right,  we  changed  front  forward  on  first  company,  bringing  oxxr  line  at 
a  right  angle  with  tlie  line  attacked.  This  was  done  to  repel  any  attack 
which  might  come  from  that  direction.  It  was  here,  and  while  chang- 
ing front,  that  the  casualties*  which  I  have  to  report  occurred.  We 
remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  when 
we  marched  to  our  present  camp. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MOOKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  Morse, 

Adjutant- General  State  of  Connecticut, 


No.  67. 

Report  ofBvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Gershom  Mott,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Jbivision,  of  operations  February  5-7. 
Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  division  in  tlie  operations  of  the  nth,  6th,  and  7th  instant: 

On  the  4th,  at  3.30  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  to  make  arraugenients  to 
move  my  division,  with  four  days'  rations  and  fifty  rounds  of  ammuni- 

*  Jne  o£Bcer  killed,  and  1  officer  and  4  men  wounded. 
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tion  on  the  person  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in  reserve  trtiiu, 
one-half  the  ambulances,  and  all  of  the  stretcher-bearers.  At  10  p.  m. 
instructions  received  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  5th,  with  the  addition 
of  one  medical  wagon  and  one  hospital  wagon  with  each  brigade.  At 
11  p.  m.,  in  accordance  with  orders  received,  I  rejwrted  in  person  to 
Major-Geueral  Humphreys,  commanding  the  corps,  and  received  verbal 
instructions  and  explanations  in  regard  to  the  anticipated  movement, 
which  were  afterward  received  in  circular  dated  11.55  p.  m.,  head- 
quarters Second  Army  Corps,  at  1  a.  m.  of  the  5th. 

February  5,  at  G.20  a.  m.,  Eoder's  battery  reported.  At  7  a.  m.  moved 
the  division  to  the  Vaughan  road,  following  the  Second  Division  to  near 
the  McDowell  house,  when  orders  were  received  from  Major-General 
Humphreys  to  send  forward  the  brigade  that  was  to  cross  Hatcher's 
Eun.  The  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand,  was  imme- 
diately forwarded,  with  one  section  of  Eoder's  battery,  with  instructions 
to  force  the  crossing  and  make  disi)osition  to  hold  the  roads  leading  to 
Armstrong's  and  Dabney's  Mills.  The  crossing  on  the  Vaughan  road 
was  found  to  be  obstructed  by  felled  trees,  and  deep  holes  dng  in  the 
bed  of  the  stream.  For  the  dispositions  made  by  General  De  Trobriand 
and  the  crossing  of  the  brigade,  I  respectfully  refer  to  his  report.  All 
the  pioneers  of  the  division  were  immediately  put  to  work,  building  a 
bridge  across  the  run  where  the  Vaughan  road  crosses  it  and  also  at 
the  dam  a  short  distance  below.  This  latter  bridge  was  soon  completed, 
so  that  the  cavalry  were  enabled  to  cross.  The  Second  and  Third 
Brigades  having  followed  the  Second  Division  now  arrived  near  the 
Cummings  house.  In  pursuance  to  instructions  I  sent  the  Third  Brigade, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  McAllister,  down  the  cross-road  to  near  the 
Tucker  house,  to  take  up  a  position  in  front  of  said  house,  covering  any 
roads  leading  to  the  front.  The  Second  Brigade,  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  West,  placed  iu  position  near  the  crossing  on  the  Vaughan 
road.  The  bridges  being  completed  and  communication  across  the  run 
easy,  I  crossed  the  Second  Brigade  and  formed  it  on  the  left  of  the 
First,  and  threw  up  breast- works  in  the  shape  of  an  arc  of  a  circle,  the 
right  of  the  First  and  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade  resting  on  the  run, 
in  the  meantime  sending  forward  a  small  force  to  hold  a  wood  road 
near  the  F.  B.  Keys  house,  leading  to  Dabney's  Mill.  This  force  con- 
sisted of  the  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Can- 
non, supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
A  small  force  of  the  enemy  were  posted  at  that  point  but  soon  retired 
after  exchanging  a  few  shots.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-General 
Humphreys  I  now  sent  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers to  support  the  cavalry  down  the  Vaughan  road,  and  to  open  com- 
munication with  the  Fifth  Corps  at  or  near  Gravelly  Eun.  This  was 
done  with  some  little  skirmishing,  and  a  picket-line  established  with 
the  infantry  and  cavalry,  connecting  with  the  First  Division  of 
the  Fifth  Corps  at  the  run.  Eamsey's  brigade,  of  the  First  Division, 
having  been  ordered  to  relieve  McAllister,  I  sent  him  instructions  that 
as  soon  as  relieved  to  move  to  the  left  and  extend  toward,  and,  if 
possible,  to  make  a  connection  with,  the  right  of  Smyth's  division. 
At  about  3.35  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  receive  word  from  General 
McAllister,  by  his  adjutant-general,  thaton  being  relieved  he  had  massed 
his  command  in  rear  of  his  former  jiosition.  I  ordered  him  to  hasten  back 
and  tell  General  McAllister  to  deploy  immediately,  and  fill  the  gap 
between  General  Eamsey's  brigade  and  General  Smyth's  division. 
Also  sent  Captain  Moore,  my  aide-de-camp,  to  see  the  order  executed. 
It  was  while  going  into  this  position  that  the  skirmishers  were  driven 
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in,  and  an  attack  was  made  on  and  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  bri- 
gade. As  soon  as  the  firing  commenced  I  sent  a  staff  officer  to  General 
McAllister  to  see  how  he  was  making  out.  The  general  was  most  gal- 
lantly encoul'agiiig  bis  command,  and  sent  me  word  that  he  was  light- 
ing with  and  without  breast- works ;  also,  that  he  could  whip  the  rebels 
away.  About  4.45  two  regiments  of  West's  brigade,  viz,  the  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  the  First  Massachu- 
setts Heavy  Artillery,  were  sent  to  report  to  General  McAllister.  These 
regiments  arrived  in  time  to  render  efficient  service  in  repulsing  the 
last  attack  of  the  enemy.  Going  into  position,  under  a  very  heavy  fire, 
at  about  5  p.  m.,  the  balance  of  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  the  support 
of  McAllister.  The  enemy  charged  this  line  three  distinct  times,  and 
each  time  he  was  signally  repulsed.  It  now  becoming  dark  the  enemy 
withdrew,  leaving  a  portion  of  his  dead  on  the  field. 

The  conduct  of  General  McAllister  and  his  troops  deserves  special 
mention,  having  repulsed  successfully  the  vigorous  attack  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  In  greatly  superior  numbers  (prisoners  being  taken  from 
each  division  of  Hill's  and  Gordon's  corps),  part  of  the  command  with- 
out any  protection;  yet  all  bravely  stood  firm  and  inflicted  severe  loss 
on  their  assailants,  who  were  employed  through  the  night  in  carrying 
off  their  wounded  and  dead ;  yet  my  pioneers  who  were  sent  out  next 
day  buried  thirty-three,  and  found  twenty-two  newly  made  graves,  some 
of  them  large  enough  to  contain  five  to  six  bodies. 

February  6,  at  3  a.  m.,  the  First  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  Brevet 
Major-General  Griflin,  relieved  all  my  troops  on  the  other  side  of 
Hatcher's  Eun.  As  soon  as  relieved,  in  accordance  with  orders 
received  from  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  I  marched  De 
Trobriand's  brigade  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  massed  them  in  the  rear  of  the 
Tucker  house,  near  the  line  held  by  McAllister's  and  West's  brigades, 
of  this  division,  and  Ramsey's  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  assuming 
command  of  the  latter.  At  9  a.  m.  1  sent  General  De  Trobriand  with 
four  small  regiments  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy's  position,  and  to  watch 
if  there  was  any  movement  of  troops  in  my  Iront.  We  met  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  and  drove  tliem  into  his  line  of  works  near  the  Watkins 
house;  also  sending  out  a  force  on  a  wood  road,  marching  west  toward 
the  Duncan  road,  found  the  enemy  in  his  intrenclimeuts  and  a  small 
redoubt,  with  two  guns  mounted,  on  the  rising  ground,  near  a  barn  m 
front  of  the  Armstrong  house.  The  object  of  this  reconnaissance 
having  been  accomplished  General  De  Trobriand  was  withdrawn.  At 
3  p.  m.  I  sent  General  McAllister  out  with  a  small  force  to  reconnoiter 
the  same  ground,  but  nothing  further  was  developed.  At  5  p.  m.  I 
received  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  to  immediately 
send  De  Trobriand's  brigade  down  the  Vaughan  road  to  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Eun,  to  the  support  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  was  actively 
engaged  and  apparently  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy.  A  few  minutes 
afterward  orders  were  received  to  withdraw  West's  brigade  from  the 
line  to  follow  De  Trobriand.  I  also  witlidrew  one  rcf-Jment  from  McAl- 
lister's and  one  from  Eamsey's  line  to  have  ready  to  send,  if  necessary. 
Stretching  the  balance  of  McAllister's  and  Eamsey's  brigades  out  so 
as  to  occupy  the  line,  I  reported  these  brigades  as  on  theway  to  Major- 
General  Webb,  by  Cai»tain  Moore,  aide-de-camp,  who  was  mformed 
that  the  emergency  having  passed  they  would  return.  The  regiments 
of  McAllister  and  Eamsey  were  now  returned  to  the  line,  and  U»  Ito* 
briand'8  and  West's  brigades  massed  in  the  rear. 
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February  7,  the  positions  of  the  troops  were  not  changed,  but  large 
details  were  at  work  slashing  iu  front. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  this  division  merit  high  commen- 
datibn,  and  fnllj'  maintained  their  well-earned  reputation.  My  brigade 
commanders  were  prompt,  and  carried  out  my  orders  with  alacrity. 
Brigadier-General  De  Trobriaud  superintended  the  crossing  at  Hatch- 
er's Run,  himself  dismounted  and  crossing  on  foot  with  his  skirmishers, 
it  being  at  that  time  impossible  to  cross  mounted.  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  McAllister  I  have  recommended  on  former  occasions  for  pro- 
motion, and  take  pleasure  in  again  urging  it.  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
West  rendered  efficient  service.  The  officers  comi)rising  my  staff  per- 
formed their  part  energetically  and  efficiently.  Capt.  George  W.  Per- 
kins, judge-advocate  of  the  division,  and  Capt.  C.  F.  Moore,  aide-de- 
camp, rendered  efficient  service — the  former  in  establishing,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cavalry,  a  picket-line  to  connect  my  left  with  the  Fifth 
Corps,  on  the  5th  instant,  also  in  accompanying  the  reconnaissance 
made  by  General  De  Trobriand  on  the  6th,  and  giving  valuable  infor- 
mation as  to  the  enemy's  position;  the  latter  was  with  the  advance  of 
General  De  Trobriand  when  it  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  in  the  morning, 
and  with  McAllister's  brigade  when  attacked  in  the  evening,  acting  in 
his  usual  gallant  manner.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
services  of  these  two  officers  be  acknowledged  by  a  brevet  promotion. 

The  casualties  in  my  division  were,  13  enlisted  men  kiUed,  3  com- 
missioned officers  and  52  enlisted  men  wounded,  1  enlisted  man  miss- 
ing, and  7  enlisted  men  injured  by  the  falling  of  trees  while  cutting 
slashing. 

Annexed  is  a  nominal  list.   I  also  inclose  brigade  commanders'  reports. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Maj.  S.  Carnceoss, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  68. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobriand,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-9. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

February  12,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  active  operations  of  February  5,  6,  and  7, 
on  the  Hatcher's  Run : 

According  to  orders,  we  broke  camp  and  moved  forward  on  the 
Vaughan  road  Sunday,  the  5th  instant,  at  7  a.  m.,  and,  passing  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  massed  in  McDowell's  field.  I  took  the  lead  of  the  col- 
umn, with  three  companies  of  cavalry  in  advance.  This  cavalry  force 
was  instructed  to  force  the  passage  of  the  run,  but  found  it  so  ob- 
structed by  felled  trees,  and  made  so  impassable  by  deep  holes  dug 
everywhere  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  that  the  major  in  command  re- 
ported to  me  as  useless  any  attempt  for  his  mounted  men  to  cross  the 
run.  I  therefore  proceeded  at  once  to  force  the  passage  with  part  of 
my  command.  I  deployed  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Major 
Doughty  commanding,  as  skirmishers,  in  front  and  right  of  the  enemy's 
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works,  so  as  to  keep  bis  attention  engaged  by  a  threatening  advance; 
while  I  ordered  the  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (Colonel 
Biles),  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers (Major  Hamilton),  to  make  the  real  assault  some  200  yards  below, 
near  a  broken  dam,  and  to  carry  the  position.  Aftei;  waiting  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  without  hearing  any  report  from  Colonel  Biles,  I 
went  myself  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  when,  to  my  astonish- 
ment, I  found  the  two  regiments  lying  down  in  the  woods  and  com- 
pletely inactive.  When  asked  why  he  did  not  even  attempt  to  execute 
my  orders.  Colonel  Biles  answered  that  the  run  was  reported  to  him  as 
impassable  for  the  men,  and  that  he  supposed  that  he  had  to  regulate 
his  movements  on  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters.  Without  losing 
any  more  time  in  explanation  I  ordered  the  two  regiments  forward, 
and  charged  with  them  across  a  small  open  field  to  the  run,  whereupon 
the  enemy  abandoned  his  position,  and  we  crossed  the  stream  without 
further  resistance,  but  not  without  material  difficulty,  as  the  men  had 
to  jump,  one  after  the  other,  from  log  to  log,  and  I  myself  had  to  leave 
my  horse  on  the  bank  and  to  pass  the  stream  on  foot  among  my  men, 
in  order  to  put  them  at  once  in  proper  position  to  secure  the  pos- 
session of  the  ground  just  carried.  My  first  object  was  to  cover  the 
two  roads  by  which  an  attack  would  likely  be  made — that  is,  the 
Vaughan  road  and  the  Armstrong  Mill  road.  I  disposed  my  regi- 
ments in  line  immediately  as  they  arrived,  in  the  shape  of  an  arc  of  a 
circle,  crossing  the  two  roads,  my  right  resting  on  the  run  and  my  left 
on  a  small  swamj),  while  a  strong  picket-line  covering  my  front  was  con- 
necting on  the  left  with  the  captured  works,  where  I  had  left  two  full 
companies.  The  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery  (the  strongest  of  my 
regiments)  I  kept  in  reserve,  so  as  to  re-enforce  any  part  of  my  line  in 
case  of  au  offensive  return  of  the  enemy,  who  had  kept  his  skirmishers 
at  a  short  distance  in  front  of  my  center  and  right.  The  position  was 
very  soon  strengthened  by  a  parapet,  extending  from  the  run  on  the 
right  to  the  swamp  on  my  left,  across  the  two  roads  already  mentioned. 
In  the  meantime  two  bridges  had  been  thrown  across  the  run  by  the 
pioneers  and  had  enabled  the  cavalry  to  pass,  while  easy  communica- 
tion was  established  between  the  two  banks.  Major-General  Hum- 
phreys, commanding  the  corps,  and  Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  com- 
manding the  division,  having  then  come  over  to  inspect  my  position,  I 
was  instructed  to  push  forward  on  the  Vaughan  road,  so  as  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Dabney's  Mill  road  at  F.  B.  Keys'  house.  The  Fortieth  New 
York  Volunteers  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers (which  had  reported  to  me  from  the  Second  Brigade)  were  sent  for- 
ward, supported  by  theOne  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  driven  back  and  the  position  secured, 
when  the  Second  Brigade  was  brought  to  take  position  on  my  left  and 
rear;  and  soon  after,  the  connection  was  established  with  the  Fifth 
Corps  by  the  cavalry  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  I  remained  in  that  jwsition  during  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th  and  most  of  the  night. 

Between  3  and  4  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  I  was  relieved  by 
General  Griffin,  commanding  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  and  ordered 
to  move  in  reserve  near  Tucker's  house,  behind  the  line,  where  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  McAllister  had  repulsed  the  enemy  the  day  before 
and  where  his  command  was  still  in  position. 

At  9  a.  m.  (Monday,  6th  instant),  the  enemy  having  disappeared  during 
the  night  from  in  front  of  the  Third  Brigade,  I  was  ordered  to  make  a 
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reconnaissance,  in  order  to  ascertain  his  whereabouts,  if  he  had  retired 
behind  his  works,  and  what  was  his  position.  I  therefore  took  with  me 
four  regiments — Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, Seventeenth  Maine  Volunteers,  and  First  Maine  HeavyArtillery. 
1  deployed  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters  right  and  left  of  the  road  run- 
ning north,  with  an  advance  guard  on  the  road  and  a  reserve.  On  the  left 
of  Thompson's  house  I  found  a  side  road  through  the  woods,  where  Ileft 
two  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  to  secure  my  rear,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  without  meeting  the  enemy,  who  had  withdrawn  his  advance 
picket-line,  until  I  reached  an  opening  where  a  light  work  had  been 
built  across  the  road.  Some  rebels  were  occupying  them,  but  were 
dislodged  after  a  few  shots  and  ran  toward  the  left,  where  we  could 
see  the  "Watkins  house,  and  200  or  300  yards  farther  a  continuous  line 
of  works  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Moving  therefore  my  skirmishers  in 
that  direction,  I  advanced  toward  the  Watkins  house,  where  the  rebel 
outposts  were  again  dislodged  without  resistance  after  an  exchange  of 
a  few  shots.  It  became  the  more  and  more  apparent  that  we  were  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  in  order  to  more  fully  develop  their 
strength  1  pushed  nearer  my  skirmishers,  when  the  enemy  was  seen 
moving  rapidly  in  some  force  toward  the  side  road  where  I  had  left  two 
companies  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana.  Supposing  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  there  in  my  rear  to  cut  me  off,  I  sent  back  the  balance  of  the 
Twentieth  Indiana,  following  soon  after  with  the  two  other  regiments, 
while  my  skirmishers  were  marched  by  the  left  flank  in  a  direction 
parallel  to  the  one  of  the  enemy.  The  reconnaissance  was  then  trans- 
ferred from  the  road  running  north  to  the  road  running  west  of  Thomp- 
son's h(mse,  and  the  enemy  showing  no  disposition  to  attack  us  I  sent 
forward  two  companies  deployed  as  skirmishers  through  the  woods. 
These  two  companies,  under  the  able  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  S. 
Andrews,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  advanced  across  a  swamp, 
and  soon  found  themselves  in  front  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  with 
a  fortified  battery,  or  redoubt,  armed  with  two  guns,  commanding  the 
road.  My  men  opened  on  the  rebels  visible  above  the  parapet,  when 
their  fire  was  briskly  returned,  many  of  the  enemy  jumping  above  the 
parapet  to  occupy  small  pits  in  front  of  their  intrenchments.  The  prog- 
ress of  the  movements  were  reported  successively  to  division  and  corps 
commanders,  and  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  being  now  fully 
accomplished.  I  received  the  order  to  return  to  my  position  inside  of  our 
lines. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  part  of  the  Fifth  Corps  having  met 
with  a  repulse  on  the  other  side  of  Hatcher's  Kun,  I  was  ordered  to 
take  my  command  over  as  rapidly  as  possible,  which  was  promptly 
obeyed,  but,  when  near  the  bridge,  I  was  informed  by  Major-General 
Meade,  commanding  the  army,  that  my  services  Avere  not  needed  any 
more,  and  that  I  could  take  my  brigade  back.  I  remained  two  days 
(7th  and  8th  instant)  in  the  same  position,  and  on  the  9th  I  was  ordered 
to  the  new  position  in  line  which  my  brigade  now  occupies. 

During  these  operations  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  under  com- 
mand of  Maj.  J.  Ed.  Doughty,  has  done  good  service.  This  regiment 
being  about  to  be  broken  up,  and  this  being  probably  its  last  engage- 
ment as  a  distinct  organization,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowl- 
edging its  good  and  efiicient  services  on  this  as  on  many  other  occasions 
during  the  campaigns  of  1863  and  1864  when  it  was  under  my  com- 
mand. 

▲11  my  regiments  have  done  theii*  duty  well,  as  usual, 
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Outside  of  my  command,  I  am  indebted  to  Capt.  George  W.  Perkins 
ot  division  staff,  for  bis  valuable  and  spirited  assistance  durinff  the 
reconnaissance  of  Monday,  the  7th  [eth]  instant. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  DE  TROBRIAND, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Maj.  William  R.  Driver, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Biv.,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  69. 


Beport  of  Capt.  John  W.  Shafer,  Ticentieth  Indiana  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Headqitabters  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

March  26,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  First  Bri- 
gade, Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  just  received,  I  liave  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twen- 
tieth Indiana  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  on  the  2r)th  instant: 

At  about  9  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  advanced  to  the  picket-line  of 
this  brigade,  and  there  formed,  with  the  Seventy-third  New  York  Vol- 
unteers on  its  left  flank,  both  regiments  being  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Andrews.  Orders  were  at  once  given  to  advance 
and  occupy  the  picket-line  of  the  enemy.  We  met  with  a  sharp  infan- 
try fire  from  the  enemy's  picket-line,  strongly  posted  behind  earth- 
works, but  gained  the  position  with  but  slight  loss,  capturing  a  number 
of  prisoners.  Finding  no  connection  on  the  right,  and  discovering  the 
enemy  moving  from  their  works  with  the  probable  intention  of  getting 
on  the  flank  of  the  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Andrews  ordered  the 
right  wing  of  the  regiment  deployed  to  form  connection  with  troops 
of  the  First  Division.  This  movement  was  executed  under  a  sharp 
fire  of  infantry  and  artillery.  The  picket-line  on  the  left  was  still 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  but  an  incessant  fire  from  this  regiment  and 
the  Seventy-third  New  York  Volunteers  kept  them  under  the  cover  of 
their  works  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  divis- 
ion captured  the  rebel  line  about  500  yards  to  the  left,  which  being 
accomplished,  this  regiment,  accompanied  by  the  Seventy-third  New 
York  Volunteers,  had  no  difBculty  in  occupying  their  works,  taking  a 
large  number  of  prisoners.  About  3  p.  m.  the  Third  Brigade,  on  our 
left,  was  driven  back  in  apparent  confusion,  necessitating  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Seventy-third  New  York  Volunteers  and  a  part  of  this 
regiment  to  the  corner  of  the  woods,  a  few  yards  to  the  rear.  The 
Third  Brigade  rallied  and  recaptured  the  line  they  had  lost  a  few 
moments  before,  and  this  regiment  at  once  occupied  its  old  position, 
which  it  held  until  relieved  after  night.  About  6  p.  m.  the  right  wing 
of  the  regiment  was  attacked  with  considerable  impetuosity  by  part  ot 
the  force  which  struck  the  First  Division.  They,  being  opportunely 
re-enforced  at  this  time  by  the  picket  forces  of  this  brigade,  held  their 
ground  manfully,  and  rendered  material  aid  in  repulsing  the  attack  of 
the  enemy. 

The  loss  during  the  day  was  4  commissioned  ofQcers  wounded,  2 
enlisted  men  killed,  and  17  enlisted  men  wounded.  The  regiment 
captured  1  ofQcer  and  46  men  during  the  day. 
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In  closing  this  brief  report  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  I  can- 
not speak  too  highly  of  the  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men. 
When  all  did  so  well  I  refrain  from  making  discriminations.  Especial 
mention  is  made,  however,  of  the  conspicuons  gallantry  of  Sergt.  Maj. 
Hiram  B.  Johnston  and  First  Sergt.  William  A.  Chapman,  Company 
F,  both  of  whom  lost  their  lives. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  JOHN  W.  SHAFEE, 

Captain,  Twentieth  Indiana   Volunteers,  Comdg.  Regiment. 

Capt.   J.   M.   LiNNARD, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  70. 


Report  of  Col.  Russell  B.  Shepherd,  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  30,  1865. 

Captain:  Pursuant  to  circular  from  headquarters  First  Brigade? 
Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  command  in  the  afl'air  of  the 
25th  instant: 

The  regiment  was  moved  out  by  the  left  flank,  at  about  2  p.  m.,  and, 
marching  out  in  the  front  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  left  of  the  First 
Brigade,  struck  a  road  runiiing  nearly  parallel  with  the  line  of  works 
about  1,200  yards  distant.  The  regiment  was  moved  to  the  left  on  this 
road  a  short  distance,  and  halted,  preparatory  to  forming  a  line,  when 
the  skirmish  line  in  front  and  to  the  left  was  assaulted  and  driven  in. 
The  regiment  was  hastily  brought  into  line  of  battle,  and  advanced  to 
the  edge  of  the  field  under  a  sharp  fire,  and  after  [getting]  in  position  was 
joined  by  the  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  right  and  the 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  left.  This  move- 
ment, seconded  by  the  prompt  advance  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and-  a 
well-directed  fire  either  threw  them  back  from  the  rifle-pits  or  caused 
others  to  surrender.  One  commissioned  officer  and  nine. men  were 
captured  by  this  regiment.  The  rifle-pits  in  front  were  occupied  by 
detachments  from  the  regiment,  while  a  temporary  line  of  works  was 
thrown  up.  For  about  an  hour  the  enemy  kept  a  scattering  fire,  and  in 
this  time  [the]  regiment  on  the  right  moved  forward  to  the  edge  of  the 
field,  and  this  regiment  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to  connect  on  the 
right.  This  movement  was  being  executed  by  company,  when  the 
enemy,  assaulting  the  skirmish  line  on  the  left  flank,  drove  them  in  and 
occupied  rifle-pits  of  the  left,  which  enabled  him  to  enfilade  that  part  of 
the  line  already  advanced,  which  consisted  of  a  large  part  of  the  right 
wing.  In  this  position  the  men  were  exposed  to  a  galling  fire,  to  which 
they  could  not  effectively  reply,  and  such  was  their  position  that  only 
the  companies  of  the  left  wing  could  be  employed  to  check  the  enemy. 
After  a  stubborn  resistance  the  right  wing  fell  back  to  their  former 
position,  while  the  left  wing  checked  the  enemy  and  caused  them  to 
abandon  the  line.  In  this  attemi)t  the  enemy's  loss  must  have  been 
severe,  as  the  men  tired  with  steadiness  and  at  short  range,  while  the 
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cover  of  the  regiment  almost  shielded  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
Nothing  of  further  importance  occurred  until  dark,  when  the  regiment 
was  moved  farther  to  the  right  and  established  the  line  of  the  brigade 
picket.  During  the  tour  of  picket  duty  the  works  were  turned  and 
rendered  very  strong. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  SHEPHERD, 
Colonel  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery. 
[Captain  Linnard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,] 


No.  71. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Madison  M.  Cannon,  Fortieth  New  York  Infa/ntry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Fortieth  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  command  during  the  action  of  March  2.5, 1865: 

At  about  12.30  p.  m.  moved  out  of  the  works,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  brigade,  to  the  front,  and  was  ordered  by  the  general  commanding 
brigade  to  advance  to  the  opening  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  I  moved  out  by  the  left  flank,  and 
just  as  the  head  of  my  regiment  arrived  at  the  opening  I  was  surprised 
to  see  the  Ninety-ninth  Regiment  break  and  run  in  confusion  to  the 
rear.  I  at  once  checked  the  colors  of  the  Niiiety-ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  formed  them  on  the  left  of  my  regiment.  At  this  time 
I  saw  but  two  officers  with  the  Ninety-ninth  Regiment,  viz,  Captain 
Lewis  and  a  lieutenant.  The  Ninety-ninth  Regiment  was  under  my 
command  nntil  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Biles.  Temporary  works  were 
then  erected  on  the  captured  line  of  pits.  The  regiment  remained  in 
these  works  until  near  dark,  when  the  enemy  attacked  on  the  left  of 
the  brigade,  when  the  regiments  on  my  left  abandoned  the  line.  I 
immediately  refused  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment,  and  held  the  posi- 
tion until  the  attack  was  made  on  the  right,  when,  the  enemy  having  a 
cross-fire  from  both  flanks,  my  men  fell  back  to  the  woods,  where  they 
were  reformed,  and  again  went  forward  and  occupied  the  line.  This 
position  it  occupied  until  after  dark,  when  it  moved  to  the  left,  and 
occupied  a  spac*  between  the  Twentieth  Indiana  and  Ninety-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  where  it  remained  until  relieved  by  a  portion 
of  the  First  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  when  it  returned  to  camp 
about  midnight. 

The  following  are  the  losses:  2  enlisted  men  killed,  10  wounded,  and 
4  missing. 

In  consideration  of  the  large  number  of  recruits  in  the  ranks,  many 
of  them  being  ignorant  of  the  English  language,  the  conduct  of  the 
regiment  was  very  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  CANNON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  James  M.  Linnard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 
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No.  72. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  McKenna,  Seventy-third  New  York  Infantry^ 
of  operationK  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-thikd  New  York  Volunteeks, 

Kcar  Hatcher^ s  Bun,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  command  in  the  action  of  the  25th  instant: 

This  command  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, and  advanced  to  the  position  formerly  held  by  the  enemy's  out- 
post pickets.  Capturing  this  position  the  command  was  deployed  to 
the  left  and  connection  made  witli  the  Third  Brigade,  and  the  line  then 
advanced,  taking  the  enemy's  first  line  of  pits,  capturing  3  commis- 
sioned officers  and  124  enlisted  men.  Upon  this  advance  the  men  of 
this  command  conveyed  thirty  stand  of  arms  to  the  rear,  and  were  com- 
pelled by  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  sixty  stand  of  arms, 
which  were  found  in  the  captured  pits.  Owing  to  no  support  on  the 
left,  the  command  withdrew  to  the  line  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy 
as  outposts,  which  position  was  held  until  the  men  were  relieved. 

The  officers  under  my  command  all  acted  splendidly,  but  I  cannot 
refrain  from  mentioning  Capt.  John  G.  Noonan,  who,  by  his  noble  exam- 
ple, inspired  the  men  to  many  deeds  of  valor.  With  regard  to  the  men, 
all  behaved  nobly,  and  to  mention  any  one  individually  would  be  an  act 
of  injustice  to  many  brave  and  deserving  soldiers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McKENNA, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Seventy-third  Regiment  New  York  State  Vols. 

Colonel  Andrews, 

Twentieth  Indiana  Infantry. 


No.  73. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  H.  Vincent,  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operatioiis  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Eighty-sixth  Eegt.  New  York  Veteran  Vols., 

Near  Hatcher's  Run,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  action  of  yesterday : 

At  about  4  p.  m.  I  left  the  breast- works,  following  the  First  Maine 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  moved  to  the  front,  passing  the  old  picket-line 
near  the  reserve  of  the  First  Brigade,  to  the  road  between  our  line  and 
the  rebels.  Before  my  regiment  had  got  fairly  across  the  swamp,  the 
enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  from  ahead  and  commenced 
shelling  from  the  right,  when,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding 
brigade,  I  moved  my  regiment  by  the  rear  rank  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  swinging  to  the  left,  in  order  to  keep  the  connection,  and  moved 
forward  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  halting  within  about  sixty  yards  of 
the  rebels'  old  line  of  picket-pits,  and  commenced  constructing  defenses. 
After  remaining  a  short  time  I  advanced  to  the  pits,  connecting  with 
the  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery  on  the  left,  and  the  Ninety-ninth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  on  the  right.  After  remaining  in  this  position  a 
short  time  the  enemy  advanced  and  took  possession  of  the  line  of  picket- 
pits  on  the  left,  and  commenced  a  sharp  fire  on  my  Hank  and  rear.    At 
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the  same  time  the  forces  on  the  right  fell  back  into  the  woods,  leaving 
both  my  flanks  exposed,  when  I  was  obliged  to  fall  back  into  the  woods 
to  make  the  connection,  where  I  immediately  reformed  and  placed  my 
regiment  on  the  line,  connecting  with  the  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery 
on  the  left,  and  the  Fortieth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  on  the  right. 
At  about  8  p.  m.,  the  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery  having  been  relieved 
I  moved  to  the  left  and  occupied  their  worts,  connecting  with  the  One 
hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  After  remaining  there 
about  two  hours,  most  of  the  time  under  a  sharp  flre,  was  relieved,  and 
returned  to  camp. 

My  losses  during  the  engagement  were,  2  first  lieutenants  wounded 
severely,  1  captain,  slightly;  1  enlisted  man  killed,  and  6  wounded. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

N.  H.  VINCENT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Gapt.  J.  M.  LlNNARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  74. 


B^ort  of  Lieut.   Col.  Charles  H.   Weygant,   One  hundred  and  Uoenty- 
fourth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  124th  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Hcgiment  New  York 
Volunteers  in  the  action  of  yesterday,  March  25, 18(j5: 

About  10  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  report  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Madill,  corps  officer  of  the  day,  at  the  ruins  of  a  house  on  the  picket- 
line,  in  front  of  General  McAllister's  brigade.  Upon  arriving  at  that 
point  I  learned  that  General  Madill  had  gone  to  some  other  portion  of 
the  line.  We  remained  there  about  an  hour,  and  were  then  conducted 
by  a  staff  officer  to  a  ravine  about  300  yards  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the 
Watkins  house,  where  we  remained  until  6  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  for- 
ward in  line  of  battle  and  occupied  the  position  from  which  the  Fifth 
New  Hampshire  had  just  been  withdrawn,  my  right  resting  on  the 
Watkins  house,  and  my  left  connecting  with  the  Fifty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania. Immediately  after  taking  this  position  I  had  a  temporary 
line  of  works  thrown  up.  About  7  p.  m.  the  pickets  in  our  immediate 
front  were  driven  in,  closely  followed  by  a  force  of  the  enemy,  composed 
of  Forty-second,  Fifty  ninth,  and  Sixtieth  Alabama  Begiments,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Ooi.  D.  S.  Troy.  I  allowed  them  to  advance  to 
within  about  eighty  yards  of  the  temporary  line  of  works,  behind  which 
our  men  were  concealed,  when  we  poured  a  volley  into  them,  driving 
them  back  about  100  yards  to  the  picket-pits,  where  they  rallied  and 
made  a  stand.  Cautioning  the  men  to  fire  low,  which  order  was  well 
carried  out,  our  fire  soon  became  so  effective  as  to  almost  silence  the 
enemy,  and  caused  them  to  crouch  into  the  pits.  After  holding  them 
there  a  few  minutes  I  ordered  a  charge.  The  regiment  rushed  forward 
in  a  gallant  style,  capturing  the  battle-flag  of  the  Fifty -ninth  Alabama, 
6  officers,  and  159  men,  about  20  of  whom  were  wounded,  including 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Troy,  of  the  Sixtieth  Alabama  The  enemy  being 
completely  dispersed  I  ret.iraed  to  my  former  position,  leaving  between 
20  and  30  of  their  dead  upon  the  field.  At  11.30  p.  m.  I  received  orders 
to  withdraw  and  return  to  camp,  which  I  did,  bringing  with  me  about 
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seventy-five  stand  of  small-arms.  All  this,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was 
accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  either  in  killed,  wounded,  or 
missing. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  com- 
mand; all  behaved  in  a  gallant  manner. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  H.  WEYGANT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  124th  New  York   Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  M.   LiNNARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  75. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frederick  W.  Lewis,  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vols., 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  yesterday: 

About  1  p.  m.  the  regiment  left  the  breast-works,  following  the  First 
Maine  and  Eighty-sixth  New  York  to  the  line  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  pre- 
viously captured  by  our  forces.  Shortly  after  occuiiyiiig  this  position 
the  First  Maine,  being  flanked  by  the  enemy,  retreated  to  the  wood,  the 
Eighty-sixth  New  York  followed,  and  we  having  no  connection  then  on 
the  left,  and  being  exposed  to  a  sharp  flanking  fire,  withdrew  to  the 
woods  also.  In  a  short  time  we  again  advanced  to  the  former  line,  and 
held  it  until  relieved  by  u  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  when  we  went 
farther  to  the  left,  holding  this  portion  of  the  line  until  about  10  p.  m., 
when  we  were  relieved.  Falling  back  a  short  distance,  we  remained 
near  the  swamp  until  about  1  a.  m.  [26thJ,  when  we  were  ordered  to  our 
old  camp. 

We  lost  during  the  engagement  1  commissioned  officer  and  10  enlisted 
men  wounded. 

Colonel  Biles  was  wounded  early  in  the  fight,  but  remained  until  we 
were  established,  on  the  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  W,  LEWIS, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers. 
Capt.  James  M.  Linnard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  76. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  B.  Fite,   One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  110th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vols., 

March  27, 1865. 
Captain  :  In  compliance  with  a  circular  from  your  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  which  this 
regiment  took  in  the  engagement  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  March  25, 
1865: 

We  charged  the  euemy  about  2.30  p.m., driving  him  from  his  picket- 
line,  capturing  thirty  prisoners.    The  distance  charged  was  about  350 
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yards.  We  held  our  new  position  and  commenced  turning  the  captured 
pits  to  conTert  them  to  our  own  use,  when,  about  sunset,  the  enemy 
came  in  upon  our  left  flank  with  an  overwhelming  force.  The  troops 
on  the  left  commenced  to  waver,  and  finally  broke,  leaving  our  left  flank 
unprotected.  We  contested  the  ground  as  stubbornly  as  the  same 
amount  of  men  could,  when  it  became  obvious  that  we  had  but  two 
alternatives — to  fall  back,  or  be  captured  in  the  pits.  After  having 
fallen  back  about  150  yards,  we  reformed  and  rallied  again ;  but  find- 
ing our  force  insufficient  to  regain  the  pits  previously  lost  we  retired 
about  150  yards  from  the  enemy's  pits,  reformed  our  line  on  the  left  of 
the  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  commenced  putting  up  temporary 
works,  where  we  remained  until  relieved  about  12.30  a.  m.  March  26, 
1865. 
Our  entire  loss  is,  3  killed,  8  wounded,  and  10  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  FITE, 
Captain,  Commanding  110th  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers. 

[Capt.  James  M.  Linnabd, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  77. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  George  W.  West,  Seventeenth  Maine  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Beigade,  Thied  Division,  Second  Corps, 

February  13, 1865. 

Majoe  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  command  in  the  operations  of  the  5th,  0th,  and  7th  instant  : 

In  obedience  to  orders,  the  brigade  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  and  marched 
on  the  Vanghan  road,  folio  wing  tJie  First  Brigade,  to  near  the  point  where 
the  picket-line  crosses  the  road,  when  I  received  orders  to  follow  the 
ambulance  traiu  of  the  Second  Division.  Marched  in  this  order  until 
arriving  at  Hatcher's  Run,  where  the  brigade  was  placed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle across  the  Vaughan  road,  on  the  north  side  of  the  run.  At  2  p.  m. 
I  received  orders  to  move  my  brigade  across  the  creek  and  form  line  of 
battle  to  the  left  of  the  road,  my  right  resting  on  the  road,  and  left, 
refusing,  rested  on  the  creek.  I  then  advanced  a  strong  skirmish  line 
and  threw  up  a  temporary  line  of  work.  While  executing  the  above  I 
received  an  order  from  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  divis- 
ion to  send  a  regiment  to  support  the  cavalry,  which  had  advanced  on 
the  Vaughan  road.  The  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, accordingly,  was  ordered  to  report  to  a  division  staft'oflficer.  Heavy 
firing  being  heard  on  the  right,  about  5  p.  m.,  I  received  an  order  for 
two  regiments  to  report  to  General  McAllister.  In  obedience  to  this 
order  I  immediately  sent  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  First  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  which  reported 
as  directed.  Soon  after  I  received  orders  to  report  in  person  with  the 
balance  of  the  brigade  and  assume  command  of  the  whole.  On  arriving 
near  the  battle-field  the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (lead- 
ing regiment)  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  in  a  small  ravine,  in  rear  of 
General  McAllister's  left,  and  gallantly  charged,  under  direction  of  Capt. 
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E.  H.  Shook,  acting  brigade  inspector.  The  Fifth  Michigan  as  soon  as 
formed  also  charged  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania, filling  the  gap  between  General  McAllister  and  General  Smyth, 
Second  Division.  These  troops  arrived  just  in  season  to  check  the  enemy, 
"who  were  making  a  desperate  effort  to  make  a  break  at  this  point.  The 
ground  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Michigan  was  for  a  time  held  by  troops 
of  the  Second  Division,  who  had  retired  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy.  Night  coming  on  the  fighting  ceased  and  the  enemy  retreated. 
1  immediately  proceeded  to  straighten  the  line,  throwing  forward  a 
strong  picket-line,  and  at  the  same  time  threw  up  strong  works.  Dur- 
ing the  night  some  sixteen  prisoners  were  brought  in. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tyler  commanding,  which  was  the  firstto  arrive  upon  the  ground 
in  the  afternoon,  deserve  special  mention  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  went  into  the  fight,  under  a  most  severe  musketry  fire  from  the 
enemy,  fighting  in  an  open  field,  without  any  works  whatever  for  pro- 
tection. 

6th,  occupied  the  same  ground  as  on  the  evening  of  the  5th.  I  sent  out 
the  pioneers  of  the  brigade  to  assist  in  burying  the  dead  of  the  enemy 
which  were  left  on  my  front.  In  the  early  part  of  the  evening  I  received 
orders  to  move  to  the  left  to  support  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  Corps;  after 
marching  a  short  distance  the  order  was  countermanded,  and,  by  orders 
from  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  division,  the  brigade 
was  massed  in  the  woods  on  the  rigJit  of  the  Second  Division,  where  it 
remained  until  coming  into  its  present  camp,  furnishing  large  details  for 
fatigue  duty. 

The  casualties  during  the  brief  engagement  on  Sunday  evening  were 
small,  a  report  of  which  has  already  been  forwarded. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  entire  command  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  this  brigade  for 
the  prompt  and  cordial  manner  in  which  they  executed  my  orders. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  WEST, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  William  E.  Driver, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps. 


No.  78. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Byron  R.  Pierce,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reportof  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  March  25, 1865: 

At, 6  a.  m.  received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  division  to 
break  camp  and  be  ready  to  move;  remained  under  arms  until  2  p.  m., 
when  I  received  orders  to  move  my  brigade  to  the  front  and  place  it  in 
two  lines  in  rear  of  General  De  Trobriand's  brigade  and  be  ready  to 
assault  the  enemy's  works.  I  moved  my  brigade  at  once  to  the  fi-ont 
through  the  main  line  of  works,  and  in  advance  of  the  old  picket-line. 
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where  I  commenced  the  formation  as  ordered,  by  placing:  the  following 
regiments  in  line  in  rear  of  General  De  Trobriand's  brigade :  Fifth  Mich- 
igan, Ool.  John  Pulford;  First  Massachusetts  [Heavy  ArtilleryJ,  Major 
Nathaniel  Shatswell;  Seventeenth  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Hobson; 
Ninety-third  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Haviland  Gifford.  The  Fifty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  "Volunteers,  Col.  George  Zinn;  One  hundred  and 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Maj.  James  Miller;  One  hundred  and 
forty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  H.  Horton,  were 
halted,  by  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  commanding  division, 
and  placed  on  the  right,  near  the  Watkins  house. 

Colonel  Pulford,  commanding  the  right  wing,  finding  his  right 
exposed,  deployed  skirmishers  across  the  swamp  to  connect  with  the 
right  wing,  commanded  by  Colonel  Zinn.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Zinn's 
line  was  formed  he  sent  out  details  from  each  regiment,  with  orders  to 
connect  the  pits  that  had  been  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  morn- 
ing; while  these  details  were  at  work  a  brigade  of  rebels  charged  them, 
driving  them  back  on  the  line  of  battle.  Colonel  Zinn  at  once  ordered 
a  charge  of  the  regiments  under  his  command;  they  went  forward  with 
a  cheer,  retook  the  pits,  and  captured  6  commissioned  officers  and  167 
enlisted  men.  Our  men  drove  the  enemy,  by  getting  on  their  flank  and 
rear,  in  the  direction  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  which  were  on  the  right  of  my  brigade,  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-fourth  New  York  charging  after  we  had  driven  the  enemy 
from  their  position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  The  same  charge  of  the 
enemy  extended  to  the  front  of  the  left  wing  of  my  brigade,  when  the 
line  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry  and  First  Massachusetts 
Heavy  Artillery  gave  way  and  came  near  carrying  the  second  line  with 
it;  but  through  the  exertions  of  Colonel  Pulford  and  Major  Shatswell, 
they  rallied  their  regiments  and  advanced  them  to  the  first  line,  which 
they  held  until  relieved  by  the  posting  of  the  pickets. 

At  1  a.  m.  of  the  26th,  the  picket- line  having  been  established,  I 
moved  my  brigade  back  to  their  old  camps,  by  orders  from  the  general 
commanding  division. 

The  casualties  in  this  brigade  were :  4  enlisted  men  killed,  1  com- 
missioned officer  and  29  enlisted  men  wounded,  2  enlisted  men  missing; 
total,  36.    A  nominal  list  herewith  attached. 

Officers  and  men  of  my  command,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  recruits, 
behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  coolness.  I  would  especially  men- 
tion Col.  John  Pulford,  Fifth  Michigan,  commanding  the  left  wing,  for 
exertions  used  in  rallying  his  men  after  being  broken  by  the  First  Bri- 
gade; also,  Colonel  Zinn,  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  com- 
manding the  three  regiments  on  the  riglit,  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  he  charged  the  enemy,  taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  My 
staft"  officers,  with  their  usual  bravery  and  gallantry,  rendered  me  effi- 
cient aid. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  PIERCE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  William  E.  Deiver, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps. 
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No.  79. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  McAllister,  Eleventh  New  Jersey 
Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-6 
and  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Bbig.,  Third  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  13, 1865. 

Major:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  in  the  operations  of  the  5th  and 
6th  instant : 

According  to  orders  received,  We  broke  camp  and  left  at  7  a.  m.  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  brigade  following  the  Second,  commanded 
by  General  West.  In  passing  the  Cummings  house  we  were  halted, 
and  I  was  ordered  by  Brevet  Major  General  Mott  to  place  my  brigade 
in  line  of  battle  near  the  Tucker  house,  across  the  road  leading  past  it, 
and  to  throw  out  pickets  well  to  the  front,  connecting  them  with  the 
Second  Division  pickets  on  my  left;  also,  to  guard  well  my  right.  This 
was  accomplished  in  a  very  short  time,  giving  my  personal  superin- 
tendence to  the  placing  of  the  pickets  and  their  connection  with  the 
Second  Division  pickets  on  the  road  leading  through  the  left  center  of 
my  line  of  battle,  as  directed.  After  taking  a  survey  of  the  whole  field, 
and  making  myself  acquainted  with  the  roads  and  swamps  in  my  front 
and  right,  I  returned  to  my  command.  At  12.30  p.  m.  I  received  orders 
from  General  Humphreys  to  build  breast- works.  My  men  went  at  it 
with  a  will,  and  soon  had  the  works  under  way,  at  the  same  time 
extending  them  toward  the  swamp-  on  the  right,  to  prevent  my  being 
flanked.  Meanwhile  an  order  was  received  from  Brevet  Major-General 
Mott  to  throw  a  regiment  across  a  road  a  considerable  distance  from 
my  left,  leading  down  toward  the  Armstrong  Mill,  I  placed  there  the 
Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Price,  and 
had  my  brigade  to  connect  with  him  by  taking  distance  to  tlie  left. 
These  works  are  now  nearly  completed.  3.30  p.  m.  a  staff  ofBcer  from 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bamsey  presented  a  telegram  from  Major- 
General  Humphreys,  ordering  General  Eamsey  to  relieve  me  in  my  posi- 
tion; at  the  same  time  the  head  of 'General  Ramsey's  brigade  was  on 
the  ground,  with  the  general  leading  it.  I  obeyed  the  order,  and  sent 
my  adjutant-general.  Captain  Finkelmeier,  to  division  headquarters 
for  orders,  massing,  in  the  meantime,  my  brigade  in  my  rear.  4  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  form  on  the  left  of  General  Bamsey.  I  at  once  com- 
menced the  movement;  my  right  regiments  were  just  filing  in,  when 
the  attack  was  made  on  the  picket-line.  I  then  ordered  "  double-quick," 
and  we  were  moving  in  rapidly.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willian,  of  Major- 
General  Humphreys'  staff,  then  informed  me  that  there  was  a  gap 
in  the  line  between  myself  and  Bamsey,  caused  by  General  Bamsey 
closing  to  tbe  right;  my  rear  regiment  (the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Schoonover),  intended  for  the  left  of  the  line,  was 
taken  off  and  hurried  into  this  gap.  They  received  a  fire  from  the 
enemy  and  returned  it,  causing  the  left  of  the  enemy's  advancing  line 
of  battle  to  falter  and  lie  down.  The  fire  was  taken  up  all  along  the 
line  as  fast  as  my  troops  were  formed.  The  pickets  in  my  new  front 
having  come  running  in  without  firing  a  shot,  left  the  enemy  right  on~ 
us  before  I  had  my  line  completed.  Eegiment  after  regiment  opened  on 
the  rebels  as  fast  as  they  wheeled  into  position,  causing  their  line  to 
halt  and  lie  down.  The  left  regiment,  the  Eighth  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers, under  command  of  Major  Hartford,  or  the  left  wing  of  it,  had  no 
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works,  and  were  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  in  this  unprotected  position ' 
but  they  stood  nobly  and  fought  splendidly ;  not  a  man  of  this  regiment 
or  indeed  of  the  whole  brigade,  left  for  the  rear. 

Major  Hartford  and  his  regiment  deserve  particular  credit  for  the 
gallantry  displayed  in  getting  into  position  under  the  severe  fire  and 
holding  it  without  works,  while  two  regiments  from  the  Second  Division 
that  had  been  lying  for  hours  a  little  to  my  left,  on  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  gave  way  without  firing  a  gun,  leaving  much  larger  space 
without  troops  between  my  left  and  the  right  of  the  Second  Division. 

After  completing  the  line  on  the  left,  under  charge  of  Captain  Bowers, 
acting  aide-de-camp,  I  rode  along  the  line  with  my  adjutant-general, 
encouraging  the  men  to  stand  firm  and  the  day  would  be  ours;  the 
One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lockwood,  on  the  right  of  the  Eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  the 
colonel  and  his  oflBcers  were  all  on  their  feet  doing  the  same. 

The  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  Colonel  Price,  came  next.  This 
regiment  was  formed  at  a  different  angle,  so  as  to  enable  the  men  to 
pour  an  enfilading  fire  onto  the  enemy's  lines  and  prevent  them  advanc- 
ing into  the  gap.  I  gave  this  order,  and  it  was  executed  handsomely 
and  added  very  much  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Haxl.it  not  been 
for  this  and  the  aid  of  the  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Green 
and  Adams,  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts,  who  were  throwing  their  fire 
across  the  swamp  at  a  right  angle  with  my  enfilading  fire,  all  would 
have  been  lost.  These  artillery  officers  deserve  great  credit,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  mention  them  favorably. 

The  enemy  advanced  with  a  yell  known  to  us  all,  and  fell  back;  again 
they  advanced  with  a  determination  to  break  my  line,  but  again  my 
ranks  stood  firm,  and  rolled  back  the  tide  of  battle  in  a  highly  credita- 
ble manner.  Prisoners  say  that  they  advanced  in  three  lines  of  battle. 
From  all  I  could  see  and  learn,  I  think  that  was  the  case,  though  the 
woods  prevented  our  seeing  their  movements. 

In  riding  along  the  line,  I  found  Chaplain  Hopkins,  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twentieth  New  York  Volunteers,  using  a  gun  and  firing  con- 
stantly, and  encouraging  the  meu  to  stand  firm.  He  is  deserving  of 
mention. 

Before  the  battle  ended  Major-General  Humphreys  and  a  part  of 
his  staff  came  up  on  the  line,  and  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  scenes 
before  him.  It  was  a  pleasing  sight  to  see  how  the  appearance  of  our 
corps  commander  inspired  our  men  to  new  efforts. 

The  third  attack  of  the  enemy  then  attempted  ended  in  a  complete 
rout,  and  night  closing  in  they  fell  back  to  the  woods,  leaving  their 
dead  behind. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement  two  regiments  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  came  up  to  support  my  line,  and  at  the  close  the  whole 
Second  Brigade  formed  on  my  left. 

A  number  of  prisoners  came  in  during  the  evening  and  in  the  night, 
and  were  forwarded.  During  the  night  our  pickets  were  thrown  out, 
and,  tired  and  exhausted  as  the  men  were,  the  most  part  of  the  night 
was  spent  in  building  breast- works  on  the  left  of  the  line;  the  rest  of 
the  troops  laid  on  their  arms  during  the  night. 

On  the  6th  of  February  the  strengthening  of  the  line  was  con- 
tinued, our  picket-line  advanced;  details  were  sent  in  front  to  slash  the 
timber  and  bury  the  enemy's  dead.  In  the  afternoon  a  part  of  my  com- 
mand was  sent  out  on  a  reconnaissance  toward  the  enemy's  lines,  which 
were  then  discovered  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  our  own. 
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February  7,  packed  up-  and  remained  under  arms  till  dark,  one- 
fourth  of  the  command  remaining  under  arms  all  night. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  my  officers  and  men  did  all  that 
could  be  desired  of  them.  The  former  encouraging  the  men  to  stand 
firm,  regardless  of  their  own  personal  safety,  and  the  latter  firing  low 
as  directed.  To  mention  some  would  be  doing  injustice  to  others.  I 
must  not,  however,  omit  to  notice  my  adjutant-general,  Capt.  J.  P. 
Finkelmeier,  who  fully  sustained  his  previous  reputation  for  gallant 
bravery  in  action,  advising  and  encouraging  officers  and  men  every- 
"where,  ujider  the  most  terrific  fire;  also  my  aides,  Capt.  Charles  F. 
Bowers,  Capt.  L.  M.  Morris,  brigade  inspector,  and  Lieut,  William 
Plimley,  who  went  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  with  a  will  whenever 
ordered. 

Subjoined  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  a  statement  of  casualties : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

. 

Troops. 

i 

V 

2 

o 

e 
s 

g 

1 

< 

7th  New  Jersey  Volnoteeni 

1 

39 

1 

1 
37 

1 

1 

8th  New  Jersey  Volunteers 

11 

1 

ii 

1 

2 

18 

11th  New . Jersey  Volnnteers 

2 

lltii  Massachusetts  Volunteers 

Ufllh  New  York  Volunteers 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Total 

12 

12 

' 

39 

41 

53 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  MCALLISTER, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U,  8,  Volunteers. 
Maj.  W.  R,  Driver, 

-  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Biv.,  Second  Army  Corps, 


Hdqrs  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Third  Division,  Second 
Army  Corps,  dated  March  27, 18G5, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  command  in  the  operations 
of  the  25tli  instant: 

At  6  a.  m.  the  brigade  was  ordered  under  arms  at  the  breast-works, 
ready  to  move,  and  at  8  a.  m.  an  order  was  received  to  send  a  recon- 
noitering  party  in  our  front.  Captain  Holmes,  whom  I  sent  with  fifty 
men,  soon  found  a  strong  line  of  pits,  four  and  five  in  a  pit,  and  engaged 
the  enemy's  pickets.  Pursuant  to  orders  to  send  a  force  strong  enough 
to  press  back  the  enemy's  pickets  and  discover  the  strength  of  their 
main  line,  I  dispatched  (at  D.50)  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schoonover  with 
Lis  regiment,  who,  upon  arrival  at  the  woods  left  of  the  open  space, 
near  Armstrong's  house,  found  his  command  insuflicicnt  to  make  a 
successful  attack  on  the  enemy's  pickfct-line.  The  One  hundred  and 
twentieth  New  York  was  ordered  up  for  his  support,  and  the  combined 
forces  then  made  a  most  gallant  charge,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
the  enemy's  pitg  ttnd  ^batig  atnd  100  prisoners,  under  an  enfilading  fire 
of  artillery  froW  a  tedotibt  On  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  and  heavy 
volleys  of  mUBkefry  from  the  main  line  of  theit  works.  It  was  then 
dlscevsred  that  the  euemy  oa  this  point  had  a  lieavy  Blashing  and 
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a  palisade  in  advauce  of  their  works.  The  line  was  held  till  3pm 
when  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  their  works  on  our  left,  succeeded  in 
fla,nking  our  left  flank  and  recapturing  a  portion  of  the  line.  Our  men 
rallied  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  drove  the  enemy  again  out  of 
the  recaptured  pits.  After  re-establishing  the  line  the  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts was  ordered  up  for  support  and  placed  on  the  left  of  the 
Eleventh  liJew  Jersey  Volunteers.  At  this  time  General  Smyth  here 
requested  Colonel  Schoonover  to  make  connection  with  his  right  and 
protect  his  flank.  To  accomplish  this  Colonel  Schoonover  was  com- 
pelled to  stretch  a  thin  line  through  the  woods.  Meanwhile  the 
remainder  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  were  ordered  forward  and  massed  in  rear  of  the 
First  Brigade,  right  of  the  Armstrong  house.  Remaining  there  a  short 
time,  intelligence  was  received  at  about  6  p.  m.  that  the  enemy,  in 
strong  force,  made  a  second  attack  through  the  woods  on  our  left 
toward  the  right,  and,  after  a  stubborn  resistance  by  our  men,  had  suc- 
ceeded in  retaking  the  line  and  capturing  a  number  of  Federal  prison- 
ers. The  Seventh  and  Eightli  iSTew  Jersey  then  was  again  ordered  to 
move  to  the  left  and  fiU  up  the  gap  existing  between  the  One  hundred 
and  twentieth  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  First  Brigade.  Colonel 
Price,  commanding  the  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  with  prompt- 
ness, deployed  his  command  through  the  woods  right  of  the  open  space, 
and  succeeded  in  making  the  desired  connection  on  his  right,  and  with 
the  Eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  hastily,  in  the  open  space  on  his 
left.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this  attack  from  the  left  another 
strong  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  center  of 
Colonel  Rivers'  regiment,  which,  however,  was  checked  in  a  short  time 
by  the  st«ady  and  well-directed  fire  of  his  men. 

It  is  very  evident,  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schoonover, 
and  the  regimental  reports  under  his  command,  that  the  cause  of  the 
recapture  of  the  line  by  the  enemy  was  owing  to  the  long  line  to  be  held 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schoonover,  with  a  force  inadequate  in  numbers 
to  the  task,  making  it  easy  for  the  enemy  to  charge  it  with  a  strong 
line  of  battle;  also,  to  the  exposed  position  of  our  troops  to  the  range 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  his  line  of  Avorks  affording  a  cross-fire  on  our 
troops,  so  that,  without  a  line  of  works  to  protect  us,  we  could  not 
hold  it. 

I  cordially  indorse  the  honorable  mention  of  the  ofticers  contained 
in  the  inclosed  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schoonover,  viz:  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Schoonover,  then  division  officer  of  the  day,  for  assistance 
in  pushing  ahead  his  regiment  to  the  pits  just  evacuated;  Major  Scott, 
in  command  of  the  One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York  Volunteers; 
Captain  Holmes;  Captain  Newkirk,  who  was  wounded;  Adjutant  Rus- 
sell; Captain  Gage,  in  command  of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers; Captain  Moorhous;  Captain  Thompson ;  Lieutenant  Oliver;  and 
would  call  particularly  attention  to  the  deliberate  bravery  of  Colonel 
Price  in  checkingthe  enemy's  advance  toward  evening.  Colonel  Schoon- 
over deserves  great  praise  for  his  gallantry  and  bravery  in  making  his 
first  and  second  charge  and  capturing  and  recapturing  the  enemy's 
picket-line,  as  well  as  during  the  entire  engagement. 

Subjoined  is  a  copy  of  casualties.* 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  say,  my  adjutant- 
general,  Captain  Finkelmeier,  and  my  aides  and  staff  officers  rendered 

*  ShowH  0  men  killed,  2  officers  and  50  men  wounded,  and  1  officer  and  91  men 
captuied  or  missing;  total,  153. 
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valuable  service  all  througli  the  day,  ever  ready  and  williug  to  go 
amidst  danger  to  carry  orders  and  see  the  line  connected,  for  which 
they  richly  deserve  favorable  mention. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  MCALLISTER, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 
Maj.  W.  R.  Driver, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Biv.,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  80. 


Report  of  Capt.  James  F.  Mansfield,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of 
operations  February  5-7. 

Hkadquarters  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Battalion, 

February  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with-  circular  from  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  dated  February  11, 1805, 1  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  proceedings  of  tliis  command  during  the  operations 
of  the  5tli,  6th,  and  7th  instant: 

At  G  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  the  Eleventh  Battalion 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Dunham, 
left  their  camp  near  the  Halifax  road,  and  took  up  their  line  of  march 
in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The  men  were  provided  with  five 
days'  rations.  The  battalion  marched  about  three  miles,  to  the  vicinity 
of  Rowanty  Creek,  where  a  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  a  pine  woods 
to  the  left  of  the  Vaughan  road,  and  a  breast-work  thrown  up  iu  front 
of  the  position.  We  remained  there  until  about  4  o'clock,  when  the 
troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  breast-works,  and  the  Third  Brigade 
massed  in  a  field  about  200  yards  in  the  rear.  After  remaining  there  a 
short  time  ordered  to  resume  position  behind  the  works,  and  had  only 
time  to  do  so  before  firing  began  on  the  left,  and  a  line  of  skirmishers 
belonging  to  the  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  that  had  been 
out  iu  front,  fell  back  inside  our  works,  and  reported  the  enemy  advanc- 
ing in  force.  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  being  discovered  in  front,  our 
battalion  received  orders  to  commence  firing,  and  the  advance  [wasj 
checked.  The  firing  was  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  with  more  or 
less  spirit,  as  the  enemy  advanced  or  fell  back,  but  at  no  time  did  he 
reach  a  point  nearer  than  100  yards  to  our  line  of  works.  After  the 
firing  ceased  the  works  were  strengthened ;  pickets  thrown  out  100 
yards  in  advance  of  the  line.  The  command  laid  on  their  arms  all 
night.    No  one  was  injured  during  the  day  in  the  battalion. 

On  the  morning  of  February  0  picket-line  was  advanced.  Two  of 
the  enemy's  dead  were  found  in  our  front,  and  indications  of  the  removal 
of  many  wounded.  In  the  afternoon  the  battalion  took  part  in  a  recon- 
naissance toward  the  enemy's  line  of  works,  which  were  discovered 
about  two  miles  from  our  own.  At  sunset  returned  to  our  original 
position.     Slashed  the  woods  fifty  yards  in  front  during  the  night. 

February  7,  packed  up  and  remained  under  arms  until  dark;  one- 
fourth  of  the  command  remained  under  arms  all  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  F.  MANSFIELD, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  J.  P.  FlNKELMEIER, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  Third  Biv.,  Second  Army  Corps. 
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No.  81. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  CharUs  G.  Rivera,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infan- 
try, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Vol.  Battalion, 

March  27, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  command  during  the  operations  of  the  25th  instant: 

At  10  a.  ni.  the  battalion  moved  into  the  works  runiiiug  parallel  with 
the  camp,  where  it  remained  until  about  1  p.  m.,  when  orders  were 
received  to  move  out  to  the  front  and  support  the  ^Eleventh  Eegiment 
New  Jersey  Volunteers.  Upon  arriving  there  line  was  formed  on  the 
left  of  tliat  regiment,  and  soon  after  the  left  of  this  battalion  was  con- 
nected with  the  right  of  the  Second  Division,  which  space  was  unoccu- 
pied by  any  troops  until  the  arrival  of  this  command.  Remained  in 
this  position  until  the  charge  was  made  across  Hatcher's  Eun  by  Gen- 
eral Smyth's  troops,  which  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill  on  the  south  side,  when  this  command  moved  forward 
and  formed  a  line  on  the  left  of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
and  two  companies  from  the  left  of  this  battalion  were  ordered  across 
the  run,  where  they  formed  a  junction  with  the  right  of  General 
Smyth's  command.  Soon  after  dark  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had 
broken  the  connection  in  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers  and 
were  advancing  on  my  right,  whi(!h  fact  was  immediately  reported  to 
General  Smyth,  who  placed  a  regiment  to  fill  the  gap  until  the  line  of 
troops  on  the  left  could  be  withdrawn,  which  was  soon  successfully 
done  without  any  interruption  from  the  enemy,  and  the  command 
marched  to  the  open  field  near  the  old  picket-line,  where  it  remained 
until  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  following  morning,  when  it  returned  to  camp. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  RIVERS, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Vol.  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  ScHOONOVEE, 

Commanding  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


No.  82. 

Reports  of  Col.  Francis  Price,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7  and  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Seventh  Regiment  New  Jersey  Vet.  Vols., 

February  13, 1865. 

Sib:  The  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the 
action  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  February,  1865,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted : 

Broke  camp  early  on  the  morning  of  February  5,  and  moved  down  to 
Rowan  ty  Creek,  quite  near  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  where  I  was 
assigned  a  position  in  a  deuse  wood,  and  there  ordered  to  erect  breast- 
works. After  the  works  were  nearly  completed  I  was  ordered  to 
move  my  command  a  short  distance  to  the  left,  and  again  threw  up 
intrenchments.  In  the  afternoon  my  command  was  withdrawn  and 
assigned  to  the  position  held  in  the  morning,  the  Eleventh  Massachu- 
setts on  my  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York  on 
my  left.  I  had  hardly  occupied  the  line  when  the  enemy  made  a  vig- 
orous and  sudden  attack  on  the  pickets,  driving  them  in.  The  enemy 
then,  in  strong  force,  attempted  to  carry  the  intrenchments  on  my  left 
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by  assault,  but  were  repulsed.  In  the  charge  they  exposed  themselves 
to  a  severe  oblique  fire  from  my  front.  After  the  action  I  proceeded 
to  strengthen  my  position,  working  all  the  night  of  the  5th  and  morn- 
ing of  the  6th. 

On  the  6th  my  command  was  withdrawn  and  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion a  short  distance  to  the  left,  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  on  my  right 
and  One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York  on  my  left.  Here  we  re- 
mained during  the  7th,  streugthening  the  works  and  slashing  the 
timber  in  our  front. 

During  the  action  of  the  5th  the  officers  and  men  acted  with  coolness. 
As  all  did  their  duty  I  have  no  special  act  to  mention. 

The  only  casualty  that  occurred  was  Corpl.  Aaron  Courtright,  acting 
sergeant-major,  who  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  right  breast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  PRICE, 
Colonel  Seventh  New  Jersey  Veteran  Volunteers. 

[Capt.  J.  P.  FiNKELSiEiER,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.] 

Hdqes.  Seventh  Regiment  New  Jeksey  Volunteers, 

March  27,  1865. 

.  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  operations  of  March  25  instant: 

At  about  3  p.  m.  I  left  the  works  behind  which  my  command  was 
encamped,  marched  beyond  the  picket-line  of  the  First  Brigade,  and 
there  massed  in  column  of  divisions.  Remaining  in  that  position  for  a 
short  time,  I  was  directed  to  move  my  command  toward  the  left.  After 
proceeding  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  having  received  orders  to  move 
forward  in  line  of  battle  and  connect  with  the  left  of  the  One  hundred 
and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (First  Brigade),  I  established  my 
line,  the  left  of  which  connected  with  the  Eighth  New  Jersey,  which 
shortly  after  joined  ns.  1  had  just  completed  a  small  breast- work  of 
logs,  hurriedly  thrown  up,  when  the  enemy,  with  apparently  a  strong 
skirmish  line,  opened  a  brisk  flie,  which,  however,  was  silenced  in  a 
short  time  by  the  steady  and  well-directed  fire  of  my  men.  Nothing 
further  of  note  occurred,  and  at  about  midnight  of  the  25th  I  received 
orders  to  return  to  camp. 

My  loss  during  the  movement  is  as  follows:  1  officer  wounded; 
enlisted  men — wounded,  6 ;  missing,  3. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  PRICE, 
Colonel  Seventh  Neic  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  83. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Henry  Hartford,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-7  and  March  25-26. 

Hdqes.  Eighth  Battalion  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Near  Hatcher's  Run,  Va.,  February  13, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  battalion  on 
the  5th,  Gth,  and  7th  instant: 

On  the  5th  instant,  at  6.30  a.  m.,  we  broke  camp,  marched  to  the 
right  of  the  division  campground,  and  took  our  position  in  order  of 
march.    In  conjunction  with  the  brigade  we  proceeded  along  the 
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Vaughan  road,  passed  the  original  picket-line,  and  went  into  line  of 
battle  to  tLe  right  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  where  we  constructed  breast- works. 
In  the  afternoon  were  relieved  by  a  portion  of  Brevet  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ramsey's  brigade,  and  were  massed  in  his  rear.  A  few  minutes 
past  4  p.  m.  we  moved  to  the  left  of  our  former  position,  and  went  into 
line  of  battle  behind  the  extreme  left  of  the  works,  with  the  exception 
of  the  left  wing,  which  was  without  any  protection  and  formed  the  left 
of  the  brigade.  Before  the  battalion  had  got  into  position  the  skir- 
mishers were  driven  in,  and  the  enemy,  keeping  up  a  desultory  fire,  soon 
made  their  appearance.  They  were  greeted  with  a  terrific  volley  of 
musketry  from  our  men,  and  thrown  into  confusion.  Again  they 
advanced  in  strong  force,  and,  notwithstanding  the  destructive  fire 
poured  into  them,  succeeded  in  gaining  the  shelter  of  stumps  and 
fallen  timber  on  our  left  front,  and  for  a  time  kept  up  a  fatal  fire  on 
the  exposed  wing  of  the  battalion,  but  they  were  forced  to  retire. 
They  again  made  their  appearance,  seemingly  determined  upon  carry- 
ing the  line,  but  the  well-directed  fire  checked  them  when  within  eighty 
yards  of  our  works;  they  fought  for  some  time  quite  determinedly,  but 
eventually  gave  way  in  confusion,  suffering  severely  for  their  temerity. 
The  last  repulse  was  after  dark,  and  was  the  end  of  the  engagement. 
Our  loss  was  11  killed  and  38  wounded.  Pickets  were  established,  and 
the  night  passed  in  quiet,  the  enemy  making  no  further  demonstration. 
On  the  morning  of  the  6th  seven  rebel  prisoners  were  brought  in  who 
could  not  succeed  in  getting  away  during  the  night.  The  6th  and  the 
7th  instant  were  occupied  by  us  in  cutting  slashings  in  our  front. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HARTFORD, 
Major  Eighth  Battalion  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  P.  FiNKELMEIEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqes.  Eighth  Battalion  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

Sir:  In  comnliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  Third  Brigade, 
Third  Division^  Second  Army  Corps,  of  this  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  command  in  the 
operation  of  the  25th  and  2Gth  instant: 

The  battalion  was  formed  soon  after  daybreak,  and  stood  under  arms 
at  the  breast-works  until  ordered  out  as  support  to  the  advance.  Sev- 
eral changes  occurred  in  our  position  during  the  day.  A  little  after 
dark  the  left  wing  of  the  battalion  advanced,  under  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  occupied  the  line  of  rifle-pits,  suffering  the  loss  of  1  killed  and 
2  severely  wounded.  Connection  Avas  made  on  the  left  with  the 
Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  on  the  right  with  the  Seventh  New 
Jersey.  Subsequently  the  remainder  of  the  battaliou  joined  the  left 
wing  and  extended  along  the  line  of  the  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers connected  on  the  right  with  the  Seventeenth  Maine.  A  few  shots 
were' exchanged  during  the  night,  resulting  in  no  casualties  to  us. 
New  pits  were  made  and  old  ones  repaired. 

The  battalion  was  relieved  about  dark  of  the  26th  instant,  and 
returned  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     ^^j^^p^j^jj 

Major  Eighth  Battalion  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Capt.  J.  P.  FiNKELMEiER,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
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No.  84. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Schoonover,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of 
operations  February  5. 

Hdqes.  Eleventh  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

February  12, 1865. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  circular  from  superior  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  action 
of  the  5th  instant,  as  follows: 

In  accordance  with  orders  received  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant,  the 
regiment  was  ready  to  move  at  7,  and  half  an  hour  later  took  up  the 
march,  with  the  brigade,  to  the  left.  Arriving  at  the  Tucker  house, 
on  the  right  of  the  Vaughan  road,  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  was 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  to  the  front,  connecting  with 
the  skirmish  line  of  the  Second  Division  on  the  left,  and  that  of  the 
One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  right.  This 
portion  of  the  regiifteut,  except  fifty  men  under  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Bosetter,  was  relieved  during  the  afternoon  by  the  pickets  of  the  First 
Division.  In  the  meantime  the  left  wing  was  employed  in  throwing  up 
a  breast-work  ou  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Tucker  house. 
About  4  p.  m.  the  regiment  was  taken  to  the  rear  and  halted,  with  the 
brigade,  near  the  Tucker  house,  where  it  remained  a  short  time,  when 
it  was  again  put  in  motion.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this  move- 
ment firing  was  heard  in  the  front,  and,  by  order,  I  went  into  line  double- 
quick  along  the  works,  my  right  joining  General  Ramsey's  left  and  my 
left  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts.  About  this  time  the  skirmishers 
began  to  come  in,  many  belonging  to  the  Second  Division  crossing  the 
works  on  my  front.  When  Lieutenant  Rosetter,  with  his  men,  was 
crossing  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  works  the  enemy  opened  a  vig- 
orous fire  upon  his  line  with  a  battery  posted  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the 
Thompson  house.  Shortly  after  the  enemy  commenced  firing  over  the 
works  from  the  thick  woods  in  front  of  my  left. 

During  the  action  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  advance  across  the 
open  field  in  my  front,  but  kept  up  a  steady  and  scattering  fire  from 
the  ravine.  At  no  time  did  I  find  it  necessary  to  fire  a  volley,  but  kept 
up  a  steady  fire  by  file.  This  fire  was  continued  until  nearly  8  o'clock, 
when  pickets  were  thrown  out. 

I  never  saw  the  regiment  steadier  than  on  this  occasion ;  the  fire  was 
very  deliberate. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers,  without  an  exception,  was  good. 

Loss,  1  man  killed  and  1  wounded. 

I  am,  cai>tain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  SCHOONOVER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  P.  Finkelmeier,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  85. 


Report  of  Capt.  Charles  F.   Gage,  Eleventh  New   Jersey  Infantry,  oj 

operations  March  23. 
Camp  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

March  27, 1865. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  the  regiment  during  the  action  of  the  25th  instant: 

We  filed  in  the  woods  beyond  the  picket-liue  about  9  a.  m.,  and  Com- 
panies B  and  E  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  under  command  of  Cap- 
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tain  Moorhous,  and  were  moved  forward  toward  the  enemy's  rifle-pits- 
Tlie  regiment  followed  by  the  flank  until  near  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
when  the  line  was  formed  for  a  charge.    Companies  A,  D,  and  F  were 

■H\Wy*^  "P?.".*l'«  left  of  the  skirmish  line  to  form  a  connection 
with  the  Second  Divisiou.  Soon  after  these  preparations  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twentieth  New  York  was  formed  upon  our  right,  and  the  order 
to  move  forward  was  given  by  Colonel  Schoonover,  and  the  enemy's 
picket-hne  was  captured,  scarcely  a  man  making  his  escape.  During 
the  charge  the  regiment  was  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  also  from  their  works  about  400  yards  in  rear.  About  3  p  m 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  a  force  upon  our  left  flank,  at  the  point 
where  the  skirmish  line  connected  with  the  captured  pits,  and  forced 
us  back.  In  consequence  of  the  destructive  fire  from  their  batteries 
we  were  unable  to  rally  until  we  arrived  at  our  old  line  of  picket-posts. 
Alter  the  rally  we  moved  forward  to  the  enemy's  pits  and  again  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  possession  of  them,  and  men  were  placed  in  all  the 
pits.  The  skirmish  line  was  formed  as  before,  connecting  with  the  cap- 
tured pits.  About  4  p.  m.  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  formed  on  our 
left,  and  were  deployed  to  connect  with  the  Second  Division.  About  5 
p.  m.  General  Smyth  captured  the  pits  in  his  front,  and  the  regiment 
was  moved  forward  to  keep  up  the  connection.  I  was  then  sent  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Eivers  with  a  message,  and  while  delivering  it  the 
enemy  again  attacked  the  line  in  nearly  the  same  manner  as  before, 
but  with  a  larger  force,  and  again  obtained  possession  of  it.  Tlie  regi- 
ment was  reformed  at  the  picket-line,  and  was  not  again  advanced.  We 
remained  on  the  line  until  1  a.  m.  r26th],  when  we  were  relieved  by  the 
Eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  The  company  on  the  left  of  regiment 
which  was  not  struck  remained  at  their  posts  until  the  Eleventh  Mas- 
sachusetts came  in. 

The  loss  during  the  day— 2  killed,  9  wounded,  41  missing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  F.  GAGE, 
Captain  Company  E,  Acting  Major  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Vols. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Schoonovee, 

Commanding  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


No.  86. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Abram  L.  Lockwood,  One  hundred  and  twentieth 
Neio  York  Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headquarters  120th  New  York  Volunteers, 

February  13,  I860. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  operations  of  the  5th,  6th,  and 
7th  instant: 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  this  command  was  formed  on  its 
color  line  at  7  a.  m.  February  5,  in  heavy  marching  order,  with  four 
days'  rations.  It  was  then  marched,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the 
left,  about  three  miles,  where  a  line  of  battle  was  formed,  running  east 
and  west.  At  12.30  p.  m.  orders  were  received  to  throw  up  a  line  of 
works.  The  line  was  almost  complet«d  wheu  orders  were  received  to 
withdraw  from  these  works  and  mass  near  the  Tucker  house,  being 
relieved  by  troops  of  General  Ramsey's  brigade  about  4  p.  m.    We 
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were  then  ordered  into  line  again  farther  to  the  left,  connecting  with  the 
Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers  on  our  right.  While  I  was  engaged  in 
getting  my  regiment  formed,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  made 
known  by  rapid  skirmishing  for  a  few  moments,  and  the  falling  back  of 
the  picket-line  in  our  front.  Before  I  got  my  regiment  into  position 
fairly  the  firing  from  the  enemy  became  very  severe,  advancing  through 
the  woods  with  a  yell,  apparently  making  a  desperate  charge  to  break 
through  our  hastily  formed  line.  I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment 
to  open  fire,  which  they  did,  pouring  into  the  enemy  so  destructive  a  fire 
that  they  were  driven  back.  Two  distinct  advances  were  afterward 
made  by  tlie  enemy,  apparently  in  heavy  force,  but  they  were  both 
times  repelled,  and  with  considerable  loss,  as  was  afterward  ascertained 
by  the  number  of  dead  left  on  the  ground  and  buried  in  our  front.  A 
fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  until  dark,  but  was  not  returned  with  as 
much  vigor  as  it  would  have  been  had  a  good  supply  of  ammunition 
been  at  hand.  After  dark  a  picket  was  thrown  out,  and  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from  our  front.  The  command 
was  kept  at  work  all  night  strengthening  the  line  of  works. 

Both  officers  and  men  of  the  command  behaved  with  great  coolness 
and  bravery,  and  where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  make  parti- 
cular mention  of  any  one  person.  Chaplain  H.  Hopkins,  of  this  regi- 
ment, deserves  particular  mention,  however,  he  being  in  the  line  with 
a  musket  and  fighting  bravely  side  by  side  with  the  men,  and  by  his 
coolness  and  bravery  exerted  a  good  influence  over  them. 

Our  loss  was  trifling— only  two  men  wounded — owing  to  the  protec- 
tion afforded  by  a  low,  hastily  thrown  up  line  of  works,  behind  which 
the  command  was  partially  sheltered. 

On  the  6th  instant  a  new  line  was  laid  out,  and  the  men  were  engaged 
during  the  6th  and  7th  in  building  the  new  works. 

This  command  suffered  severely  from  exposure  to  rain  and  cold,  and 
the  number  of  sick  is  increasing  rapidly. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  L.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  J.  P.  FiNKELMEIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  87. 


Report  of  Maj.  Walter  F.  Scott,  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Netc  Yorle 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquartees  120th  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  27,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy,  March 
25, 1805 : 

About  11  a.  m.  of  the  25th  instant  I  was  ordered  by  the  brevet  brig- 
adier-general commanding  to  report  to  you  with  my  regiment,  and 
pursuant  to  orders  received  from  you  I  formed  my  regiment  in  line  of 
battle,  my  left  joining  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  my  right 
resting  near  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  front  of  the  Armstrong  house. 
I  was  ordered  to  advance  steadily  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and,  upon 
reapching  there,  dash  forward  and  capture  and  hold  the  enemy's  picket- 
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line,  conforming  my  movements  with  those  of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey 
Volunteers.  We  charged  across  an  open  field,  about  300  yards,  carried 
the  enemy's  line,  capturing  2  commissioned  oflBcers  and  about  40  en- 
listed men.  We  held  the  line  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  sent 
a  force  on  our  left  through  a  ravine  which  entirely  concealed  them 
until  they  were  within  a  few  yards  of  our  line;  they  dashed  upon  us, 
driving  us  from  the  line.  I  immediately  reformed  my  regiment  and 
charg^  the  line  the  second  time,  driving  the  enemy  from  it  and  captur- 
ing about  twenty  prisoners,  and  held  the  line  until  about  5  p.  m.  The 
enemy  again  massed  a  strong  force  on  our  left,  and  charged  our  left, 
driving  a  portion  of  my  regiment  away  from  their  pits,  and  moved  by 
the  flank  along  our  line  toward  our  right,  driving  our  men  away  pit  by 
pit.  I  reformed  my  regiment  in  the  woods,  when  the  Seventh  New 
Jersey  Volunteers  came  up  in  line  of  battle  and  took  up  a  line  in  the 
woods  about  fifty  yards  in  my  front.  I  reported  to  brigade  headquar- 
ters, and  was  ordered  to  remain  where  I  was  until  further  orders. 

At  1  a.  m.  March  26  I  received  orders  to  return  to  our  original  camp. 

During  the  day  our  loss  was,  6  killed,  32  wounded,  and  4G  missing. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

WALTER  F.  SCOTT, 
Major,  Commanding  120th  New  York  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  ScHOONOVER, 

Commanding  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


No.  88. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Hazard,  First  Rhode  Island  Light 
Artillery,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7 
and  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Aktilleby  Bkigade,  Second  Army  Corps, 

February  12, 1865. 

Major:  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  headquarters  of 
the  corps,  February  4,  1805,  three  batteries  of  this  brigade  were 
got  in  readiness  to  move.  Cn  the  evening  of  the  4th  I  was  informed 
that  only  two  batteries  would  go,  and  designated  Battery  K,  Fourth 
U.  S.  Artillery,  Brevet  Captain  Roder  commanding,  with  a  section 
of  Battery  B,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  attached,  and  the  Tenth 
Massachusetts  Battery,  First  Lieut.  J.  Webb  Adams  commandmg. 
Captain  Roder  was  directed  to  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 
commanding  Third  Division,  at  G.30  a.  m.  February  5,  and  Lieutenant 
Adams  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division,  at 
the  same  hour.  Capt.  A.  J.  Clark,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  was  left 
in  command  of  the  batteries  on  the  First  Division  line.  The  batteries 
moved  with  the  troops  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Vauglian  road  toward  Hatch- 
er's run  When  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Tiiird  Division  carried  the 
ford  at  the  run,  one  section  of  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  was 
put  in  position  to  cover  the  ford  of  the  Third  Division,  and  another  to 
protect  the  flank,  and  remained  there  during  the  day.  When  General 
Smyth's  division  moved  toward  Armstrong's  Mill  ford  it  was  followed 
by  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery.  One  section  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion near  the  Armstrong  lionse,  covering  the  ford  and  another  com- 
manding the  Duncan  road.    The  remaining  section,  under  command  of 
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Lieutenant  Day,  was,  at  a  later  hour,  put  in  position  in  rear  of  the  Tucker 
house.  At  about  5.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  our  forces  on  the  right 
of  the  Duncan  road;  the  section  of  Adams'  battery,  placed  to  cover  the 
ford,  commenced  firing  to  the  rear.  At  the  point  Avhere  McAllister's 
brigade  was  connecting  with  the  Third  Division  the  enemy  forced  our 
troops  back  at  one  time,  but,  with  the  assistance  of  a  vigorous  shelling 
from  two  sections  of  Adams'  battery,  which  had  been  brought  to  bear 
on  this  point,  the  enemy  were  driven  back.  During  the  attack  on  Gen- 
eral McAllister's  brigade  the  four  guns  of  Adams'  battery  were  enabled 
to  render  good  service,  as  their  fire  enfiladed  the  advancing  line  of  the 
enemy  completely.  The  assault  was  successfully  repulsed,  and  on 
examination  of  the  ground  showed  that  the  artillery  fire  had  been  very 
destructive. 

No  casualties  occurred  during  this  engagement,  and  only  one  horse 
was  killed. 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  Smith's  section  of  Roder's  battery  was 
sent  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Armstrong  house,  and  the  rest  of 
Koder's  battery  moved  back  from  the  Vaughan-road  ford  at  the  time 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Third  Division,  and  were  placed  in  reserve 
near  the  Gummings  house. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  the  Fifth  Gorps  was  engaged  and  had  returned 
from  Dabney's  Mill,  Smith's  section,  from  its  position  near  the  Arm- 
strong house,  and  a  section  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  near 
the  same  house,  kept  up  a  vigorous  fire  on  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
opposite  the  Armstrong-Mill  ford.  Nothing  worthy  of  remark  occurred 
until  the  afternoon  of  February  7,  when  Smith's  section  again  opened 
fire  on  the  woods  in  front  of  the  advancing  line  of  the  Fifth  Gorps,  and 
continued  to  fire  until  our  troops  advanced  so  far  as  to  render  it  dan- 
gerous to  them. 

The  batteries  remained  in  their  positions  until  the  11th  instant,  when 
they  were  disposed  on  the  new  intrenched  line  now  held  by  the  corps. 

The  casualties  during  the  three  days  were,  3  horses  killed,  1  horse 
wounded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  G.  HAZARD, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Septimus  Garncross, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps. 


Hdqes.  Artillery  Brigade,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  command  in  the  operations  of  the  25th  instant: 

At  about  6  a.  m.  the  command  was  ordered  to  harness  up  and  hitch 
in.  Battery  F,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  was  moved  from  its  camp 
and  parked  near  Third  Division  headquarters  at  12  o'clock.  Battery  B, 
First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  and  B,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  were 
parked  in  rear  of  Battery  F,  in  anticipation  of  being  placed  in  position 
at  the  Watkins  house.  At  5  p.  m.  one  section  of  Roder's  battery  was 
placed  in  position  on  the  right  of  Miles'  division,  to  protect  his  flank  in 
case  of  an  attack  at  that  point.  At  5  30  p.  m.  the  other  section  of  the 
battery  was  placed  in  position  at  the  Skinner  house,  and  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy  in  the  woods  with  solid  shot,  expending  thirty -three  rounds. 
The  two  sections  of  the  battery  remained  in  position  until  after  dark, 
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when  they  were  withdrawn  by  order  of  Major  General  Miles,  and  took 
up  their  old  position  in  Battery  A.  During  the  day  the  Tenth  Massa- 
chusetts, B,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  Eleventh  New  York,  and  First 
New  Hamsphire  fired  on  the  enemy's  position  from  their  respective 
works,  but  the  distance  being  so  great  it  is  doubtful  if  they  rendered 
any  material  assistance.  During  the  attack  upon  General  Miles,  Bat- 
tery E,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  by  order  of 
Major-General  Griffin,  I  placed  one  section  in  position  near  the  ene- 
my's old  work  in  rear  of  the  Skinner  house,  to  right  of  Eoder's  battery. 
On  account  of  its  being  a  three-inch  battery  I  considered  it  would  be 
of  little  or  no  use  in  firing  over  the  heads  of  our  troops.  After  firing  a 
few  rounds  I  ordered  it  to  the  rear.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
the  batteries  of  the  command  were  ordered  to  their  former  positions. 

There  were  no  casualties  nor  loss  of  material. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended : 


Command. 

o 

•g 

3 

"o 

CO 

33 
8 

i 

% 

ja 

i. 

n 

ee 

1 

o 
W 

it 

at 

1' 

a 

f 

Batten- K,  4th  U.  S.  Artillery 

28 

8 

Batterv  13  lat  New  Jeraev  ArtiUerr           .         

8 
12 

42 

10th  Maiaachnaelta  Batterv                                             ..  .. 

77 
20 

Bfttterv  M  Ist  New  Hamuahire  Art-illerv 

27 

80 

Total             ..                            

41 

28 

8  1       B2 

97 

27 

80 

Very  respecifally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  HAZARD, 
Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  Col.  Chables  A.  Whittiek, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps. 

(Copy  to  Bvt.  Maj.  John  N.  Craig,  Assistant  adjutant-general,  artil- 
lery headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac.) 


No.  89. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Capt.  John  W.  Roder,  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  8.  Artillery, 
of  operations  February  5-11. 

Heabquabtees  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  February  12, 1865. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headciuarters  Artil- 
lery Brigade,  Second  Corps,  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  participation  of  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S. 
Artillery,  in  the  recent  movement: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Artillery  Brigade,  Second 
Corps,  I  reported  with  my  battery  to  Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  com- 
manding Third  Division,  Second  Corps,  at  C.30  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th  instant;  was  directed  by  the  general  to  follow  the  division, 
which  would  take  the  Vaughan  road  and  march  in  the  direction  toward 
Hatcher's  Run.  Soon  after  we  had  started  1  was  requested  by  one  of 
General  Mott's  aides  to  send  one  section  to  the  front,  which  1  did,  send- 
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ing  the  riglit  section,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Smith.  I  after- 
ward found  it  in  position  in  a  small  field  near  Hatcher's  Eun.  I 
brought  the  rest  of  the  battery  in  the  same  field ;  remained  there  all 
day  without  firing  any.  Some  time  during  the  night  I  was  directed  by 
the  chief  of  artillery  to  detach  one  section,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Smith,  which  I  did  (you  will  find  his  report  inclosed  herewith),  and 
ordered  to  move  the  rest  of  the  guns  back  in  a  field  near  the  Gummings 
house.  Here  I  remained  from  the  6th  to  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  go  back  to  my  old  camp. 

I  have  no  losses  or  casualties  to  report  of  any  kind. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  EODER, 
First  Lieut.,  Fourth  U.  S.  Arty,,  Bvt.  Capt,  Comdg.  Battery  K. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Hazard, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Second  Corps. 


No.  90. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Edward  S.  Smith,  Fifteenth  Battery  Neio  Torh  Light 
Artillery,  commanding  section  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of 
operations  February  6-11. 

Headquartees  Battery  K,  Fotjbth  U.  S.  Artillery, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  February  12, 1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  section  after  having  been  detached  from  the  battery, 
on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant : 

I  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant  Bull  (inspector  of  artillery  of  the 
Artillery  Brigade,  Second  Corps)  to  the  Second  Division  line.  I  was 
then  directed  by  General  Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division,  Second 
Corps,  to  take  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  in  the  rear  and  left  of  the 
Armstrong  house.  Eemained  there  until  about  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  ordered  to  move  my  section  to  the  front  of  the  house  and  open 
as  quickly  as  possible  on  a  piece  Of  woods  through  which  the  enemy  were 
charging.  Fired  eighty-two roundsof  solid  shot,  spherical  case,  and  shell. 
Eemained  in  position  all  night.  On  Tuesday,  about  3  p.  m.,  was  again 
ordered  to  open  a  brisk  fire  into  the  woods  where  the  enemy  were  sup- 
posed to  be  massing  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Fifth  Corps ;  fired  twenty- 
six  rounds  of  solid  shot.  Eemained  in  position  until  the  morning  of  the 
11th  instant,  when  I  was  directed  by  Lieutenant  Deane,  aide-de-camp 
to  the  chief  of  artillery,  to  move  my  section  to  the  rear  and  right,  take 
position  on  the  Third  Division  line.  Eemained  there  about  five  hours, 
when  I  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant  Chase,  with  a  section  of  Battery  B, 
First  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  and  ordered  to  report  back  to  the  bat- 
tery. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  behaved  in  their  usual 
good  manner. 

I  have  no  losses  or  casualties  to  report,  with  the  exception  of  my  own 
horse  being  wounded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  SMITH, 
First  Lieutenant,  Fifteenth  New  York  Battery, 
Attached  to  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  ArtUlery. 
Bvt.  Capt.  John  W.  Eoder, 

Commanding  Battery  K,  Fourth  JJ.  S.  Artillery. 
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No.  91. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Gouverneur  E.  Warren,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  15, 1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  intrusted  to  me  in  the  late  movement.    My  instructions, 
received  on  the  4th  instant,  say: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  with  yonr  corps  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  7  o'clock  down  the  Halifax  road  to  Eowanty  Post-Office,  then  by  the  road 
direct  to  the  crossing  of  Kowauty  Creek,  at  W.  Perkins',  theuce  to  J.  Hargrave'g, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  taking  position  at  or  near  that 
point,  to  support  General  Gregg's  cav.alry.  General  Gregg  has  been  ordered  to  strike 
the  Boydton  plank  road  at  Diuwiddie  Court-House.  He  is  to  cudeavor  to  intercept 
and  capture  any  wagon  trains  carrying  su]>plies  from  Belfield,  and  to  take  advantage 
of  any  opportunity  of  inflicting  inj  ury  on  the  enemy. 

I  set  out,  as  directed,  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  5th.  My  divisions  were  in 
the  following  order :  First,  General  Ayres';  second.  General  Griffin's; 
third,  twelve  field  pieces  (with  eight  horses  to  each  piece  and  to  each 
caisson);  fourth,  General  Crawford's  division;  fifth,  train,  consisting  of 
half  my  ambulances,  fifty  wagons  of  infantry  ammunition,  and  fifty-six 
wagons  heavily  loaded  with  forage  and  ammunition  for  the  cavalry. 
We  took  four  days'  rations.  The  column  was  preceded  by  three  squad- 
rons of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  Saxon.  We 
reached  the  crossing  of  Rowanty  Creek,  at  W.  Perkins',  about  10  a.  m., 
and  found  the  place  defended  by  about  100  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  A 
squadron  of  cavalry,  dismounted,  was  unable  to  keep  down  their  fire 
so  as  to  cross,  and  General  Gwyn's  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  up. 
This  silenced  the  enemy's  tire,  and  a  crossing  was  made  by  swimming 
and  wading,  beside  a  few  on  the  ice. 

About  twenty-five  prisoners  were  taken.  This  was  about  11  a.  m. 
We  lost  eight  wounded,  among  whom  was  Maj.  D.  H.  Kent,  of  the 
Fourth  Delaware. 

The  stream  was  about  sixty  feet  wide,  and  could  not  be  forded  by 
men  or  horses,  but  trees  were  soon  cut  for  the  men  to  scramble  over. 
The  horses  were  able  to  cross  on  a  bridge  we  made  for  them  about  a 
quarter  to  1  p.  m.,  and  a  bridge  practicable  for  the  artillery  and  trains 
was  completed  about  3.45  p.  m.  The  column,  as  fast  as  it  crossed, 
moved  out  to  the  Vaughan  road  and  toward  Diuwiddie  Court-House, 
and  took  up  the  position  assigned  it,  by  the  orders  of  the  preceding  day, 
without  any  opposition.  We  communicated  with  General  Gregg's 
column  on  reaching  the  Yaughan  road,  and  learned  he  had  gone  on  to 
Dinwiddie  Court-House.  At  4.30  p.  m.  I  was  informed  by  Maj.  H.  E. 
Treraain,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Gregg,  that  he  had  reached  Din- 
widdie Court-House  and  was  on  his  way  back  to  the  Malone  crossing  of 
the  Eowanty  Creek,  where  he  should  bivouac  for  the -night.  Immedi- 
ately after  this  I  met  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  coming  down  the 
road  from  Dinwiddie  Court-House  toward  us,  and  the  meeting  was 
quite  unexpected  to  them  from  the  way  they  scampered  off,  and  to  me, 
as  I  had  supposed  General  Gregg  would  send  information  to  me  as 
soon  as  he  uncovered  the  road  leading  to  my  position.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  thus  picked  up  one  or  two  stragglers  and  caught  sight  of  our 
infantry;  this  was  all. 
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Being  in  frequent  communication  with  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  army  during  the  evening,  I,  at  9  p.  m.,  received  orders  to  move 
up  and  join  General  Humphreys  at  the  Vaughan  road  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Eun,  to  be  prepared  for  any  concentration  of  the  enemy  in 
the  morning.  This  gave  me  specific  instructions  about  the  posting  of 
my  divisions  and  of  General  Gregg's  cavalry,  which  was  ordered  up  to 
join  me  for  that  purpose.  I,  as  soon  as  practicable,  ordered  General 
Griffin's  division  in  motion,  but  the  relieving  of  pickets,  &c.,  made  it 
nearly  midnight  before  he  was  fairly  on  the  road.  My  train  all  fol- 
lowed him,  then  General  Ayres'  division  and  the  artillery,  and  then 
General  Crawford's  division. 

General  Gregg  reached  me  on  the  Vaughan  road  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  6th 
instant,  and  his  troops  filling  up  the  i-oad  which  my  instructions  required 
his  forage  train  to  return  by,  I  directed  it  to  follow  General  Crawford. 
The  cavalry  then  brought  up  the  rear,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  and 
punishing  him  severely  when  he  came  close  enough.  The  night  was 
very  cold  and  the  roads  were  frozen  hard  before  morning.  The  troops 
had  little  rest  and  no  sleep.  The  enemy's  cavalry  followed  General 
Gregg  up  the  Vaughan  road,  but  were  easily  repulsed  in  their  attempt 
to  crowd  us,  and  did  not  show  themselves  to  the  infantry  in  the  posi- 
tion I  placed  them,  according  to  previous  instructions.  At  8  a.  m.  I 
received  notification  to  feel  the  enemy  along  my  front,  and  fight  him  if 
outside  his  lines.  This  I  took  to  refer- to  the-enemy  in  front  of  General 
Humphreys'  troops,  where  the  fighting  had  been  the  evening  previous, 
and  at  which  point  the  enemy  were  expected  to  attack,  that  being  a 
part  of  my  front,  in  the  event  of  my  being  the  ranking  officer  present, 
which  I  thought  might  be  meant,  as  the  concentration  of  our  troops 
had  been  m^e  under  the  supposition  that  General  Humphreys  out- 
ranked me,  and  then  he  was  to  command  the  whole,  which  my  rank, 
when  known,  would  put  upon  me.  This  left  me  in  some  doubt,  and 
before  I  could  make  any  definite  arrangements  I  received  notice  from 
General  Humphreys  that  he  was  about  to  attack  the  enemy  if  outside 
his  works;  and  then  I  thought  it  best  to  await  the  result  of  his 
operations  and  hold  all  the  Fifth  Corps  and  cavalry  in  hand  to 
co-operate  with  him  if  needed.  I  sent  General  Win throp's  brigade,  of 
General  Ayres'  division,  to  hold  the  Vaughan  road  and  relieve  the  cav- 
alry. At  11  a.  m.  General  Humphreys  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
on  his  front  had  retired  to  his  intrenched  lines,  and  I  then  waited 
further  instructions  from  the  general  commanding  after  his  receiving 
this  information.  At  12.15  I  received  orders  to  make  a  reconnaissance 
south  and  west  of  Hatcher's  Run,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the 
enemy's  lines  in  that  direction ;  I  also  had  a  personal  interview  with 
the  general  commanding  at  my  headquarters;  consequently,  at  1.15  p. 
m.,  I  issued  instructions  to  General  Crawford  to  move  out  on  the 
Vaughan  road  to  where  it  turns  off  to  Dabney's  Mill,  and  then  follow 
up  that  road  toward  the  mill,  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  ascertain  the 
position  of  his  intrenched  lines  said  to  be  there;  also,  to  General  Ayres 
to  follow  General  Crawford  with  his  division,  taking  with  him  General 
Winthrop's  brigade,  then  with  the  cavalry  down  the  Vaughan  road. 
General  Gregg  was  directed  to  send  a  force  of  cavalry  and  drive  the 
enemy  down  the  Vaughan  road  across  Gravelly  Run,  and  also  to  watch 
the  left  flank  of  the  infantry  column  (composed  of  General  Crawford 
and  General  Ayres)  as  it  advanced. 

This  I  thought  the  cavalry  could  easily  do,  as  no  considerable  force 
of  the  enemy  had  been  reported  to  me  to  be  in  that  direction.    General 
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Griffin's  division  was  left  in  reserve  to  support  either  the  column  toward 
Dabney's  Mill  or  the  cavalry  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and  posted  where  the 
road  diverged.  General  Humphreys  informed  me  also  that  Wheaton's 
division,  4,500  strong,  at  the  Gummings  house,  was  available  as  support, 
as  well  as  General  De  Trobriand's  brigade,  2,500  strong.  My  orders 
were  obeyed  very  promptly.  General  Crawford  had  not  proceeded 
far  before  the  enemy's  intrenched  picket-line  was  encountered.  This 
was  soon  carried  by  General  Bragg's  brigade  of  his  division.  Having 
intrusted  the  direction  of  affairs  on  the  Vaughan  road  to  General  Gregg 
with  his  cavalry,  I  went  with  the  infantry  column  toward  Dabney's 
Mill.  We  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  when  heavy  firing 
began  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and  reports  came  that  General  Winthrop's 
brigade  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force  and  could  not  rejoin 
General  Ayres,  as  both  he  and  General  Gregg  had  all  they  could  do  to 
maintain  themselves  and  needed  assistance,  I  then  directed  General 
GriflBn  to  re-enforce  General  Wiuthrop  by  a  brigade  and  to  take  com- 
mand of  operations  on  the  Vaughan  road,  reserving  to  myself  General 
GriflSn's  Third  Brigade  (his  largest  and  best),  which  was  on  his  right, 
to  send  to  General  Ayres,  in  place  of  General  Winthrop's,  if  it  was 
needed  there.  Being  again  called  upon  by  General  Gregg  for  re-en- 
forcements, as  the  enemy  was  turning  his  left,  I  sent  over  to  order 
across  the  run  the  supports  from  General  Humphreys.  Having  made 
these,  arrangements,  I  went  along  with  the  movement  toward  Dabney's 
Mill,  to  which  place  General  Crawford  soon  drove  the  enemy.  Eallying 
there,  the  enemy  forced  back  General  Crawford's  left  somewhat,  when 
General  Ayres  was  sent  in  to  his  support  on  that  flank  with  his  two 
brigades.  The  enemy  was  again  driven  and  to  some  distance  beyond 
Dabney's  Mill.  The  tiring  continuing  now  to  be  constant  and  severe  I 
brought  up  the  Third  Brigade  of  General  Griffin's  division  in  close  sup- 
port, and  was  obliged  to  put  it  all  with  General  Ayres  to  hold  our  left. 
I  sent  then  also,  at  once,  for  at  least  a  brigade  of  General  Wheaton's 
division,  intending  to  order  the  whole  division  up  if  affairs  on  the 
Vaughan  road  would  permit.  TJntbrtunately,  however,  the  enemy  got 
up  re-enforcements  faster  than  I  could,  and  when  a  brigade  of  General 
Wlieaton's  division  was  nearing  the  scene  of  action  a  charge  was  made 
by  tlie  enemy  in  a  force  (according  to  the  Petersburg  Express  consisting 
of  three  divisions)  against  which  I  had  but  six  brigades  opposed. 

Our  line,  despite  all  the  exertions  of  the  prominent  oflficers  and  much 
good  conduct  among  those  in  the  ranks,  gave  way  and  fell  back  rap- 
idly, but  with  little  loss  after  the  movement  began ;  portions  of  the 
line  (continued  to  fire  as  it  retired,  and  General  Wheaton  got  his  brigade 
in  line,  and  with  it  a  portion  of  the  others  reformed,  so  that  the  enemy 
was  checked  before  our  old  lines  were  reached  by  us.  The  resistance 
the  enemy's  attack  met  on  the  Vaughan  road,  together  with  the  vigor 
of  our  attack  at  Dabney's  Mill,  drew  off  all  his  troops  to  the  latter 
place,  which  was  the  natnral  place  for  both  his  retiring  columns  to 
meet,  as  was  our  lines  at  the  run  for  our  two  columns  if  pressed  back. 
Could  the  true  state  of  the  case  have  been  ascertained  in  time,  so  as  to 
have  transferred  our  troops  on  the  Vaughan  road  to  the  enemy's  right 
flank  at  Dabney's  Mill,  we  should  have  driven  him  beyond  the  plank 
road  with  ease.  As  it  was,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  (see  General 
Lee's  report)  began  nearly  simultaneously  by  both  parties,  resulted  in 
the  enemy  being  repulsed  on  one  road  and  ourselves  upon  the  other, 
with  probably  nearly  equal  losses.  I  must  say  if  our  troops  had  all 
stood  as  firm  at  Dabney's  Mill  as  the  best  of  them  did,  that  I  had 
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enoagh  there  to  have  held  the  enemy  till  auy  amoant  of  re-enforce- 
ments could  have  arrived.  On  the  whole,  it  was  not  a  bad  fight  and  in. 
no  way  discouraged  me  in  my  willingness  to  try  the  same  thing  again 
with  the  same  men.  Nearly  all  the  operations  of  the  column  toward 
Dabney's  Mill  I  was  an  eye-witness  to,  and  can  speak  of  the  good  con- 
duct of  aU  those  officers  on  whom  I  have  heretofore  relied.  I,  however, 
refer  you  to  the  division  and  brigade  reports  for  specific  details.  The 
operations  on  the  Vaughan  road  were  completely  successful,  but  they 
required  and  took  up  a  very  considerable  force  that  I  expected  to  use 
on  the  other  road,  and  thus  rendered  us  too  weak  at  that  point, 
to  which  I  gave  my  personal  attention,  and  which,  from  the  relation 
of  our  forces,  was  the  important  one.  1  beg  to  refer  to  the  reports 
of  General  Gregg,  of  the  cavalry.  General  Griffin,  commanding  First 
Division,  and  General  Winthrop,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division.* 

The  moonlight  night  served  to  reform  the  brigades,  and  at  dawn 
of  the  7th  we  were  ready  for  whatever  might  be  ofiered  by  the 
enemy.  At  daylight  changes  in  the  brigades  were  begun  successively 
80  as  to  bring  all  of  each  division  together.  This  Avas  effected  by  10  a. 
m.;  and  the  enemy  having  made  no  demonstrations  I  ordered  General 
Crawford  to  move  out  from  our  right  near  Armstrong's  Mill  and  attack 
the  enemy.  This  was  promptly  done.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  found 
on  the  same  intrenched  lines  as  on  the  preceding  day,  but  in  stronger 
force.  General  Baxter's  brigade  drove  them  out.  General  Crawford 
having  reformed  his  men  I  sent  over  two  brigades  of  General  Wheaton's 
division  to  secure  his  flanks,  in  case  of  a  farther  advance,  which  he  was 
directed  to  make  just  before  sunset.  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  make 
more  extensive  operations  in  the  severe  storm  which  prevailed  all  day, 
having  instructions  not  to  do  so  without  I  was  confident  of  great 
advantages.  About  6  p.  m.  General  Crawford  again  advanced  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  to  his  line  near  Dabney's  Mill,  regaining  part  of 
the  battle-field  of  the  preceding  day  and  burying  those  killed  found 
there. 

During  the  night  I  withdrew  his  command  to  this  side  of  Hatcher's 
Run,  to  be  able  to  make  the  disposition  of  troops  contemplated  by  the 
commanding  general,  in  making  a  new  defensive  line.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  was  the  only  one  engaged  this  day  and  behaved  most 
creditably.  It  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  175  officers  and  men,  but 
drove  the  enemy  at  all  points  of  attack.  General  Wheaton's  division 
performed  very  arduous  service  and  underwent  severe  exposure  on 
this  day.  The  prompt  execution  of  orders  and  the  good  service  rend- 
ered by  the  brigade  of  General  Wheaton's  division,  engaged  on  the  6th, 
I  most  gratefully  acknowledge. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  deny  the  newspaper  correspondent's  state- 
ment that  this  brigade  fired  into  any  of  our  troops.  It  was  under  my 
eye  the  whole  time,  and  did  not  fire  except  upon  the  enemy.  I  would 
also  state  that  there  was  no  ammunition  wagon  abandoned  on  the  6th. 
I  wish  further  to  state  that  our  falling  back  from  Dabney's  Mill  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  was,  in  my  opinion,  unnecessary  and  was  against 
my  orders;  I  had  force  enough  to  have  held  on  longer.    The  enemy  did 

*  Griffin's  report  not  found.  On  February  16,  1865,  General  Griffin  transmitted  to 
corps  headquarters  the  reports  of  his  brigade  commanders,  -with  the  remark  that  he 
submitted  them  "  as  my  report  of  the  movements  of  the  troops  under  my  command 
daring  the  operations  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant." 
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not  flank  us  bat  came  square  in  front,  and  I  believe  we  can  do  belter 
next  time.    Our  losses  in  ttie  whole  movement  are  as  follows : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

s 

Command. 
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U 
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27 
21 
61 

n 
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13 
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o 
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248 
232 
629 
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57 

r 

First  Division 

4 

181 
186 

482 

1 

1 
1 

.40 
25 
86 

19 

18 
23 

267 

Second  Division 

i       4 

250 

Tliird  Division  .  - 

1          2 

652 

al50 

17  1 

40 

57 

Total 

....:       10 

100 

47 

866 

■J 

101 

60 

1,316 

1,376 

a  About. 

The  above  table  is  made  out  from  the  nominal  lists. 

1  beg  to  record  here  the  names  of  my  staff  officers  present  during 
the  operations,  all  of  whom  did  their  duty:  Bvt.  Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Bvt. Col. H. C.  Bankhead;  Lieut.  Col.  A. L. 
Thomas,  chief  quartermaster;  Bvt.  Maj.D.  L.  Smith,  chief  commissary; 
Surg.  T.  Kush  Spencer,  medical  director;  Asst.  Surg.  C.  K.  Winne, 
medical  inspector;  Capts.  E.  B.  Cope  and  James  W.  Wadsworth,  aides- 
de-camp  ;  Capts.  Gordon  Winslow,  jr.,  sind  H.  S.  Melcher,  acting  aides- 
de-camp. 

Colonel  Bankhead,  inspector-general,  was  wounded,  and  Captain 
Melcher  had  his  horse  killed.    Majors  Pease,  Sanders,  Mason,  and  Eos- 
encrantz,  oflBcers  of  General  Meade's  staff,  also  aided  me  in  their  duties 
most  creditably.    Major  Pease's  horse  was  shot  under  him.   ■ 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers. 

Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomav. 


ADDENDA.. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  9, 1865. 

Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  the  corps  during  the  late  movement  on  Hatcher's  Eun,  commencing 
February  5, 1865,  so  far  as  they  came  under  my  observation : 

We  marched  from  oui-  old  camp  between  the  Halifax  road  and  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road  at  7  a.  m.  February  5,  taking  the  Halifax  road, 
via  Eowanty  Post-OflSce,  to  the  crossing  of  Eowanty  Creek.  The  Sixth 
Ohio  Cavalry  had  the  advance  of  the  column.  At  the  creek  we  found 
the  bridge  destroyed,  the  stream  deep  and  unfordable,  and  the  orossmg 
disputed  by  a  small  force  of  the  enemy,  who  were  protected  by  a  strong 
rifle-pit  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  cavalry,  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
dismounted,  and  subsequently  Gwyn's  brigade,  of  the  Second  Division, 
were  sent  forward,  effected  a  crossing,  drove  the  enemy  away,  captur- 
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ing  twenty-three  prisoners.  This  brigade  pushed  forward  about  half  a 
mile  aud  threw  out  a  strong  picket,  while  the  bridges  across  the  creek 
were  being  constructed  under  the  personal  superintendence  of  the. 
major-general  commanding.  The  bridges  were  completed  about  4 
p.  m.,  when  the  whole  command  crossed  and  proceeded  to  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  Vauglian  road  with  the  Quaker  road.  Captain  Cope,  aide- 
de-camp,  was  directed  to  go  forward  on  the  road  toward  Dinwiddie 
Court-House  and  effect  a  communication  with  General  Gregg's  cavalry. 
This  was  done.  Captain  Cope  meeting  an  ofBcer  from  General  Gregg, 
whom  the  latter  had  sent  for  the  purpose.  About  the  same  time  a  con- 
nection was  made  on  our  right  with  the  Second  Corps.  Griffin's  divis- 
ion was  sent  out  about  half  a  mile  on  the  above  road,  taking  position 
on  the  Chappell  farm.  Ayres'  division  was  posted  on  the  Quaker 
road,  while  Crawford's  division  was  stationed  on  the  Vaughan  road, 
the  trains  and  artillery  being  parked  near  him.  About  5  p.  m.  heavy 
firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Kun.  the  Second  Corps 
having  engaged  the  enemy  near  Armstrong's  Mill. 

About  9  p.  m.  orders  were  received  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  army  to  move  up  at  once  to  the  crossing  of  the  Vaughan  road 
over  Hatcher's  Euu.  The  command  was  put  in  motion,  Griffln,  with  the 
trains,  leading.  Ayres  followed  with  the  artillery,  Crawford  bringing 
up  the  rear,  and  soon  after  daylight,  February  G,  the  troops  and  trains 
arrived  at  the  point  designated.  The  infantry  were  placed  in  the  breast- 
works near  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  liun.  General  Gregg  with  his 
cavalry  was  directed  to  cover  the  Vaughan  road  as  far  as  the  crossing 
of  Gravelly  Kun.  Winthrop's  brigade,  of  Ayres'  division,  was  sent  to 
the  support  of  the  cavalry,  and  went  into  position  on  the  right  of  the 
Vaughan  road  near  the  Keys  house.  About  1.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  made 
his  appearance  in  considerable  force  on  our  left.  About  2  p.  m.  Craw- 
ford's division  was  advanced  up  the  Vaughan  road  in  the  direction  of 
Dabney's  Mill,  Bragg's  brigade  leading.  The  enemy  was  discovered  in 
rifle-pits  about  800  yards  in  front  of  our  breast- works.  A  sharp  picket- 
fire  was  delivered  by  the  enemy,  who  quickly  left  his  pits  and  retired 
to  his  own  rear.  General  Ayres,  with  two  brigades  of  his  division,  com- 
ing up  at  this  time  was  sent  to  support  Crawford.  About  3  p.  m.  I  was 
sent  by  your  orders  to  the  left  to  communicate  with  General  Gregg  on 
the  Vaughan  road.  I  found  him  on  the  left  of  the  road,  not  far  from 
the  Keys  house.  Our  troops  had  been  forced  back  by  the  enemy  for 
a  short  distance,  but  had  reformed  in  good  order,  and  at  the  time  1  was 
there  were  maintaining  their  ground  and  fighting  bravely.  General 
Gregg  told  me  that  he  had  called  on  General  Griffin  for  support,  and  on 
my  return  I  met  Krevet  Brigadier-General  Sickel  with  the  First  Bri- 
gade, First  Division,  marching  down  the  road  to  the  battle-field,  con- 
ducted by  an  officer  of  General  Gregg's  staff.  I  reported  the  condition 
of  affairs  on  the  left  to  Major-General  Meade,  and  immediately  after  to 
yourself  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  a  little  past  4  p.  m. 

You  left  me  in  the  open  field  just  east  of  the  wooded  crest  overlooking 
the  run,  with  instructions  to  remain  there  while  you  proceeded  to  the 
front.  Shortly  after  stragglers  began  to  break  to  the  rear  in  consider- 
able numbers.  I  deployed  the  provost  guard  of  the  corps  across  the 
field,  and  also  used  the  cavalry  escort  in  the  same  duty.  Perceiving  a 
mass  of  troops  with  colors  retiring  through  the  wood  to  the  left  of  the 
open,  I  rode  toward  them  to  see  who  they  were.  I  found  a  large  por- 
tion of  General  Gwyn's  (Third)  brigade,  Second  Division.  I  ordered 
them  to  halt  and  lorm.    General  Gwyn  coming  up  soon  after  said  his 
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brigade  had  broken  after  receiving  out  a  slight  fire  from  the  enemy. 
I  requested  him  to  form  his  brigade  and  advance  to  the  woods  in  front 
and  deploy  so  as  to  stop  the  men  from  falling  back.  I  discovered  many 
men  from  the  Maryland  brigade,  rallied  quite  a  number  of  them,  and 
asked  General  Gwyn  to  take  charge  of  them  along  •with  his  own  com- 
mand. I  then  sent  Captain  Melcher  with  a  dispatch  to  you  informing 
you  of  this  state  of  affairs  (hour,  5.15  j).  m.).  Gwyn's  brigade  advanced 
just  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  halted.  In  the  meantime  several 
hundred  men  from  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  had  fallen  back 
in  great  disorder,  their  officers  having  no  control  of  them  whatever. 
With  the  assistance  of  several  officers,  tliis  mass  of  men  was  halted 
and  faced  to  the  front.  Some  straggling  shots  coming  over,  these  men 
became  frightened  and  commenced  tiring  into  our  own  troops  who  were 
in  their  immediate  front.  Very  many  of  the  men  fired  almostperpendic- 
nlarly  into  the  air.  They  then  broke  and  ran  panic-stricken  to  the  rear. 
One  brigade  of  General  Wheaton's  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was  on 
the  ground  at  this  time,  but  their  presence  availed  nothing  toward 
stopping  the  flight  of  the  fugitives.  The  enemy  having  withdrawn 
from  our  left,  Winthrop's  brigade  was  ordered  up  about  dusk  and  went 
into  position  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  remained  there  during 
the  night.  The  troops  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  were  iJaced 
in  the  breast- works,  and  Crawford's  division,  which  had  retired  in  good 
order  from  the  field,  were  massed  in  rear  on  the  line  near  the  Vaughau 
road. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  General  Crawford  was  directed  to  relieve 
Winthrop's  brigade  and  push  out  toward  the  enemy's  works.  This  was 
done  in  a  heavy  storm  of  rain,  which  continued  nearly  all  day.  The 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  advanced  line  of  rifle-pits,  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  battle-field  of  the  preceding  day  regained,  affording  an 
opportunity  of  getting  in  our  wounded  from  the  field  and  burying  our 
dead.  In  this  movement  General  Crawford  was  supported  by  two 
brigades  of  General  Wheaton.  These  troops  remained  in  this  position 
all  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  were  withdrawn  to  the  north 
bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assktant  Adjutant-General. 


HEAByUAKTERS   FIFTH   AEMY   CORPS, 

March  — ,  186S. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
operations  of  the  Fifth  Corps  from  February  5  to  8, 18G5,  as  seen  by 

me: 

I  left  camp  near  Fort  Stevenson  on  the  5th  instant  at  (>  a.m.,  directed 
by  your  order  to  proceed  to  Billup's  rost-Office,  on  the  Halifax  road, 
with  the  advance  (one  regiment  of  cavalry  assigned  to  the  corps),  there 
to  take  the  right-hand  road  to  Eowanty  Creek.  We  found  this  road 
obstructed;  this  delayed  us  so  long  that  the  infantry  column  had  come 
up  when  we  arrived  at  the  stream.  Upon  the  south  bank  of  this  creek 
the  enemy  was  posted,  in  recently  constructed  works,  prepared  to  con- 
test the  crossing.    The  cavalry  dismounted  some  men,  formed  a  skir- 
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misli  liue,  and  attacked  at  ouce.  Gwyn's  brigade,  Second  Division, 
formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  to  the  bank  of  the  stream,  driving 
the  enemy  from  their  works.  Trees  wore  felled  to  facilitate  the  cross- 
ing, and  as  it  wa.s  found  impossible  to  ford,  a  temporary  bridge  was 
constructed  upon  felled  trees  for  the  cavalry.  Upon  this  they  crossed 
and  again  went  forward,  the  head  of  the  column  in  a  westerly  direction. 
They  reached  the  Vaughau  road  in  two  miles  and  proceeded  down  it  to 
(heat  Cat-tail  Creek.  Here  we  coninmuicated  with  Gregg's  cavalry,  by 
parties  sent  toward  us  for  that  purpose.  As  this  was  the  point  to  be 
reached,  the  troops  began  to  take  up  the  positions  assigned  to  them  in 
the  following  order:  The  fciecond  Division,  covering  the  Quaker  road 
and  roads  leading  north;  the  First  Division  went  into  position  near 
the  Hargrave  house,  co^  ering  the  Vaughan  road  and  roads  leading 
west;  the  Third  Division,  on  the  right  in  a  field  east  of  the  Vaughan 
house.  Communication  was  opened  with  the  Second  Corps,  and  about 
5  o'clock  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  that  direction.  As  soon  as  the 
proper  disposition  had  been  made  of  the  troops  you  established  your 
headquarters  at  the  crossing  of  the  \'aughan  and  Quaker  roads. 

About  10  p.  m.  you  sent  me  with  an  order  to  General  Gregg.  His 
command  was  about  five  miles  down  the  stream  at  the  next  crossing. 
I  reached  him  by  a  road  on  the  north  side  of  Rowan ty  Creek;  he  was 
then  ready  to  march .  I  came  back  with  an  ofQcer  of  his  staff  in  advance 
of  the  cavalry,  and  reached  you  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  6th.  The  troops  were 
then  moving  on  the  Vaughan  road  toward  the  crossing  at  Hatcher's 
Itun.  By  8  o'clock  all  the  infantry  were  massed  near  the  run,  some  of 
them  inside  of  the  rifle-pits  thrown  up  to  protect  the  crossing  by  troops 
of  the  Second  Corps.  The  cavalry  came  up  in  the  rear  and  went  into 
position,  covering  the  Vaughan  road  half  a  mile  from  the  crossing,  in 
a  large  field  near  the  Keys  house.  The  enemy  followed  them  up,  and 
Winthrop's  brigade  was  sent  to  their  support.  The  Third  Division 
crossed  Hatcher's  Run  and  massed  on  the  north  side.  From  the  south 
side  a  picket-line  was  thrown  out,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the 
Second  Corps  and  with  cavalry  on  the  left.  The  enemy's  pickets  were 
discovered  on  the  edge  of  timber  beyond  a  small  open  lot,  a  few  hun- 
dred paces  outside  of  the  works.  About  4  o'clock  you  sent  an  order  to 
General  Crawford  to  advance  to  Dabney's  Mill,  and  drive  the  enemy 
into  his  works.  I  went  with  him  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  order. 
A  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  the  open  ground  before  mentioned,  and 
advanced  by  an  old  wood  road,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  their  picket-, 
pits  and  pushing  them  rapidly  through  the  woods  and  beyond  Dabney's 
Mill.  Here  the  line  halted  and  engaged  the  enemy  until  the  necessary 
disposition  had  been  made.  The  Second  Division  came  up  and  went 
into  line  on  the  left  of  the  Third.  The  right  of  the  line  of  battle  rested 
in  a  field  near  the  Brouder  house,  covering  the  road  to  Armstrong's 
Mill.  About  5  o'clock  you  sent  me  from  this  part  of  the  field  with  an 
order  to  Cxeneral  Griffin  to  send  you  one  brigade  to  the  supi)ort  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Divisions,  to  take  his  best  brigade  to  the  large  open 
ground  to  the  support  of  Winthro]>'s  brigade,  and  to  take  command  at 
that  point.  He  was  on  the  field  when  I  reached  him,  and  had  already 
sent  for  one  brigade.  This  was  about  the  time  of  the  attack  on  the 
Second  and  Third  Divisions. 

On  my  return  I  saw  two  brigades  of  the  Sixth  Corps  halted  near  the 
ririe-pits,  apparently  awaiting  orders.  I  ascertained  that  they  were 
support  to  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  and  put  them  in  motion 
immediately-.    General  Wheaton  then  came  up.    I  pointed-  out  the  roaid 
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to  bim  and  joined  you  at  the  front.  I  \ra8  then  ordered  to  go  back  and 
hurry  them  up.  About  this  time  I  saw  a  number  of  men  giving  way 
and  running  to  the  rear,  and  amid  the  confusion  I  found  General 
Wheaton  endeavoring  to  form  a  line  of  battle  where  his  command  had 
reached,  which  was  200  yards  in  rear  of  where  the  troops  were  giving 
way,  but  the  men  became  panic-stricken  and  fled  as  if  by  common  con- 
sent, firing  into  their  officers  and  among  one  another  as  they  ran. 
General  Gwyn's  brigade  came  out  of  the  woods  en  masse  before  the 
action  was  over,  stating  that  they  were  out  of  ammunition.  A  part  of 
the  Third  Division  came  back,  slowly  and  in  comparative  order,  and 
succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy  in  the  woods.  This  gave  time  to 
form  a  line  of  battle  in  the  field  from  which  the  advance  was  made. 
The  enemy  did  not  seem  disposed  to  pnsli  farther  than  to  recover  the 
ground  lost  in  the  morning.  At  dark  all  became  quitt,  and  when  the 
troops  who  had  lost  their  formations  were  formed  in  their  respective 
regiments,  they  took  up  their  former  position  within  the  breast-works, 
the  Third  Division  camping  for  the  night  on  the  north  side  of  Hatcher's 
Run. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  you  sent  me  up  the  run  to  find  a 
position  for  a  battery  to  reply  to  the  enemy's  battery  at  Dabney's  Mill. 
I  found  a  good  position  near  Armstrong's  Mill,  and  a  battery  in  posi- 
tion at  the  Armstrong  house  belonging  to  General  Smyth's  division  of 
the  Second  Corps.  1  then  crossed  the  run  at  the  right  of  the  First 
Division  and  went  out  on  the  open  ground  in  front  of  the  works  to  the 
pickets.  From  no  indications  of  the  enemy  J  judged  they  had  with- 
drawn their  pickets  some  distance,  and  reported  it  to  you  on  my  return. 
About  12  o'clock  you  sent  me  with  an  order  to  General  Crawford  to 
take  his  command  across  Hatcher's  Eun  and  up  the  stream  to  near 
Armstrong's  Mill;  from  there  push  out  as  far  as  possible  toward  Dab- 
ney's Mill,  bury  his  dead  of  the  day  before,  and  see  what  was  going  on. 
The  order  was  carried  out  promptly.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  our 
expectations,  were  found  in  their  old  picket-line  and  were  driven  back 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile;  the  line  of  battle  was  advanced  as  far  as 
practicable  and  temporary  works  were  thrown  up,  the  right  of  the  line 
resting  on  Hatcher's  Run  above  the  mill-dam,  after  which  I  caiine  back 
and  reported  to  you.  Two  brigades  of  Wheaton's  division  had  been 
sent  to  support  the  Third  Division.  I  then  retui'ued  to  General  Craw- 
ford with  a  written  order  from  you  to  use  all  his  support  and  to  drive  the 
enemy  into  his  works  at  Dabney's  Mill.  I  went  from  there  to  General 
Smyth  (by  your  order)  to  ask  him  to  render  what  assistance  he  could 
with  his  artillery.  He  immediately  opened  a  battery  at  the  Armstrong 
house,  firing  toward  Dabney's  Mill.  General  Crawford  then  advanced 
and  tliove  the  enemy  to  their  works,  recoveringmostof  the  battle  field 
of  the  6th  and  burying  a  number  of  the  dead.  Firing  was  kept  up 
until  late  in  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  all  was 
quiet,  and  at  8  o'clock  General  Crawford's  command  was  withdrawn  by 
order  to  the  north  side  of  Hatcher's  Eun.  I  herewith  submit  map  show- 
ing the  country  marched  through,  position  of  troops,  &c. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  COPE, 
Captain  and  Aide-deCamp. 
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No.  92. 

Report  of  Surg,  T.  Rush  Spencer,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director,  of  oper- 
ations February  /i-April  30. 

Headquarters  B'ifth  Army  Corps, 

Medical  Direotob's  Office, 

April  30,  1865. 

Colonel : * 

On  the  5th  of  February  we  were  again  ordered  to  move  with  our  fly- 
ing hospital,  leaving  the  balance  of  the  hospital  train,  &c.,  behind.  On 
reaching  Rowanty  Creek  the  enemy  made  a  sharp  and  determined 
resistance  to  our  crossing.  We  had  some  fifteen  wounded.  These  were 
immediately  sent  back  to  our  hospital,  left  at  Parke's  Station.  Effect- 
ing a  crossing,  building  bridges,  &c.,  consumed  some  hours.  Evening 
found  us  at  the  Quaker  road,  down  which  we  marched  during  the  night 
(to  reach  Hatcher's  Run  early  in  the  morning),  after  a  day  and  a  night 
without  rest  to  officers  and  men. 

The  cold  was  tl»e  most  intense  encountered  in  any  movement  during 
the  wipter.  The  men  had  hardly  time  to  prepare  a  hasty  dish  of  coffee 
when  they  were  ordered  forward  to  attack  the  enemy,  with  varying 
fortune.  Night  left  much  of  the  field  of  battle  of  the  6tli  in  possession 
of  the  enemy.  So  prom])tly  and  so  thoroughly  had  the  wounded  been 
removed  from  the  field  that  when  recovered  next  morning  very  few 
were  found  to  have  been  left  uusuccored  or  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  hospitals  of  the  corps  were  promptly  estsiblished  at  the  Cummings 
house,  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  run.  Here  every  attention  was  ren- 
dered, the  medical  officers  never  resting  until  every  man  was  fed, 
dressed,  or  operated  on,  as  the  case  required,  and  loaded  into  the  ambu- 
lances. They  were  at  once  conveyed  to  the  railroad  at  Patrick's  Sta- 
tion, numbering  502. 

The  battle  of  the  7th,  a  brief  one,  resulted  favorably  to  our  arms. 
Promptly  the  wounded  were  again  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  untiring 
surgeons ;  again  and  again  the  field  and  woods  were  gleaned  by  the 
faithful  stretcher-bearers,  until  all  were  cared  for. 

Another  night  and  morning  of  unremitting  labor,  and  184  wounded 
were  on  their  way  to  the  depot  hospital. 

The  corps  went  into  camp  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  on  a  high,  dry, 
and  rolling  surface,  with  good  water  and  plenty  of  wood.  The  benefit 
of  the  improved  site  of  our  camps  was  immediately  visible  in  the 
prompt  disappearance  of  intermittent  and  kindred  diseases. 

The  hospitals  were  all  removed  from  Parke's  Station  and  each  placed 
in  the  more  immediate  vicinity  of  its  own  division.  They  soon  vied 
with  each  other  in  increased  comforts  for  their  sick  and  in  external 
ornamentation.  Again  a  period  of  rest,  under  favorable  sanitary  con- 
ditions, prepared  the  troops  for  that  short,  sharp,  and  decisive  campaign 
which  was  in  fact  to  finish,  not  only  the  great,  but  the  greatest  rebel- 
lion. During  this  period  of  rest  all  reports  were  brought  up,  property 
unfit  for  further  use,  or  in  excess,  turned  in,  and  all  deficiencies  sup- 
plied. The  ambulance  and  hospital  train  was  also  put  in  complete 
order  for  the  spring  campaign.  After  the  maximum  of  supplies  had 
been  laid  in,  an  order  reducing  the  transportation  left  no  alternative  to 
the  overburdened  wagons,  in  our  hurried  marches  over  the  worst  of 
roads,  but  to  abandon  more  or  less  of  the  supplies  deemed  necessary 

*For  portion  of  this  report  liere  omitted.  Bee  Vol.  XLII,  Parti,  p.  451. 
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to  the  emergencies  of  a  campaign.  Fortunately  the  reserve  supplies 
of  the  medical  department  came  so  promptly  to  supply  all  deficiencies 
that  never  for  a  day  was  there  auy  lack. 

The  field  hospitals  were  once  more  cleared,  the  flying  hospitals  sep- 
arated, the  ambulance  boxes  filled  with  their  battle  supplies,  when,  on 
the  morning  of  March  29,  we  once  more  took  up  our  line  of  march.  One- 
half  the  ambulances  and  the  flying  hospitals  accompanied  the  troops, 
the  balance  remaining  back  with  the  heavy  train.  Crossing  Kowauty 
Creek  along  the  stage  road  to  Quaker  road,  theuce  passing  along  the 
Quaker  road,  we  nearly  reached  the  Boydtou  plank  road  to  find  the 
enemy,  about  4  o'clock,  in  position.  Immediately  a  very  sharp  engage- 
ment ensued,  resulting  iu  driving  the  enemy  back  into  his  works. 

As  rapidly  as  possible  a  hospital  was  established  at  a  house  (name 
never  certainly  known,  but  said  to  be  called  Spain  house)  near  the 
Quaker  Church  on  Quaker  road.  For  the  first  and  only  time  the  battle 
supplies  of  the  ambulance  boxes  came  into  requisition.  Soon  the 
wounded  began  to  reach  the  hospitals,  operating  tables  were  extem- 
porized, and  regimental  supplies  of  dressings  were  seized  upon,  until 
the  restriction  against  bringing  any  wagons  across  Gravelly  Run  was 
removed  by  the  success  at  the  front.  The  engagement  was  shg,rp,  the 
wounded  numerous;  but  all  were  promptly  dressed  and  comfortably 
provided  for  in  the  several  hospitals.  By  7  a.  m.  the  wounded  were  on 
their  way  to  the  railroad  at  Humphreys'  Station,  over  roads  rendered 
almost  impassable  by  rain  and  travel.  The  following  day  was  occupied 
in  advancing  our  lines  and  constructing  defenses,  slight  skirmishing 
only  taking  place. 

On  31st  our  whole  corps  again  took  the  advance.  The  Second  and 
Third  Divisions,  driven  back,  being  supported  by  the  First  Division, 
soon  forced  the  enemy  to  retreat  with  considerable  loss.  During  the 
night  the  corps  was  massed  near  the  Boydton  plank  road,  and  its  Second 
Division  sent  to  the  support  of  General  Sheridan  toward  Dinwiddie 
Court-House.  The  other  divisions,  marching  by  another  road  converg- 
ing, brought  all  the  divisions  into  the  engagement  of  the  Five  Forks, 
where,  in  conjunction  with  General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  under  whose 
orders  we  had  been  placed,  a  most  decisive  battle  was  won,  resulting 
in  the  capture  of  many  guns  and  several  thousand  prisoners.  Our 
wounded,  though  considerable,  by  no  means  equaled  in  number  the  loss 
in  the  fight  of  the  Quaker  road. 

A  hospital  was  promptly  established  at  the  Methodist  Church  on  the 
White  Oak  road.  From  here  some  patients  were  sent  to  Humphreys' 
Station,  some  to  Quaker  Church  hospital.  Both  hospitals  were  promptly 
broken  up.  All  that  were  not  disposed  of  when  the  pursuit  of  Lee 
began  on  the  2d,  were  brought  forward  to  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the 
South  Side  Railroad.  Here  they  were  left  in- fourteen  hospital  tents, 
with  a  surgeon  and  all  necessary  supplies,  the  balance  of  the  hospital 
train,  and  the  ambulances  hastening  after  the  troops. 

Owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  march,  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and 
the  cutting  of  the  trains  by  troops,  much  anxiety  was  felt  lest  the  delays 
should  be  detrimental ;  but  on  the  5th,  at  Jetersville,  our  trains  all 
reached  us  and  remained  with  us. 

By  marches,  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  between  the  2d  and 
9th,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Appomattox  Court-House  to  find  the 
enemy  driving  General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  with  the  inteution,  as  we 
afterward  learned,  of  breaking  through  and  r  -^ntinuing  their  retreat. 
Right  promptly  General  Sheridan  put  our  Second  Division  into  line  on 
our  extreme  left,  nearest  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  while  in  person  he 
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superintended  the  advance  of  the  First  Division  and  the  artillery.  As 
the  skirmishers  advanced  they  rapidly  encountered  those  of  the  enemy, 
but  were  promptly  followed  by  the  line  of  battle.  As  they  rose  the 
crest  of  the  hill  overlooking  Appomattox  Court- House,  the  already 
demoralized  rebel  army  and  their  despairing  general  gave  up  all  hope 
and  fell  back  into  the  valley,  his  last  ditch,  and  speedily  sued  for  terms 
of  surrender.  By  3  o'clock  the  troops  were  in  camp,  and  we  had  gained 
a  bloodless  victory.  The  great  joy  of  the  men  seemed  to  save  them 
from  the  ill  effects  naturally  to  be  expected  from  such  unprecedented 
marching. 

From  the  9th  to  the  15th  we  remained  at  Appomattox  Gourt-House, 
receiving  the  surrendered  property  of  the  rebels,  viz,  157  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, 71  battle-flags,  17,00(>  stand  of  arms,  and  26,115  prisoners.  On 
the  15th  we  started  for  Nottoway  Court-House,  which  we  reached  on 
the  20th,  relieving  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  in  the  duty  of  guarding  the 
railroad  from  Burkeville  to  Sutherland's  Station.  For  the  remainder 
of  the  month  the  corps  continued  at  this  point;  the  usual  amount  of 
sickness,  presenting  no  peculiar  feature,  attended  our  stay. 

Inclosed  herewith  please  find  reports  of  surgeons-in-chief  of  divisions 
and  artillery  brigade,  as  well  as  of  the  medical  inspector  of  the  corps. 
To  these,  in  addition  to  the  daily,  weekly,  and  monthly  reports,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  for  the  detail  of  oi)erations. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  in  warm  terms  my 
appreciation  of  the  great  fidelity  and  ability  with  which  those  several 
oflicers  have  performed  their  respective  duties.  In  addition  to  these 
should  be  mentioned  with  especial  commendation  the  surgeons  in 
charge  of  the  several  division  hospitals,  viz,  Joseph  Thomas,  surgeon 
One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  charge  of 
First  Division  hospital;  H.  C.  Dean,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  New 
York,  in  charge  of  Second  Division  hospital;  H.  Strauss,  One  hun- 
dred and  fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  Third  Division 
hospital. 

With  rare  exceptions  the  medical  service  has  been  well  and  faith- 
fully performed. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EUSH  SPENCER, 
Surg.,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Lieut.  Col.  and  Med.  Director,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  A.  McParlin, 

Surg.  U.  S.  Army,  Col.  and  Med.  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  03. 

R^ort  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  Horatio  O.  SicTcel,  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs,  First  Beig.,  First  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
In  the  Field,  near  Hatcher's  Run  and  Vaughan  Road,  Va., 

February  13, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  circular  from  division  headquarters  of 
the  11th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  in  the  oper- 
ations of  the  army  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  the  present  month: 

Pursuant  to  orders  we  broke  camp  at  6.30  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant 
and  marched  west  to  the  Weldon  railroad,  then  south  on  the  Halifax 
road  about  three  miles,  then  southwest  to  a  point  on  Hatcher's  Bun, 
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when  the  column  crossed  and  was  halted  for  a  few  minutes  in  an  old 
earth-work  just  previously  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  We  were  again 
put  in  march,  heading  northwest,  on  a  road  leading  toward  Dinwiddie 
Court-House,  halting  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  plantation  belonging  to  Oliver 
Chappell,  where  we  remained  until  11  p.  ni.,  when  we  returned  by  the 
same  road  to  its  junction  with  the  Vaughan  road,  then  marched  north 
on  the  Vaughan  road  to  the  south  bank  of  Hatcher's  Run.  Upon 
arriving  at  this  point  we  were  directed  by  Major-General  Griffin  to 
occupy  the  earth-works  covering  the  crossing  of  that  stream,  in  which 
position  we  remained  until  about  3  p.  m.  of  the  6th  instant,  wlien  I  was 
ordered  by  Major-General  Griffin  to  report  with  the  First  Brigade  to 
General  Gregg,  commanding  cavalry  division,  on  the  left  of  our  lines, 
about  five-eighths  of  a  mile  south  on  the  Vaughan  road.  Upon  reach- 
ing the  field  occupied  by  the  cavalry  and  reporting  to  General  Gregg, 
I  found  General  Winthrop's  brigade,  of  the  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 
fiercely  engaging  the  enemy  upon  the  open  ground  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Vaughan  road.  I  was  directed  by  General  Gregg  to  support  Gen- 
eral Winthrop,  whose  line  at  the  time  was  being  pressed  by  a  vigorous 
assault  of  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  formed  my 
brigade  in  line  of  battle,  facing  west,  and  marched  forward  in  that 
order.  On  reaching  General  Winthrop's  line  his  troops  retired.  As  I 
am  informed  his  men  had  exhausted  their  ammunition.  I  at  once 
ordered  a  charge  upon  the  enemy's  line,  whose  numbers,  I  believe,  were 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  of  my  own.  This  was  executed  in  a  most 
gallant  style  and  with  great  steadiness,  both  officers  and  men  conducting 
themselves  in  a  manner  which  would  have  done  credit  to  the'best  vet- 
eran troops.  The  enemy  broke  at  the  first  volley  from  our  men  and  left 
the  field  in  great  disorder,  leaving  their  killed  and  wounded  in  our 
hands,  together  with  several  prisoners.  After  pursuing  them  for  some 
distance  my  line  was  halted,  in  consequence  of  the  troops  having 
exhausted  their  ammunition.  This  fact  was  communicated  to  Major- 
General  Griffin,  then  present,  who  directed  me  to  hold  the  ground  we 
then  occupied  and  to  throw  forward  a  strong  skirmish  line,  which  was 
promptly  done.  In  the  meantime  Major  Ashbrook  (ordnance  officer) 
issued  to  the  regiments  a  supply  of  ammunition. 

It  was  now  about  5.30  p.  m.  Eapid  firing  had  commenced  on  my  right 
and  to  the  rear,  when,  by  direction  of  General  Griffin,  my  line  was 
changed  to  face  northwest.  A  brigade  of  dismounted  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Knowles  (Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry), 
formed  on  my  left,  facing  west,  and  some  of  General  Winthrojj's  troops 
formed  on  my  right,  the  right  of  his  line  resting  on  the  Vaughan  road. 
At  dark  General  Winthrop  received  orders  to  withdraw  his  brigade  from 
the  position  it  was  then  holding  and  to  form  his  line  on  the  Vaughan  road, 
when  the  command  on  the  left  devolved  upon  me,  General  Gregg 
having  previously  turned  over  the  command  to  General  Winthrop.  At 
this  juncture  the  cavalry  also  withdrew  from  the  field,  excej)t  one  small 
company  on  our  extreme  left,  picketing  the  Vaughan  road,  which 
remained  on  duty  all  night.  Finding  my  troops  the  only  occupants  of 
the  field,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  establish  my  picket-line,  connecting  on 
the  right  with  General  Ayres'  pickets  at  a  point  on  the  Vaughan  road, 
and  on  the  left  with  General  Gregg's  cavalry.  I  then  took  up  a  new 
and  more  eligible  line  for  defensive  operations  and  remained  under 
arms  all  night.  Our  casualties  during  the  engagement  were  compara- 
tively small,  consisting  of  1  officer  and  3  enlisted  men  killed,  3  officers 
and  24  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  1  officer  and  4  enlisted  men  missing. 
The  enemy's  loss  was  much  greater. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  on  our  left 
in  considerable  force,  followed  by  a  skirmish-line  of  infantry,  which  for 
a  time  seemed  to  threaten  an  attack.  Sharp  firing  was  kept  up  between 
the  two  lines  of  skirmishers  for  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  in  which  two 
of  my  men  were  severely  wounded.  I  reported  these  facts  immediately 
to  Major-General  Griffin,  and,  by  his  direction,  to  General  Gregg,  who 
immediately  sent  to  the  left  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  a  battery  of 
artillery  was  also  sent  to  our  support.  About  7  a.  m.  a  heavy  rain  and 
hail  storm  set  in,  when  the  enemy  withdrew  to  cover  of  the  woods.  At 
11  a.  m.  my  brigade  was  relieved  by  General  Gregg's  cavalry,  and  by 
orders  from  General  Griffin  we  returned  and  reoccupied  the  works  we 
had  left  on  the  previous  day. 

Among  the  officers  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
engagement  I  am  happy  to  present  the  names  of  Col.  Edwin  S.  Jenney, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  llegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  Maj.  Edwin  A.  Glenn,  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  both  of  whom  displayed  great  coolness 
on  the  field  and  ability  in  the  management  of  their  troops.  Indeed, 
the  conduct  of  all  the  field  officers  was  nnexceptionably  good,  as  also  of 
the  line.  My  staff,  consisting  of  Capt.  Francis  B.  Jones,  brigade 
inspector,  Lieut.  Thomas  Mitchell,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Lieut.  Theodore  K.  Vogel,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  Amos  N.  Seitzinger, 
acting  pioneer  officer,  were  all  present  on  the  field  and  rendered  good 
service;  particularly  Captain  Jones,  who  displayed  upon  this,  as  upon 
former  occasions,  a  zeal,  ability,  and  gallantry  worthy  of  imitation,  and 
I  respectfully  submit  his  case  to  the  commanding  general  as  especially 
deserving  notice.  Among  those  missing  I  regret  the  loss  of  that  gal- 
lant and  efficient  officer,  Maj.  Robert  P.  Bush,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers.  He  was  lost  on  the  evening  of  the 
6th  instant,  while  establishing  the  pickets  a  short  distance  west  of  the 
Vaughan  road. 

I  am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  H.  G.  SICKBL, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  G.  M.  Laughlin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Division. 


No.  94. 


B^ort  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Fiest  Bei&ade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Near  Eatcher^s  Run,  Va.,  March  28, 1865. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  this  day  received,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  command  on  the  25th 

instant.  „     .  ,    ,  /^  n  xt. 

The  First  Brigade  moved  out  at  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.  (following  the 
Third  Brigade)  in  the  direction  of  Third  Division  headquarters.  Ke- 
maining  massed  in  that  vicinity  for  a  few  hours,  we  then  moved  to  our 
left  passed  the  line  of  works  occupied  by  the  Second  Division,  Second 
Corps,  and  massed  near  a  house,  known  as  Mrs.  Warren's.  Soon  after, 
we  moved  to  the  right  and  massed  in  rear  of  General  Miles'  division  ot 
the  Second  Corps.  At  about  3  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  return  to  the 
Warren  house  and  report  to  Major-General  Mott.  Arriving  there  1 
received  the  order  from  Major-General  Humphreys  to  move  directly  to 
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the  front.  I  moyed  by  the  right  flank  along  a  narrow  road  through 
the  slashing,  and  on  reaching  the  thin  belt  of  woods  in  front  of  which 
General  Mott's  line  was  formed  and  in  a  position  to  overlook  this  line, 
I  was  directed  by  General  Humphreys  to  halt.  In  this  position  I  re- 
mained for  about  two  hours,  during  which  there  was  some  skirmishing 
along  the  line,  with  some  artillery  firing  from  the  right  and  left  and 
from  a  battery  directly  in  our  front.  I  could  distinctly  see  the  men 
working  at  one  of  their  guns. 

At  about  dusk  there  was  very  heavy  firing  to  the  right  of  our  position, 
and  in  the  midst  of  this  an  advance  was  made  by  the  enemy  in  our 
front  with  great  vigor  and  boldness,  though  not  in  heavy  force.  Our 
skirmishers  were  driven  back  in  confusion,  and  the  enemy  were  close 
upon  the  main  line  and  advancing  with  spirit.  As  I  feared  they  might 
follow  up  their  attack  with  sufficient  force  to  break  through  the  main 
line,  I  immediately  ordered  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Sickel  to  form 
"forward  into  line"  at  a  double-quick  with  his  two  battalions  of  the 
One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  to  occupy 
the  edge  of  woods  close  in  rear  of  General  Mott's  line,  and  in  full  sight 
of  the  enemy,  which  was  promptly  done.  At  the  same  time  General 
Humphreys  requested  me  to  strengthen  General  Mott's  right,  which 
was  then  very  hard  pressed.  1  directed  Colonel  Sniper,  commanding  the 
One  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  to  move  up  rapidly 
to  the  front  line  and  occupy  the  space  between  General  Mott's  and 
General  Miles'  divisions,  which  he  did,  his  center  being  nearly  in  front 
of  the  Watkins  house. 

Simultaneously  with  these  movements  of  General  Sickel  and  Col- 
onel Sniper,  the  ti'oops  of  General  Mott  opened  a  vigorous  fire  on  the 
enemy's  advancing  line,  followed  by  a  gallant  charge,  in  which  the 
rebels  were  handsomely  repulsed,  with  considerable  loss  on  their  part 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

My  regiments  remained  in  the  position  last  indicated  until  9  p.  m., 
when  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  to  report  to  Major-General  GriflBn 
in  camp. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  as  follows :  Wounded,  2  privates 
One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  captures 
from  the  enemy,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  sergeant,  8  privates.  These 
were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  General  Mott's  division. 
The  lieutenant-colonel  (who  was  wounded)  stated  that  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  portion  of  the  attacking  party  in  Colonel  Sniper's  front, 
and  that  it  consisted  of  the  Forty-third,  Fifty-ninth,  and  Sixtieth  Ala- 
bama Begiments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  CHAMBEELAIN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  William  Fowleb, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


No.  95. 

Report  of  Col.  Allen  L.  Burr,  One  hundred  and  eighty-ninth  Netc  YorTc 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 
Captain  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  February  11, 1865,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  fol- 
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lowing  report  of  operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  late  engage- 
ments on  the  5th,  Cth,  and  7th  instant: 

Sunday,  February  5,  18C5,  broke  camp  near  Parke's  Station  and 
marched  to  the  left,  reaching  Hatcher's  Eun  about  11  a.  m.;  drawn  ia 
line  of  battle,  and  finally  crossed  the  run  and  halted  in  the  viciuity 
of  Dinwiddle  Court- House,  about  six  miles  from  Hatcher's  Eun.  Bri- 
gade placed  iu  line  of  battle,  its  right  resting  on  General  Ayres'  left, 
aud  our  left  resting  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  Our  pickets 
were  about  half  a  mile  in  advance.  We  were  ordered  back  at  10.30 
p.  m.,  and  marched  until  striking  the  Vaughan  road,  which  we  followed 
to  the  earth- works  of  the  Second  Corps,  near  Kettle  [Cat-tail?]  Creek. 

On  the  6th  instant  we  occupied  these  works,  relieving  the  Second 
Corps.  The  Third  Division  becoming  engaged  in  the  afternoon,  we 
were  ordered  to  follow  the  First  Brigade  to  the  scene  of  action  and 
support  of  cavalry  who  were  charging  the  enemy.  This  order  was 
countermanded,  and  an  order  given  to  follow  a  brigade  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  to  the  scene  of  action  on  the  left  of  Hatcher's  Enn.  We  formed 
in  line  of  battle  in  open  field  opposite  enemy's  breast- works,  where  a 
vigorous  fire  was  going  on.  A  portion  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  Craw- 
ford's division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  were  forced  back  and  we  were  ordered 
to  hold  them  in  check  until  they  M'ere  rallied.  This  was  done  until  our 
brigade  was  ordered  to  close  up  an  interval  on  the  left  flank,  and  in 
facing  to  the  left  to  obey  that  order,  the  disordered  mass  broke  through 
and  succeeded  iu  breaking  our  ranks.  We  agaiu  rallied  the  brigade 
and  forwarded  to  the  front,  driving  the  enemy  and  doing  good  execu- 
tion in  the  premises.  From  this  position  we  were  finally  ordered  back 
to  the  Yaughan  road  by  an  order  from  General  Meade.  The  brigade 
was  formed  anew  iu  works  and  remained  there  over  night. 

Tuesday,  the  7th  instant,  it  rained.  About  10  a.  m.  brigade  was 
ordered  to  the  field  occupied  the  previous  day  to  relieve  General  Win- 
throp's  and  to  do  picket  duty.  We  so  relieved  him,  forming  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle,  and  constructed  earth-works.  The  right  of  our  picket- 
lines  joined  General  Ayres  and  the  left  rested  on  the  Vaughan  road. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  musketry  in  front  of  our  lines  and  the  woods 
we  occupied  were  shelled  by  the  enemy  during  the  day.  We  were 
undisturbed  during  the  day,  and  remained  in  same  position  the  three 
following  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  L,  BUKE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  William  Fowler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 

fludorsemeiit.] 

Headquartebs  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  18, 1865. 

Respectfully  returned. 

The  major-general  commanding  believes  from  his  own  observation 
that  to  this  brigade  is  due  the  report  of  the  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 
firing  into  the  Fifth  Corps.  He  saw  them  fire  into,  or  more  properly 
over,  General  Ayres'  division  that  was  reforming,  and  also  into  the  bri- 
gade of  the  Sixth  Corps  in  their  front,  but  fortunately  at  so  great  an 
elevation  as  to  be  nearly  harmless.  The  men  fell  out  of  line  rapidly 
and  joined  the  fugitives  from  other  brigades  that  they  were  formed  to 
stop  *nd  give  cover  to  while  reforming.    The  newness  of  the  organizar 
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tion  is  the  best  excuse  that  can  be  giveu  for  such  conduct  and  demands 
the  most  earnest  efforts  of  its  officers  to  discipline  the  men  and  make 
them  more  steady  in  the  excitement  of  battle. 
By  commaud  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  96. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Edgar  M.  Gregory,  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brigade,  Fibst  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  28, 1865. 

Captain  :  Aceordiug  to  instructions  received  from  headquarters,  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th  I  moved  my  brigade  to  the  defenses  at  Hatch- 
ers Kun  and  occupied  the  same,  my  liues  extending  from  the  extreme 
left  of  the  works  to  tlie  Second  Corps;  we  so  occupied  the  works  until 
8  p.  m.,  when  one  brigade  of  the  Second  Corps  being  removed,  we 
extended  our  lines  so  as  to  fill  up  the  interval.  Nothing  of  import- 
ance transpired,  and  the  enemy  did  not  make  their  appearance.  We 
occupied  the  defenses  until  about  11  a.  m.  of  the  26th  instant,  when  we 
moved  back  to  our  camp,  according  to  instructions  from  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  GREGORY, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General. 
Capt.  William  Fowler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  97. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  Pearson,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  Feb 
ruary  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  13, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments and  operations  of  this  command  during  the  oth,  6th,  and  7th 
days  of  February,  1865 : 

In  obedience  to  orders  I  moved  from  camp  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  on 
Sunday,  February  5,  at  6.30  a.  m.,  passing  along  the  line  of  the  Weldon 
Railroad  in  the  direction  of  Reams'  Station.  Left  the  railroad  before 
reaching  that  point  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Dinwiddle  Court- 
House,  crossing  Rowanty  Creek  at  2  p.  m.,  and  halted  about  three  miles 
from  the  Court-House.  Placed  the  command  in  line  and  bivouacked. 
Threw  out  a  strong  i)icket  force  connecting  with  the  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  on  my  right  and  Third  Division  on  the  left.  At  11.30 
p.  m.  received  orders  to  withdraw  the  picket-line  and  to  move  back, 
covering  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  First  Division. 

Marched  until  daylight,  when  we  halted  near  Hatcher's  Run  and 
rested  until  10  a.  m.  (6th),  when,  by  orders  received  from  Brevet  Major- 
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General  Griffin,  commanding  First  Division,  moved  to  a  line  of  partially 
constructed  works  (thrown  up  by  the  enemy)  occupied  by  a  brigade  of 
the  Second  Coros.  Relieved  said  brigade  and  placed  my  command  in 
line  of  battle,  right  resting  at  Armstrong's  Mill  on  Hatcher's  Eun  and 
extending  along  the  line  of  works  to  within  fifty  yards  oi  the  Vaughan 
road.  Threw  out  a  strong  picket-line  in  my  front  and  built  a  good  line 
of  works.  Bemained  in  that  position  until  4.15  p.  m.,  when  I  received 
the  following  order : 

Febkuary  5  [6],  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Griffin  : 

I  ■want  to  take  your  right  brigade  from  tlie  line  further  to  the  right.  I  wish  you 
-would  have  the  commanding  officer  of  that  brigade  place  himself  there  on  the  right 
to  receive  a  call  from  me. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Majirr-General,  Commandiny. 

In  pursuance  of  said  order  and  by  direction  of  a  staff  officer  from 
Major-General  Warren,  I  moved  my  brigade  (through  the  line  of  works) 
by  the  flank  through  a  strip  of  woods.  The  enemy  at  this  time  opened 
on  us  with  a  battery  of  3-iucli  guns  on  my  right,  killing  and  Avonnding 
a  few  of  my  men.  Was  met  by  Major-General  Warren  who  ordered  me 
to  place  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  which  I  immediately  did,  my 
right  resting  in  rear  of  center  of  one  of  the  brigades  of  Third  Division  and 
extending  along  to  rear  of  a  brigade  of  Second  Division  and  in  follow- 
ing order :  Thirty-second  Massachusetts  (Colonel  Edmands) ;  One  hun- 
dred and  flfty-flfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (Capt.  J.  T.  Bell); 
Sixteenth  Michigan  (Brevet  Colonel  Partridge);  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (Brevet  Colonel  Herring);  Twen- 
tieth Maine  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilmore);  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Eogers);  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  (Captain  Donnell),  and  First  Michigan  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lockley).  Had  no  sooner  formed  than  I  received  orders  from  Major- 
General  Warren  (in  person)  to  double-quick  a  portion  of  brigade  to  the 
front  and  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Ayres,  whose  troops  were 
then  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Took  the  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Thirty- second  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, and  double-quicked  them  by  the  left  flank  to  the  front  and  quickly 
placed  them  on  the  left  of  a  brigade  of  Second  Division  near  Dabney's 
Mill,  where  they  immediately  became  fiercely  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  General  Ayres  I  brought  up  another  regiment  (Sixteenth 
Michigan)  and  placed  it  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  of  the  Second 
Division  spoken  of  above,  with  orders  to  the  commanding  officer 
(Colonel  Partridge)  to  hold  the  position  as  long  as  possible.  The 
brigade  on  my  right  having  broken,  I  proceeded  to  bring  up  the  rest  of 
the  brigade,  bat  was  met  by  a  flank  fire,  which  caused  the  troops  to 
falter  and  finally  to  fall  back.  At  the  same  time  the  Thirty-second  Massa- 
chusetts and  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were 
forced  to  fall  back  in  consequence  of  a  body  of  the  enemy's  troops 
attacking  them  on  their  left  and  also  from  a  severe  fire  from  their  rear, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  came  from  troops  of  the  Third  Division  of  Fifth 
Corps  and  a  mass  of  troops  (seemingly  without  officers)  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  who  had  become  partially  demoralized.  After  nmch  hard  labor 
and  exertion  the  brigade  was  again  nearly  reformed,  when  a  volley  from 
our  rear  (killing  and  wounding  many,  among  whom  was  Captain  Smith 
of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  killed)  caused  my  command  to  break. 
Fell  back  a  short  distance,  and  again  reformed  and  advanced  in  good 


272  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      fCHAr.  LVUi; 

order  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  again  became  engaged.  The  enemy 
having  retired  I  placed  the  brigade  in  a  new  and  more  favorable  posi- 
tion, forming  on  the  right  of  a  brigade  of  Sixth  Corps  which  was  being 
reorganized,  and  threw  out  the  First  Michigan  Volunteers  and  One 
hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  as  skirmishers, 
Remained  in  that  position  until  relieved  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Winthrop's  brigade  of  Second  Division,  when  (by  order  received  from 
General  Warren)  I  moved  back  to  and  occupied  my  old  position  near 
Hatcher's  Euii.    liemaiued  there  all  night  and  during  the  day  of  the  7th. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  and  gallant  bearing  of  the 
following-named  officers,  who  did  all  officers  could  to  insure  success, 
viz,  Col.  J.  Gushing  Edmands,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Cunningham,  Maj.  E. 
O.  Shepard  (wounded  and  taken  prisoner).  Thirty-second  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers;  Bvt.  Col.  Charles  P.  Herring,  One  liundred  and 
eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (wounded);  Bvt.  Col.  B.  F.  Par- 
tridge, Sixteenth  Michigiin  Veteran  Volunteers;  Adjutant  Laird,  Six- 
teenth Michigan  Veteran  Volunteers;  Capt.  John  T.  Bell,  commanding 
One  hundred  and  tifty-flfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  Capt.  George 
P.  McClelland,  One  hundred  and  fifty-flfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers; 
and  also  the  following-named  officers  acting  on  my  staff:  Capt.  E.  S. 
Farnsworth,  Thirty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutant-general;  Capt.  George  F.  Morgan,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
flfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  acting  brigade  inspector;  Lieut.  George 
W.  "Williams,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
acting  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  William  Griffin,  Twentieth  Maine  Volun- 
teers, acting  aide-de-camp.  I  would  also  make  especial  mention  of  Pri- 
vate Johu  Gottlieb  Heydlauff,  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Volun- 
teers, who  acted  as  coloi'-bearer  and  bugler  of  my  brigade,  and  who 
placed  himself  on  the  front  line,  and  by  constantly  sounding  the  bri- 
gade call  did  much  to  help  reorganize  the  troops  of  the  brigade.  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  that  a  gold  medal  be  granted  him  for  meri- 
torious conduct. 

Following  is  a  numerical  list  of  casualties  during  engagements :  Offi- 
cers— killed,  3;  wounded,  7;  missing,  1;  total,  11.  Enlisted  men — 
killed,  15;  wounded,  122;  missing,  30;  total,  167.    Aggregate,  178. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  L.  PEARSON, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  (J.  8.  Volunteers.^  Commanding. 

Capt.  Geokge  M,  Laughlin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fir8t  indorHomeut.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  18, 1865. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  major-general  commanding  witnessed  the  action  of  this  brigade 
nntil  the  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  came  up,  and  the  latter  did  not  fire 
into  Pearson's  brigade.  The  fire  complained  of  came  from  Colonel 
Burr's  brigade,  but  did  not  amount  to  much  in  effect.  This  part  of  the 
within  report  ought  to  be  corrected.  The  firing  from  the  rear  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  mass  of  fugitives  rushing  from  the  front  upon  the 
lines  formed  to  stop  them.  Their  fire  did  not  occasion  their  lines  to 
break  in  the  first  instance. 
By  coiBin»nd  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
--    -  Brevtt  €<Aonvl«md  Avsistimt  Adjn1mtt--<jtmcrai^.' 
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lS«coDd  indoraeioent.] 

Hdqks.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  S2, 1865. 
Respectfully  reforwarded. 

I  am  compelled,  after  mature  consideration,  to  return  my  report 
unaltered.  I  did  not  see  Colonel  Burr's  brigade  until  after  I  had  fallen 
back  to  the  open  field.  The  first  shots  that  were  fired  from  the  rear 
into  my  troops  came  from  the  Third  Division  and  when  my  men  were 
engaged  and  in  good  order  at  the  old  mill.  Colonel  Burr's  brigade  then 
could  not  have  been  within  800  yards  of  me.  After  I  had  fallen  back 
and  was  trying  to  reform,  I  rode  up  to  a  person,  whom  I  supposed  to  be 
an  officer,  wearing  a  Sixth  Corps  badge,  and  asked  him  to  stop  his  men 
and  make  them  cease  firing,  as  my  own  men  were  in  front.    He  replied : 

''  By  God,  you  do  not  command  this  regiment.    Colonel (I  have 

forgotten  the  name)  commands  here."    I  am  Avilling  to  withdraw  my 
entire  report. 

A.  L.  PEAESON, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


ISTo.  98. 


Report  of  Gapt.  George  E.  Abbott,  First  Battalion  Maive  Sharpshooters, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  First  Maine  Sharpshooters, 

March  28, 1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  brigade  headquarters  I 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  com- 
mand on  the  25th  instant : 

Left  camp  about  7  a.  m.  the  25th  instant,  in  light  marching  order, 
proceeded  to  brigade  headquarters,  and  there  joined  brigade;  marched 
thence  to  near  corps  headquarters;  remained  until  noon.  Then  took 
up  line  of  march  to  the  position  of  the  Second  Corps,  occupying  the 
breast-works  vacated  by  them.  About  G  p.  m,  moved  to  front;  formed 
line  of  battle  (constituting  the  third  in  number)  in  support  of  part  of 
First  Division.  Returned  to  camp  about  10  p.  m.  Was  not  engaged 
with  enemy,  consequently  no  casualties. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

*  GEO.  R.  ABBOTT, 

Captain,  Commanding  First  Maine  Sharpshooters. 

Capt.  E.  S.  Farnsworth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Jfo.  99. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  G.  Morrill,  Twentieth  Maine  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Maine  Volunteers, 

March  28,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  left  camp 
about  7  o'clock  Saturday  a.  m.,  March  25, 1865,  and  proceeded  toward 
the  right  of  the  army,  remaining  there  until  noon.    From  thence  pro- 
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ceeded  toward  thB  left  near  Hatcher's  Kuu,  acting  as  support  to  the 
Second  Corps  in  their  advance.  Remained  upon  the  field  in  their  sup- 
port during  the  engagement,  then  proceeded  to  camp,  which  was 
reached  about  11  p.  m.    Lost  one  man,  slightly  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  G.  MORRILL, 

JAeutenant-Coloiiel,  Commanding  Twentieth  Maine  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  E.  S.  Faknswokth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  10(». 


Report  of  Li«ut.  Col.  Jamex  A.  Cunningham,  Thirty-second  Massachusetts 
Infantrg,  of  operations  March  35. 

Udqrs.  Thirty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteees, 

March  28,  1863. 

Captain:  Iu  compliance  with  circular  from  Third  Brigade  head- 
quarters relating  to  the  operations  of  this  command  on  the  25th  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

In  obedience  to  orders  received,  the  command  was  put  under  arms  at 
7  a.m.  and  repaired  to  brigade  headquarters;  then  marched,  in  company 
with  brigade,  about  one  mile  down  the  railroad ;  remained  there  three 
hours,  an  d  returned-.  Marched  to  the  front  to  support  the  Second  Corps, 
but  was  not  actively  engaged,  and  no  casualties  occurred  in  the  com- 
mand, which  was  in  the  second  line  of  battle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  A.  CUNNINGHAM, 
LieiitenantCoIonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Ezra  S.  Farnsworth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  101. 


Report  of  Maj.   William  0.  Colt,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25, 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry, 

March  38, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  brigade  headquarters  of  this  date,  that  the  Sixteenth  Michigan 
Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers,  of  which  I  was  in  command  ui)on  the  25tl) 
instant,  left  camp  that  morning  immediately  upon  the  bugle  sounding 
the  assembly  at  brigade  headquarters,  and  was  the  second  regiment  to 
reach  the  appointed  place  of  assembly,  and  remained  with  the  brigade 
until  about  5  p.  m.,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  advance  upon  the 
left  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and 
relieve  a  portion  of  the  Second  Corps.  Upon  arriving  at  the  position 
directed  to  a  sharp  musketry  fire  was  encountered  from  the  front  and 
right,  which  was  replied  to  for  about  ten  minutes,  when  the  firing 
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ceased  on  that  portion  of  tbe  line.  Casualties  were  very  slight — one 
man  killed,  Private  Davis,  Company  D,  and  Lieutenant  Nellis,  Com- 
pany I,  slightly  wounded.  The  regiment  remained  in  this  position 
until  about  10  p.  m.,  when  orders  were  received  to  return  to  camp. 
Throughout  the  entire  day  the  officers  and  men  behaved  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WM.  O.  COLT, 
Major,  Vommanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  E.  S.  Farnsworth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjvtant-dencral,  Third  Brigade. 


Jio.  102. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Vol.  (Jiumnvey  1*.  Rogers,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania 
Tiifantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

liUyUS.  ElGHTY-TlIlHlJ    I'KNNSYLVANIA   VOLUNTEERS, 

March  28,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received,  I  moved  with  my  command  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant 
to  the  field  in  front  of  Third  Brigade  headquarters,  and  there  awaited 
orders.  At  9  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  follow  the  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  I  did  in  all  its 
l)eregrinations.  About  G  \).  m.,  from  near  the  Smith  house,  moved  out 
with  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to,  as  1  understood,  support  Gen- 
eral Miles'  division  of  the  Second  Corps.    After  arriving  in  rear  of 

lieneral  Miles'  line  I  was  requested  by  Colonel ,  commanding  a 

brigade  of  the  Second  Corps,  to  support  him,  which  I  did  in  a  desperate 
assault  on  the  dense  woods  in  our  front.  My  regiment  was  not  at  any 
time  during  the  day  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Two  enlisted  men, 
severely  wounded  by  random  shots,  was  the  only  loss  I  sustained. 
Shortly  before  midnight,  with  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  I  returned 
to  my  old  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  EOGEES, 
TAeutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 
Cai)t.  E.  S.  Earnsworth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


:So.  103. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Eli  G.  Sellers,  Kinety-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  2'i. 

Hdqrs.  Nin£ty-fir.st  Pennsylvania  Vktkran  Vols., 

March  28,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  foll6wing  operations  of  my 
command  on  the  25th  instant : 

Moved  from  camp  about  G.30  a.  m.;  halted  at  brigade  headquarters 
and  awaited  orders.  Marched  to  the  right  along  the  railroad  about  two 
miles  and  halted.  About  12  m.  moved  to  the  support  of  the  Second  Corps; 
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lay  in  reserve  outside  of  breast- works ;  moved  into  breast- works  about 
3  p.  m.  About  5  p.  m.  moved  out  in  front  of  breast- works  and  formed 
on  the  right  of  second  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  while  the  Second  Corps  was 
engaged.    About  9  p.  m.  returned  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  G.  SELLERS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  E.  S.  Farnsworth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  104. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  CNeill,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-7  and  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  118th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

February  12,  1865. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained   in  circular 
from  headquarters  Third  Brigade,  dated  February  11, 18G5, 1  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  command, 
together  with  the  casualties  of  the  5th,  6tli,  and  7th  instant: 

On  the  5th  left  camp  near  Petersburg  at  C.30  a.  m.;  marched  to  and 
crossed  a  small  stream  near  the  rebel  Dr.  Perkins'  farm;  continued 
the  march  until  5.30  p.  m.  and  bivouacked.  At  11.30  p.  m.  commenced 
falling  back  toward  Hatcher's  Run,  and,  crossing  Pebble  Run,  halted 
on  the  bank  of  Hatcher's  Run  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  At 
9  a.  m.  moved  into  position  and  formed  a  line,  the  right  resting  on 
Hatcher's  Run;  pickets  were  then  sent  forward  and  the  remainder  of 
the  command  employed  in  throwing  up  breast- works.  Remained  in  this 
position  until  4  p.  m.  when  we  advanced  to  meet  the  enemy  and  soon 
became  sharply  engaged.  Reached  a  hastily  constructed  line  of  works 
belonging  to  the  enemy  and  held  them  a  short  time.  The  troops  on 
our  right  falling  back  soon  caused  the  entire  line  to  waver  and  retreat. 
A  portion  of  the  regiment  was  rallied  and  advanced  as  skirmishers, 
and  remained  in  that  position  until  7.30  p.  m.,  when  they  were  relieved. 
Remained  on  the  night  of  the  Gth  and  the  whole  of  the  7th  in  the 
works  near  Hatcher's  Run,  performing  picket  and  fatigue  duty. 
Casualties  on  the  6th  instant.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

H.  O'NEILL, 
Brevet  Lmitenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  George  F.  Morgan, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad/jutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  118th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  28, 1865. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  circular  of 
present  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  7  a.  m.  26th  [25th]  instant 

*  Nominal  list,  omitted,  shews  1  officer  killed  and  2  officers  and  4  enlisted  men 
vonnded. 
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the  coiuiuand  was  placed  under  arms  and  moved  out  at  once.  Marched 
to  near  headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps;  there  halted  until  about  11  a. 
m.  Thenmarchedtofrontof  works  of  Second  Corps;  moved  from  point 
to  point  until  about  6  p.  m.,  when  this  command  advanced  with  a  part 
of  the  brigade  and  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Second  Corps  line  of  bat- 
tle, then  engaged.  Commenced  firing  as  soon  as  the  command  was 
halted  and  continued  it  at  intervals  until  dark.  Eemained  in  line  undis- 
turbed until  about  10  p.  m.  Were  then  withdrawn  from  the  front  and 
marched  to  camp,  arriving  there  at  12  p.  m. 
This  command  experienced  no  losses  in  the  operations  of  the  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  O'NEILL, 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  118th  Regiment  Fewasylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  E.  S.  Faensworth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  105. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen.  Romeyn  B.  Ayres,  II.  H.  Army,  commanding 
Second  Division,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headquaktees  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

FebrvMry  14,  1865. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  marched 
from  camp  ou  Sunday  morning,  5th  instant.  Eesistance  was  offered 
by  a  detachment  of  rebels  (who  had  destroyed  the  bridge)  at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Bowanty  (Hatcher's  JRun).  The  place  was  quickly  carried 
by  the  Third  Brigade,  and  a  portion  of  the  defenders  cajjtured.  The 
division  proceeded  and  took  uj)  a  position  on  the  Quaker  road.  Marched 
that  night  on  the  Vaughan  road  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The 
First  Brigade  was  sent  out  next  morning  along  the  road  to  support 
the  cavalry.  Later  I  received  an  order  to  sujjport  ihe  Third  Division 
in  a  reconnaissance  to  Dabney's  Mill.  I  sent  an  order  to  withdraw  the 
First  Brigade  in  time  for  it  to  take  its  place  in  the  column,  but  the 
enemy  having  advanced  along  the  Vaughan  road,  that  brigade  became 
briskly  engaged  to  my  left  and  could  not  be  withdrawn.  Having 
received  notice  from  General  Crawford  that  his  left  was  hard  pressed, 
I  was  pushing  forward  rapidly  with  two  brigades,  marching  in  two 
lines  by  a  flank  in  the  thick  underbrush  ascending  a  ridge,  when  a 
quantity  of  our  cavalry,  riding  rapidly,  came  on  to  my  ranks  suddenly. 
A  portion  of  my  troops  were  swept  away,  but  I  pushed  rapidly  on  with 
what  I  had,  soon  engaged  the  enemy,  and  quickly  retook  the  mill  site, 
which  I  held,  re-enforced  by  three  regiments  of  the  First  Division,  till 
the  troops  on  my  right  were  pressed  back  by  overwhelming  numbers. 
My  troops  then  fell  back  to  the  open  ground  and  were  subsequently 
withdrawn  to  the  position  held  previous.  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
the  brigade  commanders  for  further  particulars  of  their  operations. 
Those  ofiBcers — Brevet  Brigadier-General  Winthrop,  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Gwyn,  and  Colonel  Bowerman,  Eighth  [Fourth]  Maryland 
Volunteers — seconded  me  with  zeal  and  energy.  General  Winthroi) 
handsomely  repulsed  the  enemy's  attack  on  the  Vaughan  road.  I  must 
bear  testimony  in  this  connection  to  the  zeal,  intelligence,  and  good 
conduct  of  my  staff— Bvt.  Col.  C.  E.  LaMotte,  Fourth  Delaware  Vol- 
unteers, acting  assistant  inspector-general ;  Bvt.  Maj.  W.  W.  Swan, 
Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  First 
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Lieut.  R.  p.  Warreu,  One  hundred  and  forty-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, aide-de-camp;  First  Lieut.  John  J.  Diehl,  Fifteenth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  aide-de-camp. 

The  courage' and  fidelity  of  my  mounted  messengers  under  trying 
circumstances  entitles  them  to  be  named  in  this  report.  They  arc: 
Henry  Bonnet,  Company  D,  Fifteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
standard-bearer  and  acting  corporal;  John  T.  Thomson,  Company  I, 
Eighth  Maryland  Volunteers;  William  H.  Yingling,  Company  I, 
Eighth  Maryland  Volunteers;  John  T.  Bratt,  Company  H,  Eighth 
Maryland  Volunteers;  Munroe  Fowler,  Company  H,  Eighth  Maryland 
Volunteers;  John  T.  Mackison,  Company  H,  Eighth  Maryland  Vol- 
unteers, severely  wounded. 

Tabular  and  nominal  lists  of  casualties  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
completed. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Pearson,  commanding  the  rc-enforoenients 
from  the  First  Division,  bore  himself  with  gallantry. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Bvt.Maj.  Gen.,  Comdg.  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Bvt.  Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  IS,  ISfi',. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Brevet  Major-General  Ayres. 

General  Warren  requests  to  know  particularly  whether  the  retiring 
of  the  division  from  Dabney's  Mill  to  the  breast-works  was  due  to  orders 
received  or  to  the  misconduct  of  the  troops  on  the  right  of  it,  or  to  the 
misconduct  of  the  troops  of  the  division  itself,  or  to  an  irresistible  force 
of  the  enemy.  The  general  commanding  does  not  think  there  were 
sufficient  reasons  for  good  troops  to  give  way.  The  losses  are  not 
sufficient  to  justify  a  retreat.  It  was  his  positive  orders  to  remain  and 
fight  it  out,  and  he  wishes  his  troops  to  understand  that  he  will  not 
shield  them  in  his  reports.  If  they  won't  fight  the  country  must  know 
it.  General  Warren  knows  that  General  Ayres  used  his  best  ettbrts  to 
make  them  hold  their  ground  and,  for  his  honor  as  well  as  that  of  the 
commander  of  the  corps,  wishes  to  have  it  plainly  stated  that  it  was  the 
troops  and  not  the  generals  who  would  not  fight. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  17,  ISG'j. 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  the  indorsement  on  my  report  of  the 
fight  near  Hatcher's  Run  on  the  6th  instant  [ultimo],  T  enter  more  into 
detail  concerning  the  fight. 

A  portion  of  my  command  was  on  picket  at  the  old  camp  when  the 
cavalry  ran  through  the  troops  (see  report).  I  wa«  pushing  rapidly 
forward  to  support  the  left  of  the  Third  Division,  so  instead  of  halting 
till  I  could  get  together  all  my  troops,  I  moved  on  with  what  1  had. 
The  re-enforcement  sent  me  I  ordered  formed,  one  regiment  to  the  right 
of  the  mill  site,  two  on  the  left  of  my  troops.    I  then  ordered  my  men 
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to  roll  up  some  logs  near  by  for  a  cover,  and  was  directing  this  when 
the  two  regiments  just  alluded  to  suddenly  moved,  without  orders,  some 
300  yards  forward,  forming  a  line  somewhat  at  an  angle  with  the  main 
line,  having  the  mill  site,  say,  at  the  apex.  To  the  right  and  front  of 
the  sit*  was  a  thick  grove  of  small  pines,  covering  the  left  of  the  Third 
Division.  General  Pearson,  commanding  the  re-enforcements,  says 
(and  for  the  above  reasons,  their  being  masked  by  the  jnnes,  it  may 
well  be  so)  that  the  Third  Division  fire  struck  his  troops.  Those  two 
regiments  then  broke.  About  this  time  a  retrograde  movement  com- 
menced along  the  whole  line,  I  presume  without  and  against  all  orders 
and  authority,  though  I  have  recently  seen  an  editorial  in  a  Philadel- 
phia paper  which,  speaking  as  though  by  authority,  says  that  the 
Third  Division  came  back  by  command.  Between  Dabney's  Mill  and 
the  open  ground  in  front  of  our  breast-works  are  several  ridges,  with 
marshy  ground  in  the  valleys  between.  I  seized  upon  the  occasion  of 
arriving  on  these  ridges  to  use  every  efibrt,  assisted  by  my  staff  and 
messengers,  to  halt  the  troops  and  form  lines,  well  satisfied  from  the 
favorable  nature  of  the  ground  that,  could  this  be  done,  the  enemy 
could  be  repulsed.  I  succeeded  in  one  case  in  halting  quite  a  force,  but 
the  main  mass  to  my  right  sweeping  along,  the  contagion  spread  to 
those  who  had  halted  and  they  could  not  be  held. 

On  arriving  at  the  open,  whilst  halting  and  forming  the  troops,  a  line  of 
the  troops  was  brought  up  in  rear,  when,  some  little  agitation  occurring 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  a  few  persons  riding  out  at  a  gallop,  this 
line  behind  mine  lost  presence  of  mind  and  fired  into  mine.  I  think 
my  men  were  justified  in  not  remaining  there;  numbers  of  them  were 
struck.  When  I  pushed  forward  at  first  to  support  tlie  left  of  the 
Third  Division,  I  supposed  General  Gwyn,  the  most  of  whose  brigade 
was  disorganized  by  the  cavalry,  would  rejoin  as  soon  as  he  got  his  men 
together.  He  seems  not  to  have  found  the  direction,  and  to  have  gone 
forward  in  the  woods  quite  to  my  left.  This  accounts  for  his  finding 
himself  without  anyone  on  his  right  or  left.  This  command  (General 
Gwyn's)  had  a  fight  in  the  woods,  doubtless  with  the  troops  Of  the 
enemy  which  attacked  ours  on  the  Vaughan  road  as  they  were  endeav- 
oring to  pass  around  us  to  join  the  enemy  near  Dabney's  Mill.  The 
troops  with  me  struck  them  and  pushed  them  at  the  double-quick.  In 
fact,  my  division  fought  on  an  extended  front  and  held  the  ground 
covered  by  it,  beginning  with  my  first  brigade  on  the  Vaughan  road 
and  running  around  to  Dabney's  Mill.  At  one  time  (when  I  sent  for 
re-enforcements)  there  was  a  strong  effort  made  by  the  enemy  to  push 
through  to  the  (our)  left  of  the  mill  site.  That  effort  was  foiled  with  the 
assistance  of  those  re-enforcements.  It  will  be  seen  that  I  arrived  at 
the  mill  site  with  quite  a  small  force,  mostly  Maryland  troops.  When 
the  line  gave  way  there  was  no  panic  in  these  troops;  they  had  not 
fired  for  some  time,  and  I  am  persuaded  to  believe  were  out  of  ammu- 
nition. Whether  the  troops  on  my  right  (the  question  is  asked  in  the 
indorsement)  were  justified  in  falling  back,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say, 
though  I  had  received  the  impressionthat  they  were  overborne  by  supe- 
rior numbers.  I  gave  my  attention  to  my  own  command.  It  did  not, 
aiid  certainly  would  not  have  been  justified  in  falling  back  alone. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRBS, 
Brevet  Major- Genera  I,  Commanding  Division. 

Bvt.  Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

AssisUnt  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
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No  106. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Winthrop,  Fifth  New  York  Veteran 
Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqes.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  14, 1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folio  wing  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  command  during  the  recent  movement  on  Hatcher's  Run: 

At  8  a.  m.,  on  the  5th  instant,  broke  camp  near  Gurley's  house  and 
marched  down  the  Halifax  road  to  Rowanty  Greek;  crossed  the  creek 
and  so  on  to  the  intersection  of  the  military  pike  road  with  the  Vaughau 
road.  Here  the  command  lay  in  line  of  battle  until  midnight,  when  it 
moved  back  ou  the  Yaughan  road  and  occupied  a  line  of  breast- works 
to  the  left  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  west  of  the  run  At  1  p.  m.  moved 
out  to  the  support  of  Gregg's  cavalry,  who  were  skirmishing  heavily 
with  the  enemy  some  distance  farther  down  the  road.  Relieved  the 
cavalry  pickets  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-sixth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, and  deployed  the  Fifth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  and 
One  hundred  and  fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  right-hand  side 
and  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  on  the  left-hand  side  of 
the  road  in  a  large  open  field.  These  dispositions  had  hardly  been  made 
before  our  cavalry  advanced  to  the  attack  with  two  brigades,  and  a 
third  in  support.  They  soon  became  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  infantry,  and,  getting  rather  roughly  handled,  retired  in  con- 
siderable confusion,  the  enemy  closely  following.  I  immediately  ordered 
up  my  three  regiments  at  a  double  quick,  and,  delivering  some  veiy  fiiir 
volleys,  succeeded  iu  checking  their  advancing  column  and  driving  it 
back  to  its  shelter  in  the  woods.  Once  or  twice  again  the  enemy 
attempted  to  advance  over  the  open,  but  each  time  were  handsomely 
repulsed  by  my  troops,  who  fought  with  great  spirit.  Finally,  about 
5  p.  m.,  being  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  and  hav- 
ing replenished  our  cartridge  boxes,  we  were  ordered  out  on  ])icket, 
covering  the  road  leading  to  Dabney's  Mill,  where  we  remained  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  7th. 

I  regret  to  mention  the  loss  of  Gapt.  Gharles  S.  Montgomery,  com- 
manding Fifth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  who  was  shot  through 
the  brain  during  the  engagement.  He  handled  his  regiment  in  a  most 
creditable  manner,  and  is  a  severe  loss  to  the  command.  It  is  but  sim- 
ple justice  to  say  that  I  have  rarely  seen  troojjs  light  with  more  anima- 
tion or  maintain  their  ground  so  stubbornly  against  such  superior  num- 
bers as  confronted  them  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  engagement.  With 
such  troops  I  shall  always  feel  confident  of  success.  From  my  statt' — 
Lieutenant  Gampbell, acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant 
Leatz,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Raymond,  pioneer  officer — I  re- 
ceived the  most  efficient  assistance,  and  each  and  all  of  these  gentlemen 
were  conspicuous  along  the  line,  encouraging  the  men  by  their  gallant 
bearing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  major,  A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

FRED.  WINTHROP, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Bvt.  Maj.  W.  W.  Swan, 

Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
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[First  iiidorieiuent.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  18, 1865. 
Bespectfully  referred  to  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin. 
According  to  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Winthrop  came  under  your  orders.    Will  you  please 
state  whether  or  not  he  received  any  orders  from  you  during  the  after- 
noon of  the  Gth  instant,  and  make  any  indorsement  on  this  report  you 
think  called  for.    Please  return  this  report  with  indorsement. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wanen : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Second  iadorsement.j 

Headquarters-  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March,  8, 1865. 
I  would  respectfully  state  that  General  Winthrop  received  no  import- 
ant orders  from  me  whilst  engaging  the  enemy.  I  was  not  aware  that 
he  was  supporting  the  cavalry  until  aft6r  he  had  been  relieved  by  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  and  when  I  went  on  the  field  General  Win- 
throD  reported  to  me  that  his  command  had  not  a  round  of  ammunition. 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  8, 1865. 
Eespectfally  referred  to  Brevet  Brigadier- General  Winthrop,  who 
will  please  state  whether  or  not  it  was  a  fact  that  his  command  had 
entirely  exhausted  their  ammunition  at  the  time  he  was  relieved  by  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  13, 1865. 

Respectfully  returned. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  brigade  had  certainly  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion at  the  time  it  was  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division. 
For  a  considerable  length  of  time  before  the  First  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, came  up  a  large  number  of  my  men  had  not  a  single  round  left  in 
their  boxes.  So  soon  as  I  was  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  1  retired  75  to  100  yards  in  rear  of  my  position  and  replen- 
ished my  boxes  with  the  ammunition  which  I  had  just  then  succeeded  in 
]n-ocuring.  I  received  no  orders  of  any  description  from  Major-General 
Griffin  during  the  time  my  troops  were  engaged,  something  over  two 
Lours,  he  not  being  on  the  field  at  that  period.  While  I  was  replenish- 
ing my  cartridge-boxes  General  Griffin  rode  up  and,  so  soon  as  my 
troops  were  all  supplied,  I  reported  to  him,  as  he  was  then  the  senior 
officer  present.    Shortly  after  this  I  received  orders  to  report  to  Major- 
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General  Warren  with  my  command.  Out  of  ainmuiiitiou,  is  au  old 
story,  and  with  me  has  always  been  received  with  a  certain  amount  of 
suspicion,  but  in  this  instance  there  was  some  merit  in  it. 

FEED.  WINTHROP, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


No.  107. 

Report  of  Col.  Richard  X.  Bowerman,  Fourth  Maryland  Infantry.,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqbr.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Div.,  Fifth  Corps, 

]>lear  Hatcher's  Bun,  Va.,  February  12,  18(>3. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken 
by  this  brigade  in  the  aflairs  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant: 

Marched  from  camp  near  the  Gurley  house  Sunday,  the  5th  instant, 
7  a.  m.,  going  toward  Hatcher's  Eun,  crossing  same  about  noon;  pro- 
ceeded till  4  p.  m.,  going  into  position  at  the  Vaughan  house  on  the  mil- 
itary pike.  At  11  p.  m.  marched  on  Vaughan  road  ba«k  to  Hatcher's 
Eun.  Daylight,  Monday,  6th  instant,  went  into  breast- works ;  2  p.  m. 
followed  Crawford's  division,  forniing  into  two  lines,  advanced  into  the 
woods  near  the  run,  an  engagement  going  on.  A  line  of  troops  going 
to  the  rear  at  this  time  disarranged  the  line.  Continuing  to  advance, 
encountered  the  enemy  charging  ahead.  The  enemy  rapidly  falling 
back,  reached  Dabney's  Mill ;  pressing  on  about  200  yards  beyond,  a 
brisk  action  commenced.  Fallin  g  short  of  ammunition,  withdrew  slowly 
to  the  mill ;  remained  liere  fighting  the  enemy  till  the  ammunition  gave 
entirely  out,  and  the  troops  on  the  flauk  having  fallen  back,  the  brigade 
was  withdrawn  in  good  order  and  slowly  back  to  the  position  occupied 
previous  to  going  into  the  battle.  Time  engaged,  about  two  hours  and 
a  half.  Tuesday,  7th  instant,  remained  in  breast-works. 
Herewith  is  list  of  casualties.* 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICH'D  JSr.  BOWEEMAN, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Maryland  Vol.  Infty.,  Gomdg.  Brigade, 
Maj.  W.  W.  Swan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

[First  indorflement-l 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  18, 1865. 

Eespectfully  returned. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  whether  this  brigade 
retired  (when,  as  is  stated  within,  it  was  not  supported  on  either  its  right 
or  left  flank)  by  orders  from  its  division  commander,  and  whether  any 
of  our  troops  were  on  its  right  or  left  flank ;  and  further,  whether  the 
enemy  assailed  on  either  of  its  flanks,  rendering  its  position  untenable. 
The  major-general  commanding  the  <!orps  wishes  to  secure  his  troops 
from  charges  thus  made  in  official  reports  by  one  part  of  his  command 
against  another,  and  therefore  makes  these  inquiries  so  that  the  report 
may  be  made  more  specific  in  its  allegations  against  those  who  left  this 
brigade  unsupported.  It  is  his  present  opinion  the  brigade  left  the 
front  without  orders  and  without  encountering  a  sufficient  force  of  the 

*  Eml)0(lied.  in  table,  p.  66. 
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enemy  to  justify  it.  It  hardly  seems  creditable  that  this  commaud 
should  have  exhausted  its  animuuition  so  soon;  but  if  so,  it  is  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  a  brigade  commander  to  retiie  from  the  field  without 
orders.  If  the  commaud  was  so  withdrawn,  charges  will  be  preferred 
against  this  officer,  if  it  shall  appear  that  he  retired  his  brigade  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy  without  orders  or  without  being  driven  back  by  the 
enemy.  This  report  to  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Secouil  iudorsenient.] 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  IIegiment  Maryland  Vol.  Infty, 

March  16, 186.5. 
Maj.  W.  W.  Swan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps: 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  indorsement  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
when  the  Second  Brigade  (under  my  command  February  6)  was  with- 
drawn from  the  field  there  were  none  of  our  troops  on  either  of  its  flanks, 
and  that  it  was  driven  back  by  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHD.  F.  BOWEEMAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Maryla/nd  Vol.  Infty. 


HnQRS.  Skcond  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  13, 1865. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor,  in  connection  with  my  report  of  the  12th 
instant,  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  brigade  staff — Ca]»t. 
Josiah  Bankerd,  Fourth  Maryland,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Cai)t.  Fred.  W.  Simon,  Eighth  Maryland,  acting  inspector-general; 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Ohilds,  First  Maryland,  acting  aide-de-camp;  also,  Maj. 
Uarrison  Adreon,  commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Maryland  Infantry, 
and  Maj.  Edward  M.  Mobley,  Seventh  Regiment  Maryland  Infantry. 
Their  conduct  was  of  the  most  meritorious  character  and  deserving  of 
all  praise. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHD.  N.  BOWERMAN, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Maryland  Vol.  Infty.,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Maj.  W.  W.  Swan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


No.  108. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Gicyn,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  Feb- 
ruary 5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  14, 1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations during  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant : 

At  6.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  o£  February  ray  command 
moved,  in  accordance  with  circular  from  corps  headquarters,  of  the  4th 
instant,  left  in  front,  in  the  following  order :  First,  Two  hundred  and 
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tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  WiUiam  Sergeant  commanding; 
second,  Third  Delaware  Volunteers,  Maj.  James  E.  Baily  command- 
ing; third,  One  hundred  aud  ninety- first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Capt.  P.  L.  Norton,  commanding;  fourth.  One  hundred  and  ninetieth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Capt.  E.  M.  Birkman  commanding;  fifth. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Capt.  J.  W. 
Scott  commanding;  sixth,  Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers,  Bvt.  Maj.  D. 
H.  Kent  commanding.  The  route  was  along  the  Halifax  road,  my  bri- 
gade being  in  the  advance.  The  cavalry  being  unable  to  overcome  the 
opposition  made  by  the  enemy  at  Kowanty  Creek,  the  One  hundred 
and  ninetieth  and  One  hundred  and  ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers were  advanced  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  Fourth  Delaware 
Volunteers,  and  ordered  to  take  the  works  beyond  the  creek.  The 
other  regiments  of  brigade  were  also  brought  up.  But  few  men  could 
get  across,  as  the  bridge  was  destroyed.  These  few,  however,  succeeded 
in  dislodging  the  enemy  and  capturing  a  few  prisoners.  After  a  short 
delay,  to  cover  the  crossing  of  remainder  of  division,  the  brigade  again 
advanced  some  three  or  four  miles  and  took  up  position  before  dark  on 
the  left  of  Second  Brigade.  The  march  was  again  resumed  at  11  o'clock, 
and  continued  until  reaching  the  crossing  of  Vaughan  road  at  Hatcher's 
Bun,  when  the  brigade  was  massed  in  reserve.  During  morning  of  the 
6th  Instant  relieved  General  Winthrop's  brigade  in  the  works.  In  the 
afternoon  moved  right  in  front,  following  the  Second  Brigade  to  the 
right  aud  in  front  of  the  works  occupied  by  the  First  Division.  Then, 
forming  in  two  lines,  moved  by  the  right  flank  through  the  woods  till 
the  Second  Brigade  had  gained  position.*  While  waiting  the  order  to 
advance  the  left  of  brigade  was  broken  by  the  stampede  of  a  portion 
of  General  Gregg's  cavalry,  but  was  afterward  rallied  and  placed  in 
position  on  left  of  Second  Brigade.  I  advanced  the  brigade  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy  for  about  two  hours;  not  being  supported  on  eitner 
my  right  or  left  flank  I  returned  to  crest  of  hill  in  front  of  breast- work. 

Tuesday,  7th  instant,  reoccupied  the  line  of  works  on  left  of  Second 
Division. 

I  herewith  transmit  nominal  and  tabular  list  of  ca.sualties  during  the 
engagement.t 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  GWYN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Maj.  W.  W.  Swan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indoraement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Coeps, 

February  18, 1865. 

Respectfully  returned. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  whether  this  brigade 
retired  (when,  as  is  stated  within,  it  was  not  supported  on  either  its 
right  or  left  flank)  by  orders  from  its  division  commander,  and  whether 
any  of  our  troops  were  on  its  right  or  left  flank,  and  further,  whether, 
the  enemy  assailed  on  either  of  its  flanks,  rendering  its  position  unten- 
able. The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  wishes  to  secure  his 
troops  from  charges  thus  made  in  official  reports  by  one  part  of  his 

*  The  following  portion  of  tMs  report  was  gubseqaently  amended.    See  p.  285. 
t  Embodied  in  table,  p.  66. 
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command  against  another,  and  therefore  makes  these  inquiries  so  that 
the  report  may  be  made  more  specific  in  its  allegations  against  those 
who  left  this  brigade  unsupported.  It  is  his  present  opinion  the  brigade 
left  the  front  without  orders  and  without  encountering  a  sufBcient  force 
of  the  enemy  to  justify  it.  This  report  to  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqbs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  15, 1865. 
Bvt.  Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  trans- 
actions, dated  the  14th  of  February,  together  with  an  amended  report, 
which  I  request  to  substitute  for  it.  In  explanation  of  this  request  I 
desire  to  say  thatwhen  I  made  the  first  report  I  did  not  intend  to  charge 
dereliction  of  duty  upon  any  troops  when  I  said  that  I  was  "not  sup- 
ported on  either  my  right  or  left  flank,"  but  deemed  my  position  in  that 
respect  then,  as  I  do  now,  as  the  direct  result  of  the  confusion  caused 
by  the  cavalry  breaking  through  a  portion  of  my  brigade.  I  was  not 
conscious  of  using  language  which  would  bear  such  construction,  but 
see  now,  the  report  having  been  returned  to  me,  that  such  construction 
can  be  placed  upon  it.  In  the  report  which  I  desire  now  to  send,  I 
have  avoided  language  which  makes  any  charge  by  implication  upon 
other  troops  than  my  own,  and  have  endeavored  to  be  more  explicit 
throughout.  In  case  my  request  may  be  granted,  I  have  the  honor 
further  to  request  that  the  first  report  may  be  returned  to  me.  I  trust 
that  the  amended  report  will  be  deemed  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the 
inquiries  in  the  indorisement  of  the  commanding  general,  dated  the  18th 
of  February. 

Very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  GWYN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[iDclosure.*] 

The  order  was  then  given  to  move  by  the  left  flank  to  the  front,  and 
the  movement  had  commenced,  when  the  brigade  was  broken  by  the 
stampede  of  a  portion  of  our  cavalry,  which  came  back  directly  through 
it  and  caused  it  to  divide,  and  threw  it  into  such  confusion  for  a  few 
minutes  that  the  brigade  never  again,  through  the  day,  became 
thoroughly  united.  A  large  portion  of  the  brigade  was  rallied,  and  1 
advanced  with  it  a  considerable  distance  to  the  front  engaging  the 
enemy  for  about  two  hours.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  finding  that 
my  course  had  been  different  from  that  of  the  troops  on  my  right,  and 
that  consequently  I  was  without  support  upon  either  flank,  and  that 
the  enemy's  fire  had  ceased  in  my  front  and  was  becoming  quite  brisk 
upon  both  flanks,  I  considered  the  position  untenable  by  the  troops  of  my 
command  and  retired  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  breast-works. 

*  So  much  of  this  report  as  correspondB  with  that  on  p.  284  is  here  omitted. 
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A  I)  D  K  N  n  A  . 

Hdqrs.  Thiru  Brig.,  Seconu  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  17^  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  W.  \V.  Swan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Major  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  forward  the  following  names  of  officers 
of  my  command  wbo,  under  my  personal  observation,  especially  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  engagements  of  Eowanty  Creek  and  Hatch- 
er's Run  on  the  5th  and  Gth  instant: 

Col.  William  Sergeant,  commanding  Two  hundred  and  tenth 
Peiinsylvania  Volunteers ;  Adjt.  Morris  Shlesinger,  Two  hundred  and 
tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer.s;  Bvt.  Maj.  D.  H.  Kent,  commanding 
Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers ;  Adjt.  William  H.  Cloward,  Fourth  Dela- 
ware Volunteers;  Capt.  E.  M.  Birkman,  commanding  One  hundred 
and  ninetieth  Peniisylvania  Volunteers;  Capt.  P.  L.  Norton,  com- 
manding One  hundred  and  ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Capt. 
J.  W.  Scott,  commanding  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers;  Capt.  D.  D.  Joseph,  Third  Delaware  Volunteers.  I  have 
also  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  gallant  behavior  of  the  following  mem- 
bers of  my  staff:  Bvt.  Capt.  H.  Gawthro]),  Fourth  Delaware  Volun- 
teers, acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Bvt.  Capt.  Charles  H.  Hand, 
One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  aide-decamp; 
Bvt.  Capt.  John  L.  Benzon,  One  hundred  and  ninety-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  aide  de-camp ;  First  Lieut.  Pierce  Neals,  Fourth  Dela- 
ware Volunteers,  pioneer  oflBcer;  Bvt.  Maj.  Thomas  E.  Carter,  One 
hundred  and  fifty  seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  brigade  inspector. 

These  officers  I  cannot  too  highly  praise  for  their  coolness,  courage, 
and  gallantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obcdieut  servant, 

JAMES  GWYN, 
JJrefvt  liri(/adier-General,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  109. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Morrow,  Twenty-fourth  Michigan 
Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  of  operations 
February  5-6. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

February  9,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  late  operations  of  the  army  ou  the 
left,  near  Dabney's  Mill :   • 

The  brigade  was  composed  of  the  following  regiments:  Fifty-sixth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  T.  Jack, 
9  officers  and  155  men ;  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  Maj.  West  Funk,  5  officers  and  82  men;  One 
hundred  and  forty-second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut. 
Col.  H.  N.  Warren,  8  officers  and  135  men;  Ninety-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Capt.  George  French,  9  officers  and  212  men;  Ninety-fifth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  James Creney,C officers  and 247  men; 
One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Capt.  James  Coey, 
15  officers  and  249  men.    The  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania 
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Veteran  Volunteers  was  attached  to  my  command  ou  the  5th  instant, 
and  its  movements  are  included  in  this  report.  The  brigade,  having  59 
officers  and  1,301  muskets,  mating  a  total  of  1,360,  moved  from  camp 
at  G.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  fftllowing  the  First 
Brigade,  under  General  Bragg,  and  after  a  march,  variously  estimated 

at  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  miles,  halted  near Mills,  on  Gravelly 

Creek.  Pickets  were  established,  and  the  men  had  built  fires  and  were 
preparing  to  bivouac,  when  orders  were  received  to  retrace  our  steps 
for  the  distance  of  two  miles  in  order  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  under  General  Baxter.  This  was  accordingly  done;  the 
troops,  though  greatly  fatigued  with  their  long  march  and  suffering 
with  intense  cold,  exhibited  the  greatest  good  feeling  and  cheerfulness. 
I  at  once  forwarded  a  strong  line  of  pickets  in  our  front,  and  extended 
them  to  a  swamp  on  our  left,  liaving  advanced  posts  on  the  road  near 

Mills.    The  duty  of  establishing  the  pickets  was  intrusted  in  its 

details  to  Lieutenant-ColonelJack,  who  discharged  the  duty  in  a  manner 
altogether  satisfactory.  This  ofticer  deserves  credit  also  for  the  hand- 
some manner  in  which  he  withdrew  his  pickets  the  next  morning.  To 
appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  this  officer  labored  and  the  deli- 
cate task  he  had  to  perform,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  he  was 
totally  nuacquainted  with  the  ground,  which  was  much  broken  and 
covered  with  a  dense  wood.  It  may  be  stated  here  also  that  it  was 
currently  reported  among  the  troops,  and  generally  believed,  that  we 
were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  division  of  rebel  infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  before  daylight,  the  brigade  was  again 
l>laced  in  motion  and  marched  to  Hatcher's  llun,  where  with  other 
troops  of  the  division  it  was  bivouacked  on  the  right  bank.  Early  in 
the  afternoon  we  recrossed  the  run  and  filed  off  through  a  woods  in  a 
northerly  direction.  The  First  Brigade  was  in  the  advance,  and  on 
reaching  a  cleared  field,  distant  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our 
bivouac,  the  First  Brigade  was  deployed  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle 
into  the  woods  beyond,  and  at  once  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
skirmishers.  My  command  was  now  formed  in  line  of  battle,  perhaps 
300  yards  in  rear  and  overlapping  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade, 
my  right  and  left  being  a  little  refused,  and  in  this  order  ad- 
vanced. The  Second  Brigade  subsequently  took  position  on  my  left. 
General  Bragg  was  now  actively  engaged  in  our  front,  and  I  dimin- 
ished the  distance  between  the  brigades  to  about  100  yards.  The  left 
of  the  First  Brigade  being  driven  back  and  falling  considerably  to  the 
right,  my  front  became  entirely  uncovered,  and  I  ordered  the  troops  at 
once  into  action.  The  several  regiments  advanced  in  handsome  style 
at  the  double  quick,  and  drove  back  the  advancing  enemy  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  into  a  wood  beyond  a  small  cleared  field. 

The  fighting  was  now  heavy  and  continuous,  and  our  losses  very  con- 
siderable. This  line  was  held  by  us  until  the  troops  fell  back,  late  in 
the  afternoon,  though  the  bulk  of  our  ammunition  had  long  before  that 
time  been  exhausted.  The  enemy  re])eatedly  pressed  forward  in  our 
front,  but  was  as  often  rei)ulsed.  It  was  here  that  all  our  losses 
occurred,  anditmay  givesonieideaof  the  fierceness  of  the  contest  when 
it  is  told  that  our  losses  number  1  ofticer  killed  and  9  wounded,  and  22 
men  killed  and  171  wounded,  a  total  of  10  officers  and  193  men  killed 
and  wounded  on  this  single  line  of  battle  without  our  yielding  a  foot 
of  ground. 

Our  ammunition  failing  and  the  enemy  being  largely  re-enforced,  as 
it  now  appears,  the  troops  became  restless  under  a  galling  fire  without 
the  means  of  returning  it,  and  it  required  the  greatest  gallantry  and 
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exposure  on  the  part  of  officers  to  keep  the  men  up  to  the  work.  At 
this  time  the  following  regimental  officers  particularly  distinguished 
themselves:  Lieut.  Col.  James  Oreney,  Ninety-fifth  New  York  Volun- 
teers; Maj.  West  Funk,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers;  Captain  Coey,*  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  Captain  Bush,  Ninety-fifth  New  York  Volunteers. 
Colonel  Creney  and  Maj.  West  Funk  seized  the  colors  of  their  regi- 
ments, and  rushing  to  the  front,  by  both  word  and  gesture,  urged  their 
men  to  advance.  Captain  Coey  repeatedly  exposed  himself  iu  front  of 
his  men,  attempting  in  every  possible  way  to  keep  his  command  up  to 
their  duty.  Indeed,  I  must  say  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Creney,  Ma:ior 
Funk,  Captains  Coey  and  Bush  was  of  the  most  daring  and  inspiring 
character  and  deserving  of  every  praise.  Colonel  Creney,  Major  Funk, 
and  Captain  Coey  were  each  severely  wounded.  Captain  French, 
Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  exhibited  much  coolness  through- 
out the  engagement.  About  5  o'clock  I  received  a  wound  in  my  right 
side  from  a  musketball,  and  was  forced  to  leave  the  field,  not,  however, 
until  I  had  formally  turned  over  the  command  to  Colonel  McCoy,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and 
delivered  to  him  the  brigade  colors,  which  I  happened  to  hold  in  my 
hand  at  the  moment,  and  which  he  brought  safely  back  from  the  field. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  each  of  the  regimental  commanders  and  their 
officers  and  men  for  their  gallantry  in  this  engagement.  The  conduct 
of  officers  whom  I  specially  named  came  under  my  own  observation, 
and  for  this  reason  is  prominently  noticed  in  this  report.  Others  may 
have  done  as  well,  though  I  did  not  see  them. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  my  staff  for  their  prompt,  effi- 
cient, and  gallant  assistance  rendered  throughout  the  engagement. 

Capt.  Harrison  Lambdin,  assistant  adjutant- general,  deserved  special 
mention  for  his  gallant  conduct;  he  was  cool,  methodical,  and  daring, 
and  everywhere  on  his  horse,  which  was  twice  wounded,  urging  forward 
the  troops  and  inspiring  them  by  his  own  example.  i 

Lieut.  Eichard  Esmond,  acting  aide-de-camp,  exhibited  much  courage 
and  coolness  under  fire;  he  was  conspicuous  everywhere  on  the  field 
for  his  daring. 

Capt.  D.  J.  Dickson,  brigade  inspector,  rendered  gallant  service. 
Capt.  E.  B.  Cochrane  is  deserving  more  than  a  passing  notice,  not  only 
for  his  conduct  during  the  engagement,  but  from  the  fact  that  his  term  of 
service  had  expired  before  the  troops  left  camp,  but  he  volunteered  to 
serve  with  me  as  an  aide.  He  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  early  in  the 
engagement;  such  devotion  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  Capt.  H.  R. 
Whiting  and  Lieut.  George  W.  Chilson,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Michigan 
Volunteers,  were  volunteer  aides,  and  deserve  credit  for  their  coolness 
and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 

This  report  would  be  imperfect  did  it  fail  to  notice  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  Orderlies  James  Titus,  Ninety-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  Eld- 
ridge  T.  Rogers,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  George  H.  Hardman,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  each  of  whom  displayed  courage  worthy  of  officers  far 
above  them  in  rank. 

The  following  named  officers  and  enlisted  men  have  been  particularly 
mentioned  for  gallantry  by  their  respective  regimental  commanders: 
Lieut.  Alba  A.  Johnson,  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  for  cool- 
ness and  bravery;  Sergt.  Maj.  William  Shields,  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  was  severely  wounded,  for  dis- 

*Awardert  a  Meilal  of  Honor. 
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tinguished  gallantry;  Corpl.  James  X.  Walter,  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  promoted  to  sergeant  on  the  battle- 
field for  bravery  in  grasping  and  carrying  the  colors  after  the  sergeant 
and  two  corporals  had  been  wounded;  Sergt.  Maj.  William  Boyce, 
ColorSergt.  Patrick  Cashman,  Sergt.  Peter  Fannon,  Sergt.  John  A. 
McDonald,  Sergt.  John  S.  McCoy,  Corpl.  Yolney  Eussell,  Private  William 
Wilson,  and  Corpl.  Patrick  Cunningham,  all  of  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  volunteered  their  services  to  follow  Lieu- 
ten  ant  Esmond  with  the  brigade  colors  to  the  front  of  the  line.  Sergeant 
Faunon  was  severely  wounded,  and  Private  Wilson  killed. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  MORROW, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 
Maj.  E.  C.  Baird,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


No.  110. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  F.  McCoy,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  6-9. 

Hdqks.  107th  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers, 

February  12, 1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  late  engagement,  while  temporarily 
under  my  command : 

I  was  in  command  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  6tb  instant  up 
to  the  time  of  the  second  advance  of  the  brigade  across  the  orchard 
near  Dabney's  Mill.  This  was  at  the  period  of  the  hottest  part  of  the 
engagement,  and  when  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morrow,  commanding 
the  brigade,  was  wounded.  Fortunately,  being  near  where  the  general 
partially  fell  from  his  horse  from  the  stunning  effect  of  his  wound,  he 
immediately  addressed  me,  stating  that  he  was  wounded,  turned  over 
the  command  to  me  as  the  next  ranking  officer,  and  placed  in  my  hands 
the  brigade  ilag,  which  he  had  been  carrying  through  the  most  danger- 
ous part  of  the  engagement.  At  this  time  the  enemy  was  making  a 
most  vigorous  onset  upon  our  lines.  Their  advancing  columns  were 
approaching  and  putting  into  our  lines  a  most  destructive  fire.  A  great 
many  brave  officers  and  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded.  The  bat- 
tle swayed  to  and  fro  again  and  again,  and  had  been  contested  with 
the  greatest  tenacity.  Ammunition  that  was  expected  did  not  arrive 
to  replenish  our  cartridge-boxes.  No  supporting  column  came  as  was 
expected  and  longed  for.  The  enemy  had  artillery  and  were  using  it 
effectively.  We  had  no  artillery  in  the  engagement.  It  was  now  nearly 
night.  The  line  on  our  left  had  already  fallen  back.  Our  forces  that 
were  still  on  the  advance  line  were  battling  with  great  courage,  but 
were  rapidly  dwindling  before  a  more  vigorous  and  increasing  volume 
of  fire.  The  enemy  had,  as  their  fire  indicated  and  as  has  since  been 
clearly  authenticated,  large  re-enforcements,  and  were  before  us  in  over- 
whelming numbers.  It  was  time  to  retire  if  we  would  save  our  brave 
men  now  contending  without  any  fair  prospects  of  success.  The  move- 
ment was  therefore  made  as  quickly  and  rapidly  as  possible  to  obtain 
the  cover  of  our  works,  where  the  brigade  was  reformed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night  and  rested  on  its  arms,  ready  for  the  arduous  duties 
of  the  coming  day. 

During  the  night  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  was  received.  On 
the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  found  myself  in  commaiid  of  the  fol- 
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lowing  regimeuts :  Fifty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieu- 
tenant-ColonelJack;  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, Maj.  H.  J.  Sheafer;  One  hundred  and  twenty -first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  Lieut.  R.  S.  Shute;  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  N.  Warren ;  Ninety-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Capt.  George  French ;  Ninety-fifth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Capt.  A.  McC.  Bush,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Capt.  John  McKinloek.  The  largest  of  these  regiments  did  not 
exceed  2U0  muskets,  and  several  of  them  had  less  than  100.  The  troops 
passed  a  very  uncomfortable  night,  and  this  morning  it  began  to  hail  and 
rain  and  continued  throughout  the  day,  making  it  a  day  of  extreme 
hardships  upon  the  soldiers.  Early  in  the  day  the  movement  against 
tlie  enemy  commenced.  The  movement  was  against  the  same  position 
of  the  enemy  as  yesterday,  at  Dabney's  Mill,  but  the  approach  was 
made  from  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Eun  fi-om  near  the  point  of  Aim- 
strong's  Mill.  The  Second  Brigade  (Baxter's)  led  the  column,  the  Third 
Brigade  in  sujjport  of  the  First  Brigade  on  the  left  flank  and  in 
reserve.  The  Second  Brigade  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  their  first 
line  of  rifle-pits.  The  Third  Brigade  occupied  the  position  at  once, 
aud  under  the  instructions  of  Brevet  Maj  or- General  Crawford  breast- 
works were  thrown  up  in  this  line.  Wliile  engaged  in  this  we  were 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  to  an  attack  on  the  right  of  the 
brigade  near  the  run,  indicating  a  design  to  turn  oiir  flank  at  that 
point.  In  order  to  guard  that  flank  until  other  troops  could  be  obtained 
Captain  Lambdin,  assistant  adjutant-general,  very  opportunely  had  a 
force  of  skirmishers  deployed.  They  were  soon  attacked,  and  partly 
driven  back.  I  then  reported  the  condition  of  aflairs  to  the  general 
commanding  division,  and  requested  that  additional  troops  should  be 
ordered  there,  which  was  promi)tly  done,  a  part  of  General  Bragg's 
(First)  brigade,  in  command  of  the  general  himself,  was  soon  in  posi- 
tion, which  attorded  perfect  security  to  that  flank.  At  this  time  it  was 
ordered  by  the  general  commanding  the  division  to  send  a  regiment 
of  my  command  to  the  support  of  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  skirmish 
front.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Fifty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
to  report  to  Brigadier- General  Baxter,  under  whose  command  they  did 
good  service  the  balance  of  the  day. 

The  battle  continued,  Baxter  again  advancing  and  the  enemy  retir- 
ing to  their  works  and  artillery,  Avhich  were  but  a  few  hundred  yards 
in  our  front.  Later  in  the  day,  about  4.30  o'trlock,  the  remaining  part 
of  the  First  Brigade  (Bragg's),  on  the  left  of  my  (command,  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  right,  and  in  order  to  aflord  sufti(;i'ent  space  for  them  in 
the  works  the  Third  Brigade  was  marched  by  the  left  flank  several 
hundred  yards,  the  left  tlirown  back,  forming  almost  a  semi-circle,  and 
resting  on  a  swamp,  beyond  which  there  was  a  constant  firing  from  the 
enemy's  skirmishers.  As  soon  as  this  movement  was  accomplished  I 
was  directed  to  form  a  line  of  battle,  with  the  First  lirigade  on  my 
right,  in  front  of  the  Avorks,  with  a  view  of  making  another  advance, 
and  if  possible  carrying  the  enemy's  works,  a  part  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
coming  up  to  occupy  the  works  we  were  about  to  evacuate.  It  was 
now  late  in  the  evening.  My  command  was  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of 
the  First  Brigade,  the  left  wing,  however,  being  retired,  and  iinder 
instructions  from  the  general  commanding  division  this  part  of  my 
command  was  to  be  brought  around  upon  the  line  as  the  movement 
progressed.  This  was  accom])lished  at  a  run,  and  just  before  the  enemy 
opened  with  canister  upon  the  advancing  column.  Part  of  the  line 
under  this  artdlery  fire  gave  way  and  retired  to  the  works  in  their  rear 
before  they  could  be  rallied,    Tliat  part  of  the  line  under  Maj.  H.  J. 
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Sheafer,  and  several  other  officers  whose  names  I  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain,  held  nearly  all  the  g:round  gained,  and  the  line  being  reformed 
at  this  advanced  point,  another  line  of  breast  works  were  thrown  up, 
by  direction  of  the  division  commander.  It  was  now  10  p.  m.  The 
enemy's  line  and  our  own  were  now  quite  close,  but  only  occasional 
firing  occurred  when  the  pickets  were  in  close  proximity.  All  tliese 
operations  took  place  in  a  pine  wood,  and  during  a  heavy  sloet  and 
rain,  the  ground  being  covered  with  ice  and  water.  Officers  and  men 
were  greatly  exhausted.  The  lines  had  been  thinned  to  some  extent  by 
straggling  to  the  rear.  At  11.30  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  have  my 
command  in  readiness  to  move  within  an  hour.  At  about  1  o'clock  my 
conmiand,  with  other  troops  of  the  division,  were  relieved  and  with- 
drawn to  near  the  bridge  on  the  east  side  of  Hatcher's  llun,  where  we 
remained  until  the  afternoon  of  the  8tli,  when  the  brigade  was  ordered 
to  form  a  picket  line  from  the  run  eastward  to  connect  with  the  cavalry 
at  the  Halifax  road,  at  the  junction  near  Reams'  Station.  This  was 
accomplished  before  dark  of  the  same  evening. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hofmann  hav- 
ing returned  from  his  leave  of  absence,  I  was  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  and  again  assumed  the  command  of  my  regiment. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  high  appreciation 
of  the  services  and  gallant  conduct  of  Gapt.  Harrison  Lambdin,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  and  Lieut.  Richard  Esmond,  acting  aide-de- 
camp. Their  courage,  activity,  and  efficiency  excited  my  admiration. 
I  would  also  in  this  connection  add  the  names  of  Gapt.  1).  J.  Dickson, 
the  brigade  inspector,  and  Lieut.  George  W.  Ghilsou,  acting  aide  de- 
camp, as  worthy  of  commendation  for  their  courage  and  intelligeut 
discharge  of  duty.  I  feel  pleasure  in  acknowledging  my  indebtedness 
to  these  very  worthy  officers  for  the  important  aid  rendered  me  dur- 
ing the  brief  but  important  period  I  had  the  honor  of  commanding  the 
Third  Brigade. 

Not  having  received  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  I  can- 
not speak  of  the  many  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  whose 
gallantry  entitle  them  to  honorable  mention.  Officers  and  men  fought 
bravely  and  well,  and  certainly  merited  greater  success  than  it  was 
their  fortune  to  obtain.  For  particulars  J  would  refer  the  general  com- 
manding the  division  to  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  which 
will  be,  if  not  already,  forwarded  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morrow, 
wliose  duty  it  is  to  note  all  individual  acts  of  gallantry. 

The  list  of  casualties  will  also  accompany  these  reports. 

T.  F.  MnCOY, 
Colonel  107th  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Vols.,  Corndf/.  Third  Brigade. 

Maj.  E.  G.  Baird,  Assi^ant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  111. 


Keflort  of  Cnpt.  Aaron  Bright,  jr.,  Eighty-eighth  rennsyl  ran  hi  Ivfmitry* 
of  operations  February  5-10. 

Hdqks.  Eighty-eighth  Pknn.«!vlvania  Veteran  Voi.s.. 

February  14,  li'ifi't. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
this  regiment  during  the  movement  upon  the  enemy,  viz : 

We  moved  from  our  camp  on  Jerusalem  plank  road  on  February  5, 
1865,  and  at  6  p.  m.  arrived  two  miles  to  the  left  of  Hatcher's  Run ;  we 

•  Of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 
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formed  line  of  battle  and  remained  over  niglit.  Morning  of  February  C 
marched  at  4  o'clock,  and  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  and  laid  in  open  field 
until  3  p.  m.  We  recrossed  Hatcher's  Eun,  and  moved  ip  toward 
Dabney's  Mill;  formed  line  of  battle  and  charged  the  enemy  twice; 
gained  and  lost  ground.  We  were  fired  into  from  the  rear  by  Sixth  Army 
Corps.  We  withdrew  and  lay  over  night.  Morning,  February  7,  moved 
to  the  right,  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  first  line  of  pits; 
we  then  formed  heavy  skirmish  line  and  charged  the  enemy's  main  works 
twice,  and  were  repulsed  each  time  with  heavy  loss  to  regiment.  We 
were  then  relieved  by  a  part  of  Sixth  Army  Corps;  we  formed  on  their 
right  and  threw  up  works.  February  8.  1865,  moved  out,  recrossed 
Hatcher's  Bun,  and  lay  over  night.  February  9,  relieved  the  One  hun- 
dred and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  of  Third  Brigade,  on  picket ; 
remained  on  picket  until  10th;  we  were  relieved  by  a  detachment  from 
several  regiments;  we  then  marched  to  old  camp  on  Jerusalem  plank 
road. 

T.he  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly  throughout  the  entire  move,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  deserve  special  mention.  First  Sergt.  William 
Sands,*  Company  G;  ColorSergt.  D.  Devine,  Company  K,  both  dis- 
played bravery  nnequaled  throughout  any  engagement  we  were  ever  in. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AARON  BRIGHT,  Jr., 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieutenant  Leavitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  112. 


Report  of  CoL  Thomas  F.  McCoy,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-6. 

Hdqbs.  107th  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Infantry, 
Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  Hatcher''s  Run,  Va.,  February  11,  1865. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  10th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  in 
the  late  movements: 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  when  about  to  march  with  the 
Second  Brigade,  to  which  my  regiment  belonged,  I  received  an  order 
from  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  division  to  report  to 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  Morrow,  temporarily  commanding  Third  (Hof- 
mann's)  Brigade,  to  which  command  I  was  conducted  by  Captain  Coch- 
rane, of  the  staff,  when  it  was  then  massed  in  front  of  corps  headquarters. 
The  column  was  soon  on  the  march,  heading  in  the  direction  of  the 
Yellow  House  and  Halifax  road,  and  upon  reaching  followed  that  road 
and  the  Weldou  railroad,  which  run  parallel  and  near  together,  south 
in  the  direction  of  Reams'  Station.  When  within  a  mile  of  the  latter 
point  the  column  moved  on  the  road  leading  westward,  and  by  a  cir- 
cuitous route  iu  the  direction  of  the  Boydton  plank  road.  When  near 
that  road,  having  crossed  Rowanty  Creek  several  miles  south  of  where 
the  Vaughan  road  crosses  Hatcher's  Run,  the  corps  having  formed  con- 
nection with  the  Second  Corps  extended  along  that  road,  went  into  camp 
for  the  night.  There  was  but  little  skirmishing  during  the  day,  the 
column  having  encountered  nothing  but  a  few  pickets  of  the  enemy. 

*Awarded  a  Medal  of  HoDor. 
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While  preparing  for  our  bivouac  by  collecting  wood  and  making  fires, 
the  night  being  very  cold  and  the  men  weary  after  the  long  march  of 
the  day,  the  brigade  was  again  put  on  the  march  and  returned  to  the 
rear  of  the  corps,  and  bivouacked  at  the  junction  of  the  Vaughan  road 
and  the  road  upon  which  we  had  advanced. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  we,  with  the  whole  corps,  were  on  the 
march,  at  4  o'clock,  on  the  Vaughan  road  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's 
Run,  near  the  Armstrong  Mill,  some  three  miles  distant,  and  arrived 
soon  after  daylight  at  the  point  from  which  the  Second  Corps  had  driven 
the  enemy.  Here  the  three  divisions  composing  the  corps  were  concen- 
trated with  (rregg's  cavalry.  It  was  reported  during  the  forenoon  that 
the  enemy  was  demonstrating  in  our  front.  At  about  2  p.  m.  our  divis- 
ion received  orders  to  move.  We  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  the  run, 
the  First  Brigade  leading,  ours  next,  with  the  Second  following,  the 
One  hundred  and  seventh  being  second  in  line.  After  crossing,  the 
head  of  the  column  turned  toward  Dabney's  Mill,  about  a  mile  distant. 
The  ground  in  the.  direction  of  the  enemy,  who  was  posted  in  force  at 
this  point,  was  rolling  and  principally  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  ot 
wood,  part  of  it  with  thick  underbrush,  a  swamp,  and  several  old  fields. 
The  lines  were  soon  formed,  the  First  Brigade  in  advance,  ours  (the 
Third)  following  in  support,  the  Second  having  deployed  to  the  left. 
The  battle  soon  began.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  driven  in  and 
their  first  line  of  ritle  pits  taken.  The  advance  was  continued,  our  part 
of  the  line  in  the  woods,  until  we  came  to  an  opening  of  perhaps  150 
yards,  and  just  as  we  reached  this  point  the  first  line  was  rapidly  retir- 
ing under  a  charge  from  the  enemy  and  rushed  into  our  line.  Under 
the  trying  circumstances  we  had  great  difficulty  in  preserving  our  line, 
but  did  succeed  in  so  doing  and  in  pouring  a  heavy  fire  into  the  advanc- 
ing column  of  the  enemy,  causing  him  to  stop  at  the  opposite  margin  of 
the  field.  Our  brigade,  now  becoming  the  front  line,  with  a  cheer 
charged  across  the  field  and  into  the  opposite  woods,  driving  him  in 
turn  through  this  woods  into  his  fortifications  at  or  near  the  Dabney 
Mill.  Forming  our  line  along  the  margin  of  this  opening,  the  fight  was 
continued  with  great  tenacity,  and  evidently  with  considerable  loss  on 
both  sides.  It  was  here  that  the  enemy  brought  artillery  to  bear  upon 
our  line,  partly  enfilading  it.  We  brought  no  artillery  into  the  action. 
Ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted  as  the  day  advanced,  it  being  nearly 
dark.  The  enemy's  fire  was  growing  more  destructive,  and  their  lines 
of  battle  were  advancing,  evidently  being  strongly  re-enforced.  At 
this  time  part  of  our  line  gave  way  on  the  left  of  our  brigade,  which 
had  the  effect  of  causing  part  of  ours  to  retire.  Many  of  these  were 
rallied  again  and  brought  back  to  the  line. 

At  this  period  of  the  engagement  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morrow, 
commanding  the  brigade,  who  had  been  displaying  the  greatest  gal- 
lantry during  the  action,  was  struck  from  his  horse  by  a  rifle-ball  pierc- 
ing his  body,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  As  he  fell  from  his 
horse,  being  iiear  him,  he  turnc<l  over  the  command  and  the  brigade  flag, 
which  he  had  been  carrying  through  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  to  me, 
and  I  immediately  relinquished  the  command  of  my  regiment  to  Maj. 
H.  J.  Sheafer,  and  proceeded  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  exigency  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  No  ammunition  and  no  sup- 
porting column  arriving,  it  was  now  evident  that  our  troops  must  retire 
to  their  original  line,  and  this  they  did  just  in  time  to  preserve  them- 
selves from  utter  destruction,  as  it  has  since  been  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  in  our  front  was  in  overwhelming  force. 
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I  must  express  myself  as  highly  gratified  with  the  gallant  conduct  of 
my  regiment  in  the  afternoon's  contest.  I  had  in  my  command  about 
275  muskets ;  three-fourths  of  these  men  were  now  under  fire  for  the 
first  time.  Many  of  these  men  fought  with  uncommon  courage.  Nearly 
one-fourth  of  the  number  engaged  were  killed  or  Avounded.  I  am  pleased 
to  haveitinmy  power  to  name  the  following  ofi&cers  as  having  conducted 
themselves  with  a  high  degree  of  courage:  Maj.  H.  J.  Sheafer;  Capt. 
Theo.  K.  Schefier,  wounded  slightly,  Company  A ;  Lieut.  Oliver  P.  Stair, 
commanding  Company  D;  Lieut.  John  F.  Williams,  commanding  Com- 
pany F;  Lieut.  H.  H.  Hutton,  commanding  Company  K;  Lieut.  J.  B. 
S.  Venai,  commanding  Company  G ;  Lieut.  Aaron  Treher,  commanding 
Company  B,  wounded.  1  would  also  name  the  following  sergeants  who 
have  been  named  to  me  as  having  displayed  commendable  courage: 
First  Sergt.  John  A.  Tompkins,  Company  F;  Sergt.  Isaac  S.  Dissinger, 
commanding  Company  1 ;  Sergt.  John  Delany,  Company  I;  First  Sergt. 
Michael  J.  Hawley,  commanding  Company  C;  First  Sergt.  William  C. 
Beck,  commanding  Company  H;  First  Sergt.  Martin  V.  Cocihran, 
wounded,  commanding  Company  E;  First  Sergt.  Edwin  S.  Wilcox, 
wounded,  Company  G ;  Sergt.  Francis  J .  Swoyer,  color  bearer,  Com- 
pany C;  and  Sergt.  Maj.  Lord  B.  Green.  T  have  also  to  commend  the 
courage  of  Asst.  Surg.  K.  S.  Dana,  Avho  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight 
attending  to  the  wounded. 

As  soon  as  the  battle  commenced  Chaplain  W.  T.  Campbell  repaired  to 
the  division  hospital  and  rendered  excellent  service.  I  would  respect- 
fully bring  to  the  notice  of  the  coTumanding  general  the  name  of  Pri- 
vate John  M.  Dufl",  of  Company  B,  who  having  been  captured  in  con- 
sequence of  having  fallen  in  crossing  a  ditch  in  retiring  from  the  field, 
but  who,  upon  being  required  to  take  ott'  his  accoutermeuts  and  sur- 
render his  gun,  embraced  a  favorable  opportunity,  shot  down  his  captor, 
and  made  good  his  escape.  He  is  an  intelligent,  brave  boy  of  about 
sixteen  years,  and  this  was  his  first  battle.  I  feel  it  a  duty  in  closing  this 
report  to  express  my  appreciati(m  of  the  efliciency  and  high  degree  of 
courage  exhibited  by  my  adjutant,  James  B.  Thomas,  who  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  action  and  had  his  clothing  in  several  places  cut  with 
balls.  He,  in  charge  of  a  part  ot  the  regiment  retiring  by  the  right 
and  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy,  took  advantage  of  a  ritle-pit  near 
the  run  and  fired  with  good  effect  their  last  remaining  cartridges. 

Attached  will  be  found  a  list  ot  the  casualties.* 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

T.  F.  McCOY, 
dolonrl,  CommnndhHi  Eer/iment. 

Capt.  Harrison  Lambdin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Ocnernl,  Third  lirigadc. 


No.  11.!. 


Report  of  Maj.  Henry  J.    Sheafer,  One  hundred  and  seceuth    Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  February  (i-'J. 

Headquarters  107th  PE^'NSYLVAN1A  Volunteers, 

February  13, 180 5. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  Feb- 
ruary 6  I  took  command  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsyl- 

"  Embodied  iu  table,  p.  67. 
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vauia  Volunteers,  the  regimeut  at  that  time  forming  part  of  tlie  Third 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps.  We  bivouacked  for  the 
night  on  the  south  side  of  Hatcher's  Euu,  near  tlie  bridge.  The  regi- 
ment hiy  here  until  11  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  7tli  and  then  marched 
up  the  stream  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  then  formed  part  of 
the  brigade  line  of  battle  and  advanced  in  support  of  Baxter's  brigade, 
who  was  skirmishing  the  enemy  in  front.  We  advanced  in  support  of 
this  brigade,  entering  the  woods  and  taking  possession  of  the  unfin- 
ished rebel  works  captured  in  Baxter's  advance.  Here  we  halted,  and, 
felling  trees,  threw  up  additional  works  and  slashed  the  timber  in 
front.  While  here  the  enemy  threw  shells,  but  they  all  passed  over, 
doing  us  no  injury.  About  4.30  p.  m.  we  were  marched  to  the  left  by 
the  Hank  about  half  a  mile  (troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps  occupying  the 
works  we  left).  1  then  received  orders  to  cross  the  breast-works  and 
advanced  in  line  with  tlie  brigade.  I  also  received  instructions  that 
the  guide  would  be  right.  We  had  not  advanced  far  until  I  found  the 
regiments  on  my  left  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  the  line, 
on  account  of  the  guide  being  right;  it  required  nearly  a  right  half 
wheel  to  do  so.  A  charge  being  ordered,  1  advanced  the  regiment 
under  fire  until  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  rebel  works,  but 
before  penetrating  that  far  the  troops  on  my  right  and  left  gave  way, 
falling  back  to  the  breast- works  which  we  had  crossed,  part  of  my  own 
regiment  falling  back  with  them ;  but  with  the  colors  of  the  regiment, 
the  three  commissioned  officers  I  had  with  me,  and  about  one-half  of 
my  men,  we  fell  back  about  100  yards,  halted,  and  reformed  my  line, 
the  enemy  making  no  attempt  at  an  advance.  After  dark  the  regiments 
composing  the  brigade  returned  and  took  position  on  my  right  and  left. 
A  short  time  after  we  were  marched  by  the  flank  to  the  right,  making 
connection  with  the  left  of  General  Bragg's  brigade,  and  were  ordered 
to  build  breast- works. 

About  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  we  were  marched  to  the 
rear,  crossing  Hatcher's  Kun,  and  bivouacked  in  the  field  on  the  north 
side  of  the  run.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  I  was  relieved  of  the 
command  of  the  regiment  by  the  return  of  Colonel  McCoy.  Lieut.  John 
F.  Williams  was  injured  by  a  fall  in  the  charge.  I  had  1  man  killed 
and  6  wounded. 

The  three  commissioned  officers  with  me,  viz:  First  Lieut.  O.  P. 
Stair,  Comjiany  A ;  First  Lieut.  John  F.  Williams,  Company  F,  and 
Second  Lieut.  H.  H.  Hutton,  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Sergts. 
John  Delany,  John  A.  Tompkins,  William  C.  Beck,  and  Michael  J.  Haw- 
ley,  behaved  very  bravely  and  rendered  a  great  deal  of  assistance. 
Sergt.  F.  J.  Swoyer,  color  bearer  of  the  regiment,  behaved  with  his  usual 
courage  until  compelled  to  relinquish  the  same,  being  wounded  in  the 

hand. 

I  am,  captain,  verv  ie.spe(;tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  SHEAFEE, 
Major  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvunia  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Harrison  Lamudin, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brif/.,  Third  JHr.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

p.  s. — For  names  of  wounded,  see  list  of  casualties  a(com])anying 

report  of  Colonel  McCoy.*  

"  Embodied  in  table,  p.  67. 
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No.  114. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Horatio  If.  M''arren,  One  hundred  and  forty -second 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  February  H-IO. 

Hdqrs.  142d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

February  11,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  recent  oper- 
ations near  Hatcher's  Run : 

Left  camp  February  5,  1865,  at  6  a.  m.;  marched  to  and  crossed 
Hatcher's  Run  about  2  p.  m. ;  marched  to  telegraph  road,  halted  and 
threw  out  pickets;  expected  to  stay  for  the  night;  received  orders  to 
march  in  retreat  at  about  9  p.  m.  that  night;  inarched  about  two  miles 
and  massed  in  an  open  field,  where  we  remained  until  about  5  p.  m. 
[a.  m.],  then  marched  down  the  Vaughan  road;  massed  in  an  open  field 
on  east  bank  of  Hatcher's  Run. 

About  1  p.  m.  February  6,  recrossed  the  run  and  advanced  by  the  right 
flank  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  General  Bragg's  brigade,  which  advanced 
in  line  of  battle.  Proceeded  about  one  mile,  driving  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers; arrived  at  an  open  field  near  some  house,  when  General 
Bragg's  brigade  changed  front  to  the  left.  By  order  of  General  Craw- 
ford I  formed  my  regiment  on  the  left  of  his  brigade,  General  Baxter's 
brigade  coming  up  and  forming  on  my  left.  We  then  advanced  and 
engaged  the  enemy.  We  fought  on  this  ground  until  about  5  p.  m., 
when  our  ammunition  was  exhausted  and  we  were  forced  to  fall  back, 
the  enemy  following  closely.  We  retired  inside  of  some  temporary 
works  erected  near  the  run,  where  we  reformed  and  remained  until 
next  day,  February  7,  at  9  a.  m.,  when  we  moved  up  the  run. 
Advanced  in  line  in  rear  of  General  Baxter's  brigade  until  we  reached 
a  temporary  line  of  rebel  works,  which  we  turned  and  strengthened. 
Our  right  being  exposed  I  threw  out  a  few  skirmishers  to  form  a  line 
to  Hatcher's  Run.  At  about  5  p.  m.  we  were  moved  forward  and  soon 
encountered  the  enemy  in  works  with  artillery;  we  charged  and 
attempted  to  carry  the  works  but  failed ;  then  formed  a  line  about  300 
yards  from  their  works  and  commenced  throwing  up  a  line  of  breast- 
works, which  we  had  partially  completed  when  we  were  ordered  to 
march  and  returned  to  east  bank  of  Hatcher's  Run,  where  we  were 
massed  4  a.  m.  February  8. 

About  4  p.  m.  on  the  8th  went  on  picket  and  remained  until  3  p.  m. 
on  the  9th,  when  we  were  withdrawn,  and  threw  up  a  line  of  breast- 
works on  the  north  side  of  the  Vaughan  road.  February  10,  started 
out  at  6  a.  m.  and  helped  finish  a  piece  of  corduroy  road.  At  4  p.  m. 
started  for  our  old  camp  and  arrived  about  7  p.  m. 

Loss  in  the  engagement  was  3  killed,  25  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

For  distinguished  gallantry  1  have  the  honor  to  name  Sergt.  Maj. 
William  Shields,  who  was  severely  wounded  near  the  close  of  the  action 
on  the  6th;  Corpl.  James  X.  Walter,  whom  I  promoted  to  sergeant  on 
the  battle-field  for-  his  bravery  in  grasping  the  colors  and  carrying 
them  with  perfect  coolness  after  one  sergeant  and  two  color  corporals 
had  been  wounded. 

RespectfuUv  submitted. 

H.  N.  WARREN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Harrison  Lambdin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  115. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  H.  Fitzhugh,  First  New  York  Light 
Artillery,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  iterations  February  5-7. 

Hdqes.  Artilleey  Beigade,  Fifth  Aemt  Coeps, 

February  14, 1865. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rejwrt  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  batteries  under  my  command — D,  First  New  York  Artil- 
lery, Capt.  James  B.  Hazelton;  L,  First  New  York  Artillery,  Bvt. 
Maj.  George  Breck;  Ninth  Massachusetts  Battery,  First  Lieut.  George 
W.  Foster — in  the  late  operations  near  Hatcher's  Eun : 

The  batteries  moved  with  the  Fifth  Corps  from  the  camp  near  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road  February  5,  6  a.  m.,  and  after  crossing  Hatch- 
er's Eun  the  same  afternoon  on  the  Dinwiddie  road,  went  into  camp  at 
6  p.  m.  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the  junction  of  the  Vaughan 
and  Dinwiddie  roads.  At  10  j).  m.  the  batteries  broke  camp  and  moved 
with  the  corps  to  Hatcher's  Eun  at  the  Vaughan  road  crossing,  reach- 
ing that  point  about  4  a.  m.  February  6. 

In  the  fighting  of  that  day  near  this  point  the  batteries  took  no 
part,  the  ground  occupied  by  the  corps  toward  Dabney's  Mill  being 
too  densely  wooded  to  admit  of  the  use  of  artillery.  During  the  attack 
on  the  cavalry  and  on  the  brigades  of  Generals  Winthrop  and  Sickel, 
on  the  left.  Battery  D,  First  New  York  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  B.  Hazel- 
ton  commanding,  was  sent  to  that  point,  but  before  its  arrival  the 
enemy  were  rei»ulsed.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  by  either  of  the  batteries 
during  the  whole  movement,  except  that  by  direction  of  Major-General 
Warren,  about  4  p.  m.,  February  7,  Bvt.  Maj.  George  Breck,  command- 
ing Battery  L,  First  New  York  Artillery,  fired  half  a  dozen  shots  toward 
a  supposed  position  of  the  enemy  near  Dabney's  Mill,  with  what  eftect 
not  known. 

The  batteries  remained  near  the  Vaughan  road  crossing  until  10  a. 
m.  February  11,  when,  being  relieved  by  Batteries  B,  C,  and  E,  First 
New  York  Artillery,  they  returned  to  the  old  camp  near  the  Jerusalem 
plank  road. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  FITZHUGH, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  FoED.  MoREis, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  116. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Division,  Sixths  Army  Corps,  of  operations  February  5-8. 

Headqtjaetees  Fiest  Division,  Sixth  Coeps, 

February  14, 1865. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  p.  m.  of  the  5th  instant  I 
received  orders  from  the  corps  commander  to  move  to  Hatcher's  Eun 
withmy  division  and  report  to  General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second 
Corps.  While  en  route  and  near  Port  Siebert  a  staff'  ofBcer  of  General 
Humphreys  brought  me  orders  to  form  on  and  covering  the  Squirrel 


298  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     [Chap.  LVin. 

Level  road,  on  the  right  of  a  division  of  the  Ninth  Corps  just  going  into 
position.  A  short  time  after  the  leading  brigade  arrived  upon  the 
ground  we  were  to  occupy,  the  right  of  the  Ninth  Corps  was  fixed,  and 
this  division  line  was  then  formed  as  follows:  Third  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin,  on  the  left,  one  regiment  in  reserve;  the  First 
Brigade,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  L.  Campbell  commanding,  on  its  right  in  one  line, 
reaching  nearly  to  the  abatis  at  Fort  Cummings,  and  the  Second  Brigade 
(Mackenzie's),  commanded  by  Col.  James  Hubbard,  Second  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  in  reserve,  and  iti  rear  of  the  left  of  the  line, 
which  was  near  the  Chiyi)ol('  house.  The  front  was  at  once  intrenched 
as  ordered,  and  the  troops  held  ready  to  meet  an  attack  which  was 
anticipated  on  our  left.  The  troops  were  in  position  by  11.30  p.  m.,  and 
two  hours  after  an  excellent  rifle-pit  had  been  constructed  all  along  our 
front  and  slashings  made  across  the  two  swamps  through  which  our  line 
ran.  No  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  and  nothing  of  interest  trans- 
pired during  the  remainder  of  the  night  or  morning  of  the  next  day,  the 
Uth. 

At  2.30  p.  m.  on  the  Gth  General  Humphreys  directed  me  to  move 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  Cummings  house  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and  hold 
my  division  in  readiness  to  support  a  movement  about  to  be  made  by 
General  Warren's  corps,  the  Fiftli.  The  rear  of  the  hxst  brigade  of  this 
division  had  just  reached  the  Cummings  Jiouse  when  a  staff  officer 
from  (Jeneral  Humplireys  directed  me  to  move  down  the  Vaughan 
road,  and  to  send  a  staff  ofBcer  to  General  Warieii  to  learn  whether 
he  wished  the  division  massed  on  the  east  or  west  side  of  Hatcher's 
Hun.  From  the  sound  of  firing  on  the  left  I  supposed  General  Warren's 
troops  to  be  engaged,  and  ordering  the  division  to  follow  cjuickly  I 
went  to  General  Warren's  headfjuarters  in  person  to  report  and  receive 
bis  instructions.  General  Warren  was  )iot  at  his  headquarters,  but  I 
was  directed  by  General  Meade  to  move  over  Hatcher's  Eun,  and  be  in 
position  to  support  the  Fifth  Cori)S  on  the  Vaughan  road  or  elsewhere, 
liiding  rapidly  down  the  Vaughan  road,  1  learned  from  Generals  Gregg 
and  Griffin  that  no  re-enforcements  were  needed  at  that  point  of  the 
line,  and  that  they  could  hold  their  fronts  without  assistance.  While 
receiving  this  information  Major  Fitzhugh,  of  General  Warren's  staff", 
who  had  just  come  from  the  right  of  the  line,  where  the  Third  Division 
f)f  that  corps  was  engaged,  informed  me  that  re-enforcements  were 
needed  at  that  point.  By  this  time  the  leading  brigade  had  crossed 
Hatcher's  lluu,  and,  guided  by  a  staff  officer  of  General  Warren,  was 
being  conducted  through  the  intrenchments  and  on  the  road  to  Dab- 
ney's  Mill.  Leaving  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  division  to 
conduct  it  and  follow  me,  I  started  ahead  to  learn  the  condition  of 
affairs  and  where  General  Warren  desired  the  division  to  form.  Before 
leaving  the  head  of  the  column  the  staff'  officer  froui  General  Warren 
who  was  guiding  us  stated  that  he  was  ordered  to  briTig  to  General 
Warren  but  one  brigade.  Orders  were  then  given  for  the  other  two  to 
form  in  the  intrenched  line  in  our  rear  and  there  »wait  further  instruc- 
tions. 

When  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  run,  at  about  5.30  p.  m.,  the 
stragglers  from  the  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  increased  to  such  a 
number  and  the  changes  of  the  sounds  of  tiring  indicating  to  my  mind 
some  misfortune  to  that  division,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Second 
Brigade  into  line,  which  was  but  partially  effected  when  the  mass  of  the 
troops  in  front  came  rushing  through  the  dense  woods  and  quite  over 
us,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  line  could  be  formed, 
so  obstructed  was  it  by  the  fugitives,  who  were  deaf  to  every  entreaty 
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of  myself  and  staff  and  refused  to  rally  on  the  flanks  or  in  support  of 
the  brigade  there  forming.  Squads,  comx)aiiies,  and  regiments  went 
rapidly  to  the  rear  despite  our  greatest  efforts  to  halt  them.  During 
this  confusion  I  was  joined  by  General  Warren,  who  informed  me  that 
the  line  in  front  had  broken  irreparably.  Up  to  this  time  there  had 
been  only  skirmish  firing,  and  no  firing  from  a  line  of  battle  of  the 
enemy  upon  my  Second  Brigade.  While  preparing  to  throw  out  skir- 
mishers to  check  his  we  received  several  volleys  from  a  line  of  our  own 
troops  to  our  left  rear,  who,  fortunately  for  us,  fired  too  high. 

Most  of  the  casualties  reported  occurred  at  this  time,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  from  the  woods  to  an  open  field  some  300  yards  in 
rear,  in  order  to  secure  a  better  position  and  to  avoid  being  slaughtered 
by  our  own  men,  who,  on  account  of  the  darkness,  were  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish friend  from  foe.  While  we  were  being  fired  upon,  Maj.  E.  P. 
Lincoln,  the  division  inspector,  had  been  dispatched  to  General  War- 
ren, who  was  close  at  hand,  and  informed  him  of  our  danger  from  his 
men,  and  through  General  Warren's  exertions  the  firing  was  stopped. 
While  moving  to  and  reforming  in  the  open  field  we  were  rapidly  fol- 
lowed by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  on  th<it  account,  together  with 
the  increasing  darkness  and  general  confusion,  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  form  any  line  at  all,  and  I  think  our  success  in  re-establishing  the 
line  was  in  a  great  degree  attributable  to  the  personal  exertions  of 
Col.  James  Hubbard,  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  Volunteers, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Olcott,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-first  New  York.  Pesirsou's  brigade,  of  Grifi&n's  division. 
Fifth  Corps,  which  joined  us  in  the  open  field,  was  formed  in  excellent 
order  on  our  left,  and  one  of  his  Michigan  regiments  and  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-first  New  York  from  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  divis- 
ion were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  the  security  of  the  new  line 
insured.  General  Warren  expressing  himself  very  much  gratified  with 
the  conduct  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division  and  Colonel  Pear- 
son's brigade.  About  10  p.  m.  General  Winthrop  with  his  brigade 
relieved  the  skirmishers  in  our  front,  and  1  was  directed  to  withdraw 
my  division  to  the  east  side  of  Hatcher's  Eun  aiid  mass  in  some  con- 
venient place.  The  Second  Brigade,  joined  by  the  First  and  Third 
Brigades,  which  had  been  in  reserve  in  the  Intrenchments  in  the  rear, 
was  marched  across  Hatcher's  Eun  and  went  into  bivouac  near  Cum- 
mings'  house. 

At  10  a.  m.  of  the  7th  I  was  directed  by  General  Warren  to  mass  a 
brigade  in  the  open  field,  near  his  headquarters,  east  of  Hatcher's  Eun. 
At  12  this  same  brigade  (Third,  General  Hamblin)  was  ordered  across 
to  report  to  and  support  General  Crawford.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Colonel  Hubbard,  was  then  ordered  to  be  massed  in  the  field  vacated 
by  the  Tlijrd.  and  at  1  p.  m.  it  was  ordered  across  the  run  and  massed 
"near  the  bridge  to  support  the  Third,  if  necessary.  At  3  p.  m.  the 
First  Brigade,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  was  massed  in  the  open 
field,  east  of  the  run,  vacated  by  the  Second.  The  Second  and  Third 
Brigades  were  used  as  supports  by  General  Crawford,  but  were  not 
engaged.  At  12  p.  ni.  orders  to  withdraw  and  rejoin  the  corps  were 
received,  and  at  (J  a.  m.  on  the  8th  the  division  reached  its  old  camp 
on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  in  the  main  line  of  works.  The  con- 
duct of  the  division  in  this  movement  was  most  satisfactory  in  all 
respects.  The  Second  Brigade  was  most  actively  employed  and  well 
commanded  by  Col.  James  Hubbard,  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artil- 
lery Volunteers. 
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Before  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  corps 
commander  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Olcott,  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-flrst  New  York,  who,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  under 
Are  and  during  great  confusion,  took  the  colors  of  his  regiment  and 
leading  them  to  the  front  did  much  to  re-establish  a  line.  This  officer 
has  commanded  a  regiment  over  a  year;  has  been  long  commissioned 
as  colonel,  but  cannot  be  mustered,  as  his  regiment  is  small;  has  been 
recommended  for  the  brevet  of  colonel  for  distinguished  galjantry  while 
commanding  a  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  in  consider- 
ation of  his  abilities  and  services  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  him  bre- 
vetted  to  a  higher  grade. 

The  following  are  the  casualties  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
above  report:  1  enlisted  man  killed,  21  wounded,  and  ii  missing; 
total,  27. 

I  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEA-NK   WHEATON, 
Brevet  Major-General,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers. 
Capt."  C.  H.  Whittelsey, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


No.  1]  7. 

Report   of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hamhlin,  Sixty-fifth  Neic  Yorlc 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  2'j. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brigade,  Fikst  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

March  27, 1865. 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  26th  instant  I  have  to  report 
that  on  Saturday  the  25th  instant,  about  8  a.  m.,  in  compliance  with 
verbal  orders  through  First  Lieutenant  Cooke,  aide-de  camp,  this  brigfade 
was  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  headquarters  of  Major-General  Parke,  to 
support  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  affair  was  over  before  our  arinval. 
After  about  three  hours'  delay  tho  brigade  was  marched  back,  and 
massed  in  reserve  between  Forts  Wadsworth  and  Keene.  Between  2 
and  3  pm.  marched  to  the  front  of  Fort  Fisher,  forming  line  there  with 
Third  [First]  Brigade,  Second  Division,  commanded  by  Colonel  War- 
ner, on  left,  and  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  on  right,  charged  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  in  front,  carried  their  line  of  pits,  and  pressed  on 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  to  a  house  near  their  main  works. 
Finding  the  brigade  far  in  advance,  without  supports  on  either  side  and 
exposed  to  a  sharp  fire  from  the  enemy  on  my  right  flank,  rallied  and 
withdrew  to  a  crest  about  300  yards  beyond  the  enemy's  old  picket- 
line,  connecting  on  either  iiank  with  the  brigades  above  mentioned. ' 
Constructed  pits  for  protection  of  pickets,  detailed  175  men,  properly 
officered,  left  behind  as  pickets,  and  at  1.30  a.  m.  of  the  26th  withdrew 
balance  of  command  to  camp,  arriving  at  2.30  a.  m. 

Our  losses,  amounting  to  sixty-four  killed  and  wounded,  have  already 
been  reported  in  detail.  The  brigade  captured  rather  more  than  200 
prisoners.  The  advance  was  under  a  sharp  fire  from  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  on  right  flank,  and  heavy  artillery  practice  from  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  our  left,  which  completely  enfiladed  my  line. 

The  command  behaved  admirably.  Col.  James  Hubbard,  command- 
ing Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Artillery;  Maj.  James  W.  Cronkite, 
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coiumaading  One  hundred  and  twepty-first  New  York  Volunteers, 
who  had  a  horse  shot  under  him;  Maj.  John  A.  Ward,  commanding 
Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  also  lost  a  horse,  and  Capt. 
M.  Devine,  commanding  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  led  their 
men  with  great  coolness  and  bravery.  To  Maj.  A.  H.  Penn,  Capt. 
James  Deane,  and  Capt.  Charles  H.  "Woodman,  of  my  stafl',  I  am  largely 
indebted.  The  gallant  manner  in  which  they  performed  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  day,  and  fearlessly  exposed  themselves  to  its  many  perils, 
entitles  them  to  special  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  E.  HAMBLIN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  IS.  Volunteers,  Gomd^.  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  Clendbnin,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  118. 


Report  of  Col.  Oliver  Edwards,  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  March  35. 

Hdqes.  Third  Brig.,  Pibst  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865. 

Major :  I  have  the  honor  to  retiun  the  following  report  of  yester- 
day's (March  25)  movements: 

At  7  a.  m.  I  received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  divis- 
ion to  get  under  arms,  and  move  at  once  to  support  a  part  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  on  our  right,  whose  lines  had  been  broken  by  the  enemy.  I 
accordingly  moved  at  once,  marching  four  miles  to  our  right,  halting 
by  3'our  orders.  I  remained  there  about  two  hours,  when  I  received 
orders  from  you  to  return  to  camp.  Before  reaching  camp  I  received 
orders  from  you  to  go  on  and  mass  between  Ports  Wadsworth  and 
Pisher,  which  we  did,  remaining  there  several  hours,  when  I  received 
ordm-s  from  you  to  move  to  the  left  and  to  cover  the  right  of  the  Second 
Brigade  in  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's  skirmish  works.  Pinding  the 
ground  in  front  of  Hamblin's  right  a  bad  swamp,  covered  with  heavy 
underbrush,  entirely  impassable  for  a  line  of  battle,  I  moved  by  the  left 
flank  in  two  lines,  covering  Hamblin's  right.  On  the  inner  edge  of  the 
swamp  we  found  the<  enemy  on  Hamblin's  flank,  and  quickly  drove 
them  out,  capturing  about  100  prisoners.  I  then  changed  front  for- 
ward on  my  left  regiment,  continuing  the  line  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
using  the  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  to  cover  the  right.  In  this 
position  the  enemy  soon  moved  to  my  right  and  rear,  which  obliged  me 
to  refuse  my  right  nearly  at  a  right  angle  to  Hamblin,  with  a  strong 
skirmish  line  of  six  companies  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  four  companies  of  the  Pifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bull,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  The  enemy  at- 
tacked wiih  a  double  skirmish  line,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed  by 
our  skirmishers.  After  dark  orders  were  received  from  you  to  intrench 
our  picket-line,  which  was  accomplished  by  12.30  a.  m.,  when  the  bri- 
gade returned  to  camp,  leaving  250  men  on  the  picket-line. 

The  brigade  behaved  entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and  I  would  partic- 
ularly mention  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Col.  T.  S.  Allen,  and 
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the  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Maj.  M.  W.  Tyler  com- 
manding; also  the  members  of  my  staff,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
every  aid  and  assistance. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  nominal  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing of  my  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Maj.  George  Clendenin,  Jr., 

Assistani  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  L'G,  1865. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  circular  of  this  date  from  division  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  numerical  report  of 
casualties  in  this  command  in  the  engagement  of  the  25tli : 


j      Killed.        Woiinrted.  i    Missing. 

Command.  i     21  E     '  '     E 


.1  o     I     & 

iE  ,2  "* 


2d  Khode  Island  Volnnteers ' 1  ■ ; 1 

5th  Wisconsin  Volunteers li r^  \ 6 

37th  Masaacbusetts  VolunteerH ]  •>  \ 1 3 

49tb  Pennsylvania  Volnnteers  . 
82d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  . . 
119th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  . 

Total 


4 
4 

:i 

.... 

1             112 

10 

a 

'K 

Very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

O.  P]DWARDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Maj.  (iEORGE  Clendenik,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjntant-Generai. 


No.  Hi). 


Report  of  Col.  James  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Second  Divisi.on,  of  operations  March  35. 

Hdqrs.  First  Briu.,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations of  my  command  on  the  25th  instant: 

In  the  morning  were  distributed  along  the  breast- works  from  Port 
Wadsworth  to  Fort  Tracy;  at  2  p.  m.  were  massed  at  Fort  Fisher.  An 
hour  later  two  regiments,  the  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol- 
unteers and  the  Sixty-second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  were  sent 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Third  Brigade  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  fort, 
but  in  a  few  moments  were  driven  back  in  disorder;  the  remaining  two 
regiments  were  at  once  moved  to  their  assistance.    At  6  p.  m.  was 
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directed  by  General  Getty  to  carry  the  enemy's  skirmish  pits  in  our 
front.  The  line  was  formed  in  the  following  order  from  left  to  right- 
One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  First  Maine  Veteran 
Volunteers,  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and  about 
fifty  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York  Volunteers 
The  behavior  of  the  troops  was  admirable.  The  pits  and  a  crest 
about  300  yards  beyond  was  carried,  capturing  many  prisoners. 

The  following-named  commissioned  officers  of  the  regiments  displayed 
great  personal  gallantry  in  leading  their  respective  commands :  Bvt. 
Col.  John  G.  Parr,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers;  Bvt.  Col.  James  Patchell,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers;  Lieut.  Col.  D.  i).  Keller,  Ninety-third  Pennsyl- 
vania Veteran  Volunteers  (who  was  severely  wounded),  of  the  First 
Brigade,  and  Lieut.  Ool.  S.  C.  Fletclier,  First  Maine  Veteran  Volun- 
teers, and  Maj.  A.  H.  Clapp,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New 
York  Volunteers,  of  the  Tliird  Brigade.  The  Sixt^-second  New  York 
Veteran  Volunteers  became  detacihed  from  the  brigade  and  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  charge.  Capt.  Edward  A.  Todd,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general; Capt.  W.  L.  Pettit,  acting  assistant  inspector- general; 
Lieuts.  H.  J.  Nichols  and  B.  F.  Krieger,  acting  aides-de-camp,  and 
Lieut.  Hugh  Mcllwain,  pioneer  officer,  rendered  excellent  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WAKNEK, 
Eleventh  Ycrmout    Volunteers,  Vomr.ianding  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Col.  Charles  Mtxdee. 


No.  120. 


Report  of  Lievt.  Col.  John  G.  I'arr,  Our  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  of  operations  March  2'). 

Heabqx'arters  139th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth : 

About  daylight  of  the  2.')th  I  received  orders  to  pack  up  and  be  ready 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  Soon  after  another  order  came  to 
fall  in  and  move  off,  which  was  done,  the  regiment  moving  right  in 
front  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Stedman,  wlien  we  then  moved  by  the 
left  flank  until  we  reached  Fort  Keene,  where  we  were  halted  and 
remained  until  2  p.  m.,  when  the  brigade  moved  to  the  left  of  Fort 
Fisher,  where  we  halted,  my  regiment  being  on  the  right  and  the  One 
hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  my  left.  At  3  p.  ra., 
according  to  orders,  1  followed  the  One  hundred  and  second,  and 
marched  left  in  front,  passing  through  the  line  of  works,  and  advanced 
by  the  flank  about  300  yards,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  connecting 
left  with  the  One  hundred  and  second,  where  we  remained  until  4  p.m., 
when  we  moved  500  or  600  yards  to  the  right  by  the  right  flank,  and 
again  halted,  resting  )ny  left  near  the  white  house,  opposite  Fort 
Fisher,  where  we  soon  after  chai'ged  the  enemy's  picket-works,  carry- 
ing them.  My  right  connected  with  the  First  Maine  Veteran  Volun- 
teers.   The  line,  after  a  short  rest,  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  hill; 


304  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVIII. 

here  halted  a  short  time,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  after  a  short  rest 
advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  into  the  main  works,  afterward  falling 
back  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  then  threw  up  works.  About  12  o'clock 
at  night  my  command  was  marched  back  to  camp,  leaving  pickets  to 
cover  the  front  of  my  right  and  over  it,  driving  the  enemy  into  their 
main  works.  There  being  no  connection  on  the  right  or  left,  the  regi- 
ment was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  this  side  of  the  hill,  where  they 
halted,  and  after  a  short  rest  threw  up  works,  and  remained  in  that 
position  until  ordered  back  to  camp,  where  the  regiment  arrived  between 
12  and  1  o'clock  that  night;  the  regiment  being  in  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  John  G.  Parr  until  near  dark,  when  he  was  wounded  and  left  the 
field  and  I  then  took  command.  * 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  PAEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  E.  A.  Todd, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No,  121. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy,  Second  Vermont  Infantry,  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  Second  Vermont  Volunteers, 

March  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  and 
moves  of  the  Second  Vermont  Volunteers  in  the  attack  made  on  the 
enemy's  line,  on  the  25th  instant: 

The  brigade  was  massed  in  three  lines.  The  Second  Vermont  Eegi- 
ment  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  third  line.  My  instructions  from 
Bvt.  Maj.Gen.  L.  A.  Grant  were  that  the  brigade  was  to  support 
General  Shaffer's  [Keifer's]  brigade,  of  the  Third  l3ivision,  which  was  to 
make  the  charge  on  the  enemy's  line.  My  orders  from  General  Grant 
were  to  wait  until  the  second  line  of  the  brigade  left  the  pits  in  front  and 
then  to  move  forward,  keeping  about  the  same  distance  in  their  rear. 
The  idea  that  I  got  from  General  Grant's  order  to  me  was  that  we  were 
not  the  charging  column,  but  the  supporting  column.  But  when  the 
advance  was  ordered  I  saw  no  troops  making  the  charge  in  that  part  of 
the  line  in  front  of  the  Jones  house  but  the  Second  Division,  Sixth 
Army  Corps.  The  Second  Vermont  liegiment  charged  in  and  cap- 
tured the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  the  Jones  house,  supported  imme- 
diately by  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division.  Seeing  the  enemy 
running  in  all  directions  to  get  out  of  our  way,  I  ordered  the  Second 
Vermont  Regiment  to  charge  and  take  the  Jones  house,  which  was 
gallantly  done.  I  should  state  here  that  one  battalion  of  the  Eleventh 
[First]  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery  joined  my  regiment  (the  Second  Ver- 
mont Volunteers)  and  charged  gallantly  with  it  to  the  house.  Finding 
that  my  regiment  and  the  battalion  of  the  Eleventh  [First]  Vermont 
Heavy  Artillery  were  the  only  troops  that  had  advanced  beyond  the 
works  and  that  we  could  do  no  good  by  remaining  at  the  house,  I  ordered 
my  regiment  back  to  the  earth-works  we  had  captured,  keeping  skirmish- 

'So  recorded  in  regimental  letter-book,  but  Lieutenant-Colouel  Parr  signed  the 
report.     Maj.  James  McGregor  appears  to  have  been  the  next  in  command. 
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ers  out  near  the  house.  Afterward,  finding  that  tlio  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters were  using  the  house  for  a  protection,  I  sent  men  out  with 
orders  to  burn  it,  which  was  immediately  done. 

Many  prisoners  came  in  through  our  lines  as  we  were  advancing,  but 
having  no  men  to  spare  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  knowing  them  to 
be  going  where  there  were  plenty  men  to  take  charge  of  them,  I  felt  no 
inclination  to  stop  my  men  for  that  purpose. 

I  cannot  close  without  reporting  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men 
of  the  Second  Vermont  Eegiment  as  being  gallant,  brave,  and  daring; 
in  short,  such  as  their  previous  history  has  been  during  the  war.  I  can- 
not say  too  much  in  their  praise. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  2  men  killed  and  8  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  TRACY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Second   Vermont  Volunteers. 

Capt.  M.  Barbek, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Jiriyadc. 


No.  12a. 


Report  of  Lievt.  Col.  Horace   W.  Floyd,  Third.  Vermont  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  and  Fourth   Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations  March 


Hdqrs.  Third  and  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers, 

March  JSH,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  during  the  engagement  of  the  25tli  instant: 

In  connection  with  the  other  regiments  in  the  brigade  my  command 
was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  breast- works  and  between 
Forts  Welch  and  Fisher,  as  a  support  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Sixth  Corps,  who  were  then  in  our  front  and  in  the  works 
used  by  our  pickets.  My  orders  were  as  follows:  That  a  signal  for  a 
movement  was  to  be  given  and  that  the  troops  in  our  front  would  then 
move  on  the  enemy's  works,  and  I  was  to  move  forward  and  occupy 
the  works  vacated  by  them.  The  signal  being  given  I  ordered  my 
command  forward,  and  upon  reaching  the  works  where  I  was  to  halt  I 
found  the  troops  had  not  left,  and,  therefore,  instead  of  halting  I  passed 
over  them  and  reached  the  enemy's  works  in  advance  of  any  of  the 
attacking  party,  capturing  all  the  enemy's  pickets  in  my  front.  1  was 
well  supported  by  the  Eleventh  Vermont,  who  reached  the  works 
nearly  as  soon  as  did  my  command.  The  troops  that  wo  passed  came 
up  soon  after  we  had  taken  the  line.  I  was  relieved  about  dark  by  a 
regiment  from  the  Third  Division,  and  my  command  taken  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  rear,  where  I  remained  as  a  support  until  11  p.  m.,  when 
1  was  ordered  to  camj). 

The  casualties  were  few  in  botli  regiments.  The  officers  and  men 
behaved  admirably. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^       ^  H.  W.  FLOYD, 

Commanding  Third  and  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Capt.  M.  Barber, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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So.  123. 

Bcport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bonald  A.  Kennedy,  Fifth   Vermont  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Headquaktees  Fifth  Vekmont  Vbtekan  Volunteeks, 

March  27,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by  the 
Fifth  Regiment  Vermont  Veteran  Volnuteers  o)i  the  25th  instant: 

As  the  brigade  was  massed  before  the  advance  commenced  the  Fifth 
formed  the  left  of  the  third  line.  The  iirst  advance  was  to  the  work 
occupied  by  the  first  line;  the  second  was  to  the  crest,  out  the  left  of 
the  small  work  in  which  were  the  mortars.  After  lying  here  until  5  p. 
m.  we  were  ordered  to  move  to  the  front  and  right  of  the  house  situated 
on  the  old  picket-line  to  await  further  orders.  In  obedience  to  further 
orders  the  regiment  returned  to  camp  at  11  p.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  A.  KENNEDY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  Fifth  Vermont  Veteran  Volunteers. 

Capt.  M.  Baiiber, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  124. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Sumner  H.  Lineoln,  Sixth   Vermont  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Headquaktees  Sixth  Veemont  Vcilunteeks, 

March  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  Vermont  brigade, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  performed  by 
the  Sixth  Vermont  Volunteers  on  the  25th  instant: 

The  regiment,  after  being  under  arms  for  several  hours,  moved  from 
the  rear  of  the  works  in  our  immediate  front,  passing  through  the 
works  at  the  left  of  Fort  Fisher.  After  advancing  by  the  flank  about 
100  yards  I  halted  in  a  ravine  and  in  rear  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Eegiments.  I  moved  forward  from  this  point  on  a  double-quick, 
being  at  the  left  and  on  line  with  the  Third  and  Fourth  Eegiments. 
We  advanced  with  a  good  line  400  yards,  and  halted  in  rear  of  a 
line  of  earth-works.  I  received  orders  not  to  advance  farther,  and 
remained  in  that  position  until  5  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  the 
right  and  front  of  the  Boswell  house,  where  I  remained  until  ordered  to 
(!amp.  The  regiment  Avas  under  fire  for  at  least  five  hours,  yet  we  lost 
but  one  man  Avouuded.  Officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  usual 
gallantry. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LINCOLN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sixth   Vermont  Volunteers. 

Capt.  M.  Barbee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CDAP.LVm.]  THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN  307 

JTo.  125. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Hunsdon,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Headqxtarters  First  Vermont  Artillery, 

March  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  First  Vermont  Artillery  in  the  engagement  of  March  25: 

The  brigade  was  massed  a  little  to  the  left  and  front  of  Fort  Fisher, 
the  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixth  Regiments  in  the  front  line.  The 
Fifth  Regiment  was  next  in  order,  when  I  put  my  command  in  the 
column,  but  was  moved  out,  leaving  my  regiment  second,  the  second 
battalion  in  front,  which,  when  the  charge  began,  was  moved  by  the 
left  flank  to  uncover  the  first  battalion.  The  regiment  then  moved 
forward  to  occupy  the  position  of  the  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixth,  as 
ordered.  I  was  unable  to  halt  the  first  battalion.  The  second  bat- 
talion was  ordered  forward,  and  moved  directly  on  the  enemy's  out- 
works, which  was  carried  in  good  style.  The  first  battalion  became 
detached,  and  in  connection  with  the  Second  Vermont  charged  over  the 
works  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  line  and  carried  the  crest  by  the 
house  (now  burned).  The  colors  of  the  Second  Vermont  were  planted 
just  at  the  left  end  of  the  house;  those  of  the  first  battalion  on  its 
right,  both  regiments  occupying  this  position  at  the  same  time.  Being 
under  a  galling  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  unsupported  on  the  right 
and  left  (being  the  only  troops  that  advanced  thus  far),  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tracy,  tlie  senior  officer  present,  ordered  the  line  to  fall  back 
to  the  works,  Avhich  was  done  in  good  order  and  without  loss,  skir- 
mishers being  left  in  the  advance  pits  commanding  the  house,  and 
remained  until  the  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  the  line. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  both  officers  and  men 
of  the  regiment,  who,  with  hardly  an  exception,  performed  their  duty 
nobly. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  nUNSDON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  First  Vermont  Artillery. 

Capt.  M.  Barber, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  120. 


Rei)ort  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  First 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers, 

April  1,  1865. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  2  p.  m.  on  the  25th 
of  March  ultimo,  by  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Seymour,  command- 
ing the  division,  I  proceeded  to  the  picket-line  of  the  division  in  front 
of  Forts  Fisher  and  Welch,  and  relieved  temporarily  the  division 
officer  of  the  day,  and  assumed  command  of  the  picket-line  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  attack  upon  the  pickets  of  the  enemy.    Our  picket- 
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line  was  composed  of  about  160  men  of  the  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  on 
the  right  and  230  of  the  Tenth  Vermont  on  the  left,  tlie  whole  line  being 
nearly  one  mile  in  length,  with  open  ground  on  the  right  half,  while 
the  left  portion  of  the  line  was  immediately  in  rear  of  a  narrow  belt  of 
woods.  The  picket-line  of  the  enemy  was  strongly  intrenched  behind 
earth-works  and  at  an  average  distance  of  300  yards.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-second  and  One  hundred  and  tenth  Regiments  of 
Ohio  Volunteers  were  also  placed  under  my  command  us  a  supi)orting 
column,  and  were  formed  100  yards  in  rear  of  the  right  center  of  the 
picket-line.  At  3  o'clock  the  order  for  advance  was  given,  when  the 
whole  line  moved  forward  at  a  double-quick,  the  two  Ohio  regiments 
above-named  moving  at  the  same  time.  At  several  points  the  position 
of  the  enemy  was  reached,  but  they  delivered  so  severe  a  musketry  tire 
from  their  breast-works,  their  forts,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear,  open- 
ing on  us  at  the  same  time  with  artillery,  that  we  were  finally  compelled 
to  retire,  which  we  did  in  good  order,  to  the  original  line.  Preparations 
were  tlien  made  for  a  second  charge.  The  right  portion  of  the  picket- 
line  was  strengthened  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  and  One 
hundred  and  tenth  Ohio Kegiments  and  theSixty-seventh  Pennsylvania, 
Sixth  Maryland,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  One  hundred 
and  twenty- sixth  Ohio  Eegimcnts  were  formed  in  rear  as  a  supporting 
column,  the  whole  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Brevet  Biigadier- 
General  Keifer.  On  this  charge  1  took  command  of  the  left  portion  of 
the  picket-line,  composed  of  230  men  of  my  own  regiment  (the  Tenth 
Verniont).  .^t  about  4  p.  m.,  at  a  given  signal,  the  whole  line,  together 
with  the  supporting  column,  advanced  and  carried  the  intrenched  works 
of  the  enemy,  capturing  nearly  the  entire  picket  force  on  our  front, 
and  held  their  intrenched  line. 

On  this  second  charge  my  regiinent  captured  160  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  several  oificers.  The  casualties  in  the  Tenth  Vermont  were 
2  enlisted  men  killed  and  4  wounded.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
casualties  which  occurred  in  the  other  regiments  engaged  in  the  attack. 

At  about  sunset  on  the  same  afternoon,  by  direction  of  General  Sey- 
mour, I  proceeded  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  picket-line  of  tlie  division 
with  a  section  of  the  Third  New  York  Independent  Battery,  under 
charge  of  Lieut.  George  P.  Fitzgerald,  and  150  men  of  the  Fifth 
Vermont,  under  command  of  Major  Cole,  of  that  regiment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dislodging  a  body  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  were  in 
and  about  a  house  situated  on  t^he  rebel  picket-line  and  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  rifle-pits  captured  by  us,  from  which  position  they  were 
enabled  to  annoy  our  men  by  an  enfilading  fire.  This  section  of  artillery 
was  placed  in  position  on  an  oiien  piece  of  ground  at  about  600  yards  from 
the  house  above-named,  and  opened  fire  with  both  solid  shot  and  shell, 
riddling  the  house  and  driving  everything  from  it.  Immediately  on  the 
left  of  this  house,  however,  in  the  woods,  was  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy,  then  severely  engaged  with  the  Second  Corps.  A  brigade  of 
the  Second  Corps  was  in  line  of  battle  on  tlie  open  ground  where  this 
section  of  artillery  was  posted,  the  commanding  otilcer  of  wliidi  declined 
to  move  his  troops  to  occupy  the  house,  upon  my  application,  stating 
that  if  they  moved  they  would  probably  be  attacked  by  a  superior 
force  from  the  left  flank  and  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  deemed  it  imprudent,  without  further  advice,  to  attempt 
to  take  and  hold  the  position  with  the  small  force  under  my  command. 
Major  Cole  and  Lieutenant  Fitzgerald  were  theretbre  directed  to  report 
back  to  their  commands. 
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Although  subjected  to  both  musketry  fire  and  artillery,  which  opened 
from  the  enemy's  main  line,  Lieutenant  Fitzgerald  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly, and  worked  his  guns  in  the  most  admirable  manner. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  B.  DAMON, 
TAeiitcnarit-Colonel  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Hvt.  Maj.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  A<ljt.  Geh.,  Third  Dumion,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


No.  127. 

Report  of  livt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  35. 

llDtiRs.  Second  ]5kig..  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Burl-evillc,  Va.,  April  1(1, 1865. 

Ma.tor:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  on  the  25th  of  March,  ISCif),  in  the  charge 
ui)()n  and  capture  of  the  enemy's  intrenched  picket-line  near  Forts 
Fisher  and  Welch,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Vii.: 

This  brigade,  save  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  occupied  the  line  of  works  including  Forts  Fisher,  Welch, 
and  Gregg,  and  was  situated  about  three-(juarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
enemy's  fortifications.  The  enemy's  picket-liue  was  strongly  intrenched 
and  manned  by  an  unusually  large  number  of  men.  About  1  p.  m.  of 
the  25th  ultimo  I  received  an  order  from  lU'ig.  Gen.  T.  Seymour,  com- 
manding division,  to  send  two  regiments  to  supjiort  our  picket-line  in 
an  attack  upon  the  picket-line  of  the  enemy.  I  accordingly  ordered 
the  One  hundred  and  tenth  and  One  liundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio 
Regiments,  commanded  respectively  by  Bvt.  Ool.  0. 11.  Binkley  and 
Lient.  Gol.  C.  M.  Gornyn,  to  move  outside  the  works  for  the  purpose 
ordered.  Colonel  Binkley  was  directed  to  talcc  command  of  both  regi- 
ments. The  picket  of  our  division  was  com])osed  of  troops  from  the 
Tenth  Vermont  and  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Kegiments,  of  the  First 
Brigade.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  had 
been  charged  with  the  movement  of  the  picket.  The  attack  was  made, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  the  pickets  failed  to  advance.  The  two  Ohio 
regiments  moved  forward,  but  being  unsupported  on  either  flank  they 
halted  before  reaching  the  enemy's  line,  and  subsequently  retired  to 
our  own  intrenched  line.  Both  regiments  met  with  considerable  loss. 
Orders  were  then  received  by  me  to  take  charge  of  the  troops  and  make 
the  desired  capture.  I  at  once  moved  out  the  Sixty  seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment,  one  battalion  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
portions  of  the  Sixth  Maryland  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Ohio  Regiments,  and  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  pushed  them 
forward  to  our  intrenched  line,  preparatory  to  making  tlic  charge. 

About  3  p.  m.,  at  a  given  signal,  the  troops  charged,  and  without 
halting  to  fire  passed  over  the  enemy's  lines,  capturing  over  200  pris- 
oners. In  the  last  charge  the  picket  line  from  the  Tenth  Vermont 
went  forward  in  good  style. 

Col.  B.  F.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Bvt.  Col.  O. 
H.  Binkley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  Lieut.  Cols.  C,  M.  Cornyn, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio,  and  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth 
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New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  Maj.  C.  K.  Prentiss,  Sixth  Maryland, 
led  their  men  with  great  gallantry.  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Aaron  Spangler, 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  received  a  severe  wound  in 
the  leg  while  gallantly  urging  the  men  forward  in  the  last  charge. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont,  did  his  duty  nobly.  Capt, 
Simon  Dickerhoof,  One  hundred  and  thirty -eighth  Pennsylvania,  who 
was  division  oflficer  of  the  day  at  that  time,  also  showed  great  coolness 
and  gallantry. 

Notwithstanding  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns  was 
concentrated  upon  the  troops  the  captured  line  was  held.  It  subse- 
quently proved  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  corps  by  enabling  troops 
to  be  formed  behind  it  for  an  assault  upon  the  enemy's  main  works. 

Copies  of  regimental  reports  are  herewith  transmitted. 

A  summary  of  casualties  is  hereto  appended. 

I  am,  major,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  WAKREN  KEIFER, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Bvt.  Maj.  O.  V.  Tracy, 
Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.. 


Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


Numerical  lint  of  casualties  in  Second  Brioade,   Third  Divisioti,  Sixth  Army   Corps, 

March  25,  ISGo. 
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No.  128. 

Report  of  lAcut.  Col.  Joseph  C.  Hill,  Sixth  Marylarid  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Regiment  Maryland  Volunteers, 

April  16,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  the  absence  of  Maj.  C.  K.  Prentiss,  who  was  at  that 
time  ill  command  of  the  regiment,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  command  on  the  25th  ultimo: 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  command  was  aroused  by  heavy  tir- 
ing on  the  right  of  our  line,  held  by  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  command  was 
immediately  formed  and  moved  into  the  works,  Companies  A,  G,  I, 
and  K  being  detached  to  garrison  Fort  Gregg,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Capt.  John  J.  Bradshaw.  We  remained  in  our  works 
under  arms  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the  command  (less  the  fort  garri- 
son) filed  out  of  the  works  formerly  occupied  by  our  picket-line  and 
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formed  liue  of  battle.  The  line  thus  formed  consisted  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  the  Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers.  The  signal  to  move 
forward  was  the  waving  of  the  brigade  flag  from  the  parapets' of  Port 
Fisher.  At  the  given  signal  the  line  moved  forward,  and,  with  a  shout 
of  victory,  we  entered  and  occupied  the  enemy's  works,  Color-Sergt. 
Robert  Spence,  Company  B,  being  the  first  man  in  the  works,  and 
planted  our  starry  banner  thereon,  shortly  after  which  he  was  wounded 
in  the  neck  by  a  bullet  from  tlie  enemy,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  is  doing 
well  at  present  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  recover. 

Great  praise  is  due  Maj.  0.  K.  Prentiss  for  distinguished  bravery  on 
this  occasion,  he  being  one  among  the  first  officers  to  enter  the  enemy's 
works. 

In  this  engagement  we  lost  in  killed  one  man  (First  Sergt.  Michael 
Hallorn,  Company  E,  a  brave  and  meritorious  soldier).  We  lost  in 
wounded  four  enlisted  men. 

I  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  following-named  officers 
and  soldiers  who  distinguished  themselves  for  bravery  on  that  occasion : 
Maj.  C.  K.  Prentiss,  First  Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Angel,  First  Lieut.  Fred- 
erick K.  Bryan,  for  being  the  first  officers  in  the  enemy's  works.  Color- 
Sergt.  Kobert  Spence,  Color-Corpl.  William  J.  Brown,  for  planting  the 
first  colors  on  the  enemy's  works.  Sergt.  John  E.Bnftington,  Company 
C;  First  Sergt.  Whitfield  Stan sbury.  Company  C;  Corpl.  Jonas  Frock, 
Company  C,  for  dashing  ahead  of  the  line  over  the  works  mid  demand- 
ing the  surrender  of  a  number  of  rebels,  and  bringing  them  in  as  pris- 
oners of  war.  Sergt.  Maj.  Frederick  Boltze,  for  encouraging  and  rally- 
ing the  men.  Private  Elisha  L.  Kirk,  Company  B,  for  cai)turiiig  and 
bringing  in  a  number  of  prisoners.  Corpl.  Christopher  C.  McCuUough, 
Company  B;  Private  Marion  Gillespie,  Company B ;  Corpl.  Amos  Davis, 
Company  H ;  Private  George  Damuth,  Company  D ;  Private  Cyrus  P. 
Willhide,  Company  D,  for  volunteering  to  advance  and  occupy  rebel 
sharpshooters'  pits  in  our  front,  thereby  preventing  them  from  leaving 
their  main  line  of  works  and  forming  a  skirmish  liue  in  our  front  uirtil 
after  dark. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  the  Sixth  Eegiment  Maryland 
Volunteers  on  that  occasion  acquitted  herself  with  honor  to  her  com- 
mand, honor  to  her  State  and  to  her  country  at  large. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectttdly,  your  obedient 
servant,  J-  C.  HILL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Gomdg.  Sixth  Regiment  Maryland  Volunteers. 

Capt.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade. 


JSTo.  129. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, of  operations  March  25. 

Headquabtees  Ninth  New  York  Artillery, 

April  16, 1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  to  be  the  part  taken  by  the 
Ninlli  New  York  Artillery  in  the  assault  upon  the  enemy's  picket-line 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  March  25, 18G5: 

Two  battalions  of  tlie  regiment  were  sent  into  Fort  Fisher  to  repel 
any  attack  in  case  we  should  be  driven  back  to  our  main  works.  The 
other  battalion  was  formed  in  line  in  rear  of  our  picket-line.    We 
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advanced  iu  good  order,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  to  our  picket- 
line,  where  we  halted  for  about  thirty  minutes,  when  at  a  given  signal 
we  charged  across  a  deep  marsh  or  swamp.  The  battalion  occupying  the 
extreme  left  of  the  line,  being  some  [what]  farther  from  the  enemy's 
line  than  the  other  portions  of  the  line,  did  not  reach  it  as  soon  as  the 
other  parts,  but  we  Avere  not  far  behind,  capturing  the  rebel  pickets  in 
our  front. 

Sergt.  Cornelius  Flannery,  Company  I,  particularly  distinguished 
himself  in  tlie  assault  by  his  bravery ;  Capts.  Chauncey  Fish  and  Henry 
J.  lihodes  (the  latter  having  been  wounded,  but  would  not  leave  the 
held)  deserve  great  credit  for  their  gallantry,  and  for  their  exertions  in 
urging  the  men  forward  to  the  assnult. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  SNYDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  "W.  L.  SiiAW, 

Actin(j  Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  i;iO. 


Report  of  Brt.  Col.  Otho  H.  BinMcy,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infan- 
try, of  operations  March  25. 

Headquaetees  110th  Ohio  Voluntekes, 

April  16,  1865. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's  picket-line,  March 
25,1865: 

On  the  25th,  at  about  1  p.  m.,  the  picket-line  in  front  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Damon,  of  the 
Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  received  orders  to  attack  and  carry  the  rebel 
picket-line  in  front.  The  One  hundred  and  tenth  and  One  hundred 
and  twenty  second  Ohio  liegiments,  under  my  command,  were  sent  out 
as  a  support,  with  instructions  that  if  the  picket-line  failed  to  take  that 
of  the  enemy  the  two  regiments  should  advance  and  take  it.  When  the 
order  was  given  for  the  ])icket-line  to  advance,  only  a  portion  of  it  went 
forward,  and  the  line  was  not  taken.  I  then  ordered  the  two  regiments 
forward  on  the  double  (juick  with  bayonets  fixed,  and  would  have  car- 
ried the  enejuy's  line,  which  was  strongly  fortified,  but  when  we  had 
gotten  within  about  150  yards  of  the  works  tlie  shortness  of  our  line 
exposed  us  to  a  severe  flank  fire,  and  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  a 
few  rods  to  a  line  of  rifle-pits.  Other  troops  of  the  brigade  were  then 
sent  out  by  Oeneral  Keifer  and  formed  on  our  right  and  left,  making 
the  line  nuuih  longer,  which  had  the  effect  to  draw  the  fire  from  our 
flanks.  Another  charge  was  then  made  under  a  destructive  fire,  and 
the  enemy's  lines  taken,  with  nearly  all  their  pickets,  most  of  whom 
threw  down  their  arms  and  surrendered.  Tlie  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Regiment  in  the  assault  had  4  enlisted  men  killed  and  Ki  wounded. 

IJrevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spangler  was  severely  wounded  through 
the  thigh. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  BINKLEY, 
Brevet  Colonel  110th  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  William  L.  Shaw, 

Acttj,  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Sixth  Atmy  Corps. 
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No.  131. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  31.  Cornyn,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sec- 
ond Ohio  Infantry^  of  operations  March  2S. 

Ueadquarteiis  122d  Ohio  Volunteers, 

April  16, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  of  March  last 
I  received  orders  to  have  luy  regiment  fall  in  and  niarcli  out  in  rear  of 
the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Binliley,  and  form  line  on  their  right,  in  rear  of  the  reserve 
jricket-post  of  the  Third  Division,  ^ixth  Army  Corps,  which  was  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  camps  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  that  division, 
and  within  gunshot  of  the  enemy's  picket-line.  Arriving  there  with 
my  regiment  in  heavy  marching  order,  I  learned  that  these  regiments 
were  to  charge  the  enemy's  picket-lines.  I  had  my  men  unsling  knap- 
sacks and  pile  them  on  the  field  and  i)re[)are  for  the  charge,  with 
bayonets  fixed.  The  ground  over  which  we  had  to  charge  was  marshy, 
and  covered  with  brush,  Avhich  impeded  much  the  rapidity  of  the 
advance.  Eeceiving  the  order  from  Colonel  Biukley  to  forward,  march, 
a  triumphant  shout  Aveut  up  from  the  whole  line,  and  all  started  on 
the  double-quick  for  the  enemy's  works,  from  beliiud  which  heavy  vol- 
leys of  musketry  were  poured  into  the  line  as  it  advanced.  Arriving  at 
a  point  over  half  way  between  our  and  the  -jnemy's  picket-line,  a  check 
was  given  to  the  advance  by  the  increased  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  the 
opening  of  their  artillery,  and  an  immediate  fall-back  took  place.  Many 
soldiers,  securing  themselves  as  well  as  possible  behind  stumps  and 
other  obstructions,  remained  in  their  advanced  positions  rather  than 
expose  themselves  to  the  enemy's  fire  in  endeavoring  to  get  to  the  rear. 
Being  reorganized  after  the  fallback,  we  were  re-enforced  by  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Ninth  New  York, 
Sixth  Maryland,  and  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania;  formed  for  the  sec- 
ond charge,  which  Avas  to  commence  the  advance  at  the  waving  of  the 
Second  Brigade  Jiag  from  the  reserve  post.  At  the  given  signal  all 
started  Avith  a  yell,  fully  determined  this  time  to  go  tlnongh,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  nntural  obstructions  could  or  did  impede  our  advance,  and 
I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  were  the  second  planted  on 
the  -enemy's  works;  this,  considering  the  ground  over  whicli  Ave 
charged,  is  creditable  to  the  color  bearer  of  this  regiment  (Sergt.  Peter 
Mast). 

A  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  forwarded.* 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  did  their  parts  nobly,  and 
maintained  their  character  as  good  soldiers  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Thud  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
liespectfully,  yours, 

C.  M.  COKNYN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  123d  Ohio   Volunteer  Infantry. 

[Capt.  William  L.  Shaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


'  Shows  1  mau  killed  anil  23  uieu  wouutled. 
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No.  132. 

Rejiort  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas   W.  McKinnie,  One  hundred  and  twenty 
sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

*  Headquaetees  12Cth  Omo  Volunteers, 

April  17,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  respectfully  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  picket-line  on 
the  25th  ultimo : 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  ultimo  the  regiment  was 
placed  under  arms  in  the  trenches  and  remained  thus  until  12  m.  The 
regiment,  except  two  oflfieers  and  100  men  left  to  garrison  Fort  Welch, 
was  ordered  tlu-ough  the  works  and  passed  to  the  reserve  picket-line 
post,  where  it  halted.  About  1  p.  m.  orders  were  received  to  move 
out  to  the  picket-line  and  take  x)Osition  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Mary- 
land Volunteers,  which  was  to  precede  this  regiment  in  gaining  this 
position.  This  was  accomplished  by  moving  by  the  flank  to  within 
100  yards  of  the  picket-line,  coming  to  a  front,  and  moving  directly  for- 
ward under  a  vigorous  fire  from  the  enemy's  picket-line.  After  remain 
ing  in  this  position  about  half  an  liour,  the  assault,  upon  the  signal 
being  given,  was  made  with  great  promptness.  The  regiment  leaped 
over  our  intrenched  picket-line  and  rushed  upon  the  rebel  line  under  a 
heavy  line  of  musketry,  capturing  almost  all  of  the  enemy's  pickets  in 
our  front.  Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  one  enlisted  man  killed  by 
one  of  our  own  shells  and  four  enlisted  men  wounded.  The  behavior 
of  the  otticers  and  men  on  this  occasion  could  not  have  been  better. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  McKINNIE, 
Lieutoiant- Colonel,  Confmanding. 
Capt.  William  L.  Shaw, 

AetUiij  Assistant  Afljvtant-Gcncral. 


No.  133. 


Report  of  Maj.  William  6.  Williams,  One  hundred  and  ticentysixth 
Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Sixty -seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  March  25. 

IIdqes.  Sixty-seventh  Eegt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

April  10,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  the 
part  in  which  the  Sixty-seventli  liegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
was  engaged  on  the  25th  ultimo: 

The  regiment  formed  the  line  of  battle  about  twenty-flve  yards  in 
rear  of  the  Sixth  Maryland  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  who  formed  the  front  line  of  battle.  The  regiment  was 
ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's  picket-line  at  the  same  time  as  the  pre- 
ceding regiments.  It  being  the  first  time  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
regiment  had  ever  been  under  lire,  they  were  somewhat  confused  for  a 
moment,  as  the  enemy  had  a  very  strong  picket-line  aTid  my  regiment 
had  to  advance  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  from  the  enemy. 

Sergt.  William  A.  Eager,  of  Company  E,  who  carried  the  national 
colors,  made  himself  conspicuous  in  this  engagement;  the  flag-staff  was 
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half  shot  off  close  to  his  left  hand  and  twenty-two  balls  passed  through 
the  colors,  but  the  sergeant  planted  his  flag  on  the  light  works  which 
the  enemy  had  thrown  up  quite  as  soon  as  color-sergeants  of  the  regi- 
ments preceding  him. 

Out  of  511  in  this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  2  killed  and  11 
wounded. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  WILLIAMS, 
Major  126th  Ohio  Vols.,  Comdg.  07th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Capt.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  Dir.,  Olh  Army  Gorpn. 


No.  134. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parlce,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  of  operations  February  6-7  and  March  35'. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

February  14, 1865. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  corps  during  the  movement  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th 
instant: 

At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  received  the  circular  order 
from,  headquarters  of  the  army,  directing  me  to  hold  my  command 
"in  readiness  to  move  at  short  notice,  anticipating  that  the  movement 
to  be  ordered  will  consist  of  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  troops,  except 
the  minimum  number  necessary  to  maintain  the  picket-line  and  the  gar- 
rison of  the  works." 

At  this  time  our  front  extended  from  the  Appomattox  to  Battery 
24,  and  was  held  by  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  with  the 
Third  Division  in  reserve.  All  the  preparations  were  at  once  made 
for  the  movement.  At  1.45  p.  m.  of  the  5th  I  received  an  order  to  send 
General  Hartranft's  division  (the  Third)  down  the  Yaughan  road  to 
report  to  Major-General  Humphreys  at  Hatcher's  Euu.  General  Hart- 
ranft  moved  his  division  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  reported  to  Major- 
General  Humphreys  at  8  p.  m.  General  Hartranft's  report  is  forwarded 
herewith .  In  compliance  with  instructions  Colonel  Brainerd,  command- 
ing Engineer  Brigade,  at  City  Point,  reported  to  me  with  his  command 
during  the  evening  of  the  5th,  and  Avas  posted  as  a  reserve  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Avery  house.  On  the  following  day  this  brigade  was  moved 
to  the  left  and  directed  to  report  to  Major-General  (ietty,  commanding 
Sixth  Corps. 

The  Third  Division,  General  Hartranft  commanding,  returned  dur- 
ing the  night  of  the  10th  and  took  up  their  old  position.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  the  divisions  holding  the  front  lines  were  extended  to 
the  left  as  far  as  Fort  Howard,  and  are  now  holding  the  line  from  the 
Appomattox  to  that  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 

General:  The  enemy  attacked  my  front  this  morning  at  about  4.30, 
with  three  divisions,  under  command  of  General  Gordon.  By  a  sud- 
den rush  they  seized  tlie  line  held  by  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  the  right  of  Fort  Stedman,  wheeled,  and  over- 
powering the  garrison,  took  possession  of  the  fort.  They  established 
themselves  on  the  hill,  turning  our  guns  upon  us.  Our  troops  on  either 
flank  stood  firm.  Soon  after  a  determined  attack  was  made  on  Fort 
Haskell,  held  by  i)art  of  McLaughleu's  brigade,  Willcox's  division,  and 
was  repulsed  with  great  loss  to  the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade,  of 
Hartranft's  division,  held  in  reserve,  was  brought  up,  and  a  check  given 
to  any  farther  advance.  One  or  two  attempts  to  retake  the  hill  were 
made,  and  were  only  temporarily  successful  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  when  a  charge  was  made  by  that  brigade,  aided  by 
the  troops  of  the  First  Division  on  either  flank,  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  out  of  the  fort  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  prisoners,  estimated 
at  about  1,600;  2  biittle-flags  have  also  been  brought  in.  The  enemy 
also  lost  heavily  in  killed  outside  of  our  lines.  The  whole  line  was 
immediately  reoccupied,  and  the  guns  retaken  uuiujured. 

I  regret  to  add  that  (xeneral  McLaughlen  was  captured  in  Fort  Sted- 
man.   Our  loss  was  otherwise  not  heavy. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  General  llartranft  for  the  skill  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  handling  his  division,  which  behaved  with  great  spirit  in 
this  its  first  engagement. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Clmf  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  30,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  in  the  action  of  March  25  ultimo: 

The  line  held  by  this  corps  extended  from  the  Appomattox  on  the 
right,  with  pickets  stretching  some  three  miles  down  tlie  river,  to  Fort 
Howard  on  the  left,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles.  The  line  was 
occupied  by  the  First  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox  command- 
ing, extending  from  the  Appomattox  to  Fort  Meikel,  and  the  Second 
Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  B.  Potter  commanding,  extending  from 
Fort  Meikel  to  Fort  Howard.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F. 
Hartranft  commanding,  was  held  in  reserve,  its  right  regiment  being 
posted  near  the  Dunn  House  Battery,  and  its  left  regiment  between 
Forts  Hays  and  Howard.  The  intreuchments  held  by  Willcox's  divis- 
ion and  the  First  Brigade  of  Potter's,  were  very  nearly  as  placed  when 
tlie  positions  were  originally  gained  by  our  troops,  under  fire,  and  in  so 
close  proximity  to  the  euemy  that  the  work  was  necessarily  very  defect- 
ive. Tliis  was  especially  the  case  with  Fort  Stedman,  where  our  line 
crossed  the  Prince  George  Court-House  road.  This  is  a  small  work 
without  bastions,  with  Battery  No.  10  immediately  adjoining,  the  bat- 
tery open  in  the  rear,  and  the  ground  in  rear  of  the  fort  nearly  as  high 
as  its  parapet.  The  op])08iug  lines  are  here  about  150  yards  apart,  the 
picket-lines  about  fifty  yards.  This  portion  of  the  line  was  held  by  the 
Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  McLaughlen  com- 
manding. 
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About  4.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March  25  last,  the  enemy 
assaulted  this  front  with  Gordon's  corps,  re-enforced  by  Bushrod 
Johnson's  division.  At  4  a.  m.  the  picket-line  had  been  visited  by  the 
captain  of  the  picket,  who  found  the  men  on  the  alert  and  discovered 
no  signs  of  movement  by  the  enemy.  Taking  advantage  of  the  order 
allowing  deserters  to  bring  their  arms  with  them,  the  enemy  sent  for- 
ward squads  of  pretended  deserters,  who,  by  this  ruse,  gained  possession 
of  several  of  the  picket-posts.  They  were  closely  followed  by  a  strong 
storming  party  of  picked  men;  this,  by  three  heavy  columns.  The 
picket-line  was  overpowered  after  one  discharge  of  their  pieces.  The 
trench  guard,  though  stoutly  resisting,  was  unable  to  withstand  the 
rush  of  numbers,  and  the  main  line  was  broken  between  Batteries  9 
and  10,  near  No.  10.  The  enemy  turned  to  the  right  and  left  hand,  the 
right  column  soon  gaining  Battery  10,  which  is  open  in  the  rear,  thus 
acquiring  great  advantage  for  an  assault  on  Fort  Stedman. 

The  garrison  of  Stedman,  consisting  of  a  battalion  of  the  Fourteenth 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Major  llandall,  made  a  spirited 
resistance,  but  being  attacked  in  front,  tlank,  and  rear,  was  overpow- 
ered and  most  of  it  captured.  The  artillery  in  the  f<trt,  consisting  ot 
four  light  12's,  discharged  a  dozen  rounds  of  canister  before  being 
taken.  These  guns,  as  Avell  as  those  in  Battery  10,  were  at  once 
turned  upon  us.  The  enemy  then  pushed  gradually  along  the  lines 
toward  Fort  Haskell,  driving  out  the  troops  holding  Batteries  11 
and  12,  neither  of  which  are  inclosed  works.  It  was  still  quite  dark, 
which  circumstance  greatly  augmented  the  difficulty  of  formation 
to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  it  being  almost  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish between  friend  and  foe,  and  made  the  use  of  artillery  upon 
them  impracticable  at  any  distance.  At  the  first  alarm  General 
McLaughlen  sent  members  of  his  staff  to  the  various  positions  on  his 
front,  and  himself  proceeded  to  Fort  Haskell,  thence  along  the  line  to 
Stedman.  He  found  that  our  troops  had  been  driven  from  Battery 
11.  He  directed  Mortar  Battery  12  to  open  on  it,  and  sent  for  the 
Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts,  and  on  its  arrival  recaptured  Battery  J 1 
by  a  bayonet  charge.  He  then  proceeded  to  Fort  Stedman  and  was 
there  taken  prisoner. 

As  soon  as  it  became  evident  at  my  headquarters  that  the  enemy 
were  attacking,  I  dispatched  aides-de-camp  to  communicate  with  Gen- 
erals Willcox  and  McLaughlen,  ordered  General  Hartrauft  to  concen- 
trate his  right  brigade  and  re-enforce  General  Willcox,  and  ordered 
General  Tidball,  chief  of  artillery,  to  place  his  reserve  batteries  in 
position  on  the  hills  in  rear  of  tlie  point  attacked.  On  receiving  a 
rei)ort  from  General  Willcox  and  from  members  of  my  own  staff  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  I  ordered  up  Geieral  Hartranft's  other  brigade,  informed 
General  Willcox  that  he  would  be  re-enforced  by  the  Third  Division, 
and  directed  him  to  at  once  reoccupy  the  works  taken.  General  Hart- 
rauft concentrated  his  division  with  commeiidable  promptitude,  his  left 
regiment  having  to  move  a  distance  of  five  miles,  he  in  the  meantime 
])romptly  and  gallantly  attacking  witli  a  regiment  of  his  right  brigade, 
the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania,  assisted  by  detachments  from 
McLaughlen's  and  Ely's  brigades,  of  Willcox's  division,  checking  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  who  were  advancing  toward  Meade's  Station,  and 
driving  them  back  to  the  line  of  works. 

The  column  of  the  enemy  which  turned  to  the  left  hand  after  enter- 
ing our  line,  proceeded  along  the  trenches  in  the  direction  of  Battery 
No.  9,  taking  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  in  flank  and  rear,  and 
driving  them  from  the  trenches.    The  left  of  the  Second  Michigan,  the 
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left  regiment  of  Ely's  brigade,  of  Willcox's  division,  was  also  somewhat 
broken,  but  the  regiment  promptly  rallied,  and  fought  the  enemy  over 
the  traverses  so  stoutly  that  time  was  gained  to  bring  up  re-enforce- 
ments from  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  form  a  strong  line  perpendic- 
ular to  the  intrenchments,  with  right  resting  near  Battery  9.  This  line 
of  troops,  assisted  by  the  artillery  from  No.  9,  No.  5,  and  McGilvery, 
repulsed  with  loss  a  Jieavy  assault  on  Battery  9,  and  stopj)ed  all  farther 
advance  of  the  enemy  iu  that  directibn.  The  picket-line  was  held  up 
to  a  point  to  the  left  of  Battery  9  throughout  the  engagement. 

The  rebel  column  which  moved  from  Fort  Stedman  toward  Fort  Has- 
kell met  no  better  success.  It  gained  temporary  possession  of  Mortar 
Batteries  11 '  and  12,  but  the  garrisons  of  those  works,  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Massachusetts  and  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania,  quickly  rallied 
on  the  left,  and  formed  in  conjunction  with  troops  withdrawn  from  his 
left  by  Colonel  Harriman,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Willcox's  divis- 
ion, a  line  perpendicular  to  the  intrenchments,  connecting  on  their 
right  with  Hartranft's  troops  and  with  left  resting  near  Fort  Haskell, 
checking  all  farther  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  slowly  driving  him 
back.  He  made  several  desperate  assaults  on  Fort  Haskell,  but  was 
bloodily  repulsed. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  the  position  of  affairs  was  this:  We  had  regained  Bat- 
teries 11  and  12,  and  had  drawn  a  cordon  of  troops  around  Fort  Sted- 
man and  Battery  10,  forcing  the  masses  of  the  enemy  back  into  those 
works  where  they  were  exposed  to,  and  suffered  greatly  from,  a  concen- 
trated fire  from  all  the  artillery  in  position  bearing  on  those  points  and 
the  reserve  batteries  on  tlie  hill  in  rear.  This  cordon  was  composed 
of  Hartranft's  division,  with  regiments  from  McLaughlen's  and  Ely's 
brigades  on  either  Hank. 

General  Hartranft,  to  whom  I  had  confided  the  task  of  recapturing 
the  fort,  made  his  dispositions  witli  great  coolness  and  skill,  and  at 
about  7.45  a.  m.  advanced  his  whole  line.  His  troops,  the  vast  majority 
of  them  new  men,  for  the  first  time  under  fire,  charged  with  great 
spirit  and  resolution,  the  veterans  on  the  flanks  behaving  with  their 
accustomed  gallantry,  and  carried  tlie  fort  with  comparatively  small 
loss.  The  cross  infantry  and  artillery  fire  upon  the  space  between  the 
opposing  lines  deterred  many  of  the  enemy  from  attempting  to  escape, 
and  caused  severe  loss  among  those  who  made  the  trial.  Nineteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  prisoners,  including  seventy-one  commissioned  offi- 
cers, nine  stand  of  colors,  and  many  small-arms,  fell  into  our  hands. 
The  whole  hue  taken  from  us  was  at  once  reoccupied,  and  all  damage 
repaired  during  the  following  night.     We  lost  no  guns  or  colors. 

I  reported  the  state  of  affairs  to  army  headquarters,  by  telegraphic 
dispatches  to  Brevet  Major-General  Webb,  chief  of  staff,  at  5.30,  5.40, 
5.45,  and  1 6.05  a.  m.,  but  received  no  reply  until  the  following,  at  6.10, 
from  Colonel  Barstow,  assistant  adjutant-general : 

General  Meade  is  uot  here  and  the  coiumand  devolves  on  you. 

S.  F.  BARSTOW. 

This  was  the  first  intimation  I  liad  of  General  Meade's  absence  and 
that  1  was  in  command  of  the  whole  line. 

It  was  reported  to  me  that  telegraphic  communication  with  City  Point 
was  interrupted,  and  I  at  once  dispatched  a  courier  thither  to  announce 
the  state  of  affairs  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  Major-General 
Meade.  At  6.20  I  ordered  down  the  Provisional  Brigade  from  army 
headquarters,  directed  General  Warren  to  move  his  command  in  my 
direction,  and  General  Wright  to  move  a  division  to  the  threatened 
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point.  I  would  state  that  I  had  ])reviously  received  prompt  and  (;ordial 
tenders  of  aid,  both  of  infantry  and  held  artillery,  from  the  command- 
ers of  the  several  corps. 

I  soon  after  received  tbe  following  dispatches  from  Generals  Hum- 
phreys and  Wright : 

I  ordered  ont  reronnaissjinces  hoiuc  time  ago.  Shall  I  drive  lu  the  enemy's  pickets 
all  along  my  line,  and  if  I  find  his  -woijis  slightly  held,  attack  him? 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General. 

As  the  enemy  must  have  massed  on  right  of  our  line,  they  must  have  left  their  own 
line  weak.     How  would  it  do  for  ns  to  attack  along  the  whole  length  of  our  linet 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 

While  fully  appreciating  the  earnest  and  hearty  support,  and  the 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  evinced  by  these  dispatches, 
I  did  not  deem  it  advisable,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  under 
which  I  was  in  temporary  command  of  the  army,  to  take  the  resixm- 
sibility  of  ordering  these  officers  in,  at  least  until  the  state  of  afiairs  in 
Willcox's  front  should  be  more  fully  developed.  The  line  was  reoccu- 
pied  by  us  not  long  after,  and  about  that  time  telegraphic  communica- 
tion was  re-established  with  City  Point,  when  dispatches  and  orders  were 
received  from  the  major-general  commanding.  On  receipt  of  my  orders 
of  6.20  a.  m.  General  Wright  ordered  down  the  division  of  General 
Wheaton,  who  moved  with  promptitude,  but  about  the  time  he  arrived 
at  my  headquarters,  and  while  his  and  General  Wright's  staff  officers 
were  examining  the  position  he  was  to  occupy,  the  line  was  retaken  by 
General  Hartranft,  and  I  had  no  occasion  to  use  the  troops  of  the  Sixth  , 
Corps.  But  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  alacrity  and 
willingness  displayed  by  General  Wheaton  and  his  command. 

Among  the  many  officers  of  my  command  who  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  behavior  in  this  action,  I  must  particularly  mention 
General  Hartranft,  to  whom  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  the 
skill  in  handling  his  division  and  gallantry  in  leading  it  displayed  by 
him;  and  General  Tidball,  chief  of  artillery,  for  his  promptitude  and 
good  judgment  in  bringing  up  and  placing  his  batteries,  and  for  the 
exceedingly  effective  and  gallant  service  done  by  them  and  the  artil- 
lery in  position. 

My  own  staff  did  me  efficient  service  throughout  the  action,  and  I 
would  honorably. mention  for  activity  and  gallantry  Bvt.  Col.  C.  G. 
Loring,  assistant  inspector- general;  Bvt.  Col.  J.  L.  Van  Buren,  aide- 
de-camp;  Bvt.  Maj.  D.  A.  Pell,  aide-de-camp;  Bvt.  Maj.  J.  B.Parke, 
aide-de  camp;  Capt.  11.  H.  I.  Goddard,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  James  S. 
Casey,  commissary  of  musters,  and  Capt.  John  C.  Youngman,  assistant 
adjutant-general.  Colonel  Loring,  Colonel  Van  Buren,  Captain  God- 
dard, and  Captain  Youngman  are  mentioned  by  General  Hartranft  for 
services  to  him  on  the  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  my  subordmate 
commanders,  and  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  recommendations  therein 
contained  for  good  conduct  and  gallantry,  and  I  desire  to  call  particu- 
lar attention  to  tlie  report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  ]Sr.  B.  McLaughlen. 

A  tabulated  list  of  casualties  is  hereto  appended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

^^^^""*'  JNO.  G.  PAllKE, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 
Col.  Geoege  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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I'abular  statement  of  casualties. 


Killed. 

AVonuded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

i 

Commund. 
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u 
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o 

37 

9 
E 
O 
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« 

^ 
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■e 
o 

17 

i 

36 

1 

1 

First  Division 

1 

18 

143 

4;i2 

612 

G48 

Tbiril  Diviaiim 

2 

18 
8 

14 
1 
4 

•J.-H 

:! 
17 

10 
3 
0 

242 

298 

2 

12 
CO 

20 

Butteries  on  the  liuc 

2 

91 

Totar 

5 

63 

37 

387 

19 

5U4 

61 

956 

1,017 

oNot  engaged. 

No.  135. 

Report  of  Aunt.  Surg.  Samuel  Adamfi,  U.  8.  Army.,  Medical  T)i»pect<)r,  of 
operations  March  1-31. 

Headquautees  FiNTn  Army  Corps, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  SI,  ISGri. 

Colonel  :  The  following  medical  inspector's  report  lor  March  is 
respectfully  submitted: 

The  only  thing  of  importance  which  has  transpired  since  my  last 
report  Las  been  the  piercing  of  our  lines  at  Fort  Stedman  and  Batter- 
ies Nos.  10  and  11  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant. 

At  4.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  the  enemy  made 
an  assault  on  the  lines  at  Fort  Stedman  in  three  colunnis;  one  column 
swejrt  down  to  the  left  toward  Battery  No.  9,  one  to  the  right  toward 
Fort  Haskell,  while  a  third  moved  forward  directly  toward  Fort  Sted- 
man. The  enemy  li.nd  been  comiiig  in  for  several  nights,  bringing  their 
guns  and  equipments  with  them;  on  this  occasion  they  came  in  squads, 
as  deserters  to  our  piclcets,  and  by  this  ruse  the  pi(!ket-line  at  this 
point  was  enA'e]oi)ed  and captuied  before  the  alarm  could  be  given  to 
the  main  line.  The  pickets  were  active  and  on  the  alert,  and  had  been 
visited  by  the  officer  of  the  picket,  Captain  Burch,  Third  Maryland  Vet- 
eran Volunteers,  at  4  a.  m.  There,  was  no  neglect  or  want  of  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  the  pickets  of  this  division.  The  attack  was  made  on 
the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  the  First  Division,  Maior-General 
Willcox  commanding.  The  alarm  was  soon  conveyed  to  the  main  line, 
and  the  troops  were  ready  and  in  line  to  meet  the  assault  promptly. 
The  enemy  swept  over  the  paiapet  and  overpowered  the  garrison  of 
Battery  10,  killing  and  capturing  the  cannoneers  at  their  guns;  they 
then  pushed  forward  to  Fort  Stedman,  capturing  its  guns  and  the 
garrison,  composed  of  one  battalion  of  tlie  Fourteenth  New  York 
Heavy zVrtillery.  After  breaking  through  the  lines  they  came  into  the 
camps  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  the 
One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  liegiments,  driving  them  from  their 
quarters,  and  pushed  forward  their  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  road  and 
hills  in  rear  of  Fort  Stedman  and  nearly  to  Meade's  Station.  The 
Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  fell  back  and  reformed,  acting  as  skirmish- 
ers. General  Willcox  ordered  out  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  and  the 
Two  hundredth  and  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  to  oppose 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  toward  Meade's  Station,  and  the  First  Bri- 
gade of  the  Third  Division  (General  Hartranft's)  was  ordered  down 
from  the  left  of  the  line  at  a  (louble-quick. 

'  But  see  revised  table,  p.  70. 
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General  Hartranft,  with  three  regiments,  now  made  an  attaclc  to 
check  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  was  obliged  to  fall  back 
and  act  on  the  defensive,  the  enemy  being  in  too  great  numbers.  The 
Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  in  this  attack  lost  100  men. 

The  enemy  now  moved  up  along  the  works  and  captured  Battery  Fo. 
11,  and  turned  the  guns  of  this,  as  of  the  other  torts,  upon  our  troops. 
The  attention  of  our  artillery  was  mainly  directed  to  Fort  Stedman, 
the  guns  from  Forts  Haskell  and  McGilvery  pouring  in  a  very  destructive 
fire.  Batteries  were  now  posted  on  the  hills  near  Meade's  Station,  and 
Fort  Friend  and  the  Dunn  House  Battery  opened  upon  the  advancing 
rebels  and  the  captured  forts ;  about  thirty  guns  were  now  playing  on 
the  captured  works.  The  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  now  came  up, 
and  General  Parke  sent  a  dispatch  to  General  Hartranft  to  "  retake  the  • 
forts."  The  division  formed  in  line, of  battle  with  the  Seventeenth 
Michigan  and  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts,  and  the  order  to  assault 
was  given,  the  assault  to  be  made  in  fifteen  minutes,  the  moving  for- 
ward of  the  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  to  be  the  signal 
for  the  advance.  The  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  was  puslied  forward 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  while  the  rest  of  the  line  advanced 
under  cover.  The  enemy  showed  signs  of  wavering  on  the  advance  of 
this  line,  and  by  the  vigor  of  the  attack  they  were  driven  from  the  forts 
with  heavy  loss,  many  battle-flags,  small-arms,  and  prisoners  falling 
into  our  hands. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  consisted  of  three  divisions  of  infantry,  under 
command  of  Major-General  Gordon.  Of  this  force  1,949  were  captured, 
and  about  200  killed;  9  battle-flags  were  taken,  and  great  numbers  of 
small-arms.  In  the  two  brigades.  First  Division,  of  this  corps,  36 
men  were  killed  and  648  wounded  or  captured;  in  the  Third  Division 
238  were  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The  wounded  were  promptly 
brought  in,  the  stretcher-bearers  and  ambulances  being  constantly  with 
the  advancing  troops.  The  great  majority  of  the  rebel  wounded  fell 
into  our  hands,  and  the  wounds  were  all  very  severe  in  character.  An 
niiusually  large  number  of  shell  wounds  of  the  thigh  and  legs,  demand- 
ing amputation,  were  seen. 

As  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps  was  not  engaged  the  rebel 
wounded  were  all  sent  to  the  field  hospital  of  this  division,  and  were 
as  promptly  and  as  kindly  cared  for  as  our  men.  Unusual  facili- 
ties were  offered  for  caring  for  the  wounded,  as  the  scene  of  action  was 
so  near  the  corps  field  hospital,  and  the  hospitals  themselves  in  most 
eflicient  and  thorough  working  order  All  of  the  severe  cases  and  the 
capital  operations,  about  eighty-three  in  number,  were  retained  at  the 
hospital,  and  when  the  corps  moved  on  the  3d  of  April  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  First  Division,  as  this  division  remained  behind  to  garrison 
the  city  and  the  field  hospital  remained  in  its  old  location.  In  this  way 
I  am  satisfied  many  lives  were  saved.  Many  of  the  cases  of  penetrating 
and  perforating  wounds  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  and  compound 
fractures  of  the  thigh  and  amputation,  which  would  have  died  under 
transportation,  were  progressing  most  favorably. 

During  the  month  the  health  of  the  corps  has  been  most  excellent 
and  the  sui)i)iv  of  fresh  vegetables  entirely  sufficient. 

^^  "^  SAMUEL  ADAMS, 

Asst.  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Medical  Inspector,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

Col.  T.  A.  McParlin, 

Surgeon  and  Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel  U.  S.  Army, 

Colonel  and  Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  13G. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  WiUcox,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
First  Division,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2, 1865. 

Colonel  :  At  4.15  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  ultimo  the  enemy 
attacked  theintrenchmeuts  held  by  the  Tliiid  Brigade  of  this  division. 
The  brigade  picket  oflicer,  Captain  Burch,  Third  Maryland,  reports  that 
he  visited  the  picket-line  at  4  o'clock  of  that  a.  m.  and  saw  that  the 
men  were  on  the  alert.  After  visiting  the  liue  he  returned  to  his  head- 
quarters in  front  of  Fort  Stedman  and  Battery  No.  11.  He  states  that 
in  a  few  minutes  after  his  return  a  man  on  the  lookout  gave  notice  that 
the  enemy  were  ai)proaching.  At  the  same  time  the  men  on  the  post 
lired  their  pieces.  One  column  moved  toward  the  right  of  Battery  No. 
10,  a  second  column  moved  toward  a  point  between  Fort  Stetlman 
and  Battery  No.  11,  a  third  column  moved  direct  toward  Sted- 
man. These  columns  were  preceded  by  a  strong  storming  party,  which 
broke  through  the  pickets,  clubbing  their  muskets,  and  made  openings 
in  the  abatis.  The  trench  guards  made  sufficient  resistance  to  arouse 
the  garrisons  of  the  inclosed  works  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  but 
the  column  which  struck  to  the  right  of  Battery  No.  11)  quickly  suc- 
ceeded in  breaking  through  and  ettecting  an  entrance  into  that  battery, 
which  is  entirely  open  in  the  rear.  This  success  gave  them  a  great 
advantage  over  Fort  Stedman,  as  the  ground  just  in  rear  of  I>attery 
No.  10  is  on  a  level  with  the  ])arapet  of  the  fort.  The  fort  liad  also  a 
comparatively  small  line  of  infantry  parapet;  jjarticularly  was  this  the 
case  in  front,  which  was  cut  up  with  embrasures  for  artillery.  The  gar- 
rison of  the  fort  consisted  of  a  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  under  Major  Randall,  and  made  quite  a  si)irited  resist- 
ance, but  were  finally  overpowered  and  most  of  them  capturt^d. 

The  commandhig  officer  of  the  brigade,  Bvt.  Brig.  (ien.  N.  B.  Mc- 
L.aughlen,  had  reached  Battery  No.  11,  from  his  headquarters  before 
this,  and  gave  some  directions  abont  the  disposition  of  the  troops  on 
the  left  tlank.  The  guns,  and  even  the  mortars,  iji  both  Stedman  and 
Batteiy  No.  11,  were  used  against  the  enemy.  Detachments  of  the  First 
Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  at  the  mortars,  behaved  very  handsomely. 
(Jeneral  McLaughlen  was  captured  near  the  gorge  of  the  fort,  but 
whether  after  the  enemy  had  got  in,  or  while  they  were  attacking,  is 
unknown.  Captain  Swords,  ordnance  officer  on  my  stafi',  and  division 
staff  officer  of  the  day,  also  reached  Fort  Stedman  from  tlu^se  bead- 
quarters,  before  it  Avas  fully  in  the  enemy's  possession,  and  was  cap- 
tured at  the  fort. 

The  right  cohimn,  with  the  aid  of  troops  from  Stedman,  now  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  Battery  No.  11.  Their  left  column  turned  down  the 
works  to  their  left  toward  Battery  No.  9,  taking  the  Fifty-seventh 
."Massachusetts  in  the  trenches  in  flank  and  rear,  capturing  a  part  of 
them.  The  remainder  retired  to  the  rear,  reassembled,  and  afterward 
did  good  work  as  skirmishers,  with  General  Hartranft's  troojis.  The 
Second  Michigan  fought  the  enemy  on  this  flank  from  their  bomb-])roois 
and  traverses  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  until  they  were  dra^^•n  in  by 
order  of  their  brigade  commander,  Bvt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely,  to  Battery  No. 
9,  which,  though  small,  is  an  inclosed  work. 

In  pursuance  witli  my  orders  Colonel  Ely  deployed,  peri)endicu]ar  to 
and  to  the  rear  of  his  intrenchments,  a  portion  of  the  First  Michigan 
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Sharpshooters  as  skirmishers,  promptly  taking  them  from  the  right  of 
our  line  for  this  purpose.  I  also  directed  him  to  press  the  enemy  on  his 
left  as  much  as  possible.  Finding  themselves  opposed  in  this  direction 
the  enemy  halted  for  more  of  their  troops  to  come  up,  and  the  ground 
vacated  by  the  Second  Michigan  remained  unoccupied  by  either  party. 
The  enemy's  skirmishers  now  came  down  the  hill  directly  to  the  rear  of 
Stedjiian,  and  moved  toward  my  headquarters  at  the  Friend  house, 
the  Dunn  House  Battery,  and  in  the  direction  of  Meade's  Station,  and 
this,  for  a  time,  rendered  my  communication  with  the  Third  Brigade 
long  and  circuitous.  Meantime,  I  had  ordered  out  the  Seventeenth 
Michigan  Engineer  llegiment,  at  my  headquarters,  and  sent  word  to  the 
counnanding  officers  of  the  Two  hundredth  and  Two  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania — encamped  between  Meade's  Station  and  Dunn  House 
Battery — ^to  move,  respectively,  one  to  the  Friend  house,  the  other  in 
front  of  the  Dunn  House  Battery.    These  regiments  pronjptly  appeared. 

Brigadier-General  Hartranft,  commanding  the  Third  Division,  now 
came  up  in  person,  and  I  requested  him  to  move  his  available  force  direct 
upon  the  fort.  He  promptly  and  gallantly  took  command  of  the  two 
regiments  already  out,  without  waiting  for  the  rest  of  his  command.  I 
ordered  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  on  his 
right.  This  regiment,  with  only  100  men  in  its  ranks,  under  command 
of  Major  Mathews,  moved  forward  at  the  same  time  with  General 
Hartranft's  line,  capturing  most  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  their 
front,  about  twenty-five  in  number,  and  inclining  to  the  right,  con- 
nected with  the  skirmishers  of  Ely's  brigade. 

While  Hartranft  was  operating  in  rear  of  Stedman  the  enemy's 
force,  which  had  moved  down  toward  Battery  9  and  halted,  was  re-en- 
forced by  Eansom's  brigade,  and  opened  an  attack  upon  that  battery. 
This  attack  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  my  skirmishers  and  troops  of 
the  Second  Brigade  in  Battery  No.  9,  assisted  by  the  artillery,  particu- 
larly one  piece  of  Koemer's  battery,  under  Major  Itoemer  himself.  The 
enemy  attempted  to  retreat  back  to  his  own  iutrenchments,  when  they 
were  charged  by  detachments  of  the  Second  Michigan,  who  captured 
some  prisoners.  Troops  of  the  Twentieth  and  Second  Michigan  also 
threw  themselves  into  the  picket-line  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
poured  such  a  fire  on  the  flanks  of  the  retreating  enemy  that  over  300 
threw  down  their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves  on  the  spot.  On 
our  left  the  enemy  proceeded  through  the  trenches,  driving  before 
them  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  a  small  regiment,  which  made 
the  best  resistance  it  could,  over  its  traverses  and  works,  being  attacked 
in  front,  flank,  and  rear.  From  Battery  No.  11  they  proceeded  toward 
Battery  No.  12  in  the  Same  manner,  killing,  wounding,  and  capturing 
a  part  of  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers.  In 
this  atta(;k  Colonel  Pentecost,  commanding  One  hundredth  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  mortally  wounded.  A  part  of  this  regiment  was  deployed 
as  skirmishers  in  the  rear,  and  a  part  went  into  Fort  Haskell.  Bievet 
Colonel  Kobinson  took  a  part  of  the  Third  Maryland  from  a  portion  of 
his  line  on  the  left  of  Haskell  and  deployed  it  on  the  left  of  the  skir- 
mish line  of  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania.  Soon  afterward  Col- 
onel Kobinson,  by  my  direction,  assumed  command  of  the  Third  Bri- 
gade. 

I  would  here  state  that  last  winter,  when  it  was  thought  that  the 
enemy  were  mining  toward  Stedman,  I  gave  directions  to  the  brigade 
commanders  that  in  the  event  of  the  line  being  broken  at  Stedman  or 
any  other  point,  they  should  immediately  take  out  troops  where  they 
could  best  be  spared  from  their  respective  fronts  and  attack  the  flanks 
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of  the  enemy,  and  by  no  means  to  abandon  their  works.  This  order 
was  handsomely  carried  out  by  the  brigade  and  regimental  command- 
ers on  this  occasion,  and  led  to  the  most  beneficial  results. 

In  pursuance  with  this  order,  Colonel  Harriman,  commanding  First 
Brigade  of  this  division,  and  posted  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
ordered  up  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  New  York  and  Thirty-seventh 
Wisconsin  Volunteers  to  report  to  General  McLaughlen,  but,  as  Gen- 
eral McLaughlen  could  not  be  found,  these  two  regiments  were  formed  in 
line  in  rear  of  the  skirmishers  already  mentioned  and  intrenched  them- 
selves to  resist  the  large  force  moving  down  the  rear  of  the  line  toward 
Haskell.  The  enemy  was  now  confronted  on  this  flank  by  the  troops 
in  Fort  Haskell  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  One  hundredth  I'ennsyl- 
vania  and  Third  Maryland.  The  enemy  made  three  advances  on  Has- 
kell, all  of  which  were  gloriously  repulsed.  Meantime  several  inef- 
fectual attempts  were  made  by  General  Hartranft  with  a  portion  of  his 
division  to  regain  Fort  Stedman  by  an  advance  on  the  rear  of  that 
work,  but  very  soon  after  the  rejralse  of  the  enemy  at  Fort  Haskell 
the  Second  Brigade,  of  Hartranft's  division,  came  up  and  formed  on 
his  left,  the  left  of  this  brigade  stretching  toward  Haskell.  On  the 
appearance  of  this  new  line  the  enemy,  already  repulsed  on  both  flanks 
and  considerably  demoralized  by  the  fire  of  our  well-served  artillery, 
were  seen  breaking  away  in  small  detachments  from  Sttsdman  back  to 
their  own  lines.  This  was  quickly  perceived  by  our  troops  on-all  sides. 
Major  Maxwell,  One  hundredtli  Pennsylvania,  with  the  skirmishers  of 
his  regiment,  under  Captains  Johnson  and  Book,  and  those  of  the 
Third  Maryland,  under  Captain  Carter,  immediately  started  along  the 
trenches  toward  Stedman,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners  in 
the  bomb-proofs  from  Battery  No.  12  to  Battery  No.  10.  The  first  Union 
colors  on  the  recaptured  fort  were  planted  there  by  Sergeant  Oliver, 
One  hundredth  Pennsylvania,  who  captured  a  stand  of  rebel  colors, 
at  the  same  i)oint  and  at  the  same  time,  with  his  own  hands. 

Hartranft's  line  advanced  rapidly,  enveloping  the  rear  of  the  works. 
The  Seventeenth  Michigan,  on  the  extreme  right,  dashed  forward  and 
gained  the  trenches  lately  occupied  by  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts, 
but  now  held  by  the  enemy,  capturing  prisoners  on  that  side.  The  re- 
treat of  the  enemy  was  soon  cut  off  by  the  troops  of  this  division  gaining 
the  rear  of  the  main  body  along  the  parapet  of  the  works,  and  a  large 
number  of  prisoners  and  some  colors  were  captured  by  the  troops  of 
both  divisions.  One  thousand  and  five  prisoners,  besides  some  of  the 
wounded,  fell  into  the  hands  of  my  own  command,  also  seven  stand  of 
the  enemy's  colors,  together  with  one  of  our  own  flag-staffs  recaptured. 

It  was  found  on  regaining  our  works  that  the  enemy,  while  they  held 
possession  of  them,  were  not  able  to  carry  oft'  or  effect  any  damage  on 
our  artillery,  which  they  temporarily  held  and  partially  used  against 
Battery  No.  9  and  Fort  Haskell.  They  carried  one  Coehorn  mortar  over 
the  parapet,  but  it  was  regained,  and  not  the  least  damage  was  inflicted 
on  any  of  the  guns  or  gun  carriages.    No  colors  or  guns  Avere  lost  by  us. 

The  folloAving  are  the  names  of  the  captors  of  enemy's  colois  in  this 
division:  Capt.  John  L.  Johnson,  Company  D,  One  hundredth  Penn- 
sylvania Veteran  Volunteers ;  Cai)t.  Joseph  F.  Carter,*  Third  Maryland 
Battalion  Veteran  Volunteers ;  Sergt.  Maj.  C.  H.  Piukham,  Fifty-seventh 
Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Color-Sergt.  Charles  Oliver,*  Company  M, 
One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers ;  Private  Josepli  B. 
Chambers,*  Company  F,  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volun- 

"  Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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teers;  Private  Patrick  McCran,  Company  C,  Third  Maryland  Battal- 
ion Veteran  Volunteers;  Private  James  K.  Brady,  Fourteen tli  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery.  Corpl.  M.  1).  JDewire,  Company  A,  One  hun- 
dredth Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  captured  a  rebel  flag-staff 
and  recaptured  one  of  our  Qolors. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  casualties,  the  nominal  list 
having  already  been  forwarded : 


Killed. 

Woundud. 

Missing. 

Total. 

« 

Command. 

i 

a 

2 
u 

i 

1 

i 

a 
o 

Q 

E 

tm 

First  Brigade  a 

Second  Bri|;ad« 

Third  Bricado 

1 

i 

32 
1 

3 
15 

23 
120 

"'i¥ 

in 

413 

3 
33 

46 
565 

1 

49 

598 

1 

, 

Total* 

1  1      37 

1 

18       143 

17 

432 

36 

612 

648 

a  Not  engaged. 

I  also  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  Second 
and  Third  Brigades,  and  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  recommenda- 
tions for  gallantry  therein  contained. 

Of  my  own  statt',  all  of  whom  were  active  throughout  the  engagement, 
I  wouhl  honorably  mention  Capt.  L.  C.  Brackett,  Fifty-seventh  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  for  gallantry  in  assisting  in  the  charge  of  the 
Third  Division,  and  Bvt.  Ma,i.  William  V.  Richards,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
carrying  orders  and  gaining  information  under  heavy  fire. 
T  am,  very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

April  8, 1865. 

N.  B. — I  also  append  the  report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  McLaugh- 
leu,  which,  as  seen  from  the  date,  was  received  subsequent  to  the  writ- 
ing of  the  above  report. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


No.  137. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  in  the  action  of  the  25th  instant: 

I  first  learned  that  an  attack  had  been  made  by  an  officer  of  the 
Second  Michigan  informing  me  about  4  a.  m.  that  the  enemy  had  entered 
our  main  line  of  works  between  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  and  had 
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wlieeled  rbiiiul  and  attacked  the  left  of  the  Second  Michijian.  I  imme- 
diately visited  the  line,  and  gave  such  orders  as,  in  the  darkness  and 
nnder  the  uncertainties  of  the  situation,  I  deemed  ])racticable.  I  at 
once  sent  orders  to  Major  Schwenk,  whose  regiment  (the  Fiftieth  Penn- 
sylvania Veteran  Volunteers)  was  in  camp,  about  two  miles  down  the 
river,  to  send  up  all  his  eflective  men.  Being  unable,  on  account  of 
the  darkness,  to  determine  the  relative  positions  of  our  own  men  and 
those  of  the  enemy  only  by  the  flashing  of  the  guns,  I  ordered  fifty 
men  of  the  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers 
and  advance  toward  Fort  Stednian.  This  conipany  advanced  in  good 
style,  and  skirmished  to  a  point  in  the  field  in  rear  of  the  Second 
Michigan.  Tlie  attack  on  the  Second  Michigan  had  been  made  on  their 
left  by  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  coming  down  the  line  of  the  breast- 
work and  the  old  wagon  road  just  at  the  rear,  thus  having  an  enfilading 
and  rear  fire  on  that  regiment.  So  suddenly  had  this  been  done  that 
no  line  was  formed,  and  the  left  companies  were  driven  in  upon  the 
right,  and  some  of  the  men  took  refuge  in  Batteiy  No.  9.  Captain 
Boughton,  however,  quickly  formed  a  line  in  rear  of  the  left  traverse, 
extending  across  the  old  wagon  road,  and  though  left  with  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  regiment,  checked  the  enemy  in  a  splendid  man- 
ner, who,  instead  of  forcing  their  way,  or  by  any  means  getting  pos- 
session of  any  part  of  my  line,  Avere  held  there.  As  the  light  increased 
and  the  position  of  the  enemy  became  more  clearly  defined,  the  fire  of 
the  musketry  and  artillery  was  more  effective.  They  were  cut  off  and 
subsequently  captured. 

In  an  early  part  of  the  engagement  I  sent  orders  to  Lieutenant  Bangs, 
commanding  artillery  in  Battery  No.  5,  who  had  been  replying  to  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  to  direct  his  fire  on 
Fort  Stedman.  He  obeyed,  and,  with  both  guns  and  mortars,  did 
excellent  execution.  Major  Roemer,  commanding  the  artillery  in  Fort 
McGilvery,  kept  up  from  the  first  a  rapid  and  effective  fire.  I  should 
not  neglect  mentioning  that  the  gallant  major,  while  aiming  a  gun,  was 
struck  by  a  piece  of  .shell,  knocked  down,  and  severely  injured,  but  con- 
tinued in  active  command  until  the  action  was  over.  The  artillery  in 
Batteiy  No.  9  did  all  that  could  have  been  asked.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
the  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  I  ordered  them  to  take  a  position  on  the  right 
of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan,  which  had  moved  up  and  occupied  a  line 
of  rifle-pits  in  rear  of  the  line  assumed  by  the  disposition  of  my  men 
and  all  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire.  The  enemy  were  completely  baffled, 
and,  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  artillery,  were  soon  forced  to  yield 
their  hold  on  the  road  and  began  to  retreat.  To  escape thegallingflre  of 
the  Second  and  Twentieth  Michigan  and  part  of  the  Sixtieth  Ohio,  kept 
up  from  the  first,  300  or  400  of  tlie  enemy  took  refuge  in  bomb-proofs 
and  behind  traverses  in  the  line,  and  were  unable  to  escape.  No  por- 
tion of  my  line  was  removed,  except  as  above  mentioned,  and  no  part 
of  the  picket-line  was  abandoned  except  in  front  of  the  Second  Michigan, 
and  that  was  reoccupied  at  an  early  part  of  the  action  and  materially 
assisted  in  preventing  the  escape  of  the  prisoners. 

In  view  of  the  suddenness  of  the  attack  and  its  corajdete  success  at 
first,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  different  regiments  of  the 
brigade  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  with  which  they  did  their  duty. 
Throughout  the  action  the  entire  line  sustained  a  very  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  but  all  damages  done  to  the  works  were  repaired 
during  the  day  after  the  fight. 

Prisoners  were  captured  to  the  number  of  316,  rank  and  file,  and  17 
officers.    The  losses  of  the  brigade  foot  up  as  follows :  Second  ^ichi- 
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gan,  1  killed,  8  wounded,  1!)  missing;  Twentieth  Michigan, 9  wounded; 
Sixtu4h  Ohio,  1  killed,  «  wounded;  Forty-sixth  New  York,  2  killed,  3 
wounded ;  total,  40.* 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KALPH  ELY, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Bvt.  Maj.  William  V.  Eichaeds, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Diviskmt  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


No.  138. 


Report  of  Capt.  Ira  L.  Evans,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  of  oper- 
ations March  35. 

IIUADQITAKTEES   FIRST   MICHIGAN   SHARPSHOOTERS, 

March  27,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  my  regiment  during  the  engagement  of  March  25, 1865: 

About  daylight  Companies  1  and  H,  under  command  of  Capt.  James 
S.  Ue  Land,  were  detailed  as  skirmishers,  with  orders  to  deploy  on  the 
old  City  I'oiut  liailroad,  advance  and  meet  the  enemy,  and  hold  them 
in  check  if  ])ossible.  This  was  carried  out  as  per  orders.  The  enemy 
was  checked  and  forced  to  retire.  These  two  companies  remained  on 
the  front  line,  following  up  the  enemy  until  they  were  driven  from  the 
works  that  they  had  captured  early  in  the  morning.  Captain  l)e  Laud 
states  that  his  command  captured  4  commissioned  officers  and  50 
enlisted  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mention  Adjt.  Ed.  J.  Buckbee  as  behaving  with 
great  gallantry  and  aiding  materially  in  checking  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.    The  other  companies  of  the  regiment  remained  in  the  works. 
Very  respectfully, 

lEA  L.  EVANS, 
Captain,  Commanding  First  Michigan  SharpsJiooters. 

Bvt.  Maj.  C.  A.  LOUNSBERRY, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  9th  Corps. 


No.  139. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  C.  Bonghton,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  Michigan  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  concerning  the  late  attack  on  our  lines : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant,  between  4  and  5  o'clock,  the 
regiment  was  alarmed  by  messengers  sent  in  from  picket  by  Lieutenant 
Hardy,  who  was  in  command  of  the  line.  When  I  got  out,  which  was 
4.30,  most  of  the  regiment  was  under  arms  in  the  trench;  went  to  the 
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left  and  met  Lieutenant  Hardy  coming  in  from  i)icket.  In  reply  to 
inquiries,  be  said  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  line  to  our  left  without 
opposition,  and  that  they  would  soon  be  on  us.  During  this  time  there 
was  some  musketry  firing  near  Fort  Stedman,  but  not  much,  and  it 
Avas  too  dark  to  see  well.  Before  Lieutenant  Hardy  had  passed  two 
men  came  running  from  the  left,  telling  that  their  regiment  was  all 
captured,  and  that  the  rebels  were  coming  in  our  rear.  1  ordered  them 
to  be  arrested,  and  sto])pe(^  their  talking.  A  few  minutes  later  a  crowd 
of  men  came  running  down  the  trench.  Supposing  they  were  of  one 
of  our  regiments,  and  running  from  the  enemy,  I  stepped  out  and 
ordered  them  to  halt,  saying  that  it  was  useless  to  run  away,  but  was 
answered,  carelessly,  "It's  of  no  use  now;  it's  all  over;  you  might  as 
well  throw  down  your  guns."  At  the  same  time  one  of  them  placed  his 
hand  on  my  shoulder,  saying,  "Come  with  me."  I  instantly  ])erceived 
they  were  rebels,  and  answered,  "In  a  minute."  Stepping  hastily 
backward,  1  ordered  the  men  to  fire,  which  they  obeyed  immediately 
with  good  efiect.  We  then  fell  back  behind  tlie  first  flanker,  all  except 
a  few  who  had  surrendered  and  were  marched  away  immediately. 

Very  soon  after  they  had  advanced  down  the  old  road  in  our  rear, 
and  opened  a  fire  on  us,  which  obliged  us  to  abandon  the  two  traverses 
on  our  left;  the  companies  who  had  oc(!upied  them  passed  up  the  line 
and  took  shelter  in  Battery  No.  9.  I  sent  a  party  from  the  right 
down  the  old  road  in  our  rear,  which  checked  the  enemy's  advance  on 
it,  and  immediately  afterward  sent  Lieutenant  Perrine  with  a  com- 
]>any  across  tlie  old  road  and  to  our  left  and  rear.  At  the  same  time 
tlie  regiment  reoccupied  the  traverses  which  had  been  abandoned.  It 
Avas  not  quite  daylight  then,  but  soon  after  we  could  see  our  own 
troops  coming  up  from  tlie  rear,  and  the  enemy  retreating  to  their  own 
works.  I  then  called  for  volunteers,  and  when  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  liad  responded,  I  charged  down  the  line  with  them  to  the  foot  of 
Spiing  Hill,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  and  cajitured  something  over  300 
prisfmers  (I  guess  at  the  number,  as  I  did  not  count  them).  Lieuten- 
ant Perrine,  Captain  Lang,  Lieutenant  Hardy,, Lieutenant  Ilolston,  and 
Lieutenant  Rogers  rendered  most  valuable  assistance  in  this  movement. 
Twenty  minutes  before  7  o'clock  we  reoccupied  the  picket-line. 

Our  loss  was  2  killed,  7  wounded,  and  15  taken  prisoners.    Among 
the  wounded  were  Lieut.  S.  M.  Daken  and  Adjt.  T.  E.  Fish. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BOUGHTON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Brevet  Major  Lounsberry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  140. 


Report  of  Capt.  Albert  A.  Day,  Ticentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Twentieth  Michigan  Vols.,  Battery  No.  9, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
Major  :  With  regard  to  the  part  sustained  by  this  regiment  in  the 
recent  action  of  March  25,  1865,  on  this  front,  I  would  respectfully 
report  as  follows : 

At  4  a.  m.  March  25,  my  alarm  guard  having  notified  me  of  rapid  fir- 
ing in  I'ront  of  Fort  Stedman,  I  caused  the  command  to  be  turned  out 
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under  arms.  The  firing  soon  being  discontinned  I  returned  the  men  to 
quarters,  with  instructions  to  keep  their  aiicouternients  on  and  to  remain 
awake  and  on  the  alert  At  4.30  a.  m.  the  firing  commenced  witli  renewed 
vigor  and  rapidity  and  the  men  were  again  turned  out.  Nothing  of 
marked  importance  occurred  at  this  time  on  my  immediate  front.  At 
5  a.  nj.  the  fort  on  my  left  (Stedmau)  was  carried  by  the  enemy  by 
assault,  the  artillery  captured  in  the  works  and  turned  on  this  battery, 
and  the  enemy  thrown  rapidly  down  the  road  in  rear  of  our  lines  in  such 
dispositions  as  threatened  the  left  and  rear  of 'this  work.  I  immediately 
moved  my  two  right  consolidated  companies  behind  the  left  and  the 
Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  a  part  of  which  regiment  had  been  driven 
inside  of  this  battery,  behind  the  rear  face  of  this  work,  leaving  the  other 
f(mr  consolidated  companies  in  a  position  to  defend  the  front  and  right, 
which  were  at  the  same  time  threatened  by  two  lines  of  the  enemy  per- 
fe(!tly  distinguishable,  but  not  as  yet  out  of  cover  of  tlieir  works. 

My  officers  report  to  me  tliat  these  lines  were  about  to  be  charged 
upon  just  before  the  final  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  their  right,  but  being 
instantly  met  by  a  well-directed  volley  from  tliis  battery,  their  officers 
a])i)eared  unable  to  gel  the  men  over  their  works;  meantime,  it  having 
grown  sufficiently  light  to  disclose  the  enemy  in  heavy  mass  on  the 
slope  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  Fort  Stedman,  and  also  in  the  road  in  rear 
of  same,  I  immediately  caused  the  men,  ab(mt  ino  in  immber,  to  open 
a  rapid  nmsketry  fire  on  those  of  their  troops  who  occupied  these  posi- 
tions; I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  firing  was  very  ctt'ective,  being 
at  easy  long  range,  well  directed,  and  its  object  being  a  body  of  men  in 
heavy  mass,  occupying  a  side  hill,  the  face  of  which  was  i>resented  to 
this  battery.  This  firing  was  continued  throughout  the  engagement. 
At  7.30  a.  m.,  the  enemy  being  completely  broken  and  retreating  rapidly 
in  disorder,  I  threw  a  part  of  my  regiment  into  the  skirmish  line  on  the 
left  of  this  battery,  in  order  to  check  them  as  they  attempted  to  cross  the 
main  line  oji  their  retreat.  Three  hundred  and  fifteen  men  and  their  offi- 
cers were  thus  captured  and  forwarded  to  brigade  headquarters  under 
guard.  A  large  number  of  small-arms  were  also  captured  and  have 
this  day  been  turned  over  to  the  ])roper  ordnance  officer.  Ithaving  been 
reported  to  the  general  commanding  that  Battery  No.  9  was  captured, 
several  shots  were  fired  from  Battery  Dunn,  taking  eftect  in  the  quar- 
ters of  my  second  consolidated  company.  Fortunately  no  lives  were 
lost  through  this  error,  and  upon  the  colors  being  promptly  placed  in  a 
conspicuous  place  this  firing  from  the  rear  ceased.  Nine  men  belonging 
to  this  regiment  were  wounded  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  Batteries  C  and  I,  Fifth  United  States,  com 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Huysman,  and  a  section  of  Company  K,  First 
Connecticut  Artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Drown,  deserve  much 
credit  for  the  part  sustained  by  their  men  in  the  defense  of  this  fort. 
The  officers  and  men  of  this  command  acted  throughout  with  perfect 
cx)olness  and  regularity. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ALBP]KT  A.  DAY, 

Ciiptain,  Commandinf)  Ttcentietli  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Bvt.  Maj.  C.  A.  LorNSBEiJRY, 

Acting  Assiatant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  141. 

Report  of  Lievf.  Col.  Adolph  Becker,  Forty-sixth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  35. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-sixth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers, 

March  29,  1865. 
Major:  I  hnve  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th 
instant,  when  the  enemy  made  his  strong  and  sudden  assault  on  Fort 
Stedman,  the  sentries  of  tne  Forty-sixth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers 
announced,  at  about  4.15  a.  m.,  the  enemy's  attack,  and  that  immedi- 
ately afterward  tlie  whole  regiment,  which  is  as  garrison  in  Fort  Mans- 
field and  Fort  McCxilvery,  was  under  arms  ready  for  action.  Notwith- 
standing the  heavy  fire  directed  on  these  forts,  our  loss  was  only  2 
enlisted  men  killed  and  3  wounded. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADOLPH  BECKER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Bvt.  Ma,j.  C.  A.  Lounsberry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  142. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  P.  Avery,  Sixtieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Sixtieth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  29,  18G5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  action  of  the  25th  instant: 

We  were  aroused  by  the  rapid  and  continued  tiring  at  4.15  a.  m.  My 
men  were  immediately  formed  in  the  trenches,  where  they  remained 
during  the  action.  The  left  of  my  command,  consisting  of  Companies 
B  and  C,  commanded  by  Captain  Merkel,  kept  up  a  continual  flank  fire 
on  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  and  retreated  from  their  works.  My 
company  commanders  are  deserving  of  great  praise  for  the  promptness 
with  which  they  got  their  men  in  line  ready  for  action. 
My  loss  consisted  in  1  killed  and  C  wounded. 
KespectfuUy  submitted. 

M.  r.  AVERY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding, 
Bvt.  Miij.  C.  A.  Lounsberry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutunt-Oeneral. 


No.  143. 


Report  of  Maj.  Samuel  K.  Schicenlc,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry-, 

March  29,  1865. 
MAJOR:  Pursuant  to  instructions  to  forward  a  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  regiment  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  25th  instant,  I  have 
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the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  orders  at  4.30  a.  in.  to  send  all  the 
men  with  arms,  except  the  pickets,  to  bri<,'ade  headquarters,  and  imme- 
diately sent  ninety  men,  the  whole  number  in  camp  with  arms,  in  charge 
of  Capt.  Charles  E.  Brown,  Company  C,  and  First  Lieut.  Wilbur  H.  Wil- 
cox, Company  D,  who  reported  at  Second  Brigade  headquarters  at 
4;50  a.  m.  and  were  assigned  a  position  in  an  old  fort  beyond  brigade 
headquarters,  and  soon  afterwai-d  occupied  old  rifle-pits,  constructed 
about  400  yards  southeast  of  Fort  McGilvery  and  running  at  right 
angles  with  the  main  line,  where  they  at  once  commenced  firing  upon 
the  flank  of  the  enemy's  advancing  line  and  kei)t  up  a  brisk  fire  until 
the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  our  entire  line  reoccupied. 

The  casualties  were  two  men  very  slightly  wounded,  and  Captain 
Brown  reports  that  all  the  men  behaved  very  well  and  fired  with  great 
accuracy  and  efl'cct. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  K.  SCHWENK, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Bvt.  Maj.  C.  A.  LouNSBERK  i', 

Actg.  Asst.  Afljt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  I)iv.,  9th  Army  Corps. 


No.  144. 


Bcport    of   Bvt.    Brig.    Oen.  Napoleon    B.   McLanghlen,  Fifty-seventh 

Massachusetts   Infantry,  commanding  Third   Brigade,  of  operations 

March  35. 

Parole  Gamp, 
Annapolis,  Md.,  April  4,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  me  in  the  fight 
at  Fort  Stedmau  March  25,  until  captured,  which  occurred  just  before 
daylight. 

On  hearing  the  noise  of  the  attack  that  morning  I  awoke  my  staff  and 
dispatched  them  to  various  parts  of  the  line  to  get  the  troo]>s  under  arms, 
and  proceeded  myself  to  Fort  Haskell,  garrisoned  by  a  battalion  of  the  • 
Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  whom  I  found  on  the  alert  and 
ready  to  resist  an  attack.  I  then  turneddown  theline  to  the  right,  passing 
the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  were  already  in  their 
works,  and  Battery  12,  finding  everything  right,  and  reached  the  mor- 
tar battery  No.  11,  in  wlii(;h  were  no  guns,  and  which  was  occupied  by  the 
Twenty -ninth  Massachusetts  Veteran  Volunteers.  Here  I  found  Major 
Eichardson,  of  that  regiment,  who  told  me  that  the  battery  was  in  the 
enemy's  hands,  and  that  his  command  had  just  been  driven  from  it.  I 
at  once  sent  orders  to  the  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Veteran  Volun- 
teers, the  only  regiment  of  my  brigade  not  in  the  line  of  works,  to 
report  to  me  at  double-quick,  and  to  Battery  12  to  turn  their  mortars 
on  Battery  11,  whicli  was  done,  three  shots  being  fired.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  1  put  them  into  the  work  with  fixed  bayonets  and 
recaptui'ed  it  at  once.  Supposing  that  I  had  restored  the  only  break 
in  the  line,  1  crossed  the  jiarapet  into  Fort  Stedman  on  the  right,  and 
meeting  some  men  coming  over  the  curtains,  whom  in  the  darkness  I 
supposed  to  be  a  part  of  the  picket,  I  established  them  inside  the  work, 
giving  directions  with  regard  to  position  and  firing,  all  of  which  were 
instantly  obeyed.  In  a  few  minutes  I  saw  a  man  crossing  the  parapet, 
whose  uniform  in  the  dawning  light  I  recognized  to  be  the  enemy's,  and 
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I  halted  him,  askiug  his  regiment.  This  called  attention  to  myself,  and 
the  next  moment  I  was  surrounded  by  the  rebels,  whom  Iliad  supposed 
to  be  my  men,  and  sent  to  the  rear,  where  I  found  General  Gordon,  to 
whom  I  delivered  my  sword,  and  was  sent  by  him  to  Petersburg. 
While  standing  by  General  Gordon  four  brigades  moved  forward 
toward  our  works,  their  commanders  reporting  to  him.  While  there 
Captain  Swords,  of  the  First  Division  staff,  was  brought  up,  having  been 
captured  in  Fort  Stedman,  where  hehadbeeii  directed  in  search  of  me, 
and  also  Lieutenant  Sturgis,  of  my  staff',  whom  I  had  sent  to  the  left 
and  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  Fort  Stedman. 

From  Petersburg  1  was  sent  by  rail  the  same  day  to  the  Libby 
Prison  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  remained  there  until  the  afternoon  of 
April  2,  when  I,  with  the  other  officers  confined  there,  was  paroled  and 
sent  to  this  place  via  Fortress  Monroe,  where  we  arrived  this  morning. 
There  were  16  officers  of  Jiiy  brigade  captured  besides  myself,  and  about 
480  enlisted  men,  all  of  whom  are  paroled.  1  have  not  the  slightest 
fault  to  find  Avith  any  of  the  troops  of  my  command.  All  were  vigilant 
and  on  the  alert,  both  officers  and  men,  and  all  was  done  that  lay  within 
the  bounds  of  possibility.  The  enemy,  aware  of  the  recent  order  allow- 
ing deserters  to  bring  in  their  arms,  ajjproached  my  picket-line  under 
that  disguise,  in  small  squads,  and  thus  surprised  the  pickets,  captur- 
ing them  without  any  alarm  being  given.  I  would  say,  further,  that  I 
hav<i  personal  knowledge  that  there  Avcre  three  divisions  massed  to 
break  my  brigade  line,  tliose  of  Johnson  and  Gordon  making  the  attack, 
and  the  third  being  held  in  reserve,  with  cavalry  and  batteries  in 
support. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  McLAUGHLEN, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.,  U.  8.  V.,  Comdg.Sd  Brig.,  1st  Div.,9ih  Army  Corps. 

Bvt.  Maj.  William  V.  Richaeds, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  First  JDiv.,  UthArnuj  Corps,  before  Petersburg,  Va. 


No.  145. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Col.  Gilbert  P.  Robinson,  Third  Maryland  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  of  operations  March  35. 

Hdqks.  Third  Bkig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  38,  1865. 
Sir:  About  3.30  a.  m.  March  25,  the  enemy  advanced  in  several  col- 
umns upon  the  cluster  of  artillery  positions  known  as  Fort  Stedman, 
Batteries  10, 11,  and  12.  The  garrisons  of  these  portions  of  the  line 
were  alarmed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  picket  and  trench  guard, 
and  were  immediately  in  line  prepared  for  attack.  The  enemy's  skir- 
mishers, advancing  with  clubbed  nmskets  and  with  their  bayonets, 
broke  the  picket-line  in  front  of  Fort  Stedman  and  advanced  to  the 
abatis.  The  Fourteenth  New  York  Artillery  and  the  Twenty-ninth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  the  garrisons  of  Stedman,  10,  and  11,  were 
under  arms  and  made  a  stout  resistance.  At  about  4  a.  m.  General  Mc- 
Laughlen  proceeded  to  the  lines,  sending  one  aide  to  the  Fifty-seventh 
Massachusetts  to  order  them  into  line,  another  to  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade to  see  that  they  were  on  the  alert  and  i)repared  for  action,  and 
taking  another  with  him. 
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Shortly  after  the  general  left  a  messenger  from  Battery  11,  closely 
followed  by  one  from  Fort  Stedm  an,  communicated  the  facts  of  the 
case  to  brigade  headquarters,  and  the  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  were 
directed  to  attack  at  Battery  11  with  vigor  and  carry  it  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  if  captured,  and  re-enforce  the  works  if  not.  The  Fifty- 
seventh  was  directed  to  advance  similarly  on  Fort  Stedman.  After 
about  an  hour's  desperate  fighting,  in  which  the  works  were  carried 
back  and  forth  several  times,  the  troops  were  compelled  to  retire,  part 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Haskell,  and  part  toward  the  railroad.  The 
One  hundredth  rennsylvania  had  meantime  been  deployed  at  right 
angle  with  their  line  of  works,  covered  with  a  line  of  skirmishers,  but 
being  unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  divided,  three  companies  going  to  the 
old  line  of  works  in  the  rear  of  their  camp  and  the  remainder  to  Fort 
Haskell.  A  skirmish  line  of  the  Third  Maryland  Battalion  had  mean- 
time been  thrown  out  well  sup])orted,  and  upon  this  portions  of  the 
brigade  were  rallied,  and  this  line  prevented  the  result  the  enemy  evi- 
dently had  in  view,  of  taking  Fort  Haskell  in  reverse.  The  Fifty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  had  meantime  been  forced  back  to  the  ridge 
near  Battery  Dunn,  but  there  made  head  against  the  enemy.  Before 
6  o'clock  the  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been 
sent  to  our  assistance  from  the  Third  Division,  was  put  in  near  bri- 
gade headquarters  and  advanced  to  the  old  line  of  works  in  rear  of  the 
camp  of  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  shortly 
after  other  re-enforcements  came  from  the  direction  of  Meade's  Station. 
The  Fifty-seventli  Massachusetts,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  advanced, 
covering  this  line,  and  by  a  succession  of  brilliant  skirmish  charges  recov- 
ered the  slope  on  which  their  camp  had  stood  and  the  crest  above  it  over- 
looking Fort  Stedman.  At  this  time  (about  8.30  a.  m.)  it  was  noticed 
that  the  frequent  slight  advantages  we  had  been  gaining  since  the 
artillery  i)ositions  were  carried  had  discouraged  the  enemy,  and  that 
even  a  dash  of  a  skirmish  line  would  break  -a  partially  foiiued  hue  of 
battle,  and  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  determined  effort  to  recover  the 
works.  At  this  time  I  received  notice  from  General  Hartranft  that  he 
was  advancing  and  would  carry  the  works  in  fifteen  minutes,  but 
catching  sight  of  the  approaching  line,  seeing  the  demoralized  con- 
dition of  the  enemy,  and  fearful  that  a  large  amount  of  prisoners 
might  be  h)st  by  longer  delay,  it  was  determined  to  dash  on  the  enemy 
at  once,  and  the  troops  collected  at  the  left,  consisting  of  the  largest 
part  of  the  Third  Maryland  Battalion,  the  One  hundredth  Pennsyl- 
vania, fragments  of  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts, 
the  Fort  Haskell  battalion  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Artillery,  and 
what  was  left  of  the  Fort  Stedumn  battalion,  charged  up  the  line  and 
along  the  works,  carrying  the  trenches  and  batteries  as  far  as  Fort 
Stedman,  into  which  almost  immediately,  from  a  direction  about  per- 
pendicular to  the  line  of  our  charge,  came  a  porti(m  of  the  Third  Divis- 
ion. By  9  a.  m.  the  line  of  works  was  in  our  possession  again,  with 
all  its  artillery. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  assault  until  the  close,  the  artillery  at  Fort 
Haskell  was  plied  with  vigor,  and  was  very  eftective,  and  the  well- 
directed  infantry  fire  and  tlie  noble  courage  of  the  men,  in  and  around 
the  fort,  baffled  every  attfenipt  to  assault  it.  Battery  12  (First  Connect- 
icut Heavy  Artillery)  kept  up  an  eftective  fire  during  the  early  part 
of  the  engagement,  and  the  gun  detachments  kept  well  at  the  front  after 
being  driven  out,  and  went  up  in  the  charge  which  gave  us  the  line 
anew,  at  once  reoccupying  the  battery  and  serving  the  mortars. 
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Maj.  George  M.  Eandall,  commauding  at  Fort  Stedmaii,  mentions  with 
praise  the  conduct  of  the  artillery  officers  and  men  at  the  fort  (Nine- 
teenth New  York  Battery  and  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery),  and 
a  section  of  the  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  for  their  bravery  and 
coolness,  and  universal  praise  is  given  to  the  artillerists  at  Fort  Has- 
kell (Tliird  New  Jersey  Battery). 

The  service  will  mourn  the  loss  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Pentecost,  One 
hundredth  Pennsylvania,  whose  cool,  good  conduct  first  checked  the 
current  of  overwhelming  disaster,  and  of  Capt.  James  Doherty,  Fifty- 
seventh  Massachusetts,  commissioned  and  acting  as  majjor  of  that  regi- 
ment, Avhose  determined  courage  and  excellent  disposition  greatly 
delayed  the  advance  of  the  enemy  toward  the  railroad.  Both  of  these 
officers  (since  dead)  should  be  brevetted  for  their  gallantry  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mention  the  following  officers  aiid  enlisted  men 
for  praise  for  deeds  set  against  their  names,  and  to  reiterate  the  eulo- 
giums  of  their  regimental  commanders  : 

Third  Maryland  Battalion  Veteran  Volunteers. — Capt.  Joseph  F.  Carter, 
capturing  colors  of  the  Fifty-first  Virginia  Infantry  and  gallantry  on 
the  skirmish  line  and  in  the  first  assault. 

Second  Lieut.  John  Nape,  for  gallantry  in  forming  the  skirmish  line 
when  he  was  severely  wounded. 

Corpls.  Edward  Mitchell  and  John  H.  Locker,  of  Company  D,  cap- 
turing and  carrying  off  eighty  rebels,  including  nine  officers. 

Sergt.  Michael  Denahey,  Company  C ;  Corpl.  William  H .  Erdman, 
Private  Wilham  Brooks,  Company  D,  and  Private  Andrew  J.  Smith, 
Company  B,  for  capture  of  numerous  prisoners  and  being  the  foremost 
in  entering  Fort  Stedman.  The  last-mentioned  (Smith)  deserves  special 
praise  for  attempting  to  wrest  a  rebel  color  from  a  rebel,  but,  being  a 
mere  boy,  was  unable. 

Private  Patrick  McCian,  Company  O,  for  capturing  the  colors  of  the 
reported  Twelfth  Georgia  Battalion. 

Fourteenth  Netc  York  Heavy  Artillery. — Maj.  George  M.  Raiidall,  for 
great  gallantry  at  all  times  in  the  engagement;  escaping  when  taken 
prisoner. 

Capts.  Charles  H.  Houghton,  Joseph  P.  Cleary,  George  Brennan,  and 
Homer  Foote,  and  Lieut.  Charles  A.  O'Brien,  for  constant  and 
unwearied  exertion  throughout  the  action. 

Private  James  K.  Brady,  Company  H,  for  capturing  colors. 

Twenty  ninth  Massachusetts  Veteran  Volunteers. — Capt.  John  M.Deaue, 
commanding  the  regiment  after  the  capture  of  Major  Richardson,  and 
Lieut.  H.  C.  Joslyn,  captured  (Lieutenant  Joslyn  while  on  picket)  and 
escaped  through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  in  an  audacious  dash,  exposed 
to  every  danger;  worked  a  guji  in  Fort  Haskell  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  engagement,  only  leaving  it  to  charge  back  to  Battery  11. 

First  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Burgess,  mortally  wounded  in  a  hand-to-hand 
conflict  in  the  battery. 

First  Lieut.  D.  P.  Sculley,  acting  adjutant,  captured  and  escaped; 
acting  as  aide  in  the  last  part  of  the  engagement  and  exercising  cool 
and  bold  judgment. 

Color-Sergt.  Conrad  Homan  (already  recommended  for  a  medal  of 
honor),  for  saving  the  colors  when  surrounded  and  ordered  to  sur- 
render. 

Color-Corpl.*Nelson  Cook  (already  recommended  for  medal  of  honor), 
killed  in  defense  of  colors. 

Private  T.  M.  O'Brien,  Company  B,  who,  by  his  skill  as  wrestler, 
overset  into  a  rifle-pit  the  rebel  guard  who  was  conducting  him  to  the 
rear,  and  secured  thereby  the  escape  of  Captain  Pizer  and  five  men. 
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Private  Edward  Carney,  Company  G,  who,  with  a  gunanot  wound 
in  his  head,  and  beaten  severely  with  butts  of  muskets,  still  "  didn't 
see  "  surrender  and  fought  his  way  out. 

Sergt.  William  H.  Howe,  Company  K,  and  Private  Levi  B.  Gaylord, 
Company  A  (the  latter  previously  recommended  for  medal  of  honor), 
for  working  barbette  guns  in  Fort  Haskell,  side  by  side  with  Captain 
Deane  and  Lieutenant  Joslyn,  after  all  but  two  of  the  artillery  detach- 
ment had  been  killed  or  wounded. 

Private  Charles  L.  Ifightingale,  Company  H  (sentinel),  alarmed  the 
camp  and  killed  a  man  who  invaded  his  beat. 

The  following  men,  killed  in  the  defense  of  the  battery,  deserve 
notice:  First  Scrgt.  C.  F.  Harlow,  Company  C,  fought  three  of  the 
enemy  at  once;  Privates  William  Klinkler,  Company  E,  and  George 
E.  Snow,  Company  G ;  Private  Preserved  Westgate,  Company  F,  who 
fouglit  the  enemy  with  a  club  till  mortally  wounded. 

Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers. — Sergt.  Maj.  C.  H.  Pink- 
ham,  captured  battle-flag  of  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  and  saved 
his  own  colors  by  seizing  them  from  the  staff  while  the  enemy  were  in 
the  camp. 

First  Sergt.  George  Adams,  Company  G,  wounded  for  fifteenth  time. 

First  Sergt.  Charles  S.  Chase,  Company  H,  general  good  conduct, 
and  Sergt.  John  O'Donnell,  Company  A. 

Sergt.  William  F.  Oakes,  Company  K  (acting  officer),  for  saving 
Captain  Doherty  when  wounded,  and  First  Sergt.  William  Magner, 
Company  B. 

Sergt.  K.  Wesley  Williams,  Company  I  (wounded),  general  bravery, 
and  Corpl.  F.  S.  Cheney,  Company  C,  killed. 

Fifty-ninth  Massachtisetts  Volunteers.— First  Sergts.  Coburn  S.  Smith 
and  John  H.  Kelley,  Company  D,  for  general  gallantry,  and  the  latter  for 
assisting  in  working  a  piece  of  artillery  in  Fort  Haskell. 

Private  Joshua  W.  Carr,  Company  H,  was  steadily  brave,  and  won 
the  admiration  of  his  officers. 

One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers. — Maj.  N.  J.  Max- 
well, commanding  after  the  fall  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pentecost,  dis-" 
played  distinguished  gallantry. 

t;apt.  John  L.  Johnson  captured  the  colors  of  the  Fifth  Virginia 
Infantry. 

Color- Sergt.  Charles  Oliver,  Company  M,  captured  the  colors  of  the 
Thirty-first  (Georgia  Infantry  and  planted  the  regimental  colors  on 
Fort  Stedman  while  still  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Private  Joseph  B.  Chambers,  Company  F,  captured  colors  of  the 
First  Virginia  Infantry. 

Corpl.  M.  D.  Dewire,  Company  A,  captured  rebel  staff  and  part  of 
flag  and  recaptured  national  camp  color  staff. 

in  addition  to  these  Privates  John  Brown  and  Joseph  Becket,  Com- 
])any  C,  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  detailed  men  in  the 
subsistence  department,  deserve  piaise  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  resisted  the  advance  of  tlie  enemy,  using  the  guns  of  the 
captured  rebels,  and  fighting  on  the  skirmish  line.  Brown  being  pam- 
fully  wounded,  and  Becket  capturing  six  prisoners. 

(ieneral  McLaughlen  was  captured  about  4.30  a.  m.,  but  I  was  not 
notified  of  the  fact  till  about  6  a.m.,  when  I  assumed  command  of  the 

Vvvii  (yet  i\  f^ 

Nominal  lists  of  casualties  have  already  been  forwarded.*  The  stafl— 
Maj.   F.  B.  Mirick,  brigade  inspector;  Capt.  T.  W.  Clarke,   acting 

*  Embodied  in  table,  p.  70. 
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assistant  adjutant-geueral ;  Lieut.  John  D.  Anderson,  pioneer  officer, 
and  Lieut.  Matthew  Stewart,  acting  aide-decamp — behaved  creditably ; 
Lieut.  Thomas  Sturgis,  aide-de-camp,  was  captured  with  the  general. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILBERT  P.  EOBINSON, 
Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
Maj.  William  V.  Eichards, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Division. 


No.  14G. 


Report  of  Vapt.  Joseph  F.  Garter,   Third  Maryland  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Tuird  Maryland  Battalion  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  was  put  under 
arms  at  about  4  a.  m.  March  25,  in  consequence  of  unusual  firing  heard 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Stedman;  Brevet  Colonel  Kobiiison  (at  that 
time  in  command  of  the  battalion)  ordered  me  to  learn  the  cause  of 
the  alarm.  1  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  breaking  our 
lines  and  capturing  Fort  Stedman,  also  Batteries  Nos.  11  and  12,  and 
portions  of  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers and  Fonrteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery.  Finding  the 
enemy  advancing  in  the  rear  of  our  works,  we  tlirew  out  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers, having  the  rest  of  the  command  ready  for  their  support. 
After  the  enemy  had  driven  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  from 
their  camp,  our  skirmish  line  checked  their  farther  advance,  in  (ionjunc-  ' 
tion  with  a  portion  of  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania,  wlio  had 
rallied  at  our  skirmish  line.  We  succeeded  in  holding  the  enemy  until 
he  gradually  fell  back  into  a  narrow  ravine  on  the  left  of  iiattery  No. 
12,  when  our  skirmishers  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  camp 
of  the  One  hundredth'  Pennsylvania.  We  then  occupied  the  left  of  the 
line  of  breast-works,  and  when  the  enemy  commenced  to  retreat  we 
charged  along  our  works  and  were  the  first  to  re-enter  Fort  Stedman 
and  Batteries  Nos.  11  and  12,  capturing  some  200  ]>risoners.  Corpls. 
Edward  Mitchell  and  John  H.  Locker  took  off  as  many  as  eighty  rebels, 
including  nine  commissioned  ofticers. 

We  captured  two  stand  of  colors:  one  belonging  to  the  Fifty-first 
Virginia  Infantry,  captured  by  Capt.  JoseiJh  F.  Carter;  the  other 
belonging  to  the  Twerity-seventh  Georgia  Infantry  (erroneously  reported 
as  the  Twelfth  Alabama  Battalion),  captured  by  I'rivate  Patrick 
McCran,  of  Company  C,  Third  Maryland  Battalion  Veteran  Volunteer 
Infantry. 

I  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  bravery  of  the  following  enlisted 
men  of  the  battalion :  Sergt.  Michael  Denahey,  Company  C;  Corpls. 
Edward  Mitchell,  John  H.  Locker,  and  William  H.  Erdman,  and  Private 
William  Brooks,  Company  D,  and  Private  Andrew  J.  Smith,  Com- 
pany B,  for  gallantry  and  couvspicuous  conduct  during  tlie  engagement, 
and  assisting  in  the  capture  of  prisoners,  and  being  among  the  first  to 
re  enter  Fort  Stedman.  The  last-mentioned.  Private  Andrew  J.  Smith, 
of  Company  B,  deserves  great  credit  ibr  endeavoring  to  take  a  flag 
from  a  rebel,  but,  being  a  mere  youth,  his  strength  was  not  sufficient  to 
wrest  it  from  the  hands  of  the  color  bearer. 
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I  would  also  mention  the  gallantry  of  Second  Lieut.  John  Nape,  of 
Company  B,  in  forming  the  skirmish  line,  during  which  he  was  dis- 
abled by  a  severe  gunshot  wound  in  the  face. 

The  anxiety  manifested  by  the  troops  of  this  command  to  participate 
in  the  fight  was  highly  creditable,  the  officers  being  taxed  to  their 
utmost  to  prevent  the  support  from  joining  the  skirmish  line. 

We  lost — in  killed  1  enlisted  man ;  wounded,  1  commissioned  officer 
and  5  enlisted  men;  missing,  5  enlisted  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  F.  CAKTEE, 
Captain,  Cotnclg.  Third  Maryland  Battalion  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry. 
Capt.  T.  W.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  147. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  F.  Burch,  Third  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations 

March  25. 

IIeadquabtees  Thibd  Maryland  Volunteers, 

March  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  captain  of  the  picket,  March  25, 
1865. 

At  4  a.  m.  I  visited  the  picket-line  and  saw  that  the  men  were  up.  On 
visiting  the  line  1  did  not  notice  anything  unusual  on  the  enemy's  lines. 
After  visiting  the  right  of  the  picket-line  I  returned  to  the  left  of  that 
portion  of  the  line  in  front  of  Fort  Stedman  and  Battery  11,  where  the 
captain  of  the  picket  makes  his  headquarters.  I  had  not  returned  but 
a  few  minutes  when  the  man  on  lookout  gave  notice  that  the  enemy  were 
approaching.  At  that  moment  the  men  on  the  post  fired  their  pieces. 
At  the  same  time  I  ran  around  the  bombproof,  which  concealed  the 
right  of  the  line  from  my  view.  I  had  not  proceeded  far  wlien  I  noticed 
the  enemy  had  crossed  the  picket-line  and  making  for  Fort  Stedman. 
They  demanded  me  to  surrender,  and  fired  a  few  shots  at  me.  I  ran 
down  to  the  left  of  the  line.  On  coming  near  tlie  bomb-proof  I  found 
they  were  crossing  over  and  making  in  the  direction  of  Battery  11.  I 
then  made  for  camp  through  a  covered- way,  which  came  out  near  right 
of  the  Twenty -ninth  Massachusetts.  I  passed  down  the  left  of  the  line 
of  works  in  order  to  alarm  the  camps.  I  crossed  over  the  works  again, 
opposite  the  Third  Maryland,  and  went  down  on  the  picket-line  in  front 
of  that  portion  of  the  works  where  the  men  on  that  portion  of  the  picket- 
line  remained  firm  during  the  engagement.  The  portion  of  the  line 
attacked  by  the  enemy  was  so  near  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  they 
moved  with  such  rapidity,  many  of  the  pickets  did  not  have  a  chance 
to  reload  their  pieces.  There  were  several  of  the  men  wounded,  and  a 
number  taken  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  BtJECH, 
Captain,  Third  Maryland  Volunteers. 

Capt.  T.  W.  ClAEKE, 

Actg.  As'st.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Biv.,  9th  Army  Corps. 
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No.  148. 

Report  of  Gapt.  John  M.  Deane,  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  35. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Veteran  Vols., 

liear  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  Tv^ith  circular  received,  I  have  the  liouor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  command  in  the 
action  of  March  25, 1865 : 

The  alarm  was  first  given  by  the  trench  guard,  just  as  the  enemy 
were  entering  Fort  Stedman.  Before  our  men  had  time  to  man  the 
works  the  enemy  entered  our  camp  at  the  north  front.  They  fired  no 
shots,  but  used  the  butts  of  their  musket§.  The  three  companies  on 
that  front  were  captured,  and  the  enemy  then  advanced  to  the  west 
front,  where  they  were  met  by  Companies  B,  C,  E,  and  H,  and  a  desperate 
encounter  ensued,  in  which  most  of  our  men  were  taken  prisoners.  The 
regiment  now  rallied  at  that  part  of  the  line  between  Batteries  11  and 
12,  and  repulsed  the  enemy  as  they  advanced,  and  drove  them  from  oUr 
camp.  As  our  prisoners  were  being  taken  to  the  rear  they  found  the 
pickets  in  our  immedisite  front  still  occupying  their  pits.  Four  ofBcers 
and  many  of  our  men  who  at  one  time  were  priijoners  broke  from  their 
guards  and  escaped.  Soon  after  daylight  the  enemy  swept  around  our 
rear  from  Fort  Stedman,  when  the  regiment  retired  to  Fort  Haskell, 
where  it  remained  during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement. 

There  were  many  instances  of  individual  gallantry.  Lieut.  Nathaniel 
Burgess,  Company  E,  fought  gallantly  at  the  west  front,  refused  to  sur- 
render, and  fell  mortally  wounded.  Lieut.  H.  C.  Joslyn,  Company  G, 
was  captured  on  the  picket-line,  broke  from  his  guard  and  rejoined  his 
regiment,  passing  through  a  column  of  the  enemy  marching  along  the 
works;  he  afterward  fought  with  distinguished  gallantry  at  Fort 
Haskell,  aiding  in  the  working  of  a  piece  of  artillery.  Color-Sergt. 
Conrad  Homan  was  ordered  to  surrender  with  his  colors,  but  refused  so 
to  do,  and  escaped.  Private  T.  M.  O'Brien,  Company  B,  while  being 
taken  to  the  rear  with  other  prisoners,  at  a  given  signal  tripped  one  of 
the  guards,  threw  him  into  a  ditch,  and,  with  Capt.  Pizer  and  several 
men,  made  his  escape.  First  Sergt.  C.  F.  llarlow.  Company  C,  refused 
to  surrender  when  summoned  to  by  three  of  the  enemy,  and  was  killed. 
Private  W.  Klinkler,  Company  B,  placed  himself  at  the  entrance  of 
a  bomb-proof,  refused  all  demands  for  a  surrender,  and  fell  fighting 
gallantly.  Private  Preserved  Westgate,  Company  F,  fought  the  enemy 
with  a  club  until  mortally  wounded.  Color-Corpl.  Nelson  Cook,  Com- 
pany G,  fell  fighting  with  distinguished  gallantry.  Private  George 
E.  Snow,  Company  G,  a  sentinel,  fell  fighting  at  his  post.  Private 
Edward  Carney,  Company  G,  was  seized  by  the  throat  and  ordered  to 
surrender;  he  replied,  " I  don't  see  it;"  received  several  severe  blows 
upon  the  back  with  a  musket  and  a  slight  gunshot  wound  in  the  head ; 
he  freed  himself  from  the  enemy  and  escaped.  Private  Charles  L. 
Nightingale,  Company  H,  a  sentinel,  remained  at  his  post  and  shot  one 
of  the  enemy  who  demanded  his  surrender.  Sergt.  William  H.  Howe, 
Company  K,  and  Private  Levi  B.  Gaylord,  Company  A,  fought  with  dis- 
tinguished gallantry  at  Fort  Haskell,  aiding  in  the  working  of  a  piece 
of  artillery  mounted  en  barbette  after  all  but  two  of  the  batterymeu 
belonging  to  the  piece  had  been  killed  or  wounded. 


Chap.  LVm.]  THE   EICHMOND   CAMPAIGN.  339 

The  following  are  the  casualties  iu  this  command  during  the  day:  9 
enlisted  men  killed,  2  officers  and  4  enlisted  men  wounded,  3  officers 
and  47  enlisted  men  missing. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  DEANE, 
Captain,  Commanding  lieqiment. 
Capt.  T.  W.  Clarke, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  9th  Army  Corps. 


No.  149. 


Heport  of  Lieut.   Col.  Julius  M.   Tucker,   Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  35. 

Camp  of  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Vol.  Infty, 

Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  March  27, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the 
25tli : 

At  the  sound  of  unusually  Jieavy  musketry  the  command  formed 
line  of  battle  near  its  camp  about  4  a.  m.  Esca))ed  pickets  reported 
the  enemy  in  heavy  force  in  possession  of  the  line  of  works  in  our  front, 
and  Companies  G  and  K  were  deployed  forward  as  skirmishers,  the 
regiment  advancing  to  the  attack,  the  enemy  advancing  simultaneously 
and  in  the  darkness  effecting  the  capture  of  a  portion  of  right  wing  of 
skirmish  line.  Information  having  been  received  of  the  lodgment  made 
by  the  enemy  in  Fort  Stedman,  tlie  skirmishers  were  withdrawn,  and 
the  regiment  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  fort,  with  intention  of  attempt- 
ing its  recapture  by  assault,  but  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  on  both 
flanks  forced  a  retirement,  which  was  conducted  in  good  order.  The 
enemy's  advance  was  checked  by  the  regiment  in  four  positions  suc- 
cessively taken  up  while  in  line  of  retreat,  but  from  all  of  which  it  was 
compelled  to  retire  by  repeated  demonstrations  on  its  flanks.  The  crest 
overlooking  the  plain  now  presented  the  best  possible  defensive  posi- 
tion, and  the  battery  at  its  summit,  the  possession  of  which  was  evi- 
dently the  enemy's  object,  and  which  would  have  given  him  an  incal- 
cnhible  advantage,  was  entirely  without  support.  The  regiment  accord- 
ingly took  up  position  iu  its  rear;  subsequently  was  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers to  cover  advance  of  portion  of  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army 
Corps,  and  moved  forward,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  precipitately  with- 
diawing.  Successive  charges  were  made  to  recover  the  camp  of  the 
regiment,  the  third  of  which  was  rewarded  by  most  complete  success, 
the  enemy  fleeing  in  helpless  disorganization  or  surrendering  as  pris- 
oners of  war. 

The  numerical  and  nominal  casualty  lists  have  already  been  for- 
warded you,  but  the  irreparable  loss  to  the  regiment  and  the  service  in 
the  death  of  Capt.  James  Doherty,  acting  field  officer,  and  under  whose 
immediate  supervision  the  operations  of  the  regiment  were  mainly  con- 
ducted, deserves  more  particular  mention  in  this  rt.'port.  By  most 
conspicuous  bravery  invariably  displayed,  by  the  complete  subordina- 
tion of  his  every  regard  for  his  personal  safety  in  action  to  his  eftbrts 
to  secure  victory,  by  his  remarkable  executive  ability  and  tactical 
skill,  he  had  long  since  achieved  a  reputation  as  a  most  reliiiblo,  bril- 
liant, and  invaluable  officer,  and  in  consideration  of  the  pre-eminent 
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display  of  these  qualities  on  the  25th,  and  of  the  large  contribution  to 
the  gratifying  result  made  by  his  eflorts,  I  earnestly  recommend  that 
promotion  by  brevet  or  otherwise  be  awarded  liis  name. 

First.  Lieut.  Albert  M.  Murdock,  killed  Avith  the  colors  of  the  regi- 
ment in  his  hand,  which  he  had  grasped  to  lead  a  charge,  deserves  espe- 
cial mention  for  gallantry. 

To  every  officer  of  the  command  present  in  the  action  1  know  that 
honorable  mention  for  distinguished  services  is  due;  but  as  they  as  a 
unit  co-operated  in  the  execution  of  tlie  movements  resulting  so  success- 
fully, so  to  them  collectively  do  I  confess  my  obligations. 

The  following  enlisted  men  were  observed  as  conducting  themselves 
bravely  and  performing  specific  acts  of  gallantry,  enumerated  below, 
viz: 

Sergt.  Maj.  Charles  H.  Pinkham — captured  battle-flag  of  Fifty- 
seventh  North  Carolina  (rebel);  saved  colors  of  his  regiment  from  cap- 
ture, seizing  them  from  a  tent  after  the  enemy  had  entered  the  regi- 
mental camp. 

First  Sergt.  George  Adams,  Company  G — conspicuous  bravery  on 
skirmish  line,  receiving  his  fifteenth  wound,  continuing  with  regiment 
after  being  wounded. 

First  Sergt.  Charles  S.  Chase,  Company  H,  acting  color- sergeant — 
general  good  conduct. 

Sergt.  John  O'Donnell,  Company  A — rallying  and  encouraging  his 
men ;  has  participated  in  every  engagement  with  his  company  and  regi- 
ment since  its  entry  into  service. 

Sergt.  William  F.  Oakes,  Company  K  (missing  in  action,  and  acting 
lieutenant) — gallantry  while  in  command  of  portion  of  skirmish  line; 
carried  Captain  Uoherty  to  rear;  resisted  attempt  of  eueaiy  to  kill  him 
(Doherty)  after  being  taken  prisoner. 

First  Sergt.  William  Magner,  Company  B — general  bravery. 

Sergt.  R.  Wesley  Williams,  Company  I  (wounded) — general  bravery. 

Corpl.  Frederick  S.  Cheney,  Company  C  (killed),  color  corporal — gen- 
eral bravery. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  TUCKER, 

lAeiit.  Col.  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Vol.  Infty.,  Comdg.  Regiment. 

Capt.  Thomas  W.  Clarkk, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  9th  Army  Corps. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Ezra  P.  Gould,  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteeks, 

Before  Petersburg,  March  27, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  March  25, 1865: 

The  regiment  was,  on  its  first  arrival  at  the  front,  ordered  to  occupy 
and  hold  Battery  11,  which  it  did  until  the  lines  on  either  side  were 
deserted  or  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  rebels'  line  of  battle,  com- 
pletely outflanking  my  ])osition,  was  within  a  very  short  distance,  when 
I  gave  the  order  "by  tl'e  right  flank,  over  the  works,  to  Fort  Haskell," 


Chap.  LVm.]  THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN.  341 

which  most  of  the  men  complied  with  and  arrived  safely  in  the  fort. 
This  position,  being  the  only  tenable  and  defensible  part  of  the  brigade 
line,  was  occupied  by  nearly  all  the  regimental  commanders  with  their 
connnands,and  from  thereweopened  fire  onFort  Stednianwith  musketiy 
and  artillery,  so  heavy  as  to  compel  the  enemy  to  leave  the  fort  three 
several  times;'  but  finding  that  it  was  not  occupied  again  by  our  troops 
they  returned  each  time,  till  finally  we  were  re^enforced  by  the  Third 
Division  and  the  enemy  were  driven  from  our  works. 

Of  the  men  in  this  command,  while  all  to  my  personal  knowledge  be- 
haved nobly,  First  Sergt.  Coburn  S.  Smith,  Company  D,  and  Sergt.  John 
H.  Kelley,  Company  D,  made  themselves  specially  consjucuous  by  the 
rapid  and  effective  tire  that  they  kept  up  from  an  exposed  situation,  the 
latter  helping  the  batterymen  work  one  of  their  guns,  the  most  exposed 
and  dangerous  work  done  in  the  fort,  a  good  part  of  the  time ;  and  Private 
Joshua  W.  Carr,  Company  H,  though  performing  no  special  act  of  valor, 
won  my  admiration  and  that  of  the  other  officers  by  his  steady  bravery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EZRA  P.  GOULD, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  T.  W.  Clakke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  151. 


Report  of  Maj.  George  M.  Randall,  Fourteenth  Neto  Yorlc  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
Fort  Stedman,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27,  1865, 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  attack  made  on  Fort  Stedman  and  Battery  No.  10  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th  instant: 

At  3  a.  m.  the  ofiBcers  of  my  command  were  informed  by  a  sergeant 
of  the  picket  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  our  works  in  my  imme- 
diate front.  1  at  once  ordered  my  command  to  the  worlcs.  On  reach- 
ing them  I  found  that  some  few  men  of  the  enemy  were  on  the  works  to 
the  right  of  Battery  No.  10,  who  made  a  most  desperate  attempt  to  gain 
possession.  My  command  opened  fire,  and  succeeded  in  foiling  their 
attempt.  The  enemy  were  re-enforced,  and  made  auotluir  desperate 
attempt.  Afewhad  gained  our  works,  but  these  were  captured  and  sent 
to  the  rear,  i  ordered  my  men  to  use  their  bayonets  and  the  butts  of 
their  muskets,  which  they  did  most  gallantly,  fighting  hand  to  hand 
with  the  enemy.  The  next  attack  was  made  on  Fort  Stedman,  and  not- 
withstanding the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  suddenness  of  the 
attack,. Succeeded  in  checking  them  at  these  points.  The  tliird  attack, 
the  enemy  met  with  better  success,  they  having  flanked  us  on  our  right 
and  left,  and  charging  us  at  daybreak  with  overwhelming  force,  made 
it  necessary  for  my  men  to  retreat,  which  they  did,  toward  the  first 
battalion  of  my  regiment,  now  at  Fort  Haskell. 

The  officers  of  Forts  Stedman  and  Haskell  behaved  most  gallantly 
during  the  engagement.  I  would  take  occasion  to  mention  the  names 
of  Captains  Houghton,  Cleary,  Brennan,  Poote,  and  Lieut.  Charles  A. 
O'Brien,  for  their  valuable  services  rendered  during  the  engagement. 
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One  stiind  of  colors  was  captured  by  Private  James  K.  Brady,  H 
Company,  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  attack  I  immediately  sent  orderlies  to 
the  Twenty-ninth  and  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Regiments,  also  to 
brigade  and  division  headquarters,  asking  for  immediate  support,  stat- 
ing that  it  .would  be  impossible  for  me  to  hold  the 'works  unless 
re-enforced  immediately. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Third 
New  Jersey  Light  Artillery  for  their  noble  conduct.  The  First  Con- 
necticut Heavy  Artillery  fought  hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy  while 
protecting  their  mortars,  and  then  remained  with  them  until  the  last 
moment;  also  the  Nineteenth  New  York  (Captain  Rogers)  Battery,  and 
one  section  of  the  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Battery. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  RANDALL, 
Major  Fourteenth  Neiv  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Gomdg.  Regt. 
Bvt.  Col.  G.  P.  Robinson, 

Gominanding  Third  Brig.,  First  Biv.,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Norman  J.  Maxwell,  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Vols., 

March  27,  I860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  regiment  on  the  25th  instant: 

Immediately  upon  ascertaining  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of 
Fort  Stedman,  Colonel  Pentecost  ordered  a  skirmish  line  to  be  thrown 
from  the  mortar  battery  immediately  [on]  our  right  (Battery  11)  across 
the  iield  to  our  (then)  right.  .This  line,  supported  by  one  company, 
succeeded  for  a  few  minutes  in  stopping  the  enemy's  advance,  but  being 
pressed  by  a  heavy  line  of  battle  were  compelled  to  retire.  Perceiving 
that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  hold  our  line  of  works,  three  com- 
panies were  ordered  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  old  works  immediately  in 
our  rear,  and  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  directed  to  rally  in  Fort 
Haskell.  While  superintending  the  movement  to  Fort  Haskell  Colonel 
Pentecost  was  mortally  wounded.  When  the  rebels  occupied  our  camp 
the  part  of  the  regiment  in  the  fort  and  the  detached  companies  opened 
fire  upon  them,  and,  in  common  with  the  other  troojis,  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing them  out.  The  line  was  almost  immediately  reoccupied,  and  with 
the  men  at  my  command  I  pressed  on  to  Fort  Stedman. 

Color-Sergt.  Charles  Oliver  planted  his  colors  on  Fort  Stedman 
while  it  was  still  occupied  by  a  portion  of  the  enemy.  The  following  is 
a  list  of  colors  captured,  with  the  names  of  their  captors:  Colors  Fifth 
Virginia  Infantry,  captured  by  Capt.  John  L.  Johnson,  Company  D ; 
colors  First  Virginia  Infantry,  captured  by  Private  Joseph  B.  Cham- 
bers, Company  F;  colors  Thirty-first  Georgia  Infantry,  captured  by 
Color-Sergt.  Charles  Oliver,  Company  M;  rebel  stalf  and  part  of  color 
and  national  cami)  color  stafi",  captured  by  Corpl.  M.  D.  Dewire,  Com- 
pany A. 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  were  captured  by  the  regiment,  but  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing  how  many. 
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All  the  oflScers  and  men  who  came  iinder  my  notice  behaved  so  well 
that  I  cannot  mention  particular  instances  of  bravery. 
Full  details  of  casualties  have  already  been  forwarded.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  MAXWELL, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Ca]>taiii  Clarke, 

Actiiifj  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  .153. 


Report    of  Maj.    Thomas    Mathews,    Seventeenth    Michigan   Infantry 
[Engineers),  of  operations  March  25. 

IIdqrs.  Seventeentii  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following-  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  regiment  during  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  the  25th 
instant : 

That  portion  of  the  regiment  in  camp  (about  100  men)  was  under 
arms  and  reported  at  division  headquarters  at  5  a.  m.  About  5.30 
o'clock,  as  soon  as  daylight  revealed  the  position  of  the  enemy's  advance, 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Willcox  to  deploy  the  regiment  and  oppose 
his  skirmishers,  then  advanced  nearly  to  the  creek,  in  front  of  the 
Dunn  House  Battery.  At  this  moment  one  of  the  regiments  of  the 
Third  Division  advanced  on  the  double-quick  and  formed  on  the  bank 
of  the  creek  in  front  of  the  battery.  I  deployed  the  Seventeenth  on  the 
ri};ht  of  this  regiment,  covering  the  space  between  it  and  the  Peters- 
burg and  City  Point  Railroad,  and  advanced  on  the  double-quick  to  an 
old  line  of  works  extending  across  the  plain  nearly  at  right  angles  with 
the  railroad.  As  we  advanced  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  threw 
down  their  arms  and  gave  themselves  up.  The  enemy  being  in  strong 
force  in  the  road  between  Batteries  9  and  10,  we  were  compelled  to 
halt  in  the  works  above  mentioned,  where  we  engaged  him  at  easy 
raTige.  When  the  enemy  finally  gave  way  my  line  advanced  with  the 
line  on  its  left  and  reoccupied  the  works  taken  early  in  the  morning,  at 
about  8  a.  m.  Here  we  captured  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  entire 
number  captured  by  the  regiment  is  between  fifty  and  sixty. 

The  regiment  suffered  a  loss  of  but  one  man  killed — Private  Welling- 
ton Hendrickson,  of  Company  G.  This  small  loss  is  owing  chiefly  to 
the  regiment  having  been  deployed  to  cover  so  long  a  line. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  behaved  with  admirable 
coolness  during  the  entire  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  MATHEWS, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Bvt.  Maji.  William  V.  Richards, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Ninth  Armij  Corps: 

'  Embodied  in  table,  p.  70. 
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No.  154. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  F.  Sartranft,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Third  Division,  of  operations  February  5-10  and  March  25. 

Headquartees  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

February  13,  1865. 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  late  movement  on  the  left,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hatcher's  Kun : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  near  3  p.  m.,  5tli  instant,  I  moved  my 
command  as  soon  as  possible,  the  jvholc  division  being  on  the  march 
in  light  order  by  4  n.  m.  At  8  j),  m.  I  reported  to  Major-General 
Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  some  two  miles  down 
the  Vaughanlioad  from  Fort  Siebert,  with  my  command  in  good  order, 
having  made  the  march  very  rapidly,  and,  as  I  believe,  without  a 
straggler.  General  Humphreys  placed  me  in  position  on  his  immediate 
right,  with  orders  to  entrench  myself  during  the  night;  my  right  rested 
a  few  rods  in  front  of  the  Claypole  house,  the  left  on  a  wide,  impene- 
trable swamp  which  covered  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps,  the  general 
direction  of  my  line  being  nearly  north  and  south.  At  daylight  on  the 
6th  instant  tlie  command  had  a  good  line  of  works  1,000  yards  in 
length,  joined  on  the  right  by  a  line  constructed  by  the  First  Division, 
Sixth  Army  Corps.  Near  10  a.  m.  I  received  orders  from  General 
Humphreys  to  send  out  a  regiment  on  a  reconnaissance,  with  instruc- 
tions to  move  by  way  of  the  Smith  and  Hawks  houses,  and  ascertain, 
if  possible,  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy  outside  of  their  main 
works  with  the  view  of  attacking  him  in  force  if  found.  I  ordered  out 
the  Two  hundredthPennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-ColonelMcCall 
commanding,  under  charge  of  Captain  Watts,  one  of  my  staff  officers, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  various  roads  in  the  vicinity  as  well  as 
the  position  of  the  enemy's  main  line.  This  officer  soon  reported  that 
there  was  no  enemy  in  my  front  outside  of  their  works,  except  tlie 
usual  pickets,  who  occupied  their  customary  pits,  when,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  General  Humphreys,  the  party  were  ordered  to  return 
to  the  division.  At  2  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  at  once  relieve  General 
Wheaton's  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps  from  the  line  on  my  right,  and 
hold  the  extended  works  from  my  present  left  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Cummings.  By  placing  my  reserve  regiments  on  the  line,  I  still  had  a 
reasonably  strong  one.  Large  details  were  immediately  sent  out  to 
slash  the  timber  in  front. 

February  7,  the  slashing  was  continued  with  all  the  available  axes. 
At  1  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  hold  1,500  men  in  readiness  to  move 
promptly  to  the  support  of  Major-General  Warren,  Fifth  Corps,  in  the 
event  of  its  being  absolutely  necessary.  I  ordered  Colonel  Diven, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  to  call  in  all  details  and  hold  his  brigade 
ready  to  move  jiromptly  in  answer  to  such  a  call,  the  axes  in  his  posses- 
sion being  transferred  to  tlie  Second  Brigade,  which  sent  out  an  addi- 
tional detail  to  keep  them  occupied. 

February  8,  9,  and  10  were  occupied  in  opening  and  building  roads. 
At  7  p.  m.,  10th  instant,  I  received  orders  from  General  Humphreys, 
relieving  my  command  from  duty  with  the  Second  Army  Corps.  The 
command  moved  at  8  o'clock,  reaching  camp  between  11  and  12  o'clock 
the  same  night. 
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Although  the  command  did  not  become  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
yet  they  performed  all  labors  and  marches  with  the  utmost  promptness, 
each  and  all  seeming  willing  and  anxious  to  do  what  was  required  of 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  F.  HAETEANFT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Carps. 


Headquakters  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  command  in  tlie  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Fort  Sted- 
man  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  March  ultimo : 

Immediately  upon  hearing  the  alarm  on  the  right  of  the  line,  which 
was  about  4.30  a.  m..  Captain  Dalien,  of  my  staff,  who  was  on  duty  as 
staff  officer  of  the  day,  was  sent  from  my  headquarters,  which  were  at 
the  Avery  house,  to  Colonel  Harriman  and  Brigadier-General  Mc- 
Laughlen,  commanding  brigades  in  the  First  Division,  and  ascertain 
the  cause  of  the  alarm ;  at  the  same  time  orders  were  sent  to  my  brigade 
commanders,  and  their  commands  were  und^er  arms  ready  for  any 
emergency.  The  position  of  my  division,  whi<jjS,consists  of  two  brigades, 
was  as  follows:  One  regiment,  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, near  the  Dunn  House  Battery;  the  Two  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  at  Meade's  Station ;  the  Two  hundred  and 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  on  the  right  of  the  Avery  house;  the 
Two  hundred  and  fifth  and  Two  hundred  and  seventh  liegiments 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  on  the  army  line  railroad,  near  Fort  Pres- 
cott,  and  the  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  near 
the  railroad,  about  half-way  between  Forts  Alex.  Hays  and  Howard. 
At  5.10  a.  m.  Cajitain  Dalien  returned  to  headquarters  with  a  dispatch 
from  General  McLaughlen's  he-idquarters,  and  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

Headquakters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  S5, 1865. 
General:  The  enemy  liavc  attacked  our  lines  and  carried  a  portion  of  its  works 
(from  Battery  11  and  Stedman  to  the  right).     They  are  now  moving  towards  tlie 
Appomattox.     General  on  the  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

CLARKE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

A  few  moments  afterward  I  received  dis])atch  from  Major-General 
Parke,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  S5, 1865—5.15  a.  m. 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  the  brigade  at  Meade's 
Station  to  re-enforce  General  Willcox,  in  order  to  recapture  a  battery  reported  to  be 
taken  by  the  enemy  on  his  front  and  near  Fort  Stedman. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.T.  L.  VAN  BUREN, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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I  immediately  started  in  person  to  the  right,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  the  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers to  report  to  General  McLaughlen.  I  then  went  to  communicate 
with  Major-General  Willcox,  commanding  First  Division,  whose  head- 
quarters were  at  the  Friend  house.  I  found  the  Two  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  moving  toward  General  Willcox's  headquar- 
ters, and  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  had  already 
moved  out  of  camp  dnd  had  halted  with  the  right  resting  near  the 
Dunn  House  Batterj'.  This  was  doTie  by  the  order  of  Majjor-General 
Willcox,  the  regiment  having  had  directions  to  obey  the  orders  of  Gen- 
eral Willcox  in  case  of  an  attack,  to  avoid  delay,  the  distance  to  my 
headquarters  being  so  great,  owing  to  the  length  of  the  line  covered  by 
my  command.  I  asked  General  Willcox  to  send  one  of  his  staff  to 
direct  the  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  he 
designated  Captain  Brackett,  aide-de-camp,  to  perform  this  duty,  who 
led  the  regiment  by  the  flank  down  the  road  to  the  left  of  the  Friend 
house.  It  was  now  sufficiently  light  to  see  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
advancing  from  the  rear  and  our  right  of  Fort  Stedman  toward  the 
ravine  and  covering  the  main  road  leading  from  Stedman  to  the  Ninth 
Corps  hospitals.  Seeing  this  movement  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  finding  a  small  party  of  men  from  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  in  front  of  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
under  command  of  a  captain,  engaging  them,  and  from  whom  I  ascer- 
tained that  this  detachment  had  been  driven  from  its  camp  and  that  all 
that  was  left  of  the  regiment  had  been  rallied  at  that  i)oint,  I  ordered 
his  detachment  to  move  forward  to  its  old  camp,  and  I  immediately 
advanced  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  the  camp  of 
the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts,  in  rear  of  Stedman,  without  sustaining 
any  very  serious  damage.  The  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers  was  broken, 
but  he  was  in  force  in  the  left  end  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts 
camp,  on  the  road  running  in  rear  of  Stedman  and  in  a  line  of  works 
running  about  parallel  with  our  line.  I  sent  Major  Shorkley,  of  my 
staff,  to  bring  up  the  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
to  form  a  connection  on  the  right  of  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  I  immediately  attacked  with  the  Two  hundredth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  but  finding  the  enemy  too  strong  and  my  right 
suffering  very  much  from  a  heavy  fire  from  Stedman  and  the  troops  in 
the  road,  the  regiment  was  forced  to  retire  to  an  old  line  of  works  about 
forty  yards  in  rear  of  and  to  the  right  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachu- 
setts camp.  The  enemy  seeing  this  regiment  retire,  I  feared  that  he 
would  take  advantage  of  it  and  attack  me,  and  I  therefore  attacked  a 
second  time  and  gained  quite  a  good  position.  I  held  this  position  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  losing  very  heavily  (the  loss  in  this  regiment 
being  about  100  at  this  point),  when  the  line  wavered  and  fell  back  to 
and  was  rallied  on  the  old  line  of  works  from  wliich  it  had  advanced 
the  second  time.  Here  the  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers formed  a  connection  on  the  right  of  the  Two  hundredth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  fire  from  Battery  9,  which 
had  opeued,  and  the  Twentieth  Michigan,  which  garrisoned  this  bat- 
tery, and  the  Second  and  Seventeenth  Michigan,  of  the  First  Divison, 
which  covered  the  ground  between  the  right  of  the  Two  hundred  and 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Battery  0, 1  had  a  strong  line,  which 
I  determined  could  be  held  and  check  any  farther  advance  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  I  therefore  ordered  the  troops  to  act  on  the  defensive. 

I  saw  that  I  could  accomplish  nothing  more  with  the  force  I  had 
engaged,  and  having  fully  satisfied  myself  that  this  advance  was  not  a 


Chap.  LVIII.l  THE   EIOHMOND    CAMPAIGN.  347 

feint  on  tbe  part  of  tlie  enemy,  but  a  serious  and  determined  attack,  I 
dispatched  an  orderly  to  bring  up  my  Second  Brigade,  and  I  went  to 
confer  with  General  Willcox  in  regard  to  the  situation.  On  my  way 
to  General  Willcox's  headquarters  I  saw  Colonel  Loring,  of  General 
Parke's  staff",  througli  whom  I  received  an  order  to  place  my  Second 


.  .  ,,  I  regiments  I 

Brigade,  the  Two  hundred  and  fifth  and  Two  hundred  and  seventh 
Peunsylviinia  Volunteers,  had  already  been  moved  to  the  right  as  far 
as  tbe  Avery  house,  on  the  double-quick,  by  Major  Bertolette,  assistant 
adjutant-general  (who  received  the  order  to  do  so  through  Colonel  Van 
Bnren,  aide-de-camp  on  General  Parke's  staff),  and  were  by  him  con- 
ducted through  the  ravine  on  the  right  of  the  Avery  house  to  a  point 
on  the  right  of  General  McLaughlen's  headquarters  and  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  Stedman  under  cover.  I  then  went  to  General  McLaughlen's 
headquarters  and  found  the  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  in  a  good  position  on  the  right  of  his  headquarters,  left 
resting  near  Fort  Haskell  and  facing  northward.  Several  small  detach- 
ments of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  mostly  from  the  One  hunr 
dredth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  numbering,  perhaps,  200 
men,  were  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  and  between  it  and  Fort  Haskell.  I  also  found  that 
the  reserves  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  had  formed  a  line  on 
the  right  of  and  at  right  angles  with  the  main  line  held  by  that  bri- 
gade. The  Two  hundred  and  fifth  and  Two  hundred  and  seventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  Two 
hundred  and  eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  the  distance  from 
the  left  of  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  the  right  of 
the  Second  Brigade  was  probably  about  300  yards,  which  distance  was 
not  covered  by  any  troops. 

I  saw  that  any  farther  advance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  impos- 
sible under  the  concentrated  infantry  fire  from  the  Two  hundredth  and 
Two  hundred  and  ninth  Eegiments  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Bat- 
teries 9  and  ilcGilvery  on  the  right,  and  the  Two  hundred  and  fifth, 
Two  hundred  and  seventh,  and  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Regiments 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fort  Haskell  on  the  left,  and  from  the 
field  artillery  in  position  on  the  hills  in  rear  of  Stedman,  the  fire  of 
which  was  concentrated  on  the  fort,  and  covering  the  open  space  in 
rear.  This  jjosition  being  so  favorable,  I  did  not  move  the  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifth  and  Two  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  in  position  on  the  hills  covering  Meade's  Station, 
as  ordered  through  Colonel  Loring,  but  ordered  the  Two  hundred  and 
eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (which  had  notyetarrived 
on  the  ground  on  account  of  the  great  distance  from  its  camp  on  the 
left  to  this  point)  to  take  this  position.  It  was  now  about  7.30  a.  m., 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Parke,  through  one  of  his  staff', 
to  retake  the  line.  My  plan  of  attack  was  as  follows :  Orders  were  sent 
out  that  an  assault  would  be  made  by  my  whole  division  in  fifteen  min- 
utes, and  that  the  signal  for  the  assault  would  be  the  advance  of  the 
Two  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  from  the  hill  in 
the  rear  towaid  Stedman.  Captain  Hodgkins  was  directed  to  advance 
with  the  Second  Brigade  under  Colonel  Mathews,  Major  Bertolette  with 
the  Two  hundredth  and  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers on  the  right,  and  as  soon  as  the  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  could  be  put  into  position  it  was  advanced  toward 
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Steduiau,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Watts,  aide-de-camp,  in  full 
view  of  the  enemy.  This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  the 
attention  and  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  cover  tlie  movement  of  the  balance 
of  the  division  which  was  to  carry  the  works.  Tliis  ruse  was  a  com- 
plete success.  The  enemy,  seeing  the  advance  of  this  regiment,  num- 
bering about  600  muskets,  in  such  handsome  manner,  commenced  to 
waver,  when  the  balance  of  the  division  (jJiarged  with  a  will,  in  the  most 
gallant  style,  and  in  a  moment  Stedman,  Batteries  11  and  12,  and  the 
entire  line  which  had  been  lost,  was  recaptured  with  a  large  number  of 
prisoners,  battle-flags,  and  small-arms.  After  the  troops  had  com- 
menced moving  to  niake  this  assault,  I  received  orders  not  to  make  it 
until  a  division  of  the  Sixth  Army  (Jor])s,  which  was  on  its  way  to 
support  me,  had  arrived,  but  I  saw  that  the  enemy  had  already  com- 
menced to  waver,  and  that  success  was  certain.  I,  therefore,  allowed 
the  lines  to  charge;  besides  this,  it  was  doubtful  wliether  I  could  have 
communicated  with  the  regiments  on  the  flanks  in  time  to  counter- 
mand the  movement. 

From  the  reports  of  my  subordinate  commanders  as  well  as  from  my 
own  observation,  at  least  1,500  of  the  prisoners,  and  all  the  battle-flags 
captured,  were  taken  by  and  passed  to  the  rear  through  the  lines  of  my 
division,  but  were  afterward  collected  by  otlier  troops,  while  but  about 
770  prisoners  and  one  battle-flag  were  credited  to  my  command.  The 
oflicers  and  men  were  so  eager  to  regain  the  lost  ground,  and  regimental 
commanders  so  desirous  to  maintain  their  several  organizations,  which 
had  been  somewhat  broken  after  charging  through  the  bomb-proofs 
and  old  works  around  the  forts,  that  little  or  no  attention  was  paid  to 
the  trophies  of  this  brilliant  victory. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  division,  composed  entirely  of  new  troops, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  promptness  in  moving  forward  to  the 
point  of  attack,  to  which  in  a  great  measure  is  owing  the  success  of  the 
day,  and  for  their  gallant  conduct  throughout  the  action. 

The  Two  hundredth  llegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lientenant- 
Colonel  McCall  commanding,  deserves  particulai-  mention.  This  regi- 
ment was  put  to  the  severest  test,  and  behaved  with  the  greatest 
flrmness  and  steadiness.  The  regiment  made  two  stubborn  attacks  on 
the  enemy,  and  when  compelled  to  retire  it  fell  back  in  good  order. 

Among  the  many  ofQcers  of  this  command  who  did  their  duty  I  cannot 
refrain  from  noticing  especially  the  conduct  of  Col.  J.  A.  Mathews, 
Two  hundred  and  fiftli  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  for  the  promptness  in  which  lie  moved  his  connnand  to  the 
scene  of  action,  and  for  his  gallantry  in  the  final  assault. 

Col.  C.  W.  Diven,  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  who  went  early  to  General  McLauglilen's 
headfinartcrs,  for  the  disposition  made  by  him  of  the  Two  hundred  and 
eighth  llegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  other  troops  near 
Haskell,  which  checked  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy  toward  the 
left. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  II.  McCall,  commanding  Two  hundredth  Pegiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for  his  coolness  and  bravery,  and  for  the 
skill  displayed  by  him  in  handling  his  regiment. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Frederick  and  Maj.  John  L.  Richey,  Two  hun 
dred  and  ninth  llegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  behaved  with 
great  gallantrv  in  advancing  their  regiment  and  in  the  final  assault. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  T.  Ileintzelman  and  Capt.  T.  W.  Hoffman,  Two  hun- 
dred and  eighth  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  lor  their  prompt- 
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ness  iu  moving  their  regiment  forward,  holding  the  positions  they  had 
gained,  and  for  the  efflciency  of  their  regiment  in  the  recapture  of  Bat- 
teries 11  and  12. 

(Jol.  It.  0.  Cox,  commanding  Two  hundred  and  seventh  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Maj.  B.  M.  Morrow,  commanding  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Capt.  W.  A.  Coulter,  com- 
manding Two  hundredth  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for 
promptness  and  gallantry  iu  the  final  assault. 

Cai)t.  P.  A.  Hoffman,  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for 
his  gallantry  in  attempting  to  capture  a  rebel  flag,  in  the  act  of  which 
he  was  shot  through  the  hand  and  linocked  down  with  a  musket  by  the 
enemy. 

Among  the  enlisted  men  who  distinguished  themselves  and  deserve 
particular  mention  are:  I'rivate  Levi  A.  Smith,  Company  E,  Two  hun- 
dredth Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Private  John  J.Levi,  Company  H, 
Two  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Sergeants  Elbridge 
Stiles  and  Edward  J.  Humphreys,  Company  C,  color  bearers.  Two  hun- 
dred and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Private  George  Dull, 
Company  F,  Two  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

The  following-named  enlisted  men  are  reported  as  having  captured 
colors:  Private  James  Decker,  Company  D,  Two  hundred  and  fifth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  Corpl.  John  Fulton,  Company  B,  Two  hun- 
dred and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Private  Charles  H.Keinert, 
Com])any  F,  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Eecom- 
mendations  will  be  made  for  medals  for  these  men. 

Brevet  Brigadier -General  Tidball,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade, 
Ninth  Army  Coi-ps,  was  on  the  ground  directing  the  movements  and  fire 
of  the  artillery. 

Col.  Charles  G.  Loring.  Bvt.  Col.  J.  L.  VanBuren,  Captain  Goddard, 
aiul  Cai)t.  John  C.  Youngman,  of  General  Parke's  staff,  and  Capt.  L. 
C.  Brackett,  aide-de-camp  to  Major-General  Willcox,  were  with  me  on 
the  field  during  the  action  and  rendered  me  valuable  services  iu  carry- 
ing dispatches. 

1  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  members  of  my  staff — Bvt.  Maj. 
John  D.  Bertolette,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Bvt.  Maj.  George 
Shorkley  (captain  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  division  in- 
spector (wliowas  wounded  in  the  thigh);  Capt.  William  H. Hodgkins, 
Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  assistant  commissary  of  mus- 
ters; Capt.  Kichard  A.  Watts,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers, 
aide-de-camp;  Capt.  Prosper  Dalien,  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  (who  was  wounded  in  the  breast) ;  Lieut.  Reuben  R. 
Webbert,  acting  ordnance  officer,  and  Capt.  Martin  G.  Hale,  provost- 
marshal — for  the  prompt,  efficient,  and  most  valuable  services  rendered 
during  the  action. 

A  tabular  statement  of  casualties  is  hereto  appended,  together  with 
copies  of  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders  and  regimentarcommand- 
ers  of  the  I'irst  Brigade,  to  which  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 

A  nominal  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  furnished. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  F.  HARTRANFT, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
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Tabular  statement. 


Command. 


Division  staff . 


FiTgt  Brigade. 


200th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
2U8tb  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
209th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  . 


Second  Brigade. 


205th  Pennsylvania  Volnnteers., 
207th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers., 
211th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 


Total. 


Killed. 


"Wounded. 


14 


Total. 


07 

6 

as 

3 

4K 

3 

9 

1 

IR 

1 

10 

116 
38 


bo 


122 
41 
55 


10 
17 
11 


258 


No.  laf). 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  W.  Diven,  Ttco  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  HO,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  iu  the  operations  of  the  25th  instant,  near  Fort 
Stedman : 

The  Two  hundredth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  H.  H,  McCall  commanding,  and  the  Two  hundred  and  nintll  Eegi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Frederick  com- 
manding, were  engaged  on  the  right  of  the  line,  under  the  personal  direc- 
tion of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  and  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  reports  of  these  regiments,  giving  detailed  accounts  of  the 
movements  of  each.  At  about  5  a.  ni.  tbe  Two  hundred  and  eighth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heiutzelman 
commanding,  was  moved  into  position  on  the  right  of  General 
McLaughlen's  headquarters,  left  resting  within  about  100  yards  of 
Fort  Haskell,  facing  northward.  There  were  a  number  of  squads 
from  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  numbering  some  200  in  all, 
under  command  of  several  captains  and  lieutenants,  which  I  placed 
on  the  left  of  the  Two  hundred  and  eightli  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  which  acted  under  my  orders.  The  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Kegi- 
ment,  upon  arriving  on  tbe  ground,  discovered  the  enemy,  and  imme- 
diately tired  two  or  three  well-directed  volleys  on  him,  causing  him  to 
fall  back  ifi  some  confusion  to  the  cover  of  a  ravine.  The  regiment  tlieu 
advanced  and  drove  him  out  of  the  ravine  to  the  cover  of  Battery  No. 
12  and  the  lines  of  works  connecting  it  with  Fort  Stedman,  capturing 
about  100  x)risoners.  In  this  position  it  remained  until  about  7.30  a.  in., 
when  orders  were  received,  through  an  orderly  from  your  headquarters, 
that  General  Hartranft  would  charge  in  flftecn  minutes,  and  before  tlie 
order  could  be  sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heintzelnian  the  other  troops 
of  the  division  moved  forward  in  the  charge.  Colonel  Heintzelnian 
seeing  this,  also  moved  forward  in  handsome  style,  retaking  Battery 
No.  12,  and  the  main  line  on  tlie  right  of  it,  capturing  —  battle-flags, 
about  —  prisoners,  and  —  small- arms. 
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While  this  charge  was  made  I  was  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell,  after  which  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  II.  H.  McCall,  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  the 
senior  officer  present. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  DIVEN, 
Colonel  Iico  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Maj.  John  D.  Bertolette, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Mnth  Army  Corps. 


:So.  150. 


Beport  of  Lieiit.  Col.  William  H.  H.  McCall,  Two  hundredth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqks.  200th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  niy  regiment  in  the  operations  at  Fort  Stedmaii  on  the  25th  instant: 

Upon  hearing  the  tiring  on  the  line  in  front  at  dawn  of  day  I  imme- 
diately formed  my  regiment  and  held  it  under  arms  awaiting  orders, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  1  received  an  order  from  General  Willcox,  through 
one  ot  his  staff,  to  rejiort  at  the  Friend  house  (General  Willcox's  head- 
quarters) with  my  regiment,  but  upon  arriving  within  about  halfway 
from  my  ciynp  to  his  headquarters  I  saw  a  immbef  of  men  retreating 
from  the  front,  Avhen  I  immediately  halted  my  regiment  and  moved  it 
forward  a  short  distance,  with  my  right  resting  near  the  Dunn  House 
Battery,  and  attempted  to  drive  back  the  men  who  had  retired  from 
the  front.  A  few  moments  after  this  General  Hartranft  appeared  on 
the  ground  in  person,  and  ordered  my  rfegiment  forward,  at  the  same 
time  advancing  with  it  to  the  camp  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  driving  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  had  advanced 
beyond  the  camp,  and  at  the  same  time  charging  the  enemy,  but  finding 
him  too  strong  and  suffering  terribly  from  this  tire  my  men  were  driven 
back  to  an  old  line  of  works  a  few  rods  in  rear  and  right  of  the  camp  of 
the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  where  my  regiment  was 
reformed.  Another  attack  was  ordered  by  General  Hartranft,  and  my 
regiment  moved  forward  handsomely  and  gained  a  position  quite  near 
the  enemy.  This  position  was  held  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  with  a 
large  loss,  when  the  regiment  again  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  old  line, 
where  a  connection  was  formed  with  the  Two  hundred  and  ninth  Penn- 
sjlvauia  Volunteers  on  the  right.  Here  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment 
inflicted  severe  injury  on  the  enemy  by  its  fire,  and  prevented  any 
farther  advance. 

General  Hartranft  now  directed  me  to  hold  this  position,  which  I  did, 
against  any  farther  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  remained  in  this  position 
some  time,  when  Major  Bertolette,  assistant  adjutant-general,  of  General 
Hartranft's  staff,  wlio  had  been  rendering  valuable  assistance  all  the 
time,  informed  me  that  an  assault  would  soon  be  made  by  the  division 
to  retake  the  works,  and  that  my  regiment,  with  the  Two  hundred  and 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  would  conform  to  the  movement  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  which  was  several  hundred  yards  to  my  left,  and  that 
the  signal  for  (he  assault  would  be  the  advance  of  the  Two  hundred 
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and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  from  the  high  ground  in  rear  of 
Stedman  and  the  regiments  ou  my  right.  I  immediately  prepared  my 
command  for  the  movement,  and  when  the  advance  of  the  Two  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  the  troops  on  my  left  was 
made,  Major  Bertolette  ordered  the  charge,  which  was  made  instanta- 
neously, the  men  moving  forward  in  the  most  gallant  style,  charging 
the  right  corner  of  Stedman  and  the  main  line  of  works  leading  from 
it.  My  regiment  alone  captured  at  least  350  prisoners  and  a  like  number 
of  small-arius,  but  my  men  were  so  eager  to  regain  the  fort  and  works 
that  they  paid  but  little  attention  to  the  prisoners,  telling  them  to 
pass  to  the  rear,  where  they  were  picked  up  by  troops  of  the  First 
Division,  and  claimed  by  that  division,  when  they  were  really  captured 
by  and  passed  to  the  rear  through  my  command. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  all  behaved  with  the  greatest 
daring  and  bravery.  Capt.  F.  A.  Hofiinan  seized  the  colors  in  the  hand 
of  a  rebel  color  bearer,  but  was  shot  through  the  hand  and  knocked 
down  with  a  musket,  retaining  a  piece  of  the  flag,  which  he  tore  from 
the  standard. 

Private  Levi  A.  Smith,  Company  E,  deserves  particular  mention. 
After  the  color  bearer  had  been  shot  down  I  grasped  the  colors  and  called 
for  some  one  to  take  them,  when  this  boy  si)rang  forward  and  asked  me 
to  permit  him  to  carry  the  flag,  which  he  did  throughout  the  action. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  H.  McCALL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Kcgiment. 

Lieut.  0.  L.  BUFFINGTON, 

Actg.  Atist.  A,djt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  9th  Army  Corps. 


No.  157. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mish  t.  Heintzehnan,   Two  hundred  and  eighth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqks.  208th  Ebgiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  27,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  circular  from  headquarters  Third  Division, 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  dated  March  2(i,  18G5,  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  the 
following  report  relative  to  the  part  taken  and  captures  made  by  my 
regiment  in  the  engagement  near  Fort  Stedman  on  the  25th  instant: 

When  my  regiment  reached  the  headquarters  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  the  enemy  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  across  the  flrst  line  of  rifle-pits  in  rear  of  the  main  line  of  our 
breast-works  and-still  maintained  a  good  line,  continuing  to  advance. 
On  our  approach,  at  tbe  corner  of  the  woods  near  tlie  top  of  the  hill, 
the  enemy  perceived  my  regiment  for  the  flrst  time,  and  immediately 
opened  a  heavy  fire  ou  it.  We  returned  tlic  lire,  and  merely  held  our 
own  ground  for  probably  a  half  hour,  during  which  tinu?  I  awaited  fur- 
ther orders.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  commenced  falling  back 
behind  the  main  line  of  breast-works,  sheltering  themselves  from  our 
fire  and  continuing  to  fire  upon  my  regiment.  No  orders  having 
reached  me  yet  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  charge  on  the  enemy,  which 
needed  but  the  word  "  forward,"  and  the  men  were  off  on  a  double- 
quick.  The  enemy  began  to  give  way,  and  in  a  short  time  his  whole 
line  was  under  a  full  an4  jaQ^t  disorderly  retreat.  ^  The  regiment 
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quickly  followed  and  took  possession  of  the  main  line,  a  part  entering 
Battery  No.  12  and  capturing  in  the  fort  alone  100  prisoners,  including 
a  colonel,  adjutant,  and  several  line  oflticers.  On  the  balance  of  the 
line  we  captured  250  prisoners,  making  in  all  350  prisoners  captured 
by  my  regiment.  In  tlie  meantime  the  color  bearer  of  the  One  hun- 
dredth Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  entered  Battery  12,  and 
took  possession  of  several  stand  of  colors  (rebel),  which  justly 
belonged  to  my  regiment. 

A  large  number  of  enlisted  men  belonging  to  the  First  Division,  rep- 
resenting themselves  to  be  i)rovost  guards  especially  detailed  for  the 
purpose  of  escorting  prisoners  to  the  rear,  followed  immediately  in  our 
lear,  picking  up  large  numbers  of  prisoners  taken  by  my  regiment, 
thereby  claiming  a  credit  of  prisoners  for  the  First  Division. 

Previous  to  our  advancing,  the  entire  line  formerly  occupied  by  the 
One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fifty-seventh  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  including  Batteries  Nos.  11  and  12,  was  entirely 
deserted  from  Fort  Stedman  to  Fort  Haskell.  The  camps  Arere  filled 
with  rebels,  who  were  crowded  in  so  thickly  as  to  render  it  impossi- 
ble to  deploj'  my  command.  ]My  regiment  occui)ied  our  main  line  of 
breast- works  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  before  the  order  reached  me  to 
advance. 

There  were  gathered  up  by  officers  belonging  to  the  First  Division  in 
the  several  batteries  at  least  500  stand  of  small-arms  belonging  to  the 
Third  Division. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

M.  T.  HEIXTZELMAN, 
LieutemiHl-Colonel,  Gommmuling  208th  Pennsylvania  Volvnteers. 

Lieut.  Charles  L.  Buffinoton, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


'So.  15S. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Got.   George  W.  Fredcrirl;   Tiro    hundred   and   ninth 
Vvnnsylvuma  Infantry,  of  operations  March  35. 

HDQK.s    120i>TH    Rl.aniENT   PENNSYLVANIA   VOLUNTEERS, 

March  28, 1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headcjuarters  Third 
Division,  dated  March  27, 1805, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  action  of  tlie  25th 
instant: 

About  —  o'clock  I  was  requested  by  an  aide  ol  General  Willcox  to 
form  my  regiment  and  move  it  to  a  point  near  the  signal  station,  a 
short  distance  in  rear  of  the  Dunn  House  Battery.  I  was  then  con- 
ducted by  the  same  aide  to  the  front  and  right  of  the  Dunn  House 
Batterv.  I  had  scarcely  got  my  regiment  into  position  when  tlie  same 
aide  informed  me  that  it  was  General  Hartranft's  ordei-  that  I  should 
immediately,  with  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  charge 
the  hill  in'my  front,  which  was  tlien  held  by  tlie  enemy.  I  at  once 
o-ave  the  order  to  charge,  and  the  regiment  moved  forward,  under  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  gaining  a  line  of  works 
running  across  the  open  field  over  wliich  Ave  were  advancing.  Halting 
for  a  nroment.  we  again  advanced,  gaining  a  ditch  near  the  hill  occu- 
23  R  R-  VOL  XL VI,  I'T  1 
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pied  by  tbe  eueiiiy.  Here  we  were  shelled  from  both  front  and  rear. 
It  was  here  also  that  the  gallant  Lieut.  Ilngli  Jones,  commanding 
Company  C,  fell,  pierced  thiougli  the  heart  by  a  musket-ball.  We 
remained  in  the  ditch  for  some  time,  when,  jioticing  the  enemy  retreat- 
ing, we  poured  into  them  a  murderous  fire,  which  Avas  continued  until 
I  saw  the  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  was  on  my 
left,  preparing,  as  I  supposed,  to  move  forward.  1  immediately  ordered 
my  regiment  forward,  and  forwarcl  we  went,  not  an  officer  or  man  halt- 
ing or  faltering  until  our  advance  line  was  gained  and  our  colors  planted 
on  the  works,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  were  the  first  colors  planted 
on  the  works. 

My  ofiicers  and  men  all  did  their  duty  so  well  that  it  would  seem 
invidious  to  make  any  distinction ;  yet  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  hon- 
orable mention  ot  Sergeants  Stiles  and  Humphreys,  color  bearers,  who 
were  always  to  be  seen  in  adviince. 

A  considerable  number  of  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  rear,  estimated 
at  350. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  FEEJ>ERICK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment, 

[Lieutenant  Buffington, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.] 


No.  159. 


Report  of  Col.  Joseph  A.  Matheics,  Two  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Beig.,  Third  Div.,  9th  Akmy  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  the  following  with  regard  to  the 
movements  of  my  command  during  the  engagement  of  this  a.  m. : 

At  —  a.  m.  I  was  instructed  by  Lieutenant  Webbert,  of  General 
Hartranft's  staff',  that  the  general  desired  me  to  report,  with  my  com- 
mand, at  division  headquarters  without  a  moment's  delay.  I  immedi- 
ately dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  bring  down  the  Two  hundred  and 
eleventh  Eeginient  (which  is  encamped  some  two  miles  from  my  head- 
quarters), and  with  the  remaining  two  regiments  of  my  brigade  reported 
promptly  at  the  jwint  mentioned.  From  thence  I  was  conducted  by 
yourself  to  the  ravine,  situated  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  in  front  of 
your  headquarters.  I  there  halted  my  command  about  one  hour,  await- 
ing orders.  Through  Captain  Hodgkins,  of  General  Hartranft's  staff,  I 
was  notified  to  prepare  for  a  charge  against  Fort  Stedman.  and  further 
notified  that  when  the  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  Eeginient  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  of  my  brigade,  then  uiuler  the  general's  own  super- 
vision, made  its  appearance  on  the  brow  of  the  lull  in  my  rear,  I  was 
to  charge  witli  the  Two  hundred  and  fifth  and  Two  hundred  and  seventh 
against  the  fort.  Tliis  w:is  done.  I  ordered  Colonel  Cox,  with  his 
(Two  hundred  and  seventh)  regiment,  to  charge  tlie  west  corner  of  the 
fort,  at  the  same  time  charging  tlie  remaining  two  regiments  (the  Two 
hundred  and  eleventh  had  by  this  time  come  up)  directly  against  the 
rear  of  the  fort. 

In  this  charge  my  men  behaved  most  handsomely.  The  Two  hundred 
and  seventh  Kegiment  (Colonel  Cox)  did  their  share  of  the  work  most 
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effectually,  completely  cuttiug  off  the  enemy's  Hdc  of  retreat,  while  the 
Two  hundred  and  fifth  and  Two  hundred  and  eleventh  entered  the  fort 
and  aided  the  Two  hundred  and  seventh  in  capturing  all  the  enemy 
who  had  remained  inside. 

In  this  charge  I  was  aided  very  much  by  ('aptain  Hodgkins,  .of  Gen- 
eral Hartranft's  staif,  who  assisted  me  in  keeping  my  line  formed  and 
hurrying  my  men  across  the  plain  iu  rear  of  the  fort.  My  brigade  at 
once  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  fort,  and  by  a  brisk  lire  drove  the 
enemy  inside  their  works.  My  entire  loss  was  but  42 — 3  of  whom  were 
killed  and  39  wounded;  no  commissioned  officers  killed  and  but  one 
wounded.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  the  exact  number  of  prison- 
ers captured  by  my  command,  but  as  near  as  I  can  judge  their  number 
amounted  to  850.  My  command  also  captured  between  300  and  400 
stand  of  small-arms,  which  were  left  by  or  taken  from  the  enemy  iu 
Fort  Stedmau. 

One  enlisted  man  from  each  of  my  regiments  claims  to  have  captured 
a  battle-flag,  but  two  state  that  they  were  taken  from  them  by  some 
field  officers  with  Avhom  they  were  not  acquainted.  The  third  is  hereby 
sent  to  you,  with  the  statement  of  the  man  who  captured  it.  Their 
statements  are  substantiated  by  their  several  company  and  regimental 
commanders. 

Iifo  further  orders  for  an  advance  having  been  received,  my  command 
occupied  the  fort  until  evening,  when  two  of  the  regiments  were 
relieved  by  General  Hartranft's  order,  and  sent  to  camp.  One  regi- 
ment was  left  behind  to  garrison  the  fort. 

It  would  be  invidious  in  me  to  distinguish  between  the  many  who 
discharged  their  whole  duty,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  praise  of  my  entire  stuff,  as  well  as  the  commanding 
officers  of  each  of  theregiments  composing  my  brigade.  Major  Morrow, 
of  Two  hundred  and  fifth,  refers  to  the  conduct  of  Privates  John  J. 
Levi  and  George  Dull,  of  his  regiment,  to  which  I  invite  the  attention 
of  the  commanding  general. 

All  of  which  I  ha^■e  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respe(!tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  aiATHHWS, 
Golmiel  205th  Pennnylraiiia  VolunU'crH,  Vomdg.  Brigade. 

Maj.  John  D.  Bertolette, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


Xo.  i(;o. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.   Tidball,  Fourth  New   Yorh  Heavy 
Artillery,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

HDQKS.  AKXILLEEY  BKIGADE,  XlNTII  Akjiy  Cokps, 

March  37,  1865. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  artillery  in  the  operations  of  the  25th  instant: 

About  4  a.  m.  of  that  day  the  enemy  in  large  force  rushed  upon  Fort 
Stedman  and  Battery  No.  10  immediately  adjoining  it,  from  their  line, 
which  at  this  point  is  but  about  150  yards  from  the  fort.  The  artillery 
of  Fort  Stedman  consisted  of  four  light  12-i)ounder  guns  of  the  Nine- 
teenth New  York  Battery;  that  in  Battery  No,  10,  of  two  3-inch  rifles 
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of  the  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  and  four  8-inch  and  three 
Coehorn  mortars,  manned  by  Company  K  of  the  First  Connecticut  Artil- 
lery. Owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  extremely  short  distance  over 
which  the  enemy  had  to  pass  after  overcoming  our  picket-line,  but 
one  discharge  from  each  of  the  rifle  guns  in  Battery  No.  10  could 
be  fired  before  the  enemy,  forcing  their  way  over  tlie  breast- work,  sur- 
rounded and  killed,  captured,  and  drove  off  tliQ  cannoneers.  The  mor- 
tars were  not  fired,  but  fell  in  like  manner  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Captain  Twiss,  commanding  these  mortars,  innnediately  collected  the 
remainder  of  his  men,  and  with  their  muskets,  fighting  from  bomb- 
proof to  bomb-proof,  assisted  in  retarding  the  enemy's  progress.  In 
the  meantime  each  of  the  four  pieces  in  Fort  Stedman  were  fired,  dis- 
charging the  canister  with  which  they  were  kept  loaded  at  night,  and 
it  is  reported  were  afterward  fired  about  a  dozen  times.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  w'veel  one  of  the  guns  around  to  the  flank  overlooking 
Battery  No.  10,  but  before  this  could  be  done  the  enemy  had  entered 
the  fort  and  overpowered  the  cannoneers  at  their  guns.  Soon  after  gain- 
ing possession  of  Fort  Stedman  and  Battery  No.  10  the  enemy  advanced 
in  strong  force  along  the  inside  of  our  works  toward  Battery  No.  12, 
in  which  were  two  8  inch  and  four  Coehorn  mortars,  in  charge  of  Com- 
pany L,  of  the  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Lewis.  Immediately  upon  the  first  alarm  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Sted- 
man, these  mortars  were  fired  and  continued  firing  u])on  the  advancing 
enemy  until  the  fire  of  the  latter  from  the  rear  became  so  hot  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  retain  possession  of  the  place,  whereupon  Lieu- 
tenant Lewis  led  his  men  to  Fort  Haskell,  where,  with  their  muskets, 
they  did  good  service  in  assisting  to  repel  assaults  of  the  enemy  upon 
that  work. 

In  Fort  Haskell  were  four  light  12-pouuders,  under  Brevet  Major 
Woerner,  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Battery,  and  four  Coehorns,  belong- 
ing to  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery.  The  artillerymen  in 
this  fort  could  not  distinguish  the  character  of  the  advancing  body, 
who  in  the  darkness  appeared  to  them  as  a  body  of  our  own  men  retir- 
ing from  Fort  Stedman,  until  they  were  within  about  100  yards,  where, 
taking  cover  behind  huts  and  bomb-proofs,  they  opened  a  sharp  fire, 
which  was  immediately  replied  to  by  all  the  pieces  tliat  could  be 
brought  to  bear  in  this  direction.  A  line  of  our  troops,  advancing  at 
the  same  time,  partly  cut  off  this  body  of  the  enemy,  when  a  large 
number  of  them  surrendered,  the  remainder  of  them  escaping.  Shortly 
afterward  a  line  of  the  enemy  was  formed  near  Fort  Stedman,  which 
advanced  but  a  short  distance  toward  Fort  Haskell,  when  it  was  broken 
and  forced  to  retire.  Brevet  Major  Woerner  directing  three  of  his  guns 
along  our  breast-work,  kept  the  enemy  from  again  advancing  in  that 
direction,  and  also  poured  a  most  injurious  fire  into  the  enemy,  who 
were  in  and  around  Fort  Stedman.  While  these  things  were  transpir- 
ing upon  the  left  of  Fort  Stedman  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  swept  in 
like  manner  down  along  our  works  upon  the  right  toward  Battery  No. 
9.  The  artillery  in  this  battery  consisted  of  two  light  12-pounders, 
belonging  to  Batteries  G  and  I,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  under  Brevet 
Captain  Stone,  and  three  Coehorn  mortars,  served  by  Company  K,  First 
Connecticut  Artillery.  The  garrisons  of  Battery  No. !)  being  aroused 
by  the  firing  at  Fort  Stedman  were  at  once  at  their  posts,  and  when 
the  advancing  enemy  were  distinguishable,  which  was  at  the  distance 
of  about  500  yards,  fire  was  opened  upon  them  so  hotly  as  to  check  and 
cause  them  to  seek  shelter  in  a  depression  of  the  ground,  where  they 
were  held  under  fire  of  canister  until  almost  7  o'clock,  when  an  ofi&cer, 
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escapiiifj  from  this  position  to  Battery  jSTo.  9,  informed  Captain  Stone 
that  it  he  would  not  Are  upon  them  there  Avere  between  liOO  and  300 
of  the  enemy  who  would  come  in.  This  arrangement  was  promptly 
effected.  No  other  advance  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  this  bat- 
tery. 

Captain  Jones,  of  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  occupying 
Fort  Friend,  with  six  3-inch  rille  pieces,  promptly  manned  his  guns  upon 
the  first  alarm,  and  about  half  an  hour  afterward  was  enabled,  by  the 
dawning  of  day,  to  distinguish  the  before-mentioned  body  of  the  enemy 
moving  from  Fort  Stedmau  toward  Fort  Haskell.  He  immediately 
opened  fire  upon  them;  at  the  same  time  he  discovered  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers advancing  toward  the  hill  upon  which  his  fort  is  situated,  and 
as  the  line  of  skirmishers  arrived  at  the  ravine  in  front  of  the  fort,  dis- 
charged canister  into  them,  which  had  the  efiect  of  checking  their 
advance  until  the  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  troops,  encamped  near  the 
fort,  formed,  advanced,  and  drove  back  the  line.  From  this  command- 
ing position  Captain  Jones  continued  to  direct  a  most  destructive  fire 
into  and  around  Fort  Stedman  ujwn  any  body  of  the  enemy  which 
made  its  appearance.  Upon  the  first  alarm  two  sections  of  light  12- 
pounders,  one  of  Battery  G,  First  New  York  Artillery,  under  Cai)tain 
McClellan,  and  the  other  of  the  Nineteenth  New  York  Battery,  under 
Lieutenant  Losee,  being  in  park  near  Meade's  Station,  were  at  once 
hitched  up,  and  taking  ])ositiou  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  sta- 
tion opened  fire  upon  tlie  enemy's  skirmish  line,  which  by  this  time  had 
advanced  to  the  ravine  between  this  hill  and  Fort  Stedman.  Soon  this 
line  of  skirmishers  fell  back  to  a  line  nearer  to  Fort  Stedman.  The  two 
sections  above  mentioned  were,  by  my  directions,  placed  farther  to  the 
front  for  the  advantage  of  shorter  range.  While  taking  up  this  posi- 
tion the  enemy  opened  upon  tliem  from  two  of  the  pieces  of  Fort  Sted- 
man, which  by  this  time  tliey  had  run  out  to  the  rear.  Their  fire,  how- 
ever, was  inaccurate  and  straggling  and  did  no  injury,  and  was  soon 
silenced  by  the  fire  of  artillery  concentrated  upon  that  point. 

As  soon  as  the  haze  of  the  morning  cleared  away  sufficiently  to  ena- 
ble the  artillery  to  direct  their  fire  with  accuracy,  all  the  pieces  (in  addi- 
tion to  those  before  mentioned),  from  Battery  No.  4  around  to  Fort  Mor- 
ton, that  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  Fort  Stedman,  opened,  and 
concentrating  a  fire  of  about  thirty  pieces  upon  and  around  the  fort, 
soon  made  the  place  untenable.  The  cross-fire  from  Fort  Haskell  and 
Battery  No.  9  upon  the  open  ground  between  Fort  Stedmau  and  the 
enemy's  line  of  works  tore  through  the  masses  of  the  enemy  as  they 
retired  and  made  the  passage  so  hazardous  as  to  deter  many  from 
attempting  it,  and  several  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  thus  cut  off  and 
with  but  little  resistance  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  infantry,  which  at 
this  time  (about  7.30  "a.  m.)  advanced  in  line  and  reoccupied  the  fort 
and  line.  Upon  tlie  first  information  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Stedman, 
I  dispatched  a  request  to  Brevet  J3rigadier-General  Wainwright,  com- 
manding artillery.  Fifth  Corps,  to  send  me  such  batteries  as  he-  had 
available,  which  he  did  with  great  promptness,  four  batteries  arriving 
just  at  the  moment  of  the  reoccupntion  of  our  works,  and  therefore 
unable  to  participate  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy. 

During  the  whole  occurrence  the  enemy  kept  up  a  most  vigorous  fire  of 
artillery  along  his  whole  line,  which  was  replied  to  by  all  our  batteries 
from  the  Appomattox  to  the  Je«-usalem  plank  road.  The  enemy  tempo- 
rarily disabled  two  of  the  guns  in  FortStedmanbypoundingthe  vents; 
otherwise  no  damage  was  sustained  bj-^  the  pieces  while  in  their  posses- 
sion ;  they  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  any  of  them  oft".   As  far  as  I  could 


358 


N.  AND  SE.  VA..  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVm. 


see  and  have  learned,  the  artillery  upon  the  ^rliole  line  was  most  skill- 
fully and  judiciously  managed  by  the  reispective  oificers  in  chaige  of  it. 
This  Tras  particularly  so  in  regard  to  Captain  .1  ones,  Eleventh  Massachu- 
setts, from  Fort  Friend ;  Oai)tain  and  Brevet  Major  Woerner,  Third  New 
Jersey  Battery,  from  Fort  Haskell;  and  First  Lieutenant  and  Brevet 
Captain  Stone,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery, from  Batteiy  No.  9.  Captain  and 
Brevet  Major  Eoemer,  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Battery,  in  FortMcGil- 
very,  and  Lieutenant  Bangs,'First  Connecticut  Artillery,  in  Battery  No. 
5,  disregarding  a  concentrated  Are  from  other  parts  of  the  enemy's 
lines,  turned  their  guns  u]ion  the  enemy  in  and  about  Fort  Stedman. 

Appended  is  a  report  from  Major  Miller,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery, 
of  what  he  saw  and  heard  while  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Stedman.  His  zeal 
and  energy  led  to  his  capture.  The  tact  which  he  displayed  in  pre- 
venting himself  from  being  sent  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  the 
influence  and  management  which  he  gained  and  exercised  over  his 
captors,  resulting  in  his  leading  into  our  lines  several  hundred  of  them, 
gives  him  just  claims  for  admiration  and  praise. 

All  of  the  battery  commanders  speak  in  tlic  highest  praise  of  the 
bravery  and  willingness  of  their  officers  and  men. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of 
this  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  TIDBALL, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[luclosure.] 
Casualties. 


Killed. 

"Wouiitled. 

Missing. 

o 

i 

a 

a 
o 

a 
1^ 

Officers. 
Hen. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillerj': 

1 

1 

2 
5 

2 
1 

:::::: 
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Batteiy  No.  12 

1  1 

13 

14th  Massachusetts  Batterv 

1 

11 

1         1 

1  '       *> 

1 

1 

\     '■> 

.... . 

Total 

2 

10 

5 

i  '" 

No.  Kil. 


Report  of  Maj.   Theodore  Miller,  Fir.st    Pennsylrania   Lipht  Artillery, 
Inspector  of  Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquaktee.s  Aetilleky  Brigade,  Ninth  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 
General:  It  being  reported  this  morning,  at  about  4.30,  that  the 
enemy  had  attacked  and  captured  Fort  Stedman,  I  rode  out  toward 
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that  point,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you,  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  affairs  and  report  the  facts  to  you.  Eidiug  rapidly 
toward  the  artillery  camps  near  Meade's  Station,  I  found  the  sec- 
tions and  caissons  of  Woerner's  Third  New  Jersey,  McClellan's  Battery 
G,  First  New  York,  and  Eogers'  Nineteenth  New  York  Battery,  ail 
harnessed  and  ready  for  any  service.  It  was  about  5  o'clock  at  this 
time,  and  not  full  daylight.  The  musketry  had  become  quite  sharp  and 
seemed  to  be  close  to  Forts  Haskell,  Stedmau,  and  Battery  No.  9.  I 
directed  the  above  named  guns  to  take  position  on  the  hill  commanding 
the  road  leading  to  Stedmau,  and  not  succeeding  in  gaining  satisfactory 
information  of  the  exact  whereaboxits  of  the  enemy,  but  seeing  a  party 
of  about  fifty  or  sixty  infantry  (as  I  sujtposed,  of  our  troops)  coming  out 
of  our  bomb-proofs  on  the  other  side  of  the  ravine  leading  to  Fort 
McGilvery,  advancing  rather  disorderly  toward  the  spot  where  I  had 
placed  the  guns,  I  at  once  rode  in  that  direction,  intending  to  order 
them  back  and  hold  the  ground,  but  at  arriving  there  I  found  them  to 
be  rebels,  and  myself  and  the  orderly  were  at  once  made  prisoners;  the 
horses  and  my  private  property  were  seized,  and  a  guard  ordered  to 
conduct  us  to  the  rear.  It  was  full  daylight  by  this  time,  and  the  tiring, 
both  of  infantry  and  artillery,  had  increased.  I  saw  a  large  force  of 
rebels  crossing  rapidly  otir  breast- works  and  form  in  line  of  battle  near 
Battery  No.  10.  After  a  short  examination  by  the  provost-marshal  and 
commanding  officer,  the  guard  was  ordered  to  take  me  into  their  old 
lines,  but  the  batteries  from  Haskell  and  Battery  No.  9  were  sweeping 
the  field  between  the  two  lines  so  effectually  that  I  had  but  little  trouble 
in  persuading  my  guards  not  to  venture  across  it  until  their  fire  should 
somewhat  slacken,  and  to  go  under  shelter  in  a  bomb-proof;  here  I 
remained  for  some  three  or  four  hours.  The  engagement  was  now  of 
the  severest  kind ;  the  artillery  from  Battery  No.  9,  Fort  Friend,  on  the 
hill  in  front  of  Stedman,  and  Fort  Haskell,  had  opened  furiously,  and 
their  fire  was  most  accurate  and  destructive.  Kebel  officers  came  and 
reported  the  effect  to  be  terrible,  and  stated  that  their  lines  could  not 
be  held  at  any  point.  The  enemy  had  used,  in  the  meantime,  some  of 
our  guns  and'mortars  left  in  Stedman  and  Battery  No.  10. 

The  wounded  were  brought  in  in  great  numbers ;  I  noticed  among 
them  a  large  proportion  of  officers.  The  number  of  stragglers  and 
skulkers  was  astonishingly  large,  and  I  saw  several  instances  where 
the  authority  of  the  officers  who  urged  them  on  was  set  at  defiance. 

At  about  8  o'clock  the  confusion  increased  and  became  general;  all 
order  seemed  to  be  at  an  end;  the  musketry  sounded  closer  and  closer; 
and  officers  ordered,  threatened,  and  begged  their  men  to  fall  back  to 
their  old  lines  in  vain,  for  their  only  way  lay  across  the  field  so  effectu- 
ally commanded  by  our  artillery,  and  of  those  few  who  did  venture  to 
go  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  I  had  before  this  succeeded  in 
persuading  my  captors  to  remain  and  assist  me  to  escape,  and  seeing 
our  troops  charging  triumphantly  into  the  fort,  I  started  with  my 
guards  in  a  keen  run  toward  our  lines,  calling  on  all  the  rebels  around 
and  near  me  to  fall  in  and  follow  me,  and  1  am  happy  to  report  that  I 
succeeded  in  bringing  about  250  or  300  of  the  enemy  in  this  manner 

into  our  lines.  ^  ^,     ,     ,     » 

1  had  observed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  engagement  the  lack  of 
all  true  and  proper  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  enemy; 
they  seemed  to  have  no  confidence,  and  evidently  felt  that  the  affair 
would  prove  disastrous  to  them  in  the  end. 
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T  beg  leave  to  add  tliat  Private  Jaiues  Holbrook,  ('ompaiiy  D,  Four- 
teenth New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  who  was  luy  orderly,  l)ehaved  in  the 
most  praiseworthy  manner,  and  1  respectfully  recommend  him  to  your 
favorable  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  MILLER, 
Major  First  Pennsylvania  Lif/ht  Artillery, 

Inspector  of  Artillery,  Ninth  Corps. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Tidball, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Ninth  Corps. 


Xo.  162. 


Report  of  Capt.,  Adelbert  B.   Ticitchdl,  Seventh  Battery  Maine  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  2r>. 

Seventh  Maine  Battery, 
Fort  iSedgu-iclc,  Va.,  March  26,  1865. 
Lieutenant:  In  answer  to  circular  of  the  above  date  1  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  usual  quiet  prevailed  in  tlie  front  of  Fort 
Sedgwick  up  to  7.30  a.  m.  of  the  25tli  instant.  About  tliat  hour  the 
enemy  opened  with  one  3-inch  gun  from  the  small  lleld-work  to  the 
front  and  left  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  throwing  an  occasional  shot  at  the 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  passing  along  the  road  in  rear  of  Fort 
Davis.  About  8.30  o'clock  one  gun  opened  from  Fort  Sedgwick,  firing 
three  shots;  the  first  went  over  the  rebel  works,  the  second  shot  struck 
the  parapet,  and  the  third  struck  in  the  embrasure  from  which  the 
enemy's  gun  was  firing.  No  shots  were  fired  from  the  rebel  line  after- 
ward. 

Verv  respe<!tfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  TWITCHELL, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery. 
Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


No.  1(>3. 


Report  of  Capt.  Edward  J.  Jones,  Eleventh  Battery  Massachusetts  TAght 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  2'). 

Eleventh  Massachusetts  Light  Battery, 

Fort  Friend,  Va.,  March  25  \2(i],  1665. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  services  of 
my  command  yesterday  m(nning  during  the  attack  of  the  enemy  on 
the  line  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Stedmau,  viz: 

At  about  4  o'clock  my  attention  was  attracted  to  what  appeared  to 
be  a  cheer  or  yell  peculiar  to  the  enemy,  accompanied  by  a  slight  mus- 
ketry fire  proceeding  from  near  Fort  Stedman.  No  information  of  what 
was  being  done  at  Fort  Stedman  was  received  for  a  half  hour  after  the 
first  alarm,  and  at  this  hour  it  was  not  sufBciently  light  to  distinguish 
friend  from  foe,  but  as  the  day  broke  the  enemy  were  discovered 
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nioviiis'  from  Foit  Stedman  toward  Fort  Haskell,  and  I  immediately 
opened  tire  on  tbem,  and  at  tlie  same  moment  they  advanced  their  skir- 
mish line  rapidly  toward  the  height  upon  which  this  work  is  situated, 
and  as  this  line  arrived  oil  the  ravine,  about  500  yards  in  our  front,  we 
directed  on  them  a  quick  fire  of  canister  which  at  once  checked  the 
advance.  The  enemy  could  now  be  distinctly  seen,  covering  the  entire 
vicinity  of  Fort  Stedman  and  the  camp  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachu- 
setts Kegiment  of  Infantry.  Up  to  this  hour  (now  4.30  or  4  45  o'clock) 
no  organized  regiment  or  company  of  our  troops  could  be  seen.  The 
Pennsylvania  infantry,  encamped  on  the  hill  near  my  battery,  now  com- 
menced to  form,  and  in  a  few  moments  deployed  as  skirmishers  and 
moved  down  the  slope  toward  the  enemy,  who  at  this  time  commenced 
to  retire  from  the  bank  of  the  ravine  toward  Fort  Stedman.  Two  sec- 
tions of  light  12's  now  went  into  position  on  the*  left  of  my  line,  and 
the  enemy  opened  on  those  guns  with  light  12's  from  Fort  Stedman ; 
my  whole  fire  was  now  directed  on  Fort  Stedman  and  the  rifle-pits  and 
bomb-proofs  iii  the  camp  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
which  the  eneiiiy  occupied  with  light  troops ;  and  discovering  the  enemy 
in  force  near  Fort  Haskell  I  ordered  my  right  section  to  fire  upon  them 
rapidly  with  case-shot,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction,  in  a  few  moments, 
to  see  them  leave  that  locality  and  retire  toward  Fort  Stedman,  from 
which  they  were  soon  driven,  and  at  about  7.30  o'clock  the  firing  ceased. 
The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  was  about  450  rounds, 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  no  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  J.  JONES, 
Captain,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  lAght  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Act(j.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


^o.  104. 


Report  of  Copt.  Edward  W.  Rogers,  Nineteenth  Battery  Neic  York  TAght 
Artillery,  of  operations  March  S'l 


i:>. 


Nineteenth  New  York  Battery, 
Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  March  SO,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
the  Nineteenth  New  York  Battery  during  the  engagement  on  the  25th 

instant:  .    ^    ^  ^^  j 

The  left  and  center  sections  of  the  battery  were  ju  Fort  btedman, 
while  the  right  section  was  in  camp  near  Meade's  Station.  The  enemy 
advanced  against  our  works  at  about  4.30  a.  m.  No  alarm  was  given 
by  the  pickets;  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  the  pickets  did  not  fire  a  shot. 
The  first  intimation  my  men  in  Fort  Stedman  had  of  the  approach  ot 
the  enemy  was  the  rush  and  the  cheer  with  which  they  carried  Battery 
No  10  The  guard  on  my  pieces  immediately  discharged  the  guns, 
which  were  kept  loaded  with  canister.  These  were  tlie  first  shots  of  any 
kind  that  were  fired  in  that  vicinity ;  not  a  musket  had  been  discharged. 
Some  ten  or  twelve  rounds  were  fired  from  my  four  guns.  By  that  time 
the  force  of  the  enemy  that  had  taken  Battery  No.  10  had  advanced 
against  Fort  Stedman  from  that  direction,  and  rushed  into  the  fort 
without  opposition,  as  my  guns  were  all  in  embrasures  pointing  to  the 
front  (an  eifort  to  get  one  of  the  guns  to  an  embrasure  bearing  on  Bat- 
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tery  Xo.  10  was  uiisuccessfal  for  lack  of  time),  and  there  was  nothing  to 
oppose  them.  As  the  enemy  came  into  the  fort  Lientenant  Long  (the 
officer  in  command  of  the  four  guns),  seeing  that  any  further  attempts 
at  resistance  were  useless,  ordered  the  men  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  enemy  at  this  time  were  on  three  sides  of  the  fort,  as  well  as  in  it. 
Lieutenants  Long  and  Moore  and  twelve  enlisted  men  were  captured, 
and  one  man  was  killed.  Two  of  the  men  captured  were  known  to  be 
wounded.  Tlie  remainderof  the  cannoneers  (sixteeninnumber)escaped. 
Three  of  the  gunners  escaped  and  brought  with  them  their  breech  sights, 
which  prevented  the  enemy  from  using  the  guns  efficiently  when  they 
were  turned  against  us. 

As  soon  as  the  alarm  reached  camp  the  horses  were  harnessed  and 
hitched.  The  right  section.  Lieutenant  Losee  in  command,  went  into 
position  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Stedman,  now  in  possession  of  the 
enemy.  Soon  General  Tidball  arrived,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  Losee 
to  place  his  section  in  some  old  work  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  on 
the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  Fort  Stedman,  a  position  which  com- 
manded Fort  Stedman  and  most  of  that  portion  of  our  line  now  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy.  The  enemy  had  by  this  time  turned  against  us 
the  guns  captured  in  Fort  Stedman,  and  the  fire  of  Lieutenant  Ijosee's 
section  was  directed  at  the  fort  until  it  was  silenced.  He  then  directed 
his  fire  at  different  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry  until  the  engage- 
ment was  over.  This  section  expended  184  rounds  of  ammunition, 
with  good  effect.  As  soon  as  Fort  Stedman  was  retaken  detachments 
were  sent  to  man  the  guns  which  had  been  recaptured.  The  enemy 
had  spiked  one  of  the  guns  and  temporarily  disabled  another. 

The  battery  lost  1  private  killed,  and  2  commissioned  offitters  and  12 
enlisted  men  missing.    These  were  all  lost  in  Fort  Stedman. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  EOGERS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Nineteenth  Neio  York  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


No.  165. 


Report  of  Capt.  John   B.  Eaton,  Twenty-seventh  Battery  New    Yorlc 
Light  Artillery,  of  operations  March  25. 

Twenty-seventh  New  Yokk  Battery, 

March  26,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  accordance  with  circular  just  received,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  operations  of 
yesterday  was  briefly  as  follows : 

I  was  awakened  by  firing  about  daybreak,  and  gave  orders  to  have 
the  section  of  my  battery  in  park  harnessed,  which  was  done  some  time 
before  I  received  verbal  orders  to  harness  the  whole  battery  and  send 
the  section  to  report  to  Colonel  Harriman  at  Meade's  Station.  1  at 
once  ordered  the  remaining  teams  harnessed,  and  sent  forward  tlie  sec- 
tion to  Meade's  Station,  in  command  of  my  first-sergeant,  Scott.  After 
proceeding  to  headquarters  and  finding  that  the  section  was  intended 
to  report  to  Colonel  Harriman,  I  repaired  to  the  scene  of  action  in 
advance  of  my  section  (then  advancing  at  a  trot),  reported  to  General 
Tidball  on  the  field,  and  placed  the  guns  in  position  under  his  direc- 
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tion  iminediiiteJy  upon  their  arrival.  My  lire  was  directed  upoa  Fort 
Stedmau,  then  iu  po.ssession  of  the  enemy,  but  an  assault  -was  made  by 
our  troops  almost  at  the  moment  of  my  going  into  battery,  and  I  had 
but  time  to  fire  a  few  rounds  of  solid  shot  before  the  work  was  retaken. 
My  guns  remained  on  tlio  ground  until  ordered  back  to  camp  by  Gen- 
eral Tidball;  they  reached  camp  about  10  a.  m. 
I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  no  casualties. 
Kesi)ectt'ully, 

JNO.  B.  EATON^, 
Captahi,  Comma mlhtfj  Tu-enty-sei-cnth  New  York. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Acting  Assintunt  Adjutant-General. 


ISio.  IGG. 


Eeport  of  Brt.  Maj.  Jacob  Roemcr,  Thirty-fourth  Battery  New    York 
Light  Artillery,  of  opcrationn  March  25. 

ITdqus.  Tiiiety-fotjrth  New  York  Indept.  Battery, 

Fort  McGilvcry,  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  20,  1865. 

Str:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  circular  dated 
head(juarters  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  March  26, 1805,  the 
operations  of  the  Thirty- fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery  in  com- 
pany with  the  Forty-sixth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  my  support, 
in  Fort  McGilvery,  March  25, 1SG5: 

This  command  had  relieved  Captain  Jones'  four  pieces  of  3-inch  rifle 
ordnance  guns  with  four  pieces  of  tlie  same  kind  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  24th  of 
Maich.  Pieces  in  position  and  everything  ready  for  the  night.  I  gave 
orders  to  the  sergeant  in  charge  of  the  guard  to  instruct  his  guard  to 
be  watchful  and  report  any  unusual  picket-tiriug  at  once  to  me.  I  had 
now  time  to  examine  the  works  about  the  fort,  so  that  we  would  have 
no  ditlicultjif  any  attack  shonld  be  made  on  the  fort  during  the  night; 
ammunition  prepared  for  any  emergency.  At  3.30  a.  m.  March  25, 
Sergeant  Kossbach  called  me  and  reported  that  there  was  unusual 
picket-tiring  iu  the  direction  of  Fort  Stedman.  1  immediately  got  up 
and  satisfied  myself  that  it  was  unusual.  Ordered  cannoneers  to  their 
posts.  At  4  a.  m.  1  was  satisfied  that  an  attack  was  made  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Fort  Stedman  or  near  to  our  left  of  the  line.  1  made  all  due 
inquiry  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  nature  of  the  attack  and  who  were 
the  attacking  party.  Colonel  Ely,  commanding  First  f  Second]  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  said  that  he  thought  that  the  enemy 
had  attacked  Fort  Stedman.  It  was  now  near  5  a.  m.  I  discovered  that 
muskets  were  fired  from  our  picket  line  toward  our  main  line.  At  the 
same  time  we  also  discovered  that  two  shots  of  artillery  were  fired  from 
Fort  Stedman  to  tlie  rear  of  our  hue,  and  could  just  discover  that  men 
were  irregularlyrunningto  andfromthceiiemy'sliuetoour  line.  I  imme- 
diately opened  fire  on  them  with  two  pieces,  then  with  three  pieces,  and 
made  preparations  to  bring  the  fourth  i)iece  in  position  by  opening  a  port 
hole  on  the  left  of  the  fort  where  the  other  three  pieces  were  engaged.  I 
thought  after  I  had  fired  some  100  rounds  thatthe  enemy's  progress  was 
stopped,  as  we  saw  them  for  a  short  time  falling  back,  but  it  was  not 
long  before  I  could  see  them  retuining  and  attacking  with  double  the 
strength  iu  numbers,  and  had  gained  the  road  iu  rear  of  Fort  Stedman 
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and  were  trying-  to  flank  Battery  No.  9,  as  this  road  aflords  an  excel- 
lent shelter  for  that  purpose.  To  cheek  this  movement  of  the  enemy  I 
run  one  gun  on  the  barbette  in  rear  of  the  fort,  and  by  some  eight  or 
ten  splendid  shots  turned  the  enemy's  flank  and  they  retreated,  when 
the  other  tliree  pieces  pressed  their  column  across  the  field.  Now,  after 
6  p.  m.,  only  about  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  hand,  I  sent  to 
train,  and  also  for  200  rounds  from  my  caissons  if  the  train  should  fail 
to  come  up  in  time.  My  ammunition  came  up  just  in  time  to  make  good 
effect  on  the  retreating  column  of  the  enemy. 

The  men  have  behaved  beyond  my  expectations,  and  especially  the 
detachment  on  the  barbette  gun,  as  they  were  exposed  to  the  most 
severe  flank  and  rear  fire  of  the  enemy.  Their  conduct  is  worthy  to  be 
recommended  to  the  general  commanding.  I  did  not  liesitate  in  placing 
this  piece  on  the  barbette,  knowing  full  well  that  this  point  was  the 
enemy's  vital  spot  in  the  line,  and  that  they  would  also  turn  all  the 
guns  on  me.  some  twelve  in  number.  At  my  fourth  shot  fired  from 
this  gun  I  was  struck  and  one  of  my  men  killed,  the  gunner  taking 
charge  after  me.  He  was  soon  struck,  and  then  Private  Michael  Fogarty 
took  charge  of  the  gTin  with  two  men ;  he  worked  it  with  great  success. 
I  have  the  honor  to  give  the  names  of  men  who  merit  the  general's 
attention:  Sergt.  Valentine  Bossbach,  Sergt.  James  C.  Cornell,  Pri- 
vates Michael  Fogarty  and  John  Keene. 

Fired  370  rounds. 

Casuakies :  John  B.  Bauer,  private,  killed ;  Brevet  Major  Eoemer, 
Sergeant  llossbach,  and  Corpls.  William  J.  liiersou  and  D.  Smith, 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  EOEMEE. 
Bvt.  Maj.,  Comdg.  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — Nothing  worthy  of  note  transpired  in  Battery  No.  6,  with  our 
section  there;  they  iired  sixty  rounds,  mostly  on  the  enemy's  forts. 


No.  1C7. 


Report  of  €apt.  John   B.  Cooper,  Eighth  Kew  Yorh  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Battery  No.  15,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  Battery  No.  15, 

March  26, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  4  o'clock  yester- 
day morning  I  was  startled  with  the  first  report  of  the  artillery,  and 
immediately  had  my  men  at  their  guns  ready  for  action,  and  the  de- 
tachment of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  posted  along 
the  works  with  their  muskets  loaded,  prepared  lor  any  emergency.  In 
a  few  moments  1  discovered  the  flash  of  musketry  proceeded  from  our 
rear  line,  at  or  near  Fort  Stedman,  which  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
our  pickets  had  been  captured  at  that  point.  One  of  the  Fourteenth 
Artillery  men  went  from  here  to  Fort  Stedman,  and  immediately  re- 
turned with  the  information  that  the  fort  was  captured  and  the  enemy 
swinging  around  in  our  rear.  About  this  time  the  8-inch  columbiad,  a 
rifled  battery,  and  the  five  mortars  to  the  left  of  the  Baxter  road, 
opened  fire,  the  two  latter  on  this  battery  and  Fort  Morton ;  also,  the 
mortar  battery  on  Cemetery  Hill.    I  repiied  with  all  six  of  my  mortars, 
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and  Fort  Morton  with  four  mortars  and  one  4^-inch  gun,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  mortar  battery  and  rifled  battery  were  silenced.  This  battery 
expended  fifty-eight  shells.  One  of  the  enemy's  shells  struck  the  rear 
of  one  of  our  bomb-proofs  and  went  through  and  burst  inside,  killing 
Private  Samuel  Bowman,  Company  B,  Eighth  New  York  Artillery,  and 
wounding  Percy  Scofleld,  Fourteenth  New  York  Artillery,  in  the  head, 
and  William  Wood,  Company  G,  Eighth  New  York  Artillery,  in  head, 
slightly,  they  all  being  in  the  bomb-proof  at  the  time.  I  also  received 
a  slight  wound  on  the  head  and  shoulder  from  the  same  shell  while 
standing  outside  the  bombproof. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

J.  R.  COOPEE, 
Captain,  Eighth  New   York  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery. 

Lieut.  G.  W.  Booth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  168. 


Report  of  Capt.  Samuel  H.  Bhoads,  Battery  D,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil- 
lery, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqks.  Battery  D,  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Artillery, 

March  20,  1865. 

LiELTTENANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
operations  of  my  command  yesterday,  March  25: 

In  the  morning,  at  about  4.30  o'clock,  I  was  awakened  by  my  corpo- 
ral of  the  guard  with  information  that  there  was  figliting  on  our  right. 
About  the  same  time  or  earlier,  Lieutenant  Sailor,  commanding  guns 
in  Fort  Meikel,  was  awakened,  and  he  immediately  had  his  cannoneers 
stand  to  their  guns  in  anticipation.  The  force  manning  the  other  guns 
of  the  battery  were  ready  about  the  same  time.  After  daylight  I 
received  orders  from  Major  Eicketts  to  harness  and  hitch  and  pack  up, 
which  I  did  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  During  the  morning  the 
enemy  opened  twice  from  a  battery,  containing  several  10-pounder  rifles. 
Lieutenant  Sailor  tired  six  rounds  at  this  battery,  four  of  the  shells 
exploding  in  their  embrasure,  and  apparently  causing  their  tiring  to 
cease  both  times.  Toward  evening  this  battery  opened  again  and  fired 
a  few  shots,  to  which  Lieutenant  Sailor  replied  once.  About  10  a.  m., 
or  after  the  firing  ceased,  1  unhitched  and  unharnessed. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  H.  EHOADS, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  D,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Booth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

No.  169. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Irvin  Gregg,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, commanding  Second  Cavalry  Dirisiott,  of  operations  February 
5-7. 

Headqvarters  Seciond  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

February  IH,  18H5. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tions received  from    the  major-general  commanding,  this  command 
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moved  from  its  camps  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant,  and  proceeded,  via 
Eeams'  Station  and  the  Malone  aiid  military  roads,  to  Dinwiddie  Oourt- 
House.  The  vedettes  of  the  enemy  were  encountered  a  short  distance 
this  side  of  the  Eowanty  Creek,  and  driven  rapidly  in,  and  the  position 
of  the  reserve  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  carried  by  the  Thir- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  This  command  without  delay  proceeded 
to  Dinwiddie  Conrt-Honse,  by  the  military  and  Vaughan  roads,  keeping 
on  the  south  side  of  Great  Cat-tail  Creek,  no  opposition  being  met 
■with,  the  enemy  having  retired  in  the  direction  of  Stony  Creek,  from 
Malone's  Bridge.  The  road  north  and  south  from  Dinwiddie  was 
scouted  to  Gravelly  Run,  and  beyond  Butterwood  Creek,  by  the  Eighth 
and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  some  wagons  and  prisoners 
captured.  A  force  was  also  sent  out  on  the  Stony  Cieek  Station,  or 
Flat  Foot,  road,  from  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which  met  a 
small  force  of  the  enemy. 

The  detachment  sent  to  communicate  with  General  Warren  being 
unable  to  effect  a  junction  on  the  Vaughan  road,  the  command  returned 
to  Rowanty  Creek  at  10  p.  m.  and  bivouacked.  At  11  p.  ni.  received 
an  order  to  report  to  Major-General  Warren,  and  the  command  moved 
at  1  a.  m.  the  0th  instant,  by  military  and  stage  roads,  and  reported  to 
Major-General  Warren  on  the  Vaughan  road,  near  where  it  crosses 
Gravelly  Run,  before  daylight,  and  covered  liis  movement  to  Hatcher's 
Run.  The  enemy  followed  closely  and  attacked  in  some  force,  but 
were  repulsed  by  the  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Davies  com- 
manding. 

The  enemy  seeming  to  be  disposed  to  press  his  attack,  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades  were  dismounted  and  took  position  across  the  Vaughan 
road,  near  the  Keys  house,  and  held  him  in  check.  The  Second  Bri- 
gade was  held  in  reserve,  mounted,  and  at  2  p.  in.  an  order  was  received 
from  Major-General  Warren  directing  that  a  force  of  cavalry  slunild  be 
sent  to  push  the  enemy  across  Gravelly  Run.  The  Second  Brigade 
was  ordered  to  perform  this  <luty,  and  in  endeavoring  to  accomplish  it 
brought  on  the  general  [engagement],  which  closed  the  day;  the  enemy, 
however,  were  too  strongly  and  advantageously  posted  in  the  woods 
and  behind  rifle-pits  to  be  dislodged  by  the  cavalry.  Subsequently, 
with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  dismounted,  he  Avas  driven  from 
his  position  and  a  mounted  force  sent  to  Gravelly  Run  bridge. 

The  command  bivouacked  on  the  field  of  battle  during  the  night  of 
the  6th  and  7th,  and  by  order  of  the  major-general  commanding  two 
brigades  (the  First  and  Third)  were  moved  across  Hatcher's  Run  and 
placed  in  position,  on  the  Halifax  road,  covering  the  approaches  from 
Reams'  Station  and  Monk's  Neck  bridge. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command  was  highly 
creditable;  many  acts  of  individual  heroism  and  gallantry  were 
observed,  which  will  be  noted  in  a  sei)arate  report. 

The  country  has  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  valuable  officers:  Cap- 
tain Sneyd,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  killed,  cliaiging  at  the 
ht-adof  his  squadron;  Capt.  J.  Har]>er,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
killed,  leading  his  squadron.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  E.  Davies,  commanding- 
First  Brigade,  was  wounded;  also,  Col.  H.  H.  Janeway,  First  New 
Jersey;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beaumont,  First  New  Jersey;  Lieut.  Col. 
F.  L.  Ti-emain,  Tenth  New  York  (since  died) ;  Capt.  H.  H.  Wilson,  First 
Lieut.  George  W.  Brooks,  Second  Lieut.  R.  E.  Pealer,  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry;  Capt.  R.  B.  Cause,  First  Lieut.  Frederick  Schaal, 
First  Lieut.  J,  Dalziel,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  wounded. 
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Having  been  in  command  of  but  one  of  the  brigades  composing  the 
cavalry  division  during  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant,  this  report  is 
necessarily  imperfect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  IRVIN  GEEGG, 
brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Second  Division. 

Col.  George  D.  Rx'ggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Report  of  caauallies  in  Second  Caralry  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  engagementa 
of  the  5th,  0th,  and  7th  of  Fcbruury,  1866,  near  Hatcher's  Hun. 


KilltMl. 

"Wounileii. 

Hissing. 

Total. 

<D 

Command. 

i 

g 

1 

1 

a 

■e 
o 

a 
o 

a 

a; 
u 

O 

<1 

9 

t!       20 
4          48 

1 

7 
.  6 

23 
64 
18 

30 

'/ 





7 
4 

70 

14 

18 

ArtilUrv 

2         12 

11         82 

11 

13 

105 

118 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


No.  170. 

Report  of  Col.  Michael  Kencin,    Thirteenth  rennsylrania  Cavaly,  Com- 
manding Second  Brign^le,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Fcbrvary  15,  1805. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  this 
brigade  during  the  late  movemeut  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant: 

The  brigade  moved  out  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  on  the  advance  of 
the  Second  Cavalry  Division;  proceeded  to  Reams'  Station,  Thirteenth 
I'eunsylvania  Cavalry  in  a<lvance,  where,  tinding  no  enemy,  we  took 
up  the  line  of  march  down  tlie  Halifax  road  as  far  as  the  Malonc  road, 
on  which  we  moved  in  the  directicm  of  Dinwiddle  Court  House. 
Struck  the  enemy's  pickets  one  mile  from  the  Rowauty;  forced  them  in 
rapidly  on  their  reserve,  whicli  occupied  a  line  of  earth-woiks  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  creek.  The  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  was  then 
dismounted  and  de])loye(l  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  with  orders  to 
advance  and  drive  the  enemy  from  liis  position,  which  it  did.  The 
Second  Pennsylvania  was  then  ordered  up,  and  the  bridge«being 
repaired  (the  enemy  having  taken  up  the  planks)  charged  across 
directly  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  now  making  for  their  horses,  scat- 
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teiiug  tliem  in  every  direction  and  capturing  1  officer  and  15  men. 
The  brigade  then  moved  on  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  which  place  it 
reached  early  in  the  day,  fluding  but  few  of  the  enemy  there.  A 
train  of  army  wagons  numbering  25,  with  100  mules,  together  with 
1  rebel  colonel  and  3  other  officers  (one  of  them  having  in  his  posses- 
sion a  rebel  mail),  were  captured.  After  a  short  rest  the  brigade 
retraced  its  steps  and  arrived  at  the  liowanty  in  the  evening,  where  it 
went  into  camp. 

At  2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  Cth  marched  in  the  direction  of  the 
Vaughan  road,  which  we  reached  about  daylight  at  a  point  four  miles 
west  of  Hatcher's  Run.  Reached  the  stream,  massed  the  brigade,  and 
the  men  fed  their  horses  and  breakfasted.  About  this  time  the  enemy 
attacked  our  infantry  line  west  of  the  Vaughan  road,  wlien  the  brigade 
was  dismounted  and  formed  in  lino  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  infantry. 
Remained  in  this  position  for  some  hours,  when ,  the  enemy  not  attacking 
at  this  point,  the  brigade  was  mounted  and  moved  out  on  the  Vaughan 
road  to  near  Gravelly  Run,  where  a  position  was  taken  up  south  of  the 
road,  again  on  the  left  of  the  infiintry.  Soon  an  attack  was  made  by 
the  enemy  in  force  along  the  whole  line.  The  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
(Javaliy  was  then  dismounted  and  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's 
right,  assisted  by  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which  they 
did  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  his  works, 
capturing  66  men  and  1  stand  of  colors,  the  latter  by  Sergeant 
Caldwell,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  The  Fourth  and  Eighth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalrj',  on  the  right,  were  ordered  to  charge  at  the 
same  time,  mounted,  which  they  did  very  handsomely,  driving  the 
enemy  into  his  works.  In  this  charge  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  1.  Gregg,  who 
up  to  this  time  commanded  the  brigade,  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  leg, 
which  compelled  him  to  leave  the  held,  when  the  command  devolved 
upon  me.  The  enemy  were  being  forced  back  on  the  right,  and  the 
brigade  remained  in  the  position  gained  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  a  force  of  the  enemy  advanced  across  Gravelly  Run.  The  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  attack  and  force  them  back, 
which  was  done  in  a  very  spirited  manner,  the  enemy  using  two  guns 
which  were  in  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  run.  The  brigade 
soon  after  massed  and  remained  on  the  field  during  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  enemy  again  attacked, 
when  the  brigade  took  up  its  position  of  the  day  j)revious  across  the 
Vaughan  road.  The  enemy  made  no  advance  on  this  part  of  the  line, 
and  tlie  brigade  occupied  the  i)osition  during  the  day  without  being 
generally  engaged;  slight  skirmishing,  at  intervals,  only  being  kept 
up. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties:  Killed,  1  officer  and  8  men; 
wounded,  4  officers  and  42  men ;  missing,  5  men ;  total,  5  officers,  55 
men;  aggregate,  60.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  KERWIN, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Ma,j.  H.  C.  Weir, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 

*  But  see  revimicl.  table,  p.  08. 
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No.  171. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  B.  M.   Young,  Fourth  Pewmylvania  Cavalry,  of 
operations  February  5-7. 

HEADyrARTEKS   FOURTH   PENNSYLVANIA   CAVALRY, 

February  16,  1865. 

Lieutenant  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  command  in  the  engagements  of  the  5th,  Gth,  and 
7tli  instant: 

The  regiment,  on  the  oth,  on  reaching  Eowanty  Creek,  remained  on 
picket,  while  the  remainder  of  the  division  proceeded  to  and  returned 
from  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  During  that  date  had  no  engagement 
with  the  enemy. 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  Gth,  left  Rowanty  Creek ;  at  8.30  a.  m.,  one  mile 
beyond  which,  formed  into  line,  remaining  until  near  4  p.  m.,  when 
ordered  back  toward  the  run.  On  reaching  the  skirmish  line  ordered 
to  charge  down  the  road,  where  it  was  said  a  North  Carolina  brigade  of 
infantry  was  formed.  Having  no  support  and  having  to  charge  by 
sections  of  eight,  the  enemy  opened  a  most  deadly  fire  upon  the  regi- 
ment, causing  it  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  an  orderly  manner, 
and  reformed  and  charged  again  across  an  open  field,  with  the  same 
result,  and  even  a  third  charge  was  made,  but  each  charge  found  the 
enemy  too  strong  to  be  dislodged. 

On  the  7th  drove  the  enemy  across  Gravelly  Eun  and  into  their 
works,  when  they  opened  u[»on  us  with  artillery.  The  regiment  then 
fell  back  across  the  run,  where  it  remained  until  dark,  when  it  was 
withdrawn. 

No  prisoners  were  captured  from  tlie  enemy,  or  property  of  any 
kind. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  M.  YOUNG, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  D.  C.  Swank, 

Actg.  Atist.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  172. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Corrie,  Bighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

February  16,  1865. 

Report  of  operations  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  from  Feb- 
ruary 5  to  7,  inclusive: 

February  5,  command  moved  at  3  a.  m.,  taking  the  plank  road  to 
Gary's  Church ;  thence  to  Reams'  Station,  reaching  that  place  at  day- 
light; thence  tf)  Rowanty  Creek,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  on 
the  advance.  Mov(h1  on  to  Dinwiddle  Court-TIouse,  the  first  battalion 
charging  through,  capturing  nine  wagons  and  ten  prisoners;  moved 
back  to  Rowanty  Creek  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

February  6,  moved  at  1  a.  ni.,  taking  the  old  stage  road  to  near  the 
Quaker  road,  where  we  rejoined  the  infantry  and  moved  back  across 
(Gravelly  Run.  The  enemy  advanced  on  us  in  force;  the  brigade  of 
Fifth  Corps  broke,  and  the  Fourth  Regiment  and  first  battaliim  of 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  charged  the  enemy;  the  Fourth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  breaking,  wcwere  compelled  to  fall  back  a  short 
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distance,  and  formed  in  the  field.    Dismounted  and  charged  the  enemy, 
driving  them  back;  the  infantry,  rallying,  advanced  and  drove  them  to 
their  breast- works. 
February  7,  standing  to  horse  all  day.    Received  orders  to  move  to 

Yellow  House  and  picket. 

W.  A.  COEBIE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 


No.  173. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  K.  Robismi,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
of  operations  February  5-7. 

Headqitabteks  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalkt, 

February  15, 1865. 

Eeport  of  operations  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  during 
the  engagements  of  the  5th,  Cth,  and  7th  instant,  showing  number  of 
prisoners  captured,  also  number  of  wagons  and  team  animals: 

February  »,  1SG5,  the  command  marched  with  brigade  at  3  a.  m.  to 
Dinwiddle  Court- House,  via  Eeams'  Station,  crossing  Hatcher's  Run 
at  Malone's  Bridge;  met  with  very  slight  resistance ;  from  Court-House 
the  regiment  was  ordered  on  reconnaissance  on  Boydton  plank  road 
toward  Petersburg.  Captain  McDowell's  squadron.  Companies  B  and 
A  in  advance,  went  some  five  miles  towards  Petersburg;  captured  10  or 
12  wagons  and  1  ambulance  (from  40  to  50  mules  included) ;  made  prison- 
ers of  3  commissioned  officers  and  10  or  12  enlisted  men  (D.  C.  Clark, 
adjutant  of  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  Infantry  included);  without 
firing  a  shot  we  returned  to  the  Court-House.  The  command  then 
marched  to  near  Malone's  Bridge  (Hatcher's  Run),  and  bivouacked  at 
about  11  p.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade  forming  rear  of  column  and  Six- 
teenthPeunsylvauia  Cavalry  formingrear  of  brigade.  Captain  Oliphant's 
squadron.  Companies  H  and  G,  acting  as  rear  guard,  who  were  followed 
closely  by  ten  or  twelve  rebels,  who  fired  occasionally  into  the  rear 
guard,  doing  no  injury,  but  capturing  two  men  of  G  Company. 

February  G,  1865,  took  up  line  of  march  at  2  a.  m.,  and  by  a  circuitous 
route  struck  the  Vaughan  road  near  Gravelly  Branch  at  day-dawn; 
formed  and  cooked  coffee;  8  a.  m.  marched  with  division  one  mile  and  a 
half  toward  Petersburg,  where  the  whole  division  bivouacked;  10  a.  m. 
firing  commenced;  at  2  p.  m.  our  regiment  ordered  to  make  a  dismounted 
charge  against  infantry  holding  a  group  of  houses ;  the  charge  was 
made  with  complete  success,  both  men  and  officers  going  in  with  more 
than  usual  coolness  and  bravery,  making  prisoners  of  at  least  30  rebels. 
A  flag- bearer  was  shot  by  one  of  our  men,  but  the  Thirteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  being  mounted,  in  our  rear,  charged  through  our  line  and 
gained  possession  of  his  flag.  Not  being  sufficiently  supported,  Ave 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  and  take  position  on  right  of  the  original 
established  line;  in  this  charge  of  our  regiment  there  were  2  men 
killed  and  3  officers  and  14  men  wounded.  A  second  charge  was  made, 
tlie  rebels  retreating  and  finally  withdrawing  entirely  from  our  front. 
At  dusk  we  were  relieved  by  iniantry  and  bivouacked. 

February  7,  1865,  cxtrenielv  disagrc^eable;  raining  and  sleeting. 
Regiment  in  line,  mounted,  from  morn  till  night.  Nothing  to  be  seen  in 
our  front  except  a  few  Confederate  cavalry  pickets.  Relieved  at  dusk 
and  bivouacked. 

J.  K.  ROBISON, 
Lieut.  Col,  Sijpteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Cox\\dg.  Regiment, 
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No.  174. 

Report  of  Col.  Oliver  B.  Knowles,   Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  February  5-7. 

Hdqes.  Thikd  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

February  15,  1865. 

Major:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Second 
Cavalry  Division,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following. report  of 
operations  of  this  brigade  in  the  engagements  of  the  5th,  (ith,  and  7th 
instant: 

The  brigade  (wdth  the  exception  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  who  were 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Warren  at  (5  a.  m.,  5th  instant)  left  its 
present  camp  at  3  a.  m.,  5th  instant;  marched,  via  Gary's  Church  and 
Keanis'  Station,  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  where  we  remained  about 
one  hour;  then  returned  to  the  Eowanty,  where  Ave  bivouacked. 

At  1  a.  m.,  Cth  instant,  orders  were  received  to  march,  when  in  com- 
pany with  the  division  the  brigade  marched,  via  Monk's  Neck  bridge, 
to  .the  Vaugliau  road  and  joined  the  infantry  near  Hatcher's  Run, 
where  the  brigade  was  formed  on  the  west  side  of  the  run.  Here  the 
Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  which  accompanied  the  infantry  on  the  advance, 
rejoined  the  brigade,  participated  in  the  engagement  on  the  Cth  instant, 
with  but  slight  loss.  The  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was 
ordered  to  report  half  to  General  Crawford  and  half  to  a  staff  oflBcer 
of  General  Meade. 

At  1  p.  m.,  7th  instant,  the  brigade  returned  to  Weldon  railroad, 
where  it  remained  during  the  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  8th  instant 
returned  to  camp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mention  the  following-named  enlisted  men  as 
having  displayed  marked  bravery  on  the  advance  to  Hatcher's  Eun 
while  with  the  infantry:  Sergt.  Michael  pjck.  Company  L,  Sixth  Ohio 
Cavalry;  Corpl.  Harley  B.  Scribner,  Company  L,  SixtJi  Ohio  Cavalry: 
Private  William  W.  Porter,  Company  L,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry;  Corpl. 
W.  Emerson  Duulap,  Company  K,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

O.  B.  KNOWLES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Mai.  H.  C.  Weir, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  175. 


Report  of  Col.  Andrew  W.  Evans,  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  Cavalry  Dinision,  Army  of  the  James,  of  operations 
January  30. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Cavalry  Div.,  Army  of  the  James, 

January  31,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  proceeded,  in  comi)liance 
with  instructions  of  the  29th,  with  35  officers  and  80«  men  of  this  com- 
mand, at  daylight  yesterday,  by  Charles  City  Cross-Koads,  to  Long 
Bridge,  on  the  Chickahouiiny.    1  found  that  stream  very  high  and  not 


372  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     [Chap.  LVm. 

fordable.  There  are  two  sloughs  at  that  point,  with  about  ten  feet  of 
water  iu  each,  and  although  a  few  men  were  SQCcessfally  ferried  across, 
I  judged  it  extremely  dangerous  to  attempt  a  passage  by  swimming  a 
large  body  of  horses.  I  then  sent  a  battalion  of  [First]  New  York  Mounted 
Kifles,  under  Major  Hamilton,  to  Bottom's  Bridge,  with  instructions  to 
send  a  scouting  party  of  an  officer  and  ten  men  as  far  as  Baltimore 
Cross-Eoads.  An  attempt  was  made  to  send  a  similar  party  to  the 
same  point  by  Long  Bridge,  but  it  was  found  impracticable.  I  was 
under  the* impression  that  by  the  river  road  Bottom's  Bridge  could  be 
reached  in  four  miles,  but  Major  Hamilton  was  obliged  to  make  a  con- 
siderable detour  to  cross  White  Oak  Swamp.  At  the  bridge  (so  called) 
over  this  he  surprised  a  small  picket  of  the  enemy's  cavahy  and  cap- 
tured three  men,  one  of  whom  was  wounded  before  he  would  surrender. 
At  Bottom's  Bridge  a  picket  of  about  a  dozen  men  was  found,  but  by  a 
mistake  our  advanced  guard  charged  to  the  bridge,  where  horses  were 
seen,  capturing  one  man  there,  and  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  party, 
who  were  on  a  neighboring  hill,  managed  to  make  their  escape.  Two 
men,  however,  came  in  and  delivered  themselves  up  as  deserters.  The 
scouting  party  sent  across  the  river,  under  Captain  Purdy,  ^ew  York 
Mounted  Kifles,  proceeded  to  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  Balti- 
more Cross-Roads.  They  were  obliged  to  swim  the  river.  They  cap- 
tured five  men,  who  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  soldiers  on  furlough, 
but  Captain  Purdy  was  only  able  to  mount  one  ot  them,  and  being  in 
a  hurry  to  recross  the  swamp  before  dark,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
other  four  behind.  Major  Hamilton,  with  his  command,  rejoined  the 
main  body  at  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge  road  with  the  road  to 
Haxall's  Landing  and  Shirley,  a  position  to  which  I  removed  at  dark. 
The  entire  command  then  returned  by  the  same  road  to  camp,  meeting 
no  one  whatever  until  reaching  our  picket. 

I  believe  I  am  justified  in  asserting,  from  the  report  of  scouts  and 
detached  parties,  from  personal  observation,  and  from  information  from 
other  sources,  that  no  force  whatever  of  the  enemy  has  moved  east- 
ward upon  the  peninsula  for  a  long  time  past  except  very  small  scout- 
ing parties.  Captain  Purdy  reports  meeting  and  conversing  with  a 
citizen  from  Barhamsville,  whom  he  knew  personally,  who  confirmed 
this  statement,  and  added  that  a  party  of  seventy-five  men,  of  Company 
E,  New  York  Mounted  liifles,  had  been  up  at  that  village  on  last 
Thursday  from  Williamsburg.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention, 
although  I  was  not  informed  of  it  when  I  started  out,  that  no  bridges 
are  now  standing  over  the  Chickahominy.  The  river  is  now  high, 
banked  full,  and  nowhere  fordable  for  twenty-five  miles  above  Long 
Bridge  and  below  to  its  mouth.  The  stream  is  somewhat  rapid,  and  there 
is  much  ice  in  the  swamp.  At  Long  Bridge  the  river  was  evidently 
falling,  but  Captain  Purdy  reported  arise  at  Bottom's  Bridge,  between 
the  two  lines  of  his  crossing.  The  bottom  of  the  ford  at  Long  Bridge 
is  not  very  bad.  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  is  a  corduroy  road,  which 
has  been  broken  up  and  partly  swept  away,  but  the  crossing  is  good. 
Bottom's  Bridge  can  be  repaired  iu  a  short  time. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonel  Sumner  for  his  advice  and  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  EVANS, 
Colonel  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Dirision, 
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yo.  176. 

RcporU  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Peter  H.  Michie,    U.  S.  Army,   Chief  Engineer, 
l>epar1ment  of  Virginia,  of  operatiom  February  4-March  IS. 

JTdqrs.  Bept.  of  Virginia,  Chief  Engineer's  Office, 

February  13,  1805. 

Generax,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  in  the  Army  of  the  James  for  the  week  ending  Feb- 
rnary  11, 1865: 

At  Fort  Burnham,  casemates  have  been  constructed,  the  parapet 
strengthened,  the  trench  widened,  and  chevaux-de-frisc,  wire  entangle- 
ments, &c.,  added  to  the  obstructions.  On  the  flanks  of  the  fort 
works  have  been  commenced  for  two  guns  each,  that  on  the  right  in 
embrasure,  and  on  the  left  en  barbette.  The  parapet  of  Battery  No.  1 
has  been  strengthened,  embrasures  repaired,  platforms  made  good,  and 
traverses  thrown  up.  In  Fort  Brady  one  of  the  100-pounders  has  been 
mounted  in  its  new  position  and  the  work  in  strengthening  the  fort 
generally  proceeded  with.  The  new  battery  below  Fort  Brady  is  suf- 
liciently  advanced  to  receive  one  of  the  lOO-pouuders ;  its  magazine  is 
nearly  completed.  The  gateway  and  draw-bridge  of  Redoubt  Southard 
is  progressing  favorably.  The  proposed  work  between  Eedoubts  South- 
ard and  Brooks  has  been  staked  out,  and  will  be  at  once  proceeded 
with.  Some  small  repairs  to  other  parts  of  the  line  have  been  done  by 
parties  furnished  by  the  regiments  manning  such  portions  of  the  works. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  also  that  the  detachment  of  tlie  company  of 
pontoniers  who  have  been  on  duty  at  the  saw-mills  have  been  replaced 
l)y  infantry,  and  the  whole  company  are  at  work  repairing  and  putting 
in  order  the  pontoon  trains  of  this  army.  In  this  connection,  it  will  be 
proper  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  material  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  pontoon  and  chess  wagons  has  been  of  the  poorest 
kind.  The  oak  used  for  poles  and  reaches  is  old  and  in  some  cases  was 
dead  wood  and  broke  clean  across,  showing  a  fracture  indicating  very 
little  strength.  Almost  all  the  wagons  show  great  shrinkage  in  the 
parts  that  are  joined  together,  some  joints  opening  as  much  as  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch.  Owing  to  these  defects,  each  wagon  is  carefully 
examined  and  repaired,  so  that  it  is  better  able  to  do  good  service  than 
when  new. 

J  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  this  company  (Company  I,  Third  Massa- 
chusetts Heavy  Artillery,  formerly  Thirteenth  Company  Massachusetts 
Heavy  Artillery,  unattached),  commanded  by  Captain  Pickering.  It 
is  composed  of  men  enlisted  from  Springfield  Armory,  many  of  whom 
are  the  best  kind  of  mechanics.  They  have  kept  the  pont<Jon  trains 
of  this  army  up  totbe  best  standard,  so  that  after  their  long-contmued 
ser\  ice  our  trains  are  now,  or  soon  will  be,  as  fit  for  service  as  if  they 
Avere  entirely  new,  and  this  without  additional  expense  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Owing  to  the  facilities  we  have  here  at  present  I  have  the 
honor  to  propose  that  we  furnish  the  Engineer  Department  at  Wash- 
ington with  such  oak  lumber,  of  the  best  quality,  cut  to  any  size,  that 
may  be  required.  There  are  a  great  many  white-oak  trees  here  which 
might  as  well  be  used  for  this  purpose  as  not.  Tliis  will  only  cost  the 
Government  transportation,  and  will  save  the  $70  or  $80  a  thousand  feet, 
which  is  about  the  price  at  present,  buying  from  the  market. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  a  suggestion  of  Captain  Lyon,  assistant 
engineer,  in  the  improvements  of  a  part  of  the  pontoon  wagon.  It  is 
the  substitution  of  a  roller  for  the  sharp-edged  stanchion  on  the  rear 
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sides  of  tlic  wagon.  At  iirosenf  it  is  difQcnIt  to  load  the  boat  from  the 
rear  bj-  pushing-  it  f.nwaid,  bociiuse  tlic  stanchion.s  will  cut  into  the 
sides  of  the  boat  and  resist  its  advance  uidess  tlie  boat  is  exactly 
straight.  Two  rollers  would  assist  its  loading  very  much.  The  present 
stanchion  might  be  hammered  down  and  a  cast-iron  roller  slii)ped 
on  it  as  an  axle  and  confined  by  a  common  iiut. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEli   S.  MICIIIE, 
Brevet  Major,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer,  Dept.  of  Virginia. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Baknaud, 

Chief  Engineer,  V.  /S'.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  T)ept.  of  Yirgi>-ia,  Oiitef  Engineek's  Office, 

February  21,  3865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  in  the  Army  of  the  James  for  the  week  ending 
February  18,  18G5: 

At  Fort  Buruham  two  casemates  have  been  finished  and  two  are  in 
course  of  construction.  One  magazine  between  caseinates  is  completed. 
The  thickening  of  parapet  and  decjK-ning  of  trench  is  being  proceeded 
with,  and  a  parajiet  on  gorge  line  is  being  constructed.  The  chevaux-de- 
frise  and  entanglements  are  also  finished.  The  batteries  on  the  flanks 
of  the  tort  are.com])leted  and  ready  for  guns.  The  Coehorn  mortars 
are  in  position  and  the  magazine  for  them  is  ready  for  use.  The  parapet 
between  Fort  Burnham  and  Battery  No.  1  is  being  repaired.  The 
magazine  in  Battery  'No.  :i  is  nearly  completed  and  the  abatis  made 
good.  The  magazine  at  Batter;/  Xo.  ">  is  in  course  of  construction. 
The  work  upon  Fort  Brady  consisted  iu  thickening  th(i  front  parapet, 
strengthening  the  magazine,  connecting  tlie  latter  and  the  bomb-proof, 
and  laying  the  platform  of  one  of  the  100-pounders.  There  are  two 
100-pounders  now  in  position  behind  the  thickened  parapet.  The 
sunken  battery  below  Fort  Brady  is  ready  for  two  100-pounders  and 
one  30-pounder,  and  is  nearly  completed.  The  Avork  between  the 
Redoubts  Brooks  and  Scmthard  is  progressing  favoiably.  The  gate- 
way and  draw-bridge  at  Bedoubt  Southard  is  nearly  completed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEE  S.  MICHIE, 
Brevet  Major,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer,  Dept.  of  Virginia. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies. 


Hdqes.  l^EPT.  OF  Virginia,  Chief  Engineer's  Office, 

February  27,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  in  the  Army  of  the  James  for  the  week  ending  Feb- 
ruary '2't,  1865: 

In  the  Tirenty-flfth  Army  Corps.— At  Fort  Burnham  the  third  case- 
mate is  completed,  the  thickening  of  parai)et,  widening  of  trench,  and 
construction  of  parapet  on  gorge  line  is  being  continued.  In  Batteries 
Nos.  1,  3,  and  4,  magazines  have  been  constructed  and  are  nearly  com- 


OHAP.Lvni.]  THE   EICHSIOND   CAMPAIGN.  375 

pleted.  In  Battery  No.  2  the  magazine  is  finished.  At  Fort  Brady  the 
thickening  of  the  parapet  and  magazine  covering  is  nearly  finished. 
Sunken  battery  below  Fort  Brady  requires  but  a  few  hours'  work  to 
complete  it.  Eepairs  of  abatis,  &c.,  has  been  made  on  the  line  gen- 
erally. 

In  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps. — The  lunette  and  infaiitry  parapets 
between  Eedoubts  Southard  and  Brooks  have  been  proceeded  with 
and  are  nearly  completed. 

On  the  Bermuda  front. — Battery  Sawyer:  The  parapet  has  been 
strengthened  and  the  ditch  drained.  New  battery  near  Battery  Saw- 
yer: The  covering  of  magazine  and  bomb-proof  is  finished.  Battery 
Spoffbrd:  A  covered  drain  has  been  made  and  the  revetment  repaired. 
Bedoubt  Drake:  The  revetment  and  platform  have  been  repaired. 
Battery  Mai'shall :  The  terre-plcin  has  been  graded  and  the  parapet  on 
the  left  flank  raised ;  three  magazines  in  rear  of  the  ten-gun  battery 
have  been  drained,  revetted,  and  re-covered.  Tlie  parapet  pnd  ban- 
quette between  Batteries  Pruyn  and  Anderson  are  being  raised.  Bat- 
tery Pruyn :  The  parapet  has  been  strengthened,  embrasures  repaired, 
and  platforms  laid,  liedoubt  Button:  The  embrasures  have  been 
repaired  and  platforms  are  being  laid. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  S.  MICHIE, 
Brevet  Major,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies  in  Virginia. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Chief  Engineer's  Office, 

March  9,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  for  tbe  week  ending  March  4, 18G5: 

The  work  done,  in  consequence  of  unfavorable  weather,  has  been  of 
little  importance,  consisting  chiefly  of  (in  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps)  con- 
tinuing the  construction  of  casemates  in  Fort  Burnbam,  completing 
magazines  in  the  redoubts  along  the  line  to  Fort  Brady,  and  repairs  to 
rifle-pits  and  abatis.  On  the  Bermuda  front:  Repairing  platforms,  and 
draining  in  Battery  Sawyer;  strengthening  the  bomb-proof  and  maga- 
zine in  Battery  Parsons;  repairing  embrasure  and  laying  platforms  in 
Redoubt  Drake;  thickening  and  revetting  parapet  and  forming  ban- 
quette between  Batteries  Anderson  and  Pruyn;  repairing  embrasure 
and  laying  platform  in  Battery  Pruyn,  and  some  small  repairs  in 
Redoubt  Dutton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  S.  MICHIE, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer  Dept.  of  Virginia. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies  in   Virginia. 

Department  of  Virginia,  Chief  Engineer's  Office, 

March  14,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
week  ending  March  11, 18C5: 

In  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps. — At  Fort  Burnhara  the  scarp  revetting 
damaged  by  the  recent  heavy  rains  has  been  repaired  and  the  trench 
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drained;  the  magazines  on  tlie  line,  seven  in  number,  are  all  completed 
and  ready  for  use;  general  repairs  to  rifle-pits  and  abatis  have  been 
done  on  the  whole  line.  At  P'ort  Brady  a  ])()rtio]i  of  the  bank  in  front 
of  the  embrasures  (about  1,500  yards,  cubic)  lias  been  removed  and  the 
work  on  magazine  and  platforms  has  been  pro(;eeded  with. 

On  the  Bermuda  front. — Thfe  re))airs  on  Redoubt  Button  are  com- 
pleted; palisades  for  the  gorge  of  Battery  Marshall  have  been  cut  and 
the  magazine  in  that  battery  rebuilt;  the  new  battery  near  Battery 
Parsons  is  progxessing  rapidly. 

Very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

PETER  S.  MIGHIE, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer  Army  of  the  James. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Baknard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies  in   Virginia. 


Department  of  Virginia,  Engineer's  Office, 

March  23, 1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to   submit  the  following  report  of 
engineering  operations  for  the  week  ending  March  18, 1865: 

In  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps. — At  Fort  Burnham  four  casemates  are 
completed,  and  the  scarp  revetment  in  front  of  casemates  is  nearly 
rebuilt;  the  repairs  to  rifle  pits  and  abatis  from  the  right  to  Battery 
No.  5  is  completed.  At  Fort  Brady  the  Avork  to  the  bank  in  front  of 
embrasures  is  finished  and  the  magazine  has  been  drained.  Sunken 
Mater  battery:  The  fraise  around  this  battery  is  completed  and  the 
bomb-proof  has  been  strengthened. 

(hi  the  Bermtida  front. — Labor  has  been  expended  principally  on  the 
new  100  pounder  batteries  near  Batteries  Spoft'ord  and  Parsons,  and 
tliey  are  nearly  completed.  Repairs  have  been  made  at  Batteries 
Sawyer,  Abbott,  Parsons,  and  Drake,  and  a  stockade  is  being  put  up 
in  rear  of  Battery  Marshall. 

Vcrv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

PETER  S.  MIGHIE, 
Brevet  Major,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 
Bvt.  Ma,!.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

ChieJ'  Engineer  Comhined  Armies  of  Virginia. 


No.  3  71 


Reports  of  Lieut.  William    E.   King,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  iS.  Army, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer,  of  oiwrations  January  1-31. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Chief  En(Unker's  Office, 

Jannary  10,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi-. 
neering  operations  in  the  Army  of  the  James  for  the  week  ending  Jan- 
uary 7,  18(55: 

The  corduroy  road  leading  from  the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  line 
to  Deep  Bottom  is  completed,  and  the  road  from  the  department  head- 
quarters is  finished  to  Kingsland  road,  a  distance  of  2,G6()  yards.    Some 
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delay  has  been  experienced  iii  the  construction  of  these  roads,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bad  stat«  of  the  roads  over  which  the  timber  for  them 
had  to  be  transported.  On  the  Bermuda  Hundred  front  the  new- 
interior  line  Ironi  Battery  Anderson,  on  the  right,  to  Battery  England, 
on  the  left,  is  completed,  excepting  the  abatis,  which,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  transportation,  is  not  yet  finished.'  Eepairs  were  made  in 
Battery  England,  the  old  revetting  of  rails  being  taken  down  and 
replaced  by  new  pales.  Battery  Anderson  was  repaired  and  the  para- 
pet raised  two  feet.  The  infantry  parapets  from  Battery  England  to 
Batteries  Pruyii  and  Walker  are  being  repaired.  On  Sunday,  January 
1,  at  3.50  p.  m.,  the  mines  at  Dutch  Gap  were  fired.  The  result  of  the 
explosion  was  the  removal  of  the  mass  of  earth  forming  the  bulkhead 
of  the  canal,  but  owing  to  the  high  banks  a  large  amount  of  debris 
(probably  2,500  yards)  was  left  in  the  canal  and  in  the  river  above. 
The  highest  point  of  this  obstruction  was  in  the  river  just  outside  of 
the  canal,  where  a  semi-circular  ridge  was  formed  nearly  six  feet  above 
low- water  mark.  Professor  Maillefert  has  been  endeavoring  to  make  a 
channel  by  blasting,  using  small  charges  (100  or  200  pounds),  and  he 
has  succeeded  in  getting  quite  a  current  through  the  canal,  but  it  is 
not  probable  that  a  depth  of  water  sufficient  for  even  the  light-draught 
monitors  can  be  obtained  without  considerable  dredging.  The  work  of 
building  a  permanent  bridge  across  the  James  near  Varina  was  com- 
menced on  Thursday,  January  5. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  servant, 

W.  li.  KING, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  Acting  Chief  Engineer 

Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  iArmies  of  Virginia. 


HDQRS.   DEPT.   op   ViRaiNTA  AND   NORTH   CAROLINA, 

Chief  Engineer's  Office, 

January  18, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  for  the  week  ending  January  14: 

It  having  been  observed  that  the  enemy  was  engaged  in  throwing 
up  small  detached  works  in  front  of  Fort  Burnham,  I  examined  the 
same  from  our  picket-line  and  found  them  to  be  small  splinter -proof 
huts,  evidently  designed  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  keeping  their 
pickets  warm  and  aflfording  cover  for  sharpshooters.  This  idea  was 
confirmed  by  the  report  of  deserters,  who  stated  that  sharpshoot- 
ing  would  be  commenced  by  the  enemy  as  soon  as  these  works  were 
completed.  1  therefore  directed  Captain  Parsons,  First  New  York 
Volunteer  Engineers,  chief  engineer  Twenty-fifth  Army  Cotps,  to 
strengthen  our  picket-line  by  connecting  the  detached  rifle-pits  and 
providing  loop-holes  for  our  own  sharpshooters.  The  work  has  been 
completed,  and  Captain  Parsons  has  also  done  considerable  work  in 
re])airing  and  extending  corduroy  roads. 

The  work  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  consisted  chiefly  in  repairing 
roads.  The  recent  freshets  and  rainy  weather  have  retarded  consider- 
ably the  work  on  the  permanent  bridge  across  the  James  River,  but  it 
is  now  progressing  favorably.  Lieutenant  Trenor  has  been  engaged  in 
completing  the  new  line  on  the  Bermuda  front.    Professor  Maillefert  has 
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continued  his  blasting  operations  at  Dutcli  Gap,  and  Las  succeeded  ia 
getting  a  channel  two  feet  deep  at  low  tide.  This  during  the  recent 
freshets  was  ten  feet  deep  in  the  shoalest  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  E.  KIXG, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  Acting  Chief  Engineer 

Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnabd, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies  of  Virginia. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Chief  En(;ineer's  Office, 

January  Ho,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  in  the  Army  of  the  James  for  the  week  ending 
January  21, 1805: 

The  corduroy  road  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps  has  been  proceeded  with, 
and  a  new  road  from  the  "  Flying  "  hospital  (a  distance  of  300  yards) 
has  been  cojnpleted.  Repairs  have  also  been  made  where  necessary. 
Work  has  been  done  in  strengthening  the  parai>et,  making  good  the 
revetment,  draining,  &c.,  on  the  line  between  Fort  Burnham  and  Bat- 
tery No.  5.  Two  magazines  in  Fort  Burnham  have  been  re  covered  and 
one  lijied.  Repairs  have  also  been  made  to  Redoubts  Brooks,  Wilcken, 
and  Southard.  The  ritle  pits  in  advance  of  Fort  Burnham  are  com- 
pleted. The  permanent  bridge  across  the  James  has  been  proceeded 
with;  but  for  delays  in  consequence  of  unfavorable  weather  it  would 
have  been  finished.  Repairs  are  still  in  progress  on  the  Bermuda 
Hundred  front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  .servant, 

W.  R.  KING, 
First  Lieut,  of  Engineers,  Actg.  Chi<f  Engineer  J>cpt.  of  Virginia. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies  of  Virginia. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Chief  Engineer's  Office, 

February  19,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  in  the  Army  of  the  James  for  the  period  of 
January  22  to  January  31, 1865: 

On  the  line  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  the  work  consisted  in 
strengthening  the  "parapet  of  Redoubts  Brooks,  Southard,  and  Wile- 
ken,  building  magazine  in  the  last-mentioned  work,  laying  platforms, 
repairing  revetment,  and  arranging  looi)-lioles  on  breast-work  between 
Redoubts  Southard  and  Brooks.  The  loop-holes  referred  to  were  made 
of  boards,  as  shown  by  the  inclosed  drawings,*  and  were  substituted 
for  sand-bag  loop-holes  for  the  following  considerations:  First.  Tiiey 
present  a  smaller  target  for  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  at  the 
same  time  give  a  larger  field  of  fiie.  This  consideration  renders  them 
especially  adapted  to  locations  where  the  lines  are  very  close,  or  where, 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  can  find 
cover  near  our  works,  and  will,  I  think,  more  than  balance  the  disad- 

~~  *  See  Plate  LXVIl.  Sketch  6  of  the  Atlas! 
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vantage  arising  from  splinters.  (In  cases  where  there  is  a  heavy  artil- 
lery fire  they  may  be  easily  removed.)  Second.  Their  cost  is  less  than 
one-twentieth  that  of  sand-bags.  While  sand-bag  loop-holes  require 
three  and  shonkl  have  five  bags,  at  50  cents,  these  cost  less  than  10 
cents  per  loop  hole.  One  sawmill  can  cut  boards  for  600  or  700  in  one 
day,  and  the  only  additional  cost  is  for  a  few  nails. 

On  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps  front  the  revetment  of  the  breast-work 
between  Forts  Burnham  and  Brady  has  been  repaired  and  im))roved, 
and  the  magazine  in  Fort  Burnham  lined  with  boards  and  covered 
with  an  additional  dejrth  of  earth.  As  the  enemjSs  artillery  in  front 
of  tliis  portion  of  the  line  consists  almost  entirely  of  mortars,  some 
protection  other  than  the  ordinary  parapet  seemed  necessary  to  cover 
the  garrison.  During  the  recent  demonstration  by  the  rebel  rams  the 
enemy  o])ened  twelve  or  fovirteen  Coehorn  and  8-inch  and  10  inch  mor- 
tars on  the  fort,  and  drove  the  garrison  to  their  bomb-proofs,  silencing 
the  artillery.  To  obviate  this  difKcnlty  in  future,  casemates  of  the 
plan  indicated  by  the  accompanying  drawings*  have  been  commenced. 
One  is  nearly  completed  and  materials  for  seveial  others  ijrepared. 
The  damage  done  to  Fort  Brady  during  the  recent  bombardment  has 
been  repaired,  and  a  small  sunken  battery  has  been  built  below  the 
fort  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine.  The  parapet  of  this  work  has 
been  made  thirty  feet  thick,  in  order  to  withstand  the  heavy  rifle  pro- 
jectiles of  the  enemy,  which  have  been  found  to  penetrate  upwards  of 
sixteen  feet  in  solid  earth.  It  is  proposed  to  mount  a  100-pounder  Par- 
rott  gun  on  .a  Dahlgren  carriage,  or  a  30-pounder  on  a  siege  carriage, 
in  this  work,  so  that  it  may  be  sliifted  from  one  embrasure  to  another. 

On  the  Bermuda  front  the  following  repairs  and  additions  have  been 
made:  Battery  Pruyn — embrasures  repaired,  parapet  raised  one  foot, 
and  magazine  revetted  and  drained;  Ecdoubt  Uutton — embrasures 
repaired,  magazine  and  breast-height  revetment  rebuilt;  Battery  Mar- 
shall— unimportant  repairs;  liattery  Anderson — new  revetment  for 
embrasures,  magazine  rei)aired,  and  left  flank  raised,  and  a  new  embra- 
sure cut  to  sweep  the  ditch  of  the  new  line  on  the  left;  Battery  Drake — 
repairs  to  revetment  and  embrasures ;  Battery  Spofibrd  (water  battery) — 
altered  to  mount  two  lOO-pimnder  Parrott  guns;  both  are  in  position. 
Battery  Sawyer — the  magazine  and  the  covered  way  leading  to  the  bat- 
tery have  been  repaired,  and  the  embrasure  for  the  100-pounder  altered 
to  obtain  a  wider  range.  A  new  sunken  battery  has  been  constructed 
about  150  yards  to  the  left  of  Battery  Sawyer,  to  mount  a  100-pounder 
Parrott  gun  to  command  front  reach  and  a  portion  of  the  river  below. 
The  pile  bridge  has  been  completed  and  the  pontoon  bridge  removed. 
Drawingst  showing  the  construction  of  the  bridge  and  draw  are  for- 
warded with  this  report.  This  work  was  superintended  in  detail  by 
Ca])tain  Lyon,  F<mrth  Khodc  Island  Volunteers,  assistant  engineer, 
wlio  deserves  great  praise  for  the  rapid  and  workmanlike  manner  in 
which  it  Avas  executed.  The  bridge  is  1,350  feet  long,  twenty-one  feet 
wide,  and  about  nine  feet  above  low  water.  The  bays  arc  fifteen  feet 
wide,  and  each  su])ported  by  three  ])il(^s.  As  the  water  in  the  channel 
is  about  twenty-five  feet  dec]),  some  of  the  piles  were  cut  fifty  feet  long; 
the  greater  number  being  thirty  and  forty  feet  long.  Owing  to  the 
hardness  of  the  river  bed  it  was  found  impossible  to  drive  piles  more 
than  eight  or  ten  feet,  and  it  was  also  found  unnecessary  to  drive  them 
farther,  as  they  will  break  off  instead  of  pulling  out. 

*  Sec  Plate  LXVIII.  Sketch  8  of  the  Atlii8. 
t  See  Plate  LXXVI,  Sketch  6  of  the  Atlas. 
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In  order  to  form  ice-breakers  and  prevent  a  lateral  motidn  of  the 
bridge,  an  inclined  brace  was  placed  above  each  row  of  piles,  the  larger 
end  being  spiked  to  the  cap  and  the  other  end  chained  to  a  pile  fifty  or 
sixty  feet  above  the  bridge,  the  pile  being  sawed  nearly  through  before 
driving,  and  so  arranged  as  to  break  off  just  above  the  chain.  Near 
the  draw  similar  braces  were  placed  on  the  lower  side  also  to  give 
additional  strength.  The  roadway  is  constructed  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  with  caps,  stringers,  and  three-inch  plank.  The  draw  was  con- 
structed of  three  wood  lighters,  which  were  all  that  could  be  obtained 
at  the  time.  The  bays  being  very  wide,  light  trusses  were  used  to 
prevent  sagging.  The  ends  of  the  draw  are  connected  with  the  bridge 
by  aprons,  which  allow  for  rise  and  fall  of  tide.  These  are  entirely 
lifted  from  the  bridge  by  ropes  and  levers  when  the  draw  is  to  be  opened, 
and  the  latter  is  maneuvered  by  means  of  a  small  chain  which  passes 
over  a  windlass  on  the  draw,  and  when  the  draw  is  open  sags  down  to 
allow  vessels  to  pass  over  it.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  entire 
cost  of  this  bridge  to  the  Government  was  about  $750,  the  labor,  includ- 
ing sawing  of  plank  and  hewing  of  timber,  having  been  performed  by 
enlisted  men.  But  for  the  delays  caused  by  freshets  and  the  non- 
arrival  of  boats  for  the  draw,  the  bridge  would  have  been  completed 
within  fifteen  days  from  the  time  it  was  commenced. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  KING, 

First  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Engineers,  Actg.  Chief  Engineer  Dept.  of  Virginia. 

{During  the  month  of  January,  186.').) 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Baenard, 

Chief  Engineer  Combined  Armies. 


No.  178. 


Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  13, 1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  3,  1863. 


Ifame. 


Kank  and  orgfLiiization. 


Caldwell,  Daniel Sergeant,    Company    H,    13tli 

j      Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Carter,  Joseph  F Captain  yd  Maryland  Infantry . . 

Chambers,  Jo.sepli  B...   Private,    Company     F,    lOOtli 

I'ennsylvania  Iiilantry. 
Coey,  James ■  Miyorl47thNew  Yorklnfantry. 


Date. 


McDonald,  George  E. . 

Murphy,  James  T 

Oliver,  Cliarles 

Sands,  AVilliam 

Spillane,  Timothy 

Tompkins,  George  W. 

Vanderslice,  John  M . . . 


Private,  Company  L,  Ist  Con- 
necticut Heavy  Artillery. 

Private,  C<)m]tany  L,  1st  Con- 
necticut Heavy  ArliUery. 

Sergeant,  Company  M,  'lOOtli 
Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

First  Sergeant  Conipan.v  G, 
ftSth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Private,  Comjiany  C,  16th  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 

Corporal.  Company  I",  124tli 
New  York  Infantr.y. 

Private,  Company  D,  8th  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 


1RC5. 
Feb.     6 

Mar.  21) 

Mar.  25 

j  Feb.     6 

!  Mar.  25 

Mar.  25 

Mar.  25 

Feb.  6, 7 

Feb.  5-7 

Mar.  25 

Feb.     8 


Awarded  for— 


Capture  of  flag  at  Hatelier's 
Run,  Va. 

Distinguished  gallantry  in  ac- 
tion at  Fort  Stedman,  Va. 

Capture  of  colors  of  1st  Virginia 
Infantry  at  Petersburg,  Va. 

Distinguished  bravery  in  the 
battle  of  Hatcher's  Kun,  Va. 

Capture  of  fla^  at  Fort  Stedman, 
near  Petersburg,  Va. 

Gallantryiu  action  before  Peters- 
burg, V.T. 

Capture  of  flag  of  31st  Georgia 
Infantry  at  Petersburg,  Va. 

Distiuguislied  galbintry  .at  the 
ba'.tlu  of  Dabiicy's  Mill.  Va. 

Gallantry  in  action  at  Hatcher's 
Kun,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  of  59th  Alabama 
near  Watkins'  house,  Peters- 
burg, Va. 

Distinguished  gallantry  in  action 
at  Hatcher's  iiun,  Va. 
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No.  179. 

Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of. 
Northern  Virginia,  of  operations  February  5-8  and  March  25. 

Peteesbttbg,  Febrtiary  5, 18C5. 

(Received  2.45  p.  m.) 
At  11  a.  m.  today  enemy  forced  a  passage  across  Hatcher's  Euii,  at 
Vaughan's  road,  believed  to  be  Second  and  Fourth  [Fifth  ?]  Corps, 
accompanied  by  cavalry ;  preparing  to  meet  them. 

E.  E.  LEE. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Richmond. 

Headquarters  Akmy  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  C,  1865. 

The  enemy  moved  in  strong  force  yesterday  to  Hatcher's  Run.  Part 
of  his  infantry,  with  Gregg's  cavalry,  crossed  and  proceeded  on  the 
Vaughan  road — the  infantry  to  Cat-tail  Creek,  the  cavalry  to  Dinwid- 
die  Court-House,  where  its  advance  encountered  a  portion  of  our  cav- 
alry and  retired.  In  the  afternoon  parts  of  Hill's  and  Gordon's  troops 
demonstrated  against  the  eyemy  on  the  left  of  Hatcher's  Run,  near 
Armstrong's  Mill.  Finding  him  intrenched  they  were  withdrawn  after 
dark.  During  the  night  the  force  tliat  had  advanced  beyond  the  creek 
returned  to  it  and  were  reported  to  be  recrossing. 

This  morning  Pegram's  division  moved  down  the  right  bank  of  the 
creek  to  reconnoiter,  when  it  was  vigorously  attacked.  The  battle  was 
obstinately  contested  several  hours,  but  General  Pegram  being  killed, 
while  bravely  encouraging  his  men,  and  Colonel  Hoffman  wounded, 
some  confusion  occurred,  and  the  division  was  pressed  back  to  its  orig- 
inal position.  Evans'  division,  ordered  by  General  Gordon  to  support 
Pegram,  charged  the  enemy,  forced  him  back,  but  was  in  turn  compelled 
to  retire.  Mahone's  division  arriving,  enemy  Avas  driven  rapidly  to  his 
defenses  on  Hatcher's  Run. 

Our  loss  is  reported  to  be  small;  that  6f  the  enemy  not  supposed 

great. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Oeneral. 
General  S.  Cooper. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  8, 1865.    (Received  3.55  p.  m.) 
The  enemy  yesterday  made  no  advance  from  Hatcher's  Run.    His 
skirmishers,  supported  by  a  continuous  line,  were  pushed  forward 
against  some  parts  of  our  position,  but  no  attack  was  made.    He  still 
retains  his  position. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  All  the  disposable  force  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  has  been 
operating  against  the  enemy  beyond  Hatcher's  Run  since  Sunday. 
Yesterday,  the  most  inclement  day  of  the  winter,  they  had  to  be  re- 
tained in  line  of  battle,  having  been  in  the  same  condition  the  two 
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previous  days  and  nights.  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  tliat  under 
these  circumstances,  heightened  by  assaults  and  tire  of  the  enemy, 
some  of  the  men  had  been  without  meat  for  three  days,  a;>d  all  were 
suffering  from  reduced  rations  and  scant  clo*;hing,  exposed  to  battle, 
cold,  hail,  and  sleet.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Cole,  chief  commissary, 
who  reports  that  he  has  not  a  jwund  of  meat  at  his  disposal,  to  visit 
Eichmond  and  see  if  nothing  can  be  done.  If  some  change  is  not 
made  and  the  commissary  department  reorganized,  1  apprehend  dire 
results.  The  physical  strength  of  the  men,  if  their  courage  survives, 
must  fail  under  this  treatment.  Our  cavalry  has  to  be  dispersed  for 
want  of  forage.  Fitz  Lee's  and  Lomax's  divisions  are  scattered  be- 
cause supplies  cannot  be  transported  where  their  services  are  required. 
I  had  to  bring  William  H.  F.  Lee's  division  forty  miles  Sunday  night 
to  get  him  in  jwsition.  Taking  these  facts  in  connection  Avith  the 
paucity  of  our  numbers,  you  must  not  be  surprised  if  calamity  befalls 
us.  According  to  reports  of  prisoners  we  Avere  opposed  on  Hatcher's 
Run  by  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps,  ])art  of  the  Ninth,  one  division  of 
the  Sixth,  and  Gregg's  division  (three  brigades)  of  cavalry.  It  was 
also  reported  that  the  Twenty-third  Corps  (Schotield's)  reached  City 
Point  the  5th,  and  that  it  was  present;  but  this  is  not  coniirmed  by 
other  reports.  At  last  accounts  it  was  gtated  to  be  on  the  Potomac, 
delayed  by  ice.  A  scout  near  Alexandria  reports  it  is  to  march  on 
Gordonsville,  General  Eaker  on  Kinston.  I  think  it  more  probable  it 
will  join  Grant  here. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Eichmond,  Va. 

[First  iiHlorscinent.] 

HespectfuUy  sent  to  the  President  for  perusal. 
Please  return  it. 

JOHN  0.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

/Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indornement.] 

This  is  too  sad  to  be  patiently  considered,  and  cannot  have  occurred 
without  criminal  neglect  or  gross  incapacity.  Let  supplies  be  had  by 
purchase,  or  borrowing  or  other  possible  mode. 

J.  D. 

IIeadqttaktees, 

March  25,  1865. 
At  daylight  this  morning  General  Gordon  assaulted  and  carried 
enemy's  works  at  Hare's  Hill,  captured  9  pieces  of  artillery,  8  mortars, 
between  .500  and  COO  prisoners,  among  them  one  brigiulier-general  and 
number  of  officers  of  lower  grade.  Enemy's  lines  were  swept  away  for 
distance  of  400  or  500  yards  to  right  and  left,  and  two  efioits  made  to 
recover  captured  works  were  handsomely  repulsed;  but  it  was  found 
that  the  inclosed  works  in  rear,  commanding  enemy's  main  line,  could 
only  be  taken  at  great  sacrilice,  and  troops  were  withdrawn  to  original 
position.  It  being  impracticable  to  bring  oft'  captured  guns,  owing  to 
nature  of  ground,  they  were  disabled  and  left.  Our  loss  reported  is  not 
heavy.  Among  wounded  is  Brigadier-General  Terry,  llesh  wound,  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Phil.  Cook,  in  arm.     All  the  troops  engaged,  including  two 
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brigades  under  Brigadier-General  Eansom,  behaved  most  handsomely. 
The  conduct  of  the  sharpshooters  of  Gordon's  corps,  who  led  assault, 
deserves  the  highest  commendation.  This  afternoon  there  was  skir- 
mishing on  the  right  between  the  picket-lines,  witli  varied  success.  At 
dark  enemy  held  considerable  portion  of  the  line  farthest  in  advance  of 
our  main  works. 


Hon.  .J.  O.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War. 


£.  rj.  Ij£j±j, 


Headquarters, 
March  28, 1865.  (Eeceived  4  p.  m.) 
General  Gordon  informs  me  that  in  his  report  of  the  action  at  Hare's 
Hill,  on  the  2r)th  instant,  he  omitted  to  mention  that  Col.  H.  P. 
Jones,  commanding  the  artillery  on  that  portion  of  the  line,  was  at  the 
front  superintending  in  person  the  operations  of  the  artillery,  and  that 
a  select  body  of  oflticers  and  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stribling,  carried  the  enemy's  breast-works  with  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  corps,  and  immediately  turned  upon  the  enemy  the 
captured  guns. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Hon.  John  C. 


Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  ISO. 

Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Army  of  N'orthern  Virginia,  commanded 
by  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  G.  8.  Army. 

JAXUAKY  10,  ise.'i. 


Command. 


Present  for 

^ 

duty. 

s 

it 

p. 

a 

e 

& 

u> 

o 

^ 

-^ 

11 

11 

308 

4,704 

6,3U8 

433 

4,569 

6,090 

295 

3,140 

4,352 

a* 

fi 

ens 


First  Armv  Corps  (Longstrcot) : 

Staff.-'. 

IMckett'.s  division 

Field's  division 

Kershaw's  division  a 


Total  First  Army  Corps !    1,047 

Second  .Vrni.v  Corps  (Gordon)  :■ 

Kiides'  division 

Kjrly's  ilivlsiini 

(iordon's  divi.sion 


Total  Sioond  Anijy Corii.i 


18 
9,294 
11,  661 
9,277 


1,047 

12,413 

16,761 

30,250 

240 
10:( 
1!);) 

3,  077 
2,411 
2,  6«4 

1 
4,371  1 
3,1K1  '• 
3,  5:12  1 

12, 447 
8,104 
13,  602 

34, 243 


Tl)iril  .\vniv  Corps  (A.  I'.  Hill) : 

Staff 

>I  a  hone's  division 

Heth's  division 

Wilcox's  division 


Total  Third  Army  Corps 

Anderson's  corps :  Jolinaon's  division  t  . 


8, 042  I       12, 981 


a  Conner's  hrijiade  transferred  to  South  Carolina. 
b  Hoke's  division  transierred  to  North  Carolina, 
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Total  Artillery  Eeaervc,  &f. 


Kicbmond  and  Danville  Kailro:id  <lefen.seft  (AValker). 
Provost  guard  (Bridgiord) 


Tresent  for 
duty. 

1" 
1 

I 

<1 

1 

Command. 

Officers. 
Men. 

^1 

S,'« 

Cavalry  Corps  (Hampton) : 

Start'  

12    

147       2, 183 

161       3, 190 

3           104 

12 

;i.  006 

4,016 
114 

7  761 

0,618 
145 

Total  CaTalr3'  Corjw  d 

323  1     5,477 

7,208 

14,540 

Earlv's  command  (Earlvi : 

.Staft' ' 

16  ! 

332  ■     1,914 
,'i4  i         OSO 

16 
2,461 
1,214 

20 
0,771 
2.447 

Long's  artillery 

Total  Early's  conimaiul 

202  1     2, 864 

3,691 

9,238 

Artillery  Reserve,  &.C.  (Pendleton) : 

8 
92 
114 
08 

9 

2,165 

2,  0O3 

943 

17 
2, 493 
2,  389 
1,170 

17 
3,271 
3,377 
1,665 

Third  Corp.s  artillery 

Anderson's  corps  artillery 

I     n.  120  I     6, 069  i  8, 330 


118  I 
22  i 


1,472 
219 


1, 8'.'2 
306 


3,331 
386 


Grand  total 4,213  ,  57,535     74,408  1 


a  955  dismounted  men. 
^762  dismounted  men. 
c  42  dismounted  men. 


d  1,759  di.smoiuited  men. 

e  Cavalr}-  of  "V alley  District  not  reported. 


JASrUAUY  20-31,  1865. 
[From  inspection  reiM)rts.] 


Present  for 
duty. 

t 

1 

-0 

■s 

» 

"i 

it) 

■< 

19 

9,  239 
11,  504 
9,  232 

Present  effective 
for  tbe  field. 

Command. 

o 

<u 

IK 

i 
o 

First  Army  Corps : 

Stail' 

1 

14  1 

310  '     4,  372 
370  i     4. 403 
288  1     3.  106 

14 
6,.199 
5,602 
4,  201 

Pickett's  division* 

284 
322 
283 

4,572 

,        4, 247 

3,  267 

Field's  divisiont 

Kcrslia w's  division  * 

Total  First  Armv  Corps 

988  [  12.081 

16.  106 

8 
3, 154 
4,  343 
3,455 

29,  994 

9 
8,092 

12.  291 

13,  426 

889 

12,  086 

Second  Army  Corps : 

Sfafl' 

8 
152 
217 
200 

2.30* 

2,  ntfi 

2,  -y-lS 

7 
130 
185 
216 

Earlv's  division  * 

2.221 
2,  811 
2.479 

Rodcs'  division* 

Total  Second  Army  Corps.. 

577 

7,775 

10,  960 

33,  818 

.538 

7,613 

*  Inspected  January  28-30;  only  4,330  .!;ans  reporti'd  in  Pickett's  tlivisidii. 
^  Inspected  January  27-31;  incltidos   Corse's  brigade  attached;    only  3,080  guns 
reported  in  the  division. 
I  Inspected  January  27-29. 
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Abstract  from,  returns  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  fc, — Continued. 
JANTJART  26-31, 18«5-Continued. 


Command. 


PreAent  for 
doty. 


a 


(D 


Preseot  effectiTe 
for  the  field. 


Third  Army  Corps: 

Headqaartera* 

Heth*fi  divifiioD  t 

Mahone'B  diTisiont- 
Wilcox's  diviBioii§  . 


Total  Third  Army  Corps  . 


Johnson's  division,  Anderson's  corps  || 

W.  H.  I".  Lee's  CAvalry  division  IF 

Valley  District  H 


Grand  total**. 


17 
369 

377 


107 
4,317 


145 
5,553 


248 
11,868 


6,946 


10,1 


331 
350 


10, 067 


12,644 


23,110 


468 
226 
147 


6,226 
3,933 
1,843 


7,562 
5,088 
2,524 


12,230 

8,885 

10, 714 


455 
204 
139 


41,925 


54,884 


118, 751 


107 
4,345 


5,517 


6,356 
3,029 
1,775 


40,828 


JANUARY  31,  1865. 


Command. 


First  Army  Corps  (Iiongstreet) : 

Staff 

Pickett's  division 

Field's  division 

Kershaw's  division 


Total  First  Army  Corps  . 

Second  Army  Corps  (Gordon) : 

Bodes'  division 

Early's  division 

Gordon's  division 


Total  Second  Army  Corps 

Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  HiU) : 

StaiT 

Heth's  division 

Wilcox's  division 

Mahone's  division 


Total  Third  Army  Corps 


Present  for 
duty. 


14 

328 
367 


995 


209 
153 
197 


18 
339 
410 
386 


4,684 
4,418 


12,168 


2,914 
2,319 
2,529 


4,309 
5,840 
4,654 


467 
23i 


6,248 
4,057 


4,684 
4,418 


2,914 
2,319 
2,529 


4,319 
5,840 
4,646 


6,248 
4,057 


14 
6,365 
5,721 
4,170 


16, 275 


4,344 
3,177 
3,470 


18 
5,470 
7,264 
6,141 


18, 893 


7,643 
5,256 


Anderson's  corps :  Johnson's  division  a , 

Cavalry  Corps :  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division 

a  Hoke's  division  in  Xorth  Carolina. 
*  Inspected  January  31. 
t  Inspected  January  27-30. 
t  No  report. 

$  Inspected  January  26-30. 
II  Inspected  January  26-31. 
f  Inspected  January  28-31. 
**  The  artillery  and  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry  not  accounted  for. 

25  K  E — vol.  XLVI,  PT  I 


sl 


19 
9,519 
11,600 
9,221 


I 

I 


30,359 


12,289 
8.090 
13, 570 


20 
11,254 
11,  931 
12,600 


36,005 


12, 824 
9.199 
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Present  for 
duty. 

1 

it 
1 

1 

£ 

p. 

S 

as 

-0 

£fl 
< 

1 

Command. 

1 

1 

1 

■s 

VaUey  District  (Early) : 

18 
84 
53 

18 
1,581 
1,012 

22 
4,686 
2,570 

1,112 

775 

i,  ii'i 

775 

Artillery     

32 

Total  Vallev  District  a                          

155_ 

1,887 

•  1,887 

2,611 

7,284 

32 

Artillery  Reaerre,  &c.  (Pendleton) : 

8 
61 
100 
56 

8 

2,104 

1,873 

896 

8 

2,104 

1,873 

896 

16 
2,413 
2,245 
1,128 

16 
3,254 
3,346 
1,037 

245 

4.881 

4,881 

5,802 

8,253 

DefenBP.8  Riclimond  and  Danville  Railroad  CWalker)  . . . 

115 
21 

1,438 
199 

1,438 
199 

1,886 
302 

3,366 
374 

3,944 

53, 443 

S3, 445 

69,659 

141,613 

32 

aCavalry  not  reported. 


FEBRUARY  10,  1865. 


Present  for 
duty. 

n 
S 

PH 

ID 

es 
bD 

£ 

1 
k 

<! 

18 
9,487 
11,563 
9,211 
3,695 

1      ! 

£  d 

i 

Ml 
■< 

14 
6.365 
6,721 
4,17B 
1,754 

In  bands  of 
enemy. 

Command. 

U 

i 

i 
i 

•0 

•5a 

First  Army  Corps  (Longstreet) : 

Staii"                     

14 
336 
367 
258 

60 

4,453 
3,083 
1,112 

14 
6,520 
5,797 
4,178 
1,584 

115 
73 

luu 

20 

1,312 

1,035 

13, 421 

18, 093 

33,  874 

18,029 

308 

Second  Army  Corp8  (Gordon) : 

208 
179 
140 

2,929 

•  2,281 

2,»51 

4,445 
3,372 
2,991 

12,232 
13,513 
8,027 

4,344 
3,470 
3,177 

181 
357 
166 

3,642 
4,137 
*>  282 

527 

7,361 

10,808 

33,  772 

10, 991 

704 

Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  HiU) : 

Staff                

18 
317 
331 
350 

"'3,896 
4,190 
5,445 

18 
5,489 
5,543 
6,822 

20 
12, 431 
11.966 
11,  550 

18 
5,913 
5,647 
6,860 

117 

204 

93 

Hpth'a  division       

2  352 

1  774 

Total  Third  Armv  Corns 

1  016 

in  f^oi; 

17,  872 

35,967 

18,  438 

414 

5  933 

Early's  command : 

Staff        

18 
82 
27 

■  1,076' 
390 

18 

1,528 

469 

20 

6,924 

940 

18 

1,581 

492 

2 

104 

3 

'Wharton's  division 

1,549 

99 

Total  Early's  command 

127 

1,466 

2,015 

7,884 

2,091 

109 

1,648 
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Abiitraot  frfim  returns  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  4rc. — Continued. 
FEBRUARY  10,  1865 -Continued. 


Command. 


Anderson'a  corps:  Johnson's  diviaton 

Defenses  Richmond  ^pd  Danrille  Railroad 

(Walker) 

"W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry  division 

Independent  Signal  Corps  (Milligan) 

Provost  guard  ( Bridgford) 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


466 

109 
156 

20  I 


6,527 

1,417 

2,664 

153 

188 


Grand  total 3,463  I  46,722     62,411  1134,827  I  53,872 


■*a 

£ 

=  ■5 

?. 

H 

£3 

bo 

-1 

■<1 

7,874 

12,  778  ' 

1,775 

3,  .'i08 

165 

301 


£d 
s 


3,355 

6,579 

240 

378 


3, 782 
238 


In  hands  of 
enemy. 


m 
o 


37 


•SS 


1, 572     23, 250 


FEBRTTART  20,  1865. 


Present 
for  duty. 

1 

|. 

Command. 

1 

12 

12 

12 

rirst  Army  Corps  (Longstreet) :                    * 

gtaff                                                          -  -V 

14 
335 
374 
240 

4,436 
2.967 

14 
6,557 
5,732 
4,121 

18 

9,442 

11. 508 

9,179 

963      12, 164 

16,424 

30, 147 

Second  Army  Corps  (Gordon) : 

175 
211 
152 

2,309 
3,022 
2.292 

3,334 
4,596 
3,196 

13,  520 

12,176 

8,010 

538 

7.623 

11, 126 

33,706 

Third  Array  Corps  (At  P.  Hill) : 

Statf                                                w 

20    

296       3, 880 
334       4, 324 
343  ;    .5,  383 

20 
5,538 
5,562 
6,769 

20 

12.854 

11,852 

11,411 

993  1  13,587 

17,889 

30, 137 

475  !     6, 505 

7,846 

12,642 

Early's  command : 

gt;3,£f                                            

16  ' 

84  I     1, 112 

174  1     1,383 

32  !         368 

16 

1,584 

1,790 

457 

20 

6,735 

7,150 

1,432 

3U6 

2.863 

3,847 

15, 337 

Cavalry  Corps: 

210 
120 

3,935 
1,825 

6,148 
2,499 

9,299 

9,446 

Total  cavalry * 

830 

5,760 

7,647 

18,745 
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Abitract  from  returns  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,   ^c. — Continued, 
FEBKUART  20, 1865— Continned. 


Present 
for  duty. 

g 
I 

a 

H 

-<1 

Command. 

BD 

d 

Artillen^  (Pendleton) : 

8 

83 

110 

72 

8 
2,089 
1,862 
1,196 

16 
2,398 
2,237 
1,462 

16 

3,262 

Third  Coma                              .              - 

3,344 

2,752 

273 

5,155 

6,113 

9,374 

Hi 
42 

1,414 

504 

1,749 
696 

3  269 

1  042 

Grand  total 

4,046 

65,575 

73,349 

160,411 

FEBEUAKT  24-MAECH  1,  1865. 
[Prom  inspection  reports.] 


Ckimmand. 


FIRST  ARMT  COBPS. 


staff* 

Pickett's  division* 


Field's  division : 

Stafft 

Anderson's  brigade^. 
Benning's  brigade^  - . 
Bratton  s  brigade^ .  -  - 

Law's  brigade^ 

Texas  Brigade; 


Total  Field's  division  . 

Kershaw's  division  : 

Stall* 

Bryan's  brigade' 


Humphreys'  bricadet , 

Wofford'sbrigadet 

Total  £ershaw'8  division 

Grand  total  First  Army  Corps  . 

SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 


Early's  division : 

Wtftft**      _  _  _ 


Staff 

Johnston's  brigadet . 

Lewis'  brigadeT 

Pegram's  brigade^. . 


Total  Early's  division 

*  Inspected  February  28. 
t  Inspected  February  27. 


Present  for 
duty. 


13 
424 


■i 


»1 


155 


1^019 
709 

1,435 
788 
480 


13 
8,073 


12 
1,242 

849 
1,762 
1,052 

733 


4,431 


605 
416 
746 


1,767 


1 
652 


665 


5,650 


13 

824 

598 

1, 012 


2,447 


16, 183 


11 

945 
1,156 


16 
11,  745 


16 
2,617 
1,787 
2,87a 
2,  539 
1,594 


Present  effect- 
ive for  the  field. 


11. 426 


17 
2,047 
1,690 
3,017 


341 


6. 151 


1,003 
642 

1,435 
782 
435 


4,297 


6,771 
29,958 


14 
2,499 
3,028 
2,332 


1*8       2,178       3,001         7,873  I        157 
t  Inspected  February  24. 
i  Inspected  February  25. 


579 
463 
746 


12,236 


860 
665 


2.385 
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Abstract  from  retama  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  fc. — Continued. 
I'EBBnARY  24-MASCH  1,  1805— Continued. 


Command. 


Fresent  for 
doty. 


S 
o 


S 


I 
U 

I 


Pregent  effect- 
ive tOT  the  field. 


SECOND  ABMT  CORPS— contmued. 


Gordon'e  division : 

Staff* 

Evans'  brigade* 
Terry's  brigade* 
York's  brigade* 


Total  Gordon's  division. 


Sodes'  division: 

Stafft 

Battle's  brigade!. . 
Cook's  brigade^. . . 

Cox's  brigaded 

Grimes'  brigade^  . 


Total  Rodes'  division 

Grand  total  Second  Army  Corps. 


TBIBD  ABHT  COBPS. 


Heth's  division: 

Stafft 

Cooke's  brigade^ 

Davis'  brigade* 

McComb'a  brigadet. 
MacEae's  brigade* . . 


Total  Hetb's  division . 


Mabone's  division : 

Finegan'e  brigade§  .. 
Forney's  brigade*  ... 

Harris'  brigadef 

Sorrel's  brigadet 

Weisiger's  origadet . 


Total  Mabone's  division. 


Wilcox's  division : 

Stafft 

Lane's  brigadet 

McGowan^  brigadet . 

Scales'  brigadet 

Thomas'  brigade|| 


Total  Wilcox's  division 

Grand  total  Third  Army  Corps. 


Johnson's  division  (Anderson's  corps) : 

Stafft 

Elliott's  [Wallace's]  brigade* 

Gracie's  brigadet 

Ransom's  brigadet 

Wise's  brigadet 


Total  Johnson's  division. 


1,007 
804 


16 

1,328 

1,203 

56« 


17 
3,882 
6,297 


175 


3,203 


13,229 


2 

822 

500 

715 

1,008 


11 

1,056 

702 

1,135 

1,366 


19 
2,964 
2,200 
3,681 
3,260 


10 
108 

67 
103 

58 


1,448 
562 
865 

1,209 


4,270 
1^474 


10 

1,806 

735 

1,185 

1,509 


12,124 
23, 2K 


17 
3,017 
2,005 
2,822 
3,531 


346 


4,084 


5,245 


11,302 


517 
995 
501 
989 
771 


1,039 
1,239 
801 
1,329 
1,005 


2,775 
2,911 
1,766 
2,786 
2,473 


284 


3,773 


5,413 


12,711 


1,094 

1,398 

1,430 

958 


15 
1,384 
1,764 
1,785 
1,159 


20 
3,407 
2,930 
2,810 
2,062 


340 


4,882 


6,107 


11,229 


970 


12, 739 


16, 765 


35.  332 


12 
129 
107 
143 
104 


1,840 
1,096 
2,113 
1,269 


12 
2,139 
1,431 
2,405 
1,605 


14 
3,666 
2,521 
3,573 
2,368 


6,318 


12, 142 


l~ 


1,013 
894 


154 


2,289 


777 

500 

715 

1,294 


104 
67 
87 
55 


313 


323 


901 


123 


143 

lie 


38, 730 


Grand  total  of  infantry !    2,957 

*  Inspected  February  37. 
t  Inspected  February  28. 
t  Inspected  February  26. 
$  Inspected  February  25. 
II  Inspected  March  1. 


51,011 


100,657 


2,767 


3,286 


1,448 
661 


517 

1,039 

507 


3,809 


1,092 

1,313 

1,573 

943 


4,921 


12, 818 


1,891 
1,105 
1.853 
1,428 


6,277 


39,291 
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Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  ^c. — Continued 
FEBEUAKT  24-MAROH  1,  1865— Continned. 

. 

Present  for 
duty. 

1 

£ 

0. 

■2 
u 

Present  effect- 
ive for  the  fleld. 

Command. 

i 

a 

CAVALBY. 

Lee's  (Fitz)  diTision : 

i^taft"*                                                        

6 
63 
31 
33 

"{,'621' 

472 
394 

6 

1,539 

582 

497 

9 
3,580 
2,147 
3,564 

.54 
25 
33 

1,037 

472 

Wickfaam'a  Diigadet 

394 

133 

1,887 

2,624 

9.300 

112 

1,903 

Lee's  CW.H.r.)  division: 

Staflf:-..          .              

7 
85 
58 

838 

7 
2,062 
1,188 

12 
3,657 
2.522 

Barringer'B  brigade^ 

78 
48 

1,298 

580 

Total  Lee's  (W.  H.F.)  division 

150 

2,541 

3,257 

6,191 

126 

1.858 

283 

4,428 

5,881 

15.  491 

238 

3,761 

Grand  total  Army  of  Korthem  Virginia^ 

3,240 

43, 158 

56,  895 

116,148 

3,005 

43.  052 

No.  181. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Army  Corps,  of  operations  February  6  and  March  25. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Corps,  Abmy  op  Northern  Virginia, 

February  9, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of 
the  fighting  on  the  west  side  of  Hatcher's  Run  on  the  6th  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  Pegram's  division  moved  out  from  camp 
to  reconnoiter,  one  brigade  moving  near  the  run  and  the  others  farther 
to  the  right  and  along  the  Vaughan  road.  lu  these  positions  the  bri- 
gades were  vigorously  attacked  by  both  cavalry  and  infantry  in  heavy 
force.  They  were  pressed  slowly  back,  bravely  resisting  the  enemy's 
advance.  Gordon's  division,  Brigadier-General  Evans  commanding, 
sent  forward  in  support,  formed  on  Pegram's  left,  charged  and  drove  the 
enemy  before  it,  but  was  finally  forced  by  superior  numbers  to  retire. 
It  was  readily  reformed  near  the  enemy's  lines,  and  again  advanced 
with  spirit,  while  Pegram  charged  on  the  right.  The  enemy  was  again 
driven  back,  but  General  Pegram,  who  was  riding  immediately  with 
his  troops,  being  killed,  and  Colonel  Hoffman,  commanding  brigade, 
severely  wounded,  a  portion  of  the  line  was  thrown  into  confusion. 
The  battle  had  been  obstinately  contested  for  several  hours,  when 
Mahone's  division  arrived  and  was  placed  in  position  to  fill  a  gap 
between  Evans  and  Pegram.  The  whole  line  now  advanced  to  the 
attack  and  drove  the  enemy  in  confusion  to  his  works  along  the  bank 
of  the  creek. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GORDON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  G.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


'  Inspected  March  1. 
t  Inspected  February  27. 


t  Inspected  February  28. 

i  The  artillery  not  accounted  for. 
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[Indorsement,] 

Headquartebs, 
February  11, 1865. 
I  respectfully  forward  a  report  from  General  Gordon  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  infantry  west  of  Hatcher's  Run  on  the  6th  instant,  which 
is  more  full  than  my  dispatch  of  that  date. 

General. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

March  27, 1865. 
I  desire  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  the  admi- 
rable conduct  of  Col.  H.  P.  Jones,  commanding  artillery  on  my  line,  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  during  the  action  at  Hare's  Hill, 
on  the  morning  of  the  2oth  instant.  Colonel  Jones  remained  at  the 
front,  personally  superintending  the  management  of  the  artillery,  and  a 
select  body  of  officers  and  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stribling,  charged  the  enemy's  breast-works  with  the  sharp- 
shooters of  this  corps,  and  at  once  turned  upon  the  enemy  the  captured 
guns. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GORDON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

•Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


No.  182. . 

Report  of  Col.  William  B.  Peck,  Louisiana  Brigade,  of  operations  Feb- 
ruary 5-7. 

Headquarters  York's  Command, 

February  10,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  my  command  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  instant : 

In  pursuance  of  orders  from  division  headquarters  I  proceeded,  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  February,  to  Burgess'  Mill,  and  thence  to  the 
line  of  works  in  iront  of  General  Cook's  quarters.  Having  marched 
about  a  mile  to  the  left  along  the  works,  we  were  ordered,  about  4  p. 
m.,  to  move  across  the  works,  following  Terry's  brigade.  We  formed 
line  after  marching  about  a  mile  to  the  front,  Evans'  brigade  being  on 
our  right  and  Terry  on  our  left.  Being  ordered  to  conform  our  move- 
ments to  those  of  General  Terry,  we  advanced  iu  line  to  our  batteries, 
threw  forward  our  sharpshooters,  commanded  by  Lieut.  R.  B.  Smith, 
Second  Louisiana  Regiment,  and  rested  a  short  time  while  our  batter- 
ies fired.  The  tire  of  the  batteries  having  ceased  we  advanced  through 
the  field  and  woods  until  we  reached  General  Heth's  line,  being  exposed 
in  the  woods  to  some  tire  of  musketry.  At  General  Heth's  line  we 
halted,  in  accordance  with  the  movements  on  our  left,  and  rectified  the 
line.  Darkness  having  come  on,  after  some  firing  with  little  result, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  the  command  did  in  good  order,  and, 
in  accordance  with  instructions,  I  marched  the  command  back  to  their 
quarters. 

In  obedience  to  orders,  at  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I 
marched  the  command  to  Burgess'  house,  and  was  ordered  back  about 
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11  o'clock,  leaving  150  men  on  picket.  Orders  reaching  me  at  1  p.  m. 
to  move  at  once  by  the  nearest  route  to  Armstrong's  Mill,  the  command 
proceeded  immediately  to  Burgess'  house,  and  thence  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  our  picket-line  south  of  Hatcher's  Eun.  Here  we  were  led  to 
the  support  of  General  Pegram  by  General  Gordon's  orders,  and 
formed  line  in  the  woods,  with  General  Terry's  brigade  on  our  left.  My 
command  was  much  reduced  by  this  time  by  the  heavy  picket  detaU 
still  on  duty,  and  I  was  forced,  with  the  mere  handful  left,  to  conform 
my  movements  entirely  to  those  of  the  larger  commands  on  my  right 
and  left.  Advancing  twice  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  sawdust  pile  in  the  field,  we  were  each  time  forced  to 
retire  by  the  wavering  and  falling  back  of  the  line  on  our  left.  "We 
fell  back  each  time  in  good  order.  The  third  time  we  advanced,  a  por- 
tion of  Pegram's  division  having  come  up  on  our  right,  we  drove  the 
enemy  again  steadily  before  us  until  we  reached  the  field  and  sawdust 
pile.  After  holding  this  point  for  a  short  time  the  troops  on  my  right 
and  left  gave  way  and  I  fell  back  with  them,  reforming  quickly  in  the 
woods.  Many  of  my  men  had  by  this  time  been  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  command  was  short  of  ammunition,  but  I  deployed  them  in 
the  interval  between  Pegram's  left  and  Terry's  right,  and  having  fired 
away  the  last  round  we  had,  on  the  arrival  of  Mahone's  division  on  our 
line  I  retired  a  short  distance  and  supplied  myself  with  ammunition. 
The  fight  was  by  this  time  over,  and  in  accordance  with  General  Evans' 
order  I  marched  to  the  pines  near  our  line  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  were  placed  in  line  by  General 
Evans,  prepared  to  support  the  division  on  our  right  in  case  -of  an 
attack.  During  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to  the  right  of  the  Brown 
house  and  formed  as  a  support  of  Major  Owen's  artillery.  At  dark  we 
were  sent  back  to  quarters. 

,  I  cannot  close  my  report  without  paying  a  just  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Lieut.  John  S.  Dea,  of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  Regiment,  who  fell 
at  our  most  advanced  position  during  the  fight  of  the  6th.  He  was  at 
the  time  acting  as  adjutant  of  the  division  corps  of  sharpshooters,  and 
displayed  all  the  conspicuous  gallantry  for  which  he  was  noted.  In 
him  the  service  has  lost  a  brave  soldier  and  a  good  officer.  I  was 
greatly  assisted  in  the  operations  of  my  command  by  the  officers  of  my 
staff,  and  by  Adjutant  Key,  of  the  Ninth  Louisiana,  who  offered  his 
services  on  the  occasion. 

I  append  the  following  list  of  casualties  in  my  command:  Killed, 
1  officer,  5  men ;  wounded,  17  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  PECK, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Oapt.  D.  C.  Cody, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


JANUAST  2,  1865.— Scout  from  Benvard'B  Hills  to  Sonth  Quay,  Va. 

Report  of  Gapt.  George  F.  Dern,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Detachment  Third  Few  York  Cavalry, 

BenvarWs  Mills,  Va.,  January  3, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
started  from  here  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  with 
Companies  A,  B,  C,  H,  and  L  (about  100  men),  and  one  section  of  artil- 
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lery,  Lieutenant  Ladd  commanding,  ai\d  reached  the  Blackwater,  at 
South  Quay,  at  about  9  a.  m.  From  all  the  information  I  could  obtain 
from  the  citizens  I  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  aware  of  our 
movement  and  on  Saturday  night  had  sent  for  re-enforcements,  expect- 
ing a  raid  from  Bower's  Hill.  I  met  a  family  of  refugees  near  the 
Blackwater,  who  came  down  from  Weldon,  and  questioned  them  sep- 
arately, and  ascertained  that  two  companies  of  infantry  were  about  a 
mile  back,  on  the  Murfree's  Depot  road ;  also,  one  company  of  cavalry. 
I  dismounted  three  companies,  ordered  them  to  move  cautiously  to 
the  ferry,  and  seize  the  boat,  but  found  the  boat  had  been  secured  on 
the  opposite  side.  I  shelled  the  opposite  shore  vigorously,  which  had 
a  tendency  to  cause  the  enemy  to  develop  his  strength,  and  deeming  it 
imprudent  to  attempt  a  crossing  with  my  small  force,  I  returned  at  10 
o'clock  last  night;  no  casualties. 
I  captured  at  the  ferry  3  bales  of  cotton,  3  horses,  and  1  cart. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  DERN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Col.  George  W.  Lewis, 

Commanding  Third  New  Yorh  Cavalry. 


JAITOABY  3-17,  1865. — Expedition  to  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  V.  C, 

and  its  dependencies. 

STJaVtaXA-RY    OF    THE    PRINCIP-A-X.    EVENTS. 

Jan.       4-5, 1865. — The  expedition  embarks  at  Bormuda  Landing,  Va. 

8, 1865. — Naval  fleet  under  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Port«r,  and  transport 
fleet  containing  expeditionary  forces,  arrive  at  rendezvous  off 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
12, 1865.— Expedition,  convoyed  by  fleet  of  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 
sails  from  rendezvous  off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  for  Fort  Fisher. 
12-13, 1865. — ^Expedition  arrives  at  Federal  PWnt,  N.  C. 
13, 1865. — Bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  by  naval  fleet. 
Landing  of  expeditionary  forces. 
Skirmish  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 
13-15,1865. — Combined  military  and  naval  operations  against  Fort  Fisher, 
N.  C. 
15, 1865.— Assault  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 
16, 1865. — Explosion  of  powder  magazine  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 
16-17, 1865. — Fort  Caswell  blown  up  and  defensive  works  at  Smithville  and 
Reeves'  Point,  N.  C,  abandoned  by  Confederate  forces. 

REPORTS,  ETC.* 

No.    1.— Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S.  Forces. 

No.    2.— Organization  of  the  U.  S.  Forces  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15. 

No.    3.— Casualties  in  the  U.  S.  Forces  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  15. 

jjo.    4. Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  B.  Comstock,  Aide-de-Camp  to  Lieutenant-General 

Grant. 

No.  5.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  of 

operations  January  15.  

*  For  Union  naval  reports  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Decem- 
ber 4, 1865,  and  for  report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot,  chief  of  artillery,  see 

p.  165. 
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No.  6. — Col.  Alfred  P.  Kockweil,  Sixth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations  January 
15. 

No  7. — Capt.  John  Thompson,  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations  Jan- 
uary 15. 

No.  8. — Capt.  William  S.  Marble,  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations 
January  15. 

No.  9. — Capt.  William  H.  Trickey,  Third  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  of  operations 
January  15. 

No.  10. — Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  W.  Rollins,  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Infantry. 

No.  11. — Brig.  Gen.  Adelbert  Ames,  TI.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  12. — Col.  Rufus  Daggett,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  of  operations  January  13-15. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Oliver  P.  Harding,  Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  ot  operations  January  15. 

No.  14. — Capt.  Heber  B.  Essiugtou,  Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  January  15. 

No.  15. — Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  J.  Johnson,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  Infan- 
try, commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  January  15. 

No.  16. — Maj.  Ezra  L.  Walrath,  ,One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  Infantry,  of 
operations  January  15. 

No.  17. — Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Colvin,  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York 
Infantry,  of  operations  January  15. 

No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division, 
Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  January  13-19. 

No.  19. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Albert  M.  Blackman,  Twenty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
Third  Brigade,  of  operations  January  15. 

No.  20. — Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  constituted  to  examine  into  the  oatise  of 
the  explosion  of  the  powder  magazine. 

No.  21. — Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  12,  1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  3, 1863. 

No.  22. — General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  of  operations  January  13-15. 

No.  23. — Lieut.  Col.  George  T.  Cftrdon,  C.  S.  Army,  Assistant  Inspector-General,  of 
operations  January  13-15. 

No.  24.— Maj.  William  J.  Saunders,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of-  Artillery,  of  operations  Jan- 
uary 13-15. 

No.  25.— Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  January  15. 

No.  26. — Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Colquitt^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  1. 

Beports  of  Maj.  Oen.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  U.  8. 

Forces. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
On  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  January  25,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followinfr  detailed  report 
of  the  operations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisber,  and  the 
occupation  of  Fort  Caswell  and  the  other  works  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cape  Fear  Eiver : 

On  the  2d  instant  I  received  from  the  lieutenant-general  in  person 
orders  to  take  command  of  the  troops  destined  for  the  movement. 
They  were  3,300  picked  men  from  the  Second  Division  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  under  Brig.  Gen.  (now  brevet  major-general)  Adelbert 
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Ames;  the  same  number  from  the  Third  Division  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Army  Corps,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine;  1,400  men 
fronf  the  Second  Brigade  of  theFirstDivision  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Army 
Corps,  under  Col.  (now  brevet  brigadier-general)  J.  C.  Abbott,  Seventh 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers;  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Independent 
Battery,  with  four  3-iuch  guns,  and  Light  Battery  E,  Third  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery, with  six  light  12- pounder  guns.  I  was  instructed  to  move  them 
from  their  positions  in  the  lines  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  Eiver 
to  Bermuda  Landing  in  time  to  commence  their  embarkation  on  trans- 
port vessels  at  sunrise  on  the  4th  instant.  In  obedience  to  these  orders 
the  movement  commenced  at  noon  of  the  3d  instant.  The  troops  arrived 
at  the  landing  at  sunset,  and  there  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The 
transports  did  not  arrive  as  soou  as  they  were  expected.  The  first  of 
them  made  its  appearance  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  4th.  One  of 
them,  the  Atlantic,  was  of  too  heavy  draught  to  come  up  the  James. 
Curtis'  brigade,  of  Ames'  division,  was,  therefore,  placed  on  river  steam- 
boats and  sent  down  the  river  to  be  transferred  to  her. 

The  embarkation  of  the  remainder  of  the  force  commenced  at  sunset 
of  the  4th,  and  was  completed  at  noon  of  tlie  5th  instant.  Each  vessel, 
as  soon  as  it  was  loaded,  was  sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  at  9  p.  m.  of  the 
5th  the  whole  fleet  was  collected  in  Hampton  Eoads.  The  troops  were 
all  in  heavy  marching  order,  with  four  days'  rations,  from  the  morning 
of  the  4th,  in  their  haversacks,  and  forty  rounds  o'f  ammunition  in  their 
boxes.  No  horses,  wagons,  or  ambulances  were  taken ;  the  caissons  of 
the  artillery  were  left  behind,  but,  in  addition  to  the  ammunition 'in  the 
limber  chests,  150  rounds  per  gun  in  packing  boxes  were  embarked.  I 
went  down  the  river  personally  with  the  lieutenant-general,  and  on  the 
way  received  from  him  additional  instructions  and  the  information  that 
orders  had  been  given  for  the  embarkation  of  a  siege  train,  to  consist 
of  twenty  30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  four  100-pounder  Parrotts,  and 
twenty  Coehorn  mortars,  with  a  detail  of  artillerists  and  a  company  of 
engineers,  so  that  in  case  siege  operations  should  become  necessary 
the  men  and  material  for  it  might  be  at  hand.  These  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot,  were  to  follow  me  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  await  orders.  It  was  not  until  this  time  that  I 
was  informed  that  Fort  Fisher  was  the  point  against  which  we  were 
to  operate. 

During  the  evening  of  the  5th  orders  were  given  for  the  transports 
to  proceed  to  sea  at  4  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  accompanying 
these  orders  were  sealed  letters  to  be  opened  when  off  Cape  Henry, 
directing  them  to  rendezvous,  in  case  of  separation  from  the  flag-ship, 
at  a  point  twenty-five  miles  oft"  Beaufort,  N.  C.  The  vessels  sailed  at 
the  appointed  hour. 

During  the  6th  instant  a  severe  storm  arose,  which  so  much  impeded 
our  progress  that  it  was  not  until  the  morning  of  the  8th  that  my  own 
vessel  arrived  at  the  rendezvous;  all  the  others,  excepting  the  flag-ship 
of  General  Paine,  were  still  behind.  Leaving  Brigadier-General  Paine 
to  assemble  the  other  vessels  as  they  should  arrive,  I  went  into  Beau- 
fort Harbor  to  communicate  with  Kear- Admiral  Porter,  commanding 
the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  with  whose  fleet  the  forces 
under  my  command  were  destined  to  co-operate. 

During  the  8th  nearly  all  of  the  vessels  arrived  at  the  rendezvous; 

some  of  them  required  repairs  to  their  hulls  damaged  by  the  gale;  some 

'  repairs  to  their  machinery ;  others  needed  coal  or  water.    These  vessels 

were  brought  into  the  harbor  or  to  the  outer  anchorage  where  their 

wants  were  supplied;  all  the  others  remained,  until  the  final  sailing  of 
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the  expedition,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  off  the  land.  The 
weather  continued  so  unfavorable  as  to  afford  no  prospect  that  we 
would  be  able  to  make  a  landing  on  the  open  beach  of  Fecferal 
Point  until  Wednesday,  the  11th.  On  that  day  Admiral  Porter  pro- 
posed to  start,  but  at  high  water  there  was  still  so  much  surf  on  the 
bar  that  the  iron-clads  and  other  vessels  of  heavy  draught  could  not  be 
gotten  over  it;  our  departure  was,  therefore,  delayed  till  the  next  day. 

On  the  morning  tide  of  the  12th  the  vessels  in  the  ^arbor  passed  out, 
and  the  whole  fleet  of  naval  vessels  and  transports  got  under  way  for 
this  place.  As  we  were  leaving,  the  vessels  containing  General  Abbot's 
command  came  in  sight;  orders  were  sent  to  them  to  follow  us.  We 
did  not  arrive  off  Federal  Point  until  nearly  nightfall,  consequently, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  admiral,  the  disembarkation 
of  the  troops  was  not  commenced  until  the  next  morning.  Our  subse- 
quent experience  fully  justified  the  delay ;  it  would  have  been  extremely 
difiBcult  to  land  the  men  at  night. 

At  4  a.  m.  of  the  13th  the  inshore  division  of  naval  vessels  stood  in 
close  to  the  beach  to  cover  the  landing;  the  transports  followed  them, 
and  took  positions  ^s  nearly  as  possible  in  a  line  parallel  to  and  about 
200  yards  outside  of  them.  The  ironclads  moved  down  to  within  range 
of  the  fort  and  opened  fire  upon  it;  another  division  was  placed  to  the 
northward  of  the  landing-place,  so  as  to  protect  our  men  from  any 
attack  from  the  direction  of  Masonborough  Inlet.  At  8  o'clock  nearly 
200  b9ats,  besides  steam  tugs,  were  sent  from  the  navy  to  the  trans- 
ports,'and  the  disembarkation  of  men,  provisions,  tools,  and  ammu- 
nition simultaneously  commenced. 

At  3  p.  m.  nearly  8,000  men,  with  three  days'  rations  in  their  haver- 
sacks and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  boxes,  six  days'  supply 
of  hard  bread  in  bulk,  300,000  additional  rounds  of  small-arm  amlnu- 
nition,  and  a  suflcient  number  of  intrenching  tools,  had  been  safely 
landed.  The  surf  on  the  beach  was  still  quite  high,  notwithstanding 
that  the  weather  had  become  very  pleasant,  and  owing  to  it  some  of 
the  men  had  their  rations  and  ammunition  ruined  by  water.  With  this 
exception,  no  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  had  commenced  landing  pickets  were  thrown 
out.  They  immediately  encountered  outposts  of  the  enemy,  and  shots 
were  exchanged  with  them,  but  no  serious  engagement  occurred.  A 
few  prisoners  were  taken,  from  whom  I  learned  that  Hoke's  rebel 
division,  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  sent  farther  south,  was  still 
here,  and  that  it  was  his  outposts  which  we  were  meeting. 

The  first  object  which  I  had  in  view  after  landing  was  to  throw  a 
strong  defensive  line  across  the  peninsula,  from  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver 
to  the  sea,  facing  Wilmington,  so  as  to  protect  our  rear  from  attack 
while  we  shojild  be  engaged  in  operating  against  Fisher.  Our  maps 
indicated  that  a  good  position  for  such  a  line  would  be  found  a  short 
distance  above  the  head  of  Myrtle  Sound,  which  is  a  long,  shallow  piece 
of  water  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  sand  spit  of  about  100  yards  in 
width,  and  communicates  with  it  by  Masonborough  Inlet.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  the  right  flank  of  a  line  at  that  point  would  be  protected 
by  the  sound,  and  being  above  its  head  that  we  should  by  it  control 
the  beach  as  far  up  as  the  inlet,  and  thus  in  case  of  need  be  able  to 
land  supplies  in  quiet  water  there.  Our  landing  place  was  selected 
with  reference  to  this  idea.  An  examination  made  after  we  landed, 
showed  that  the  sound  for  a  long  distance  above  its  head  was  so  shal- 
low as  to  offer  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  troops  at  low  tide,  and  as 
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the  farther  down  the  peninsula  we  should  go  the  shorter  would  be  our 
line  across  it  it  was  determined  to  take  up  a  position  where  the  maps 
showed  a  large  pond,  occupying  nearly  one-third  of  the  width  of  the 
peninsula,  at  about  three  miles  from  the  fort.  Shortly  before  5  o'clock, 
leaving  Abbott's  brigade  to  cover  our  stores,  the  troops  were  put  in 
motion  for  the  last-named  point.  On  arriving  at  it,  the  "pond"  was 
found  to  be  a  sand  flat,  sometimes  covered  with  water,  giving  no  assist- 
ance to  the  defense  of  a  line  established  behind  it.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
determined  to  get  a  line  across  at  this  place,  and  Paine's  division,  fol- 
lowed by  two  of  Ames'  brigades,  made  their  way  through.  The  night 
was  very  dark,  much  of  the  ground  was  a  marsh  and  illy  adapted  to 
the  construction  of  works,  and  the  distance  was  found  to  be  too  great 
to  be  properly  defended  by  the  troops  which  could  be  spared  from  the 
direct  attack  upon  the  fort.  It  was  not  until  9  p.  m.  that  Paine  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  river.  The  ground  still  nearer  the  fort  was 
then  reconnoitered,  and  found  to  be  much  better  adapted  to  our  pur- 
poses. Accordingly,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  their  last  posi- 
tion and  established  on  a  line  about  two  miles  from  the  works. 

They  reached  this  final  position  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  14th  instant.  Tools 
were  immediately  brought  up  and  intrenchments  were  commenced;  at 
8  o'clock  a  good  breast-work,  reaching  from  the  river  to  the  sea  and 
partially  covered  by  abatis  had  been  constructed  and  was  in  a  defensi- 
ble condition.  It  was  much  improved  afterward,  but  from  this  time 
our  foothold  on  the  peninsula  was  secured.  Early  in  the  morning  of 
the  14th  the  landing  of  the  artillery  was  commenced,  and  by  sunset  all 
the  light  guns  were  gotten  on  shore.  During  the  following  night  they 
were  placed  on  the  line,  most  of  them  near  the  river,  where  the  enemy, 
in  case  he  should  attack  us,  would  be  least  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
gun-boats.  Curtis'  brigade  of  Ames'  division  was  moved  down  toward 
Fisher  during  the  morning,  and  at  noon  his  skirmishers,  after  captur- 
ing on  their  way  a  small  steamer  which  had  come  down  the  river  with 
shells  and  forage  for  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  reached  a  small  unfinished 
outwork  in  front  of  the  west  end  of  the  land  front  of  the  work. 

General  Curtis,  Lieutenant-Colonel  (now  brevet  brigadier-general) 
Comstock,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  expedition,  and  myself,  under  the 
protection  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  made  a  careful  reconnaissance  of  the 
work,  getting  within  600  yards  of  it.  The  report  of  General  Comstock, 
which,  with  its  accompanying  map,  is  appended  hereto,*  gives  a  full 
description  of  it  and  its  condition  at  that  time. 

As  the  result  of  this  reconnaissance,  and  in  view  of  the  extreme 
difBculty  which  might  be  expected  in  lauding  supplies  and  the  material 
for  a  siege  on  the  open  and  often  tempestuous  beach,  it  was  decided  to 
attempt  an  assault  the  next  day,  provided  that  in  the  meantime  the 
fire  of  the  navy  should  so  far  destroy  the  palisades  as  to  make  one 
practicable.  This  decision  was  communicated  to  Admiral  Porter,  who 
at  once  placed  a  division  of  his  vessels  in  a  position  to  accomplish  this 
last-named  object.  It  was  arranged  in  consultation  with  him  that  a 
heavy  bombardment  fi'om  all  the  vessels  should  commence  early  in  the 
morning  and  continue  up  to  the  moment  of  the  assault,  and  that  even 
then  it  should  not  cease,  but  should  be  diverted  from  the  points  of  attack 
to  other  parts  of  the  work.  If  was  decided  that  the  assault  should  be 
made  at  3  p.  m.,  that  the  army  should  attack  on  the  western  half  of  the 
land  face,  and  that  a  column  of  sailors  and  marines  should  assault  at 
the  northeast  bastion.    The  fire  of  the  navy  continued  during  the  night. 

*See  p.  405. 
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At  8  a.  m.  of  the  15th  all  of  the  vessels,  except  a  division  left  to  aid 
in  the  defense  of  our  northern  line,  moved  into  position,  and  a  fire, 
magnificent  alike  for  its  power  and  accuracy,  was  opened.  Ames'  divis- 
ion had  been  selected  for  the  assault.  Paine  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  defensive  line,  having  with  him  Abbott's  brigade  in  addition  to 
his  own  division.  Ames'  First  Brigade  (Curtis')  was  already  at  the  oat- 
work  above  mentioned,  and  in  trenches  close  around  it.  His  other  two 
brigades,' Pennypacker's  and  Bell's,  were  moved  at  noon  to  within  sup- 
porting distance  of  him.  At  2  o'clock  preparations  for  the  assault  were 
commenced.  Sixty  sharpshooters  from  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, armed  with  the  Spencer  repeating  carbine,  and  forty  others,  volun- 
teers from  Curtis'  brigade,  the  whole  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Zent,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  were  thrown  forward  at  a  run  to 
within  175  yards  of  the  work.  They  were  provided  with  shovels  and 
soon  dug  pits  for  shelter  and  commenced  firing  at  the  parapet.  As  soon 
as  this  movement  commenced  the  parapet  of  the  fort  was  manned,  and 
the  enemy's  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery,  opened. 

As  soon  as  the  sharpshooters  were  in  position,  Curtis'  brigade  was 
moved  forward  by  regiment  at  the  double-quick  into  line  at  about  475 
yards  from  the  work ;  the  men  there  laid  down ;  this  was  accomplished 
under  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  from  which,  however,  they 
soon  sheltered  themselves  by  digging  shallow  trenches.  When  Curtis 
moved  from  the  outwork  Pennypacker  was  brought  up  to  it,  and  Bell 
was  brought  into  line  200  yards  in  his  rear.  Finding  that  a  good  cover 
for  Curtis'  men  could  be  found  on  the  reserve  slope  of  a  crest  fifty  yards 
in  the  rear  of  the  sharpshooters,  they  were  again  moved  forward,  one 
regiment  at  a  time,  and  again  covered  themselves  in  trenches.  Penny- 
packer  followed  Curtis  and  occupied  the  ground  vacated  by  him,  and 
Bell  was  brought  up  to  tbe  outwork.  It  had  been  proposed  to  blow  up 
and  cut  down  the  palisades.  Bags  of  powder  with  fuses  attached  had 
been  prepared  and  a  party  of  volunteer  axmen  organized,  but  the  fire 
of  the  navy  had  been  so  effective  during  the  preceding  night  and  morn- 
ing that  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  use  the  powder.  The  axmen, 
however,  were  sent  in  with  the  leading  brigade,  and  did  good  service 
by  making  ojtenings  in  portions  of  the  palisading,  which  the  fire  of  the 
navy  had  not  been  able  to  reach. 

At  3.25  p.  m.  all  the  preparations  were  completed,  the  order  to  move 
forward  was  given  to  Ames,  and  a  concerted  signal  was  made  to 
Admiral  Porter  to  change  the  direction  of  his  fire.  Curtis'  brigade  at 
once  sprung  from  their  trenches  and  dashed  forward  inline;  its  left 
was  exposed  to  a  severe  enfilading  fire  and  it  obliqued  to  the  right  so 
as  to  envelop  the  left  of  the  land  front.  The  ground  over  which  it 
moved  was  marshy  and  difficult,  but  it  soon  reached  the  palisades, 
passed  through  them,  and  affected  a  lodgment  on  the  parapet.  At  the 
same  time  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines,  under  Fleet  Capt.  K.  R. 
Breese,  advanced  up  the  beach  in  the  most  gallant  manner  and  attacked 
the  northeastern  bastion,  but,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire,"  they  were 
unable  to  get  up  the  parapet.  After  a  severe  struggle  and  a  heavy 
loss  of  valuable  officers  and  men  it  became  apparent  that  nothing  could 
be  effected  at  that  point,  and  they  were  withdrawn. 

When  Cm-tis  moved  forward  Ames  directed  Pennypacker  to  move  up 
to  the  rea,r  of  the  sharpshooters,  and  brought  Bell  up  to  Pennypacker's 
last  position,  and  as  soon  as  Curtis  got  a  foothold  on  the  parapet  sent 
Pennypacker  in  to  his  support.  He  advanced,  overlapping  Curtis' 
right,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  heavy  palisading  which  extended 
from  the  west  end  of  the  land  face  to  the  river,  capturing  a  considerable 
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namber  of  prisoners;  then  pushing  forward  to  their  left,  the  two  bri- 
gades together  drove  the  enemy  from  about  one-quarter  of  the  land 
face.  Ames  then  brought  up  Bell's  brigade  and  moved  it  between  the 
work  and  the  river.  On  this  side  there  was  no  regular  parapet,  but 
there  was  abundance  of  cover  afforded  to  the  enemy  by  cavities  from 
which  sand  had  been  taken  for  the  parapet,  the  ruins  of  barracks  and 
storehouses,  the  large  magazine,  and  by  traverses  behind  which  they 
stubbornly  resisted  our  advance.  Hand-to-hand  fighting  of  the  most 
desperate  character  ensued,  the  huge  traverses  of  tlie  land  face  being 
used  successively  by  the  enemy  as  breast-works,  over  the  tops  of  which 
the  contending  parties  iired  in  each  others'  faces.  Nine  of  these  were 
carried,  one  after  the  other,  by  our  men. 

When  Bell's  brigade  was  ordered  into  action  I  foresaw  that  more 
troops  would  probably  be  needed,  and  sent  an  order  for  Abbott's  brigade 
to  move  down  from  the  north  line,  at  the  same  time  requesting  Captain 
Breese  to  replace  them  with  his  sailors  and  marines.  I  also  directed 
General  Paine  to  send  me  one  of  the  strongest  regiments  of  his  own 
division ;  these  troops  arrived  at  dusk  and  reported  to  General  Ames. 
At  6  o'clock  Abbott's  brigade  went  into  the  fort,  the  regiment  from 
Paine's  division,  the  Twenty-seventh  U,  S.  Colored  Troops,  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen.  A.  M.  Blackman  commanding,  was  bnmght  up  to  the  rear  of  the 
work,  where  it  remained  under  lire  for  some  time  and  was  then  with- 
drawn. Until  6  o'clock  the  Are  of  the  navy  continued  upon  that  por- 
tion of  the  work  not  occupied  by  us.  After  that  time  it  was  directed 
on  the  beach,  to  prevent  the  coming  up  of  re-enforcements  which  it  was 
thought  might  possibly  be  thrown  over  from  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
to  Battery  Buchanan.  The  fighting  for  the  traverses  continued  till 
nearly  9  o'clock,  two  more  of  them  being  carried ;  then  a  portion  of 
Abbott's  brigadedrove  the  enemy  from  their  last  remaining  strongholds, 
and  the  occupation  of  the  work  was  completed.  The  same  brigade, 
with  Genei-al  Blackmau's  regiment,  were  immediately  pushed  down  the 
point  to  Battery  Buchanan,  whither  many  of  the  garrison  had  fled.  On 
reaching  the  battery  all  of  the  enemy  who  bad  not  been  previously 
captured  were  made  prisoners;  among  them  were  Major-General 
Whiting,  and  Colonel  Lamb,  the  commandant  of  the  fort. 

At  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Hoke  advanced  against  our  north 
line,  apparently  with  the  design  of  attacking  it,  but  if  such  was  his 
intention  he  abandoned  it  after  a  skirmish  with  our  pickets.  During 
the  day  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot,  chief  of  artillery,  was  busily 
engaged  in  landing  artillery  and  ammunition,  so  that  if  the  assault 
failed  siege  operations  might  at  once  be  commenced.  Consequent  to 
the  fall  of  Fisher  the  enemy,  during  the  night  of  the  IGth  and  17th, 
blew  up  Fort  Caswell,  and  abandoned  both  it  and  their  very  extensive 
works  on  Smith's  Island,  at  Smithville  and  Beeves'  Point,  thus  placing 
in  our  hands  all  the  works  erected  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  Gape 
Fear  Eiver. 

In  all  the  works  were  found  169  pieces  of  artillery,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  heavy,  over  2,000  stand  of  small-arms,  considerable  quantities 
of  commissary  stores,  and  full  supplies  of  ammunition.  Our  prisoners 
numbered  112  commissioned  officers  and  1,971  enlisted  men. 

I  have  no  words  to  do  justice  to  the  behavior  of  both  officers  and 
men  on  this  occasion ;  all  that  men  could  do.  they  did.  Better  sol- 
diers never  fought.  Of  General  Ames  I  have  already  spoken  in  a  letter 
recommending  his  promotion.  He  commanded  all  the  troops  engaged, 
and  was  constantly  under  fire.  His  great  coolness,  good  judgment,  and 
BkUl  were  never  more  conspicuous  than- in  this  assault.    Brigadier- 
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General  Curtis,*  and  Colonels  Pennypacker,*  Bell,  and  Abbott,  the  bri- 
gade commanders,  led  them  with  the  utmost  gallantry.  Curtis  was 
wounded  after  fighting  in  the  front  rank,  rifle  in  hand ;  Pennypacker, 
while  carrying  the  standard  of  one  of  his  regiments,  the  first  man  in  a 
charge  over  a  traverse;  Bell  was  mortally  wounded  near  the  palisades, 

Brigadier-General  Paine  deserves  high  praise  for  the  zeal  and  energy 
displayed  by  him  in  constructing  our  defensive  line,  a  work  absolutely 
essential  to  our  success. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Blackman  deserves  mention  for  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  he  brought  his  regiment  up  to  the  work,  and  after- 
ward followed  up  the  retreating  enemy. 

To  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Comstock,  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the 
lieutenant-general,  I  am  under  the  deepest  obligations.  At  every  step 
of  our  progress  I  received  from  him  the  most  valuable  assistance.  For 
the  final  success  of  our  part  of  the  operations  the  country  is  more 
indebted  to  him  than  to  me. 

Col.  George  S.  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  James, 
accompanied  me  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand. His  able  and  energetic  performance  of  his  multifarious  duties 
was  all  that  could  be  wished  for,  and  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon 
him. 

Surg.  Norman  S.  Barnes,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  medical  director,  and 
Surg.  A.  J.  H.  Buzzell,  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  medical 
inspector  of  the  expedition,  discharged  their  laborious  duties  on  the 
field  and  in  the  hospital  in  a  manner  most  creditable  to  their  ability  and 
humanity.  I  desire  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  services  of 
these  officers. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  supplemental  report  in  reference 
to  those  subordinate  officers  and  enlisted  men  who  distinguished  them- 
selves on  this  occasion. 

I  should  signally  fail  to  do  my  duty  were  I  to  omit  to  speak  in  terms 
of  the  highest  admiration  of  the  part  borne  by  the  navy  in  our  opera- 
tions. In  all  ranks,  from  Admiral  Porter  to  his  seamen,  there  was  the 
utmost  desire  not  only  to  do  their  proper  work,  but  to  facilitate  in  every 
possible  manner  the  operations  of  the  land  forces.  To  him  and  to  the 
untiring  efforts  of  his  officers  and  men  we  are  indebted  that  our  men, 
stores,  tools,  and  ammunition  were  safely  and  expeditiously  landed,  and 
that  our  wounded  and  prisoners  were  embarked  for  transportation  to  the 
North ;  to  the  great  accuracy  and  power  of  their  fire  it  is  owing  that  we 
had  not  to  confront  a€ormidable  artillery  in  the  assault,  and  that  we  were 
able,  with  but  little  loss,  to  push  forward  the  men,  preparatory  to  it,  to  a 
point  nearly  as  favorably  for  it,  as  the  one  they  would  have  occupied 
had  siege  operations  been  undertaken  and  the  work  systematically 
approached.  The  assault  of  the  sailors  and  marines,  although  it  failed, 
undoubtedly  contributed  somewhat  to  our  success,  and  certainly  noth- 
ing could  surpass  the  perfect  skill  with  wh^ch  the  fleet  was  handled  by 
its  commander.  Every  request  which  I  made  to  Admiral  Porter  was 
most  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  the  utmost  harmony  has  existed 
between  us  from  the  outset  to  the  present  time. 

I  forward  herewith  General  Ames'  report.t 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ALFEED  H.  TEEEY, 

Major-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Eawlins,  Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Va. 


*  Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor.  t  See  p.  415. 
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Readquabtebs  U.  S.  Fokoes, 

Fort  Fisher,  JT.  C,  January  20, 1865. 

Geneeal  :  I  have  the  honor  to.report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
instant  the  enemy  blew  up  Fort  Caswell  and  Fort  Campbell,  and  aban- 
doned both  them  and  their  works  on  Smith's  Island,  at  Smithville  and 
on  Reeves'  Point.  All  these  works  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
navy.  In  them  were  found  between  70  and  80  heavy  guns,  nearly  all 
of  which  are  serviceable,  a  great  number  of  small-arms,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  commissary  and  ordnance  stores.  Admiral  Porter's  vessels 
occupy  the  river  as  far  up  as  Eeeves'  Point.  I  regret  to  report  that 
shortly  after  sunrise  on  the  16th  instant,  the  day  following  the  assault, 
the  magazine  of  reserve  ammunition  in  the  fort  exploded,  killing  and 
wounding  about  130  men.  The  cause  of  this  explosion  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained.  General  Ames  had  caused  guards  to  be  placed  over  the 
magazines,  and  had  taken  precautions  to  prevent  accidents.  A  board 
of  officers  has  been  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  mat- 
ter. Our  loss  in  the  assault  is  less  than  I  at  first  feared.  It  is  12  offi- 
cers and  107  enlisted  men  killed,  and  45  officers  and  495  enlisted  men 
wounded.  I  shall  forward  the  nominal  list  of  casualties  by  the  next 
steamer.  The  number  of  prisoners  captured  in  the  works  is  greater 
than  I  at  first  reported.  We  have  96  officers  and  1,164  enlisted  men 
unhurt,  and  8  officers  aud  278  enlisted  men  wounded. 

In  obedience  to  verbal  instructions  from  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  the  captured  officers  have  been  and  will  be  sent  to  Washington,  D. 
C,  the  unwounded  men  to  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  and  the  wounded  men 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  Fort  Monroe,  and  1^  ew  York.  Our  own  wounded  will 
all  be  embarked  to-day.  The  number  of  guns  found  in  Fisher  and  the 
other  works  on  Federal  Point  is  84.  Day  before  yesterday  (the  18th)  a 
reconnaissance  in  force  was  made  toward  Wilmington  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  the  enemy's  position,  and,  if  possible,  his  strength;  but  as 
it  was  not  made  with  sufficient  vigor  to  accomplish  the  object,  it  was  re- 
newed yesterday.  The  enemy's  position  was  then  fully  ascertained,  and 
54  prisoners,  including  2  officers,  were  captured.  Our  own  loss  was  be- 
tween 20  and  30.  The  position  is  from  a  mile  and  a  half  to  two  miles 
in  front  of  our  own  defensive  line  toward  Wilmington,  and  extends 
from  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  on  the  Gape  Fear  River,  in  an  easterly  direction 
to  a  point  a  little  west  of  Myrtle  Sound.  From  that  point  it  is  refused, 
and  stretches  up  nearly  parallel  to  the  sound  toward  Masonborough. 
How  far  their  line  extends  toward  Masonborough  was  not  determined. 
It  is  a  strong  rifle-pit,  at  least  partially  covered  by  abatis,  with  some 
emplacements  for  guns. 

The  prisoners  whom  I  have  examined,  some  of  whom  speak  with 
entire  freedom  (and,  as  I  think,  truthfully),  tell  me  that  Hoke's  whole 
division  and  a  brigade  of  North  Carolina  Senior  Reserves  are  in  our  front. 
They  also  inform  me  that  there  is  a  line  of  works  mounting  heavy  guns 
about  three  miles  this  side  of  Wilmington,  and  still  another  line  around 
the  city  itself.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  the  outer  line, 
is  Fort  Anderson,  mounting  eleven  guns.  Admiral  Porter  is  working 
up  the  river,  dragging  for  and  removing  torpedoes.  He  will  soon  be  in 
a  position  to  attack  Anderson,  and  then  to  give  assistance  to  an  attack 
upon  this  side  of  the  river. 

My  force  of  infantry  for  duty  is  about  7,500  men,  deducting  garrisons 

for  the  works  already  taken.    I  could  move  against  the  enemy  with 

about  6,000,  a  number  which  I  think  would  be  insufficient  for  the  attack 

of  successive  lines  of  works  such  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  in 
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front  of  me  manned  by  the  troops  now  in  them.  I  shall,  therefore, 
before  moving,  await  the  arrival  of  the  additional  troops  for  which  I 
applied  in  my  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  or  the  orders  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-general. I  respectfully  request  that  orders  may  be  given  for  send- 
ing to  me  the  caissons,  wagons,  and  horses  of  the  batteries  (E,  Third 
U.  S.  Artillery,  and  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Independent  Battery)  now 
here,  and  a  detachment  of  at  least  fifty  cavalry,  for  duty  as  orderlies 
and  couriers. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  H.  TEERT, 

Major-  Oeneral. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

ADDENDA.. 

Steamer  S.  E.  Spatjlding, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16, 1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding,  d:c. : 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  name  of  the  President,  congratulates 
you  and  the  gallant  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  your  command,  and  tenders 
you  thanks  for  the  valor  and  skill  displayed  in  your  part  of  the  great 
achievement  in  the  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  and  in  its  assault 
and  capture.  The  combined  operations  of  the  squadron  under  com- 
mand of  Bear- Admiral  Porter  and  your  forces  deserve  and  will  receive 
the  thanks  of  the  nation,  and  wiU  be  held  in  admiration  throughout 
the  world  as  a  proof  of  the  naval  and  military  prowess  of  the  United 
States. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Geiterai.  Orders,  ^  War  Department, 

\  Adjutant-General's  Opfice, 

No.  10.  )  Washington,  January  26, 1865. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives 
is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

Public  resolution,  Ho.  6. — A  resolution  to  present  the  tlianks  of  Congress  to  Brt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H. 
Terry,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  conunand. 

Besolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  presented  to  BA-t.  Maj. 
Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  the  unsur- 
passed gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  by  them  in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and 
the  brilliant  and  decisive  victory  by  which  that  important  work  has  been  captured 
from  the  rebel  forces  and  placed  in  the  possession  and  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States;  and  for  their  long  and  faithful  services  and  unwavering  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  the  country  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  difliculties  and  dangers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  communicate  this  reaolution  to  General  Teiry,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command. 

Approved  January  24,  1865. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Abitract  from  return  of  the  expeditionary  forces,  livt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  January  10, 1865. 


Conunimd. 


Present  for 
duty. 


bo 
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General  hendcinarters 

Senond  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  (Ames) 

Third  Division,  Twenty -fifth  Army  Corps  (Paine) 

Second  Brigade,  First  Diviaion,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps 
(Abbott). 

16t1i  New  York  Independent  Battery  (Lee) 

Light  Company  £,  Third  U.S.  Artillery  (Myrick) 

Detachment  Signal  Corps  (Beardslee) 

Ambulance  Corps  (Bradley) 


12 
192 
160 

65 

3 
4 
4 


12 
3,787 
3,149 
1,385 

42 
55 
27 


24 
4,243 
3,683 
1,494 

45 
61 
31 
51 


24 
10,540 
9,486 
3,565 

122 
135 
31 
51 


Total. 


8,457 


9,632 


23,954 


W 


No.  2. 

Organization  of  the  V.  S.  Forces,  commanded  by  Maj,  Gen.  Alfred  H. 
Terry,  at  Fort  Fisher,  If.  C,  January  13-15, 1865. 

TWENTY- FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Aselbert  Ames. 

First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  Martin  Curtis.* 
Maj.  Ezra  L.  Walrath. 


3d   New  York : 

Capt.  James  H.  Reeves.' 
Lieut.  Edwin  A.  Behan." 
112tli  New  York,  Col.  John  F.  Smith. - 
117th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  X.  Meyer.' 
142d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  M.  Barney. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Galusha  Pennypackek.* 
Maj.  Oliver  P.  Harding. 

47th  New  York,  Capt.  Joseph  M.  McDonald. 
48th  New  York: 

Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Coan.* 

Maj.  Nere  A.  Elf  wing. 
76th  Pennsylvania : 

Col.  John  S.Litt«ll.* 

Maj.  Charles  Knerr. 
97th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  John  Wainwright." 
203d   Pennsylvania: 

Col.  John  W.  Moore.t 

Lieut.  Col.  Jonas  W.  Lyman. t 

Maj.  Oliver  P.  Harding. 

Capt.  Heber  B.  Essington. 


'  Wounded. 


t  Killed. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Louis  Bell.* 
Col.  Alonzo  Alden. 

ISth  Indiana,  Llent.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zent. 
4th  New  Hampshire,  Capt.  John  H.  Roberts. 
115th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  J.  Johnson.t 
169th  New  York : 

Col.  Alonzo  Alden. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Colyin. 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division.t 

Col.  Joseph  C.  Abbott. 

6th  Connecticut,  Col.  Alfred  P.  Rockwell. 
7th  Connecticut : 

Capt.  John  Thompson.t 

Capt.  William  S.  Marble. 
3d   New  Hampshire,  Capt.  William  H.  Trickey. 
7th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  W.  Rollins. 
16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment),  Maj.  Frederick  W.  Prince. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Chj^rles  J.  Paine. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  W.  Ames. 

4th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  George  Rogers. 

6th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Augustus  S.  Boernstein. 
30th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  A.  Oakman. 
39th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Ozora  P.  Steams. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Elias  Wmght. 

1st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Giles  H.  Rich. 

5th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  William  R.  Brazie. 
10th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  H.  Powell. 
27th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Albert  M.  Blackman. 
37th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Nathan  Goflf,  jr. 

ARTILLERY. 

Ist  Connecticut  Heavy,  Companies  B,  G,  and  L,  Capt.  William  G.  Pride. 
New  York  Light,  16th  Battery,  Capt.  Richard  H.  Lee. 
3d  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  R.  Myrick. 

ENGINEERS. 
15th  New  York,  Companies  A  and  I,  Lieut.  Keefe  S.  O'Keefe. 

*  Mortally  wounded. 

t  Wounded. 

t  Temporarily  attached  to  Second  Division. 
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Return  of  casualties  in  the  U.  S.  Forces  engaged  in  the  storming  of  Fort 
Fisher,  N.  C,  January  15, 1865. 

[Compiled  ftom  nominal  llatof  oaaualties.] 


KiUfld. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Command. 

j 

•1 

s 

o 

1 

O 

1 

Twenty-fonrtli  Army  Corps: 

1 

First  DiTuion: 

Second  Brigade: 

6tli  Connecticut 

1 
1 

4 
4 
5 

8 

1 

1 
2 

9d   V^w  HanipifhirA                                   

7th  Nflw  Hampshire 

4 

Total 

4 

2 

21 

4 

Second  Division: 
First  Brigade: 

3d  NevTork          .          ...                  

5 
10 
17 

5 

2 
2 
9 
5 

10 
29 
02 
65 

2 

•            n2thNew  York 

117th  New  York                                                      

1 
1 

142d  New  York     

3 

Total            .  .        .                                   

2 

37 

18 

186 

5 

Second  Brigade: 

2 
2 
2 
3 
36 

1 
2 
1 
7 
5 

13 
9 
17 
31 
141 

48th  New  York                                             

1 

1 

&7th  PennavlTania 

1 
4 

1 

Total 

6 

45 

10 

211 

1         2 

Third  Brisade: 

ISthlndiana     .             

8 

1 

1 
1 
3 

31 
17 
13 
30 

4th  New  HannMhire 

115th  New  York                           

1 
1 

1 
S 

1 

109th  New  York 

1 

Total                              

2 

14 

6 

91 

2 

DiTiaion  staff                                  -           

4 

Grand  total* 

10 

100 

47  1     489 

13 

No.  4. 

Reports  of  Bvt,  Brig.  Qen.  Cyrus  B.  Comstock,  Aide-de-Camp  to  Lieu- 

tenant-Oeneral  Or  ant. 

PoKT  PiSHEB,  January  16, 1865. 

(Via  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.) 
After  a  careful  reconnaissaiice  on  the  14th,  it  was  decided  to  risk  an 
assault  on  Fort  Fisher;  Paine's  division,  with  Colonel  Abbott's  bri- 
gade, to  hold  our  line,  already  strong  across  the  peninsula  and  facing 
Wilmington,  against  Hoke,  while  Ames'  division  should  assault  on  the 

*  There  waa  alHO  1  man  killed  and  4  men  wounded  in  the  Twenty-seventh  U.  8. 
Colored  Infantry  (of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Corps)  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  664  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  One  officer  (Captain  Reeves) 
and  4  men  of  the  One  hnndred  and  twelfth  New  York  Infantry  and  1  man  of  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Infantry,  were  wounded  on  January  14. 
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front,  400  marines  and  1,600  sailors  on  the  east  end.  After  tlu^ee 
hours  of  heavy  navy  fire  the  assault  was  made  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  loth. 
Curtis'  brigade  led,  and,  as  soon  as  it  got  on  the  west  end  of  the  land 
front,  was  followed  by  Peunypacker's  and  later  by  Bell's.  After  des- 
perate fighting,  gaining  foot  by  foot,  and  severe  loss,  at  5  p.  m.  we  had 
possession  of  about  half  the  land  front.  Abbott's  brigade  was  then 
taken  from  the  line  facing  Wilmington  and  put  into  Fort  Fisher,  and 
on  pushing  it  forward  at  10  p.  m.  it  took  the  rest  of  the  work  with  but 
little  resistance,  the  garrison  falling  back  to  the  extreme  point  of  the 
peninsula,  where  they  were  followed  and  captured — among  others  Gen- 
eral Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb,  both  wounded. 

I  think  we  have  quite  1,000  prisoners.  1  hope  our  own  loss  may  not 
exceed  600,  but  it  is  impossible  to  judge  in  the  night.  Among  the 
wounded  are  the  commanders  of  the  three  leading  brigades,  General 
Curtis  being  wounded,  not  severely,  but  Colonels  Pennypacker  and  Bell 
dangerously.  The  land  front  was  a  formidable  one,  the  parapet  in 
places  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high ;  but  the  men  went  at  it  nobly,  under 
a  severe  musketry  fire.  The  marines  and  sailors  went  up  gallantly, 
but  the  musketry  fire  from  the  east  end  of  the  land  front  was  so  severe 
that  they  did  not  succeed  in  entering  the  work.  The  navy  fire  on  the 
work,  judging  from  the  holes,  must  have  been  terrific.  Many  of  the 
guns  were  injured.  How  many  there  were  on  the  point  I  cannot  saj; 
perhaps  thirty  or  forty. 
*^  C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Chief  of  Ungirieers. 

Lieutenant- General  Grant. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  27, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engineer 
operations  in  connection  with  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  together 
with  a  sketch  of  that  work  and  another  of  the  country  in  its  vicinity  :* 

Fort  Fisher  is  situated  on  the  peninsula  between  the  Cape  Fear 
River  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  northeast  of 
Federal  Point.  For  five  miles  north  of  Federal  Point  this  peninsula 
is  sandy  and  low,  not  rising  more  than  fifteen  feet  above  high  tide,  the 
interior  abounding  in  fresh- water  swamps,  often  wooded  and  almost 
impassable,  while  much  of  the  dry  land,  till  one  gets  within  half  a  mile 
of  Fort  Fisher,  is  covered  with  wood  or  low  undergrowth,  except  a 
strip  about  300  yards  wide  along  the  seashore.  The  lauding  of  the 
troops  composing  the  expedition  was  effected  on  the  seabeacb,  about  five 
miles  north  of  Fort  Fisher,  on  January  12  [13],  and  Paine's  division  was 
at  once  pushed  across  to  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  with  instructions  to  take 
up  a  line  to  be  held  against  any  attack  from  the  direction  of  Wilmington. 
This  line,  on  the  morning  of  January  13  [14],  was  already  defensible  and 
was  further  strengthened  during  the  day,  while  on  the  14th  a  second  line 
was  laid  out  and  begun,  under  charge  of  Lieut.  T.  H.  Price,  in  rear  of 
its  left.  Pioneer  companies  were  organized  in  Ames'  and  Paine's  divis- 
ions, and  as  during  the  14th  the  fire  of  the  rebel  gun-boat  Chicka- 
mauga  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  our  men,  Lieutenant  O'Keefe, 
with  his  company  of  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteer  En- 
gineers, was  directed  to  build  a  battery  for  two  30-pounder  Parrotts  on 

•  See  Plate  LXXV,  Maps  1  and  2  of  the  Atlas. 
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the  bank  of  the  river  to  keep  her  oflf.  On  the  afternoon  of  January  14 
a  reconnaissance  was  pushed,  under  direction  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  to  within  500  yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  a  small  advanced 
work  being  taken  possession  of.  This  was  at  once  turned  into  a  defen- 
sive line,  to  be  held  against  any  attempt  from  Fort  Fisher.  The  recon- 
naissance showed  that  the  palisading  in  front  of  the  work  had  been 
seriously  injured  by  the  navy  fire.  Only  nine  guns  could  be  seen  on  the 
land  front  where  sixteen  had  been  counted  on  Christmas  day.  The 
steady  though  not  rapid  fire  of  the  navy  prevented  the  enemy  from 
using  either  artillery  or  musketry  on  the  reconnoitering  party.  It 
seemed  probable  that  troops  could  be  got  up  within  200  yards  of  the  work 
without  serious  loss,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  great  doubt  whether  the 
necessary  ammunition  could  be  supplied  by  the  open  beach  if  regular 
approaches  were  determined  on. 

It  was  decided  to  assault,  and  the  assault  was  made  on  the  15th  at 
3.30  p.  m.,  after  three  hours  of  heavy  navy  fire,  by  three  deployed  bri- 
gades, following  one  another  at  intervals  of  about  300  yards,  and  each 
making  its  final  rush  for  the  west  end  of  the  land  face  &om  a  rough 
rifle-pit  about  300  yards  from  the  work.  At  the  point  attacked  the 
palisading  was  less  injured  than  elsewhere,  it  being  partially  hidden, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  use  axes  to  cut  and  timbers  to  batter  it  down, 
in  order  that  troops  might  pass  readily  through  it.  Powder  sacks  for 
blowing  these  palisades  down  had  been  prepared,  but  were  not  used. 
After  seven  hours'  fighting,  gaining  traverse  by  traverse,  the  work  was 
won. 

Fort  Fisher  consists  of  two  fronts.  The  first,  or  land  front,  running 
across  the  peninsula  at  this  point,  about  700  yards  wide,  is  480  yards  in 
length ;  while  the  second,  or  sea  front,  runs  from  the  right  of  the  first 
parallel  to  the  beach  to  the  Mound  Battery,  a  distance  of  1,300  yards. 
The  land  front  is  intended  to  resist  any  attack  from  the  north;  the  sea 
front,  to  prevent  any  of  our  naval  vessels  from  running  through  New 
Inlet  or  landing  troops  on  Federal  Point. 

(1)  Land  front. — This  front  consists  of  a  half  bastion  on  the  left,  or 
Cape  Fear  River,  side,  connected  by  a  curtain  with  a  bastion  on  the 
ocean  side.  The  parapet  is  twenty-five  feet  thick,  averages  twenty 
feet  in  height,  with  traverses  rising  ten  feet  above  it  and  running  back 
on  their  tops,  which  were  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  in  thickness,  to  a 
distance  of  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  from  the  interior  crest.  The  trav- 
erses ou  the  left  half  bastion  were  about  twenty-five  feet  in  length  on 
top.  The  earth  for  this  heavy  parapet  and  the  enormous  traverses  at 
their  inner  ends,  more  than  thirty  feet  in  height,  was  obtained  partly 
from  a  shallow  exterior  ditch,  but  mainly  from  the  interior  of  the  work. 
Between  each  pair  of  traverses  there  was  one  or  two  guns.  The  trav- 
erses on  the  right  of  this  front  were  only  partially  completed.  A  i)ali- 
sade,  which  is  loop-holed  and  has  a  banquette,  runs  in  front  of  this  face, 
at  a  distance  of  about  fifty  feet  in  front  of  the  foot  of  the  exterior  slope, 
from  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  to  the  ocean,  with  a  position  for  a  gun  between 
the  left  of  the  front  and  the  river,  and  another  between  the  right  of 
the  front  and  the  ocean.  Through  the  middle  traverse  on  the  curtain 
was  a  bomb-proof  postern,  whose  exterior  opening  was  covered  by  a 
small  redan  for  two  field  pieces  to  give  flank  fire  along  the  curtain.  The 
traverses  were  generally  bomb-proofed  for  men  or  magazines.  The  slopes 
of  the  work  appear  to  have  been  generally  revetted  with  marsh  sod,  or 
covered  with  grass,  and  to  have  had  an  inclination  of  forty-five  degrees  or 
a  little  less.  On  those  slopes  most  exposed  to  fife  the  revetment  or  grass- 
ing has  been  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  inclination  reduced  to  thirty 
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degrees.  The  ends  of  traverses  as  they  rise  above  the  parapet  are 
very  ragged ;  still,  all  damage  done  to  the  earth-work  can  be  readily 
repaired,  its  strength  being  about  the  same  as  before  the  bombardment. 
The  damage  done  by  the  navy  fire  was,  first,  to  the  palisades,  which 
were  so  injured  as  in  most  places  to  be  little  obstacle  to  assaulting 
troops;  second,  to  guns  and  carriages.  There  were  originally  on  the 
front  twenty-one  guns  and  three  mortars.  Of  these,  three-fourths  were 
rendered  unserviceable  by  injuries  to  either  gun  or  carriage.  The  gun 
in  the  right  bastion,  the  field  pieces  in  front  of  the  postern,  and  one  or 
two  mortars  were  used  against  the  assaulting  troops.  There  was  a 
formidable  system  of  torpedoes  200  yards  in  advance  of  this  front,  the 
torpedoes  being  aboiit  eighty  feet  apart,  and  each  containing  about  100 
pounds  of  powder.  They  were  connected  with  the  fort  by  three  seta 
of  wires.  Fortunately  the  set  leading  directly  to  those  over  which 
the  army  moved  and  the  wire  leading  directly  to  those  over  which  the 
navy  column  moved  had  been  cut  by  shells,  and  no  torpedo  was 
exploded. 

(2)  Hea  front. — This  front  consists  of  a  series  of  batteries,  mounting 
in  all  twenty-four  heavy  guns,  the  different  batteries  being  connected 
by  a  strong  infantry  parapet,  so  as  to  form  a  continuous  line.  The  same 
system  of  heavy  traverses  for  the  protection  of  the  guns  is  used  as  on 
the  land  front,  and  these  traverses  are  also  generally  bomb-proofed. 

Capt.  M.  Adams,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  First 
Lieut.  T.  H.  Price,  Fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  commanding  pioneer 
companies  of  Ames'  and  Paine's  divisions,  and  First  Lieut.  K.  S. 
O'Keefe,  commanding  company  of  Fifteenth  New  iTork  Volunteer  Engi- 
neers, have,  with  their  commands,  been  of  great  service  in  the  construc- 
tion of  batteries  and  defensive  works.  First  Lieut.  A.  L.  Knowlton, 
Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  has  rendered  valuable  assistance 
in  making  sketches  of  Fort  Fisher,  as  also  Private  Schultze,  Fifteenth 
New  York  Volunteer  Engineers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Engineer. 

Maj.  A.  Tebry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — It  may  be  added  that  in  thirty  bomb-proofs  and  magazines 
and  their  passages  there  were  14,500  square  feet  of  floor  space,  not 
including  the  main  magazine,  which  was  exploded,  and  whose  dimen- 
sions are  unknown. 

C.  B.  C. 

(Copy  to  General  E.  Delafield,  Chief  Engineci-,  U.  S.  Army,  same 
date.) 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Fisher,  February  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  An  examination  of  some  of  the  guns  at  Fort  Fisher  shows  that 
the  list  of  calibers  on  the  plan  of  Fort  Fisher  forwarded  to  the  depart- 
ment on  the  27th  ultimo  was  carelessly  taken.*  I  inclose  a  more  correct 
list  of  calibers,  the  numbering  beginning  at  the  left  of  the  work  and  run- 
ning round  to  the  Mound  "Battery.    I  think  that  plan  gave  five  guns  on 

'  *  See  Plate  LXXV,  Map  2  of  the  Atlas. 
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the  parapet  between  the  sections  G-D  and  F-E.  There  should  be  but 
four,  there  being  but  one  10-inch  gun  near  the  8-inch  mortar  instead  of 
two.  From  the  list  it  will  be  seen  that  of  twenty-one  heavy  guns  and 
three  mortars  on  the  land  front  six  guns  and  three  mortars  were  service- 
able at  the  capture  and  of  twenty-three  guns  on  the  sea  front  seventeen 
were  serviceable  at  the  same  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier -General,  Chief  ISngineer, 

General  Bichabd  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer. 

[iBcloaare.] 
Heavy  guru  tn  potition  at  Fort  FUher  at  capture. 


So. 


Kind. 


Condition  of  gond. 


Condition  of 
carriage. 


10-inch  colnmbiad 

Ilf-inoh  rifle  (old  32) 

8-uch  amooOi,  of  1841 . . . 

do 

8-inch  columbiad 

4t-inch  rifled  Farrott 

6|-inch  smooth-bore  (32). 
5|-inch  smooth-liore  (24). 
6}.inch  nnooth-bare  (32) 
S|-inch  Coehom  mortar . 

flj-inch  amooth  (32) 

5|-inch  Coehom  mortar . 

Sj-inch  amooth  (32) 

8-inch  amooth  (32) 

6}-inch  amooth  (32) 

do 

do 

6|^incb  rifle  (32) 

7-mcb  rifle,  Brooke 

«i-inch  rifle  (32) 

do 

10-inch  colnmbiad 

8-inch  mortar 

8-iiich  smooth-bore 


8|-inch  rifle,  Blakely 

10-inch  columbiad 

«|-inch  rifle  (32) 

10-inch  columbiad 

do 

8-inch  colnmbiad 

do 

do 

do 

7-inch  rifle,  Brooke 

8-inch  colnmbiad 
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do 

7-inch  rifle,  Brooke 
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10-inch  columbiad 

do 

do (mound) . 

6i-inch  rifle  (32) (mound). 
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...do 

...do 

...do 

Unserviceable  . 
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...do 

...do 

Unserviceable  . 

...do  

Serviceable 

...do 


Sea  frcnt. 

Serviceable . . . 
do 


...do 

...do 

...do 

...do  

...do 

...do 

...do  

Unserviceable . 

Serviceable 

.do 


do. 
-do. 
.do. 
.do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
.do. 


Unserviceable. 

Serviceable. 

Unserviceable. 

Do. 
Serviceable. 

Do. 

Do. 
Unserviceable. 

Do. 
Serviceable. 
Unserviceable. 
Serviceable. 

Do. 
Unserviceable. 
Serviceable. 
Unserviceable. 

Do. 

Do. 
Serviceable. 
Unserviceable. 

Do. 

Do. 
Serviceable. 

Do. 


Serviceable. 
Unserviceable. 

Do. 

Do. 
Serviceable. 

Do. 

Do. 
Unserviceable. 
Serviceable. 
Unserviceable. 
Serviceable. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Unserviceable. 
Serviceable. 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Bvt,  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth 
Army  Corps,  of  operations  January  15. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

Msher^s  Island,  N.  C,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  storming  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  on 
the  15th  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  latter  date  I  "was  moved  from  near  the  head  of 
Masonborough  Inlet,  where  i  had  been  posted  since  landing,  and  put  in 
position  on  the  right  of  General  Paine's  line.  This  position  I  occupied 
until  3.30  p.  m.,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to  Fort  Fisher. 
Eeaching  the  fort  about  dark  I  reported  to  General  Ames,  whose 
division  had  already  assaulted  and  carried  a  portion  of  the  work,  and 
were  occupying  it.  By  order  of  General  Ames  I  first  threw  the  Third 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Captain  Trickey  commanding,  along  that 
portion  of  the  north  face  of  the  work  already  occupied  by  his  troops,  and 
relieved  them ;  also,  by  General  Ames'  order  I  threw  out  the  Seventh 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  Captain  Marble  commanding,  as  a  picket  in 
rear  of  the  work,  the  right  of  the  line  resting  on  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver. 
These  dispositions  having  been  made  I  relieved  the  right  of  General 
Ames'  main  line  with  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Colonel  Rock- 
well commanding.  During  this  time  the  enemy  occupied  all  the  eastern 
and  about  one  third  the  northern  face  of  the  work.  At  about  9  o'clock, 
by  order  of  General  Ames,  I  then  proceeded  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  remainder  of  the  fort.  Captain  Trickey,  with  twenty  men  of 
the  Third  New  Hampshire,  promptly  and  speedily  took  possession  of  all 
but  one  of  the  remaining  mounds  on  the  nortberu  face.  I  then  advanced 
the  Seventh  New  Hampshire,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rollins  commanding. 
They  at  once  and  gallantly  charged  u])  the  slope,  enveloping  the  sea 
angle  of  the  work,  meeting  a  sharp  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  sta- 
tioned behind  the  parapets  and  in  the  rear  of  the  main  work.  I  also 
advanced  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers  immediately  after  the 
Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  the  sea  angle  of  the  work  was 
thus  fully  and  strongly  occupied.  Perceiving  this,  the  enemy  at  once 
either  evacuated  the  whole  work  or  surrendered. 

The  main  work  having  been  carried  I  reformed  the  Sixth  Connecticut 
and  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  advanced  towards 
Battery  Buchanan,  situated  at  what  is  known  as  Federal  Point.  All 
the  batteries  facing  the  sea  were  found  to  be  evacuated,  excepting  one, 
wher*  the  enemy  at  once  gave  themselves  up  without  resistance.  Light- 
House  Battery  was  also  found  to  be  evacuated.  Upon  reaching  Bat- 
tery Buchanan  I  was  met  by  the  adjutant-general  of  the  general 
commanding  the  enemy's  forces,  who  tendered  the  surrender  of  the 
battery,  upon  which  I  referred  him  to  General  Terry,  who  would  soon 
arrive.  It  was  found  that  at  this  point  there  were  about  1,000  of  the 
enemy,  including  General  Whiting,  and  more  than  60  other  ofiicers. 
General  Terry  having  arrived,  received  the  surrender  of  the  work  and 
the  force,  and  by  his  order  I  formed  the  prisoners  in  line  and  marched 
them  first  to  Fort  Fisher,  then,  by  a  subsequent  order,  moved  them  to 
the  beacih  near  the  headquarters  of  the  corps,  where  they  were  biv- 
ouacked and  guarded  by  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers.  I  then 
returned  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  to  their  bivouac. 
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My  loss  since  landing  is  2  officers  and  23  men  wounded,  6  men  killed, 
and  4  men  missing. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  C.  ABBOTT, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Adbiai?  Teert, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  6. 


Re/port  of  Col.  Alfred  P.  Rockwell,  Sixth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations January  15. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Connecticut  Yolunteers, 

Fort  Fisher,  JT.  C,  January  17, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  col- 
onel commandiug  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regi- 
ment in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. : 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  Col.  T.  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire,  commanding  brigade,  I 
moved  my  regiment  at  the  right  of  the  brigade  from  the  rear  line  of 
works  up  by  the  road,  passing  the  headquarters  of  the  general  com- 
manding a  little  after  sunset,  and  entered  the  fort  through  the  sally 
port  at  the  extreme  left  corner  of  the  work,  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  troops  of  the  Second  Division.  Here,  as  ordered,  I  proceeded  to 
relieve  the  troops  of  the  Second  Divisiou  in  the  new  line  of  trenches, 
extending  from  the  river  on  the  right  to  the  traverses  of  the  fort.  This 
was  our  main  line  of  defense  at  the  time.  The  men  were  kept  busily 
at  work  with  shovels  extending  and  thickening  the  breast- work.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  my  men  were  much  annoyed  by  the  continuous  mus- 
ketry fire  from  the  enemy,  from  the  part  of  the  fort  still  held  by  them, 
and  by  the  occasional  bursting  in  our  midst  of  the  shells  from  the 
navy.  About  9  o'clock  I  was  relieved  by  other  troops  from  this  line 
of  trenches,  and,  forming  my  regiment,  moved  up,  as  ordered,  upon  the 
parapet  and  by  the  traverses  to  the  angle  at  the  sea  face,  in  the  rear  of 
the  Seventh  New  Hampshire.  The  enemy's  fire  had  at  this  time 
entirely  ceased  and  the  fort  was  captured.  I  moved  my  regiment 
immediately  down  into  the  interior  of  the  work,  and,  leaving  behind  the 
prisoners  captured  in  the  bomb  proofs,  formed  again  in  the  rear  of  the 
fort,  upon  the  left  of  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire.  The  two  regiments 
were  then  advanced  by  Colonel  Abbott,  at  first  by  the  right  flank,  pass- 
ing through  in  succession  the  detached  batteries  along  the  sea,  and  then 
in  line  of  battle  down  toward  Federal  Point,  nearly  to  Battery  Buchanan, 
where  a  halt  was  ordered.  The  battery  surrendered  at  once,  with  all 
the  force,  and  the  prisoners,  about  1,000  in  number,  were  marched  out 
of  the  work.  My  regiment,  with  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire,  formed 
the  guard  to  these  prisoners,  and  marched  them  back  through  Fort 
Fisher,  collecting  others  on  the  way,  to  the  beach  about  two  miles  north 
of  the  fort,  where  they  bivouacked. 

It  was  then  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  (16th  instant);  my  regiment  was 
detailed  to  guard  the  camp  of  prisoners  (about  1,800  in  number)  until 
about  noon,  when  I  was  relieved,  and  marched  back  to  my  former 
position  upon  the  rear  line  of  defense. 
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I  have  to  call  attention  to  the  general  good  behavior  of  my  officers 
and  men,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  they  performed  the  duty  assigned 
to  them  In  the  capture  of  the  fort. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  P.  EOCKWELL, 
Colonel  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  E.  Lewis  Mooee, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Division,  24th  Army  Corps. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  Thompson,  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations January  15. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Eegiment  Connecticut  Vols., 

N'ear  Fort  Fisher,  JT.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  night  of  the 
15th  instant: 

In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  Col.  J.  C.  Abbott,  commanding 
brigade,  the  regiment  moved  from  its  present  position  at  4.30  p.  m.,  and, 
marching  toward  Fort  Fisher,  reached  the  outer  line  of  works  at  about 
5.30  p.  m.  From  this  point  we  advanced  under  a  light  fire  of  artillery 
and  infantry,  reaching  the  fort  with  a  loss  of  but  one  man,  severely 
wounded.  At  this  point  I  received  a  wound  in  the  left  foot,  which 
incapacitated  me  for  further  duty,  and  I  transferred  the  command  of 
the  regiment  to  Capt.  William  8.  Marble. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMPSON, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Seventh  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers. 
Capt.  E.  Lewis  Mooee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Capt.  William  S.  Marble,  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry,  of 
operations  January  15. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Eegiment  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

Near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  17,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  regiment  after  I  assumed  command,  which  I  did 
immediately  upon  Captain  Thompson  being  wounded : 

Eeporting  to  Colonel  Abbott,  I  received  orders  to  march  the  regi- 
ment into  a  covered  way,  leading  from  near  the  sally-port  toward  the 
center  of  the  fort.  Here  we  were  supplied  with  shovels,  and  ordered  to 
move  forward  thirty  paces  and  deploy  iu  a  line  extending  from  the 
eighth  traverse  to  the  river,  and  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  line  ol 
traverses.  We  were  deployed  in  groups  of  three,  with  orders  to  dig 
pits  for  our  protection  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  at  this  time 
was  quite  annoying.    Owing  to  a  lack  of  shovels  many  of  the  men  were 
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obliged  to  lie  for  some  time  -without  cover,  and  before  the  work  was 
completed  we  had  suffered  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  four  wounded  from  the 
fire  of  the  fleet,  which  dropped  many  shells  among  us.  In  consequence 
of  a  rise  of  ground  in  front  of  the  right  wing  they  were  unable  to  fire, 
but  the  left  wing  engaged  the  enemy  vigorously,  driving  them  from 
two  traverses,  which  advantage  we  were  unable  to  follow  up,  as  an 
advance  would  have  necessitated  an  extension  of  our  line.  From  this 
time  we  continued  our  fire,  under  cover  of  which  an  advance  was  made 
by  other  portions  of  the  brigade,  who  drove  the  enemy  into  their  bomb- 
proofs,  when,  seeing  the  last  traverse  cleared,  we  ceased  firing.  In 
accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Captain  Caryl,  inspector- 
general  of  the  brigade,  we  remained  in  this  position  until  2  a.  m., 
when  we  were  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear  of  a  column  of  prisoners. 
Upon  arriving  near  the  headquarters  of  the  brevet  major-general  com- 
manding, we  were  dismissed  by  the  brigade  commander  and  marched 
to  the  position  occupied  by  the  regiment  on  the  previous  day. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  MAEBLE, 
Captain,  Seventh  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

Gapt.  E.  Lewis  Moore, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  9. 


Beport  of  Capt.  William  H.  Trickey,  Third  New  Hampshire  Infantry, 
of  operations  January  15. 

Headquarters  Third  New  Hampshire  Volttnteers, 

Near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  18, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  brevet 
brigadier-general  commanding,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  iu  the  affair  of  the  15th  instant  by  the  Third 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers : 

We  left  our  position  near  General  Terry's  headquarters,  with  six  offi- 
cers and  about  eighty  men,  at  4.30  p.  m.  of  same  date,  and  proceeded  to 
Fort  Fisher,  where  we  arrived  soon  after  dark.  I  was  directed  by  Col- 
onel Abbott,  commanding  brigade,  to  move  my  regiment  to  the  extreme 
advance  held  by  the  Second  Division  and  open  fire  upon  the  ememy; 
was  thus  engaged  for  nearly  an  hour,  having  to  a  great  extent  silenced 
the  enemy's  fire;  was  then  directed  by  Colonel  Abbott  to  take  and 
hold  with  twenty  men  the  next  traverse  in  front,  the  remainder  of  my 
command  being  left  in  several  traverses  to  keep  up  the  fire  upon  the 
enemy.  We  took  the  traverse  as  directed,  driving  the  enemy  out. 
Thinking  we  could  go  farther,  we  charged  and  took  the  next  two,  with 
a  like  result.  After  taking  the  third  traverse,  having  met  with  con- 
siderable resistance,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  go  farther  with  so 
few  men,  and  opened  a  vigorous  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  was  rallying 
for  the  recapture  of  the  traverses ;  we  held  the  enemy  in  check  untU 
the  arrival  of  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  Sixth  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  who  charged  and  took  the  remainder  of  the  work. 
I  then  assembled  my  command,  and,  under  orders  from  Colonel  Abbott, 
moved  to  the  inside  of  the  fort  and  collected  the  prisoners  there;  also 
assisted  in  collecting  others  outside  of  the  fort  and  sending  them  to  tbe 
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rear.    After  collecting  all  of  the  prisoners  in  the  fort  I  sent  them  to  the 
rear,  remaining  with  a  small  portion  of  my  command  until  4  a.  m.  of 
the  16th  instant,  when  I  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  position  near 
General  Terry's  headquarters. 
Our  casualties  were  as  follows :  1  man  killed  and  5  wounded. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  TKICKEY, 
Captain  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Regiment. 
Capt.  E.  L.  MooKE, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  W.  Rollins,  Seventh  New  Hampshire 

Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 

Before  Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  j)art 
taken  by  the  Seventh  Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  in  the 
recent  expedition,  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  other  works  near  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver : 

Striking  camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  Va.,  on  the  3d  instant  at  11  a,  m.,  the 
regiment,  numbering  8  of&cers  and  297  men,  marched  to  Deep  Bottom, 
crossed  the  pontoon  over  the  James  Eiver,  and  bivouacked  about  two 
miles  from  Bermuda  Hundred  Landing  until  3  a.  m.  January  5,  when 
it  moved  to  the  landing  and  embarked  at  7  a.  m.,  on  board  propeller 
General  Lyon,  sailing  at  9  a.  m.  and  arriving  off  Fortress  Monroe  at 
7  p.m. 

At  4  a.  m.  January  6  sailed  with  fleet  and  arrived  off  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
about  7  a.  m.  on  the  8th  instant,  when  orders  were  received  for  ship  to 
remain  till  further  orders.  Remained  there  till  9  a.  m.,  the  12th  instant, 
when  the  General  Lyon  was  ordered  to  fall  into  line,  preceded  by  the 
Prometheus ;  sailed  to  within  about  seven  miles  of  Fort  Fisher,  arriv- 
ing about  midnight. 

At  7  a.  m.  13th  instant  again  fell  into  line  and  moved  toward  the 
shore.  At  10  a.  m.  went  from  the  General  Lyon  on  board  gun-boat 
Nansemond,  taken  near  the  shore,  landed  in  small  boats  about  12  m., 
and  formed  line  at  once  with  brigade  near  small  battery  five  miles  north 
of  Fort  Fisher.  Moved  a  short  distance  south,  formed  small  rifle-pits, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  On  the  14th  instant  the  regiment  was 
engaged  in  moving  ammunition  and  commissary  stores  toward  Fort 
Fisher;  also  moved  about  a  mile  toward  the  fort  and  bivouacked  at 
11.30  p.  m.  On  the  15th  instant,  a.  m.,  received  orders  to  move  and 
reached  line  of  works,  three  miles  north  of  Fort  Fisher,  previously  occu- 
pied by  the  Second  Division  about  12  m.,  the  left  of  my  regiment  con- 
necting with  the  right  of  General  Paine's  division,  and  the  Third  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  on  my  right.  Here  the  regiment  lay  till  4.30 
p.  m.,  when  orders  were  received  to  fall  in.  At  once  moved  by  the  right 
flank,  filed  out  of  the  works  to  Fort  Fisher,  reaching  the  sally-port  at 
7  p.  m.,  where  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  halt  for  further  orders.  At 
10  p.  m.  moved  my  regiment  inside  the  fort,  and  was  ordered  by  General 
Ames  to  take  two  traverses,  and  three  if  possible — ^the  number  not  then 
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taken.  I  moved  over  the  third  traverse  of  the  fort,  and  advanced 
rapidly  inside  the  stockade  until  I  reached  the  battery  on  the  northeast 
angle  of  the  fort,  where  I  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment,  leav- 
ing the  left  in  support.  I  then  ordered  a  charge  and  captured  the  three 
remaining  traverses ;  then  pushed  on  by  right  flank  and  by  so  doing 
cut  off  the  angle  of  the  fort,  moved  to  the  right,  and  by  a  rapid  and 
determined  advance  captured  the  remaining  traverses  and  batteries  of 
the  fort  proper,  with  about  350  prisoners,  including  one  field  oflBcer  and 
several  line  ofiicers.  Corpl.  Erich  Peterson,  of  the  color-guard,  here 
captured  one  oflicer  and  a  stand  of  colors,  which  were  taken  possession 
of  by  Lieut.  Col.  D.  Klein,  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers.  The 
regiment  was  again  formed  and  advanced  by  the  right  flank  down  the 
peninsula  to  Mound  Battery,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed,  with  Sixth 
Connecticut  on  our  left,  and  an  advance  ordered  to  Battery  Buchanan. 
When  within  a  mile  of  the  battery  I  ordered  forward  a  skirmish-line  of 
ten  men,  armed  with  Spencer  rifles,  under  command  of  an  ofl&cer,  which 
preceded  the  line  of  battle  about  100  yards.  The  battery,  with  its  guns 
and  1,300  prisoners,  was  surrendered  without  resistance. 

Among  the  prisoners  captured  were  General  Whiting,  Colonel  Lamb, 
and  their  respective  staff  officers.  The  prisoners  were  formed  in  line, 
and  my  regiment  as  part  of  the  guard,'  the  whole  marching  from  the 
fort  to  General  Terry's  headquarters,  where  the  prisoners  were  placed 
under  another  guard.  I  then  received  orders  to  take  my  command  to 
camp,  where  I  arrived  about  5  a.  m.  this  day. 

The  conduct  of  both  line  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion  was  par- 
ticularly commendable. 

Casualties — 2  killed,  8  wounded,  and  4  missing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  EOLLINS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Comdg. 

Capt.  E.  Lewis  Mooee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Adelbert  Ames,   U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  16, 1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  late  move- 
ments and  operations  of  this  division : 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  the  division,  which  had  just  returned  to  its 
camp  from  a  demonstration  against  this  point,  received  orders  to  pre- 
pare for  a  second  expedition.  It  left  camp  on  the  3d,  and  embarked 
on  ocean  transports  at  Bermuda  Hundred  between  the  hours  of  7  and 
9  p.  m.  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  transport  fleet  sailed  from  Fortress  Monroe  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  and  the  troops  disembarked  some  four  miles  north  of  Fort 
Fisher  on  the  13th  instant. 

At  3  p.  m.  on  the  15th  we  stormed  Fort  Fisher.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  M. 
Curtis'  brigade  (the  First)  made  a  lodgment  on  the  northwest  angle  of 
the  fort.  I  immediately  ordered  up  Col.  G.  Pennypacker's  brigade 
(the  Second).    The  enemy  was  at  once  driven  from  behind  the  pall- 
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sadiDg  extending  from  the  fort  to  the  river,  and  about  one-third  of  the 
work,  its  northwest  angle,  occupied  by  us.  1  then  ordered  up  Colonel 
Bell's  brigade  (the  Third),  and  moved  it  forward  against  and  in  rear 
of  the  sea-face  of  the  work,  the  ground  being  much  obstructed  by  the 
ruins  of  the  barracks,  lumber,  and  other  rubbish.  The  enemy,  being 
protected  by  traverses,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  cover  afibrded  by 
magazines,  &c.,  checked  our  advance.  Fighting  of  a  most  obstinate 
character  continued  till  after  dark,  during  which  time  we  made  con- 
siderable advancement  on  the  left  and  captured  about  400  prisoners. 
About  8  p.  m.  Colonel  Abbott,  with  his  brigade,  completed  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  face  of  the  work  extending  from  the  ocean  to  the  river. 
A  general  advance  was  now  made,  and  the  fort  occupied  without  oppo- 
sition. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  division  was  most  gallant. 
Aided  by  the  fire  of  the  navy,  and  an  attacking  column  of  sailors  and 
marines  along  the  sea  beach,  we  were  able  to  pass  over  the  open 
ground  in  front  of  the  fort  through  the  gaps  in  the  palisading  in  the 
ditch  made  by  the  naval  fire,  and  finally  to  carry  the  work. 

Where  the  name  of  every  officer  and  man  engaged  in  this  desperate 
conflict  should  be  submitted,  I  shall  at  present  only  be  able  to  give  a 
few  of  those  most  conspicuouH.  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  all  may  be  prop- 
erly rewarded. 

Bvt.  Brig,  Gen.  N.  M.  Curtis,  commanding  First  Brigade,  was  promi- 
nent throughout  the  day  for  his  bravery,  coolness,  and  judgment.  His 
services  cannot  be  over-estimated.  He  fell  a  short  time  before  dark 
seriously  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  canister-shot. 

Col.  G.  Pennypacker,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  was  seriously 
wounded  while  planting  his  colors  on  the  third  traverse  of  the  work. 
This  officer  was  surpassed  by  none,  and  his  absence  during  the  day 
most  deeply  felt  and  seriously  regretted. 

Col.  L.  Bell,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  was  mortally  wounded 
while  crossing  the  bridge  in  advance  of  the  palisading.  He  was  an 
able  and  efficient  officer;  one  not  easily  replaced. 

I  here  submit  the  names  of  the  regimental  commanders,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  brigade  commanders  is  the  credit  due  them  for  the 
heroic  conduct  of  their  men: 

Regimental  commanders  First  Brigade:  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Barney;  One  hundred 
and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  X.  Meyer;  One 
hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  F.  Smith;  Third 
New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut,  E.  A.  Behan.  Second  Brigade:  Forty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  Coan;  Seventy-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  S,  Littell;  Forty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  Capt.  J.  M.  McDonald;  Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  Col.  J.W.Moore;  Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, First  Lieut.  J,  Wainwright.*  Third  Brigade:  One  hundred 
and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  Alonzo  Alden;  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  M.  Zent;  Fourth  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  Capt.  J,  H.  Roberts;  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  N.  J.  Johnson. 

Col.  J.  W.  Moore,  Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
behaved  with  the  most  distinguished  gallantry.  He  was  kiUed  while 
passing  the  second  traverse  of  the  fort,  in  advance  of  his  regiment, 
waving  his  colors.    Few  equaled,  none  surpassed  this  brave  officer. 

— . "-^■^~^— '•-'--"= ^ , 

*  ^warded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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Lieut.  Col.  S.  M.  Zent,  in  command  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  with 
his  own  regiment  and  a  detachment  of  volunteers  from  the  First  Bri- 
gade, numbering  in  all  100  men,  deployed  within  200  or  300  yards  of 
the  fort,  and  by  their  flre  materially  aided  our  advance. 

Maj.  J.  H.  Lawrence,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  A.  Colviii,  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  also 
behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  and  rendered  efficient  service  in 
collecting  and  organizing  the  troops  which  had  become  separated  from 
their  commands  in  the  charge,  and  in  leading  them  to  positions  where 
important  advantages  were  gained.  Capt.  G.  W.  Huckins,  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  First  Lieut.  J.  Konigs,  Seventh  U.S.  Colored 
Troops,  aides  on  the  staff  of  Col.  L.  Bell,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 
were  untiring  in  their  labors,  and  rendered  valuable  services  in  the 
absence  of  my  staff  officers,  who  had  been  stricken  down  in  the  early 
part  of  the  engagement. 

Privates  Alric  Chapin,  James  Spring,  Company  G,  One  hundred  and 
forty-second,  and  D.  C.  Hotchkiss,  Company  A,  O.  E.  Kingsland,  Com- 
pany D,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  volunteered 
to  approach  to  a  point  considerably  in  advance  of  our  skirmish  line, 
which  they  did  do,  and  by  this  step  valuable  information  with  refer- 
ence to  the  ditch  was  gained.  Privates  James  Cadman  (wounded), 
William  Cabe,  Company  B ;  George  Hoyt,  S.  K.  Porteous,  Company  C ; 
D.  H.  Morgan,  Edward  Petrie,  Company  E ;  E.  H.  Cooper,  Company  G 
Jwonuded);  Silas  Baker,  Company  H  (missing);  George  Merrell,  Will- 
iam J.  McDuflF,  Company  I;  Z.  C.  Neahr*,  Bruce  Anderson,  Company 
K,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  volunteered 
to  advance  with  the  head  of  the  column  and  cut  down  the  palisading. 

Copies  of  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  will  be  forwarded. 
In  them  will  be  found  lists  of  officers  and  men  who  particularly  distin- 
guished themselves.  It  is  recommended  that  medals  be  bestowed  upon 
all  enlisted  men  mentioned. 

To  my  staft"  officers  am  I  particularly  indebted  for  their  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry throughout  the  day.  They  were  constantly  passing  to  and  fro, 
and  exposed  to  the  hottest  fire.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
they  be  brevetted  for  their  services :  Capt.  Charles  A.  Carleton,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general;  Capt.  A.  G.  Lawrence,  acting  aide-de-camp; 
Capt.  H.  C.  Lockwood,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  E.  W.  Dawson,  acting 
assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  J.  S.  Mathews,  provost-marshal; 
Capt.  B.  B.  Keeler,  mustering  officer. 

Captain  Lawrence  was  the  first  man  through  the  palisading,  and 
while  extending  his  hand  to  receive  a  guidon  which  he  intended  to 
place  on  the  parapet  of  the  work,  a  shell  exploded  near  him,  taking  off 
his  left  arm  and  seriously  injuring  his  throat.  He  was  afterward  shot 
in  the  right  arm.  For  Ms  services  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  those  on 
a  former  one,  I  most  earnestly  urge  his  promotion.  Captain  Dawson 
was  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  left  arm.  To  Captain  Lockwood,  Gen- 
eral Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb  surrendered,  with  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Buchanan. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  AMES, 

Brigadier- Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 

Capt.  A.  Teeey, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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No.  12. 

Report  of  Col.  Eufus  Daggett,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  YorTc 
Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  January  13-15. 

Hdqes.  Fikst  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  24th  Abmy  Cokps, 

Near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  G.,  January  IT,  1865. 

Sir:  In  «bedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  storming  of  Fort  Fisher : 

This  brigade,  under  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Curtis, 
landed  about  9.30  a.  m.  on  the  13th  instant,  at  a  point  about  five  miles 
north  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  at  3.30  p.  m.  advanced  up  the  beach  and  formed 
in  rear  of  Flag  Pond  Battery,  facing  Wilmington,  and  on  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Paine's  division,  where  it  remained  until  about  11  p.  m.,  when,  by 
order  of  General  Terry,  it  followed  General  Paine's  division  to  a  point 
some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  nearer  Fort  Fisher  and  intrenched  in  rear 
of  Half  Moon  Batterj',  where  it  remained  until  about  3  p.m.  the  follow- 
ing day.  At  that  hour  the  brigade  was  ordered  under  arms,  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  Fort  Fisher,  following  the  coast  for  some  half  a  mile  and 
then  striking  across  the  point  to  the  river  side.  When  about  half  way 
from  Half  Moon  Battery  to  Pilotsville  the  brigade  was  halted,  and  the 
One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meyer,  was  ordered  forward  as  skirmishers,  and 
moved  to  Pilotsville,  where  it  halted,  and  vedettes  were  thrown  forward 
as  far  as  the  outwork  in  front  of  Fort  Fisher.  In  the  meantime  the  bri- 
gade, being  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  a  rebel  gun-  boat  stationed  in  the 
river  opposite  Pilotsville,  by  which  1  officer  and  5  men  were  wounded, 
was  retired  behind  the  sand  hills  and  moved  up  by  squads  undercover 
of  the  woods.  At  sundown  the  whole  command  was  massed  in  rear  of 
Pilotsville,  and  commenced  at  once  to  intrench  themselves  against  the 
fire  from  the  fort  and  gun-boat,  which,  although  well  directed,  failed  to 
injure  a  single  man  in  the  command.  During  the  night  the  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-second  New  York  Volunteers  were  pushed  forward  as 
far  as  the  outwork,  and  ordered  to  intrench  themselves  and  dig  a  rifle- 
pit  from  the  work  toward  the  coast,  and  at  the  Same  time  the  skirmish- 
ers were  advanced  to  within  150  yards  of  the  sallyport  of  Fort  Fisher. 
Soon  after  daylight  the  enemy  opened  on  the  skirmishers  with  mus- 
ketry, but  without  much  effect,  and  did  not  prevent  them  from 
establishing  a  line  of  pits  completely  covering  the  land  face  of  the 
fort.  The  troops  lay  in  this  position  until  about  10  p.  m.,  continually 
enlarging  and  advancing  the  line  of  pits  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the 
assaulting  column.  At  that  hour  the  troops  were  got  under  arms  and 
advanced  to  the  rear  line  of  pits  in  the  following  order :  The  One  hun- 
dred and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Meyer,  on  the  right;  Third  New  York  Volunteers, under 
Lieutenant  Behan,  joining  them  on  the  left;  the  One  hundred  and 
twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Col.  J.  F.  Smith,  on 
the  extreme  left,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, under  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Barney,  between  the  Third  and  One 
hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Volunteers. 

At  about  3  p.  m.  (General  Curtis  having  received  orders  to  that  effect 
from  General  Ames,  through  Captain  Lawrence)  the  brigade  advanced 
to  the  charge,  obliquing  to  the  right,  so  as  to  strike  the  sally  port  (that 
having  been  deemed  the  only  vulnerable  point  of  the  work),  and  after  a 
desperate  struggle  the  advance  of  the  brigade  reached  the  parapet  of 
the  fort  and  scaled  it  to  the  first  traverse,  where  the  guidon  of  th§ 
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One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers  was  planted — the 
first  colors  on  the  fort.  The  fir^t  squad  of  prisoners  was  taken  by  the 
One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Kew  York  Volunteers,  the  second  by  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Volunteers.  General  Curtis 
was  seriously  wounded  about  4.30  p.  m.,  while  gallantly  fighting  at  the 
head  of  his  command. 

The  great  confusion  consequent  upon  the  peculiar  chai-acter  of  the 
assault,  and  the  confined  position  of  the  troops  on  the  parapet,  render 
a  more  particular  report  of  the  progress  of  the  brigade  after  reaching 
the  work  impossible.  Such  portions  of  the  command  as  could  be  col- 
lected were  formed  in  the  fort  after  the  surrender,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Barney,  and  marched  to  Pilotsville. 

I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  many  valuable  officers,  a  nominal  list  of 
whom  is  forwarded  herewith.  In  the  absence  of  General  Curtis  I  have 
left  the  special  mention  of  officers  and  men  to  the  regimental  command- 
ers under  whose  immediate  command  the  services  were  rendered. 
I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  casualties.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DAGGETT, 
Colonel  117th  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  Charles  A.  Cableton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Oliver  P.  Harding,  Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  January  15. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Bbig.,  Second  Drv.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C,  January  17, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth 
Army  Corps,  composed  of  the  Two  hundred  and  third.  Seventy-sixth, 
and  Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Forty-eighth  and  Forty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher  the  15th 
instant: 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  General  Ames,  the  brigade  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  the  right  resting 
on  the  Cape  Fear  River  and  the  left  about  300  yards  from  the  sea- 
beach.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  this  position  about  2  p.  m.,  and  at 
about  3  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  assault  the  fort,  which  was  done  in  a 
gallant  manner  and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  both  grape  and  musketry, 
and  entered  the  fort  through  the  sallyport  near  the  river.  The 
Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col. 
J.  W.  Moore,  was  the  first  to  enter  the  fort,  closely  followed  by  the 
Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  commanded  by  First  Lieut. 
John  Wainwright.  The  colors  of  each  of  those  regiments  reached  the 
top  of  the  parapet  about  the  same  time,  those  of  the  Ninety-seventh 
borne  by  Colonel  Pennypacker  and  of  the  Two  hundred  and  third  by 
Colonel  Moore. 

"  Embodied  in  tiible,  p.  405, 
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Colouel  Peunypacker  was  seriously  wounded  while  ylantiug  his  colors 
ou  the  third  traverse,  and  Colonel  Moore  fell  dead  while  passing  the 
second  traverse,  waving  his  colors  and  commanding  his  men  to  follow. 

After  entering  the  fort  the  brigade  became  somewhat  broken  up; 
nevertheless  both  oflScers  and  men  behaved  gallantly  until  its  capture. 

Col.  J.  6.  Littell,  commanding  Seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, was  severely  wounded  at  the  head  .of  his  regiment  while  passing 
over  the,  rise  of  ground  just  outside  the  fort.  Maj.  Charles  Knerr  then 
took  command,  and  led  his  men  during  the  remainder  of  the  engage- 
ment. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Coan,  commanding  Forty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers,  was  severely  wounded  while  forming  his  regiment  in  line 
just  before  the  assault,  and  was  obliged  to  be  sent  to  the  rear.  Maj. 
Nere  A.  Elfwing  then  assumed  command,  and  took  a  prominent  part 
during  the  engagement. 

Capt.  J.  M.  McDonald,  commanding  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, and  First  Lieut.  John  Wainwright,  commandingNinety-seA'enth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  both  commanded  their  regiments  with  much 
coolness. 

After  the  fall  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyman,  Two  hundred  and  third 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  fell  on  the  sixth  traverse,  I  commanded 
the  regiment  until  about  5  p.  m.,  when  ordered  by  General  Ames  to 
take  command  of  the  brigade,  which  I  immediately  organized. 

The  total  loss  of  the  brigade  was — 6  commissioned  of&cers  killed  and 
16  wounded;  enlisted  men,  45  killed  and  215  wounded;  total,  280,  a 
nominal  list  of  which  has  already  been  forwarded. 

Eespectfully  transmitted. 

O.  P.  HARDING, 
Major  203d  Pennsylvania   Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  C.  A.  Carleton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
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Beport  of  Capt.  Heber  B.  Essington,  Two  hundred  and  third   Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  January  15. 

Hjdqbs.  203d  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

January  17, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  directions  with  respect  to  making  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  various  regiments  in  the  late  action,  I 
would  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

The  regiment  charged  on  the  riglit  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  was 
the  first  regiment  of  the  brigade  to  enter  the  fort,  going  in  with  the 
First  Brigade.  After  having  assisted  in  capturing  the  first  two  mounds 
a  portion  of  the  regiment  went  with  the  First  Brigade  over  the  traverses' 
and  the  remainder  went  to  the  right  and  stationed  themselves  behind 
a  bank  in  the  open  field  south  of  the  fort.  The  latter  portion  then 
charged  across  the  plain,  by  order  of  the  commanding  general  until 
opposite  the  seventh  or  eighth  traverse,  where  they  threw  up  an 
embankment  with  their  tin  plates  and  shovels,  which  they  held  until 
the  fort  surrendered,  keeping  up  a  steady  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The 
first  portion  which  went  around  the  traverses  after  they  had  reached 
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the  farthest  embankment  held  by  our  men,  charged  over  the  traverse, 
led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyman,  who  fell  here,  and  drove  the  enemy. 
Other  detached  portions  of  the  regiment  occupied  various  positions, 
but  all  behaved  bravely. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  ESSmGTON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  I.  B.  Smith, 

Actg.  As8t.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Second  Brig.,  Second  Biv.,  24th  Army  Corps. 


No.  15. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  J.  Johnson,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth 
New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  Janu- 
ary 15. 

Hdqks.  Third  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  19, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Third  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  took  the  following  part  in  the 
engagement  of  the  15th  instant: 

At  about  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  15th  instant  Col.  Louis  Bell,  commanding 
brigade,  received  orders  to  move  his  brigade  and  form  the  third  line  of 
the  forces  attacking  Fort  Fisher.  The  brigade  formed  that  line  about 
1  p.  m.  in  front  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  under  the  command  of  Col.  Alonzo 
Alden,of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  (Colo- 
nel Bell  having  been  ordered  by  General  Ames  to  remain  near  him  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  orders),  at  2.15  p.  m.  received  orders  to  advance, 
which  it  did  in  the  following  order:  Left  in  front,  the  Thirteenth  Indi- 
ana Volunteers,  Onehnndred  and  fifteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  Fourth 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  iSiTew 
York  Volunteers  forming  the  line  (the  Ninth  Maine  Volunteers,  belong- 
ing to  the  brigade,  was  not  with  the  expedition).  The  brigade  entered 
the  fort  about  2.45  p.  m.,  conjointly  with  a  portion  of  the  First  Brigade, 
at  the  left  bastion,  a  portion  moving  along  theterre-plein  and  a  portion 
on  the  ramparts,  parapets,  and  slopes,  some  of  the  officers  and  men  in 
the  advance,  with  ofScers  and  men  of  the  other  bpgades,  all  vying  with 
each  other  in  the  noble  emulation  of  who  should  be  first  in  the  grand 
achievements  of  that  memorable  day.  The  brigade  continued  the  con- 
test, advancing  along  the  works  until  they  were  taken  and  Fort  Fisher 
passed  into  Union  hands. 

The  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  forwarded,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer. 

The  brigade  was  ordered  to  man  the  fort,  and  bivouacked  inside  the 
works.  Guards  were  placed  over  (as  was  supposed)  all  the  magazines 
and  bomb-proofs  containing  powder  and  ordnance  stores,  but,  as  it  sub- 
sequently appeared,  one  magazine  was  left  unguarded,  and  about  7  a. 
m.  on  the  16th  instant  it  exploded,  burying  in  its  ddbris  a  large  number 
and  wounding  others.  A  list  of  the  casualties  has  been  forwarded,  to 
which  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  refer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  115th  New  York  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  Chaeles  a.  Caeleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  division. 
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No.  16. 

E^ort   of  Maj.  Ezra  L.   Walrath,   One   hundred   and  fifteenth  New 
York  Infantry,  of  operations  January  15. 

Headquarters  115th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Fort  Fisher,  2f.  C,  January  17, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  this  regiment  who  signally  dis- 
tinguished themselves  on  the  15th  instant  at  the  assault  and  capture  of 
Fort  Fisher:  Sergt.  Peter  J.  Keck,  color  bearer,  was  one  of  the  first 
to  reach  the  enemy's  works  and  planting  the  colors  on  the  first  traverse, 
and  it  seemed  as  a  matter  of  strife  between  him  and  the  brave  color 
bearer  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  as  they  clambered  side 
by  side  the  other  traverses  and  planted  their  respective  flags.  Ser- 
geant Keck  was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  but  he 
remained  until  the  fort  was  surrendered.  He  has  been  complimented 
on  several  occasions  by  commanding  officers  during  the  campaigns  of 
Florida,  and  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  for  bravery  and  good  conduct 
while  engaged  with  the  enemy.  He  has  been  wounded  twice  during 
the  war. 

Corpl.  Alonzo  Van  Evera,  one  of  the  color  guard,  also  distinguished 
himself  for  bravery  by  climbing  the  works  and  bringing  away  the  rebel 
colors  that  were  near  one  of. the  guns  of  the  fort. 

Corpl.  Albon  W.  Hanner  and  Private  George  W.  Kennicutt- are 
deserving  much  praise  for  responding  to  the  call  made  by  the  general 
commanding  the  division  for  volunteers  to  go  into  a  small  building  on 
the  north  side  of  the  fort  and  from  that  point  fire  upon  and  silence  a 
howitzer  battery  placed  at  the  west  fi-ont  of  the  fort.  Corporal  Han- 
ner, with  five  men,  remained  there  until  four  were  killed. 

I  would  further  state  that  the  regiment  was  in  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Nathan  J.  Johnson,  who,  with  one  wing  of  the  regiment,  passed 
along  the  traverses  in  succession,  while  Maj.  E.  L.  Walrath,  with  the 
other  portion,  passed  through  the  interior  opposite  Colonel  Johnson's 
command,  until  our  forces  had  reached  the  seventh  traverse,  when 
Major  Walrath  was  detailed  to  take  command  of  the  First  Brigade 
(General  Curtis  being  severely  wounded). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  WALEATH, 
Major,  Commanding  the  Regiment. 

Capt.  George  W.  Huckins, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeiieral. 


No.  17. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Colvin,  One  hundred   and  sixty-ninth 
New  York  Infantry,  of  operations  January  15. 

Headquarters  IGOth  New  York  Volunteers,, 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  that  upon  the  opening  of 
the  engagement  of  ]5th  instant  Col.  Alonzo  Alden  was  in  command  of 
the  regiment,  but  on  reaching  the  enemy's  works  assumed  command  of 
the  brigade,  Colonel  Bell  being  wounded.  The  undersigned  then  took 
command  of  the  regiment. 
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It  would  seem  almost  invidions  to  make  any  special  mention  of  offi- 
cers and  men,  when  all  did  their  duty  with  unparalleled  gallantry  and 
zeal.  The  undersigned  can  bear  testimony  that  every  ^officer  led  his 
men,  and  the  men  vied  with  each  other  to  attain  the  front. 

Col.  Alonzo  Alden  was  distinguished  for  his  accustomed  coolness  and 
bravery. 

Maj.  J.  H.  Allen  was  shot  through  the  arm  and  leg,  but  persisted  in 
remaining  with  the  command. 

Oapts.  Daniel  Ferguson,  James  H.  Dunn,  Charles  D.  Merrell,  J.  H, 
Warren,  and  E.  W.  Church  were  distinguished  for  their  coolness  and 
gallantry. 

Lieuts.  J.  H.  Straight,  wounded,  Michael  Ryan,  killed,  Michael  Rus- 
sell, wounded,  all  in  command  of  companies,  were  the  right  men  in  the 
right  places.  After  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Byan,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Foote 
assumed  command  of  his  company  and  led  it  gallantly. 

Lieut.  Eugene  Van  Santvoord  also  deserves  mention. 

Lieut.  E.  E.  Mosher  was  hit  by  a  spent  ball  on  the  13th  instant.  He 
went  into  action  on  the  15th,  being  obliged  to  use  a  cane;  he  hopped 
into  the  fight,  leading  his  men. 

Other  officers  distinguished  themselves;  indeed,  all  deserve  mention. 
The  undersigned  has  mentioned  such  as  came  particularly  under  his 
notice. 

Accompanying  will  be  found  a  list*  of  the  enlisted  men  who  distin- 
guished themselves;  also  a  full  report  of  losses  in  action.t 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  COLVIN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  I69th  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  George  W.  Huckins, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  18. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  U.'S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Division,  Ttcenty-fifih  Army  Corps,  of  operations  January  13-19. 

Headquarters  North  Line,  IT.  S.  Forces, 

Fe^ral  Point,  N.  C.,  January  80, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  expedition  headquarters. 
1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  mojor-general 
commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command 
since  disembarking  at  this  point: 

The  troops  of  my  command  commenced  to  disembark  about  10  a.  m. 
13th  instdijit,  and  by  3  p.  m.  the  last  of  the  troops  were  on  the  beach. 
After  an  inspection  of  ammunition,  and  replacing  that  which  was 
damaged,  I  moved,  pursuant  to  orders,  my  command  by  the  flank,  with 
skirmishers  in  advance  and  flankers  on  the  right,  down  the  beach  to 
the  earth-work  known  as  "Flag  Pond  Battery."  At  that  point  I 
received  orders  to  strike  across  the  peninsula  to  the  Cape  Fear  River. 
The  Fifth  and  Thirty-seventh  Regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  had  the 
advance,  moving  through  the  swamp  in  line  of  battle,  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment on  the  right,  the  remainder  of  the  division  moving  across  by  the 
flank  and  close  up  with  the  advance.  The  advance  reached  Cape  Fear 
River  soon  after  dark  without  opposition,  and  a  strong  line  of  breast- 
works was  immediately  constructed,  running  from  the  river  on  the  left  in 

'Not  found.  t Embodied  in  table,  p.  405. 
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a  southeasterly  direction  to  an  impenetrable  swamp  in  the  direcition  of 
"  Flag  Pond  Battery  "  on  the  right,  and  pickets  were  thrown  out,  con- 
necting with  the  picket  of  Brevet  Brigadier-Greneral  Curtis'  brigade  on 
theright.  .A!bout  11  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  withdraw  my  command 
and  take  up  a  new  line,  which  was  accomplished  by  moving  the  Second 
Brigade  down  the  ocean  beach  and  the  Third  Brigade  down  the  river 
beach  to  the  point  designated,  the  original  picket  remaining  in  its  posi- 
tion until  the  new  line  was  partially  completed. 

On  the  14th  a  small  party  was  sent  down  the  river  beach  to  recon- 
noiter,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  small  steamer  with  a  barge  in  tow, 
ladened  with  forage  and  ammunition  for  Fort  Fisher.  The  prisoners 
captured  were  forwarded  same  day  to  headquarters.  On  the  15th, 
while  the  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  was  in  progress,  after  Colonel 
Abbott's  brigade  had  moved  down  from  the  north  line,  I  received  orders 
to  send  another  regiment,  and  sent  the  Twenty-seventh  Eegiment, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Blackman  commanding.  Subsequently,  pur- 
suant to  orders  from  headquarters,  the  remainder  of  the  Third  Brigade 
of  this  division,  Colonel  Wright  commanding,  was  withdrawn  from  this 
line  and  ordered  to  report  at  Fort  Fisher,  leaving  the  Second  Brigade 
and  some  marines  and  seamen  to  hold  this  line.  About  the  time  the 
assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  commenced  the  enemy  advanced  a  strong 
skirmish  line  at  the  double-quick  along  my  entire  front,  evidently  with 
a  view  to  carry  the  picket-line  and  create  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the 
garrison  of  Fisher.  He  succeeded  in  driving  back  two  or  three  posts 
held  by  the  white  troops  toward  my  right,  and  occupied  their  pits  for 
a  time.  The  pickets  of  my  division  held  their  ground  resolutely.  The 
original  line  was  re-established  in  the  evening.  The  Third  Brigade, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Eegiment,  reported  back  to 
me  about  midnight,  and  was  placed  in  its  original  position  on  the  line. 

Oa  the  16th  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Abbott's  brigade  tesumed  its 
position  on.  my  right,  relieving  the  detachment  of  marines. 

January  18  Col.  J.  W.  Ames,  with  the  Fourth,  Sixth,  and  Thirtieth 
Eegiments  of  his  brigade  (the  Second)  and  the  division  sharpshooters, 
made  a  reconnaissance  in  my  front  toward  Wilmington.  He  drove  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  and  obtained  a  view  of  the  enemy's  main  line  on  the 
left,  but  did  not  succeed  in  developing  their  line  on  the  right.  He 
returned  with  the  loss  of  1  man  killed  and  1  wounded. 

On  the  19th  Colonel  Ames,  with  his  entire  brigade  and  the  division 
sharpshooters,  made  a  second  reconnaissance  on  center  and  left.  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Abbott,  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  moved  from  the 
right  on  the  beach  in  search  of  the  enemy's  left  and  rear.  He  succeeded 
in  developing  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy,  and  returned  with  the  loss 
of  1  man  killed  and  2  officers  and  10  men  wounded  from  my  division. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Abbott  captured  2  officers  and  61  men,  and 
returned  with  a  loss  of  2  officers  and  9  men  wounded  and  2  missing; 

The  enemy's  line  was  found  to  be  quite  a  strong  infantry  breast- work, 
defended  from  approach  by  abatis  in  places;  swamps  elsewhere! 
running  apparently  from  Sugar  Loaf  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  down  the 
river  bank;  thence  easterly  toward  Myrtle  Sound;  thence  northeast 
along  the  sound;  well  manned;  no  artillerv  was  discovered.  What 
fortifications  there  are  on  Sugar  Loaf  could  not  be  ascertained. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  J.  PAINE, 
Brigadier-General,  Cwnmanding. 

Gapt.  A.  Terry, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  19. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Albert  M.  Blackman,  Twenty-seventh  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  January  15. 

Headquarters, 
Federal  Point,  Fort  Buchanan,  F.  C,  January  16, 1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  operations  of  last  evening: 

I  received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Paine  about  7  o'clock  last 
evening  to  proceed  to  Fort  Fisher  and  report  to  General  Ames.  I  pro- 
ceeded as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  on  arriving  at  the  bridge  near  the 
fort  I  found  the  way  obstructed  by  troops.  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down,  and  proceeded  in  person  to  General  Ames  within  the  fort  and 
reported.  From  him  I  received  orders  to  retire  beyond  the  range  of 
sharpshooters,  stack  arms,  and  return  with  my  men  and  proceed  to  the 
construction  of  covered  ways  to  enter  the  fort.  In  marching  to  thej-ear 
I  met  Major-General  Terry,  who  ordeired  me  to  proceed  to  his  headquar- 
ters, an  d  await  further  orders.  At  a  quarter  before  10  o'clock  I  received 
orders  to  march  to  the  fort.  On  arriving  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy 
had  evacuated,  and  was  ordered  to  join  in  pursuit,  which  order  I 
promptly  obeyed,  and  on  arriving  at  this  place  was  first  to  receive  the 
surrender  of  the  enemy. 
The  losses  in  my  command  were  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  4  wounded. 
After  this  fort  was  taken  I  was  placed  in  command  by  Major-General 
Terry  in  person. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  M.  BLACKMAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 
Capt.  C.  A.  Garleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  20. 


Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  constituted  to  examine  into  the  cause 
of  the  explosion  of  the  powder  magazine. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  9.  ]  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  20, 1865. 

I.  A  board  of  inquiry,  to  consist  of  the  officers  named  below,  is  con- 
stituted to  examine  into  the  cause  of  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of 
Fort  Fisher  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant.  The  board  will  meet 
at  these  headquarters  at  3  p.  m.  this  day,  and  will  render  their  report 
as  soon  as  possible,  consistently  with  a  ftdl  investigation  of  the  circum- 

Detail  for  the  court:  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Abbott,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty  fourth  Army  Corps;  Lieut.  CoL 
A.  M.  Barney,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Volunteers; 
Capt.   George  F.  Towle,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  acting 
assistant  inspector-general. 
The  board  will  sit  without  regard  to  hours. 
Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 
"  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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first  day. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  21, 1865. 
PnTsnant  to  the  foregoing  order,  the  court  assembled,  and,  all  the 
members  being  present,  was  duly  organized. 

The  prescribed  oath  was  administered  to  the  court  by  the  recorder, 
and  the  recorder  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  M.  Zent,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  was  told  by  Private  Elisha  L.  Powers, 
Company  C,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volnnteeis,  that  just  previous  to  the  explosion  men 
were  seen  going  into  the  magazine.  As  soon  as  the  fort  was  captured  I  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Alden,  One  hundred  and  shcty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  to  guard  all  the  magazines;  but  this  one,  being  inside,  escaped  my 
notice,  and  had  no  guard  from  my  regiment. 

•    By  the  Court: 
Question.  Where  was  your  regiment  stationed? 
Answer.  On  the  north  face  of  the  fort,  between  the  parapet  and  palisade. 

Question.  Where  was  the  entrance  of  the  magazine  at  which  these 
men  went  in  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  there  were  two  entrances ;  I  do  not  know  wliich  the  men 
were  seen  to  enter. 

Question.  Were  yon  near  when  the  explosion  took  place? 

Answer.  I  was ;  I  was  making  the  rounds. 

Question.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  where  the  explosion  com- 
menced? 

Answer.  I  cannot. 

Question.  Were  there  several  detached  magazines? 
Answer.  There  were  not;  it  was  one  grand  explosion. 
Question.  Did  you  have  any  of  the  magazines  guarded? 
Answer.  I  did;  all  except  this  one,  which  I  had  not  yet  discovered. 

Question.  Where  were  the  guarded  magazines  situated  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  traverses' or  mounds  connected  with  the  bomb-proofs. 

Question.  How  many  guards  were  placed  to  these  magazines? 

Answer.  Three  to  each;  there  were  thirty-one  entrances. 

Question.  Did  the  explosion  of  the  main  magazine  communicat«  into 
any  service  magazine? 

Answer.  It  did  not. 

Question.  At  what  hour  did  the  explosion  occur? 

Answer.  About  9  a.  m. ;  possibly  later. 

Question.  Were  there  fires  in  the  interior  of -tlie  fort  between  the 
magazine  and  bomb-proof? 

Answer.  There  were  not;  the  fires  were  outside,  south  of  the  magazine. 

Question.  How  near  were  the  fires  to  the  magazine? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  about  100  yards. 
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Question.  Was  there  any  ofiBcer  of  the  guard  under  you:  if  so,  his 
name? 

Answer.  Lieut.  ThoodoTo  Reifle,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  was  under  me. 
Question.  In  stationing  the  guard  did  you  receive  specific  instruc- 
tions or  did  you  exercise  your  own  judgment! 
Answer.  I  used  my  own  judgment. 
Question.  State  how  you  proceeded  to  make  the  disposition  for  guard. 

Answer.  I  commenced  on  the  northwest  comer  and  examined  each  traverse,  plac- 
ing a  guard  wherever  I  found  an  entrance;  did  not  go  so  far  as  the  mound:  placed  a 
guard  there  next  morning. 

Question.  When  stationing  your  guard  was  your  attention  called  to 
this  reserve  magazine? 

_  Answer.  It  was  not;  I  was  informed  after  the  explosion  that  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  had  placed  a  guard  there. 

Question.  Was  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers stationed  there  t 

Answer.  They  were  very  near,  just  at  the  base  on  the  south  side. 

Question.  What  regiments  were  stationed  there  ? 

Answer.  The  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New 
York  and  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers.  Those  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  not 
on  guard  were  outside.  The  three  first  named  were  in  the  area  inside  the  fort,  and 
between  the  main  and  service  magazines. 

By  the  Eecordee  : 

Question.  Were  those  men  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines  who  were 
seen  to  enter  the  magazine  T 

Answer.  They  were  colored  troops. 

Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  J.  Johnson,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New 
York  Volunteers,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

At  the  tiifae  of  the  explosion  I  was  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth 
New  York  Volunteers.  I  was  on  the  parapet  when  the  explosion  took  place,  nearly 
north  and  opposite  the  magazine.  I  immediately  went  down  toward  the  scene  of 
the  explosion.  Before  reaching  it  I  came  across  two  wires,  one  solid  copper,  the 
other,  I  should  judge,  a  submarine  wire,  composed  of  seven  small  ones  inclosed  in 
rubber,  leading  from  the  magazine  toward  the  Cape  Fear  River  in  a  northwesterly 
direction.  I  cut  both  for  fear  of  further  explosions,  and  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  cavity  of  the  exploded  magazine.  The  wires  were  on  the  surface  of  the  ground 
for  some  distance  toward  the  river,  butentered  the  earth  near  where  I  cut  them.  Am 
uncertain  whether  or  not  they  were  covered  by  the  earth  from  the  exploded  maga- 
zine. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Were  guards  placed  on  the  magazine  ♦ 

Answer.  I  know  there  were  on  some,  but  don't  know  whether  there  were  on  this. 

By  the  Court: 

Question.  Was  the  whole  brigade  inside  the  inclosure? 

Answer.  It  was,  but  most  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  were  detached  previous  to 
entering  the  fort. 

Question.  Did  those  regiments  inside  have  fires  f 

Answer.  They  did. 

By  the  Eecorder  : 
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Question.  How  near  were  any  fires  to  the  magazine? 

Answer.  Not  nearer  than  four  rods. 

Qaestion.  Were  any  as  near  as  six  rods? 

Answer.  There  were,  I  should  think. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  persons  going  in  the  bomb-proofs  with 
lights? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

By  the  Couet: 
Question.  Did  you  examine  this  magazine? 
Answer.     I  did  that  evening. 
Question.  Were  there  two  entrances? 
Answer.  I  saw  but  one. 
Question.  Was  this  one  towards  the  fire? 

Answer.  It  was  not ;  it  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  mound. 

Question.  When  you  saw  the  wire  did  you  suppose  this  the  cause  of 
theexijlosion? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  any  one  follow  up  the  wire? 

Answer.  Some  of  the  engineers,  I  understood,  but  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Were  men  at  liberty  to  run  around  the  fort  as  they 
pleased? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know  they  were  kept  out  of  the  bomb-proofs ;  otherwise  they 
went  aronnd  the  fort  at  liberty — sailors  and  marines;  some  of  the  marines  were 
intoxicated,  and  firing  ofi'  their  pistols. 

Question.  Were  measures  taken  to  restore  order  immediately  after 
the  capture  of  the  fort  at  10  o'clock  ? 

Answer.  Should  judge  it  was  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  before  a  guard 
was  posted ;  should  think  the  guard  was  posted  an  soon  as  possible. 

Maj.  Ezra  L.  Wai-bath,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  saw  the  explosion;  was  near  the  seventh  or  eighth  traverse.  Immediately 
examined  the  ruins,  and  picked  up  the  conical  end  of  a  torpedo  which  had  burnt 
powder  on  the  end  and  had  certainly  been  at  some  time  exploded.  I  saw  a  great 
many  marines  and  sailors  about  the  works,  who  were  passing  in  and  out  of  the  mag- 
azines in  search  of  plunder.  They  would  light  matches  inside  and  let  them  bum  to 
see  what  was  in  the  magazine.  Saw  some  wires  running  from  the  Cape  Fear  River 
toward  the  exploded  magazine  which  I  cut  with  my  knife.  These  wires  ran  into 
the  earth  thrown  up  by  the  explosion,  and  were  exposed  at  various  places,  ten  or  fif- 
teen feet  at  a  time,  running  toward  the  river.  The  torpedo  was  found  in  the  ruins  of 
the  magazine.    A  great  many  of  the  marines  were  intoxicated. 

£y  the  Becobdeb  : 
Question.  How  near  was  the  nearest  fire  to  this  magazine? 
Answer.  I  should  judge  about  seventy-five  feet. 

By  the  Coubt: 

Question.  Had  yon  examined  this  magazine? 

Answer.  Only  from  the  outside;  saw  the  entrance,  but  did  not  go  near  it;  no 
guards  were  on  it ;  saw  four  or  five  marines  near  the  entrance,  apparently  just  enter- 
ing or  coming  out. 
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Question.  Was  it  at  the  maiu  magazine  where  the  matches  \rere 
lighted? 

Answer.  I  saw  noue  there;  it  was  at  one  of  the  south  service  magazines  I  saw 
marines  coming  out;  I  asked  one  how  he  could  see;  he  replied  that  he  had  lighted 
a  match ;  no  guard  was  on  at  that  magazine. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  one  who  was  in  the  magazine  to  judge 
about  fixed  ammunition  being  there? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  I  judged  it  was  simply  a  powder  magazine  from  seeing  no 
fragments  of  shell  among  the  debris. 

Capt.  John  H.  Bobebts,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  the  brigade  was  inside  the  fort.  Near  sunrise  the  explo- 
sion took  place.  A  short  time  before  the  explosion  took  place  Lieut.  G.  F.  Quimby, 
Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  was  near  the  entrance  of  the  magazine  and  saw 
men  around  with  lights.  He  saw  some  in  the  magazine,  and  one  had  a  candle, 
apparently  searching  round,  and  a  few  minutes  after  the  explosion  took  place. 

By  the  Eegobdeb  : 

Question.  At  what  distance  from  the  magazine  was  the  nearest  fire? 

Answer.  Should  jndge  about  twenty  yards. 

The  court  then  proceeded  to  and  examined  the  scene  of  the  explosion, 
after  which  it  adjourned  until  10  a.  m.  to-morrow,  January  22. 

second  day. 

Headquabtebs  U.  S.  Foboes, 

Fort  Fisher,  JT.  C,  January  2;S,  1865. 
At  10  a.  m.  the  court  assembled,  and  all  the  members  being  present, 
camiB  to  order. 

Capt.  George  W.  Huckins,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant-general,  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows: 

I  gave  orders  direct  from  General  Ames  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Zent,  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  to  place  guards  on  all  the  bombproofs  and  magazines  to  keep 
any  one  out. 

By  the  Eecobdeb  : 

Question.  Did  Lieutenant-Colonel  Zent  report  to  General  Ames  for 
orders,  and  did  he  report  that  the  order  about  guards  had  been  carried 
out? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  but  don't  think  he  did. 

Question.  In  giving  the  order  of  General  Ames  did  you  specify  this 
main  magazine  as  one  to  be  guarded? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  not  knowing  at  the  time  of  its  existence. 

Surg.  A.  J.  H.  Buzzell,  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  medical 
inspector  of  the  expedition,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows: 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  I  was  in  the  hospital,  and  Major  Hill  and  General 
Whiting  were  present.  The  explosion  was  referred  to.  Major  Hill  wished  me  say 
to  General  Terry  that,  it  having  been  reported  to  him  that  the  explosion  was  the 
result  of  wires  intentionally  placed  at  the  magazine,  that  such  was  not  the  fact; 
and  also,  on  his  honor  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  that  no  wires  connected  with  the 
magazine ;  that  the  only  torpedoes  were  outside  the  fort,  which  fact  was  communi- 
catt>d  to  General  Terry  by  General  Whiting  immediately  after  the  Burrender,    Tm» 
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was  all  said  to  me  by  Major  Hill  in  presence  of  General  Whiting.  He  said  if  there 
was  any  connection  with  the  magazine  he  did  not  know  of  it ;  had  there  been,  he 
Bhoald  have  been  likely  to  have  known  of  it. 

First  Lient.  George  P.  Quimby,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volun- 
teers, being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant  my  regiment  was  inside  the  fort.  Abont  day- 
light I  was  walking  around  the  fort.  I  came  near  the  magazine,  and  saw  several  sol- 
diers standing  around  the  entrance,  overhauling  some  old  stuff  that  had  been  pulled 
out.  One  says,  "  Have  you  got  all  out?"  The  other  replied,  "1  have — perhaps  not ; 
they've  got  a  light  in  there  now"  (meaning  inside  the  magazine).  I  then  stepped  to 
the  entrance  and  inquired  what  it  contained.  Some  one  inside  said,  "  Boxes  of  pow- 
der." I  then  ordered  if  they  had  a  light  to  put  it  out,  and  cautioned  them  not  to 
have  any  more,  as  it  was  very  careless  and  dangerous.  I  then  left  the  fort,  and  ten 
01  fifteen  minutes  afterward  the  explosion  took  place.    This  was  the  main  magazine. 

By  theCoxiBT: 

Question.  Was  there  a  guard  stationed  there? 

Answer.  There  was  not. 

Question.  Where  was  the  entrance  situated  ? 

Answer.  Oh  the  side  of  the  magazine  next  the  river. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  other  entrance? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Who  were  those  men,  and  did  they  seem  to  work  under 
orders? 

Answer.  They  were  white  soldiers,  and  were  not  at  work  under  orders. 

Second  Lieut.  Thbodobe  Beifle,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows: 

I  was  officer  of  the  guard  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Zent,  and  posted  the  guards 
over  the  service  magazmes  inside  the  fort.  Did  not  see  this  main  magazine,  and  con- 
sequently posted  no  gnard  there. 

Capt.  Fbedeeick  G.  Mosheb,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows: 

I  saw  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  running  into  bombproofs  and  service  maga- 
zines where  guards  were  posted,  and  the  guards  made  no  effort  to  stop  them,  so  far  as 
I  could  see.  Did  not  observe  whether  they  had  lights.  This  was  on  the  same  morn- 
ing before  the  explosion. 

The  CTidence  in  relation  to  the  subject  was  here  closed. 

PINDIN&S. 

After  matnre  deliberation  upon  the  foregoing  evidence  the  court  finds 
that  the  following  are  the  main  facts,  viz : 

I.  Immediately  after  the  capture  of  the  fort  General  Ames  gave 
orders  to  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zent,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers 
through  Capt.  George  W.  Huckins,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volun- 
teers, acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  Third  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, to  place  guards  on  all  the  magazines  and  bombproofs. 

U.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Zent  commenced  on  the  northwest  comer  of 
the  fort  next  the  river,  following  the  traverses  round,  and  placed  guards 
on  thirty-one  entrances  under  the  traverses.  The  main  magazine  which 
afterward  exploded,  being  in  the  rear  of  the  traverses,  escaped  his 
notice,  and  consequently  had  no  guards  from  bis  regiment  qv  any 
other. 
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III.  That  soldiers,  sailors,  aud  marines  were  running  about  with 
lights  in  the  fort,  entering  bombproofs  with  these  lights,  intoxicated 
aud  discharging  fire-arms. 

IV.  That  persons  were  seen  with  lights  searching  for  plunder  in  the 
main  magazine  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  previous  to  the  explosion. 

The  court  do  not  attach  any  importance  to  the  report  that  a  mag- 
netic wire  connected  this  work  with  some  work  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Cape  Fear  River. 

OPINION. 

The  opinion  of  the  court,  therefore,  is  that  the  explosion  was  the 
result  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  persons  to  them  unknown. 
The  court  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

JOSEPH  C.  ABBOTT, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  President  of  Court. 

GEORGE  F.  TOWLE, 
Captain  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
Acting  Assistant  Inspector-Oeneral  and  Recorder. 
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Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  12, 1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  3, 1863. 


Name. 


Bank  and  organization. 


CurtiB,  N.  Martin i  Brevet    Brigadier-Gen- 

I      eral. 

Keafar,  Zacliariah  C  . . . '  Private,  Company  K, 
142d  New  Tork  Infan- 
try. 

Fennypacker.Galaaha.;  Colonel  97th  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry. 

Wainwright,  John j  Tirat  Lieutenant   97th 

I  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try. 


Date. 


1865. 
Jan.  15 


Jan.  16 

Jan.  15 
Jan.  15 


Awarded  for— 


For  distinguished  personal  bravery  in 
the  assault  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher, 
N.C. 

Having  volunteered  to  cut  down  the 
palisading  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

For  bravery  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Fisher, 

N.C. 
For  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at 

the  storming  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  General  Braxton  Bragg,   C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  of  operations  January  13-15. 

Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  20, 1865. 
Colonel:  About  midnight  on  the  12th  instant  information  reached 
me  from  Fort  Fisher,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  again  assembling  off 
New  Inlet.  The  troops  were  promptly  disposed  to  meet  the  movement, 
and  orders  and  instructions  were  given  to  the  several  commanders  for 
their  guidance.  Major-General  Whiting  repaired  to  Fort  Fisher,  and 
called  to  the  assistance  of  that  garrison,  now  1,200  strong,  about  600 
men  from  the  adjacent  forts.  Major-General  Hoke,  with  all  the  mov- 
able force,  about  6,000  effectives,  including  reserves  and  cavalry,  took 
position  on  the  peninsula  north  of  Fort  Fisher  to  watch  the  enemy  and 
(M>n£ront  his  land  force  should  they  disembark  in  that  region, 
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The  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  was  renewed  by  a  portion  of  the 
fleet  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  whilst  the  transports,  under  cover  of 
another  portion,  proceeded  to  a  point  some  six  miles  north,  and  com- 
menced to  disembark  troops  on  the  sand-spit  between  the  sea  and 
Masonborough  Sound.  Owing  to  the  intervening  swamp  and  sound, 
it  was  impossible  for  us  to  attack  the  enemy  at  their  landing  point, 
even  if  the  heavy  metal  of  the  fleet  had  not  securely  covered  them. 
Nothing  was  left  but  to  post  our  troops  to  watch  their  movements, 
which  was  judiciously  done  by  Major-General  Hoke.  A.  detachment 
of  cavalry  was  thrown  to  his  right  and  front,  some  three  miles  toward 
Fort  Fisher,  by  a  military  causeway  leading  through  the  swamp  to 
Battery  Anderson,  the  nearest  point  accessible  to  the  seabeach.  This 
swamp,  which  skirts  along  the  sound  to  its  head,  near  Battery  Ander- 
son, there  turns  nearly  due  west  across  the  peninsula  and  terminates 
in  a  small  stream  which  conveys  its  waters  into  the  river  through  a 
narrow  neck  of  high  land  about  three  miles  from  the  fort.  Along  this 
narrow  ridge  runs  the  only  practicable  route  to  the  fort  west  of  the  sea- 
beach.  Works  had  been  ordered  and  were  under  construction,  to 
enable  a  small  force  to  hold  the  passage  along  the  seabeach  to  the  fort 
trom  the  secure  landing  above,  but  they  had  not  sufficiently  progressed 
to  render  them  useful.  Nor  is  it  believed  any  ordinary  work  could  have 
been  long  held  against  the  enormous  weight  of  metal  which  could  be 
concentrated  on  it,  short  range,  the  water  from  this  point  north  being 
deep  close  in  shore. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  I  joined  Major-General  Hoke's  com- 
mand at  his  headquarters  near  Sugar  Loaf,  and,  after  a  free  conference, 
fully  approved  his  disposition.  The  command  could  not  have  been 
divided  with  any  safety,  and  to  have  placed  it  between  the  enemy  and 
Fort  Fisher  would  have  enabled  them  to  seize  our  intrenched  camp, 
and  securely  confine  our  entire  force  on  the  southern  end  of  the  penin- 
sula, exposed  without  cover  to  the  fire  of  the  whole  fleet,  which  reached 
from  the  sea  to  the  river  throughout  the  whole  distance.  The  troops 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  their  arms,  and  to  move  promptly  and  attack, 
should  the  enemy  attempt  to  extend  his  lines  toward  the  fort. 

In  making  a  reconnaissance  early  the  next  morning,  the  14th,  toward 
our  right,  whilst  I  was  on  the  left,  Major-General  Hoke  was  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy  before  reaching  the  line  assigned  his  cavalry.  Upon  due 
investigaflon,  he  found  a  heavy  force  occupying  an  intrenched  line 
between  us  and  the  fort,  entirely  across  the  peninsula  from  Battery 
Anderson  on  the  sea  to  the  river.  Putting  his  command  in  motion 
and  promptly  reporting  what  had  occurred,  he  was  ordered  to  move 
upon  the  enemy,  and  dislodge  him  if  practicable.  The  movement  had 
been  made  by  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  the  cavalry 
stationed  on  our  flank  for  the  purpose  had  failed  to  give  any  notice. 
Passing  to  the  front  with  the  troops,  I  united  in  another  examination 
of  the  enemy's  line,  and  concurring  in  the  opinion  already  expressed 
to  me,  I  suspended  the  order  for  the  attack.  The  enemy  largely 
exceeded  us  in  numbers,  and  was  well  intrenched  from  sea  to  river  a 
distance  not  exceeding  one  mile.  I  do  not  believe  this  change  of  posi- 
tion by  the  enemy  could  have  been  prevented  with  the  enormous  fleet 
to  cover  his  movements,  though  he  might  have  been  retarded,  if  timely 
information  had  been  received.  But  its  successful  accomplishment 
was  not  considered  as  placing  the  fort  in  much  danger,  if  boldly 
defended  by  a  vigilant  garrison,  as  our  communication  with  it  by  water 
at  night  could  not  be  interrupted  unless  the  fleet  forced  a  passage  indb 
the  river. 
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From  different  sources  I  had  learned  with  certainty  that  the  enemy 
had  landed  neither  horses  nor  artillery,  intending  to  confine  himself  to 
the  naval  bombardment  and  infantry  assault.  Telegraphic  reports 
from  Major-General  Whiting,  received  at  1.30  p.  m.  on  the  14th  instant, 
during  this  examination,  represented  the  garrison  of  the  fort  in  fine 
condition  and  spirits.  He  asked  for  fresh  troops,  on  account  of  the 
exhaustion  produced  by  the  necessity  for  great  vigilance  at  night  to 
prevent  surprise.  Eleven  hundred  veteran  infantry,  under  an  approved 
commander,  were  immediately  put  in  motion  for  the  fort,  and  the  gen- 
eral informed.  From  an  accident  to  the  transportation,  the  steamer 
grounding,  only  500  of  these  reached  their  destination  during  the  night 
of  the  14th.  The  remainder  were,  however,  close  at  hand,  with  orders 
to  land  as  soon  as  the  enemy's  fire  would  allow.  But,  as  the  garrison 
had  been  under  fire  for  two  days  and  on  duty  but  one  night,  not  the 
slightest  apprehension  was  felt.  The  land  front,  on  which  the  assault 
must  be  made,  was  just  450  yards  in  extent,  and  the  garrison  now  fully 
2,300  arms-bearing  men,  or  four  to  the  yard,  after  manning  all  the  artil- 
lery. My  only  apprehension  was  in  regard  to  a  surprise,  and,  therefore, 
as  a  matter  of  precaution,  instructions  were  given  to  keep  out  pickets 
to  the  front,  and  to  look  well  to  the  flanks  of  the  work,  they  being  the 
only  points  considered  at  all  vulnerable.  Its  commander  was  further 
informed  that  the  troops  in  the  fort  would  be  regularly  reUeved  by  fresh 
details  as  their  physical  condition  might  require. 

The  work  on  the  land  front  consisted  of  a  parapet  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  high,  with  a  broad  ditch  more  or  less  flooded  according  to  tide, 
and  in  front  of  this  a  line  of  sharpened  palisades  ten  or  twelve  feet 
high,  extending  from  sea  to  river,  and  loop-holed  for  infantry.  To 
have  assaulted  the  enemy  behind  his  intrenchments,  covered  by  his 
fleet,  with  inferior  numbers,  would  have  exhausted  our  means  to  aid 
the  fort,  and  thereby  not  only  have  insured  its  ultimate  fall,  but  have 
opened  the  country  behind  it.  To  make  him  the  assaulting  party,  con- 
sidering our  means  for  attack  and  defense,  seemed  to  me  the  only 
policy,  and  it  promised  his  early  and  complete  discomfiture,  as  the 
first  change  of  weather  would  drive  off  the  fleet  and  leave  him  unsup- 
ported and  cut  oflT  from  supplies. 

In  this  condition  matters  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  the  15th, 
the  naval  bombardment  being  kept  up  by  day.  At  1.30  p.  m.  it  was 
reported  that  the  entire  loss  up  to  that  time  had  been  3  killed  and  32 
wounded.  No  report  had  been  received  of  any  damage  to  the  fort  or 
its  armament.  About  one  hour  later  a  dispatch  announced  the  enemy 
forming  for  a  land  assault,  and  that  most  of  the  guns  on  the  land  front 
were  disabled.  General  Hoke's  command  was  immediately  formed  for 
attack,  and  he  moved  forward  in  person  with  his  skirmish  line,  through 
the  thick  undergrowth,  close  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  receiving 
two  balls  through  his  coat.  A  heavy  line  of  battle  was  formed  along 
their  whole  front  in  rear  of  the  intrenchments,  which  were  well 
manned.  About  this  time  the  fire  of  the  fleet  slackened,  and  a  feeble, 
desultory  fire  of  musketry  was  heard  for  a  few  minutes  at  the  fort. 
Soon  the  tire  from  the  fleet  was  resumed  with  great  vigor.  Knowing 
we  had  retained  a  very  large  portion  of  the  enemy's  land  force,  and 
relying  on  the  strength  of  our  works  and  the  large  force  to  defend 
them,  confidence  was  felt  that  the  assault  was  successfully  repulsed. 
Some  unpleasant  rumors  and  reports  from  the  west  of  the  river  were 
heard  about  4.30  p.  m.,  but,  with  the  certainty  of  being  able  to  re- 
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enforce  the  garrison  that  night,  all  apprehension  was  dispelled  by  the 
f(dlowing  dispatches,  received  respectively  at  7.30  and  10  p.  m. : 

Fort  Fisher,  January  15, 1865.' 
General  Braxton  Bragg: 

The  enemy  are  assaulting  ns  by  land  and  sea.  Their  infantry  outnumbers  us. 
Can't  you  help  ust    I  am  sUgbtly  wounded. 

WHITING, 

General. 

Fort  Fisher,  January  15, 1865. 
Colonel  Anderson: 

We  still  hold  the  fort,  but  are  sorely  pressed.  Can't  you  assist  us  from  the  out- 
side t 

HILL, 
Major. 

Brigadier-General  Colquitt  had  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  fort 
and  enter  upon  the  immediate  command,  with  special  instructions.  He 
reached  Battery  Buchanan  in  time  only  to  witness  the  capture  of  such 
portions  of  the  garrison  as  had  retreated  to  that  point.  The  written 
statements  made  by  him  and  his  staff  officers  as  to  what  they  saw  are 
herewith  inclosed,  together  with  reports  which  I  called  for  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gordon  and  Major  Saunders,  two  officers  of  General 
Whiting's  staff,  sent  out  by  him  at  the  last  moment,  and  a  topograph- 
ical inap  of  the  country.*  From  all  the  information  to  be  obtained  it 
would  seem  that  the  enemy's  assault  on  the  seabeach  by  his  naval 
forces  was  handsomely  repulsed  with  great  loss  to  them,  but  that  whilst 
most  of  the  garrison  on  duty  was  thus  engaged  his  army  column,  pre- 
ceded by  a  single  regiment,  approached  along  the  river  and  entered  the 
work  on  that  flank  almost  unopposed;  that  they  were  met,  after  a 
secure  lodgment  had  been  made,  by  Major-General  Whiting  and  Colo- 
nel Lamb  with  such  force  as  they  could  collect,  and  most  gallantly, 
even  desperately,  resisted,  until  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  pre- 
vailed. 

In  this  severe  conflict,  in  which  we  were  frequently  the  attacking 

Earty,  all  accounts  agree  that  the  courage  and  devotion  of  Major- 
reneral  Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb  were  most  conspicuous;  they  both 
feU  pierced  by  severe  wounds,  at  the  head  of  their  men;  but  the 
moment  the  enemy  secured  the  sally-port  his  superior  numbers  gave 
him  every  advantage. 

Without  better  information  than  is  now  possessed,  no  opinion  should 
be  hazarded  as  to  how  this  misfortune  was  brought  about.  During  the 
short  and  sharp  struggle  which  ensued  after  the  enemy  entered  the 
fort,  our  loss  is  represented  to  have  been  about  500  killed  and  wounded. 
The  garrison  consisted  of  about  110  commissioned  officers  and  2,400  or 
2,500  men. 

The  enemy's  fleet  consisted  of  some  70  vessels,  5  of  which  were  iron- 
clads of  the  heaviest  class,  and  in  all  carried  at  least  600  guns. 

Upon  ascertaining  with  oertainty  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  I  directed 
*he  evacuation  of  the  forts  below  it  «in  the  other  side  of  the  river  whir'h 
had  now  become  useless. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  garrisoa  ■on  Smith's  Island  was  barely  accom. 
pushed  before  the  enemy's  gun-boats  entered  the  Cape  Pear,  through 
New  Inlet,  and  the  force  at  the  other  works  having  been  so  weakened 
in  re-enforcing  Fort  Fisher  as,  under  the  altered  circumstances,  to  be  at 
the  mercy  of  a  few  regiments  which  the  enemy  might  land  above 
Smithville,  necessarily  retired  to  Fort  Anderson  during  the  16th  and 
17th.  With  the  means  of  transportation  by  land  at  command,  it  was 
*See  Plate  CXXXII^  Map  No.  1  of  the  AtJas! 
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impossible  to  bring  off  any  part  of  the  armament  of  the  forts,  and 
accordingly  the  guns  were  disabled  as  far  as  practicable  and  the  maga- 
zines blown  up. 
I  havethehonorto  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General,  Commcmding. 
fOol.  W.  H.  Taylor,  Aanistant  Adjutant- General.] 

No.  23. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  T.  Gordon,  C.  8.  Army,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General,  of  operations  January  13-15. 

Headquarters  Third  Military  District, 

January  17, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  the  following  report  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  at  about  8  o'clock,  the  enemy 
opened  on  the  fort  with  the  Ironsides,  one  double  and  three  single  tur- 
reted  iron-clad  monitors,  concentrating  their  whole  fire  on  the  land 
face,  keeping  up  a  regular  fire  till  5  p.  m.  At  this  hour  three  frigates- 
Colorado,  Minnesota,  and  Wabash,  as  supposed — came  into  action  and 
continued  a  terrific  fire  until  6  p.  m.  Colonel  Lamb,  anticipating  an 
assault,  made  repeated  applications  to  Major-General  Whiting  for 
re-enforcements.  The  only  forces  available  were  those  of  the  navy 
maiining  Fort  Buchanan,  sixty  in  all,  which  were  willingly  furnished 
by  Captain  Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy.  Six  companies  were  brought  from 
the  forts  below  at  8  p.  m.,  and  150  men,  under  Maj.  James  Reilly, 
arrived  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant.  During  this 
night  the  gunners  and  troops  of  the  garrison  were  manning  the  pali- 
sades, a  general  attack  being  anticipated,  our  guns  keeping  up  a  fire, 
covering  the  land  approach,  at  intervals  during  the  entire  night. 
Major-General  Whiting,  accompanied  by  myself,  was  also  on  the  works 
and  beach  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  night,  keeping  watch  on 
the  enemy's  movements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  the  enemy  again  opened  on  the 
land  face,  the  rest  of  the  fleet  (seventy -two  in  all)  forming  in  two  lines 
of  battle;  fifteen  of  these  moved  into  position  and  joined  in  the  action, 
keeping  up  a  terrific  fire  during  the  whole  day  and  succeeding  night, 
dismantling  every  gun  on  the  land  face,  one  8-inch  colombiad  alone 
excepted.  Our  guns  replied  with  great  accuracy,  but  with  little  effect, 
the  wooden  vessels  remaining  out  of  range  of  our  shot,  making  but  slight 
impression  on  the  ironclads,  as  far  as  we  could  judge.  The  gunners 
displayed  the  greatest  gallantry  under  this  most  terrific  fire.  The 
enemy  had  also  advanced  a  line  of  sharpshooters,  who  had  sunk  rifle- 
pits,  and  annoyed  the  men  serving  the  guns  by  keeping  up  a  constant 
fire.  The  dismantled  guns  could  not  be  remounted  during  the  night, 
nor  could  the  works  be  repaired,  owing  to  the  constant  and  heavy  fire 
kept  up  by  the  enemy's  fleet  during  the  entire  night.  A  telegram  hav- 
ing been  received  from  the  commanding  general  that  Brigadier-General 
Hagood's  brigade  had  been  sent  to  re-enforce  us,  was  ordered  to  await 
their  arrival  at  Fort  Buchanan. 

About  4.30  on  the  15th  the  first  of  these  regiments  (the  Twenty-first) 
arrived,  and  shortly  afterward  the  Twenty- fifth,  under  the  command  of 
Captains  Du  Bose  and  Carson,  respectively.  The  Twenty-first  Eegiment 
at  once  moved  up  to  Fort  Fisher;  the  other  was  moved  to  the  rear  of 
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the  Moand  Battery  for  shelter  from  the  enemy's  fire,  which  at  this  time 
was  awfiil;  it  moved  np  to  Fort  Fisher  later  in  the  day.  About  fifty- 
two  ships  having  joined  the  monitors  at  8  o'clock,  they  concentrated 
their  fire,  without  any  cessation,  at  intervals,  on  different  portions  of 
the  works.  During  this  morning  of  the  day  (the  15th)  and  the  preced- 
ing night  the  enemy  landed  the  assaulting  column,  supposed,  and  as 
confirmed  by  a  prisoner,  to  number  10,000  men.  These  were  formed  in 
three  lines  across  the  entire  neck  of  laud,  covered  by  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  about  400  yards  in  front  of  the  main  body,  and  at  a  distance 
of  about  1,000  yards  from  the  fort.  On  this  force  we  brought  to  bear 
our  one  available  gun  and  three  mortars,  which  had  been  mounted 
during  the  night,  and  these  repeatedly  broke  their  line  and  temporarily 
checked  the  advance.  As  the  attacking  column  advanced  a  part  of 
the  fleet  moved  in  single  line  in  succession  ahead  of  the  skirmish  line, 
thus  enfilading  the  entire  land  face  of  the  work,  whilst  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet,  in  their  original  position,  kept  up  a  murderous  fire  on 
nearly  every  part  of  the  whole  fort.  Under  cover  of  the  dense  smoke 
a  brigade  was  moved  from  the  enemy's  left  along  the  beach,  the  tide 
being  low,  and  succeeded  in  getting  within  the  palisade  line  before 
they  were  seen,  but  were  instantly  repulsed  twice  and  driven  from 
their  position  with  heavy  loss.  Corresponding  with  this  movement  a 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  moved  up  on  our 
left  and  got  possession  of  the  first  gun  chamber. 

Lieutenant  Latham,  of  Captain  Adams'  light  battery,  was  stationed 
with  two  guns  at  a  point  commanding  the  causeway  leading  to  the 
palisade  line  (the  palisade  line  itself  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy's  fire),  with  orders  to  run  his  guns  into  position  as  soon  as  the 
fire  of  the  fleet  had  slackened.  What  occurred  at  this  period  on  the 
left  of  the  line  I  am  unable  to  state,  being  myself  engaged  on  the  right, 
and  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  the  enemy's  approach  was  by  seeing 
their  flag  planted  on  the  third  traverse.  As  soon  as  discovered  all 
the  avaUable  force  was  led  to  repulse  this  attack,  by  Major-General 
Whiting  in  person,  but  it  failed  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the  posi- 
tion occupied,  and  at  this  point  I  have,  with  much  regret,  to  state 
Major-General  W^hiting  was  seriously  wounded  and  was  carried  from 
the  field.  Major  Hill,  chief  of  the  general's  staff,  had  dispatched 
couriers  to  Battery  Buchanan  to  bring  up  the  three  remaining  regi- 
ments of  Hagood's  brigade,  who  had  been  ordered  to  remain  there  till 
sent  for  (the  fire  from  the  fleet  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  any 
troops  to  move),  when  it  was  discovered  that  this  force  had  never 
reached  Battery  Buchanan  (a  circumstance  much  indeed  to  be  re- 
gretted). I  was  then  ordered  by  Major-General  Whiting  to  communi- 
cate with  the  commanding  general,  which  I  immediately  attempted  to 
do,  as  he  is  aware.  What  occurred,  therefore,  subsequently  to  my 
leaving  the  field  I  only  know  from  hearsay;  but  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  state  that  I  was  informed,  as  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving,  that  a 
flag  of  truce  had  been  hoisted  by  the  enemy  and  answered  by  some  ofii- 
cer,  who  then  surrendered  himself  and  300  men  to  the  enemy,  and  that 
a  regiment  of  the  enemy  had  been  marched  into  the  gallery  of  the  sally- 
port. I  have  also  to  add  that  the  garrison,  though  in  good  heart,  was 
sadly  worn  out  by  the  hard  work  they  were  called  upon  to  perform  by  day 
and  night,  but  that  a  feeling  of  much  disappoiiitment  existed  that  the 
long-looked-for  co-operation  from  the  forces  outside,  which  they  expected 
would  have  been  rendered,  failed  to  assist  them  in  their  hour  of  need 

G.  T.  GOEDON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  InspectorQeneral. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Andeeson,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chap.  LVni.)'  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  FISHER,  N.  C.  437 

No.  24. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  J.  Saunders,  C.  8.  Army,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of 
operations  January  IS-lh. 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  18, 1865. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  verbal  instructions,  I  have  the  honor, 
respectfully,  to  report  that  on  Friday,  the  13th  instant,  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Hubert  to  proceed  to  Fort  Fisher,  then  menaced 
by  a  powerful  fleet  of  the  enemy.  Upon  my  arrival  I  reported  at  once 
to  the  post  commandant,  who  requested  that  I  would  perform  my  duties 
as  chief  of  artillery.  The  action  began  at  8  a.  m.  by  the  Ironsides  and 
four  monitorb,  one  a  double  turreted  and  the  other  three  single  tur- 
reted.  Their  firing  was  slow  and  deliberate  and  directed  upon  the 
land  face  of  the  fort,  evidently  with  a  view  to  dismounting  our  guns 
and  breaking  down  the  palisades  in  front  of  the  work.  Our  guns, 
under  my  immediate  command,  replied  steadily  and  with  accuracy,  but 
I  am  unable  to  state  with  what  effect.  In  the  afternoon  several  frigates, 
having  formed  a  second  line  of  battle  on  our  sea  face,  opened  a  tremen- 
dous bombardment  on  our  works.  As  soon  as  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
ceased  the  troops  were  taken  to  the  palisade  line,  upon  which  I  posted 
(by  order  of  the  major-general  commanding)  six  light  gnus.  During 
the  entire  night  (at  intervals  of  half  an  hour)  I  fired  from  different  por- 
tions of  the  land  face,  as  also  with  my  light  guns,  up  the  beach,  having 
previously  (at  dark)  opened  with  all  of  them  upon  the  woods  covering 
the  approach  to  the  fort,  to  dislodge,  if  possible,  any  of  the  enemy  who 
might  seek  to  throw  up  works  at  that  point,  as  also  to  open  the  road 
for  the  re-enforcements  expected  from  that  direction.  During  the  night 
the  Ironsides  and  monitors  occupied  their  relative  positions  of  the  day 
before,  all  being  quiet  in  that  direction. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  the  enemy  again 
opened  from  the  ironclads,  directing  their  fire  as  on  the  day  before.  A 
number  of  sharpshooters  had  likewise  effected  a  lodgment  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  fort,  and  annoyed  our  gunners  at  their  work.  During 
this  day  the  enemy  dismounted  all  of  our  guns  on  the  land  face,  with 
the  exception  of  one  8-inch  columbiad,  three  32-pounders  (smooth-bores), 
and  one  30-pounder  Parrott.  These,  however,  kept  a  steady  fire. 
During  the  whole  of  this  night  the  enemy  kept  up  a  steady  fire  on  the 
fort,  rendering  it  impossible  for  us  to  remount  the  guns,  excepting  one 
10-inch  mortar,  two  24-pounder  Coehorn  mortars  liaving  been  placed 
in  the  gun  chambers  of  the  land  face.  The  enemy's  fire  was  very  effect- 
ive, killing  and  wounding  many  of  our  men  on  the  palisade  line,  and 
still  further  increasing  their  already  exhausted  condition,  which,  from 
want  of  rest  and  food,  was  very  great. 

The  troops  were  withdrawn  at  daylight  and  held  in  readiness  to 
resist  the  assaulting  column,  which  during  the  day  (Sunday,  the  15th 
instant)  were  being  landed  and  formed  in  three  lines  across  the  neck 
of  land  upon  which  the  works  were  built,  a  line  of  skirmishers  being 
thrown  some  400  yards  to  their  front,  and  at  about  1,000  yards  from 
the  fort.  Meanwhile  (from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning)  a  tremendous 
fire  was  kept  up  from  the  entire  fleet,  numbering  seventy-two  vessels 
of  all  classes.  From  a  number  of  these  (I  am  unable  to  state  how 
many,  but  should  think  a  sufficient  number  to  bring  300  guns  to  bear 
on  the  works)  a  concentrated  fire  was  directed  at  diflFerent  portions  of 
the  works,  which  was  kept  up  at  intervals  of  ten  and  twenty  minutes.  Its 
effect  was  terrible,  the  works  being  torn  to  pieces  and  every  gun  on  the 
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land  face  (except  one  8-mch  colnmbiad)  dismounted.  Our  mortars,  with 
this  gun,  however,  kept  up  a  steady  flre  upon  the  enemy's  line  of  intiantry, 
whilst  our  sea-face  batteries  replied  with  steadiness  and  coolness  to  the 
fire  of  the  fleet,  but  as  I  was  engaged  entirely  on  the  land  face,  for  want 
of  data  not  now  to  be  had,  I  am  unable  to  report  with  what  effect.  The 
exhausted  condition  of  our  men,  now  greatly  decimated  by  fifty-six 
hours  of  hard  fighting,  the  major-general  commanding  being  unable  to 
relieve  them  without,  in  effect,  evacuating  his  works  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  from  which  he  had  drawn  as  heavily  (in  re-enforcing  Colonel 
Lamb)  as  he  could,  rendered  it  necessary  to  fire  at  the  fleet  seldom  and 
at  long  intervals.  This  may  in  some  measure  account  for  their  being 
able  to  keep  up  their  heavy  fire,  as  none  of  their  ships  were  withdrawn 
from  action.  Under  cover  of  the  smoke  of  this  terrific  fire  the  enemy 
threw  forward  a  column(supposed  to  be  a  brigade)  from  the  left  of  their 
line  along  the  sea  beach  (the  tide  being  low),  who  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  right  of  our  palisade  line  before  they  were  discovered.  This  advance 
was  quickly  and  gallantly  repulsed  by  our  troops  with  heavy  loss.  The 
attack  on  the  flank  of  the  work  would  now  seem  to  have  been  only  a 
feint,  to  be  converted  into  a  real  attack  as  circumstances  might  deter- 
mine, since  a  heavier  column  had  approached  under  cover  of  the  hill 
and  woods  on  the  river  side  (our  left)  and  succeeded  in  gaining  a  foot- 
hold on  our  works. 

It  was  whilst  this  attack  was  going  on  on  our  sea  front  that  Colonel 
Lamb  (as  I  was  confidently  informed)  reported  to  Major-General  Whit- 
ing the  fact  of  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  all  points.  The  enemy,  in 
his  hurried  retreat,  were  destroyed  in  large  numbers.  Such  guns  on  the 
sea  face  as  would  bear,  together  with  our  only  remaining  gun  (an  8-inch 
columbiad),  opened  on  them  with  canister  at  short  range.  It  was  while 
engaged  in  bringing  this  last  gun  to  bear  on  them  that  I  discovered 
that  their  assaulting  column  had  gained  a  position  on  the  left  of  our 
works,  when  I  immediately  ordered  the  officer  in  charge  (Lieutenant 
Swain)  to  traverse  his  gun  and  open  on  them,  the  gun  having  a  flank- 
ing fire,  and  at  once  led  in  person  the  troops  collected  at  this  point  (as 
the  only  field  officer  present)  to  attack  them  down  the  parapet  of  the 
work.  The  fire  of  the  heavy  force  of  sharpshooters  on  the  enemy's  right, 
together  with  the  torn  up  condition  of  the  work,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  take  them  down  within  the  work,  where  I  joined  Major-General  Whit- 
ing, who  was  leading  his  men  in  person  with  the  entire  disposable  force, 
hurrying  on  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position.  I  had  been  pre- 
viously wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  right;  I  fell  at  the  foot  of  the  fifth 
traverse  from  the  left  of  the  work,  the  enemy  having  possession  of  and 
firing  from  the  third,  when  I  was  taken  up  and  carried  into  a  magazine. 
As  soon  as  I  recovered  sufficiently  I  rejoined  Major-General  Whiting, 
whom,  I  was  informed,  was  wounded  in  the  bombproof. 

At  this  juncture  Colonel  Lamb  entered,  wounded,  and  told  the  gen- 
eral that  his  men,  whom  he  had  endeavored  to  lead  from  the  works 
on  the  sea  front  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  lodgment  on  our  left, 
would  not  follow  him.  General  Whiting,  although  wounded,  was  still 
directing  as  far  as  possible  the  movements  of  his  small  force,  when 
Major  Reilly  rushed  in  and  reported  the  astounding  fact  that  an  officer, 
having  put  his  handkerchief  on  a  ramrod  whilst  he  was  temporarily  in 
another  portion  of  his  command,  had  surrendered  300  of  his  men  and 
admitted  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  into  the  galleries  of  the  sally-port  on 
the  land  face.  The  general,  who  had  repeatedly  ordered  Colonel  Qrar 
ham,  with  the  remainder  of  Hagood's  brigade,  whom  he  supposed  at  the 
Mound  Battery,  directed  me  to  bring  him  up  without  delay.    I  need 
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not  add  that  the  troops  were  not  there,  and  the  want  of  them  lost  us 
the  fort.  On  attempting  to  rejoin  the  general  I  found  that  the  enemy, 
in  overwhelming  force,  covered  the  land  and  sea  face^  and  were  firing 
from  the  parapet  of  the  work,  in  the  bombproof  of  which  I  had  left  the 
general.  I  returned  to  Battery  Buchanan  and  advised  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  the  force  at  this  point,  as  the  enemy  had  the  fort  and 
were  then  marching  on  the  battery,  the  troops  for  whose  defense  were 
reduced  to  the  gun  detachments  in  re-enforcing  the  fort,  the  guns  hav- 
ing been  spiked.  The  bombproof  being  full  of  wounded,  the  command- 
ing ofBcer  was  unable  to  blow  up  the  magazine.  This  command  was 
safely  brought  off,  but,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  steamer,  numbers  of  our 
poor  fellows  who  were  retreating  before  the  enemy  were  left  on  the 
beach.  I  came  off  with  the  naval  officer  commanding  Battery  Buchanan 
at  10.40  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  J.  SAUNDERS, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Col.  Akcheb  Anderson, 

Aumatant  Adjutant- General, 


Ao.  yjj. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Geii.  William  H.  ('.  Whitinf/,  C,  S.  Army,  of  operations 

January  !/'>. 

Fort  Fisher,  January  18, 1865. 

General  :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  inform  you,  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
of  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  night  of  the  15th  instant,  after  an 
assault  of  unpi-ecedeuted  fury,  both  by  sea  and  land,  lasting  from  Fri- 
day morning  uutil  Sunday  night. 

On  Thursday  night  the  enemy's  fleet  was  reported  off  the  fort.  On 
Friday  morning  the  fleet  opened  very  heavily.  On  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, during  the  furious  bombardment  on  the  fort,  the  enemy  were 
allowed  to  laud  without  molestation  and  to  throw  up  a  light  line  of  fleld- 
works  from  Battery  Eamseur  to  the  river,  thus  securing  his  position 
from  molestation  and  making  the  fate  of  Fort  Fisher,  under  the  circum- 
stances, but  a  question  of  time. 

On  Sunday  the  fire  of  the  fleet  reached  a  pitch  of  fury  to  which  no 
language  can  do  justice.  It  was  concentrated  on  the  land  front  and 
fort.  In  a  short  time  nearly  every  gun  was  dismounted  or  disabled, 
and  the  garrison  suffered  severely  from  the  fire.  At  3  o'clock  the 
enemy's  land  force,  which  had  been  gradually  and  slowly  advancing, 
formed  into  two  colnmns  for  assault. 

The  garrison  during  the  fierce  bombardment  was  not  able  to  stand 
to  the  parapets,  and  many  of  the  re-enforcements  were  obliged  to  be 
kept  at  a  great  distance  from  the  fort.  As  the  enemy  here  slackened 
his  fire  to  allow  the  assault  to  take  place,  the  men  hastily  manned  the 
ramparts  and  gallantly  repulsed  the  right  column  of  assault.  Portion 
of  the  troops  ou  the  left  had  also  repelled  the  first  rush  to  the  left  of 
the  work.  The  greater  portion  of  the  garrison  being,  however,  engaged 
on  the  right,  and  not  being  [able]  to  man  the  entire  work,  the  enemy 
succeeded  in  making  a  lodgment  on  the  left  flank,  planting  two  of  his 
regimental  flags  in  the  traverses.    From  this  point  we  could  not  dis- 
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lodge  him,  though  we  forced  him  to  take  down  his  flag,  from  the  fire 
from  our  most  tlistant  guns,  our  owu  traverses  protecting  him  from 
such  fire.  From  this  [time]  it  was  a  succession  of  fighting  from 
traverse  to  traverse,  and  from  line  to  line,  until  9  o'clock  at  night, 
when  we  were  overpowered  and  all  resistance  ceased. 

The  fall  both  of  the  general  and  the  colonel  commanding  the  fort, 
one  about  4  and  the  other  about  4.30  p.  m.,  had  a  perceptible  effect  upon 
the  men,  and  no  doubt  hastened  greatly  the  result;  but  we  were  over- 
powered, and  no  skill  or  gallantry  could  have  saved  the  place,  aft«r  he 
effected  a  lodgment,  except  attack  in  the  rear. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  very  heavy,  and  so,  also,  our  own.  Of  the  latter, 
as  a  prisoner,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  gallant  Major  Reilly,  who  had  fought  the  fort  after  the 
fall  of  his  superiors,  reported  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  sally-port. 
The  brave  Captain  Van  Benthuysen,  of  the  marines,  though  himself 
badlj'  wounded,  with  a  squad  of  his  men  picked  up  the  general  and  col- 
onel and  endeavored  to  make  way  to  Battery  Buchanan,  followed  by 
EeiUy  with  the  remnant  of  the  force.  On  reaching  there  it  was  found 
•  to  be  evacuated;  by  whose  order,  or  what  authority,  I  know  not.  No 
boats  were  there.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  had  been  coolly  aban- 
doned to  its  fate.  Nothing  was  left  but  to  await  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  who  took  us  about  10  p.  m.  Thus  fell  Fort  Fisher  after  three 
days'  battle,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  war.  The  fleet  surpassed 
its  tremendous  effort  upon  the  previous  attack. 

The  fort  has  fallen  in  precisely  the  manner  indicated  so  often  by 
myself,  and  to  which  your  attention  hasbeen  so  frequently  called,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  ample  force  provided  by  you  to  meet  the  contingency. 
The  fleet  never  attempted  to  enter  until  after  the  land  force  had  done 
its  work,  anda  of  course,  unless  the  supporting  force  i)layed  its  part.  Fort 
Fisher  must  have  fallen.  Making  every  allowance  for  the  extraordinary 
vigor  and  force  of  the  enemy's  assault,  and  the  terrific  effect  of  the  fire  of 
the  fleet  upon  the  garrison,  and  the  continual  and  incessant  enfilading  of 
the  whole  point  from  Battery  Buchanan  to  the  fort,  thereby  preventing  to 
a  great  extent  the  movement  of  my  troops,  I  think  that  the  result  might 
have  been  avoided,  and  Fort  Fisher  still  held,  if  the  commanding  general 
had  have  done  his  duty.  I  charge  him  with  this  loss ;  with  neglect  of 
duty  in  this,  that  he  either  refused  or  neglected  to  carry  out  every 
suggestion  made  to  him  in  oiBcial  communications  by  me  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops,  and  especially  that  he,  failing  to  appreciate  the  lesson 
to  be  derived  from  previous  attempt  of  Butler,  instead  of  keeping  his 
troops  in  the  position  to  attack  the  enemy  on  his  appearance,  he  moves 
tJiem  twenty  miles  from  the  point  of  landing  in  spite  of  repeated  warn- 
ings. He  might  have  learned  from  his  failure  to  interrupt  either  the 
landing  or  the  embarking  of  Butler  for  two  days  with  his  troops,  though 
disgraceful  enough,  would  indicate  to  the  enemy  that  he  would  have 
the  same  security  for  any  future  expedition.  The  previous  failure  was 
due  to  Fort  Fisher  alone,  and  not  to  any  of  the  supporting  troops.  I 
charge  him  further  with  making  no  effort  whatever  to  create  a  diversion 
in  favor  of  the  beleaguered  garrison  during  the  three  days'  battle,  by 
attacking  the  enemy,  though  that  was  to  be  expected,  since  his  delay 
and  false  disposition  allowed  the  enemy  to  secure  his  rear  by  works,  but 
works  of  no  strength.  I  desire  that  a  full  investigation  be  had  of  this 
matter  and  these  charges  which  I  make ;  they  will  be  fully  borne  out  by 
the  ofiicia]  records.  I  have  only  to  add  that  the  commanding  general 
on  learning  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  would  give  me  no  orders  what- 
ever, and  persistently  refused  from  the  beginning  to  allow  me  to  have 
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auytldng  to  do  with  tbe  troops  from  General  Lee's  army.  J  conse- 
quently repaired  to  Fort  Fisher  as  the  place  where  my  own  sense  of 
duty  called  me. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
MoQor-Qeneral  {priawier  of  war). 
General  B.  £.  Lee, 

Commanding  Armies  Confederate  States. 


Hospital,  Fort  Columbxis,  Governor's  ISLAm), 

New  York  Harbor,  February  19, 1865. 

The  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  dispatch  dictated  to  Major  Hill  in 
the  hospital  at  Fort  Fisher  (and  preserved  in  his  notebook)  on  the  18th 
of  January,  1865,  and  which  I  intended  to  have  endeavored  to  forward 
at  tha,t  time  by  flag  of  truce,  and  accordingly  made  a  request  of  Gen- 
eral Terry.  On  his  reply  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  refer  it  to 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  I  concluded  to  postpone  the  report.  I  wish 
to  add  a  few  remarks  upon  the  difference  between  tbe  two  attacks,  and 
also  give  some  information  which  I  have  acquired.  Had  the  enemy 
assaulted  the  work  on  the  first  attack,  he  would  have  been  beaten  off 
with  great  slaughter.  The  fire  of  the  fleet  on  that  occasion,  though 
very  severe  and  formidable,  was  very  diffuse  and  scattered,  seemingly 
more  designed  to  render  a  naval  entrance  secure  than  a  land  attack, 
consequently  our  defense  was  but  slightly  damaged.  We  had  nineteen 
guns  bearing  on  the  assault,  and  above  all,  the  palisade  was  almost  a» 
good  as  new.  Moreover,  the  fleet,  during  the  first  bombardment,  hauled 
off  at  night,  leaving  the  garrison  time  for  rest,  cooking,  and  refresh- 
ment. It  is  rema.rkable  that  during  the  first  bombardment  no  gun's 
crew  was  ever  driven  from  its  guns;  but  on  the  13th  and  14th  of 
January  the  fleet  stationed  itself  with  the  definite  object  of  destroying 
the  land  defense  by  direct  and  enfilade  fire,  the  latter  a,  feu  d'enfilement 
to  knock  down  the  traverses,  destroying  all  guns,  and  pound  the 
northeast  salient  into  a  practicable  slope  for  the  assaulting  column. 
By  12  m.  Sunday  not  a  gun  remained  on  the  land  front.  The  palisade 
was  entirely  swept  away,  the  mines  in  advance,  so  deeply  did  the 
enemy's  shot  plough,  were  isolated  from  the  wires  and  could  not  be 
used.  Not  a  man  could  show  his  head  in  that  infernal  storm,  and  I 
could  only  keep  a  lookout  in  the  safest  position  to  inform  me  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Contrary  to  previous  practice,  the  fleet 
kept  up  the  fire  all  night.  Cooking  was  impracticable.  The  men,  in 
great  part,  in  Fisher  at  the  second  attack  were  not  those  of  the  first, 
and  were  much  more  demoralized.  The  casualties  were  greater,  with  but 
one  ration  for  three  days.  Such  was  the  condition  when  the  parapets 
were  manned  on  the  enemy's  ceasing  firing  for  assault. 

As  soon  as  a  lodgment  was  made  at  Shepherd's  battery,  on  the  left, 
the  engineers  at  once  threw  up  a  strong  covering  work  in  rear  of 
Fisher,  and  no  effort  of  ours  against  overwhelming  numbers  could  dis- 
lodge them. 

Then  was  the  time  for  the  supporting  force,  which  was  idly  looking 
on  only  three  miles  off,  which  could  see  the  columns  on  the  beach,  to 
have  made  an  attack  upon  the  rear  of  the  assaulting  columns;  at  any 
rate,  to  have  tried  to  save  Fort  Fisher,  while  the  garrison  had  hurled 
one  assaulting  column,  crippled,  back,  and  were  engaged  for  six  hours 
with  5,000  men  vigorously  assaulting  it. 
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General  Bragg  was  held  iu  check  by  two  brigades  of  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Troops,  along  a  line  of  no  impediment  whatever.  Once  at  this 
line  by  the  river  bank  with  his  three  batteries  of  artillery,  and  his  whole 
force  steadily  advancing,  the  enemy's  fleet  could  not  have  fired  again 
without  hurting  their  own  men.  The  enemy  had  not  a  single  piece  of 
artiDery ;  altogether  about  7,000  or  8,000  men.  Pushing  our  batteries  to 
Camp  Wyatt  and  Colonel  Lamb's  headquarters,  and  opening  heavily  on 
Shepherd's  battery,  with  an  advance  of  our  Iroops,  and  such  of  the 
enemy  as  could  not  have  escaped  in  boats  must  have  fallen  into  our 
hands;  but  it  was  not  to  be.  I  went  into  the  fort  with  the  conviction 
that  it  was  to  be  sacrificed,  for  the  last  I  heard  Geaeral  Bragg  say  was 
to  point  out  a  line  to  fall  back  on  if  Fort  Fisher  fell.  In  all  his  career 
of  failure  and  defeat  from  Pensacola  out,  there  has  been  no  such  chance 
missed,  and  no  such  stupendous  disaster. 

Wounded,  in  the  hospital,  with  mortification  at  the  shameful  haste,  I 
heard  the  blowing  up  of  Fort  Caswell  before  the  enemy  had  dared  to 
enter  the  harbor. 

I  demand,  in  justice  to  the  country,  to  the  army,  and  to  myself,  that  the 
course  of  this  officer  be  investigated.  Take  his  notorious  congratulatory 
Order  No.  14  [17*],  with  its  numerous  errors,  and  compare  his  language 
with  the  result.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  sent  to  Wilmington  for. 
I  had  hoped  that  I  was  considered  competent.  I  acquiesced  with  feel- 
ings of  great  mortification.  My  proper  place  was  in  command  of  the 
troops  you  sent  to  support  the  defense;  then  I  should  not  now  be  a 
prisoner,  and  an  efi'ort  at  least  would  have  been  made  to  save  a  harbor 
on  which  I  had  expended  for  two  years  all  the  labor  and  skill  I  had.  I 
should  not  have  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  works  which  our  very 
foes  admire,  yielding  after  four  days'  attack,  given  up  and  abandoned 
without  even  an  attempt  to  save  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Major- General  {prisoner  of  war). 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Armies  Confederate  States. 


No.  26. 


Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Alfred  H.  Colquitt,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  bri- 
gade. 

Headquaeters  Colquitt's  Brigade, 

January  17, 1865. 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement: 

In  accordance  with  instructions  ftom  the  general  commanding,  I  left 
the  landing  at  Sugar  Loaf  in  a  row-boat  about  9  p.  m.  of  the  15th  instant, 
with  a  view  to  proceed  to  Fort  Fisher  and  assume  command.  I  was 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Washington,  of  General  Hoke's  staff,  and 
Lieutenants  Estill  and  Colquitt,  of  my  own  staff.  The  accounts  which 
had  been  given  from  Battery  Lamb  and  other  points  excited  the  appre- 
hension that  the  fort  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  A  dispatch 
from  General  Whiting,  dated  at  the  fort  at  6.30  p.  m.,  dispelled  these 
apprehensions  and  gave  the  assurance  that  the  fort  was  still  holding 

*  See  Vol.  XLII,  Part  I,  p.  99ft 
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out.  I  directed  the  crew  of  the  boat  to  row  directly  to  Fort  Fisher. 
They  represented  that  it  was  impossible  to  land  there  in  consequence 
of  rocks,  shallow  water,  &c.  I  insisted  that  they  should  land  there 
in  spite  of  obstacles,  but  they  urged  the  impracticability  of  it,  and 
that  it  was  not  fear  of  the  enemy  which  gave  rise  to  their  conclusion. 
We  landed,  therefore,  400  or  500  yards  from  Battery  Buchanan,  between 
the  battery  and  Fort  Fisher.  I  was  not  hailed,  and  did  not  see  a  sen- 
tinel or  picket.  A  short  distance  from  the  point  of  landing  I  found 
a  shanty,  with  several  negroes  and  one  or  two  white  men  in  it.  They 
reported  that  Fisher  was  taken,  which,  as  I  distrusted,  I  required  one 
of  them  to  come  out  and  go  with  me  as  guide.  I  was  about  starting 
when  an  officer,  representing  himself  as  Captain  Muiin,  with  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  men,  without  arms,  came  up.  These  I  took  for  a  fatigue 
detail,  until  the  captain  informed  me  that  the  fort  was  evacuated ;  that 
he  had  just  come  from  it,  and  that  General  Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb 
were  already  at  Battery  Buchanan.  I  still  doubted  whether  it  could 
be  true,  but  concluded  to  go  first  to  Buchanan  before  trying  to  euter 
the  fort.  As  T  neared  the  battery  with  the  boat,  I  was  hailed  by  a 
horseman  who  inquired  who  we  were.  I  landed,  and  found  about  the 
battery  a  croAvd  of  men  mingling  together,  without  organization  and 
without  arms.  I  did  hear  some  officer  calling  out  for  Company  E  of 
some  regiment.  I  inquired  for  General  Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb, 
and  was  informed  they  were  there.  Meeting  an  officer,  he  said  he 
would  carry  me  to  Colonel  Lamb,  who  was  wounded.  J.  found  the 
colonel  prostrate  with  a  wound,  which  he  thought,  however,  was  not 
severe.  In  answer  to  my  inquiry  whether  anything  more  could  be  done, 
he  replied  that  a  fresh  brigade  might  then  retake  the  fort.  I  told  hiiu 
there  was  no  brigade  with  me,  and  wished  to  know  of  him  the  condition 
of  the  men  who  had  escaped.  He  said  that  when  he  was  wounded 
everything  broke  up  in  consternation  and  was  utterly  disorganized, 
and  that  no  further  efforts  cpuld  effect  anything  with  the  resources  then 
available.  My  interview  with  him  lasted  but  a  minute,  and  as  my  object 
was  to  learn  the  immediate  condition  of  affairs,  I  made  no  inquiries  of 
him  respecting  the  incidents  connected  with  the  capture  of  the  fort. 
As  I  left  him  to  seek  General  Whiting,  a  messenger  came  running  to 
me  from  Lieutenants  Estill  and  Colquitt,  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  left 
at  the  boat,  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  was  upon  us,  and  that 
in  a  minute  longer  we  could  not  escape.  .  Walking  in  the  direction  of 
the  boat,  which  was  lying  about  fifty  yards  from  the  battery  toward 
the  enemy,  I  perceived  a  line  of  his  troops  advancing  with  two  colors 
flying.  They  were  not  more  than  100  yards  from  the  battery.  The 
night  was  bright,  with  a  full  moon.  I  had  just  time  to  reach  the  boat 
and  shove  off  as  the  line  advanced  to  the  battery,  its  right  flank  passing 
within  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  me.  I  crossed  the  river  to  Battery  Lamb, 
and  telegraphed  you  from  that  point  certain  information  of  the  loss  of 
the  fort.    I  reported  to  you  in  person  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  16th  instant. 

I  had  no  communication,  except  that  alluded  to,  with  Colonel  Lamb, 
with  any  person  known  to  me,  but  promiscuous  accounts  agreed  that 
the  fort  was  entered  about  two  hours  before  sundown  and  that  fighting 
continued  at  intervals  untU  dark,  when  all  firing  ceased.  I  think  there 
were  at  Battery  Buchanan  300  or  400  men,  and  many  of  them  drunk. 
The  artillerists  who  manned  the  battery  had,  previous  to  my  arrival, 
spiked  the  guns  and  made  their  escape  in  small  boats.  There  were  no 
boats  left.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  a  more  satisfactory  account  of 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  but  I  had  no 
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opportunity  of  learning  more  tlian  is  here  stated,  as  a  few  minutes 
only  elapsed  between  my  arrival  at  the  battery  and  its  occupation  by 
the  enemy. 

I  send  herewith,  as  requested,  the  written  statements  of  Lieutenants 
Washington,  Estill,  and  Colquitt. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  COLQUITT, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Lieut.  Col.  Akcher  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Inclosure  Ko.  1.] 

Headquaeteks  Colquitt's  Brigade, 

Sugar  Loaf,  N.  C,  January  IT,  1S65. 

Lieut.  Col.  Abcheb  Andebson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral  : 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  your  note  of  this  morning  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  statements  in  regard  to  my  visit  to  Battery  Buch- 
anan with  General  Colquitt: 

We  left  Sugar  Loaf  Landing  about  8.30  o'clock  with  the  intention  of 
going  to  Fort  Fisher.  General  Colquitt  was  very  anxious  to  land  i  mme- 
diately  at  the  fort,  but  owing  to  some  statements  of  the  boatmen  was 
forced  to  order  them  to  land  as  near  as  possible  to  the  fort.  Some  time 
before  we  reached  the  land  all  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fisher  had 
ceased,  and  the  enemy's  fleet  and  land  forces  seemed  engaged  in  mak- 
ing a  grand  pyrotechnical  display.  We  landed,  as  one  of  the  boatmen 
informed  us,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Battery  Buchanan  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  We  walked  up  about  fifty  yards  from  the 
bea«h  to  a  small  hut,  which  proved  to  be  a  blacksmith  shop.  We  called, 
and  a  man,  who  was  either  a  mulatto  or  a  badly  smoked  white  man, 
made  his  appearance.  I  entered  the  shop  and  found  three  or  four 
negroes  lying  about  the  forge  asleep.  The  general  inquired  of  the  man 
the  route  to  Fort  Fisher.  The  man  replied  very  unconcernedly  that 
the  Yankees  were  up  there.  The  general  told  him  he  must  have  a 
guide  to  Fort  Fisher,  and  inquired  the  way  to  Battery  Bubhanau. 
While  this  conversation  was  progressing  a  squatl  of  about  fifteen  men 
made  their  appearance,  in  flight  from  Fort  Fisher  or  that  direction;  I 
took  them  for  stragglers.  The  general  called  out  to  them  to  know 
where  they  were  going  and  where  they  were  from.  They  replied  that 
they  were  the  last  men  from  the  fort ;  that  the  Yankees  were  in  posses- 
sion of  it.  They  spied  our  boat  and  started  toward  it.  We  succeeded 
in  stopping  them,  and  the  general  inquired  if  there  was  an  officer  with 
them.  One  stepped  forward  and  gave  his  name  as  Captain  Munn. 
The  general  then  asked  him  where  General  Whiting  was.  He  replied 
that  General  Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb  were  both  wounded  and  had 
been  carried  to  Battery  Buchanan. 

The  general  ordered  him  to  take  charge  of  those  men,  and  report  to 
Colonel  Lamb  at  Battery  Buchanan.  These  men  were  without  guns, 
without  accouterments,  some  of  them  without  hats,  and  all  in  a  very 
bad  state  of  demoralization.  We  then  debated  the  question  as  to 
going  to  Battery  Buchanan  by  land  or  water.  Fortunately,  the  gen- 
eral concluded  to  keep  the  boat  in  sight.  In  a  few  miautes  we  were 
landed  in  forty  yards  of  Battery  Buchanan.  There  was  a  man  on 
horseback  on  the  beach  who  hailed  us  before  we  landed.  As  soon  as 
I  stepped  on  land  I  asked  this  man  the  news.    He  said  the  fort  was 
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"  gone  np,"  and  that  the  Yaukeer  would  be  on  us  in  a  few  minutes; 
that  General  Whiting  was  wounded,  and  that  he  was  anxious  to  get 
him  off.  The  general  ordered  Lieutenant  Estill,  ordnance  officer,  and 
myself  to  remain  with  the  boat  while  he  went  to  see  General  Whiting. 
The  beach  was  crowded  with  a  disorganized,  demoralized  rabble,  and 
it  was  with  the  utmost  difiBculty  that  we  prevented  them  from  taking 
our  boat.  I  asked  of  an  officer,  the  coolest  man  I  saw,  at  what  hour 
the  enemy  got  into  the  fort.  He  replied,  about  two  hours  by  sun.  "What 
in  the  world  have  you  been  doing  since?"  This  he  answered  by  stating 
that  he  had  been  fighting  in  the  fort  ever  since,  until  dark,  when  the 
garrison  commenced  leaving,  and  that  he  presumed  all  had  left  by 
that  time.  This  consumed  about  five  minutes.  The  Yankee  skirmish 
line  was  now  within  fifty  yards  of  as.  They  halted  and  commenced 
reconnoitering  the  battery.  The  Yankee  line  of  battle  now  came  in 
sight.  I  sent  one  of  the  boatmen  for  the  general,  but  made  up  my  mind 
to  spend  the  winter  North.  The  line  of  battle  was  now  at  their  skir- 
mishers. The  general  was  now  coming.  I  showed  him  the  Yankees, 
and  all  of  us  jumped  into  the  boat.  We  pushed  off",  and  just  as  we 
made  the  first  stroke  of  the  oars  the  Yankee  line  swept  by,  in  twenty 
yards  of  us,  and  entered  Battery  Buchanan.  I  saw  no  organized  body 
of  men  while  1  was  near  the  battery,  except  the  enemy.  All  of  our  men 
were  in  a  state  of  panic  and  demoralization ;  no  organization,  no  guns, 
nothing  but  confusion  and  dismay.  The  only  man  I  saw  with  a  gun 
was  a  drunken  Irish  marine,  who  cocked  it  and  presented  it  at  me. 
Suppose  the  batt«ry  engaged  so  much  attention  that  our  boat  was 
overlooked  as  we  rowed  oft'. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

HUGH  H.  UOLQUITT, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

[lucloAure  No.  2.  J 

Headquarters  Colquitt's  Brigade, 

January  17,1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  order  I  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  statement  of  what  I  saw  and  heard  on  the  night  of  January 
15,  at  Fort  Fisher: 

We  were  landed  midway  between  Battery  Buchanan  and  Fort  Fisher 
about  midnight.  There  was  a  building  at  this  place,  and  from  the 
chimney  smoke  and  sparks  were  flying.  Upon  going  up  to  it  we  found 
it  filled  with  negroes.  They  informed  us  that  Fort  Fisher  was  captured. 
General  Colquitt  refused  to  credit  it,  and  with  some  difficulty  prevailed 
upon  one  of  the  hands  to  guide  him  to  the  fort.  Immediately  a|fter 
starting  we  were  met  by  a  Captain  Munn,  with  a  squad  of  six  or  eight 
men  unarmed.  He  told  us  that  the  fort  was  in  full  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  he  had  just  made  his  escape.  We  still  doubted  if 
the  fort  was  captured,  but  deemed  it  prudent  to  visit  Battery  Buchanan 
first,  especially  as  Captain  Munn  informed  us  that  General  Whiting 
was  there.  Upon  landing  at  Buchanan  we  found  no  one  upon  the 
lookout,  save  one  horseman.  There  were  no  pickets.  Men  were  wan- 
dering about  in  confusion,  unarmed,  and  disorganized.  These  at  once 
confirmed  the  capture  of  Fisher.  The  general  proceeded  forthwith  to 
the  battery,  leaving  myself  and  Lieutenant  Colquitt,  in  conjunction 
with  the  crew,  to  care  for  the  boat.  This  was  a  work  of  considerable 
difficulty,  and  occupied  our  attention  to  such  a  degree  that  we  did  not 
learn  as  much  of  the  capture  of  Fisher  as  we  could  have  desired.    I 
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saw  but  one  person  who  seemed  to  have  his  wits  about  him.  He  was 
a  captain;  his  name  and  regiment  I  did  not  learu.  He  stated  that  the 
enemy  entered  Fisher  about  two  and  a  half  hours  before  sunset ;  that  from 
that  time  until  dark  fighting  continued  in  the  fort;  that  the  enemy 
continued  to  pour  in  troops  upon  them,  and  that  about  dark  resistance 
ceased.  I  did  not  learn  from  him  whether  any  opposition  was  made  to 
their  entrance  in  the  first  place.  In  fact  I  heard  no  one  mention  that 
fighting  occurred  anterior  to  the  time  of  entrance.  My  conversation 
with  this  officer  was  broken  off  by  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers. They  came  to  within  fifty  or  seventy-five  yards  of  us  and 
halted.  After  consulting  with  Lieutenant  Colquitt  we  dispatched  one  of 
the  crew  to  notify  the  general.  Before  he  returned  their  line  of  battle 
also  moved  up  and  halted.  In  the  moonlight  it  was  distinctly  visible. 
When  the  general  returned  we  pointed  out  to  him  their  i>osition.  He 
at  once  decided  to  leave.  Just  as  we  were  getting  aboard  they  made 
a  rush  for  the  fort.  Their  right  passed  us  not  more  than  thirty  yards 
distant.  As  silently  as  possible  we  shoved  ofi  and  made  our  escape. 
After  getting  off  we  passed  a  boat  of  the  enemy  in  the  river.  Whilst 
upon  the  point  I  saw  but  one  of  our  men  armed.  He  was  a  drunken 
marine,  and  offered  to  shoot  Lieutenant  Colquitt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

HAEEY  ESTILL, 
Ordnance  Officer,  Colquitfs  Brigade. 

[InclOBurc  No,  3.] 

Headquarters  Hoke's  Division, 

Sugar  Loaf,  JT.  C,  January  17, 1865. 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  morning,  requir- 
ing a  statement  of  what  I  saw  and  heard  at  Battery  Buchanan  on  the 
night  of  the  J.5th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General  Hoke  I  started  with  Gen- 
eral Colquitt  about  9  p.  m.  to  bring  back  to  the  commanding  general 
such  reliable  information  as  to  the  condition  of  things  at  Fort  Fisher 
as  General  Colquitt  might  deem  it  proper  to  send.  We  reached  the 
point  about  11  p.  m. ;  landed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Battery 
Buchanan,  and  proposed  walking  to  Fisher,  a  distance,  as  we  were 
informed,  of  about  two  miles.  We  had  proceeded  about  150  or  200 
yards  when  we  were  met  by  a  Captain  Munn,  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
men,  who,  in  an  excited  manner,  told  us  that  the  enemy  had  full  posses- 
sion of  the  fort;  that  it  had  been  evacuated  a  half  hour  before  by  Gen- 
eral Whiting,  who,  with  the  remains  of  the  garrison,  was  at  Battery 
Buchanan,  and  that  the  enemy  were  at  that  time  advancing  down  the 
])eninsula  but  a  short  distance  in  their  rear.  It  not  being  deemed  pru- 
dent to  go  farther,  we  returned  to  the  boat  and  rowed  up  the  beach  to 
«»mmunicate,  if  possible,  with  General  Whiting  or  Colonel  Lamb,  and 
learn  at  least  something  to  verify  the  report  of  the  fall  of  Fisher. 
Landing  at  the  battery,  General  Colquitt  proceeded  in  search  of  General 
Whiting.  He  found  Colonel  Lamb  lying  on  a  litter  at  the  foot  of  the 
parapet,  and  reported  to  be  seriously  wounded  in  the  thigh.  He  had 
a  few  moment's  conversation  with  him,  and  then  turned  aside  to  look 
tor  General  Whiting,  when  he  was  met  by  one  of  the  crew  of  our  boat, 
stating  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  at 
that  time  in  100  yards  of  the  beach,  and  that  if  he  would  escape  he 
must  return  to  the  boat  immediately.  He  did  so,  and  we  hardly 
escaped,  the  attention  of  the  enemy  being  directed  to  the  large  num- 
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ber  of  men  at  Buchanan,  we  escaping  their  notice.  The  remnants 
of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  were  huddled  around  the  battery, 
without  organization.  No  officer  seemed  ^  be  in  command,  nor 
could  any  one  give  any  collected  account  of  the  bombardment  or 
evacuation.  I  saw  no  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  men.  They  appeared 
to  have  given  up  all  idea  of  making  resistance,  and  there  was  no  possi- 
ble means  of  escape.  No  boat  of  any  character  was  on  the  beach  except 
the  one  in  which  we  came.  There  was  no  alternative  except  capture. 
From  what  little  I  heard  I  presume  that  the  enemy  gained  a  lodgment 
by  some  means  in  the  fort,  "  about  two  hours  and  a  half  by  sun;"  that 
they  were  fought  inside  the  fort  until  perhaps  8  or  9  o'clock,  when  all 
who  were  not  killed  or  already  captured  made  their  escape  to  Buchanan. 
I  did  not  see  General  Whiting,  but  he  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  one  of 
a  number  of  men  sleeping  on  the  ground.  Self-preservation  prevented 
our  gaining  any  lurther  information.  After  leaving  the  battery  we 
touched  at  Battery  Lamb,  when  General  Colquitt  communicated  with 
the  commanding  general  by  telegraph.  I  regret  that  I  can  give  no 
more  definite  account,  but  the  hurry  and  confusion  on  our  arrival  pre- 
vented the  obtaining  of  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  WASHINGTON, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-deCamp. 


JAKUAfiT  11,  1865.— Capture  of  V.  S.  Forces  at  Beverly,  W.  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Nathan  Wilkinson,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  First 

Brigade,  Second  Infantry  Division,  Department  of  West  Virf;inia. 
No.  2.— General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Nathan  Wilkinson,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Second  Infantry  Division,  Department  of 
West  Virginia. 

Hdqks.  First  Brig.,  Second  Infty.  Div.,  Dept.  of  W.  Va., 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  January  20, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  general  commanding 
the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  I  accompanied  Capt.  J.  L.  Botsford 
and  Lieut.  Benjamin  H.  Moore  of  his  stafi'  to  assist  in  investigating  and 
reporting  upon  the  facts  connected  with  the  late  disaster  to  the  TJ.  S. 
troops  stationed  at  Beverly,  W.  Va.,  January  11,  1865,  and  under 
immediate  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Youart,  Eighth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry.  The  officers  of  the  commanding  general's  staff  will  make 
their  rejwrt  direct  to  him,  apd  I  herewith  submit,  for  the  consideration 
and  information  of  the  general  commanding  the  Second  Infantry  Divis- 
ion, Department  of  West  Virginia,  the  following  (accompanying  this  is 
a  diagram  of  the  post  of  Beverly  and  country  near  it*): 

The  pickets  during  the  day  were  posted  as  follows :  At  Russell's,  on 
the  Philippi  road,  a  corporal  and  three  men ;  at  the  burnt  bridge,  on 
the  Staunton  pike,  four  mounted  men ;  at  the  bridge  on  Buckhannou 
road,  in  town,  a  corporal  and  three  men,  and  sentinels  at  the  points 
numbered  on  the  diagram  2,  3,  and  4.  At  dark  the  pickets  were  with- 
drawn from  Russell's  and  the  burnt  bridge,  and  in  their  stead  single 
sentinels  were  posted  at  the  point  marked  No.  1  and  blacksmith  shop. 

"  *See  p.  450. 
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These  night  aentinels  were  respectively  about  400  yards  from  camp,  and 
Nob.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  were  about  300  yards  from  each  other,  and  all  were 
relieved  from  camp  every  two  hours.  The  enemy,  about  700  mounted 
men,  wearing  TL  S.  greatcoats,  under  General  Rosser,  came  in  from 
Orab  Bottom,  by  the  Staunton  and  Beverly  pike.  At  the  foot  of  Cheat 
Mountain  they  left  the  pike  and  took  a  road  leading  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Valley  Kiver  to  a  point  marked  A  on  the  diagram,  and  made  a 
detour  around  tie  camp  and  town  on  an  old  dirt  road,  and  formed 
their  line  of  battle  in  a  hollow,  marked  B  on  the  diagram,  and  within 
450  yards  of  the  camp.  The  sentinel  at  the  point  marked  No.  3  on  the 
diagram  saw  the  rebels  approaching  and  challenged  them,  who  comes 
there?  The  reply  was,  "Friends."  He  moved  toward  them  and  wan 
captured.  The  first  intimation  our  forces  had  of  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  was  the  rebels  forcing  the  doors  of  the  quarters,  demanding  a 
surrender.  This  was  first  at  the  quarters  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio 
Infantry.  The  surprise  was  complete;  our  forces  did  not  have  time  to 
rally  even  one  company  together.  Quite  a  number  of  officers  of  both 
regiments  were  examined,  and  all  testified  that  they  had  repeatedly 
called  the  attention  of  the  commanding  officers  to  the  insufficiency  of 
the  guard  for  picket  duty.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Youart  himself  states 
that  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  the  high  water  in  the  rivers, 
and  the  statements  of  the  citizens  "  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
enemy  to  attack  at  that  time  of  the  year,"  he  felt  perfectly  secure. 

After  the  attack  of  Major  Hall  on  Beverly,  October  29, 1864,  a  camp 
guard  of  100  men  was  placed  on  duty,  but  was  relieved  by  Major 
Souders,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  on  account  of  the  cold  weather, 
and  his  thinking  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  guard  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Youart  states  that  this  guard  was  relieved 
without  his  orders. 

Major  Butters,  Thirty -fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  testified  that 
he  notified  Lieutenant-Colonel  Furney,  of  the  same  regiment,  that  the 
guard  was  insufficient,  and  if  they  (the  forces)  were  attacked  they  would 
be  captured.  At  that  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Furney  was  in  command 
at  Beverly  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Youart  at  Cumber- 
land, Md.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Youart  returned  from  Cumberland  and 
resumed  command  two  days  before  the  attack  by  General  Eosser.  The 
testimony  was  that  all  the  officers  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry  were  quartered  in  town — not  one  with  the  regiment — and  it 
has  been  unofficially  reported  to  me  that  on  the  evening  previous  to 
the  attack  there  was  a  ball  in  the  town,  which  was  largely  attended  by 
officers,  who  remained  there  until  a  late  hour  of  the  night.  From  the 
evidence  produced  it  appears  that  the  whole  command  was  latterly  in  a 
loose  state  of  discipline. 

In  connection  with  this  report,  1  would  respectfully  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  were  at  Bev- 
erly without  any  official  knowledge  on  my  part  of  their  having  been 
sent  to  that  post.  My  first  intimation  of  their  presence  at  Beverly  was 
from  Lieutenant-Colouel  Youart,  who  telegraphed  me  that  they  had 
arrived.  Lieutenant-Colouel  Furney  made  no  reports  to  these  head- 
quarters, although  requested  by  me  to  do  so.  The  Thirty-fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry  claims  to  belong  to  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Duval,  and,  I  am  unofficially  informed,  reported  to  him. 

The  losses  of  the  command  were  as  follows :  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavaky— killed,  5;  wounded,  17;  prisoners,  6  officers  and  332  men. 
Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry— killed,  1;  wounded,  6;  pris- 
oners, 2  officers  and  240  men.    Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  609, 
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The  losses  were  in  horses  over  100,  including  the  officers'  and  quar- 
termaster's horses;  in  quartermaster  stores,  very  small;  in  commis- 
sary stores,  about  10,000  rations  complete.  In  arms  and  equipments,  I 
estimate  the  loss  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  at  250 
arms  and  300  equipments,  and  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 
at  390  arms  and  equipments  for  about  300  men. 

The  number  of  men  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  now  at 
Philippi  is  381,  and  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  is  115. 
Total  number  of  arms  of  all  kinds,  241,  and  36  sabers,  and  nearly  20 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man. 

On  arrival  at  Philippi  1  took  immediate  measures  to  have  ammuni- 
tion sent  from  Clarksburg,  and  instructed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Youartto 
promptly  make  requisition  for  arms  for  his  regiment. 

Owing  to  the  late  disaster,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the  men  now  at 
Philippi  are  unarmed,  the  condition  of  the  troops  there  is  very  loose 
and  unsatisfactory. 

After  a  careful  examination  I  can  not  but  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  disaster  was  the  result  of  a  laxity  of  discipline,  carelessness,  and 
insufficiency  of  guard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  WILKINSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  Thayer  Melvin,  Asst  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cumberland,  Md. 

[Indorsement.  1 

Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

January  28, 1865. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division. 
Upon  hearing  of  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Beverly,  I  sent  two 
trusty  staft!  officers  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  the  affair;  their 
report  has  been  forwarded.  I  herewith  forward  the  report  of  Colonel 
Wilkinson,  and  recommend  that  Lieut.  Col.  K.  Youart,  Eighth  Ohio 
Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  Col.  L.  furney,  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  be 
dismissed  the  service  for  disgraceful  neglect  of  their  commands,  and  for 
permitting  themselves  to  be  surprised  and  the  greater  portion  of  their 
commands  captured,  in  order  that  worthy  officers  may  fill  their  places, 
which  they  have  proved  themselves  incompetent  to  hold. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Incloanre.] 


Report  of  casualties  in  the  Eighth   Ohio  Cavalry  and  Thirty-fourth 
Infantry f  at  Beverly,  W.  Fa.,  January  11,  1865, 
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R.  YOUART, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 
Heabqxtabters  Post  Commandant,  Philippi,  W.  Va. 
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Eq»ort  of  Chneral  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
January  15, 1865. 
General  Early  reports  that  Rosser,  at  the  head  of  300  men,  surprised 
and  captured  the  garrison  at  Beverly,  Eandolph  County,  on  the  11th 
instant,  killing  and  wounding  a  considerable  number  and  taking  580 
prisoners.    His  loss  slight, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 


JARUABT  11-16,  1865.— Scout  from  New  Creek  through  Greenland  Qap  to 

Franklin,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Elias  S.  Troxel,  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Cavalry, 

Camp  New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  January  18, 1865. 

Leetjtenant:  Ihave  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  recent  scout 
which  I  commanded. 

I  left  camp  with  200  men  on  the  11th  instant,  and  proceeded,  via 
Greenland  Gap,  to  Petersburg,  marching  rapidly  for  the  purpose  of  sur- 
prising the  enemy  which  I  had  reason  to  believe  were  in  some  force  at 
that  place.  When  I  arrived  there  I  found  about  100  of  McNeill's  and 
Woodson's  command  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  it  impassa- 
ble from  recent  rains.  From  Petersburg.  I  moved  up  the  North  Fork, 
the  enemy  following  me  as  far  as  practicable  on  opposite  side  of  river  to 
learn  my  destination. 

Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Seneca  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  and  com- 
municating with  Captain  Boggs,  of  Home  Guards,  I  at  once  took 
measures  to  guard  all  the  passes  to  prevent  information  being  conveyed 
to  the  enemy  of  my  whereabouts.  Captain  Boggs  reported  to  me  with 
forty  men  the  same  evening,  and  I  determined  at  once  to  march  to 
Franklin  and  attack  the  enemy,  who  were  reported  to  have  four  com- 
panies with  two  pieces  of  artillery  at  that  place.  After  a  toilsome  march 
across  the  mountains  during  the  night,  I  arrived  near  the  place  about 
5  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  made  the  proper  dispositions  of  the 
troops  and  charged  the  town,  expecting  to  find  the  enemy  quartered  in 
the  court-house,  but  to  my  disappointment  found  the  place  evacuated, 
the  enemy  having  received  notice  of  my  coming  a  few  hours  previous, 
and  fled  to  the  mountains.  After  a  short  stay  I  retraced  my  steps 
toward  Seneca,  the  rebels  firing  on  me  at  every  convenient  point  and 
wounding  one  horse.  I  reached  Seneca  the  same  evening  and  returned 
to  camp,  via  Petersburg,  from  which  place  I  drove  McNeill's  command, 
they  scattering  to  the  mountains  and,  eluding  pursuit,  firing  on  me  from 
the  mountain  sides.  From  Petersburg  I  returned,  via  Burlington, 
without  losing  any  portion  of  my  command. 
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It  is  only  justice  to  the  oflScers  and  men  of  my  command  to  say  that 
they  behaved  in  the  most  soldierly  manner  on  the  march  and  in  the  ap- 
parent face  of  the  enemy,  and  did  all  they  could  to  make  the  expedition 
a  success. 

I  would  particularly  mention  valuable  services  by  Captain  Boggs,  of 
Home  Guards,  and  also  that  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  arrest  any 
citizens  for  the  reason  that  I  could  not  get  definite  information  par- 
ticularly criminating  any  one  person.  Hoping  the  report  will  be  deemed 
satisfactory, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  TEOXEL, 
Major  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  Scout. 

First  Lieut.  W.  L.  McMasteks, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjut^ant- General. 


JAirUABT  18,  1865.— Affair  near  Lovettsville,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division,  Middle  Military  Division. 

LovBTTSViLLE,  January  30, 1865. 

Your  dispatch  received  at  midnight  of  Tuesday,  January  17.  Colonel 
White,  of  Rosser's  cavalry,  with  a  force  said  by  citizens  to  number  220 
men,  crossed  the  Short  Hill  by  a  mountain  path  within  five  miles  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  surprised  the  vedettes  of  Sixth  New  York  on  that 
road  without  a  shot;  charged  the  reserve,  who  were  all  on  hand  and 
resisted  stoutly,  but  were  forced  back  on  the  camp.  The  men  of  the 
Sixth  turned  out  of  their  huts,  formed  in  their  streets,  and  in  three 
minutes  flanked  and  drove  White  out  of  the  camp,  killing  3  of  his 
men,  who  were  found,  and  wounding,  more  or  less  severely,  11,  who 
were  carried  off.  As  soon  as  the  Sixth  could  obtain  permission  they 
saddled  and  followed  White  to  Purcellville,  but  could  not  overtake 
him. 

Two  men  of  the  Sixth  were  killed  and  five  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Carroll  was  mortally  wounded  by  an  officer  who  had  surrendered  to 
him;  the  fellow  got  away. 

The  Sixth  lost  8  horses;  11  of  White's  horses  were  found  wounded 
on  the  road  by  the  pursuing  party.    It  was  a  stormy  night,  and  the 
tracks  showed  that  the  vedettes  were  surprised  by  dismounted  men. 
The  affair  occurred  just  before  my  return  to  camp. 
Respectfully, 

THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Captain  Haydbn, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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JAirUAET  19,  1865. — Beconnaissance  to  Myrtle  Sound  and  Skirmish  at 
Half-Moon  Battery,  IT.  C. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
No.  2. — Capt.  John  Thompson,  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  Joseph  G.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty  fourth 
Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Bbig.,  First  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

Before  Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  20, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  that  portion 
of  the  reconnaissance  of  yesterday,  January  19,  of  which  I  had  charge: 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Paine,  at  about  11  a.  m.,  with  about 
250  men  of  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  EoUins,  and  50  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers, under  command  of  Capt.  John  Thompson,  I  moved  to  the  head 
of  Myrtle  Sound,  where  I  halted,  according  to  orders  from  General 
Paine,  until  the  firing  of  the  reconnoitering  force  on  my  left  was  heard. 
While  thus  waiting  the  gun-boat  Governor  Buckingham,  Captain  Mc- 
Bearmid,  opened  fire  upon  the  outpost  of  the  enemy  in  the  rear  of  the 
Half-Moon  Battery.  The  fire  was  very  accurate  and  effective.  When 
the  firing  was  heard  on  my  left  I  advanced  fifty  men  of  the  Seventh 
Connecticut  and  twenty  of  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  as  skirmishers 
up  in  front  of  the  short  line  of  works  near  the  houses  in  rear  of  the  Half- 
Moon  Battery,  and  developed  a  fire  of  apparently  about  100  men.  The 
skirmishers  having  halted,  I  sent  seventy  men  of  the  Seventh  New 
Hampshire,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Paul  Whipple,  in  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  work. 

They  advanced  promptly,  enveloped  the  work,  and  took  2  ofBcers  and 
51  men  prisoners.  I  then  advanced  a  skirmish  line,  under  Lieutenant 
Whipple,  beyond  the  works  across  an  open  field  to  the  edge  of  a  swamp 
in  which  was  a  thick  and  tangled  growth  of  wood  and  bushes.  This 
swamp  is  not  far  from  100  yards  in  width,  and  runs  parallel  with  Myrtle 
Sound.  The  main  line  of  the  enemy  is  at  this  point  close  on  the  inside 
of  it,  but  near  the  head  of  the  sound  there  is  an  angle,  and  thence  it 
runs  westerly  toward  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  My  skirmishers  approached 
within  about  100  yards  of  this  main  line,  but  I  was  unable  to  develop 
its  fire.  The  points  of  the  line,  however,  which  could  be  seen  through 
the  wood,  and  such  parts  of  it  as  I  saw  from  the  top  of  an  old  house, 
appeared  to  be  well  manned.  No  artillery  appeared.  I  remained  in 
the  last  position  mentioned  until  dark,  when  I  withdrew  the  skirmish- 
ers and  returned  to  camp.  My  loss  in  this  reconnaissance  was  2  officers 
and  10  men  wounded,  and  3  men  missing.  Among  the  slightly  wounded 
was  Captain  Trickey,  of  the  Third  New  Hampshire,  who  accompanied 
the  reconnaissance,  he  having  before  become  familiar  with  the  ground. 

Lieut.  Albert  Foster,  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  one 
of  my  staff,  was  severely  wounded  in  three  places  Avhile  directing,  with 
good  judgment  and  coolness,  the  flanking  party  of  the  Seventh  New 
Hampshire.    Lieutenant  Whipple,  who  commanded  the  flanking  party, 

*  See  also  Paine's  report,  p.  424. 
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and  afterward  the  skirmish  line,  though  a  young  oflScer,  performed  his 
duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  that  his  judgment  can  be  trusted 
in  affairs  of  that  kind. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOSEPH  C.  ABBOTT, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Capt.  Solon  A.  Caetbe,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Capt.  John  Thompson,  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Seventh  Regiment  Connecticut  Voltjnteees, 

2f^ear  Fort  Fisher,  JT.  C,  January  20, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  command  in  a  reconnaissance  made  on  the  19th  of 
January,  1865 : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Abbott  commanding  the  brigade,  at  11  o'clock  a  detachment  of  the 
regiment  (numbering  four  commissioned  ofiBcers  and  thirty-seven 
enlisted  men)  moved  from  its  position  to  the  head  of  Mjrrtle  Sound. 
From  there  the  regiment  advanced  as  skirmishers  to  the  rear  of  the 
Half-Moon  Battery,  and  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  num- 
bering about  seventy-five  men,  strongly  intrenched.  Here  the  com- 
mand was  obliged  to  halt,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  fire  from  the 
rebels,  until  another  portion  of  the  brigade  was  sent  in  upon  the  right 
flank  of  the  work.  Seeing  it  surrounded  the  command  charged  upon 
the  enemy,  capturing  2  officers  and  54  men.  After  halting  here  for 
some  time  I  sent  forward,  by  General  Abbott's  direction.  First  Lieut. 
Willard  Austin  and  twelve  men,  with  orders  to  draw  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  posted  behind  a  strong  line  of  works  about  one-quarter 
of  a  mile  in  our  immediate  front.  Lieutenant  Austin  advanced  his  skir- 
mishers to  the  edge  of  a  swamp,  and  within  about  100  yards  of  the  rebel 
works,  but  although  he  ascertained  their  position  he  was  unable  to 
fully  develop  their  fire.  While  on  the  skirmish  line  Lieutenant  Austin 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  right  shoulder  by  a  shell  from  one  of  our 
gun-boats.  Remaining  in  this  position  until  dark  we  received  orders 
from  General  Abbott  to  withdraw  our  skirmishers  and  return  to  camp, 
which  we  reached  at  7  p.  m. 

I  take  pleasure  in  commending  to  your  favorable  notice  Adjt.  Albert 
M.  Holden,  who  performed  his  duties  on  this  trying  occasion  with 
marked  ability  and  courage.  Adjutant  Holden  is  a  young  officer  of 
much  promise,  and  deserves  honorable  mention  for  gallant  and  merito- 
rious conduct  in  this  as  well  as  previous  engagements. 

Justice  to  the  deserving  leads  me  to  also  commend  the  action  of  First 
Lieut.  Willard  Austin,  of  my  command,  who  performed,  with  greatest 
acceptance,  a  most  difficult  and  dangerous  duty,  being  instructed  by 
General  Abbott  to  advance  with  a  detachment  of  men  considerably 
beyond  our  main  line,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  casualties  with  this  report.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  THOMPSON, 
Captain,  Seventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  Mobse,  Adjutant-General  State  of  Connecticut. 

'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  officer  and  3  men  wounded  and  2  men  missing. 
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PEBKUABT  3,  1866.— Affiiir  near  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Marcus  A.  Bene,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquabtebs  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

CharUstown,  W.  Va.,  February  4, 1865. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  party  which  ran  the  train 
oft'  the  track  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  crossed  at  or  near 
Keyes'  Ford.  I  had  timely  information  of  their  crossing  and  their  where- 
abouts, and  would  have  succeeded  in  capturing  some  of  them  had  my 
orders  been  obeyed.  About  10  p.  m.  I  sent  out  two  parties  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenants  Guild  and  Chase.  These  parties  were  about  fifty 
strong.  Lieutenant  Chase  was  ordered,  with  his  command,  to  cover 
the  roads  leading  to  the  different  fords  through  Bloomery.  Lieutenant 
Guild  was  ordered  to  overtake  and  head  off  the  party,  attack  them, 
and  drive  them  back.  After  he  left  camp,  instead  of  following  them 
up,  he  thought  he  had  better  move  toward  the  river,  the  diametrically 
opposite  direction  from  his  orders.  Lieutenant  Chase  (with  good 
reason)  did  not  expect  our  own  men  in  that  direction,  and  fired  into 
Lieutenant  G.'s  command.  I  regret  to  say  that  one  man,  Private  Hoge- 
land,  Company  D,  was  wounded.  I  have  placed  Lieutenant  Guild  in 
arrest  and  now  report  him  for  immediate  dismissal,  as  he  is  solely 
responsible  for  the  miscarriage  of  my  plans.  I  do  not  design  that  he 
be  court-martialed,  as  that  would  occupy  more  time  than  he  is  worth. 
He  is  entirely  unfit  for  a  commission,  inasmuch  as  he  takes  no  pains  to 
improve  himself,  nor  does  he  study  to  render  himself  worthy  of  his  posi- 
tion. He,  although  never  what  you  could  charge  as  drunkenness,  is 
always  fall,  and  when  not  stupefied  with  whisky  he  is  with  opium.  His 
performance  last  night  is  sufficient  evidence  against  him  to  hang  him. 
The  scouting  party  which  brought  the  information  lost  one  of  their 
number.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels,  but  in  returning  over 
the  same  gi-ound  his  dead  body  was  found  in  the  road,  evidently  mur- 
dered after  capture.  Upon  receiving  Lieutenant  Guild's  report  I  imme- 
diately dispatched  parties  to  Duffield's  and  Smithfleld,  as  it  was  evi- 
dent to  me  they  had  gone  in  that  direction.  They  report  that,  after 
throwing  off  the  train,  the  enemy  separated  into  small  parties  and 
made  toward  the  Shenandoah.  They  were  unable  to  come  up  with 
them.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  they  numbered  about  thirty  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  EENO, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Gapt.  J.  P.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 


FEBSUAST  4-6,  1866. — Expedition  from  Winchester,  Va.,  to  Hoorefield, 

W.  Va. 

Report  of  Ideut.  Col.  Edward  W.  Whitaker,  First  Connecticut  Cavalry. 

Camp  of  First  Connecticut  Cavalry, 

Near  Winchester,  Va.,  February  8, 1865. 
Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  instructions 
from  general  commanding  corps,  I  collected  my  command  for  special 
duty,  armed  with  sabers  and  pistols,  and  numbering  300,  all  from  the 
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Third  Division  Cavalry,  at  headquarters  First  Brigade,  at  6  a.  m.  the 
4th  instant,  and  moved  out  on  the  Moorefield  pike  for  our  destination. 
After  halting  three-quarters  of  an  hour  for  feed  and  coffee  at  War- 
densville  organized  the  detachments  into  a  regiment,  and  having  a 
short  drill  resumed  the  march  at  a  rapid  gait,  striking  the  enemy's 
scouts,  which  Major  Young  quickly  drove  off  the  pike  toward  Har- 
per's ;  column  moving  fast  as  possible,  intending  to  surprise  the  enemy's 
camp  by  moonlight,  but  at  12.30  at  night,  when  we  had  reached  a 
covered  point  within  four  miles  of  Moorefield,  the  sky  clouded  up, 
which  induced  me  to  halt  for  rest  and  feed  until  4  a.  m.  the  5th  instant. 
In  the  meantime  Major  Young,  who  had  been  a  short  distance  in  my 
advance,  was  to  send  his  scouts  into  town  and  ascertain  the  exact  loca- 
tion of  Gilmor's  camp,  which  I  had  decided  to  strike  at  daylight.  On 
moving  out  at  4  a.  m.,  Captain  Hamilton,  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry, 
reported  to  me  the  loss  of  two  men  by  desertion  during  the  halt;  the 
men  being  recent  recruits  from  rebel  States,  I  deemed  it  a  more  unfortu- 
nate event  than  the  next  fact  which  was  reported  by  Major  Young,  i.  e. 
his  scouts  had  been  unable  to  learn  the  exact  whereabouts  of  Gilmor 
or  his  camp.  Beaching  the  outskirts  of  Moorefield  before  light  during  a 
heavy  snow-squall,  I  halted  to  await  news  from  Major  Young,  whoentered 
town  with  all  of  his  party  in  search  of  information.  I  here  became 
anxious  about  the  loss  of  time  and  moved  on,  sending  word  to  the  major 
that  he  should  go  on  down  the  South  Fork  till  I  found  the  enemy.  I 
left  a  detachment  from  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  to  search  the  town  for 
soldiers,  and  moved  at  once  across  the  stream  and  turned  to  the  left 
down  the  South  Fork,  Major  Young  taking  the  advance,  when,  as  it  had 
become  light  enough,  I  discovered  several  of  the  enemy  mounted  and 
rapidly  moving  across  the  fields  and  hills  on  our  right  flank,  taking  the 
same  direction  as  my  column. 

On  communicating  the  fact  to  the  scouts  a  lively  race  set  in,  I  fol- 
lowingwithmycolumniuhopes  of  reaching  their  camp  before  the  alarm, 
which  it  would  appear  had  not  before  been  given.  The  houses  on  the 
banks  of  the  fork  were  being  hastily  searched  by  the  scouts,  when  the 
large  number  of  horses  in  the  stable  next  the  road  to  Mr.  Eandolph's 
house,  three  miles  ti-om  Moorefield,  excited  much  suspicion;  and  as 
Major  Young  asked  the  colored  woman  sternly  "what  soldiers  were  in 
the  houses?"  she  at  once  replied,  "Major  Gilmor  is  upstairs."  Major 
Young  immediately  surrounded  the  house  and  seized  the  major  and  his 
cousin  Gilmor,  late  from  Baltimore,  both  in  bed.  On  my  learning  that 
our  prize  had  been  found  I  halted  column,  and  prepared  to  resist  the 
attack  of  the  enemy  collecting  on  the  bluftover  the  house  and  river  and 
on  my  right  flank  and  rear.  Finding  the  position  untenable,  and  deem- 
ing it  impossible  to  get  m  ore  of  Gilmor 's  band ,  from  their  skillfully  selected 
position,  we  made  haste  in  getting  out,  before  which  Major  Gilmor 
had  been  brought  to  me  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  column;  and  as 
his  men  were  firing  into  us,  he  shouted  encouragement  to  them,  feel- 
ing, as  he  afterward  said,  confident  of  release.  On  the  return  march  I 
placed  Lieutenant  Brown,  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  with  thirty-eight 
men  who  had  been  doing  good  service  on  the  Petersburg  road,  in  the 
rear,  he  having  fifteen  Spencers  for  that  use,  with  which  he  success- 
fully checked  each  dash  of  the  enemy.  I  took  the  Romney  pike  by 
advice  of  Major  Young,  who  took  the  advance  and  turned  over  to  me, 
at  different  points  on  the  route,  twelve  men  captured  about  houses. 
The  enemy  last  troubled  my  column  as  we  were  feeding  at  a  point 
thirty-five  miles  from  Moorefield  and  eight  from  Romney.  Though 
night  had  come  ou  I  did  not  think  it  wise  to  halt  with  prisoners,  but 
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resumed  the  march  in  passing  Hanging  Eock  Gap,  and  reached  Big 
Capon  bridge  after  midnight,  when  we  halted  for  rest  nntil  daylight 
the  6th  instant,  on  the  forenoon  of  whi.ch  I  reached  Winchester  with 
prisoners,  having  ridden  near  140  miles  in  a  little  over  forty-eight 
hours,  over  a  mountainous  country,  across  swollen  streams  filled  with 
floating  ice,  and  within  the  enemy's  lines,  fully  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  zeal  and  hearty  co-operation  evinced 
by  Major  Young,  commanding  General  Sheridan's  scouts,  who  accom- 
panied me.  To  his  personal  gallantry  is  due  the  successfiil  "bearding 
of  the  lion  in  his  den." 

To  the  officers  commanding  the  detachments  from  the  Second  Ohio, 
Eighth  New  York,  First  New  Hampshire,  Twenty-second  New  York, 
and  First  Connecticut  Cavalry  Regiments,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks 
for  prompt  obedience  to  orders,  and  strict  attention  to  the  care  of  their 
commands,  on  which  I  confidently  relied  in  anticipation  of  a  better  test 
than  was  oflFered.  To  Surg.  G.  A.  Hurlbut,  First  Connecticut  Cavalry, 
who  accompanied  me  with  ambulance,  attendants,  &c.,  I  owe  much  for 
valuable  assistance  rendered  outside  of  his  duties.  He  safely  brought 
in  two  sick  men,  and  one  accidentally  wounded,  who  were  unable  to 
ride. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

E.  W.  WHITAKEE, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Maj.  William  Eussell,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


FEBEUAEY  6-7,  1865.— Scout  from  Fairfifix  Court-House  to  Brentsville,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  George  B.  Maguire,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquabtees  Fiest  Sepaeate  Beigade, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  February  8, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  the  scout  made  in 
the  vicinity  of  Brentsville,  Va.,  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant. 

Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  you,  125  men  and  2  officers  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  under  the  guidance  of  a  Mr.  Jacob  Kliue,  of 
the  Jersey  Settlement  near  Brentsville,  Va.,  left  camp  at  Fairfax 
Court-House  at  6  p.  m.  and  proceeded,  viaCenterville  and  Manassas,  to 
Brentsville.  From  Brentsville  the  column  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Cole's  Store,  distant  some  fifteen  miles  from  Brentsville.  After  march- 
ing two  miles  crossed  Broad  Eun  and  Kettle  Run  and  moved  in  the 
direction  of  the  Jersey  Settlement;  arrived  there  at  3  a.  m.;  went  into 
camp  and  fed  and  cooked  breakfast.  At  5  a.  m.  remounted  and  moved 
back  toward  camp  as  we  supposed,  but,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
guide  (Mr.  Kline),  we  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Dumfries  and  arrived 
within  five  miles  of  that  place  before  we  were  made  aware  of  our  error. 
We  retraced  our  steps  and  moved  toward  Broad  Eun  and  crossed  at 
Bland's  Ford;  from  thence  toward  Bull  Run,  which  we  crossed  at 
Union  Mills.  Bull  Eun  Eiver  was  covered  with  ice  and  we  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  crossing.  We  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax 
Station  and  arrived  in  camp  at  the  Court-House  at  3  p.  m. 
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On  the  road  a  number  of  houses  were  searched,  but  nothing  resalted 
from  it.  Ko  enemy  was  found,  nor  were  there  any  traces  of  any  having 
been  there  during  the  last  six  months.  Three  colts,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Kline,  were  brought  in,  and  in  my  opinion  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  said  colts  was  the  only  object  Mr.  Kline  had  in  starting  the  expedi- 
tion. To  Captain  Jones  and  Lieutenant  Fowler,  both  of  the  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  great  praise  is  due  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
arranged  and  carried  out  the  programme  submitted  by  me  upon  reports 
based  upon  Kline's  statement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  E.  MAGUIEE, 
Lieutenant  and  Provost-Marshal. 
Col.  William  Gamble, 

Commanding  First  Separate  Brigade, 


FEBSTJASY  11, 1865.— Affair  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Ira  L.  Dudley,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 

Hdqes.  Battery  L,  Sixteenth  New  Yokk  Vol.  Arty., 

February  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  our  picket-post  at  Williamsburg 
was  surprised  this  morning  about  3  o'clock  by  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry, 
numbering  from  twenty  to  twenty- five  men,  who  advanced  by  the  Eich>- 
mond  road.  The  vedette  on  the  Eichmond  road  challenged  them,  and, 
receiving  no  reply,  attempted  to  discharge  his  carbine,  but  the  cap 
snapped.  He  then  retreated  on  the  reserve,  but  was  wounded  in  two 
places.  The  enemy  then  advanced  as  far  as  the  reserve,  evidently  with 
the  design  of  capturing  the  horses  there  stationed.  I  regret  to  state 
that  they  succeeded  so  far  in  their  object,  capturing  4  and  killing  1. 

The  following  casualties  occurred  in  the  force  stationed  at  the  reserve: 
Private  Hall,  Company  H,  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry;  Privates 
Belden  and  Dix,  Company  G,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  and  Pri- 
vate Libee,  Company  D,  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery, 
wounded;  Private  Cowan,  Company  D,  Sixteenth  New  York  Volun- 
teer Artillery,  missing;  Private  Gannon,  Company  D,  Sixteenth  New 
York  Volunteer  Artillery,  killed ;  3  horses,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cav- 
alry, captured;  1  horse,  First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  killed,  and  1 
captured. 

I  have  to  state  that,  as  soon  as  the  alarm  was  brought  into  camp, 
Captain  Bouv6,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  David  Earle, 
First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  lost  not  a  moment  in  turning  out  their 
respective  commands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

lEA  L.  DUDLEY, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  L,  Officer  of  the  Day. 
Maj.  Julius  C.  Hicks, 

Commanding  Post. 

[Indorsement.) 

The  rebel  cavalry  were  dressed  in  Union  uniforms,  and  deceived  our 
pickets  at  first  by  pretending  to  be  our  men ;  they  were  soon  found  out, 
and  we  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  there  were  a  number  of  them 
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\70imded,  which  they  carried  off  with  them  1  have  strengthened  the 
picket-lines,  and  sent  a  strong  force  to  re-enforce  the  reserves.  I  will 
render  a  good  account  of  them  if  they  come  again.  All  is  quiet  at 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  G.  HICKS, 

Major  Sixteenth  2few  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  Comdg.  Post. 


EEBBUABT  11-15,  1865.— Expedition  from  Bermuda  Hundred  to  Feanis- 
ville  sad  Smithfield,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.   Col.  Franklin  A.    Stratton,    Eleventh  Pennsylvania 

Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Second  BBiaASE,  Kautz's  Cayaxby  Division, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  February  16, 1865. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  while  under  your  command  dur- 
ing the  late  expedition: 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  received  through  Lieutenant  Ben- 
son, aide-de-camp,  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  I  embarked  my  command  at 
that  place  on  the  11th  instant,  and  proceeded  to  Port  Powhatan,  where 
I  disembarked  and  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  left  Port  Powhatan  for  Burwell's  Bay, 
where  my  instructions  directed  me  to  communicate  with  the  gun-boats. 
My  force  consisted  of  460  officers  and  men.  I  arrived  at  Burwell's  Bay 
at  sundown,  and  failing  to  find  the  gun-boats  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
I  waited  there  until  10  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  was  then  about  to 
proceed  to  the  lower  point  of  the  bay  to  search  for  the  expected  boats, 
when  I  received  your  orders,  through  Lieutenant  Benson,  dated  the 
12th,  directing  me  to  proceed  to  Pearnsville  and  thence  to  Smithfield. 
I  immediately  started  on  the  route  indicated.  At  Pearnsville  I  found 
no  indications  of  the  enemy.  There  were  no  pickets  on  the  Blackwater 
Kiver  in  that  vicinity.  I  marched  thence  to  Smithfield,  where  I  arrived 
about  an  hour  after  dark.  The  inhabitants  reported  to  me  that  you 
had  been  there  but  had  left  some  hours  previous.  The  late  hour  at 
which  I  received  your  order  at  Burwell's  Bay  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  reach  Smithfield  sooner  than  the  time  mentioned. 

On  the  14th  I  marched  to  near  Cabin  Point;  on  the  15th  to  Fort 
Powhatan,  and  thence,  in  obedience  to  further  instructions  received 
from  you,  via  Point  of  Eocks,  to  the  camp  of  the  Cavalry  Division, 
where  I  arrived  at  midnight,  having  been  five  days  out. 

During  the  entire  expedition  nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy,  excepting 
a  few  men  who  were  observed  at  a  distance  by  the  rear  guard  on  two 
or  three  occasions.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  body  of  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Blackwater  up  to  the  14th  instant.  Careful  observations 
of  the  roads  and  inquiry  among  the  negroes  failed  to  discover  the  least 
evidence  of  any  rebel  force,  except  what  is  called  the  signal  corps. 
This  consists  of  about  thirty  men  scattered  along  the  James  from  Bur- 
well'.'J  Bay  to  Smithfield,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  river.  They 
were  reported  to  have  left  early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  for  the  right 
bank  of  the  Blackwater.    I  was  unable  to  capture  any  of  them.    One 


460  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     IChap.  LVm. 

wagon  employed  by  a  rebel  commissary  in  collecting  supplies  for  the 
rebel  army  was  captured,  on  the  13th,  near  Fearnsville.  I  brought  in 
no  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  A.  STRATTON, 
Lieut.  Col.  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Gav.,  Comdg.  Cav.  Expedition. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  K.  Graham, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


FEBKUABY  13-17,  1865.— Expedition  from  Camp  Russell  (near  Winchester) 
to  Edenborg  and  Little  Port  Valley,  Va.,  and  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Maxwell,  First  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Michigan  Veteran  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Camp  Bussell,  Va.,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
received  from  cavalry  headquarters,  I  started  on  the  evening  of  the 
13th  instant,  with  300  men  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division; 
marched  to  Strasburg,  rested  an  hour  and  fed  my  horses ;  started  at 
about  11.30  p.  m.,  and  pushed  ou  to  Edenburg,  meeting  with  no  oppo- 
sition until  arriving  at  that  place,  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
encountered;  strenuous  efforts  were  made  for  their  capture;  none  were 
captured,  owing  to  the  horses  of  my  command  being  too  weary  to  com- 
pete with  the  fresh  horses  of  the  enemy.  Sent  100  men  to  destroy  an 
iron  furnace  in  Little  Fort  Valley.  Held  Edenburg  till  8  a.  m.  the  16th, 
with  slight  skirmishing.  At  11  a.  m.  started  to  return.  As  the  column 
got  well  under  way  the  rear  guard  was  charged  by  about  fifty  men  of  the 
Twelfth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  McCausland's  command,  the  enemy  being 
repulsed  with  loss ;  a  constant  skirmish  was  kept  up  upon  my  rear  guard 
until  we  \sic\  to  Woodstock,  when  the  enemy  charged  between  the  rear 
guard  and  the  column.  The  rear  guard  charged  through,  supported  by 
a  part  of  the  column  charging  back  to  relieve  them.  The  enemy  suf- 
fered severely  in  this  encounter,  as  they  could  not  compete  with  our 
superior  carbine.  I  halted  my  column,  sent  a  part  across  Tom's  Brook, 
and  with  100  men  of  the  First  Michigan  charged  them  and  drove  them 
back  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Edenburg,  then  returned  to  Cedar 
Creek  unmolested  save  by  a  few  partisans  near  Strasburg.  At  Cedar 
Creek  communicated  with  the  party  sent  to  destroy  the  furnace,  and 
learned  they  had  successfully  accomplished  their  task.  The  furnace 
was  in  almost  working  order,  ore  was  being  taken  out,  and  machinery 
repaired.  This  party  captured  ten  men — five  soldiers  and  five  detailed 
men.  It  appears  that  the  picket-line  of  the  enemy  at  Edenburg  has  no 
effective  support  nearer  than  Staunton.  Prisoners  report  that  General 
Rosser  is  at  Luray,  organizing  cavalry. 

In  passing  over  the  ground  where  the  enemy  attempted  to  capture 
my  rear  guard,  it  was  ascertained  they  had  three  men  killed  and  a 
number  wounded.    I  had  one  man  mortally  wounded. 

My  command  arrived  in  camp  at  3  a.  m.  17th  instant,  having  carried 
out  successfully  the  task  assigned  me. 

The  results  of  the  expedition  may  be  summed  up  as  follows :  The 
iron  fdmace  in  Little  Fort  Valley  entirely  destroyed;  three  of  the 
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enemy  killed  and  a  number  wounded;  ten  men  captured;  twenty  horses 
captured;  with  a  loss  on  my  part  of  one  man  mortally  wounded.    The 
horses  captured  were  taken  to  cavalry  headquarters  by  the  scouts. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  MAXWELL, 
LieutenanfXyolonel  First  Michigan  Cavalry. 
Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division. 


r£BBUA£T  15-16, 1865.— Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Aldie  and  Mid- 

dleborg,  Va. 


REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  William  Gamble,  Eighth  lUinoiB  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Separate 

Brigade,  Department  of  Washington. 
No.  2.— Capt.  George  W.  Corbit,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalrj'. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col,  William  Gamble,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Separate  Brigade,  Department  of  Washington. 

Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 
Fairfax  Gourt-House,  Va.,  February  16, 1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Colonel  :  The  squadron  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  sent  out  on 
a  scout  to  the  vicinity  of  Aldie  last  night  has  just  returned.    Eleven 
rebel  cavalry,  with  horses  and  equipments,  were  captured  and  brought 
in,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  horse  on  our  part.    A  written  report 
of  the  scout,  by  Captain  Corbit,  the  oflBcer  in  charge,  will  be  for- 
warded to-morrow. 
Respectfully, 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  Washington. 


No.  2. 
Export  of  Capt.  George  W.  Corbit,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  February  21, 1865, 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  captured 
8  prisouers,  3  of  whom  were  oflBcers — 1  colonel,  1  captain  and  1  lieuten- 
ant ;  10  horses,  7  saddles,  7  revolvers. 

I  have  one  man  missing.  About  sixty  of  the  enemy  followed  me  as 
far  as  Aldie,  my  rear  guard  skirmishing  with  them  from  Middleburg  to 
that  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CORBIT, 
Captain  Company  B,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Scout. 
[Col.  William  Gamble.] 
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FEBEUAET  18-19,  1866.— Expedition  from  Camp  AvereU  (near  Winohefr 
ter)  into  Londorai  County,  Va.,  and  skirmish  (Iflth)  at  Ashby's  Gap. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Tibbits,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Second  Cavalry  Division,  Middle  Military  Division. 

No.  2.— Maj.  Thomas  Gibson,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding 
expedition. 

No.  3.— Capt.  Henry  E.  Snow,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Tibbits,  Twenty-first  New  York 
Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division,  Middle  Military  Di- 
viswn. 

Hbadqttaetees  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

February  20, 1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  report  of  Maj.  Thomas  Gibson,  Four- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition 
that  left  these  headquarters  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant. 

For  your  information  I  would  state  that  my  orders  to  him  were  to 
take  command  of  the  party  (which  was  to  consist  of  200  men),  to  pro- 
ceed with  it  as  far  as  Upperville  if  possible,  searching  houses  and  other 
places  on  the  route  for  rebels  of  Mosby's  command,  to  be  designated 
(the  houses)  by  the  two  deserters  from  Mosby  who  would  go  with  him ; 
to  commence  his  retrograde  movement  by  2  a.  m.  or  3  a.  m.  of  the  19th 
instant  at  the  latest;  that  he  was  to  obey  no  orders  that  might  be 
given  him  by  other  officers  of  the  party;  that  Lieut.  Stephen  H. 
Draper,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  was  ordered  by  me  to  com- 
mand the  scouts,  and  he  would  see  that  he  received  such  assistance  as 
he  required  to  properly  perform  his  duty;  also  that  Lieutenant  Draper 
would  show  him  the  best  ford  to  cross  and  roads  to  take.  The  num- 
ber of  officers  with  the  party  from  this  division  was  seven,  viz,  a  major, 
captain,  and  two  lieutenants  from  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, and  a  captain  aiid  two  lieutenants  from  the  Twenty-first  Ntbw  York 
Cavalry.  The  command  before  starting  was  inspected,  by  my  orders, 
by  Capt.  James  S.  Graham,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  First 
Brigade.  He  informs  me  that  he  discarded  about  forty  men.  As  to 
the  number  of  men  armed  with  revolvers  he  can't  inform  me.  I  intended 
that  the  men  should  carry  the  saber,  but  Major  Bailey  and  Captain 
Martindale  (who  brought  the  order  from  your  headquarters  that  the 
expedition  should  be  made)  and  Lieutenant  Draper  informed  me  that 
it  was  very  essential  that  they  should  not  be  so  armed,  as  they  wanted 
to  move  as  noiselessly  as  possible. 

A  few  men  have  returned  since  Major  Gibson's  report  was  made  out, 
and  I  think  that  at  least  half  of  those  now  missing  will  get  in.  One 
party  of  sixteen,  under  a  sergeant,  was  moving  toward  Harper's  Ferry, 
so  a  private  soldier  informs  me,  who  states  that  he  left  them  about  day- 
light this  morning.  I  would  respectfiilly  state  that  in  my  opinion  the 
affair  should  be  investigated.  I  also  inclose  Captain  Snow's  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  B.  TIBBITS, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  William  Eussell,  Jr., 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Corps,  Middle  Military  Division. 
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[Indoraement.] 

Headquaeters  Middle  Military  Division, 

February  25, 1865. 
EespectfiiUy  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  StaflF, 
for  his  information. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  scout  was  badly  managed  by  all  con- 
cerned and  is  being  investigated,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  larger 
majority  of  men  reported  captured  will  reach  our  lines,  so  many  having 
done  80  already. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  Oibson,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  com- 
manding expedition. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

February  20, 1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeable  to  directions  from 
the  brigadier-general  commanding,  I  left  the  camp  at  6  p.  m.  for  the 
purpose  of  crossing  the  Blu^  Bidge  and  making  arrests  and  seizures 
of  certain  enemies  and  public  property  of  the  enemy,  agreeable  to  infor- 
mation received  from  two  deserters  from  Mosby's  command.  I  had 
with  me  125  men  and  three  officers  of  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  100  men  of  the  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Captain  Snow,  of  the  same  regiment.  There  were  150 
men  detailed  from  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  six  of  the 
number  were  not  furnished  in  time,  twenty  were  directed  to  return  to 
camp  by  the  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  brigade  because  of  the 
nonefficiency  of  their  horses.  This  reduced  the  number  furnished  by 
that  regiment  to  124  men,  and  making  the  total  of  troops  engaged  224 
enlisted  men. 

About  11  p.  m.  I  crossed  the  Shenandoah  River  at  Shepherd's  Ford. 
The  expedition  was  accompanied  by  Captain  Martindale  and  Lieuten- 
ant Baker,  both  of  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding  Cavalry 
Corps.  Captain  Martindale  was  accompanied  by  six  scouts.  Lieu- 
tenant Draper,  of  the  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  was  detailed  to 
accompany  the  expedition  in  charge  of  all  the  scouts ;  four  enlisted  men 
of  the  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry  were  detailed  as  scouts  and 
ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Draper. 

Before  starting  from  camp,  having  crossed  the  Shenandoah  River,  I 
ordered  that  when  the  command  h^  reached  Paris  that  all  the  scouts 
accompanying  the  command,  except  two,  should  report  to  Lieutenant 
Draper;  that  Captain  Snow,  with  Twenty-first  New  York  and  one  of 
the  deserters  from  Mosby,  should  move  in  the  direction  of  Upperville. 
Agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  I 
directed  that  Captain  Snow  should  give  due  consideration  to  all  informa- 
tion and  suggestions  tendered  by  Lieutenant  Draper,  with  regard  to 
roads,  &c.;  that  Lieutenant  Draper  should  be  governed  to  such  an 
extent  as  he  should  deem  proper  by  the  information  received  from  the 
deserts  who  accompanied  him;  that  Lieutenant  Draper  and  Captain 
Sbow,  with  that  portion  of  the  command,  should  be  at  TJpi)erville  one 
jMKir  beforiB  daybreak  of  the  19th. 
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I  stated  that  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  would  meet  them 
there,  and  if  either  regiment  should  fail  to  be  there  at  the  appointed 
hour,  the  one  on  the  ground  should  await  the  arrival  of  the  other  until 
half  an  hour  after  daybreak.  If  at  half  an  hour  after  daybreak  either 
portion  of  the  command  present  should  move  across  the  Shenandoah 
and  camp.  Before  reaching  Paris  Captain  Martindale  expressed  him- 
self of  the  opinion  that  Piedmont  would  be  the  better  point  to  meet  at. 
I  accepted  Captain  Martindale's  opinion  because  I  had  always  under- 
stood that  he  was  well  informed  regarding  the  geography  of  the  country, 
while  I  am  not.  I  sent  for  Lieutjenant  Draper,  who  was  near  me,  in 
order  to  communicate  my  change  of  the  place  of  rendezvous.  I  sent 
for  him  and  directed  him  to  communicate  my  change  of  orders  to 
Captain  Snow,  because  the  command  was  obliged  to  march  by  file,  and 
Captain  Snow,  who  was  the  rear,  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  pass  the 
column.  We  were  near  Paris,  and  time  was  precious.  I  told  Lieuten- 
ant Draper  that  he  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  communication 
of  my  orders.  When  we  reached  Paris  Captain  Snow's  column  took 
the  proper  route;  I,  with  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  two 
scouts,  and  Captain  Martindale  and  Lieutenant  Baker,  moved  to  the 
right  of  Paris.  I  proceeded  to  search  such  houses  as  were  pointed  out 
by  the  deserter  from  Mosby,  who  accompanied  me,  as  the  homes  of 
Mosby's  men  and  officers  and  the  place  used  for  storage  of  the  enemy's 
supplies.  At  the  first  house  I  ordered  to  be  searched  Lieutenant  Jones, 
Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  I  had  ordered,  with  twenty- 
five  men,  to  search  all  houses  which  I  thought  should  be  searched,  was 
left  with  two  men .  Before  he  had  finished  searching  I  moved  the  column , 
presuming  Lieutenant  Jones  would  follow  the  course  the  regiment  had 
taken.  Lieutenant  Jones  mistook  the  route  takeu  by  the  regiment  and 
failed  to  overtake  it.  I  moved  by  way  of  Markham's  Station  to  a 
point  on  the  road  from  (Jpperville  to  Piedmont,  and  two  miles  from 
the  latter  point.  I  arrived  at  this  point  at  6.30  a.  m.  I  sent  a  patrol, 
consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men,  from  the  point  to  Piedmont. 
I  sent  a  verbal  message  by  the  sergeant  to  Captain  Snow  to  move 
immediately  to  my  position,  it  being  on  the  direct  road  to  Winchester, 
by  way  of  Ashby's  Gap.  I  directed  the  sergeant  to  move  there  and 
back  rapidly.  The  sergeant  having  arrived  at  Piedmont,  found  that 
the  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry  was  not  there,  and  had  not  been 
there.  Thinking  Captain  Snow  might  have  pursued  my  first  instruc- 
tions to  meet  me  Avith  his  command  at  Upperville,  I  expected  to  find 
that  he  had  remained  there  until  half  an  hour  after  daylight  and 
consequently,  he  would  not  be  far  ahead  of  me.  '         ' 

On  arriving  at  Upperville  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  Captain 
Snow  left  that  place  at  5  o'clock  that  morning  instead  of  the  later  hour 
I  had  directed.  Small  parties  of  the  enemy  continually  harassed  our 
rear  and  threatened  our  front  and  flanks.  On  arriving  at  Paris  thev 
made  strong  demonstrations,  and  as  we  passed  through  that  place  the 
command  was  harassed  by  musketry  from  behind  a  stone  wall  The 
stone  wall  was  on  elevated  ground  protected  by  natural  obstacles  from 
an  attack  from  cavalry  and  protected  perfectly  from  our  fire  I  sue 
ceeded  m  marching  the  command  through  the  town,  without  sustainine 
any  loss.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  captured  eighteen  of  the  enemv 
mcludmg  Mosby's  quartermaster  and  one  lieutenant  of  the  line  toeether 
with  about  fifty  horses.  * 

On  arriving  at  a  point  on  the  road  from  Paris  to  Berry's  Ferry  where 
the  road  to  Shepherd's  Ford  turns  oflf,  it  became  necessary  to  march  the 
command  by  file  owing  to  a  narrow  passage  through  the  rocks  of  th^ 
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path  known  as  the  road  to  Shepherd's  Ferry.  I  halted  the  command 
to  put  everything  in  the  best  order  lest  we  should  be  attacked  while 
in  the  path. 

The  following  was  the  disposition  of  my  command  at  the  time:  Lieu- 
tenant Jones  was  missing  from  the  night  before;  Lieutenant  Nesmith, 
J?ourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  had  been  seriously  wounded  the 
preceding  night;  Capt.  D.  K.  Duff,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
and  myself  were  the  ouly  oflScers  present  for  duty.  I  had  placed  Cap- 
ton  JJuft  m  charge  of  the  rear  guard,  which  consisted  of  forty  men. 
The  advance  and  main  portion  of  the  command  consisted  of  fifty  men. 
The  prisoners  and  led  horses,  under  guard  of  twenty-five  men.  were  in 
advance  of  Captain  Duffs  portion  of  the  command  and  in  rear  of  the 
mam  body.  I  made  the  rear  guard  so  strong  in  proportion  to  the  size 
of  my  command  owing  to  the  enemy's  repeated  and  vigorous  attacks 
on  It.  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  column.  I  turned  around  in  order  to 
observe  the  condition  of  the  column,  and  looking  to  the  rear,  which  had 
not  entered  the  new  direction,  I  observed  several  men  hold  up  their 
hands  and  make  gestures  which  I  supposed  were  intended  to  inform  me 
that  the  rear  was  attacked.  I  immediately  ordered  the  command 
"  right  into  line,"  ordered  the  prisoners  and  led  horses  to  be  moved 
forward  quickly  into  the  path  and  to  follow  the  extreme  advance,  which 
I  did  not  recall. 

2fo  sooner  had  I  issued  these  commands  than  I  saw  Captain  Duflf 
and  his  party  at  the  rear  of  the  small  party  who  marched  in  rear  of  the 
led  horses.  Captain  Duff's  command  was  coming  at  a  run.  I  saw 
rebels  among  and  in  rear  of  his  party  charging.  I  ordered  the  com- 
mand forward,  fired  a  volley,  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  the  men  did 
not  complete.  Captain  Duff  in  the  meantime  was  trying  to  rally  his  men 
in  rear  of  my  line.  Before  his  command  had  reloaded  their  pieces  I  had 
fired  another  volley  and  ordered  a  second  charge.  All  the  prisoners 
and  led  horses  had  not  yet  entered  the  path.  The  charge  was  met  by 
one  from  the  enemy  and  the  command  was  broken.  The  men  had  no 
weapons  but  their  carbines,  and  these  were  extremely  diflBcult  to  load 
and  inefBcient  in  the  m^l^e  that  ensued.  I  made  every  effort,  as  did 
Captain  Duff  and  Captain  Martindale  and  Lieutenant  Baker,  of  the 
corps  staff",  to  reform  the  men,  but  our  efibrts  were  fruitless.  The 
rebels  had  very  few  sabers  but  were  well  supplied  with  revolvers,  and 
rode  up  to  our  men  and  shot  them  down  without  meeting  more  resist- 
ance than  men  could  make  with  carbines.  There  was  a  small  ridge 
overlooking  both  parties  through  which  the  path  led.  I  rode  up  the 
side  of  this  and  formed  the  advance  guard,  which  had  returned  to  aid 
me.  The  enemy  were  amidst  the  men,  and  both  parties  were  so  mixed 
up  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  men  in  line.  As  fast  as  men  could 
force  their  horses  into  the  path,  where  many  of  the  men  were  crowded 
together,  they  broke  for  the  river.  I  waited  until  I  was  surrounded, 
and  only  half  a  dozen  men  left  around ;  the  balance  had  retreated  toward 
the  river,  or  were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured.  Captain  Maitindale, 
as  he  left,  said  to  me  "It  is  useless  to  attempt  to  rally  the  men  here; 
we'll  try  it  farther  on."  I  tried  to  ride  to  the  front.  The  prisoners  had 
placed  the  horses  they  were  on  and  leading  across  in  the  path  so  as  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  men.  Men  were  crowded  into  the  path  by 
twos  and  threes  where  there  was  really  only  room  for  one  to  ride. 
Men  were  being  thrown  and  being  crushed  as  they  lay  on  the  ground 
by  others;  they  were  falling  from  their  horses  from  the  enemy's  fire  in 
front  and  rear  of  me.  I  rode  past  about  twenty  of  the  men  and  again 
tried  to  raUy  the  men,  but  all  my  efforts  were  fruitless. 
30  K.  R — VOL  XL VI,  PT   I 
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I  remained  at  this  point  until  nearly  all  of  our  men  -were  past  me, 
I  rode  ahead  of  a  portion  of  the  command  again  and  begged  them  tft 
stop,  but  I  could  not  rally  them.  My  right  leg  was  rendered  xiseless 
by  my  horse  falling  over  another,  and,  as  he  rose,  a  man  riding  fell 
against  me,  the  whole  weight  of  his  animal  being  precipitated  against 
my  1  ^g.  A  couple  of  rebels  were  standing  firing  at  me,  and  my  pistol 
was  1  mloaded.  I  turned  and  passed  a  number  of  the  men.  I  again 
atten  pted  to  rally  them.  I  told  them  that  there  were  only  a  few  fol- 
lowin.^  us,  and  they  could  be  easily  taken.  My  horse  had  been  wounded, 
and  my  leg  was  altogether  useless.  I  waited  until  the  last  of  our  men, 
mixed  up  with  a  large  number  of  escaped,  led,  and  riderless  horses, 
passed  me.  I  was  ordered  to  surrender,  two  of  the  enemy  in  advance 
endeavoring  to  beat  me  off  my  horse  with  their  pistols.  I  succeeded 
in  again  passing  a  number  of  the  men  and  tried  to  rally  them,  but  it 
was  impossible;  they  were  panic-stricken;  one  of  my  own  men,  as  I 
presented  my  empty  revolver  at  the  head  of  another,  trying  to  stop 
him,  ran  between  us  and  knocked  that  out  of  my  hand.  Again,  the 
rear  of  the  command,  now  reduced  to  about  twenty-four  men  and 
about  sixty  horses  and  mules,  passed  me,  and  I  was  unarmed  and  alone 
in  the  rear.  I  passed  several  of  the  men  and  endeavored  to  persuade 
them  of  the  weakness  of  the  enemy,  their  unloaded  pistols,  &c.,  but  it 
was  fruitless;  commands  and  persuasions  were  disregarded. 

I  suilered  terribly  from  physical  pain,  and  could  do  little  to  stop 
them  by  physical  force.  1  reached  the  river;  my  horse  fell  severed 
times  in  it,  but  at  last  I  got  across.  Captain  Martindale  forced  most 
of  the  men  across  to  halt  and  form  here,  and  covered  the  crossing  of 
the  few  who  had  reached  the  river.  Captain  Martindale,  myself,  two 
scouts,  and  twelve  men  were  over.  We  awaited  to  see  if  more  would 
come,  but  none  came;  eight  had  crossed  and  arrived  at  camp  before  us. 
I  was  placed  in  a  sleigh  and  arrived  at  camp  at  4!30  p.  m.  this  day. 

I  ascribe  the  disaster  to,  first,  Captain  Snow,  commanding  Twenty- 
first  New  York,  failing  to  go  to  Piedmont,  as  ordered  tlyough  Lieutenant 
Draper,  or  to  Upperville,  as  I  ordered  him  personally,  and  to  remain  at 
either  of  the  places  until  half  an  hour  after  daybreak.  One  of  Captain 
Snow's  command,  who  had  been  drunk,  and  was  left  by  the  command, 
confirmed  the  information  I  received  from  negroes  and  citizens  that 
Captain  Snow  left  Upperville  at  5  a.  m.,  instead  of  half  an  hour  after 
daybreak ;  second,  to  Captain  Duff's  rear  guard  being  pushed  into  the 
rear  of  the  column  before  I  knew  he  was  attacked;  third,  to  the  pau- 
city of  ofl&cers  detailed  with  the  command,  and  the  large  number  of 
men  engaged  who  were  new  recruits ;  fourth,  to  the  men  having  neither 
sabers  nor  revolvers,  and  consequently  being  unable  to  engage  in  a 
melee  successfully  with  an  enemy  armed  with  at  least  two  revolvers  to 
the  man ;  also,  I  did  not  know  of  the  attack  until  I  observed  the  rear 
guard  coming  in  at  full  flight,  mixed  up  with  and  pursued  by  the  enemy. 
1  do  not  think  the  enemy's  force  exceeded  between  sixty  and  seventy- 
five  men. 

Lieutenant  Jones  and  the  ten  men  with  him  have  returned  to  the 
camp  safely.  The  loss  is— 1  officer.  Lieutenant  Nesmith,  wounded; 
Captain  Duff  aud  Lieutenant  Baker,  corps  staff,  and  78  men,  missing. 
I  returned  to  camp  by  way  of  Berryville. 

I  forward,  inclosed,  the  report  of  Captain  Snow,  which  is  incorrect 
as  far  as  it  differs  from  this.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Draper.  I  feel  satisfied  that  1  did  all  I  knew  how  to  make 
the  movement  a  success,  and  it  having  failed  and  proved  a  disaster  I 
earnestly  request  to  be  allowed  to  appear  before  a  court  of  inquiry  to 
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prove  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  failure.  A  man  has  just  arrived 
who  hid  in  a  thicket,  and  says  he  saw  a  party  of  about  600  of  the 
enemy  moving  toward  Shepherd's  Ford. 

I  have  omitted,  heretofore,  to  state  that  a  party,  under  Lieutenant 
Baker,  of  corps  headquarters,  captured  the  quartermaster's  camp  of 
Mosby's  command.  There  was  no  property  but  one  wagon  and  one 
ambulance,  two  horses  and  six  mules  in  it.  We  brought  the  horses 
and  mules  along,  but  they,  with  the  rest,  -rt^ere  lost  in  the  fight. 

Trusting,  general,  that  you  will  grant  me  a  court  of  inquiry  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment, 

1  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  GIBSON, 
Major,  Commanding  DetcKhment. 
Maj.  Will  Exjmsey, 

Asswtant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  E.  Snow,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry. 

Camp  Twenty-fibst  New  York  Volunteee  Cavalry, 

Camp  Averell,  Va.,  February  18  [19\,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  detailed  yesterday,  the 
18th  instant,  to  take  command  of  100  men  of  the  Twenty-first  (Gris- 
wold's  Light)  New  York  Cavalry,  and  report  to  Major  Gibson,  of  the 
Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for  scout.  Left  camp  at  6  p.  m.  the 
18th  instant,  crossed  the  Shenandoah  Eiver  at  Shepherd's  Mills  Ford. 
When  near  Paris,  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  received  orders  from  Major 
Gibson  to  take  the  road  leading  to  Upperville  and  search  all  houses 
between  Paris  and  Upperville;  also  give  the  latter  place  a  thorough 
searching.  While  he  would  take  the  road  leading  to  the  right  to  Pied- 
mont, I  was  to  remain  at  Upperville  until  one  hour  before  daybreak, 
where  he  was  to  join  me.  If  he  did  not  arrive,  on  no  account  was  I  to 
remain  there  longer  than  half  an  hour  before  daybreak,  but  start  with 
my  command  to  camp.  Agreeable  to  instructions  I  proceeded  to  Upper- 
ville, and  gave  the  houses  there  a  thorough  searching  and  in  vicinity, 
finding  three  Confederate  soldiers,  one  belonging  to  Mosby's  command 
"and  two  to  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

About  3.30  this  a.  m.  I  took  ten  men  to  search  Major  Bichards'  house, 
one  mile  from  Upperville,  leaving  Lieutenant  Meldrum,  Twenty-first 
New  York  (Griswold's  Light)  Cavalry,  in  command  until  my  return, 
with  strict  orders  to  keep  the  men  in  column  and  be  in  readiness  for 
any  emergency.  On  my  return  I  found  about  one-third  of  the  men 
very  much  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  they  having  found  two  barrels 
of  liquor  during  my  absence.  Started  for  camp,  and  arrived  at  Paris 
at  daylight,  returning  by  the  way  of  Berry's  Bridge.  Arrived  in  camp 
at  10.30  a.  m. 

Six  of  my  men  were  left  in  Loudoun ;  they  were  so  intoxicated  it  was 
impossible  to  get  them  along.  The  horses,  arms,  and  accouterments 
were  brought  in  by  the  rear  guard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

HENRY  E.  SNOW, 
Captain  A  Company,  Twenty-first  N.  T.  Vol.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Detail. 

M%jor  Gibson, 

Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
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FEBRUAIIT  18-19,  1865. — Scout  in  Prince  William  County,  Va. 

Repo7-t  of  Col.  Charles  Albright,  Two  hundred  and  second  PennsyVcania 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  202d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Fairfax  Station,  Va.,  February  19, 1865. 
Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  at  about  4 
p.  m.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Rucker,  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
to  proceed  to  certain  houses  in  Prince  William  County,  from  the 
Occoquan  Eun  to  Stafford  County  line,  with  about  100  men  of  his 
command.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Rucker  to  operate  until  daylight, 
and  then  return  to  camp,  which  instructions  he  followed,  and  returned 
this  p.  m.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  expedition  met  with  complete  suc- 
cess, and  reflects  great  credit  upon  Lieutenant  Rucker  for  the  manner 
in  which  be  conducted  it.  The  lieutenant  was  accompanied  with  Mr, 
Thomas  Smoot,  U.  S.  detective,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  as  guides. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  was  the  capture  of  fifteen  prisoners  of  the 
following  names.*  The  horse  captured  by  the  guerrillas  last  fall  from 
Lieutenant  De  Laney  was  retaken;  also  one  U.  S.  horse,  with  which 
Lieutenant  Rucker  has  mounted  one  of  his  men.  The  camp  of  this 
gang  is  burnt,  and  a  quantity  of  clothing  and  blankets,  which  could 
not  be  brought  along,  was  destroyed ;  also  some  muskets. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAS.  ALBRIGHT, 
Colonel  202d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  Charles  I.  WickershAjVi, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fairfax  Court-Mouse,  Va. 
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REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Middle  Military 

Division. 
No.  2. — Maj.  Robert  P.  Kennedy,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  3.— Lieut.  Col.   Edward  W.  Whitaker,  First    Connecticut   Cavalry,  Acting 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 
No.  4. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

B^ort  of  Maj.  Oen.  Philip  R.  Sheridan,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Middle 

Military  Division. 

Winchester,  Va.,  February  SI,  1865—9.45  a.  m. 

A  party  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  rebel  cavalry  surprised  General  Crook's 

pickets  at  Cumberland  at  3  o'clock  this  morning,  entered  the  city  and 

captured  Generals  Crook  and  Kelley,  and  carried  them  off.    I  ordered 

the  cavalry  at  New  Creek  to  Mooretield,  and  sent  from  here  to  same 

*  Names  omitted. 
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place,  via  Wardensville,  but  have  but  little  hopes  of  recapture,  as  the 
party  is  going  very  rapidly.  I  think  the  party  belongs  to  McNeill's 
band. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haxleck,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Major- General. 


No.  2. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Robert  P.  Kennedy,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  U.  S. 

Army. 

Cumberland,  Md.,  February  21, 1865 — 6  a.  m. 
The  party  that  surprised  and  captured  the  pickets,  and  carried  off 
Major-Generals  Crook  and  Kelley  and  others,  seem  to  have  been  about 
100  picked  men  from  Rosser's  command.  They  remained  only  about  ten 
minutes.  Except  capturing  a  few  horses  they  have  done  no  other 
injury.  I  have  sent  all  the  cavalry  I  have  (about  fifty)  after  them.  I 
have  ordered  all  the  cavalry  from  New  Creek  after  them.  I  will  send 
a  regiment  of  infantry  to  New  Creek  at  7  o'clock,  to  replace  the  cavalry 
sent  out  from  there.  Cannot  parties  be  sent  out  from  the  Valley  to 
intercept  them?  The  rebels  told  a  story  of  Rosser's  brigade  being  out 
of  town  some  miles,  on  the  New  Creek  road.  This  I  do  not  credit.  I 
will  send  any  further  information. 
Respectfully, 

ROBT.  P.  KENNEDY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Major-General  Sheridan,  Winchester,  Va. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  February  31, 1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Captain  Botsford  has  just  returned  and  reports  them  to  be  about 
sixty  in  number,  and  that  they  are  going  direct  to  Romney,  via  Spring- 
field: they  are  riding  very  fast. 

ROBT.  P.  KENNEDY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  Sheridan,  Winchester,  Va. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  February  21, 1865—7.10  a.  m. 
Major  Troxel  left  from  New  Creek  for  Romney  with  150  men.    I  hope 
they  may  be  able  to  head  them  off.     The  party  undoubtedly  went 
through  Springfield  and  to  Romney. 

^       *^  ROBT.  P.  KENNEDY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major-General  Sheridan,  Winchester,  Ya. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  February  21, 1865. 

(Received  9.45  a.  m.) 

This  morning,  about  3  o'clock,  a  party  of  rebel  horsemen  came  up 
on  the  New  Creek  road,  about  sixty  in  number.  They  captured  the 
picket  and  quietly  rode  into  town ;  went  directly  to  the  headquarters 
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of  Generals  Crook  and  Kelley,  sending  a  couple  of  men  to  each  place 
to  overpower  the  headquarters  guard,  when  they  went  directly  to  the , 
room  of  General  Crook,  and,  without  disturbing  anybody  else  in  the 
house,  ordered  him  to  dress  and  took  him  downstairs  and  placed  him 
upon  a  horse  ready  saddled  and  waiting.  The  same  was  done  to 
General  Kelley;  Captain  Melvin,  assistant  adjutant- general  to  General 
Kelley,  was  also  taken.  While  this  was  being  done,  a  few  of  them, 
without  creating  any  disturbance,  opened  one  or  two  stores,  but  they 
left  without  waiting  to  take  anything.  It  was  done  so  quietly  that 
others  of  us,  who  were  sleeping  in  adjoining  rooms  to  General  Crook, 
were  not  disturbed.  The  alarm  was  given  within  ten  minutes  by  a 
darkey  watchman  at  the  hotel,  who  escaped  from  them,  and  within  an 
hour  we  had  a  party  of  fifty  cavalry  after  them.  They  tore  up  the 
telegraph  lines,  and  it  required  almost  an  hour  to  get  them  in  working 
order.  As  soon  as  New  Creek  could  be  called,  I  ordered  a  force  to  be 
sent  to  Komney,  and  it  started  without  any  unnecessary  delay.  A 
second  force  has  gone  from  New  Creek  to  Moorefield,  and  a  regiment  of 
infantry  has  gone  to  New  Creek  to  supply  the  place  of  the  cavalry. 
They  rode  good  horses,  and  left  at  a  very  rapid  rate,  evidently  fearful 
of  being  overtaken.  They  did  not  remain  in  Cumberland  over  ten 
minutes.  From  all  information  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that.  Instead 
of  Rosser,  it  is  McNeill's  company.  Most  of  the  men  of  that  company 
are  from  this  place.    I  will  telegraph  you  fullv  any  farther  information. 

EOBT,  P.  KENNEDY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
Major-General  Sheridan. 


Headquarters  Department  op  West  Virginia, 

February  23, 1865. 
The  party  sent  out  from  New  Creek  has  returned ;  they  arrived  at 
Moorefield  one  hour  after  the  rebels  had  passed  through.  After  passing 
Moorefield  the  rebels  scattered  to  the  mountains.  It  being  dark,  and 
there  being  evidences  of  other  forces  in  the  vicinity,  they  returned  the 
next  morning.  The  force  from  New  Creek  met  the  force  sent  out  from 
Winchester.  The  rebel  command  consisted  of  seventy  men,  under  Lieu- 
tenant McNeill. 

Respectfully, 

ROBT.  P.  KENNEDY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Winchester,  Va. 

'Same  to  General  Stevenson,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.) 


No.  3. 


Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  ■  W.  Whitaker,  First  Connecticut  Cavalry, 
Acting  Assistant  Inspector- Oeneral. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Div.  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Div., 

February  23, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  instructions 
from  general  commanding  division  to  recapture  general  ofUcers  taken 
by  enemy  at  Cumberland,  Md.,  early  the  2l8t  instant,  I  moved  at  9 
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a.  m.  that  day,  with  340  men,  for  Moorefleld,  Va.,  which  point  I  reached 
at  1.30  p.  m.  the  22d  instant,  and  there  learned  that  the  enemy,  with 
important  prisoners,  had  crossed  the  Moorefield  and  Winchester  pike  two 
miles  from  town  at  aboat  1  p.  m.  the  21st  instant,  and  that  a  party  of 
Federal  cavalry  from  New  Creek  were  in  the  town  immediately  after 
but  had  returned.  I  at  once  sent  an  officer  to  communicate  with  the 
latter  force — ^the  camp-fires  could  be  seen  about  five  miles  out  of  Moore- 
field— and  then  returned  to  the  trail  of  the  enemy,  which  I  carefully 
examined  and  found  to  have  been  made  by  about  fifty  mounted  men 
in  crossing  my  route,  apparently  in  haste,  obliquely,  and  from  north- 
west to  southeast,  from  a  wooded  path  on  my  right  down  a  steep 
declivity  into  woods  on  my  left.  Here  obtaining  conclusive  proof  that 
the  trail  was  made  at  or  about  1  p.  m.  the  previous  day,  giving  the  enemy 
over  twelve  hours  in  my  advance,  I  decided  to  not  pursue,  my  horses 
having  been  badly  jaded  in  breaking  a  foot  of  snow  over  the  mountains, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  prospects  of  not  overtaking  the  enemy  till 
he  had  reached  assistance  in  the  Valley.  The  citizens  stated  he  had 
discovered  the  near  approach  of  the  New  Creek  cavalry.  The  prospect 
of  rain  induced  me  to  return  rapidly  campward,  via  the  Back  Creek 
road. 

The  officer  whom  I  sent  to  communicate  with  the  New  Creek  cavalry 
soon  rejoined  me,  with  verbal  statement  from  Colonel  Greenfield,  Twenty- 
second  Pennsylvania  Cavah-y,  to  the  effect  that  his  advance,  400  men, 
under  a  major,  had  seen  the  enemy  with  prisoners,  between  1  and  2  p.  m. 
the  day  previous,  moving  off  from  the  Eomney  and  Moorefield  pike,  with 
such  an  accession  to  their  numbers  as  to  make  an  attack  on  them  haz- 
ardous; therefore  he  had  not  attacked  them  but  desired  to  co-operate 
with  me  if  I  was  about  to  pursue.  I  had  moved  out  too  far  to  return  a 
reply,  and  still  continued  march,  with  occasional  annoyances  from  bush- 
whackers in  rear,  to  Cacapon  bridge,  where  bivouacked  last  night, 
arriving  in  camp  at  noon  to-day  after  much  trouble  in  crossing  the 
rapidly  swelling  streams. 

My  loss  was  none  except  in  horses  a  few.  Pour  of  enemy  taken 
prisoi^ers  on  route. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  Major  McClong,  Third  New  Jersey 
Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Haswell,  General  Custer's  escort.  First  Ver- 
mont Cavalry,  for  zealous  aid  and  hearty  co-operation  in  eifortsto 
accomplish  the  object  of  the  expedition,  which  I  much  regret  to  report 
a  failure. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  E.  W.  WHITAKEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Connecticut  Cavalry, 
Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Third  Division  Cavalry. 

Capt.  L.  SlEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

February  34, 1865. 

General  Early  reports  that  Lieutenant  McNeill,  with  thirty  men,  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st  entered  Cumberland,  captured  and  brought  out 


472  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVIII. 

Generals  Crook  and  Kelley,  the  adjutant-general  of  department,  two 
privates,  and  the  headquarters  flag,  without  firing  a  gun,  though  a  con- 
siderable force  is  stationed  in  vicinity.  Lieutenant  McNeill  and  party 
deserve  much  credit  for  this  bold  exploit.  Their  prisoners  will  reach 
Staunton  to-day. 


!R.  £.  Ij££i. 


Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War. 


FEBRUASY  23-24,  1865. — Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  West  Point,  Va. 

Beport  of  Gapt.  William  B.  Hedges,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, commanding  expedition. 

Headquarters  Exterior  Line  of  Defenses, 

Fort  Magruder,  March  1, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Turner, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Sir  :  The  expedition,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  report  from  the  offi- 
cer commanding,  was  ordered  by  the  verbal  command  of  Major-General 
Ord  during  his  visit  to  Yorktown.  I  therefore  transmit  the  report  for 
his  information.  I  have  disposed  of  the  prisoners  in  the  manner  I  con- 
sidered best  for  the  interest  of  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  C.  LUDLOW, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Post. 

[Incloaure.] 

Fort  Magruder,  Va.,  February  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  expedition 
which  left  Yorktown,  Va.,  on  board  TJ.  S.  gunboat  Mystic,  Thursday, 
February  23,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Mvd- 
cahy,  who  placed  me  in  command  of  the  same : 

My  force  consisted  of  forty-five  men  from  Company  M,  Sixteenth 
New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  thirty  marines,  commanded  by 
Acting  Ensign  Leonard,  of  the  gun-boat  Crusader.  The  Mystic  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  immediately  after  dark,  grounding  opposite  Green 
Point,  distant  only  ten  miles  from  Yorktown.  Captain  Wright,  her 
commander,  made  every  effort  in  his  power  to  get  her  afloat,  but  did  not 
succeed  until  9  a.  m.  Friday,  the  24th  instant  (which  circumstance  so 
delayed, the  expedition  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  fully  carry 
out  my  instructions  as  was  intended).  As  soon  as  she  was  afloat  I 
proceeded  up  the  river,  landing  the  force  just  above  West  Point. 
Skirmished  the  woods  in  the  vicinity,  and,  meeting  with  no  resistance, 
extended  the  skirmish  line  across  the  neck  of  land  between  the  rivers, 
and  in  this  manner  entered  the  town.  Prior  to  my  advance,  and  while 
preparing  to  land,  I  discovered  three  mounted  men  escaping  through 
the  woods,  one  of  whom  I  aiterward  learned  to  be  Colonel  Bichardson, 
of  General  Lee's  stafi',  at  home  on  sixty  days'  leave  of  absence.  I  found 
but  three  men  in  my  advance  upon  and  search  through  the  town,  two 
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of  whom  I  have  every  reasou  to  believe  are  spies,  from  the  fact  of  their 
leaving  Yorktown  the  same  night  of  the  expedition,  running  the  blockade 
in  a  small  boat,  and  undoubtedly  informed  the  enemy  of  our  approach. 
(The  fact  of  the  gun-boat  getting  aground  afforded  them  ample  time 
to  warn  Captain  Richardson  and  others  of  our  supposed  intentions.) 

Before  leaving  West  Point  I  received  Information  in  regard  to 
important  movement  of  the  enemy,  which  I  have  heretofore  communi- 
cated. Having  accomplished  all  that  could  be  done  here  the  forc« 
crossed  the  river  and  burned  a  store-house  and  bam,  containing  at  least 
15,000  bushels  of  grain  and  1,000  pounds  of  bacon,  the  property  of 
Beverly  Anderson,  a  contractor  for  the  so-called  Confederate  Govern- 
ment. We  then  embarked  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Queen's 
Creek,  hoping  thus  to  deceive  the  enemy  in  regard  to  our  intended 
movements  tor  that  night.  Soon  as  darkness  would  hide  our  move- 
ments the  vessel  moved  up  the  river  until  nearly  opposite  the  residence 
of  Andrew  Eichardson,  where  the  wedding  was  to  take  place  and  where 
I  expected  to  find  Capt.  Theodore  Richardson,  the  murderer  of  the 
oysterman.  After  considerable  difficulty  we  succeeded  in  landing  (it 
being  dark  and  rainy),  and  proceeded  five  miles  to  Andrew  Richard- 
son's house  (skirmishing  the  woods  and  arresting  two  citizens  on  the 
way),  which  I  immediately  ordered  to  be  surrounded.  As  soon  as  this 
was  accomplished  I  demanded  admittance;  upon  being  refused  forced 
my  way  into  the  house,  making  a  complete  surprise.  Shots  were,  how- 
ever, fired  by  the  occupants,  in  returning  which  I  wounded  Richardson. 
Searched  thoroughly  the  premises,  and  finding  nothing  morel  retraced 
my  way  to  the  landing,  arriving  there  about  daybreak;  crossed  the 
river  and  burned  the  buildings  from  which  the  decoy  signal  was  shown 
and  from  which  the  oystermen  were  fired  into;  also  a  barn  containing 
about  8,000  bushels  of  grain.  The  force  went  on  board  the  gun-boat; 
landed  on  the  opposite  shore  and  eight  miles  below  the  last  point  of 
embarkation.  I  here  burned  the  residence  of  Captain  Richardson,  con- 
sisting of  two  dwellings,  barn,  and  a  store,  all  his  household  furniture, 
and  2,000  bushels  of  grain,  his  family  having  made  their  escape  while 
the  gun-boat  was  aground. 

Having  executed  my  orders  as  far  as  possible,  I  again  embarked  and 
returned  to  Yorktown.  Reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulcahy,  who 
ordered  me  to  report  to  brigadier-general  commanding  post.  The  per- 
sons arrested  are — Andrew  Richardson  (whom  I  left  wounded  in  charge 
of  surgeon,  gun-boat  Mystic),  Thomas  Davis,  E.W.  Powells,  and  James 
Gwin  (whom  I  had  at  first  suspected  but  I  found  nothing  against),  Rich- 
ard Pippin  (who  has  promised  to  assist  me  in  apprehending  Richardson 
and  other  guerrillas),  J.  W.  and  Harley  Cole  (the  suspected  spies  found 
at  West  Point).  The  wedding  spoken  of  is  to  take  place  Thursday, 
March  2,  at  Tabernacle  Church.  It  is  reported  that  there  will  be  a 
party  of  guerrillas  attending. 

Hoping  1  may  have  the  opportunity  of  again  attempting  the  arrest 
of  this  noted  band  of  guerrillas,  I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 

obedient  servant,  _ 

WM.  R.  HEDGES, 
Captain  Company  M,  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery, 

Brigadier-General  Ludlow, 

Commanding  Post. 
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FEBBUABT  27-MA&CH  28,  1865.— Expedition  from  WiachMter  to  the 
front  of  Petenbarg^,  Va. 

sttm;m;a.iiy  of  the  PRiNciPA-ri  bjvknts. 

Feb.  27,  1865. — Sheridan's  command  starts  from  Winchester. 
Mar.    1,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Mount  Crawford. 
2,  1865. — Occupation  of  Staunton. 
Affair  at  Swoope's  Depot. 
Engagement  at  Waynesborough. 
3, 1865. — Occupation  of  Charlottesville. 

8,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Duguidsville. 

9,  1865. — Occupation  of  Columbia. 

11,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Goochland  Court-Honse. 
13, 1865. — Skirmish  near  Beaver  Dam  Station. 
U,  1865. — Skirmish  at  the  South  Anna  Bridge. 
15,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Hanover  Conrt-House. 

Skirmish  near  Ashland. 
26, 1865. — Sheridan's  command  crosses  the  James  River. 

REPORTS,  ETC.* 

No.    1. — ^Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.   2.— Bvt.  Maj.  Ocran  H.  Howard,  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavahry,  Army  of 
the  Shenandoah. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion. 

No.    5. — Col.  Peter  Stagg,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  6. — Col.  Charles  L.  Fitzhugh,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.    7. — Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Gibbs,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Reserve  Brigade. 

No.   8. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Caster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  9. — Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  10. — Maj.  Hartwell  B.  Compson,  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade. 

No.  11. — Col.  John  J.  Coppinger,  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  12. — Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress, No.  43,  approved  July  12,  1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Congress, 
approved  March  3,  1863. 

No.  13. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  14. — Journal  of  Capt.  Jed.  Hotchkiss,  Topographical  Engineer,  Second  Corps, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  (Valley  District),  of  operations  January  1- 
May  8,  1865. 

No.  1. 

Retort  of  Maj.  Qen.  Philip   H.  Sheridan,    U.  8.   Army,   comniemdinff 

expedition. 

Hbadquartees  Military  Division  of  the  Southwest, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  July  16, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  in  the  campaign  from  Winchester,  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  to  the  armies  in  front  of  Petersburg,  beginning 
February  27  and  ending  March  28 : 

*  See  also  report  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  p.  48. 
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The  command  consisted  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Cavahy 
of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer,  com- 
manding Third  Division,  and  Brig.  Gen.  T.  C.  Devin  the  First.  The 
following  was  the  effective  force : 


Effective  force  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  February 
28,  1865,  Maj.   Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

OflicerH. 

Men. 

Total. 

260 
2 

240 
1 

4,787 
52 

4,000 
45 

5,047 

54 

Third  Oaval^  DiTigioD,  Bvt.  11^.  Gen.  G.  A.  Coater  commanding 

4,840 
46 

Total 

503 

9,484 

U,087 

On  the  morning  of  February  27, 1865,  we  marched  from  Winchester 
up  the  Valley  pike,  with  five  days'  rations  in  hh,ver8acks,  and  fifteen 
days'  rations  of  coffee,  siigai',  and  salt  in  wagons,  thirty  pounds  of  for- 
age on  each  horse,  one  wagon  for  division  headquarters,  eight  ambu- 
lances, and  our  ammunition  train;  no  other  wagons,  except  a  pontoon 
train  of  eight  boats,  were  permitted  to  accompany  the  command. 

My  orders  were  to  destroy  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  the  James 
Eiver  Canal,  capture  Lynchburg  if  practicable,  and  then  join  Major- 
General  Sherman  wherever  he  might  be  found  in  North  Carolina,  or 
return  to  Winchester;  but  in  joining  General  Sherman  I  must  be 
governed  by  the  position  of  affairs  after  the  capture  of  Lynchburg. 

.The  command  was  in  fine  condition,  but  the  weather  was  very  bad, 
as  the  spring  thaw,  with  heavy  rains,  had  already  come  on.  The  valley 
and  surrounding  mountains  were  covered  with  snow  which  was  fast 
disappearing,  putting  all  the  streams  nearly  past  fording. 

On  our  first  day's  march  we  crossed  Cedar  Creek,  Tumbling  Eun, 
and  Tom's  Brook,  and  went  into  camp  at  Woodstock,  having  marched 
thirty  miles. 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant  the  march  was  re- 
sumed through  Edenburg,  across  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah 
Eiver,  and  through  New  Market,  going  into  camp  at  Lacey's  Spring, 
nine  milesnorth  of  Harrisonburg;  the  crossing  of  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah  was  by  a  pontoon  bridge. 

Small  bands  of  guerrillas  hovered  on  our  flanks  daring  the  day,  but 
no  effort  was  made  to  drive  them  off,  and  no  damage  was  done  by  them; 
distance  marched,  twenty-nine  miles. 

The  march  was  resumed  at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
[March  1],  through  Harrisonburg  andMount  Crawford,  and  camppitched 
on  Middle  Eiver  at  Cline's  Mills.  Guerrillas  hovered  around  us  during 
the  march,  and  at  Mount  Crawford  General  Eosser,  with  200  or  300  cav- 
alry, attempted  to  burn  the  bridge  over  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Shenan- ' 
doah,  but  did  not  succeed ;  two  of  Capehart's  regiments  swam  the  river 
above  the  bridge,  charged  Eosser  and  routed  him,  driving  him  rapidly 
to  Cline's  Mills,  the  advance  pushing  almost  to  Staunton ;  but  few  of 
the  enemy  were  killed,  30  taken  prisoners,  and  20  ambulances  and 
wagons,  with  their  contents,  were  captured  and  destroyed;  our  loss 
was  5  men  wounded.  Cline's  Mills  are  seven  miles  from  Staunton, 
where  the  headquarters  of  General  Early  were  said  to  be.  Not  know- 
ing but  that  he  would  fight  at  Staunton,  Colonel  Stagg's  brigade,  of 
General  Devin's  division,  was  ordered  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge 
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over  Christian's  Creek,  between  Staunton  and  Waynesborough,  to  pre- 
vent his  getting  re-enforcements  by  rail,  or,  in  case  he  would  not  stand, 
to  prevent  him  carrying  off  supplies  and  ordnance  stores;  the  bridge 
was  burned,  but  General  Early,  learning  of  our  approach,  made  a  hasty 
retreat  to  Waynesborough,  leaving  word  in  Staunton  that  he  intended 
to  fight  at  that  place. 

The  next  morning  we  entered  Staunton.  The  question  then  arose  in 
my  mind  whether  I  should  pursue  my  course  on  to  Lynchburg,  leaving 
General  Early  in  my  rear,  or  go  out  and  fight  him  with  my  cavalry 
against  his  infantry  and  what  cavalry  he  could  collect,  defeat  him,  and 
open  a  way  through  Eockflsh  Gap,  and  have  everything  in  my  own 
hands  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  portion  of  my  instructions  which 
directed  the  destruction  of  the  Central  Railroad  and  James  Eiver 
Canal.  I  decided  upon  the  latter  course,  and  General  Custer's  division 
(Third),  composed  of  Colonel  Wells',  Pennington's,  and  Capehart's  bri- 
gades, was  directed  to  take  up  the  pursuit,  followed  closely  by  (Jeneral 
Devin's  division,  composed  of  General  Gibbs'  and  Colonels  Fitzhugh's 
and  Stagg's  brigades.  The  rain  had  been  pouring  in  torrents  for  two 
days,  and  the  roads  were  bad  beyond  description;  nevertheless,  the 
men  pushed  boldly  on,  although  horses  and  men  could  scarcely  be  rec- 
ognized for  the  mud  which  covered  them. 

General  Custer  found  General  Early  as  he  had  promised,  at  Waynes- 
borough, in  a  well  chosen  position,  with  two  brigades  of  infantry  and 
some  cavalry  under  General  Rosser,  the  infantry  occupying  breast-works. 
Custer,  without  waiting  for  the  enemy  to  get  up  his  courage  over  the 
delay  of  a  careful  reconnaissance,  made  his  dispositions  for  attack  at 
once,  sending  three  regiments  around  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  somewhat  exposed  by  being  advanced  from,  instead  of  restingupon, . 
the  bank  of  the  river  in  his  immediate  rear.  He,  with  the  other  two 
brigades,  partly  mounted  and  partly  dismounted,  at  a  given  signal 
boldly  attacked  and  impetuously  carried  the  enemy's  works,  while  the 
Eighth  New  York  and  the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  which  were  formed 
in  column  of  fours,  charged  over  the  breast- works,  and  continued  the 
charge  through  the  little  town  of  Waynesborough,  sabering  a  few  men 
as  they  went  along,  and  did  not  stop  until  they  had  crossed  the  South 
Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  River,  which  was  immediately  in  General 
Early's  rear,  where  they  formed  as  foragers,  and  with  drawn  sabers 
held  the  east  bank  of  the  stream.  The  enemy  threw  down  their  arms 
and  surrendered,  with  cheers  at  the  suddenness  with  which  they  were 
captured. 

The  general  officers  present  at  this  engagement  were  Generals  Early, 
Long,  Wharton,  Lilley,  and  Rosser,  and  it  has  always  been  a  wonder  to 
me  how  they  escaped,  unless  they  hid  in  obscure  places  in  the  houses 
of  the  town. 

Colonel  Capehart,  with  his  brigade,  continued  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy's  train,  which  was  stretched  for  miles  over  the  mountains,  and 
the  other  two  brigades  pushed  rapidly  after  him,  with  orders  to  encamp 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

The  substantial  results  of  this  brilliant  fight  were  11  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, with  horses  and  caissons  complete;  about  200  wagons  and  teams, 
all  loaded  with  subsistence,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  ammuni- 
tion, and  officers'  baggage ;  17  battle-flags,  and  1,600  officers  and  enlisted 
men.  The  results,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  were  very  great,  as  the 
crossing  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  covered  with  snow  as  it  was,  at  any  other 
point  would  have  been  difficult. 
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Before  leaving  Staunton  for  Waynesborough,  I  obtained  information 
of  a  large  amount  of  rebel  property  at  Swoop^s  Depot,  on  the  Lexington 
railroad,  and  sent  a  party  to  destroy  it,  which  was  done,  a  list  of  which 
proi)erty  will  be  attached  to  this  report. 

General  Custer's  division  encamped  at  Brooksville,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Blue  Eidge,  General  Devin's  division  remaining  at  Waynesborough. 

The  next  morning  the  prisoners  were  sent  back  to  Winchester  under 
a  guard  of  about  1,500  men,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  L.  Thompson,  First 
New  Hampshire  Cavalry,  who  safely  reached  that  point,  notwithstand- 
ing he  was  harassed  by  General  llosser's  command  as  far  as  the  cross- 
ing of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  near  Mount  Jackson,  at  which 
point  General  Bosser  made  a  fierce  attack  upon  him  and  tried  to  rescue 
the  prisoners,  but  he  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  Colonel  Thompson, 
who  captured  some  of  his  men,  and  finally  arrived  at  his  destination 
with  all  his  own  prisoners,  and  some  of  Kosser's  men  besides. 

General  Devin  resumed  his  march  at  6  a.  m.,  leaving  General  Gibbs' 
brigade  to  destroy  the  iron  bridge  over  the  South  Fork  of  the  Shenan- 
doah and  to  burn  and  destroy  the  captured  wagons  and  their  contents. 

General  Custer  moved  on  toward  Charlottesville,  destroying  much 
Government  property  and  Subsistence  at  Greenwood  Depot  and  Ivy  Sta- 
tion, also  the  railroad  and  the  large  bridge  over  Mechum's  Eiver,  arriv- 
ing at  Charlottesville  at  4  p.  m.,  the  mayor  and  several  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  meeting  him  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  and  deliver- 
ing up  the  keys  of  the  public  buildings. 

The  roads  from  Waynesborough  to  Charlottesville  had,  from  the 
incessant  rain  and  spring  thaws,  become  so  terribly  cut  up  and  the  mud 
was  of  such  a  depth  that  it  was  impossible  for  our  train  to  reach 
Charlottesville  under  two  days.  I  therefore  notified  the  command  that 
we  would  remain  two  days  at  this  point,  for  the  purpose  of  resting, 
refitting,  and  destroying  the  railroad.  Parties  were  sent  well  out 
toward  Gordons\ille  to  break  the  railroad,  and  also  about  fifteen  miles 
toward  Lynchburg  for  the  same  purpose,  to  prevent  troops  massing  on 
me  from  either  Eichmond  or  Lynchburg.  A  thorough  and  systematic 
destruction  of  the  railroads  was  then  commenced,  including  the  large 
iron  bridges  oyer  the  North  and  South  Forks  of  the  Eivanna  Eiver,  and 
the  work  was  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant,  when 
General  Gibbs  reported,  with  our  trains.  Forage  and  subsistence  were 
found  in  great  abundapce  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlottesville. 

Commodore  Hollins,  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  was  killed  while  try- 
ing to  escape  from  a  scouting  party  from  General  Custer's  division. 

This  necessary  delay  forced  me  to  abandon  the  idea  of  capturing 
Lynchburg,  but  trusty  scouts  had  been  sent  there  to  find  out  the  state 
of  affairs  in  that  vicinity. 

When  the  time  to  start  came  I  decided  to  separate  into  two  columns, 
sending  General  Devin's  division,  under  immediate  command  of  General 
Merritt,  to  Scottsville,  thence  to  march  along  the  James  Eiver  Canal, 
destroying  every  lock  as  far  as  New  Market,  while  with  Custer's  division 
I  pushed  on  up  the  Lynchburg  railroad,  through  North  and  South  Gar- 
dens, destroying  it  as  far  as  Amherst  Court-House,  sixteen  miles  from 
Lynchburg,  and  then  moved  across  the  country  and  united  with  Gen- 
eral Merritt's  column  at  New  Market. 

General  Merritt  started  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  first  sending  the 
First  Michigan  Cavalry,  Colonel  Maxwell  commanding,  down  the 
Eivanna  Eiver  to  Palmyra  and  toward  Columbia,  with  directions  to 
rejoin  him  at  Scottsville.  General  Merritt  thoroughly  accomplished 
his  orders,  destroying  all  large  flour  mills,  woolen  factories,  and  manu- 
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factaring  establishments,  tearing  up  and  demolishing  all  the  locks  on 
the  James  Eiver  Canal  from  Scottsville  to  Few  Market.  I  had  directed 
him  to  try  and  obtain  possession  of  the  bridge  across  the  James  River 
at  Duguidsville,  intending  to  hold  it  and  strike  the  South  Side  Eailroad 
at  Appomattox  Depot  and  follow  up  its  destruction  to  Farmville,  where 
the  High  Bridge  crosses  the  Appomattox.  A  bold  dash  was  made  to 
secure  this  bridge,  but  without  avail,  as  the  enemy  had  covered  it  with 
inflammable  material  and  set  it  on  fire  the  instant  their  scouts  signalled 
the  approach  of  our  forces.  They  also,  and  by  the  same  means,  burned 
the  bridge  across  the  James  River  at  Hardwicksville,  leaving  me  mas- 
ter of  all  the  country  north  of  the  James  River. 

My  eight  pontoons  would  not  reach  half  way  across  the  river,  and  my 
scouts  from  Lynchburg  reported  the  enemy  concentrating  at  that  point 
from  the  west,  together  with  a  portion  of  General  Pickett's  divisicm  from 
Richmond  and  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry.  It  was  here  that  I  fully  determined 
to  join  the  armies  of  the  lieutenant-general  in  front  of  Petersburg,  instead 
of  going  back  to  Winchester,  and  also  make  a  more  complete  destruc- 
tion of  the  James  River  Canal  and  the  Virginia  Central  and  Fredericks- 
burg railroads,  connecting  Richmond  with  jjynchburg  and  GordonsvUle. 

I  now  had  all  the  advantage,  and  by  hurrying  quickly  down  the  canal, 
and  destroying  it  as  near  Richmond  as  Goochland,  or  beyond,  and 
then  moving  up  to  the  railroad  and  destroying  it  as  close  up  to  the 
city  as  possible,  in  the  same  manner  I  did  toward  Lynchburg,  I  felt  con- 
vinced I  was  striking  a  hard  blow  by  destroying  the  means  of  supply 
to  the  rebel  capital,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  Army  of  Korthern 
Virginia,  besides  leaving  the  troops  now  concentrating  at  Lynchburg 
without  anything  to  oppose  them,  and  forcing  them  to  return  to  Rich- 
mond. This  conception  was  at  once  decided  upon,  and  Colonel  Fitz- 
hugh's  brigade  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Goochland  and  beyond  imme- 
diately, destroying  every  lock  upon  the  canal,  and  cutting  the  banks 
•wherever  practicable. 

The  next  morning  the  entire  command  moved  from  New  Market  down 
the  canal  leisurely,  completely  destroying  the  locks  and  the  banks  about 
the  aqueducts,  and  in  some  places  cutting  the  banks. 

The  rain  and  mud  still  impeded  us,  and  the  command,  particularly 
the  transportation,  was  much  worn  and  fatigued ;  however,  by  replacing 
our  worn-out  mules  with  those  captured  from  G«ieral  Early's  trains 
and  with  the  assistance  of  nearly  2,000  negroes  who  attached  them- 
selves to  the  command,  we  managed  to  get  along  in  very  good  shape 
reaching  Columbia  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant,  at  which  place 
we  were  rejoined  by  Colonel  Fitzhugh's  brigade.  Colonel  Fitzhugh  had 
destroyed  the  canal  about  eight  miles  east  of  Goochland,  thereby  reduc- 
ing it  to  a  very  small  length. 

At  Columbia  we  took  one  day's  rest,  and  I  here  sent  a  communication 
to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  armies,  notifying  him  of  our 
success,  position,  and  condition,  and  requesting  supplies  to  be  sent  to 
White  House. 

My  anxiety  now  was  to  be  able  to  cross  the  Pamunkey.  I  felt  confi- 
dent that  the  enemy  would  march  out  a  heavy  force,  and  try  to  destroy 
my  command,  and  prevent  me  from  crossing  the  river.  The  railroad 
from  Richmond  to  Gordonsville  was  still  intact,  aud  to  go  south  of  the 
Pamunkey  River,  and  between  it  and  Richmond,  I  regarded  as  too  haz- 
ardous, and  I  was  fearful  that  the  enemy  might  use  it  to  get  on  my  flank 
and  rear;  General  Custer  was  therefore  directed  to  strike  the  railroad  at 
Frederick's  Hall,  and  General  Merritt  at  Louisa  Court- House.    General 
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Cnster  was  ordered  to  thoroughly  destroy  the  track  toward  Bichmond 
as  far  as  Beaver  Dam,  while  General  Merritt  did  the  same  thing  from 
Louisa  Court-House  to  Frederick's  Hall. 

While  at  this  latter  place  Major  Young's  scouts  from  Bichmond 
notified  me  of  preparations  being  made  there  to  prevent  me  from 
getting  to  the  James  Biver,  and  that  Pickett's  division  of  infantry 
was  coming  back  from  Lynchburg,  via  the  South  Side  Bailroad,  as 
was  also  the  cavalry,  but  that  no  advance  from  Bichmond  had  yet 
taken  place.  I  at  once  determined  that  there  was  no  way  to  stop  me 
unless  General  Longstreet  marched  directly  for  the  White  House,  and 
that  he  would  be  unable  to  do  so  if  I  pushed  boldly  on  toward  Bichmond, 
as  he  would  be  forced  to  come  out  and  meet  me  near  Ashland;  then  I 
could  withdraw,  cross  the  South  and  North  Annas,  and  march  to  White 
House  on  north  side  of  the  Pamunkey.    It  proved  true. 

But,  to  divert  from  the  narrative,  when  General  Custer  struck  Fred- 
erick's Hall  Station,  he  entered  it  so  suddenly  that  he  captured  the  tele- 
graph oflSce  with  all  the  dispatches ;  among  them  was  one  from  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Early  to  General  Lee,  stating  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
Sheridan's  forces  were  approaching  Goochland,  and  that  he  intended  to 
move  up  with  200  cavalry  which  he  had  and  attack  them  in  the  flank 
at  daylight.  General  Custer  immediately  ordered  a  regiment  of  cav- 
alry in  pursuit  of  this  bold  party,  which,  in  about  two  hours,  it  over- 
took, attacked,  and  captured  or  dispersed  in  every  direction,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Early  escaping  on  a  side  road  with  five  or  six  orderlies  and 
two  staff  officers ;  he  was,  however,  closely  followed  by  a  small  detach- 
ment, and  his  staff  officers  captured,  he  barely  escaping  over  the  South 
Anna  with  a  single  orderly;  and  the  next  day  he  made  his  way  to  Bich- 
mond, after  a  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in  which  he  lost 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  army,  together  with  his  battle-flags,  and  nearly 
every  piece  of  artillery  which  his  troops  opened  upon  us,  and  also  a 
large  part  of  his  transportation. 

But,  to  resume,  General  Custer,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant, 
was  directed  to  push  down  the  Negrofoot  road  and  cross  the  South 
Anna.  He  sent  his  scouting  parties  up  to  within  eleven  miles  of  Bich- 
mond, where  they  burned  a  hospital  train.  The  object  of  this  move 
was  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the  North  and  South 
Anna  bridges,  and  bridges  over  Little  Biver,  which  Merritt  was  ordered 
to  destroy  with  Devin's  division,  Custer's  main  column  meanwhile  being 
held  at  the  Negrofoot  crossing  of  the  South  Anna.  General  Merritt 
was  ordered  to  follow  the  railroad  to  Hanover  Junction,  cross  the  Little 
Biver,  and  go  into  camp  on  north  bank  of  South  Anna. 

In  the  attack  upon  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  South  Anna  the  Fifth 
U.  S.  Cavalry  charged  up  to  the  bridge,  dismounted,  dashed  across  it, 
and  drove  away  the  company  of  artillery  who  tried  to  defend  it,  and 
turned  their  own  guns — four  20-pounder  Parrotts — upon  them. 

I  here  received  a  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant-general  that  supplies 
were  at  the  White  House  for  me  and  one  brigade  of  infantry,  and  also 
captured  the  following  dispat«h,  which  led  me  to  doubt  whether  General 
Longstreet  had  yet  determined  in  his  own  mind  where  I  was  going: 

Hanover  Junction,  March  14 — 11.Z5. 
Colonel  Haskell  : 

General  Longstreet  desires  you  to  follow  the  enemy,  if  he  goes  east,  nntil  he  crosses 
the  Rapidan  or  Blue  Ridge.     If  he  goes  toward  the  peninsula,  follow  as  far  as  you 
can. 
By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Ewell : 

T.  O.  CHESTNEY, 
Aasiatant  Adjutant-General, 
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The  next  morning  General  Ouster  was  ordered  to  move  by  the  Negro- 
foot  crossing  of  the  South  Anna  and  thence  to  Ashland,  and  General 
Devin  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  same  point;  this  developed  the 
situation.  The  prisoners  captured  in  front  of  Ashland  reported  Long- 
street,  with  Pickett's  and  Johnson's  divisions,  and  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry, 
on  the  Ashland  road  in  the  direction  of  Bichmond,  and  four  miles  from 
Ashland.  My  course  was  now  clear  and  the  feint  successful;  General 
Devin  was  quickly  ordered  to  the  north  side  of  the  South  Anna,  and 
General  Custer  was  ordered  to  follow,  sending  Colonel  Pennington's 
brigade  to  amuse  the  enemy,  cover  his  front,  and  gradually  fall  back. 

The  whole  command  was  meanwhile  ordered  to  cross  the  North  Anna, 
and  go  into  camp  at  Carmel  Church,  and  at  daylight  take  up  the  line 
of  march  for  White  House,  via  Mangohick  Church. 

I  then  knew  I  could  get  to  White  House  before  the  enemy,  and  that 
he  could  not  operate  upon  the  Chickahominy,  as  it  would  be  too  close 
to  the  lines  of  the  Army  of  the  James. 

The  enemy  finding  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  moved  rapidly  during 
the  night  toward  the  Pamunkey,  through  Hanover  Court-House,  but 
forgot  his  pontoon  trains  and  could  not  cross  the  river.  It  would  have 
made  no  difference,  however,  as  I  then  could  have  gotten  to  the  Whit« 
House  without  question. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  leisurely  resumed  the 
march  to  White  House,  encamping  at  Mangohick  Church;  on  the  17th 
we  marched  to  and  encamped  at  Prince  [KingJ  William  Court-House; 
on  the  18th  we  reached  Indiantown;  and  on  the  19th  crossed  the 
Pamunkey  at  White  House,  on  the  railroad  bridge  which  had  been 
repaired  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant's 
staff.    We  here  found  supplies  in  abundance. 

The  amount  of  private  and  public  property  collected  for  the  use  of  the 
enemy  and  destroyed,  and  the  destruction  of  lines  of  communication 
and  supplies,  was  very  great  and  beyond  estimating.  Every  bridge  on 
the  Central  railroad  between  Richmond  and  Lynchburg,  except  the  one 
over  the  Chickahominy,  and  that  over  the  James  River  at  Lynchburg, 
and  many  of  the  culverts,  were  destroyed.  The  James  Eiver  Canal 
was  disabled  beyond  any  immediate  repair. 

There  perhaps  never  was  a  march  where  nature  offered  such  impedi- 
ments and  shrouded  herself  in  such  gloom  as  upon  this ;  incessant  rain, 
deep  and  almost  impassable  streams,  swamps,  and  mud,  were  over- 
come with  a  constant  cheerfulness  on  the  part  of  the  troops  that  was 
truly  admirable.  Both  oflBcers  and  men  appeared  buoyed  up  by  the 
thought  that  we  had  completed  our  work  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  that  we  were  on  our  way  to  help  our  brothers-inarms  in 
front  of  Petersburg  in  the  final  struggle. 

Our  loss  in  horses  was  considerable — almost  entirely  from  hoof-rot. 
After  refitting  at  White  House,  until  the  24th  [25thJ  instant,  we 
resumed  our  march,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Jones'  Bridge,  arriv- 
ing at  and  crossing  the  James  River  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  |26th]  of 
March,  and  on  the  following  day  [27th],  by  direction  of  the  lieutenant- 
general,  went  into  camp  at  Hancock's  Station,  on  the  railroad,  in  front 
of  Petersburg. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  captured  on  the  march  was  about 
1,600,  but  some  of  them  we  were  obliged  to  parole,  as  they  were  unable 
to  keep  up  with  the  column,  though,  after  the  first  three  days,  our 
marches  did  not  average  over  eighteen  miles  per  day. 

To  General  Merritt,  chief  of  cavalry;  Generals  Custer  and  T.  C. 
Devin,  division  commanders ;  Generals  Gibbs  and  Wells,  aaid  Colonels 
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Fitzhugli,  Capeliart,  Stagg,  and  Penningtou,  brigade  cominauders;  my 
staff,  and  every  ofii(;er  and  man  of  the  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divis- 
ions, I  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  patriotic,  unmurmuring,  and  sol- 
dierly conduct. 

To  Maj.  H.  H.  Young,  of  my  staff,  chief  of  scouts,  and  tlie  thirty  or 
forty  men  of  his  command,  who  took  their  Jives  in  their  hands,  cheer- 
fully going  wherever  ordered,  to  obtain  that  great  essential  of  success, 
information,  I  tender  my  gratitude.    Ten  of  these  men  were  lost. 

Our  entire  loss  during  the  march  did  not  exceed  100  men,  and  some 
of  these  we  hft  by  the  wayside,  unable  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the 
nnjrch. 

Tills  report  should  be  regarded  as  tlie  preface  of  my  report  of  oper- 
ations in  front  of  Petersburg  and  Itichmond,  as  my  command  oidy 
rested  one  day  before  its  commencement. 

I  forward  licrewith  list  of  prisoners  captured  and  ])roperty  destroyed. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAN, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Kawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  I>.  €.: 

[Inclosiiru.] 

First  Brigade,  First  JJivision,  Col.  Peter  Stngg  commanding. — Cap- 
tured: 1 7  prisoners  of  war  and  120  horses  and  mules.  Destroyed:  5 
flouring  mills,  1  cotton  mill,  2  saw-mills,  27  railroad  bridges,  5  canal 
boats,  19  canal  locks,  12  warehouses,  1  lumber  yard,  1  boatliouse,  1  aque- 
duct, 4  railroad  cars,  7  miles  telegraph,  .lOO  barrels  wheat,  400  barrels 
flour,  7  tons  of  cotton,  1,500  pounds  wool,  8;»  hogsheads  tobacco,  1  rail- 
road depot,  3  water  tanks  and  outbuildings,  8  miles  of  railroad  tracks; 
the  Lynchburg  and  liichmond  Canal  cut  in  three  places. 

Second  Brigade,  First  Dirision,  <'ol.  C.  L.  Fitzhvgh  commanding. — 
Captured:  33  prisoners  of  war  and  305  horses  and  mules.  Destroyed: 
(»:J  miles  railroad,  18  canal  locks,  (i  flat-boats  loaded  with  tobacco  and 
flour,  12  canal  boats,  5  caniil  boats  londed  with  commissary  subsistence 
and  quartermaster  stores,  400  hogsheads  tobacco,  1  railroad  de]tot  witli 
.500  cords  of  wood,  4  barns,  3,000  pairs  bootees.  2,000  pairs  pants,  jack- 
ets, blankets,  and  drawers;  50,00(t  pounds  of  wheat,  4,000  pounds  to- 
bacco, 20  wagons  loaded  with  qnartermaster  stores,  1  tannery  with 
1,000  hides,  2  naval  camps  near  Goochland,  1  steam  engine  and  50,000 
feet  lumber,  1  warehouse  and  a  quantity  blackmith  tools,  1  saw-mill,  4 
bales  cotton,  8  boxes  tobacco,  1  canal  dredge,  1,000  grain  sacks,  1,000 
shelter-tents,  330  sacks  salt,  150  sabers. 

Reserve  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Gihhs  commanding. — Captured: 
24  jn-isoners  of  war  and  75  horses  and  nndc^.  Destroyed:  1  railroad 
bridge,  1  wooden  aqueduct,  20  canal  bridges,  10  canal  locks,  1  woolen 
factory,  1  candle  factory,  3  warehouses,  1,000  pounds  candles,  500 
bushels  wheat,  1  plow  and  wagon  manufactory,  1  machine-shop,  1 
forge,  3  flouring  mills,  100,000  pounds  tobacco,  3  miles  Virginia  Central 
Kailroad. 

Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Captain  Leih  commanding,  doing  duty  as  escort 
at  First  Division  headquarters. — Captured:  13  prisoners  of  war  and 
115  horses  and  nmles;  3  pieces  artillery,  at  South  Anna  bridge.  De- 
stroyed :  50(»  shell,  KJ  muskets  and  accouterments,  2  canal  boats  loaded 
with  annnunition  and  subsistence,  1  cjotton  factory,  1   iron  foundry, 
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1  canal  lock,  9,000  shell  at  Columbia,  1  canal  boat  loaded  witli  flour  and 
sugar,  2  miles  Virginia  Central  Eailroad,  1  railroad  bridge  over  South 
Aiinai  500  feet  long. 

Detachment  of  First  Virginia  and  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  Brevet 
Major-General  Custer's  escort. — Destroyed:  24  wagons,  loaded  with 
subsistence,  and  DO  boxes  tobacco. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Col.  A.  G.  M.  Pennington  command- 
ing.— Captured:  420  prisoners  of  war  and  1(H)  horses  and  mules. 
Eecaptured:  2  IT.  S.  guidons.  Destroyed:  5  i)ieces  of  artillery  with 
limbers,  250  stand  of  arms,  7  ambulances,  24  sets  harness,  4  miles  rail- 
road track,  G  railroad  bridges,  0  railroad  (iulverts,  3  railroad  depots,  1 
cotton  mill,  200  barrels  flour,  (JO  carbines,  5  Govern  mciiit  warehouses. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Col.  William.  Wells  commanding. — 
Captured :  800  prisoners  of  war,  889  horses  and  mules,  and  13  battle-flags. 
Destroyed:  4  pieces  of  artillery,  880  single  sets  harness, G  caissons,  200 
wagons  and  ambulances,  9  portable  forges,  150  stand  small-arms,  9  rail- 
road bridges,  11  miles  railroad  track,  20  miles  telegraph,  7  water-tanks, 
1  station-house,  100,000  feet  bridge  timber,  1  county  bridge,  500  bushels 
of  salt,  20  hogsheads  tobacco,  1  C.  S.  storelioiise. 

Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Col.  S.  Capehart,  commanding. — Cap- 
tured :  220  prisoners  of  war,  300  horses  and  mules,  and  3  battle-flags. 
Destroyed:  5  pieces  of  artillery,  74  wagons  loaded  Avith  ammunition 
and  stores,  2  railroad  depots,  3,000  [rounds]  fixed  ammunition,  500,000 
[rounds]  rifle  ammunition,  50  kegs  of  powder,  1,500  stand  of  arms,  2 
cords  of  harness  leather,  500  wall- tents,  500  cavalry  saddles,  1,500  cot- 
ton quilts,  1,000  pounds  bacon,  45  hogsheads  tobacco,  1  tobacco  factory 
and  contents,  valued  at  $200,000, 15  miles  railroad,  500  kegs  tobacco, 
600  five-pound  bales  smoking  tobacco,  1  (ianal  lock  at  New  Market. 

Army  lieadqiiarters  scouts. — Captured :  20  prisoners  of  war. 

Cavalry  headquarters  scouts. — Captured :  52  prisoners  of  war,  110 
horses  and  mules,  and  75  beef-cattle.  Four  boats  loaded  with  commis- 
sary and  quartermaster's  stores  destroyed  between  Greenway  and 
Lynchburg.  Captured  at  Howardsville  and  issued  to  First  Cavalry 
Division,  1  boat  load  of  butter,  bacon,  flour,  and  molasses. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Prisoners  of  war 1  603 

Horses  and  mules 2*  154 

Battle-flags " '    iq 

Pieces  of  artillery yj 

Small-arms 2  010 

Diajyoaition. 

Prisoners  of  war  forwarded  to  Winchester 1  33g 

Prisoners  of  war  forwarded  to  Fort  Monroe '  jg;^ 

Prisoners  of  war  paroled ] '  gjj 

Prisoners  of  war  escaped ^ 

Citizen  prisoners  released " '  54 

'f""**! 1,603 

The  above  report  does  not  include  the  large  amount  of  1'orage  and 
subsistence  stores  seized  by  foraging  parties  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
mand. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  P.AILEY, 
Major  and  Provost-Marshal  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Ocran  H.  Howard^  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqes.  Militaey  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Office  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  August  11, 1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  detachment  of  the  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  under 
my  immediate  command  during  the  month  of  March,  1865 : 

On  the  26th  of  February  I  had  received  orders  to  be  ready  on  the 
following  morning,  27th,  with  one  ofi&cer  as  an  assistant,  to  accompany 
the  commanding  general  on  an  expedition,  the  object  and  destination 
of  which  was  to  me  unknown.  I  accordingly  designated  Lieut.  M.  A. 
Ellis,  acting  signal  officer,  as  the  officer  to  accompany  me. 

The  expeditionary  forces  consisted  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions 
of  Cavalry,  to  which  Lieutenants  Wiggins  and  Mayell,  signal  oflQcers, 
were  respectively  attached.  The  expedition  left  Winchester  on  the 
■  morning  of  February  27,  and  proceeded  up  the  Valley  pike.  At  Cedar 
Creek  Lieutenant  Ellis  was  sent  ahead  to  find  the  rebel  signal  stations 
which  had  been  designated  a  few  days  before  by  a  deserter  from  the 
rebel  signal  corps,  with  instructions  to  call  for  a  cavalry  force  if  the 
stations  were  found,  and  to  capture  the  officers  and  men  thereon.  Lieu- 
tenant Ellis  proceeded  with  the  advance  as  far  as  Woodstock,  but  saw 
no  stations,  and  learned  from  citizens  that  they  had  been  abandoned 
some  days  befoi'e.  During  onr  march  up  the  Valley  a  signal  officer 
was  kept  with  the  advance  with  instructions  to  find,  if  possible,  the 
rebel  signal  stations.  Owing  to  the  rapid  march  of  the  column  and  the 
small  space  occupied  by  the  command  when  encamped  at  night  it  was 
deemed  inexpedient  to  establish  any  communication  by  signals. 

By  way  of  Staunton  the  column  reached  Waynesborough  on  the 
evening  of  March  2,  where  Lieutenant  Mayell,  acting  as  aide  to  Gen- 
eral Custer  in  his  engagement  with  the  enemy's  forces  under  Early, 
Lad  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

The  column  reached  Charlottesville  on  the  evening  of  March  3. 

On  the  4th  communication  by  signals  was  established  between  the 
headquarters  of  the  two  divisions  and  headquarters  of  the  army.  This 
communication  was  maintained  during  the  stay  of  the  army  at  this 
point,  the  stations  being  also  used  as  of  observation,  watching  and 
reporting  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  scouts  on  the  surrounding 
hills. 

From  Charlottesville  the  army  marched  on  the  morning  of  the  6th, 
the  First  Division  marching,  via  Howardsville,  to  New  Market,  reaching 
that  point  on  the  evening  of  the  7th;  headquarters  marching  with 
Third  Division  along  the  railroad  toward  Lynchburg,  reaching  the  same 
point,  via  Arrington  Station,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  At  New 
Market  the  Third  Division  was  put  in  communication  with  headquar- 
ters by  signals. 

Leaving  New  Market  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  marched  through 
Scottsville  to  Columbia,  reaching  tlie  latter  place  on  the  evening  of  the 
lOtli.  Communication  by  signals  was  here  established  between  the 
various  headquarters.  From  Columbia,  on  the  11th,  Lieutenant  Ellis, 
with  two  men,  was  sent  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  Goochland  Court- 
House,  returning  at  12  p.  m. 

The  command  left  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  and  marched, 
via  TolersviUe,  Frederick's  Hall,  Beaver  Dam  Station,  Taylorsville,  Ash- 
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land,  Carmel  Church,  Maiigohick,  and  King  Willliim  Oourt-House,  to 
White  House  Landing,  Va.,  reaching  the  latter  place  at  10  a.  in.  on 
the  18th. 

Crossing  the  Pamunkey  on  the  19th,  the  command  went  into  camp, 
wheie  it  remained  until  the  25tli.  While  here  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
detachment  were  furnished  with  such  clothing  as  they  required, 
unsOTviceable  horses  were  turned  in  and  repla(;ed  by  others,  all  horses 
were  shod,  and  the  detachment  placed  in  the  best  possible  condition 
with  the  means  at  hand. 

On  the  25th  marched,  via  Jones'  Bridge,  to  within  five  miles  of  Wil- 
cox's Landing.  Upon  going  into  camp  Lieutenant  Ellis  was  sent  to 
the  signal  station  in  charge  of  the  signal  detachment  Army  of  the 
James  at  Wilcox's  Landing,  and  communication  was  opened  from  head- 
quarters, through  this  station,  with  General  Grant  at  City  Point.  Dur- 
ing the  night  these  stations  were  in  constant  use  and  messages  were 
sent  to  and  received  from  General  Grant  by  General  Sheridan. 

From  Wilcox's  Landing  marched,  via  Malvern  Hill,  crossing  the 
James  at  Jones'  Neck,  to  Hancock's  Station,  on  the  City  Point  and 
Army  Eailroad. 

On  the  28th,  from  Hancock's  Station,  Lieutenant  Ellis  and  I  visited 
the  chief  signal  officer  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  replaced  such  unserv- 
iceable signal  property  as  required  it. 

On  the  29th  marched  from  Hancock's  Station,  via  Eeams'  Station,  to 
Dinwiddle  Court-House.  On  the  following  day,  owing  to  the  heavy 
rain  and  the  impossibility  of  getting  up  ammunition,  the  army  lay  com- 
paratively quiet,  simply  pushing  a  reconnaissance  to  Five  Forks. 

On  the  31st  a  note  from  Lieutenant  Niles,  chief  signal  officer  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  informed  me  that  from  a  house  in  their  lines  the  right  of 
our  cavalry  could  be  seen.  Lieutenant  Ellis  was  immediately  sent  to 
find  the  spot  and  open  communication  if  practicable.  Before  this  could 
be  done  the  cavalry  was  driven  back  toward  the  Conrt-House  by  the 
enemy's  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Ellis  was  forced  to  retire. 

During  the  month  very  little  signal  duty  proper  was  done  by  the 
detachment.  The  officers  and  men,  however,  were  not  idle,  but  were 
constantly  employed  as  aides  by  tBe  general  officers  with  whom  they 
were  serving,  proving  themselves  active,  zealous,  and  efficient  in  this 
capacity,  meriting  and  receiving  the  commendation  of  their  com- 
ipanders. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  HOWARD, 
Brevet  Major  and  Chief  Sig^ial  Officer. 

Col.  B.  F.  Fisher, 

Chifif  Signal  Officer,  O.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.   Wesley  Merritt,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division 

Petersburg,  Va.,  May  7,  1865. 
General  :  I  respectfully  furnish  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  cavalry  during  the  past  campaigns: 

The  command  consisted  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Cavalry 
each  division  accompanied  by  one  section  of  artillery  (3-inch  rifled 
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ftuns).  A  pontoon  train  with  a  company  of  engineers,  under  command 
of  Captain  Folwell,  also  accompanied  the  expedition.  The  command 
niavfhed  with  live  days'  rations  and  thirty  pounds  of  forage  on  the  horses, 
and  fifteen  days'  rations  of  sugar,  coflee,  and  salt  in  wagons.  Each 
man  carried  on  his  horse  seventy-five  rounds  of  ammunition,  while 
100  rounds  per  man  were  carried  in  wagons.  The  entire  train  of  the 
command,  including  twelve  ambulances  and  two  medical  wagons  (all 
that  marched  with  the  expedition),  was  seventy-five  wagons.  One 
pack-mule  was  allowed  to  each  squadron  in  the  command,  and  two  to 
each  regimental  headquarters.  The  comniaud  was  placed  in  readiness 
to  march  on  short  notice,  yet  still  the  state  of  preparation  was  so  com- 
plete that  during  the  long  and  arduous  marches  not  the  smallest  delay 
or  inconvenience  resulted  from  neglect  in  this  respect.  The  pontoon 
train,  which  reported  to  the  undersigned  the  night  before  the  march, 
was  provided  with  but  poor  teams,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
condition  of  the  roads  and  the  heaviness  of  the  pontoon  wagons,  fre- 
cpiently  failed  on  the  route.  These  teams  were  rei)laced  by  others  col- 
lected in  the  country  through  which  the  march  was  conducted. 

February  27,  1865,  the  command  marched  from  cantonment  near 
Winchester,  Va.,  camping  at  Woodstock.  The  bridge  over  Cedar 
Creek  having  been  carried  away  by  the  winter  freshets,  the  fording 
was  deep,  but  attended  with  but  little  difficulty.  From  Woodstock  a 
force  of  500  men  was  sent  in  advance  to  hold  the  bridge  at  Edenburg 
during  the  night. 

February  28,  the  command  marched  at  G  a.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Mount 
Jackson  at  10.30  a.  m.,  where  the  bridge  over  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah  had  been  destroyed.  The  stream  being  too  deep  to  cross 
wagons  by  the  ford,  which  was  also  unsafe  for  the  passage  of  mounted 
men,  the  pontoon  bridge  was  thrown  across,  and  the  command,  with 
the  exception  of  Pennington's  brigade,  which  forded  the  stream,  passed 
safely  over.  One  man  and  several  horses  were  drowned  in  fording  this 
stieam.  The  command  camped  at  Lacey's  Spring.  Capehart's  brigade, 
of  the  Third  Division,  was  moved  to  the  front  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  morn- 
ing of  March  1,  to  occui)y  Harrisonburg.  The  main  body  moved  at 
C  a.  m.,  reaching  Harrisonburg  at  10  a.  m.  Capehart's  brigade  was 
ordered  to  move  rapidly  to  Mount  Crawford,  and  secure  the  bridge  over 
North  Eiver  at  that  point.  The  enemy,  under  Itosser,  on  the  approach 
of  this  brigade,  attempted  to  burn  the  bridge,  but  Avere  quickly  driven 
away  by  Capehart's  men,  who  forded  the  stream  above  and  below, 
flanking  the  enemy's  rifle-pits.  This  command,  under  Itosser,  was  dis- 
persed, captured,  or  killed.  A  number  of  wagons  were  taken  and 
destroyed  by  the  advance.  The  command  camped  at  Middle  Itiver, 
the  bridge  over  which  was  also  secured  by  a  rapid  advaiice.  Stagg's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  move  forward  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge 
on  Christian's  Creek.    This  brigade  occupied  Staunton  the  same  night. 

March  2,  the  command  arriving  at  Staunton,  a  force  was  detached 
from  tlie  First  Division  to  go  to  S  woope's  Station,  where  it  was  reported 
the  enemy  had  stored  supplies  of  war.  This  expedition  found  immense 
quantities  of  commissary,  quartermaster's,  and  ordnance  stores,  which 
it  destroyed.  The  main  column,  the  Third  Division  in  advance,  moved 
toward  Waynesborough,  where  the  enemy  was  found,  strongly  posted 
behind  barricades  and  rifle-pits.  General  Custer,  after  engaging  the 
enemy's  artillery  with  his  own  for  a  short  time,  moved  three  regiments, 
under  directions  of  Colonel  Whitaker,  First  Connecticut,  to  the  left 
flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  routed  him,  with  the  loss  of  but  3  or 
4  meu  to  our  command,  capturing  over  1,000  jjrisoners,  the  enemy's  artil- 
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lery  and  wagon  train,  containing  all  the  wardrobe,  papers,  &c.,  of  the 
officers  of  Early's  depleted  army.  This  event  opened  the  roads  for 
unresisted  advance  on  the  James  Eiver  and  all  the  roads  and  means 
of  supply  north  of  Itichmoud.  All  the  captures  which  could  not  be 
carriecl  away  were  destroyed.  The  prisoners  and  some  few  pieces  of 
artillery  were  ordered  back  to  Winchester,  under  a  mounted  guard  of 
about  1,500  mounted  and  di.smounted  men,  under  Colonel  Thompson, 
First  New  Hampshire  Cavalry. 

March  3,  'the  Third  Division  marched  at  6  a.  m.  for  Charlottesville. 
General  Devin  was  ordered  to  move  in  its  rear  with  two  brigades  of 
his  command,  leaving  one  to  guard  the  wagon  train,  which,  on  account 
of  the  fearfdl  condition  of  the  roads,  was  unable  to  make  the  marches 
effected  by  the  cavalry.  The  column,  as  it  marched,  destroyed  all 
Confederate  Government  property  on  its  route,  as  well  as  the  railroad 
bridges,  depots,  &c.,  between  Staunton  and  Charlottesville.  This  latter 
place  was  entered  without  opposition  by  the  Third  Division,  which 
immediately  set  to  work  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Eivan- 
na  Kiver.  Colonel  Eandol,  of  Pennington's  brigade,  was  sent  the  same 
day  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridges  on  the  Lynchburg  railroad,  over 
the  North  and  South  Forks  of  the  Hardware  Eiver.  The  state  of  the 
roads  from  Staunton  to  Charlottesville  defies  description.  Heavy  rains, 
which  fell  during  the  march,  rendered  the  stiff,  yellow  clay  of  that 
section  of  country  soft  and  almost  impassable.  Great  injury  resulted 
to  the  horses  of  the  command  from  marching  over  these  roads.  The 
disease  called  the  hoof-rot  was  generated  by  the  mud  in  this  march. 
Quite  a  large  number  of  horses  were  destroyed  subsequently  by  this 
[disease].  The  trains  did  not  arrive  at  Charlottesville  until  the  4th  of 
March.  The  greatest  praise  is  due  to  Capt.  W.  H.  Brown,  chief  quar- 
termaster of  this  command,  and  his  able  assistants,  for  the  energy  and 
perseverance  with  which  tliey  worked  in  getting  the  train  over  the 
road.  During  the  march  from  Staunton,  and  until  the  column  reached 
the  White  House,  they  worked  night  and  day,  using  every  exertion 
and  means  which  a  settled  determination  to  succeed  could  provoke  or 
human  ingenuity  invent.  At  no  time  during  the  march,  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances,  was  there  the  slightest  disposition  to  fail  in 
this  most  responsible  duty  of  moving  the  train.  The  command  re- 
mained at  Charlottesville  until  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  March.  Dur- 
ing the  term  of  its  stay  at  this  place  the  command  was  fitted  up  as 
well  as  possible.  An  abundance  of  forage  was  found  in  the  country, 
and  the  animals  well  supplied.  The  best  of  discipline  was  maintained. 
Scarcely  an  instance  of  excess  of  any  kind  was  brought  to  the  notice  ■ 
of  the  general  commanding. 

March  6,  the  command  marched  in  two  columns — the  First  Division, 
accompanied  by  these  headquarters,  to  Scottsville,  on  the  James,  and 
the  Third  Division,  with  wagon  trains,  along  the  Lynchburg  railroad 
toward  Lynchburg.  This  division  was  accompanied  by  the  major- 
general  commanding.  It  destroyed  the  railroad  bridges  and  culverts 
to  Buffalo  Eiver,  joining  the  First  Division  at  New  Market  on  the  8th. 
The  First  Division  arrived  at  Scottsville  on  the  6th  instant  at  3  p.  m. 
The  work  of  destruction  on  the  canal  was  commenced  at  once,  and 
continued  by  the  Eeserve  Brigade,  which  remained  at  Scottsville  dur- 
ing the  night  to  await  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Maxwell,  First  Michigan 
Cavalry,  who  was  detached  with  a  light  force  to  move  down  the  Eivan- 
na  Eiver,  as  far  as  Palmyra,  to  destroy  bridges,  mills,  manufactories, 
and  rebel  Government  establishments.  The  First  and  Second  Bri- 
gades of  the  First  Division  were  marched  to  Howardsville.    The  work 
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of  destruction  on  the  canal  was  prosecntecl  with  great  vigor.  All  locks 
from  Gooclilantl  to  Duguidsville  were  destroyed  during  the  time  the 
command  o])erated  in  this  country;  also  immense  quantities  of  rebel 
Government  stores,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  subsistence  stores  were  issued 
to  the  command  or  destroyed.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion worked  with  great  energy,  marching  all  day  over  the  worst  pos- 
sible roads,  and  working  early  and  late  for  the  complete  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  of  tlie  expedition.  Great  credit  is  due  General 
Devin  and  his  energetic  brigacle  commanders  for  their  untiring  zeal  in 
carrying  out  the  orders  given  them  at  this  time.  Besides  the  locks, 
the  aqueduct  over  the  mouth  of  the  Tye  Eiver  was  destroyed,  and  the 
canal  cut  dowu  and  injui  ed  for  miles. 

On  the  10th  of  March  the  command  moved  to  Columbia.  The  idea 
of  crossing  the  James  Eiver  and  pushing  still  farther  south  was  aban- 
doned, for  the  reason  that  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridges  on  the 
James  Eiver,  thus  rendering  the  crossing  impracticable,  and  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  reduced  con- 
dition of  the  teams  and  animals  of  the  command,  it  was  not  thought 
feasible  to  pursue  that  route.  Colonel  Fitzhugh's  brigade  was  detached 
on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  March  to  precede  the  command  to  Columbia, 
and  thence  send  a  force  down  the  river  as  far  as  Goochland.  His  com- 
mand made  an  elegant  maich  to  the  point  designated,  fully  accomplish- 
ing tlie  objects  for  which  it  had  been  sent  out.  During  the  11th  of 
Mai'ch  the  command  remained  at  Columbia,  resting  and  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  wagon  trains.  Eeports  were  furnished  at  that  time  of 
the  amount  of  property  destroyed,  captured,  &c. 

On  the  12th  of  March  the  march  toward  the  Virginia  Central  Eail- 
road  was  resumed.  The  two  divisions  marched  on  different  roads,  the 
Third  Division  having  orders  to  occupy  the  railroad  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Frederick's  Hall  Station  by  night.  Tliis  was  done  by  General 
Custer,  who  detached  a  brigade  for  the  purpose.  The  fords  on  the 
South  Anna  Eiver  were  very  bad,  but  after  some  repairing  the  com- 
mand was  crossed  without  trouble,  and  reached  the  Central  Eailroad, 
at  Tolersville,  on  the  13th  of  March.  Here  the  First  Division  com- 
menced the  work  of  destruction  on  the  railroad,  while  the  Third  Divis- 
ion prosecuted  tlie  same  work  at  Frederick's  Hall  Station  and  beyond. 
Quite  a  number  of  miles  of  track  were  effectually  destroyed. 

Marcli  14,  the  command  marched  south  for  tlie  purpose  of  destroying 
the  bridges  over  the  South  Anna  and  Little  Eivers.  General  Custer 
directed  his  march  over  Ground  Squirrel  bridge,  while  General  Devin 
moved  directly  along  the  railroad  to  the  South  Anna.  The  bridges 
were  taken  possession  of  and  destroyed  after  a  brisk  skirmish  with  the 
guards  at  tlie  bridge,  in  which  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  did  splendid 
service.  Three  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured. The  Third  Division  pushed  south  as  far  as  Ashland,  while  the 
First  Division,  after  com])letely  destroying  the  bridges,  crossed  the 
river  with  a  view  to  moving  to  Hanover  Court-House.  As  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  (Pickett's  divis- 
ion and  part  of  Longstreet's  corps)  were  moving  to  intercept  us  on  our 
maicli  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  tlie  command  recrossed  the  South 
Anna  and  moved  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Pamunkey  to  White  House 
Landing.  This  point  was  reached  on  the  ISth  of  March.  Here  ample 
supplies  were  fonnd  for  the  command,  and  the  time  was  busily  occupied 
in  refitting. 

On  tlie  li'ith  of  IVfarch  the  command  resumed  the  march  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  which  it  joined  on  the  27th  of  March. 
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Thus  was  completed  a  ('anipais'Ti  wliicli,  for  brilliancy  of  couce])tion 
and  perfect  success  in  execution,  lias  never  been  etjualert  in  the  oper- 
atioDK  of  cavalry  in  this  or  any  other  country.  The  results  attest  the 
importauee  of  the  services  performed.  The  remnant  of  Early's  famous 
Army  of  the  Valley,  which,  less  thau  a  year  before,  had  environed  the 
capital  of  the  country,  Mas  captured  or  dispersed,  his  artillery,  trains, 
correspondence,  and  baggage  in  our  hands.  Two  railroads  and  one 
canal,  immense  arteries  of  supply  for  the  rebel  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, were  completely  disabled,  and  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  rebel 
property,  contraband  of  war,  was  destroyed  or  used  for  the  command. 
The  rapidity  of  our  march  over  roads  rendered  almost  impassable  by 
heavy  rains,  which  rendered  the  crossing  of  each  petty  creek  a  work  of 
great  labor  and  time,  was  truly  marvelous,  and  led  the  enemy  com- 
pletely astray  as  to  our  movements.  Over  S.'iO  miles  were  marched  by 
the  main  body  of  the  command,  some  parts  of  which  made  over  500 
miles.  Over  2,000  prisoners  were  taken,  18  pieces  of  artillery,  a  large 
number  of  arms,  and  many  stand  of  colors.  These  are  some  of  the 
substantial  fruits  of  the  expedition,  which,  while  it  inflicted  immense 
damage  on  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  introduced  for  the  first 
time  to  many  of  the  responsible  people  of  Virginia  the  stern  realities 
of  the  wicked  war  they  themselves  had  sought. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  inclose  herewith  map*  of  the  country  marched  over  by  the 
command,  with  lines  of  march  indicated  in  red  ink;  also,  I  send 
reports  of  division  commanders,  list  of  property  captured  and  destroyed, 
&c. 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major -General. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Brif/.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 

Cavalry  JHvisioii. 

Hdqrs.  First  Cavalry  Div.,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah, 

Vumj)  at    White  House,  March  35,  1S65. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  from  February  27  to  March  18,  inclusive: 

On  the  morning  of  February  27  the  division  marched  from  Win- 
chester on  the  Valley  turnpike,  and  passing  through  Newtown,  Mid- 
dletown,  and  Strasburg,  encamped  the  same  night  near  Woodsto(!k. 
The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  ordered  to  push  on  and  seize 
and  hold  the  bridge  across  8tony  Creek  at  Edenburg.  The  order  was 
carried  out  with  slight  opposition  from  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry.  At  5 
a.  m.  the  same  regiment  was  ordered  to  push  on  to  Mount  Jackson  and 
seize  and  hold  the  bridge  across  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  if 
it  had  not  been  destroyed.  The  regiment  reached  the  river,  but  found 
the  bridge  had  been  destroyed  some  time  previous. 

'  Not  found. 
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On  tbe  moruiiifj  of  the  28th  the  division  marched,  in  rear  of  the  trains, 
to  Mount  Jackson,  crossed  the  Nortli  Fork  on  pontoons,  marching 
theuce  through  New  Market  to  La(;ey's  Spring,  where  the  division 
encamped  at  12  p.m.  While  on  the  march  between  Woodstock  and 
Edenburg  the  train  Avas  attacked  in  flank  by  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry, 
who  were  quickly  driven  off.  The  Reserve  Brigade,  which  covered 
the  taking  up  of  the  pontoons,  did  not  reach  camp  until  3  a.  m.  On  the 
morning  of  March  1  the  division  marched,  in  advance  of  the  train,  to 
Harrisonburg;  thence  to  Mount  Crawford,  crossing  the  North  River  by 
the  turnpike  bridge;  thence  by  Mount  Sidney  to  the  Middle  River, 
which  was  crossed  on  the  turnpike  bridge,  the  division  encamping 
within  four  miles  of  Staunton,  having  marched  twenty -nine  miles.  At 
8  p.  m.  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Stagg  commanding,  was  ordered  to 
march  through  or  around  Staunton  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  at 
the  crossing  of  Christian's  Creek.  Colonel  Stagg  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  bridge  with  but  slight  opposition,  fired  the  bridge,  and  returned 
to  Staunton.  From  some  cause  (a  heavy  rain  was  falling)  the  struc- 
ture was  not  thoroughly  destroyed.  In  connection  therewith,  I  would 
respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Stagg. 

On  the  morning  of  March  2  the  division  marched,  in  rear  of  the  trains, 
to  Staunton.  At  this  point  300  men  of  the  Twentieth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  of  Second  Brigade,  under  Major  Douglass,  were  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Swoope's  Station  and  destroy  the  Government  property  at 
that  point.  The  expedition  was  entirely  successful,  resulting  in  the 
destruction  of  the  depot  and  fonr  barns  in  that  vicinity,  with  all  their 
contents,  consisting  of  an  immense  amount  of  valuable  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  stores  and  a  small  quantity  of  ordnance  stores.  The 
Sixth  Xew  York  Cavalry  were  detailed  to  destroy  all  Government  prop- 
erty at  Staunton,  which  duty  was  fully  accomplished,  the  Government 
blacksmith  shop,  a  large  tannery,  and  a  number  of  wagons  and  stage 
coaches  being  totally  destroyed.  The  division  marched  in  rear  of  the 
trains,  and  encamped  east  of  the  crossing  at  Christian's  Creek,  having 
made  but  twelve  miles.  The  road  from  Staunton  to  the  creek  was  very 
heavy  and  the  progress  of  the  train  very  slow. 

March  3,  orders  were  received  from  cavalry  headquarters  directing 
that  a  regiment  from  each  brigade  of  the  division,  together  with  all 
dismounted  men  and  those  mounted  on  unserviceable  horses,  be  sent  to 
the  rear  as  part  of  the  escort  to  guard  prisoners  and  guns  captured  at 
Waynesborongh.  In  furtherance  of  said  orders  the  First  Rhode  Island 
and  Fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Cavalry,  together  with  all  sick 
and  dismounted  men  and  the  unserviceable  horses,  were  sent  to  the 
rear.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nichols,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  was 
assigned  to  command  the  detachment  from  this  division.  The  divis- 
ion then  marched  to  Waynesborongh.  At  tliis  point  the  First  and 
Second  Brigades  were  ordered  to  ford  the  South  River,  cross  the  moun- 
tain through  Rockfish  Gap,  and  follow  the  Third  Division  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Charlottesville.  The  river  was  rising  rapidly  and  the  crossing 
difficult  and  dangerous,  but  the  column,  followed  by  tlie  trains,  was 
crossed  without  accrident.  The  Reserve  Brigade  was  ordered  to  remain 
at  Waynesborongh,  destroy  all  Government  or  public  property,  and  tlien 
follow  the  train.  A  detachment  from  this  brigade  blew  up  the  iron  rail- 
road bridge  across  South  River,  and  destroyed  a  large  number  of  wagons, 
caissons,  muskets,  ordnance  stores,  ammunition,  &c.,  captured  the  day 
previous  by  General  Custer.  The  brigade  then  marched  in  rear  of 
trains  and  encamped  at  Brooksville.  The  First  and  Second  Brigiules 
had  pushed  on  and  eucamped  at  Ivy  Station,  seven  miles  from  Char- 
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lottesville,  having  marched  twenty-six  miles.  The  train  was  listlted 
at  \  arious  points  along  the  route,  the  terrible  state  of  the  roads  ren- 
dering it  utterly  impossible  to  close  it  up  and  park  it  at  any  one  point. 
After  crossing  the  mountain  the  Second  Brigade  destroyed  a  large 
tannery,  with  a  lot  of  leather,  hides,  wagons,  &c. 

March  4,  the  trains  having  closed  up  at  1  p.  m.  the  First  and  Second 
Brigades  moved  to  Charlottesville  and  encamped.  The  Eeserve  Bri- 
gade encamped  at  Ivy  Station,  covering  the  rear  of  the  train. 

March  5,  the  First  Brigade  and  three  regiments  of  Second  Brigade, 
all  under  command  of  Colonel  Stagg,  were  detached  to  destroy  the 
Virginia  Central  Eailroad  south  of  Charlottesville.  Three  miles  of  the 
road  were  thoroughly  destroyed  by  burning  the  ties  and  heating,  bend- 
ing, and  twisting  the  rails.  Two  bridges,  fifty  feet  in  length,  were  also 
destroyed.  The  Second  Brigade  also  destroyed  at  Charlottesville  2,000 
pounds  of  tobacco,  15  wagon  loads  of  corn,  wheat,  &c.,  and  a  tannery 
containing  1,000  hides.  On  this  day  the  Keserve  Brigade  joined  the 
division,  having  destroyed  the  depot  at  Ivy  Station,  with  water- tanks, 
and  warehouses  containing  tobacco  and  commissary  stores.  On  this 
day  rations  were  issued  to  the  command,  tents  burned,  wagons 
lightened,  and  the  pack  train  cleaned  out  to  furnish  fresh  animals  in 
exchange  for  the  jaded  ones  in  the  train. 

March  C,  the  division  marched  to  Scottsville,  on  the  James  River 
Canal  (twenty  miles),  arriving  at  3  p.  m.  At  this  point  three  canal 
boats  were  captured,  one  loaded  with  shell  (9, GOO)  and  two  with  (xov- 
ernment  commissary  stores  and  tobacco.  These  were  totally  destroyed 
and  burned,  together  with  a  large  cloth  mill,  a  five-story  flouring  mill, 
candle  factory,  machine-shop,  and  tobacco  warehouse.  Each  of  these 
buildings  was  crammed  with  the  products  of  its  manufacture  to  a  sur- 
prising extent,  and  all  were  totally  destroyed.  The  Sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  was  sent  east  on  the  towpath  to  destroy  the  aqueduct 
over  Hardware  lliver,  and  a  detachment  of  Second  Massachusetts  Cav- 
alry was  sent  west  on  the  towpath  to  the  aqueduct  over  Tooler's  Creek, 
with  the  same  instnictions.  Those  structures  were  destroyed  to  as 
gieat  an  extent  as  the  solid  masonry  of  which  they  were  construsted 
would  admit  with  the  limited  means  at  our  command.  Before  starting 
from  Charlottesville,  the  First  Michigan,  of  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel 
Maxwell  commanding,  had  been  detached  to  the  left  to  strike  the 
Eivanna  River  near  Palmyra  Court-House,  to  destroy  all  public  prop- 
erty in  that  vicinity,  and  proceed  thence  to  Scottsville.  Colonel  Maxwell 
executed  efficiently  the  duty  intrusted  to  hiin,  destroying  the  Rivanna 
bridge  at  Palmyra,  together  with  one  cotton  mill,  one  flouring  mill,  and 
immense  amounts  of  wheat,  flour,  cotton,  and  wool,  marching  the  same 
night  to  Scottsville.  At  5  p.  ni.  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  were 
ordered  to  march  to  H<}wardsville,  on  the  canal,  twelve  miles  distant. 
Brigadier  General  Gibbs,  with  the  Keserve  Brigade,  was  ordered  to 
remain  at  Scottsville  and  complete  the  destruction  of  public  works  in 
that  vicinity,  and  then,  with  the  i)arties  that  had  been  detached,  rejoin 
the  division.  The  Second  Brigade  and  division  headquarters  marched 
direct  to  Howardsville,  by  the  Back  road,  arriving  at  10  p.  m.  The  First 
Brigade  struck  the  towpath  at  Warren,  and  marched  to  Howardsville  by 
that;  route.  The  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  of  Second  Brigade,  accom- 
panied by  ('aptain  Cooley,  of  corps  staff",  marched  by  the  towpath  to 
Howardsville,  destroying  five  locks,  and  two  tobacco  warehouses  con- 
taining 200  hogsheads  of  tobacco.  The  First  and  Second  Brigades 
encamped  at  Howardsville. 
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March  7,  nt  2  a.  in.  tlie  First  New  York  Dragoons,  Major  Smith  com- 
maudiug,  were  ordered  to  proceed  on  the  towpiith  twelve  miles  to  Hard- 
wicksville  and  seize  and  liold  the  bridge  across  the  James  Eiver,  at 
that  point.  Major  Smith  was  unable  to  save  the  bridge,  as  for  some 
time  previous  it  had  been  filled  with  straw,  and  saturated  with  tar  and 
turpentine,  and  was  fired  at  the  first  intimation  of  his  approach.  He, 
however,  destroyed  336  sacks  of  salt  and  a  quantity  of  tobacco  and 
cotton,  louring  the  morning  detachments  from  First  and  Second 
Brigades  were  employed  in  destroying  the  aqueduct  over  Rockflsh 
Iliver,  breaching  the  canal,  and  biirning  a  canal  boat  heavily  loaded 
with  government  commissary  stores.  About  10  a.  m.  the  First  Brigade 
was  ordered  to  march  up  the  towiiath  to  New  Market  and  to  destroy 
all  locks,  &c.,  on  the  canal.  This  duty  was  eflSciently  performed,  seven 
locks  being  totally  destroyed.  The  Second  Brigade  crossed  the  canal 
bridge  over  Rockflsh  River,  and  striking  off  to  the  right  marched  to 
New  Market  by  the  river  road,  and  halting  near  Warminster  destroyed 
the  lock  at  that  point.  The  Reserve  Brigade,  which  had  arrived 
from  Scottsville  after  the  division  started,  had  marched  up  by  the  tow- 
patli,  destroying  all  public  works  left  by  other  commands,  including  a 
large  mill  at  Warren,  and  before  leaving  Howardsville  burned  a  large 
manufactory  and  warehouse  filled  with  Government  saddle  trees,  &c., 
plow  factory,  and  a  tobacco  and  commissary  warehouse.  The  division 
encamped  at  New  Market  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which  was  ordered  to  proceed  at 
a  rapid  gait  to  the  bridge  across  James  River  at  Duguidsville  and 
endeavor  to  seize  and  hold  that  approach  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river. 
The  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  sent  in  support  of  the 
Sixth.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  accomplish  the  end  desired,  but 
the  enemy's  precautions  were  too  well  taken,  and  the  bridge  was  fired 
before  the  regiment  had  approached  within  a  mile. 

March  8,  the  First  and  Reserve  Brigades  were  for  a  short  time 
employed  in  destroying  the  dam  and  breaching  the  canal  at  New 
Market.  The  Second  Brigade  was  then  detached  to  proceed  toward 
Columbia  and  occupy  that  place.  This  brigade  made  a  forced  march 
of  fifty-six  miles  in  seventeen  hours,  a  most  severe  task  when  the 
weather  (a.  heavy  rain-storm)  and  the  state  of  the  roads  are  borne  in 
mind.  In  the  meantime  the  First  and  Reserve  Brigades  had  been 
ordered  to  march  by  the  towpath  to  Duguidsville  (twelve  miles)  and 
await  further  orders.  On  arriving  opposite  Duguidsville  I  massed  the 
two  brigades  on  the  hill  over  the  canal.  I  soon  after  received  orders 
to  retire  at  4  p.  m.  I  directed  the  First  Brigade  and  section  of  battery 
to  march  by  the  towpath  to  New  Market,  intending  to  follow  with  the 
Reserve  Brigade.  Just  as  the  First  Brigade  and  battery  had  stretched 
out  upon  the  towpath  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  had  been  watching  us 
from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  opened  a  sharp  fire  on  the  column. 
I  at  once  ordered  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  to  dismount  and  cover  the 
retirement  of  the  troops  then  en  route.  As  1  considered  it  imprudent 
to  allow  the  enemy  to  suppose  that  he  could  annoy  the  column  with 
impunity,  1  felt  justified  in  using  extreme  measures,  and  at  once  opened 
fire  upon  the  town,  quickly  emptying  it  of  all  concerned.  I  then 
retired  the  Reserve  Brigade  by  the  mountain  road,  reaching  New 
Market  at  8  p.  m.  On  returning  from  Duguidsville  to  New  Market  the 
locks  between  the  two  points,  five  in  number,  together  with  two  canal 
boats,  one  dredge,  two  bridges,  and  one  flouring  mill,  were  totally 
destroyed  by  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Stagg. 
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March  9,  at  1  p.  m.  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  marched  in  rear 
of  the  train  by  the  river  road,  yia.  Warminster,  to  a  pomt  near  Uow- 
ardsville,  where  the  command  crossed  the  canal  by  a  bridge  ana 
advanced  upon  the  towpath  to  Scottsville.  This  was  a  most  harassing 
and  fatiguing  march  to  the  aheady  hard-worked  command.  The  wagons 
were  greatly  impeded  by  the  horrible  state  of  the  roads,  and  the  men 
were  alternately  halting  and  marching  until  daybreak,  when  the  com- 
mand reached  Scottsville.  ■      i    ^u 

March  10,  after  resting  two  hours  to  feed  and  groom  the  annuals  tne 
First  Brigade  was  ordered  to  follow  the  train  on  the  towpath  to  J-^o'"™" 
bia.  The  Reserve  Brigade,  with  division  headquarters,  marched  by 
the  Back  road,  and  the  command  encamped  at  Columbia  at  10  p.  m. 
While  en  route  the  First  Brigade  destroyed  all  the  locks  between 
Scottsville  and  Columbia,  8  in  number,  together  with  13  canal  bridges, 
4  flouring  mills,  5  warehouses,  lumber-yard,  tobacco,  cotton,  &c. 

March  11,  at  3  p.  m.  the  division  crossed  the  Rivanna  Eiver  and 
encamped  beyond  Columbia,  on  the  road  to  Louisa  Court- House.  The 
Second  Brigade  here  ioined  the  division,  having  marched  and  returned 
from  Goochland  Court-House,  destroying  all  canal  locks,  10  in  number, 
between  Goochland  and  Columbia,  15  canal  boats  loaded  with  grain 
and  commissary  stores,  4,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  1  saw-mill,  1  grist- 
mill, 1  dredge,  1  warehouse,  and  the  jail  at  Goochland,  and  capturing, 
in  a  charge,  1  ofiBcer  and  13  men  of  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 
While  at  Goochland  Colonel  Fitzhugh  scouted  to  within  eighteen  miles 
of  Richmond. 

March  12,  the  command  marched  by  Yanceyville  to  the  north  bank 
of  the  South  Anna  and  encamped,  the  First  Brigade  fording  the  river 
and  the  Second  and  Reserve  Brigades,  with  the  wagon  trains,  crossing 
the  bridge  two  and  a  half  miles  east. 

March  13,  the  division  marched  to  Tolersville,  on  the  Central  Rail- 
road. Kearly  the  whole  available  force  of  the  command  was  at  once 
set  to  work  destroying  the  railroad  by  ripping  up  and  burning  the 
ties,  and  heating,  bending,  and  twisting  the  rails.  The  road  was 
rendered  useless  from  Tolersville  to  near  Frederick's  Hall,  where  the 
division  encamped  at  10  p.  m.  A  large  tannery  at  the  former  place 
was  also  destroyed  by  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  attached  to  division 
headciuarters. 

March  14, 1  was  ordered  to  march  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades 
and  strike  the  Central  Railroad  bridge  over  South  Anna.  I  reached 
Taylorsville,  eighteen  miles  distant,  at  4  p.  m.,  and  immediately  ordered 
the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to  advance  and  destroy  the  bridge, 
which  was  three  miles  to  the  left.  I  ordered  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry 
to  follow  and  cover  the  Second  Massachusetts  and  charge  the  bridge, 
if  there  was  any  opposition,  and  if  it  could  be  crossed.  I  at  the  same 
time  directed  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  to  advance  to  the  long  bridge  on 
the  Fredericksburg  railroad,  which  was  directly  in  iny  front,  and  to 
destroy  that  structure.  The  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  cover 
the  work.  Major  Drew,  of  the  division  staff,  accompanied  the  Fifth 
U.  S.  Cavalry,  and  Major  Dana,  assistant  adjutant  general,  the  Sixth 
Pennsylvania.  The  Fifth  U.  S.  [Cavalry],  taking  a  different  route, 
reached  the  bridge  before  the  Second  Massachusetts,  and  the  advance, 
under  Lieutenant  Hastings,  dismounting,  charged  across  the  bridge, 
routed  the  enemy  from  behind  his  works,  cai)turing  three  3-inch  rifled 
guns,-  with  caissons,  &c.  The  enemy  rallied  800  yards  in  front  and 
attempted  to  charge,  but  the  gallant  Fifth  loaded  and  turned  his  own 
guns  upon  him,  and  a  few  rounds  sufliced  to  drive  him  from  the  fleld. 
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Before  midnight  tlie  bridge  was  completely  destroyed,  as  was  also  the 
Fredericksburg  railroad  bridge.  In  the  ineautiiiie  I  liad  detailed 
strong  working  parties  to  destroy  the  two  railroad  bridges  over  the 
Little  River,  a  work  which  was  fully  accomplished  before  daylight. 

March  15,  at  daylight  one  regiment  of  the  First  Brigade  was  sent  to 
destroy  the  bridge  of  Fredericksburg  railroad  across  the  North  Anna. 
Another  regiment  of  the  same  brigade  was  ordered  to  destroy  the 
trestle-work  over  the  swamp  at  Hanover  Junction,  together  with  the 
dei»ot  and  Government  property  at  that  place.  At  an  early  hour  I 
received  orders  from  cavalry  headquarters  to  cross  the  Soutli  Anna  and 
advance  to  Hanover  Court- House.  As  the  river  could  not  be  forded, 
and  no  bridge  existed  in  the  vicinity,  the  work  was  allowed  to  go  on 
while  a  crossing  was  sought  for.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  found, 
two  miles  to  the  right,  the  parties  were  called  in,  and  the  First  Mich- 
igan Cavalry  was  ordered  to  cross,  advance  to  Hanover  Court-House, 
and  open  communication  with  General  Custer  at  Ashland.  The  Reserve 
Brigade  followed  at  once,  and  the  command  was  about  to  advance  when 
orders  were  received  to  halt  and  await  further  developments.  Strong 
scouting  parties  were  thrown  out  on  the  line  between  Ashland  and 
Hanover  Court-House,  at  which  latter  place  Colonel  Maxwell,  with  the 
First  Michigan,  continued  to  maintain  his  position,  after  driving  an 
equal  force  of  the  enemy  from  the  town.  At  5  x^-  m.  the  division  was 
ordered  to  return  and  cross  the  North  Anna  at  Oxford,  near  which  the 
command  encamped.  The  bridge  across  the  South  Anna  was  destroyed 
before  Colonel  Maxwell  reached  it,  although  I  had  a  guard  with  posi- 
tive orders  that  it  should  not  be  destroyed  until  he  came  in.  With 
some  difiBculty  he  found  a  ford  and  crossed  safely. 

March  16,  the  division  marched  in  rear  of  the  trains  to  Maugohick 
Church,  and  encamped. 

March  17,  the  division  marched  by  Aylett's  to  King  William  Court- 
House,  and  encamped. 

March  18,  the  division  marched  in  rear  of  the  trains  to  the  Pamun- 
key,  at  Indiantown,  and  encamped. 

March  19,  the  division  crossed  the  Pamunkey  on  the  railroad  [bridge], 
and  encamped  near  the  White  House. 

The  raid  has  been  a  trying  and  severe  one  on  both  men  and  horses, 
but  hard  as  the  latter  were  worked,  they  have  suffered  far  more  from 
disease  than  from  fatigue,  and  I  can  say  with  confidence  that  were  it  not 
for  the  ravages  of  grease  heel,  and  rotten  hoof,  and  black  tongue,  that  the 
loss  of  horses  would  have  been  comparatively  slight  in  this  connnand. 
The  conduct  of  men  and  officers  has  been  admirable  whenever  there  was 
work  to  do.  Such  excesses  as  may  have  been  committed  while  foraging 
are  chargeable  to  the  lawless  men,  whom  of  late  there  has  been  scant 
opportunity  to  ferret  out  and  punish.  The  brigade  commanders,  Briga- 
dier-General Gibbs  and  Colonels  Stagg  and  Fitzhugh,  have,  one  and 
all,  been  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  execution  of  orders  intrusted  to 
them.  In  this  connection  I  would  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the 
fact  that  Colonel  Fitzhugh,  although  without  previous  experience  to 
command  a  brigade,  or  even  a  regiment,  has  displayed  an  amount  of 
tact,  decision,  and  iudgmeut  that  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  oi'  his 
superiors.  To  the*  division  staff  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  the 
willing  and  cheerful  assistance  tliey  have  invariably  rendered  me.  The 
untiring  energy  of  Major  Drew,  division  inspector,  and  Major  Dana, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  is  too  well-known  to  re(juire  mention  here. 
They  have  rendered  me  marked  and  valuable  service.  Lieutenant 
Wiggins,  signal  officer,  cheerfully  volunteered  his  services  on  all  occa- 
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sions,  and  shrank  from  no  duty,  however  arduous.  Captain  Halberstadt, 
Lieutenants  Owen,  Trimble,  Sweatman,  and  Crocker,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Williams,  were  most  eificieut. 

Inclosed  please  find  list  of  property  captured  and  destroyed  by  this 
division,  together  with  reports  of  brigade  commanders.  Attention  is 
respectfully  invited  to  the  latter,  as  showing  in  detail  the  best  amount 
of  labor  performed  by  the  command;  also  to  the  valuable  service  ren- 
dered by  that  gallant  regiment,  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  under  Caj)tain 
Leib,  in  charging  the  South  Anna  bridge  before  the  enemy  could  occuijy 
his  works  in  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIIOS.  C.  DEVIN, 
Brig.  Oen.,  Gmndg.  First  Cavalry  Div.,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Capt.  J.  Speeadbury, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Mdqrs.  Cavalry. 

[Incloaure.J 

Schedule  of  property  and  public  works  captured  and  destroyed  by 
the  First  Cavalry  Division  from  February  27  to  March  18,  18G5: 

James  Eiver  and  Kanawha  Canal,  with  all  boats  plying  thereon,  and 
depots  with  their  contents,  &c.,  destroyed  for  a  space  of  ninety-eight 
miles  from  a  point  three  miles  west  of  Duguidsville  to  Goochland  Court- 
House,  as  follows :  45  canal  locks  burned  and  destroyed ;  3  large  and 
deep  breaches  in  canal;  5  aqueducts  destroyed;  39  canal  and  road 
bridges  destroyed;  2  naval  repair  shops,  with  machinery;  3  saw-mills; 
2  steam  canal  dredges;  1  machine-vshop  and  forge;  1  lumber  yard;  1 
foundrj^;  21  warehouses,  containing  540  hogsheads  of  tobacco;  8  boxes 
oftobacco;  33B  sacks  of  salt;  12  barrels  of  potash;  24  canal  boats  loaded 
with  gTain,  commissary,  quartermaster's,  ordnance,  and  hospital  sup- 
plies, including  9,600  shell,  t&c. ;  6  fiat  boats,  loaded  as  above.  Eail- 
road  property  destroyed  as  follows :  3  miles  of  Virginia  Central  Eail- 
road  south  of  Charlottesville — ties  burned,  rails  heated,  bent,  and 
twisted;  8  miles  of  Virginia  Central  Railroad  between  Tolersville 
and  Frederick's  Hall— ties  burned,  and  rails  heated,  bent,  and  twisted; 
4  railroad  dejjots,  tanks,  and  buildings;  4  railroad  cars;  400  cords 
of  wood.  Bridges:  Iron  bridge  at  Waynesborough  blown  up;  bridge 
on  Virginia  Central  Railroad  over  South  Anna,  400  feet,  burned; 
bridge  on  Virginia  Central  Railroad  over  Little  Eiver,  200  feet, 
burned^  2  bridges  on  Virginia  Central  Railroad  over  Morse  Creek, 
50  feet,  burned;  bridge  on  the  Richmond  and  Potomac  Railroad  over 
South  Anna,  600  feet,  burned ;  bridge  on  the  Richmond  and  Potomac 
Railroad  over  North  Anna,  300  feet,  burned;  bridge  on  Richmond 
and  Potomac  Railroad  over  Little  River,  200  feet,  burned;  trestle- 
work  and  swamp  at  Hanover  Junction,  400  feet,  burned;  7  miles 
of  telegraph.  In  Government  depots:  3,000  pairs  of  pants;  2,000 
drawers  and  shirts;  1,000  shelter-tents;  1,000  grain  sacks;  500  sad- 
dle-trees;  100  sides  harness  leather;  400  gross  buckles  and  rings;  1 
barrel  oil.  Miscellaneous  property:  1  cloth  mill,  filled  with  machinery 
and  in  full  operation,  containing  an  immense  amount  of  Confederate 
gray  cloth  and  1,500  pounds  of  wool ;  2  cotton  mills  with  35  bales  of 
cotton;  1  candle  factory,  containing  1,000  pounds  candles;  3  tanneries, 
filled  with  hides  and  leather;  7  Hour  and  grist  mills,  containing  1,500 
bushels  of  wheat  and  400  barrels  of  flour,  18  wagon-loads  of  grain  and 
commissary  stores.  The  jail  at  Goochland,  which  had  been  used  for 
the  imprisonment  of  Federal  soldiers,  was  also  destroyed. 
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The.  destruction  of  property  enumerated  in  tlie  schedule  was  thorough 
and  complete.  The  command  captured  90  prisoners  of  war,  430  horses, 
248  mules,  3  pieces  rifled  artillery,  and  a  quantity  of  shell,  small-arms, 
ammunition,  &c. 

THOS.  C.  UEVIN, 
Briy.  Gen.,  Comdg.  First  Vacalry  J)iv.,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Col.  Peter  Stagg,  Firnt  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Pikst  Bbigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Army  op  the  Shenandoah, 
Near  White  Uouse,  Va.,  March  22, 1805, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following"  report  of  operations 
of  this  brigade  from  the  27th  day  of  February  to  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1865: 

February  27,  brigade  broke  camp  at  Camp  Kussell,  Va.,  at  5  a.  m., 
and  marched  up  the  Valley  pike,  through  Newtown,  Mid<lletown,  Stras- 
burg,  and  Woodstock,  and  encamped  one  mile  and  a  half  fiom  that 
place.  February  28,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  up  the  pike,  through  Mount 
Jackson,  and  encamped  at  Lacey's  Spring.  Marcfh  1 ,  marched  at  6  a.  m. 
up  tlie  pike,  and  encamped  within  live  miles  of  Staunton.  At  8  p.  ni.  I 
received  orders  to  go  through  Staunton  out  on  the  Waynesborough  road 
and  burn  the  railroad  bridge  across  Christian's  Creek,  five  miles  from 
Staunton.  I  was  detained  until  after  midnight  by  one  of  my  regiments, 
which  was  on  picket.  I  met  with  but  slight  o[)position,  although  I 
found  the  enemy  in  small  force  within  1,000  yards  of  our  lines.  I 
intrusted  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  to  Lieut.  Col.  G.  K.  Maxwell, 
Fiist  Michigan  Cavalry,  who  witli  a  dismounted  force  piled  fence  rails 
on  the  bridge.  He  being  fearful  the  flames  would  not  consume  the 
timbers,  as  it  was  beginning  to  rain,  cut  the  timbers  with  axes  until 
the  heat  drove  him  away.  After  remaining  here  about  an  Lour  and 
a  half  I  returned  to  Staunton.  The  corps  then  came  up,  and  I  moved 
with  the  division  to  near  Fishersville  and  encamped.  March  3,  bri- 
gade movJd  at  7  a.  m.  through  Waynesborough  and  across  the  Blue 
Ridge  at  Kockfish  Gap  to  Ivy  Station  and  encamped.  Before  start- 
ing in  the  morning  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Cavalry  was  detached, 
together  with  other  regiments,  to  guard  to  Winchester  the  prisoners 
and  guns  taken  the  previous  day  by  General  Custer's  division  from 
General  Early  at  Waynesborough.  March  4, 1  moved  with  my  brigade 
at  8  a.  m.,  escorting  army  and  corps  headquarters  wagons  to  Char- 
lottesville and  encamjied.  March  5,  with  my  brigade  and  two  regi- 
ments of  the  Second  Brigade  I  destroyed  three  miles  of  railroad  on 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  road  toward  Lynchburg.  March  0,  marched 
at  8  a.  m.  through  Scottsville,  on  the  James,  to  Ilowardsville.  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  E.  Maxwell,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  with  300  men,  moved  at 
the  same  time  down  the  Eivauna  and  destroyed  the  bridge  at  Palmyra, 

1  flouring  mill,  1  cotton  mill,  500  bushels  of  wheat,  4(»0  barrels  flour, 

2  tons  of  cotton,  and  1,500  pounds  wool.  March  7,  marched  at  11  a. 
m.;  after  partially  destroying  the  acjueduct  across  Kockfish  Eiver, 
and  cutting  the  caual  bank,  moved  up  the  canal  to  New  Alarket,  destroy- 
ing all  the  locks,  seven  in  number.    March  8,  moved  up  the  caual  to 
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Daguidsville  and  back  to  New  Market,  destroyiu};  4  canal  locks,  2 
boats,  2  bridges,  and  1  flouring  mill.  March  9  and  10  were  consumed 
in  guarding  the  train  from  New  Market  to  Columbia.  From  Scottsville 
to  (Jolumbia  the  brigade  destroyed  8  locks,  13  canal  bridges,  4  flouring 
mills,  I  warehouse,  GO  hogsheads  tobacco,  1  boat-house  and  lumber 
yard.  March  11 ,  destroyed  4  warehouses,  1  mill,  50  bales  of  cotton,  and 
moved  across  the  Eivanna  Eiver.  March  11  [12],  moved  across  the  Soutli 
Anna  River  and  encamped  at  Walnut  Grove  (iold  Mine.  March  12  [13], 
moved  to  Tolersville  Station,  on  the  Virginia  Central  liailroad,  and  de 
stroyed  one  mile  and  three-quarters  of  track  towaid  Frederick's  Ilall  Sta- 
tion, where  we  encamped  for  the  night.  March  13  [14|,  moved  at  7  a.  m. 
to  Taylorsville  Station,  on  the  liichmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 
liailroad  and  encamped  after  burning  the  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Little  River  on  the  Virginia  Central  road. 

March  14  [15],  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  North  Annaand 
the  trestle  bridges  at  Hanover  Junction.  The  brigade  then  moved  to 
the  South  Anna.  The  First  Michigan  Cavalry  moved  down  and  occu- 
pied Hanover  Court- House  until  5  p.  m.,  when  they  returned  to  the 
South  Anna,  but  not  before  the  bridge  across  tlie  river  was  burned. 
With  great  difliculty  they  succeeded  in  fording  tlie  river  and  joining 
the  command,  which  moved  at  5  p.  ni.  across  the  North  Anna  at  Oxford 
Ford.  At  Hanover  Court-Hcmse  Colonel  Maxwell  captured  two  of  the 
enemy's  commissary  wagons  and  destroyed  a  railroad  bridge  150  feet 
in  length.  March  15  [16],  began  to  move  down  the  north  side  of  the 
North  Anna  River  toward  White  House,  where  we  arrived  on  the  18tli. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  property  destroyed:  4^  miles  of  rail-, 
road,  4  railroad  bridges,  400  feet  of  trestle-work,  station  at  Han- 
over Junction,  3  breaks  in  canal,  1  aqueduct,  19  canal-locks,  19  canal 
and  road  bridges,  4  canal  boats,  1  boat-house  and  lumber  yard,  7 
flouring  mills,  1  cotton  mill,  500  busliels  of  wheat,  400  barrels  flour,  3 
tons  of  cotton,  1,500  pounds  wool,  (30  hogsheads  tobacco,  and  5  ware- 
houses. 

Captured  54  horses  and  37  mules. 

The  casualties  during  the  expedition  were  5  wounded  and  4  missing. 

The  brigaile  marched  during  this  time  370  miles. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1'.  STAGG, 
Colonel  First  Michigan  Cnralnj,  Commanding. 

Maj.  A.  E.  Dana,  » 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  ("). 


Report  of  Col.  Charles  L.-Fitzhugh,' Sixth  Keio  Ywk  Cavalry,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

White  House,  17/.,  March  19,  1863. 
MA.TOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division,  during  the 
late  cavalry  expedition : 

The  brigade  left  Winchester  with  the  cavalry  of  the  Valley,  Febru- 
ary 27, 1805,  and  marched  without  incident  of  importance  by  the  Valley 
pike  to  Staunton^  arriving  there  March  2,  having  seen  no  enemy  by  the 
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way  but  ii  small  party  of  fifty  cavalry,  which  made;  a  demonstration  on 
right  flank  of  the  brigade  Febrnary  ^8,  bnt  were  easily  repulsiMl  by  a 
squadron  from  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry.  Near  Staunton  a  detach- 
ment of  300  men  from  Twentieth  Pennsylvania,  under  Major  Douglass, 
was  sent  to  Swoope's  Station,  eight  miles  west  of  Staunton,  for  the 
destruction  of  rebel  Government  proi)erty  there.  The  exi)edition  was 
highly  successful,  destroying  a  large,  amount  of  valuable  quartermas- 
ter's and  commissary  stores,  viz,  the  dejiot  and  four  barns  in  the  vicin- 
ity, containing  the  following  amount  of  stores :  3,000  pairs  of  boots,  a 
like  number  of  shirts,  drawers,  pants,  jackets,  and  blankets;  50,000 
pounds  of  ham  and  bacon,  and  ii  small  (quantity  of  ordnance  stores, 
consisting  of  small-arms  and  ammunition.  At  Staunton  the  Fourth 
New  York  (120  strong)  and  257  men  with  unserviceable  horses,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Nichols,  of  the  Ninth  New  York,  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  as  part  of  the  escort  to  i)risoners  and  guns  captured  by  Third 
Division  at  Wayuesbonmgh.  The  Sixth  New  York,  Major  White  com- 
manding, were  left  at  Staunton  for  the  destruction  of  rebel  property 
there,  and  reported  to  me  at  night,  having  destroyed  17  stage  coaches, 
60  wagons,  1  tannery,  containing  a  large  quantity  of  leather,  and  1  Gov- 
ernment blacksmith  shop. 

Leaving  Staunton  March  3,  the  brigade  marched  with  the  division 
through  Waynesborough  and  Kocklish  (iap,  burning  a  large  tannery 
by  the  way,  and  camped  seven  miles  west  of  Charlottesville;  distance 
made,  twenty-nine  miles.  Arrived  at  Charlottesville  on  the  4  th  of 
March,  and  on  the  5th  the  Sixth  New  York,  Ninth  New  York,  and 
Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  were  detached  and  sent  to  assist  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  IJailroad  south  of  Charlottes- 
ville. This  work  was  done  most  effectually,  the  regiments  named 
demolishing  the  road  for  a  distance  of  two  miles,  burning  the  ties  and 
heating  and  bending  every  rail,  and  burning  two  bridges,  each  fifty  feet 
in  length.  A  rebel  caisson,  concealed  near  camp,  was  also  destroyed 
here.  At  Charlottesville  also  was  destroyed  2,000  pounds  of  tobacco, 
15  wagons  loaded  with  corn,  wheat,  tobacco,  and  flour;  also  a  tannery 
containing  1,000  hides.  The  command  was  supplied  at  Charlottesville 
with  seven  days'  rations  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  and  marched,  March 
G,  through  Scottsville  to  Howardsville,  at  the  mouth  of  Ilockfish  liiver, 
on  the  James,  making  a  march  of  thirty-three  miles  and  destroying 
effectually  one  canal  lock  at  Scottsville.  The  First  New  York  Dragoons, 
Major  Smith  commanding,  was  sent  from  Howardsville,  March  0,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  rapidly  to  Hardwicksville,  twelve  miles  up  the 
river,  and  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  seize  and  hold  the  bridge  at 
that  point.  The  attempt  was  afailure,  Major  Smith  reaching  the  bridge 
at  early  dawn  just  in  time  to  see  it  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  save  the  bridge,  each  end,  being  filled  with  straw  and  a  man 
stationed  ready  to  ai)ply  a  match  on  the  slightest  indication  of  a 
hostile  approach.  Major  Smith  contented  himself  with  destroying  33(5 
sacks  of  salt,  4  bales  of  cotton,  and  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco,  and 
then  rejoined  the  brigade  at  Warminster,  and,  with  the  Sixth  New  York, 
destroyed  the  locks  at  that  point. 

March  8,  the  brigade  was  ordered  by  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt  to 
proceed  without  delay  to  Columbia,  to  reach  there  by  daylight  on  9th,  and 
to  remain  there  until  further  orders,  holding  the  place  and  sending 
back  all  the  information  possible  regarding  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
The  brigade  marched  at  12  m.,  reached  Scottsville  at  dark,  halted 
one  hour  to  rest  and  feed,  and  then,  in  a  hard  raiii  and  through  heavy 
roads,  pushed  on  for  Columbia,  reaching  there  at  daylight.  Two  squad- 
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rons  of  the  Sixth  New  York  were  left  to  protect  the  bridge  over  the 
Hardware  Elver,  and  were  relieved  two  days  after  by  Colonel  Penning- 
ton's brigade,  of  the  Third  Division,  Major  Farmer,  commanding  the 
detachment,  having  captured  and  destroyed  in  the  meantime  three 
wagons  loaded  with  commissary  stores  and  a  number  of  horses  and 
mules.  The  march  from  Warminster  to  Columbia,  a  distance  of  fifty- 
six  miles,  was  made  in  seventeen  hours,  and  was  a  most  severe  one, 
owing  to  the  rain  and  mud  encountered.  The  loss  in  horses  was  less 
than  the  severity  of  the  march  might  be  supposed  to  cause,  and  this  loss 
was  more  than  made  up  by  animals  captured  on  the  route.  Before  reach- 
ing Columbia  Captain  Blunt,  brigade  inspector,  with  two  orderlies,  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  three  of  Fitz  Lee's  scouts  with  their  horses,  arms,  and 
equipments.  Arriving  at  Columbia  strong  scouting  parties  were  at  once 
sent  out  on  the  Eichmondand  Palmyra  roads,  and  a  small  party  sent 
back  to  acquaint  General  Merritt  with  the  progress  of  the  brigade. 
This  party  captured  two  rebels,  Avith  horses,  arms,  and  equipments,  near 
Scottsville.  Tlie  detachment  on  Eichmond  road,  fifteen  men  and  one 
officer,  proceeded  to  Cartersville,  eleven  miles  down  the  river,  to  the 
site  of  the  old  bridge,  and  returned  at  night  without  seeing  the  enemy, 
after  destroying  a  canal  boat  and  a  large  amount  of  commissary  stores. 
The  information  obtained  by  this  detachment,  as  well  as  that  sent  to  Pal- 
myra, was  all  to  the  ettect  that  Fitzhugh  Lee's  division  of  cavalry  was 
south  of  the  James  Eiver,  marching  toward  Columbia  in  anticipation 
of  our  crossing  there.  According  to  orders  received  from  General 
Merritt  there  was  no  destruction  of  projjerty  at  Columbia,  with  the 
exception  of  breaching  the  canal.  The  brigade  remained  at  Columbia 
until  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  on  the  10th  of  March,  and  then 
destroyed  two  naval  camps  in  the  vicinity,  containing  the  following 
property:  1  valuable  steam-engine,  a  great  number  of  workmen's 
tools,  and  a  large  amount  of  dressed  timber. 

March  11,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  General  Merritt  the  bri- 
gade proceeded  to  Goochland  Court-House,  for  the  destructio"!!  of  Gov- 
ernment ])roperty  tliere.  The  march  was  commenced  at  G  a.  m.  and 
Goochland  reached  at  1  p.  m.,  the  distance  made  being  twenty  miles. 
The  advance  into  Goochland  was  disputed  by  a  sijuadron  of  fifty  of  the 
Seventh  South  Carolina,  Gary's  brigade,  which  was  charged  by  Major 
Dinnin,  with  one  squadron  of  the  Ninth  New  York,  and  routed,  Major 
Dinnin  capturing  an  officer  and  thirteen  enlisted  men.  A  strong 
scouting  party  sent  out  on  the  river  road  advanced  to  within  eighteen 
miles  of  Eichmond,  M'ithout  meeting  any  opposition.  The  brigade 
deslToyed  all  the  canal  locks  between  Columbia  and  Goochland,  10 
in  number;  also  15  canal  boats,  most  of  them  loaded  with  grain  and 
commissary  stores;  2,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  4  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
1  large  warehouse,  1  dredge,  1  grist-mill,  and  1  saw-mill.  The  jail  at 
Goochland,  in  which  Union  soldiers  had  been  imprisoned,  was  also 
burned.  The  command  left  Goochland  at  (>  p.  m.  and  rejoined  the 
cavalry  at  Columbia  at  midnight. 

On  the  12th  the  brigade  marched  with  the  cavalry  command  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  Tolersville,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Eailroad,  and 
camped,  and  the  next  day  assisted  in  tearing  up  the  track,  burning  the 
ties,  and  bending  the  rails  as  far  as  Frederick's  Hall.  Marched  on  the 
14th  to  Beaver  Dam,  twelve  miles;  on  the  15th  to  Taylorsville  and 
returned,  crossing  the  North  Anna  at  4  ]>.  m  at  lower  ford,  and  camped 
at  Mount  Carmel  Church.  Continued  the  march  next  day  and  reached 
the  Wbite  House  without  further  incident  March  19. 
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During  the  expedition  the  brigade  has  marched  over  450  miles,  and 
has  destroyed  the  amount  of  property  shown  in  the  appended  list;  has 
captured  51  prisoners  of  war,  270  horses,  and  175  mules.  The  com- 
mand has  never  suifered  from  scarcity  of  forage  or  rations;  good  forag- 
ing parties  under  competent  officers  having  been  able  to  meet  every 
want.  The  loss  in  the  brigade  has  been  slight;  1  man  killed  and  1 
wounded  by  guerrillas,  42  reported  missing,  chiefly  stragglers,  who 
have  been  picked  up  lay  the  enemy,  and  1  died  from  disease.  The 
health  of  the  command  is  perfect;  no  sick  are  reported. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  the 
members  of  the  staff,  whom  I  found  at  brigade  headquarters  on  assum- 
ing command:  Captain  Mahnken,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Captain 
Cating,  provost-marshal;  Captain  Blunt,  brigade  inspector;  Lieutenant 
Chamberlain,  ordnance  officer,  and  Doctor  Clarke,  brigade  surgeon,  have 
all  performed  their  duties  with  energy  and  ability,  and  I  commend  them 
to  my  superiors  for  a  proper  recognition  of  their  services. 

Report  of  property  destroyed  by  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry 
Division,  during  the  late  cavalry  expedition:  CJ  miles  railroad,  18  canal 
locks,  6  flat-boats  (loaded  with  tobacco  and  flour),  12  canal  boats,  5 
canal-boat  loads  of  tobacco,  flour,  and  hospital  supplies;  2  large  build- 
ings containing  300  hogsheads  tobacco,  l.jail  at  Goochland  Court  House, 
500  cords  railroad  wood,  1  depot,  4  barns,  3,000  pairs  boots,  2,000  pairs 
pants,  jackets,  blankets,  and  drawers;  50,000  pounds  meat,  a  small 
quantity  of  ordnance  (small-arms  and  ammunition),  4,000  pounds  of 
tobacco,  15  wagons  containing  corn,  wheat,  flour,  and  tobacco;  1  tan- 
nery with  1,000  hides,  2  naval  camps  with  workmen's  implements,  1 
steam-engine,  and  a  quantity  of  dressed  timber,  4  hogsheads  leaf 
tobacco,  quantity  of  blacksmith's  tools,  1  boat-load  corn,  the  machinery 
of  a  sawmill,  1  large  warehouse,  1  mill,  3  wagons  loaded  with  quarter- 
master's and  commissary  and  subsistence  stores,  4  bales  cotton,  8  boxes 
tobacco,  42  hogsheads  tobacco,  12  barrels  potash,  8  bales  hay,  1  dredge, 
1,000  grain  sacks,  1,000  shelter-tents,  and  336  sacks  of  salt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHaS.  L.  FITZHUGU, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Gibhs,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Reserve 

Brigade. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade, 

Camp  near  White  House,  Va.,  March  21,  1865. 

Major:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  First 
Cavalry  Division  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  followiug 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  since  leaving  Winchester,  Va., 
on  the  27th  ultimo : 

The  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Lieutenant 
McLellan  commanding;  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Major  Morrow 
commanding;  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Captain  Capron  command- 
ing; Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Colonel  Crowniosbield  cominand- 


500  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVIU. 

ing,  left  camp  at  Winchester,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  February 
last;  marched  thirty  miles  to  camp,  one  mile  beyond  Woodstock.  The 
Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  sent,  under 
command  of  Major  Morrow,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  to  Edenburg, 
drove  the  enemy's  pickets  from  tlie  town,  and  seciired  the  bridges  at  that 
place.  On  the  28th  marched  to  Laurel  [Lace.,\'s|  Spring,  thirty  miles; 
arrived  at  3.30  a.  m.  on  the  1st  instant.  On  JMarch  1  marched  through 
Harrisonburg  to  within  five  miles  of  Staunton,  twenty-nine  miles. 
Marched  on  the  Waynesborough  road  eleven  miles,  and  cam])ed  on 
Christian's  Creek  on  the  2d  of  March.  On  March  3  marched  to  Waynes- 
borough;  destroyed  iron  railroad  bridge  over  North  Fork  South  River; 
destroyed  1  light  steel  3-inch  ordnance  limber  and  caisson;  also  100 
wagons,  forges,  battery,  and  ammunition  wagons;  threw  ammunition 
into  river;  also  a  large  quantity  of  muskets,  small  ammunition,  and 
other  ordnance  stores,  previously  captured  same  day  by  the  Third 
Cavalry  Division  under  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Custer.  Moved  through 
Rockfish  Gap  and  camped  two  miles  beyond  Brooksville,  fifteen 
miles ;  weather  cold  and  rainy ;  roads  execrable.  On  the  4th  marched 
eight  miles,  and  camped  at  Ivy  Depot,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road; burned  the  depot,  water-tan  If,  and  warehouse  containing  Con- 
federate tobacco  and  commissary  stores;  roads  and  weather  worse. 
March  5,  marched  seven  miles ;  camped  near  University  of  Virginia,  at 
Charlottesville.  Joined  the  command,  drew  rations,  burned  the  tents, 
and  lightened  the  loads.  On  the  Gth  inarched  without  transportation 
to  Scottsville,  twenty-one  miles ;  worked  till  midnight  destroying  James 
River  Canal,  locks,  boats  with  subsistence  stores,  and  bridges.  7th, 
burned  woolen  factory  with  a  large  quantity  of  cloth,  candle  factory 
with  a  large  amount  of  candles,  lard-oil,  &c. ;  large  five-story  flouring 
mill,  with  flour,  corn,  and  wheat;  a  large  manufactory,  machine-shops, 
and  tobacco  warehouses. 

I  regret  that  a  few  private  dwellings,  close  to  the  mill,  were  more  or 
less  charred  by  the  intense  heat.  No  accident  or  loss  of  life,  however, 
occurred.  Same  day  marched  towpath  to  New  Market,  thirty-two 
miles,  destroying  canal  locks,  bridges,  stables,  store-houses,  tobacco, 
&c.  Halted  and  burned  large  mill  at  Warren.  Stopped  at  Howards- 
ville;  destroyed  large  wagon  and  plow  factory,  wagon  shop,  forge; 
also  railroad  bridge,  and  tobacco  and  subsistence  warehouses.  On 
the  8th  marched  up  towpath  to  Bent  Creek  bridge,  on  the  James, 
opposite  Duguidsville,  and  returned  to  New  Market,  twenty-five  miles. 
Returned  by  ridge  road.  Weather  rainy,  and  return  road  dangerous 
and  deep  in  mud.  On  the  9th  moved  back  to  Howardsville,  thence  on 
towpath  to  Scottsville,  which  place  was  reached  at  noon  on  the  10th; 
thence  moved  same  day  to  Fluvanna  Institute  and  Columbia;  camped 
about  midnight;  distance  niarclied,  fifty-six  miles  in  thirty-six  hours. 
March  11,  moved  across  the  viaduct  and  camped  two  miles  beyond 

Columbia.    March  12,  ' "  — 

on  Virginia  Central 
thence  to  Frederick's 
of  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  twisting  rails,  burning  cross"ties,  &c. ; 
camped  two  miles  beyond  the  station  near  army  headquarters.  March 
14,  marched  to  Taylorsville,  on  Richmond  and  Potomac  Railroad, 
twenty- seven  miles.  Burned  railroad  bridges  (three)  on  Richmond  and 
Potomac  Railroad  and  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  over  the  Little  and 
South  Anna  River,  respectively,  1,000, 600,  and  700  feet  long.  Captured 
3  pieces  of  artillery  (3-inch  ordnance  guns),  by  a  few  men  of  the  Fifth 
U.  S.  and  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry;  turned  the  guns  and  fired  them 
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upon  the  enemy.  Marcbed  on  the  15tb  across  the  South  Anna ;  remained 
lu  position  all  day ;  deployed  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry  as  skirmishers.  Sent 
squadron  of  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to  Hanover  Court-House- 
marched  back  to  Oxford  across  the  North  Anna  and  bivouacked,  ten 
miles.  On  the  16th  rejoined  wagons;  marched  through  Chesterfield 
Station  to  Mangohick  Church,  eighteen  miles.  March  17,  marched  via 
Aylett's  to  King  William  Court  House;  camped  at  2  p.  in.  On  the 
IStb  moved  slowly  to  White  Jlouse,  where  arrived  at  '2  ]t.  ni.  Found 
forage  and  stores  awaiting  us.  Marched  on  the  19th  across  tlie  river, 
and  camped  on  Hill's  plantation.  Weather  last  three  days  wiirin  iuid 
pleasant;  roads  sandy  and  much  better. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  on  the  3d  instant  Captain  Capron, 
commanding  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  was  sent  back  to  Whichester 
as  part  escort  to  the  prisoners,  captured  at  Waynesborough  by  the 
Third  Division,  together  with  sick,  wounded,  and  dismounted  men ; 
also  that  the  brigade  destroyed  the  aqueduct  at  Howardsville  and  tlie 
bridge  across  the  Tye  at  New  Market. 

Total  casualties  in  this  brigade,  3  killed  and  2  wounded. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 
lirif/adier-General  nf  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade. 

Maj.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Cavalry  Division. 
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Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Third  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Cavalry  Div.,  Middle  Military  Div., 

White  Mouse,  Va.,  March  20,  ]8(irj. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  ojierations  of 
my  command  since  February  27, 1865: 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  my  command  broke  camp 
near  Winchester,  and  moved  up  the  Valley  pike,  following  the  First 
Cavalry  Division.  The  Second  Brigade,  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
Army  of  West  Virginia,  having  been  assigned  to  my  command,  reported 
to  me  soon  after  leaving  camp,  and  was  designated  the  Third  Brigade 
of  tlie  Third  Division.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  until  March  1. 
At  3  o'clock  on  that  morning  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Capeliart  com- 
manding, was  pushed  forward  to  Harrisonburg,  and  there  awaited  the 
arrival  of  the  main  column,  when  it  again  moved  in  advance,  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy  under  Eosser,  until  the  North  River  was  reached. 
Here  tlio  enemy  had  made  preparations  to  oppose  the  crossing,  by  throw- 
ing up  a  line  of  earth-works  and  barricades  on  the  south  bank  and  occu- 
pj'ing  them  with  dismounted  cavalry.  The  long,  covered  bridge  over 
the  North  River  had  also  been  fired  by  tlie  enemy,  and  was  in  flames 
upon  Colonel  Capehart's  amval.  Sending  two  of  his  regiments  to  swim 
the  river  above  the  bridge  and  attack  the  enemy  in  flank,  Colonel  Cape- 
hart  at  the  same  time  sent  a  column  to  charge  through  the  burning 
bridge.  The  enemy  was  driven  in  disorder  and  the  bridge  saved.  The 
])urSHitwas  continued  to  within  four  miles  of  Staunton,  where  the  com- 
mand was  encam])ed  for  the  night.  The  enemy  in  the  attair  at  the  bridge 
lost  37  men,  including  5  commissioned  officers;  our  loss  was  slight. 
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The  importance  of  our  success  in  securing-  the  bridge  over  North 
Eiver  cannot  be  over-estimated.  Had  the  enemy  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing the  bridge  it  would  have  compelled  a  long  delay  on  our  part,  as 
there  were  no  fords  practicable  in  that  vicinity.  On  the  2d  we  moved 
to  Staunton,  where  the  command  was  halted  for  a  short  interval.  In 
accordance  with  verbal  orders  received  from  the  major-general  com- 
manding the  expedition  I  then  marched  toward  Waynesborough.  My 
orders  were  to  proceed  to  Waynesborougli,  ascertain  something  definite 
in  regard  to  the  position,  movements,  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  and,  if 
possible,  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  South  liiver  at  that 
point.  The  roads  were  almost  "impassable,  owing  to  the  mud  caused 
by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  past  few  days.  Our  march  was  necessarily 
slow.  Upon  reaching  Fishersville,  six  miles  from  Staunton,  our  advance 
struck  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  drove  them  in  the  direction  of  Waynes- 
borough.  Upon  arriving  at  the  latter  point  we  found  the  enemy  in 
force,  posted  behind  a  formidable  line  of  earth-Avorks.  His  position 
was  well  chosen,  being  upon  a  range  of  hills  west  of  the  town,  from 
which  his  artillery  could  (command  all  the  approaches,  while  his  in- 
fantry could,  by  their  fire,  sweep  tlie  open  space  extending  along  their 
entire  front.  The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Wells  commanding,  was  at 
once  moved  against  the  enemy  to  compel  him  to  display  his  force.  A 
short  but  brisk  engagement  convinced  me  that  while  our  success  would 
be  doubtful,  it  would  involve  a  large  loss  of  life  to  attack  the  enemy  in 
his  front.  A  careful  reconnaissance  along  his  entire  line  convinced  me 
that  the  enemy  had  a  heavy  force  of  infantry  behind  his  works,  while 
ten  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  position  and  completely  covered  his  front. 
But  one  point  seemed  favorable  for  attack.  The  enemy's  left  flank, 
instead  of  resting  on  South  Itiver,  was  thrown  well  forward,  leaving  a 
short  gap  between  his  left  and  the  river.  The  approach  to  this  point 
could  be  made  under  cover  of  the  woods.  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Whitaker,  of  my  staff,  to  conduct  three  regimentsof  Pennington's  brigade 
to  our  extreme  right.  Selecting  three  regiments  armed  with  the  Spen- 
cer carbine,  they  were  moved,  dismounted,  under  cover  of  the  woods  to 
the  point  previously  indicated,  where  they  were  held  in  readiness  to 
charge  the  enemy's  left.  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, had  been  instructed  to  keep  the  enemy's  attention  engaged  in  front 
by  displaying  a  heavy  force  of  mounted  skirmishers,  while  Colonel  Cape- 
hart,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  was  ordered  to  place  his  brigade 
in  readiness  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front  the  moment  the  attack  on  the 
right  began.  The  remaining  two  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  were 
under  similar  instructions.  Woodruff's  section  of  horse  artillery,  which, 
to  deceive  the  enemy,  had  previously  been  moved  to  tlie  rear  in  open 
view  of  their  line,  was  again  brought  to  the  front,  under  cover  of  the 
woods,  and  placed  in  position  to  open  on  the  enemy's  lines.  At  a 
given  signal  the  thiee  dismovinted  regiments  charged  on  our  right. 
Woodruff" opened  his  guns  upon  the  enemy,  compelling  them  to  lie  down 
behind  their  works,  while  the  brigades  of  Wells  and  Capehart  moved  to 
the  attack  in  front,  at  the  charge.  So  sudden  was  our  attack  and  so 
great  was  the  enemy's  surprise  that  but  little  time  was  offered  for 
resistance.  The  artillery,  however,  continued  to  fire  till  the  last  moment 
and  till  our  troops  had  almost  reached  The  muzzles  of  their  guns.  One 
piece  was  captured  with  the  sponge- staff  still  inserted  in  the  bore  and  the 
charge  rammed  halfway  home.  The  rout  of  the  enemy  could  not  have 
been  more  complete;  no  order  or  organization  was  preserved.  The 
pursuit  was  taken  up  by  my  entire  command,  and  continued  through 
liockflsh  Gap  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles. 
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Among  some  of  the  substantial  frnits  of  this  victory  we  had  posses- 
sion of  about  1,800  prisoners,  14  pieces  of  artillery,  17  battle-flags,  and 
a  train  of  nearly  200  wagons  and  ambulances,  including  General  Early's 
headquarters'  wagon,  containing  all  his  official  desks  and  records.  The 
result  of  this  engagement  was  of  the  highest  value  and  importance  to 
us  for  another  reason ;  it  opened  a  way  across  the  Blue  llidge  Moun- 
tains through  liockiish  Gap,  and  thereby  saved  us  from  several  days' 
delay  and  marching. 

My  command  encamped  that  iiight  at  Brookfield  [Brooksville].  The 
following  morning  I  moved  in  the  direction  of  Charlottesville.  When 
near  that  place  we  struck  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  drove  them 
without  difficulty.  A  deputation  of  the  citizens  of  Charlottesville, 
headed  by  the  mayor  and  common  council,  met  me  outside  the  town  and 
formally  surrendered  the  town.  Moviiig  througli  the  town,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Gordon sville,  the  enemy  was  again  encountered,  and  a  skirmish 
ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  rout  of  the  enemy,  we  gaining  possession  of 
3  guns  and  1  battle-flag.  Wc  remained  at  Charlottesville  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Gth,  destroying,  in  the  meanwhile,  tlie  railroad  bridge  over 
the  Rivauna  lliver,  beside  rendering  unserviceable  about  twenty  miles 
of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  A  scouting  party  sent  out  from  my 
command  on  the  5th  came  upon  a  party  of  rebels,  among  them  being 
Connnodore  Ilollins,  f^prmerly  of  our  Navy.  In  attempting  to  make  his 
escape  the  commodore  was  killed.  On  the  morning  of  the  Gth  my  com- 
mand movetl  in  the  direction  of  Lynchburg,  parallel  to  the  railroa^l  to 
that  point.  All  the  bridges  and  trestle-work  on  the  Lynchburg  road 
were  destroyed  as  far  as  the  bridge  over  Bnffalo  llun,  including  the 
the  latter  bridge.  On  the  8th  we  moved  to  New  Market,  on  the  James 
Eiver,  where  a  cut  was  made  in  the  canal.  On  the  9th  marched  to 
Scottsvillej  the  following  day  reached  Columbia,  where  we  rested  until 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  when  we  marched  to  Frederick's  Hall  Station, 
on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  a  portion  of  the  division  going  to 
Eumpass  Station.  The  following  day  the  entire  command  was  engaged 
in  destroying  the  railroad  track,  by  burning  the  ties  and  bending  the 
rails.  In  this  manner  about  ten  miles  of  the  road  was  destroyed  at  this 
point.  On  the  14th  marched  to  Ground  Squirrel  bridge  over  the  South 
Anna,  at  which  point  the  main  portion  of  the  command  was  halted, 
while  two  regiments  proceeded  as  far  as  Ashland  and  returned,  meet- 
ing no  enemy  on  the  route.  The  entire  command  encamped  near  the 
Ground  Squirrel  bridge.  I  sent  a  scouting  party  toward  Richmond  on 
the  Brook  pike,  which  succeeded  in  capturing  a  train  of  40  wagons  and 
a  number  of  prisoners,  including  one  of  General  Early's  staff  officers. 
Moved  at  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  reachiirg  Ashland  early 
in  the  day,  where  I  learned  that  Longstreet  and  Pickett  were  advancing 
upon  that  point,  with  a  heavy  force  composed  of  all  arms.  The  First 
Brigade,  under  Colonel  Pennington,  was  sent  forward  to  hold  the  enemy 
in  check  until  the  rest  of  the  command  could  pass  that  point  in  the 
direction  of  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  South  Anna.  The  enemy 
made  several  attempts  to  force  Pennington  back,  but  was  repulsed 
each  time.  His  most  determined  effort  was  made  just  before  dark,  but 
was  a  complete  failure.  Having  held  the  cross-road  as  long  as  was 
desirable  or  necessary,  Pennington,  in  obedience  to  my  orders,  with- 
drew his  command,  and  followed  the  remainder  of  the  division  to  the 
north  bank  of  the  North  Anna,  where  the  entire  command  encamped 
near  Carmel  Church.  From  the  latter  point  we  marched,  via  Mangohick 
Church  and  King  William  Conrt-Honse,  to  White  House,  crossing  the 
Pamunkey  River  at  that  ])oint  over  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  19th; 
encamped  near  White  House. 
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111  tlie  battle  of  Waynesb.dongh,  in  wliicli  tlie  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  captured  avsis  upward  of  2,0.00,  my  loss  was  but  9 
in  all.  With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
command  throughout  the  entire  expedition,  both  when  engaged  with 
the  enemy  and  whil^  on  the  march,  I  have  nothing  but  words  of  the 
highest  praise  and  commendation  to  offer.  As  a  special  report  will  be 
made,  making  mention  of  those  who  are  particularly  deserving  and 
meritorious,  none  of  the  many  instances  of  personal  gallantry  and  merit, 
as  displayed  on  the  late  expedition,  are  mentioned  in  this  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

Ct.  a.  CUSTER, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral. 
Capt.  E.  M.  Baker, 

Actff.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division. 

Headqitarteus  Third  (Javalky  Division, 

March  4,  1865. 

Report  of  property  captured  and  destroyed  byThird  Cavalry  Division. 

Captured :  14  pieces  of  artillery,  54  double  sets  artillery  harness,  (J 
caissons,  9  forges,  800  horses  and  mules,  150  army  wagons,  15  ambu- 
lances, 300  double  sets  Avagon  harness,  15  doubly  sets  ambulance  har- 
ness, 1  medicine  wagon  and  harness,  15  battle-flags,  1  U.  S.  guidon 
(recaptured). 

Destroyed:  7  railroad  cars, loaded  with  supplies,  saddles,  and  shoes; 
18  railroad  bridges,  50  miles  of  railroad,  30  army  wagons,  500,000  rounds 
of  ammunition,  2,250  stand  small-arms,  500  wall-tents,  300  pack-sad- 
dles, 1,500  cotton  quilts,  1,000  pounds  bacon,  2  mills  filled  with  corn 
and  wheat,  45  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  3  store  houses. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Breret  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Levant  W.  Barnhart, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  9. 


Report  of  Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  White  House  Landing,  Va.,  March  19, 1865. 

Captain  :  x  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  brigade  during  the  recent  cavalry  expedition,  from 
February  27  to  present  date: 

At  0  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  February  27,  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  headcpiarters  Third  Cavalry  Division,  I  broke  camp  on  the  Kom- 
ney  pike,  two  miles  from  Winchester,  Va.,  and  marched  in  rear  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Wells  commanding;  took  the  Valley  pike  and 
reached  Woodstock,  thirty  miles  from  Wincliester,  about  7  p.  m.,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  G  a.  ni.  on  the  28th  resumed  the  march,  my  brigade  having  the 
advance  of  the  division.  Passed  through  Edenburg  and  Mount  Jack- 
son, and  ui»on  reaching  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  forded  that 
stream  with  the  brigade.  The  stream  was  extremely  high,  owing  to  the 
recent  ruins,  and  the  current  was  very  strong.  Oiie  man  was  carried 
away  and  drowned,  and  many  others  would  have  been  drowned  had  it 
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not  beeu  for  the  superhuman  effortis  ol  a  number  of  officers  and  men 
upon  the  bank,  who  rushed  into  the  stream,  and  at  great  personal  risk 
brought  them  to  the  shore.  Among  those  who  were  conspicuous  in  their 
efforts  to  save  life  upon  this  occasion  were  Maj.  Thomns  McClong  and 
Doctor  Helm,  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry.  After  crossing  the 
stream  I  moved  on  to  Lacey's  Spring,  thirty  miles  from  Woodstock,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Left  Lacey's  Spring  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  1st  of  March  and  bivouacked  seven 
miles  north  of  Staunton.  The  next  day,  at  C  a.  m.,  marched  through 
Staunton,  following  the  Second  Brigade,  which  had  the  advance,  and 
took  the  road  to  Waynesborough.  Upon  reaching  Waynesborongh  the 
enemy,  under  (ieneral  Early,  were  found  strongly  posted  on  the  rising 
ground  between  as  and  the  town,  with  artillery  in  position.  Halting 
my  command  I  reported  to  General  Custer  for  orders,  and  was  directed 
by  him  to  dismount  three  regiments,  and  to  make  an  eflort  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left  flank  through  a  piece  of  wood  which  he  i)ointed  out  to  me. 
Dismounting  the  Second  Ohio,  Third  New  Jersey,  and  First  Connecti- 
cut Cavalry,  and  leaving  the  Second  New  York  and  the  battalion  of 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  in  reserve,  I  moved  to  the  edge  of  a  jriece  of 
woods  which  concealed  the  command  from  the  enemy,  and  which  was 
a  convenient  point  from  which  to  advance,  and  then  proceeded  to 
reconnoiter  the  ground  in  my  front,  with  the  view  to  find  the  best  con- 
cealed route  by  which  to  move  upon  the  enemy.  This  obje(!t  being 
attained  I  ordered  forward  the  column,  which  advanced,  concealed  from 
the  view  of  the  enemy,  to  within  about  100  yards  of  the  woods  through 
which  we  wore  to  charge.  Halting  for  a  moment  to  take  down  a  fence 
in  my  front  I  ordered  the  command  forward,  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry 
leading  at  a  charge,  and  followed  by  the  Third  New  Jersey  and  First 
Connecticut  Cavalry.  Tlie  movement  was  comi>letely  successful.  The 
entire  line  of  the  enemy  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  obliged  to 
retreat,  many  thn^wing  away  their  arms  and  accouterments  to  enable 
them  t( )  do  so  more  effectually.  Asa  result  of  this  movement  the  enemy 
lost  about  1,500  prisoners  (enlisted  men),  about  70  officers,  and  1 1  pieces 
of  artillery,  about  150  army  wagons  and  ambulances,  and  14  stand  of 
colors.  The  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  captured  5  pieces  of  artillery  and 
435  prisoners;  the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry  captured  07  prisoners. 
My  command,  being  dismounted,  was  not  able  to  follow  up  the  enemy 
beyond  South  River,  across  which  they  retreated.  The  Second  Bri- 
gade, Colonel  Wells  commanding,  took  up  the  chase  at  that  point. 
The  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  A.  M.  Eandol,  and  a  battalion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Captain  Nieman),  belonging 
to  my  brigade,  did  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  affair,  but  were 
massed  and  held  in  reserve.  The  retreat  was  so  sudden  that  the  affair 
was  over  before  they  could  be  called  up.  The  First  Connecticut  also 
destroyed  52  stand  of  arms  and  a  large  quantity  of  snnill-arm  ammu- 
nition. In  this  affair  my  command  had  but  one  man  wounded;  this  was 
the  only  casualty.  I  moved  with  the  division  that  night  (March  2), 
through  Rockfish  Gap,  and  encamped  on  tlie  Charlottesville  road. 

On  the  3d  of  March  we  moved  from  cam])  at  (J  a.  m.  and  reached 
Cliarlottesville  at  3  p.  m.  and  encami)ed ;  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry 
was  detached  and  ordered  to  North  Garden,  on  Charlottesville  and 
Lynchburg  Railroad,  and  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  was  detailed 
to  destroy  the  iron  bridge  across  the  Rivanna  River  at  Charlottesville. 
Remained  at  Charlottesville  until  the  morning  of  tlie  Gth  of  March, 
being  engaged  while  there  in  tearing  up  the  lailroad  track  and  complet- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  biidge. 
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We  left  Cliarlottesville  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Cth  instant,  in  rear  of  tbe 
wagon  train,  and  niarcLed  to  Rockfish  Iiiver,wUicli  we  reached  at  7  o'clock 
on  tbe  morning  of  tlie  7tli  instant,  being  on  the  road  forty-eight  hours, 
marching-  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles.  At  11  a.  m.  again  took  up 
the  march,  still  guarding  the  wagon  train  and  passing  through  Lov- 
ingstoii,  encamped  at  11  p.  m.  about  three  miles  from  Arrington  Sta- 
tion, on  the  Charh)ttesvilio  and  Lynchburg  liailroad,  and  picketed  the 
road  in  that  viinnity. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  at  G  a.  m.,  gusirding  the  train  to  Arring- 
ton, and  then  taking  the  advance,  we  marcliod  to  New  Market,  at  the 
mouth  of  Tye  Itiver,  when  we  en(;ami)ed  for  the  niglit.  Tlie  foUowing 
day,  March  0,  I  moved  at  0  a.  ni.  and  encamped  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Columbia  road  with  the  Hardware  Kiver,  five  miles  from  Scottsville. 

Broke  camp  at  0  a.  m.  [10th]  and  marched  in  advance  of  the  division 
to  Columbia,  on  the  James  Itiver,  reaching  it  at  1  p.  m.;  encamped  and 
remained  till  the  11th  instant.  Leaving  Columbia  at  7  a.  m.  on  the 
12th  I  proceeded  to  Frederick's  Hall,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad, 
bringingup  the  rear  of  the  division ;  arrived  at  Fredei'ick's  Hall  atlO  p.  m. 
and  encamped.  Engaged  during  the  llith  in  tearing  up  the  railroad 
track,  Sec.  Moved  to  Ground  Squirrel  bridge,  on  the  South  Anna  River, 
on  the  14th,  leaving  cainp  at  0  a.  m.  Before  reaching  it  we  learned 
that  General  Early,  with  an  escort,  ha<l  ])assed  along  only  an  hour 
before  us.  I  sent  the  First  Connecticut  and  a  battalion  of  the  Second 
Ohio  Cavalry  in  pursuit.  They  came  up  with  the  party,  but  succeeded 
in  taking  a  few  prisoners  only,  the  enemy  having  dispersed  on  hear- 
ing the  shots  and  the  cheering  in  their  rear.  The  First  Connecticut 
and  Second  New  York  marched  to  Ashland,  and  returned  to  Ground 
Squirrel  bridge;  they  reported  no  enemy  in  the  vicinity.  Moved  with 
the  brigade  to  Ashland  at  C  a.  m.  [15th],  following  the  Second  Brigade. 
Received  information  on  arriving  that  General  Longstreet,  with  a  large 
force  of  infantry,  was  in  the  vicinity,  about  five  miles  from  Ashland. 
I  sent  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  out  upon  the  ^Telegraph  road,  with 
orders  to  fornr  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  the  Second  New  York  was 
directed  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  line  with  the  Second  Ohio. 
The  Tliird  New  Jersey  Cavalry  was  placed  in  position,  mounted,  to  the 
left  and  rear  of  the  Second  New  York,  behind  a  piece  of  woods.  The 
First  Connecticut  Cavalry  was  sent  down  the  railroad,  and  their  left 
connected  with  the  right  of  the  Second  New  York,  when  the  Second  Ohio 
was  withdrawn  soon  after.  I  had,  previous  to  forming,  received  an 
order  to  draw  in  my  command  and  withdraw  to  the  north  side  of  the 
South  Anna  River  as  soon  as  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  division,  which 
was  then  passing  through  the  station,  had  cleared  the  town.  It  not 
being  thought  advisable  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  the  enemy  not 
pressing  me,  1  remained  at  Ashland  till  sundown,  sending  out  recon- 
naissances toward  the  enemy  on  the  diiferent  roads,  to  ascertain  their 
whereabouts  and  strength.  The  Second  Ohio  was  relieved  from  the 
line  of  battle  and  sent  down  the  Telegraph  road,  and  its  place  in  the 
line  was  filled  up  by  the  Second  New  York.  On  the  return  of  the  Second 
Ohio  it  was  placed  in  reserve  at  the  railroad  crossing.  The  First  Con- 
necticut Cavalry  then  connected  with  the  Second  New  York. 

The  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  commanded  on  this  occasion  by  Lieut. 
Col.  E.  W.  Whitaker,  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  acting  assistant 
inspector  general  Third  Cavalry  Division,  sent  out  a  reconnaissance 
of  one  squadron  toward  the  enemy  from  the  right  of  my  line,  while 
a  battalion  of  tbe  Second  New  York  moved  down  the  Telegraph  road. 
The  squadron  of  the  First  Connecticut,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant- 
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Colonel  Wbitakei',  was  ambusbed  by  infautry  and  cavalry,  losing  1  ofli- 
cer  (Lieut.  J.  W.  Clark)  killed  and  2  men  missing.  This  reconnaissance 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  Avere  in  force,  and  that  they  had  both  infan- 
try and  cavalry.  At  sundown,  as  I  was  about  retiring  in  pursuance  to 
orders  received  from  General  Custer,  the  enemy  made  a  spirited  attack 
upon  the  line  of  the  Second  2To\v  York  with-  infantry.  They  were  lield 
in  check  till  the  Second  New  York,  which  was  to  bring  up  the  rear, 
retired.  They  did  not  follow  as  I  fell  back.  The  Second  New  York 
lost  1  officer  and  2  men  Avounded  and  1  man  killed,  and  had  22  liorses 
so  badly  wounded  that  they  hud  to  be  abandoncid  on  the  march. 
Encamped  that  night  north  of  the  North  Anna  Uiver,  near  Mount  Carmcl 
Church,  The  next  day  marched  to  Mangohick,  thence  to  King  William 
Court-House  on.the  17th,  and  to  the  White  House  on  the  18th, 

During  this  trip  my  command  marched  400  miles,  both  men  and 
horses  subsisting  entirely  ofl'  the  country.  During  the  expedition  the 
Second  Ohio  Cavalry  captured  7  pieces  of  artillery,  1  caisson,  200  stand 
of  small-arms,  7  ambulances,  25  mules,  50  horses,  24  sets  of  harness, 
425  enlisted  men,  10  commissioned  oflicers,  and  destroyed  one  mile  and 
three-fourths  of  railroad  tra(;k,  4  depot  buildings,  1  railroad  bridge 
(length  400  feet),  and  25  hogsheads  of  tobacco.  The  First  Connecticut 
Cavalry  captured  07  prisoners,  and  assisted  in  destroying  1  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Rivanna  Kiver  at  Charlottesville;  it  also  participated 
in  the  destruction  of  the  Gordonsville  and  Lynchburg  and  Virginia 
Central  liailroads,  and  at  Waynesborougli  destroyed  07  stand  of  small- 
arms,  which  they  ca])tured.  The  Second  New  York  captured  2  com- 
missioned officers  and  17  men  and  80  horses,  and  destroyed  the  station- 
house,  water-tanks,  freight-house  (containing  Confederate  stores),  and 
2  culverts  at  North  Garden,  2  fine  railroad  bridges  over  the  North  and 
South  Fork  of  the  Hardware  Itiver,  each  about  200  feet  in  length ;  also 
a  large  railroad  bridge  over  Eockfish  Kiver,  and  the  station-house  and 
water-tanks  at  liockfish  and  Covesville  Station.  The  regiment  also 
assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the  large  wooden  railroad  bridge  over 
the  Mechum  River;  also  destroyed  one  mile  and  a  half  of  track  near 
North  Garden.  The  Third  New  Jersey  participated  in  the  capture  of 
Early's  army  at  Waynesborough,  captured  1  gun  at  Charlottesville, 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and,  exclusive  of  the  Waynesborough  affair, 
they  have  captured  7  prisoners,  60  horses,  and  15  mules.  It  also  assisted 
in  destroying  the.  railroad  bridge  at  Charlottesville  over  the  Rivanna 
River,  and  in  tearing  up  the  railroad  track  on  the  Gordonsville  and 
Lynchburg  and  Virginia  Central  Railroad. 

To  recapitulate,  the  brigade  has  captured  8  pieces  of  artillery,  1  caisson, 
267  stand  of  arms,  7  ambulances,  190  horses,  40  mules,  24  sets  of  har- 
ness, 516  enlisted  men  prisoners,  12  commissioned  officers.  The  com- 
mand has  destroyed  5  large  railroad  bridges,  about  5  miles  of  railroad 
track,  4  railroad  station  houses  and  outbuildings,  25  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  and  1  cotton  mill. 

My  casualties  were  as  follows,  viz :  1  officer  killed,  1  officer  wounded, 
4  enlisted  men  killed  (2  accidental),  4  men  wounded,  and  16  men  miss- 
ing. The  horses  of  this  comma  ■  d  have  suffered  greatly  from  hoof-rot, 
this  disease  having  broken  out  and  spread  in  the  command  to  a  great 
extent,  rendering  several  hundred  horses  completely  unserviceable. 

My  regimental  commanders,  Col.  A,  M.  Randol,  Second  New  York 
Cavalry;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  Nettleton,  commanding  Second  Ohio  Cav- 
alry; Lieut,  Col.  William  P.  Robeson,  commanding  Third  New  Jersey 
Cavalry;  Maj.  L.  P.  Goodwin,  commanding  First  Connecticut  CavJilry, 
and  the  men  of  their  commands,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  zeal  and 
energy  displayed  by  them  in  performing  all  duties  assigned  to  them. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  l^ettlctou,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  Jjieut.  Wil- 
liam llobertson,  Second  Oliio  Cavalry,  acting  brigade  commissary,  bad 
their  horses  shot  under  them  at  the  affair  at  Waynesborough,  Va. 

The  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  which  led  the  charge,  the  Third  New  Jer- 
sey, and  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  deserve  praise  for  the  creditable 
manner  in  wliich  they  made  the  assault  on  that  day. 

I  desire  here  to  render  my  thanks  to  my  staff  officers — Capt.  Charles 
H.  Miller,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  R.  E.  Lawder,  Second  Ohio 
Cavalry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Lieut.  James  Moffitt,  pro- 
vost-marshal of  brigade;  Dr.  W..W.  P.owlby,  surgeon-in-chief  of  bri- 
gade; Capt.  A.  C.  Houghton,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  aide-de-camp; 
Lieuts.  C.  E.  E.  Voege,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  S.  N.  Hinman,  First 
Connecticut  Cavalry,  and  Hay  T.  Gordon,  Seciond  New.  York  Cavalry, 
acting  aides-de-camp — for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  performed  their 
duties  and  for  the  promptitude  with  which  they  carried  all  orders 
intrusted  to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■    '    A.  C.  M.  PENNINGTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  L.  AY.  Barniiart, 

Acig.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  J>iviiiioH,  Cavalry  Corps. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Maj.  Hartwell  B.  Cotnpson,  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  Second 

Brigade. 

Report  of  operations  of  the  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry  during  the 
late  expedition: 

Moved  with  the  Cavalry  Corjis  from  Winchester,  Ya.,  February  27, 
18()o.  Weie  not  engaged  until  March  2,  when  we  met  tlie  enemy,  under 
Lieutenant-General  Pearly,  at  Waynesborough.  Remained  in  position 
about  one  hour  and  a  half,  when  we  were  ordered  to  cliarge  them.  The 
charge  was  made,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position,  completely  rout- 
ing and  demoralizing  them,  and  capturing  as  follows,  viz :  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Wharton,  0.  S.  Army,  3  colonels,  and  upward  of  50  other  officers 
of  inferior  grade,  700  to  900  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates'  5 
pieces  of  artillery  with  caissons,  &c.,  upward  of  200  wagons  and  ambu- 
lances, 9  portable  forges,  1,200  to  1,500  stand  of  small-arms,  upward  of 
900  single  sets  of  harness,  upward  of  800  team  horses  and  mules,  and  10 
battle  flags ;  camping  that  night  at  Brooksviile.  After  this  we  continued 
the  marcii,  without  any  special  adventure,  until  the  morning  of  the  8th 
ultimo,  when  we  received  orders  to  destroy  three  railroad  bridges,  one 
across  Buffalo  River,  length  about  100  feet,  two  across  smaller  streams 
between  the  Tye  and  Buffalo  Rivers,  each  about  sixty  feet  in  length. 
One  C.  S,  storehouse  was  also  destroyed  near  New  Glasgow  Station.  On 
the  13th  instant,  at  Frederick's  Hall  Station,  we  tore  up  and  destroyed 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  railroad  track  and  one  mile  of  telegraph. 
We  wore  then  ordered  to  Beaver  Dam  Station.  In  moving  to  that  place 
we  encountered  tlie  enemy,  numbering  about  300  men,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Morgan.  We  repulsed  them  and  moved  on  to  lieaver  Dam,where 
we  destroyed  the  railroad  track,  1  mile  of  telegraph,  1  steam  saw-mill 
with  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  40-liorse  power  in  complete  running 
order,  with  about  100,000  feet  of  sawed  bridge  timber,  400  cords  of  wood, 
3  water-tanks,  and  3  force  pum])s. 


Chap.  LVm.] 


EXPEDITION  TO  PETERSBURG,  VA. 


509 


March  15,  destroyed  road  bridge  across  the  South  Anna  Eiver,  about 
200  feet  lonp,  near  Ashland. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

HAETWELL  B.  COMPSON, 
Major,   Commanding  Eighth  Neto  Yorh  Cavalry. 


No.  11. 


Report  of  Col.  John- J.  Coppinger,  Fifteenth  Ifew  York  Cavalry. 

Headqitaetees  Fifteenth  New  Yoek  Cavaley, 

Near  White  House,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 
Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  brigade  lieadquarters,  as 
regards  the  operations  of  this  regiment  since  leaving  Winchester,  Va. 
(February  27,  1865),  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  tlie  4th  of 
March  the  command  destroyed  two  miles  of  the  track  of  the  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  Railroad;  also,  two  bridges  and  two  cars.  On  the  8th  of 
March  burned  452  feet  bridge  across  Tye  River.  On  the  12th  and  13th 
of  March  destroyed  telegraph  and  about  one  mile  of  railroad  track, 
between  Frederick's  Hall  and  Bumpass  Station ;  also  burned  a  water- 
tank  at  Bumpass. 

JOHN  J.  COPPINGER, 
Colonel  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 
Capt.  J.  J.  McVean,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  12. 

Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  12,  1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  3, 1863. 


Name. 


Anderson,  Cbarles  W  . . 

Bickford,  Henry  H 

Bowey,  Richard 

Bruton,  Cliristophcr  C. 

Carman,  Warren 

Conipaon,  nartwell  B  .. 
Congdon,  James 

Crowley,  Mich.iel 

Gohecn,  Charles  A 

Harvey,  Harry 

Kelly,  D.micl 

Eoder,  Andrew 

Ladd,  George 

Miller,  John 

Nevers,  Robert 

O'Brion,  Peter 


Rank  and  organization. 


Private,  Company  K,  lat  Now 

York  (Lincoln)  Cavaliy. 
Corporal,  Company  E,  8th  New 

York  Cavalry. 
Serjeant,  Company  C,  1st  West 

Virginia  Cavalry. 
Captain,  Company  C,  22d  New 

York  Cavalry. 


Private,  Company  H,  lat  New 

York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry. 
Mnjur,  8th  New  York  Cavalry  . . 

Sergeant,  Company  E,  8th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Private,  Comp.any  A,  22d  Now 

York  Cavalry. 
First  Sergeant,  Company  G,  8tli 

New  York  Cavalry. 
Corporal,  Company  A,  22(1  New 

York  Cavalry. 
.Sergeant,  Company  G,  8th  New 

York  Cavalry. 
Seeond  Lieutenant,  Company  G, 

8th  New  York  Cavalry. 
Private,  Company  H,  22rt  New 

York  Cavalry. 
Private,  Company  H,  8th  New 

York  Cavalrj-. 
Second  Lieutenant,  Company  H, 

8th  New  York  Cavalry. 
Private.  Company  A,  Ist  New 

York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry. 


Date. 


180,5. 
Alar.  2 

Mar.  2 

Mar.  5 

Mar.  2 

Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 

Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  2 


Awarded  for — 


Capture  of  nnknown  rebel  flag 
at  Waynesborough,  Va. 

Recapture  of  flag  at  Waynes- 
borough,  Va. 

Ca])ture  of  flag  at  Charlottes- 
ville, Va. 

Capture  of  General  Early's  hoad- 
quartors  flag  (Confederate 
national  standard)  at  Waynes- 
borough.  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Wa,vnesbor- 
ough,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Waynesbor- 
ough,  Va. 

Rcca]>ture  of  General  Crook's 
headfiuarters  flag  at  Waynes- 
borough,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Wayuesbor- 
ough,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Waynesbor- 
ough,  \'a. 

Capture  of  Hag  at  Wayncshor- 
ougli,  Vu. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Wayncabor- 
ough,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Wayriesbor- 
ougli,  Va. 

Capture  of  battle-flag  at  Waynea- 
horough,  Va. 

Cvpture  of  flag  at  Waynesbor- 
ough,  Va. 

Capture  of  two  flags  at  Waynea- 
borough,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Wayuesbor- 
ougb,  Va. 
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No.  13. 

Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
March  1,  1865.    (Received  5  p.  m.) 
General  Early  reported  yesterday  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  have 
moved  up  the  Valley  in  large  force,  and  halted  last  nijjht  seven  miles 
north  of  Harrisonburg.    To-day  he  rejiorts  them  advancing  rapidly, 
and  between  Mount  Sidney  and  Staunton. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department, 

March  1,  1865. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assixtant  Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  March  7,  1865. 
General  Early  reports  enemy  at  Charlottesville.  Divided  his  forces 
yesterday,  and  one  part  moved  toward  Lynchburg,  the  other  down  the 
Rivanna.  He  is  probably  going  to  Scottsville  or  Columbia,  and  may 
be  making  for  south  side  of  James  River.  Will  you  have  the  different 
bureaus  notified,  that  they  may  save  their  property?  Lomax  is  at 
Lynchburg,  and  all  troops  under  Generals  H.  H.  Walker  and  Echols 
have  been  sent  there.  Fitz  Lee  is  ordered  up  the  James,  with  all  his 
cavalry.  The  want  of  forage  and  provisions  paralyzes  us. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  J.  C.  15RECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 

[ludorsoment.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

March  7,  1865—13  a.  m. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  difl'erent  bureaus  have  been  notified. 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  14. 


Journal  of  Gapt.  Jed.  ffotchkiss,  Topographical  Engineer,  Second  Corps, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  ( Vallcii  District),  of  operations  Jamiary 
1-May  8,  1865* 

Sunday,  January  1,  iSffo.— Spent  the  day  at  home.     *     •     »     It  was 
very  cold,  but  clear. 

*  Omissions  of  strictly  private  matter  iu  the  journal  are  indicated  by  asterisks. 
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Addenda.  On  tbe  1st  of  January,  1865,  Loinax's  division  of  cavalry 
was  located,  one  brigade  at  Burtonsville,  one  brigade  at  Liberty  Mills, 
one  brigade  at  Staniirdsville,  three  regiments  on  picket.  Headquarters 
at  Barboursville.  The  outer  line  of  pickets  began  at  Criglersville,  on 
the  left;  then,  Ada  Madison  Court-House,  to  Locust  Dale.  Interior 
reserves  at  Culpeper  Court-House.  Vedettes  at  fords  of  Bappahan- 
nock. 

Monday,  January  2. — Went  to  Staunton  to  hire  servants,  but  did  not 
get  one,  as  they  were  hired  only  for  grain  and  at  very  high  rates,  men 
bringing  100  bushels  of  corn  or  wheat.  The  day  was  quite  cold  in  the 
a.  m.,  but  became  quite  pleasant.  General  Early  has  gone  to  Eich- 
mond.    *    *    * 

Tuesday,  January  3. — Went  over  to  see  the  bridge  at  the  river,  which 
the  pioneers  nearly  completed  today,  and  then  II.  B.  Sieg  and  myself 
went  to  Staunton,  where  I  hired  a  servant  woman  of  Mrs.  Opie  for  $50 
in  specie,  or  its  equivalent.  Came  back,  and  hunted  wagons  to  haul 
wood  to-morrow.  A  line  morning,  but  it  began  to  snow  about  noon, 
and  snowed  all  the  rest  of  the  day  quite  fast.    Snowed  until  midnight. 

Wednesday,  January  4. — Spent  the  day  at  home,  looking  after  hauling 
wood,  &c.  Had  five  men  of  pioneer  party  to  cut,  and  a  team  from 
there,  and  Doctor  Wilson's  and  Dudley's  teams.  Got  two  loads  of  wood 
from  Dudley's  and  twelve  from  Heiser's  woods.  Cold  in  morning,  but 
became  pleasant.    R[obinson]  copying  battle  maps. 

Thtirsday,  January  5. — I  went  up  to  Swoope's  Depot  to  see  General 
Eosser.  Found  him  at  Colonel  Baylor's.  Got  from  him  positions  of 
cavalry  in  fights,  &c.  Dined  with  him  and  then  returned  home.  '  Mim- 
ford,  with  Wickham's  brigade,  came  fi'om  Midway  to  Swoope's  to-day. 
He  came  by  the  Parkersburg  road  to  Staunton  the  same  day  we  went 
to  Harrisonburg  after  Custer,  then  crossed  to  Ivy  Depot,  back  to  Green- 
wood, then  to  Eockflsh  and  across  Tye  Eiver  Gap.  Eosser's  pickets 
are  still  at  Stony  Creek,  and  he  has  a  squadron  in  Pocahontas  County. 
It  thawed  and  froze  alternately  to-day. 

Friday,  January  (i. — Spent  the  morning  at  home  looking  after  things 
generally.  After  dinner  self  and  servant  rode  to  camp  at  Fishersville. 
It  began  to  rain  last  night  and  rained  quite  steadily  all  day.  The 
streams  are  rising  rjvpidly  and  the  snow  is  nearly  gone,  but  the  frost 
has  not  yet  left  the  ground.  General  Early  came  back  yesterday. 
E[obinson]  is  copying  battle  maps  at  my  house. 

Saturday,  January  7. — Worked  at  map  of  Eosser's  light  at  Lacey's 
Spring.  Oltmanns  at  reduction,  and  James  Arthur  Wilson  began 
work  to-day  by  copying  map  of  Eockbridge.  A  fine,  bracing  day; 
thawed  some  in  a.  m.  and  froze  in  p.  m.  and  at  night;  clear. 

Sunday,  January  8. — *  *  *  It  froze  hard  last  night;  thawed  some 
to-day.    *    •    * 

Monday,  January  9. — Orders  came  to  move  camp  to  Staunton,  and 
this  morning  the  general  and  all  moved  u]).  I  went  to  look  for  rooms. 
Had  much  trouble.  Ground  frozen  hard  in  the  morning,  thawed  and 
rained  iii  p.  m.  Eobinson  came  back  to  camp.  W[ilson]  and  0[lt- 
manns]  at  maps. 

Tuesday,  January  10. — It  rained  all  last  night  and  most  of  the  day 
quite  hard.  Ground  still  frozen  some,  but  very  muddy.  Got  rooms  at 
Arnall's  for  $50  a  month.    It  cleared  olf  about  sundown. 

Wednesday,  January  11. — Worked  at  Eosser's  tight  at  Lacey's  Spring 
and  at  Hanging  Eock.  0[ltmanns|  at  reduction.  E[obinson]  at  copy 
of  Lynchburg.  W[ilson]  ftnished  Eockbridge.  It  froze  very  hard  and 
tbe  day  was  quite  bracing.     Thawed  some  in  p.  m.    General  lioBser 
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attacked  and  captured  the  gairisoii  at  Beverly  this  iiioniing  before  day, 
and  took  585  prisoners  of  the  Mglith  [Ohio  Cavalry]  and  Thirty-fourth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  Attacked  with  300  men.  Colonel  Cook  lost 
his  leg-  (commanding  Payne's  brigade).  Snow  from  six  to  eighteen 
inches  deep  on  Cheat  and  Alleghany. 

Thursday,  January  13. — Finished  map  of  battle  at  Hanging  Kock,  and 
W[ilson|  began  copy  of  map  of  Western  Virginia  for  liosser.  Colonel 
Smith  went  to  Lexington.     Quite  cold. 

Friday,  January  13. — All  engaged  as  usual.    Cool  day. 

Saturday,  January  14. — Worked  at  battles  of  Wilderness.  W[ilson| 
copying  Western  Virginia.  O(ltmanns)  at  reduction.  lt[obinson|  cojjy- 
ing  Hanging  Eock.  *  *  »  Little  .snow  in  the  a.  ni.  Air  quite 
bracing.    Eosser  at  Greenbrier  bridge. 

Sunday,  January  !'>. —  *  *  *  A  fine  day.  Quite  mild.  Eobins 
singing.    *    *     • 

Monday,  January  16. — Came  to  camp  early  in  the  morning  and  worked 
at  Wilderness  battles.  E[obinsonJ  copying  Hanging  Eock.  0[lt- 
manns]  and  W[ilson|  at  same  as  before.  Major  Gilmor  came  to  see  the 
general  at  night.  He  is  now  in  command  in  Hardy  County.  General 
Early  seems  to  think  we  have  hard  times  ahead  of  us,  the  supply  of 
grain  is  so  small. 

Tuesday,  January  17. — Finished  Wilderness  map  and  began  one  of 
Spotsylvania  battles.  Ojltmaiinsl  reducing  Adams  County.  Wlilson] 
finished  map  of  part  of  W  estern  Virginia  for  (reneral  Eosser  and  began 
map  of  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  Major  Gilmor.  E[obinson]  finishing 
mapof  Hanging  Eock,  tracing  part  of  Spotsylvania,  &c.  *  *  *  Day 
bracing;  hurries  of  snow.    Eosser  himself  reported. 

Wednesday,  January  18. — Worked  at  Spotsylvania,  &c.  0[ltmanns] 
finished  Adams  and  began  York.  Wjilson]  at  Pennsylvania.  E[ob- 
insoii]  helped  Colonel  Smith  to  make  his  property  returns.  I  sent  to 
bureau,  &c.,  for  maps  last  night.  Echols'  brigade  going  to  Dublin  Depot. 
McCausland's  brigade  came  to  Fishersville,  and  he  to  headquarters  on 
way  to  Alleghany  and  Greenbrier;  the  Fourteenth  to  go  to  Weldon. 
Cold  day;  air  chilly.    Wrote  to  Eosser  at  night  and  inclosed  map. 

TInirsday,  January  19. — All  engaged  as  yesterday,  except  E[obin- 
sonj,  who  began  copy  of  Wilderness  battle.  The  cavalry  of  Lomax's 
division  is  on  its  way  westward  1o  subsist.  McCausIand  was  here  at 
night,  and  gave  me  details  of  the  campaign  in  regard  to  his  brigade. 
A  fine,  bracing  day. 

Friday,  January  20. — W[ilson]  finished  map  of  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
E[obinson]  also  copy  of  Wilderness,  0(ltmannsj  at  York,  I  at  Spotsyl- 
vania. Jackson's  cavalry  Avent  through  westward.  Fine,  bracing 
day.    *    *    » 

Saturday,  January  21.— 1  finished  Spotsylvania  and  began  Lomax's 
Gordonsville  fight.  E[obinson]  finished  map  of  first  day  in  Wilder- 
ness; 0[ltmanns]  at  York;  Wfilson]  map  of  Western  Virginia  for 
Loinax.  It  sleeted  and  froze  all  day;  cold;  trees  loaded  with  ice.  I 
went  home  in  p.  m. 

Sunday,  January  22.—  *  *  *  It  misted  some,  but  thawed  most 
of  the  day;  very  muddy.  Enemy  captured  picket  at  Edenburg,  which 
was  retaken. 

Monday,  January  55.— Eeturned  to  Staunton  early.  Worked  at 
Gordonsville  and  Liberty  Mills;  completed  them.  E[obinson]  at 
Spotsylvania;  0[ltmanns]  and  W[ilson]  as  before.  It  rained  quite 
hard  most  of  the  day ;  froze  at  night.  E[obinsou]  copying  report  to 
Engineer  Bureau. 
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Tuesday,  January  24. — Made  maps  for  actions  at  Hedgesville,  Mar- 

tiiisburg,  and  Hanover  Junction.    E[obinson]  copying  Spotsylvania, 

0[ltmanns]  York,  Wlilson]  Western  Virginia.     *     ♦     •     It  froze 

nearly  all  day  and  was  quite  cold. 

Wednesday,  January  25.— CoTrected  map  of  Western  Virginia,  office 
T>r_T.=         T^  .,    ,,    .,,        „„     .     ,       .     .     Q.g„epai  ]^;^g]] . 

J  and  0[ltmanns| 
bracing.  Wrote  to  Nelson  and  General 
Lawton.    Finished  report  at  night. 

Thursday,  January  26.— Made  map  of  routes  of  Second  Corjjs  in  May 
for  General  Ewell.  W[ilson]  began  second  copy  of  Western  Virginia. 
0[ltmann8]  at  York;  R[obinson]  copied  battles  of  Wilderness.  »  *  * 
Intensely  cold.    Froze  very  hard.    Cold  wind. 

Friday,  January  27. — Finished  route  maps  and  began  Hagerstown; 
Wfilson]  at  Western  Virginia,  Ofltmaniis]  at  York;  E[obinsonj  copying 
actions  at  Liberty  Mills  and  Gordonsville.  llosser  came  and  gave 
details  of  Beverly  affair  at  night,  and  got  from  Munford  actions  of  his 
brigade  during  campaign.  Day  very  raw  and  cold.  Dined  with  Gen- 
eral Early. 

Saturday,  January  28. — I  made  map  of  Eosser's  Beverly  affair  and 

the  route  to  the  same.    EfobinsonJ  copied ,  W[ilson]  at  Western 

Virginia,  0[ltmanns]  at  York.  A  very  cold  and  windy  day.  I  went 
home  in  the  p.  m. 

Sunday,  January  29. —    »    *    *    Mild  and  pleasant. 

Monday,  January  30. — Attended  trial  of  Colonel  Munford  and  gave 
evidence.  Finished  route  map  to  Beverly  and  made  map  of  action  at 
Milford  at  night.  Very  cold  and  frosty  morning,  but  the  day  was  veiy 
pleasant.    *    •    *    Much  agitation  about  peace. 

Tuesday,  January  31. — Finished  map  of  action  at  Milford  and  matle 
map  of  position  of  army  the  1st  day  of  February,  18(55.  0[ltmanns] 
not  well;  finished  York.  W[ilson]  finished  Western  Virginia.  E[obin- 
son]  copying  maps  for  Colonel  Smith.  A  very  fine  day ;  warm ;  thawed ; 
the  ice  has  been  ten  inches  thick.  General  Wharton  spent  night  with 
me. 

Wednesday,  February  1. — Completed  map  showing  the  jiresent  posi- 
tion, &c.,  of  the  army,  and  made  map  of  McCausland's  expedition  to 
Chambersburg.  At  night  made  map  of  action  at  Guard  Hill.  0[lt- 
manns]  finished  York  County;  W[ilson]  copying  King  George;  It[obin- 
son]  copying  maps  for  Colonel  Smith's  report  for.  rlanuary.  Colonel 
Carter  came  up  to  say  good-bye.  He  and  two  battalions  of  artillery  go 
to  Eichmond  to-morrow.    A  fine,  warm  day.    *    *    • 

Thiirsday,  February  2. — Eeduced  map  of  Tygart's  Valley ;  0[ltmanns] 
reducing  Cumberland  County,  Pa.;  Wfilson)  at  King  George;  E[obin- 
soii]  copying  for  Colonel  Smith.    Fine  day,  somewhat  cool. 

Friday,  February  3. — Eeduced  Tygart's  Valley.  At  night  wrote 
twelve  pages  of  report  to  chief  engineer.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
of  operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley,  1804.    Some  rain. 

Saturday,  February  4. — I  went  home  in  the  p.  m.  Very  mild  and 
jdeasant;  thawed  most  of  the  day.  Wrote  si.\  pages  of  report  at 
night.    *    *    • 

Sunday,  February  5. —  *  •  »  The  wind  was  quite  high  last  night 
and  it  froze  hard;  it  was  quite  cool  to-day. 

Monday,  February  6. — Returned  to  Staunton  quite  early  and  made 
route  map.    .We  heard  of  the  return  of  the  so-called  "  Peace  Commis- 

33   11   R — VOL  XL, VI,  PT   I 


514  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD,,  AND  PA.     [Chap.LVIU. 

sioners,"  with  no  results.  No  one  seems  disai)p(>inted.  Quite  cold  in 
tbe  morning.  Day  became  pleasant,  but  was  chilly.  Wrote  ten  pages 
of  report  at  night. 

Tuesday,  February  7. — Worked  at  route  map.  "Elobinson]  was  finish- 
ing up  maps  for  General  Ewell,  and  W[ilson]  tracing  maps  of  routes, 
&c.,  forme;  0[ltmanusj  reducing  Cumberland  County.  It  began  to 
snow  before  day  and  snowed  quite  steadily  all  day.  Finished  my 
report  of  thirty  pages  and  sent  it  off.  Snow  about  eight  inches  deep. 
No  cars. 

Wednesday,  February  8. — Employed  on  maps  for  report.  Sent  Gen- 
eral Ewell  six  maps  to  accompany  his  report.  W[ilson]  traced  maps 
for  me;  0[ltmannsj  finished  reducing  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  Payne's 
brigade  yesterday  got  orders  to  cross  the  mountain  from  Lexington. 
We  heard  of  the  defeat  of  the  Second  Corps  below  Petersburg  and  of 
General  Pegram's  death.  Fitz  Lee  leaves  to-morrow.  A  fine  day; 
cooler  toward  night.    E[obinsou]  finished  General  Ewell's  maps. 

Thursday,  February  9. — Made  nia])  of  the  route  of  Second  Corps  from 
Hanover  Junction  to  Gaines'  Mill;  li[obinsonj  copying  map  of  Wilder- 
ness; W[ilson]  tracing  outlines  for  me  and  began  Northwestern  Vir- 
ginia; 0[ltmanhs]  finished  Cumberland.  A  tine  day;  thawed  a  little; 
good  sleighing.    *    *    * 

Friday,  February  10. — Engaged  on  map  of  battles  in  Hanover 
County.  0[ltmauns]  finished  Loudoun.  *  #  *  i^ine  day;  thawed 
some.    *    *    * 

/Saturday,  Febrtmry  11. —  *  #  ♦  -jijjg  morning  was  (luite  cold, 
but  theday  was  pleasant.  *  *  *  0[ltmannsj  began  copying  Howard 
County. 

Sunday,  February  12. —  *  *  *  Cold  and  windy ;  ground  covered 
with  snow  six  inches  deep  and  crusty. 

Monday,  February  13. —  *  *  *  Ti,e  day  was  pleasant  and  it 
thawed  some,  but  it  became  very  cold  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  February  11. —  #  *  *  intensely  cold  morning,  but  pleas- 
ant day;  thawed  some.    *    »    * 

Wednesday,  February  ir). —  *  #  ♦  I  worked  at  battles  near  Eich- 
mond.  0[ltmannsj  finished  reducing  Howard  County.  It  snowed 
very  hard  in  the  a.  m.,  then  rained  and  thawed.    Very  sloppy. 

Thursday,  Fd>ruary  J6.— Engaged  as  yesterday.  0[]tnianns]  began 
Anne  Arundel  County;  K[obinson]  and  Wjilson]  came  back,  and  E[ob- 
inson]  copied  map  of  routes;  W[ilson]  at  Western  Virginia.  Thawed 
considerable. 

Friday,  February  17. — Same  as  yesterday;  also,  0[ltmanns]  and 
W(ilson].  E[obinsoii]  copied  route  map  from  Hanover  Junction  to 
Gaines'  Mill.    It  snowed  nearly  all  day.    *    *    *     Not  very  cold. 

/Saturday,  February  18. — Finished  map  of  positions  iii  Hanover 
County.  E[obinsonJ  copied  route  from  Gaines'  Mill  to  Staunton; 
others  as  before.  I  went  home  in  tlie  evening.  A  tine,  warm  day- 
thawed  rapidly.     We  heard  of  the  fall  of  Columbia. 

iSunday,  February  19. —    *    »    *     Fine  day;  thawed  some. 

Monday,  February  20. ~  *  *  *  I  worked  at  map  of  Fisher's  Hill. 
Efobinsonj  copied  route  from  Staunton  to  Washington;  others  as 
before.  Very  fine  day ;  cool  morning.  Heard  of  the  fall  of  Charleston. 
Part  of  army  hospital  went  to  Eichmond. 

Tuesday,  February  5J.— Finished  map  of  Fisher's  Hill.  E[obinsoul 
copied  three  small  maps.  Ofltmanns]  began  copying  Fauquier  for 
Engineer  Bureau.  Wrote  in  journal  at  night.  A  very  pleasant 
day.    »    •    * 
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Wednesday,  February  22. — Worked,  at  map  of  Winchester.  0[lt- 
manns]  copying  Fauquier,  and  WjilsonJ  at  Western  Virginia.  K[ob- 
mson]  copied  cavalry  fight  at  Milford.  The  Churchville  cavalry  started 
for  Petersburg.  The -day  was  quite  pleasant.  It  began  to  rain  about 
4  p.  m.,  and  rained  very  hard.    *    *     • 

Thursday,  February  23. — Engaged  as  on  the  22d.  I  looked  over  the 
reports  of  the  battle  of  Belle  Grove  at  night.  It  rained  and  misted  all 
day;  foggy  in  the  p.  m.    Very  muddy. 

Friday,  February  24. — I  put  positions  on  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  from 
the  reports;  then  worked  at  Winchester,  No.  3.  0[ltmauns]  copying 
Yankee  survey,  K[obinsonl  battle  maps,  and  W[ilson]  at  Western 
Virginia.  Major-Generals  Kelley  and  Crook  were  brought  here  by 
McNeill's  men,  boldly  captured  from  their  beds  at  Cumberland  last 
Tuesday  morning,  from  the  very  midst  of  an  army  of  5,000  men.  Cloudy, 
but  temperate. 

Haturday,  February  25. — Finished  map  of  battle  of  Winchester  and 
coiTccted  map  of  part  of  Eastern  Virginia.  Copied  from  United  States 
surveys  for  Engineer  Bureau.  0[ltmanns]  reducing  Fairfax  County; 
Itlobinson]  copying  Spotsylvania  battles,  and  W[ilson)  at  Western 
Virgidia.  It  rained  quite  bard  a  good  deal  of  the  day  and  was  very 
muddy.  I  went  home  late  in  the  p.  m.  The  enemy  is  reported  pre- 
l)aring  to  advance. 

Sunday,  February  26. —  *  *  '  It  was  quite  warm  and  the  snow 
melted  lapidly,  raising  the  streams,  which  got  very  high.  It  rained 
very  hard  during  the  night.  *  *  *  The  railroad  bridge  over  Chris- 
tian's Creek  washed  away. 

Monday,  February  27. — I  came  back  to  Staunton,  via  West  View,  the 
river  being  too  high  to  ford.  It  was  very  muddy.  A  JiTie  day.  I 
looked  over  some  maps  for  bureau;  others  engaged  as  on  Saturday. 
There  was  a  meeting  of  citizens  at  the  court-house,  addressed  by  J.  It. 
Tucker,  A.  H.  11.  Stuart,  and  others,  and  a  large  subscription  of 
supplies  and  money  for  the  Government  was  made  up.  Enthusiastic 
meeting. 

Tuesday,  February  28. — We  worked  awhile,  when  orders  came  to 
paek  up,  as  the  enemy  is  advancing.  Came  to  Mount  Jackson  last 
night.  Said  to  be  Hancock,  with  20,000  men.  So  we  packed  up  and 
spent  the  day  on  the  streets.  Much  excitement  in  Staunton,  moving 
stores,  &c.  Late  at  night  enemy  reported  near  Harrisonburg.  A 
pleasant  day.  *  •  •  Maj.  B.  H.  Green  came  back  from  a  Yankee 
prison  day  before  yesterday,  and  is  with  us  now.  Colonel  Smith  was 
at  the  railroad  bridge  and  finished  it  to-day.  Sent  off  maps  of  Eastern 
Virginia  to  Engineer  Bureau. 

Wednesday,  March  J.— Orders  were  issued  yesterday  for  breakfast  at 
daylight  and  be  ready  to  move  at  sunrise,  but  it  was  nearly  noon 
before  our  baggage  all  got  off,  and  the  last  train  did  not  leave  until  4.30 
p.  m.  The  general  and  staftleft  at  3.45  p.  m.  Everything  was  removed 
from  Staunton.  The  enemy  came  on  from  Harrisonburg  rapidly,  driv- 
ing the  squad  of  cavalry  that  we  had  before  them,  and  capturing  many 
refu'>ee  wagons,  &c.  The  enemy  came  across  Middle  Itiver,  and 
encamped.  Their  advance  at  the  Poague  farm.  Some  of  their  pickets 
came  into  Staunton  in  the  night,  it  was  reported.  We  went  to  Waynes- 
boiough.  Sent  our  wagons  across  the  river.  (My  servant,  William, 
got  drunk  in  Staunton  and  got  out  of  the  way,  and  I  left  Staunton  with- 
out him  and  did  not  know  of  his  whereabouts  until  I  got  to  Wfaynes- 
borough],  so  I  rode  back  in  the  night,  very  dark  and  nmd  v«^ry  deep,  to 
John  Hamilton's,  and  got  my  scrva^it  and  horse,  and  came  back  about 
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2  a.  m.  of  the  2d,  and  slept  awhile  at  a  refugee  camp,  as  I  could  not  find 
my  own.)  Our  infantry  picketed  the  road  at  Fishersville,  but  spent  the 
night  in  its  own  camp.  General  Rosser  had  but  few  men,  twenty  or 
thirty,  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements.    Pleasant,  but  chilly. 

Thursday,  March  2. — Wharton's  division  was  put  in  line  of  battle 
at  an  early  hour  at  Waynesborough,  the  left  at  tlie  edge  of  the 
woods  northwest  of  town,  and  the  right  at  the  barn  back  of 
Gallagher's,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  right,  one  just  in  rear  and. 
near  the  railroad  and  one  more  to  the  right  on  the  river  road.  After  the 
enemy  advanced,  four  pieces  were  taken  to  the  left  wing  and  disposed 
along  it  The  enemy  came  on  very  early  and  drove  in  our  ]>ickets  and 
destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over  Christian's  Greek',  and  it  was  then 
reported  that  they  had  gone  back,  and  tlio  troops  were  ordered  to  the 
woods  to  make  tires  to  protect  themselves  from  tlie  cold  sleet  which 
Avas  constantly  falling;  but  before  the  order  could  be  sent  news  came 
that  they  were  advancing  in  force,  and  the  general  and  start"  went  on 
the  hill  on  the  nortlieast  of  the  railroad.  About  -!  p.  ni.  the  enemy 
came  on  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  about  a  mile  in  front  of  Waynes- 
borough  and  on  the  right  of  the  road,  deploying  skirmishers  along  our 
front  and  to  the  left.  We  openpd  artillery  on  them,  es[)ecially  fiom  our 
left,  and  did  them  some  damage,  compelling  them  to  fall  back  and  break- 
ing their  line,  and  it  seemed  from  appearances  through  the  sleet  that 
they  were  falling  back,  but  about  3  p.  m.  they  massed,  and  moving 
through  the  woods  turned  our  left  flank,  which  made  a  feeble  resistance 
and  gave  way,  followed  by  the  giving  way  of  tlie  whole  line,  and  one  of 
the  most  terrible  iiauics  and  stampedes  I  have  ever  seen.  There  was 
a  perfect  rout  along  the  road  up  the  mountain,  and  the  enemy  (all  of 
the  force  being  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry)  dashed  rapidly  forward 
into  the  swarm  of  flying  men,  wagons,  <&c.,  and  pursued  over  the 
mountain  at  Rockflsh  Gap,  capturing  over  1,000  prisoners  and  all  the 
artillery  and  train.  No  artillery  had  been  ])osted  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  as  I  had  suggested  to  General  Long,  so  there  was  nothing  to 
check  the  enemy.  The  mud  was  very  deep,  and  it  rained  and  sleeted 
ail  day  and  became  very  foggy.  The  whole  army  was  captured  or 
scattered,  and  Ave  had  no  cavalry  to  aid  us,  as  it  was  back  toward  Lex- 
ington. The  general  committed  an  unpardonnble  error  in  posting  so 
small  a  force  with  a  swollen  river  in  its  rear  and  with  its  flanks  wholly 
exposed,  the  left  having  an  interval  of  one-eighth  of  a  mile  between  it 
and  the  river  and  with  a  body  of  woods  that  concealed  every  movement 
that  might  be  made.  The  only  precaution  taken  was  to  have  boards 
put  on  the  railroad  bridge  for  a  foot  bridge  in  the  morning.  The  only 
other  crossing  was  a  foot  bridge  by  the  roadside,  two  or  three  feet  wide. 
Nothing  was  done  to  cover  a  retreat.  I  had  .just  gone  to  the  flre  to 
warm  when  the  stampede  began.  1  Avent  to  the  stable  and  got  my  horse 
and  rode  rapidly  across  the  river,  expecting  to  And  artillery  on  the  hill 
there,  and  by  its  aid  rally  the  men  who  Avere  crossing  by  the  railroad 
bridge;  but,  to  my  surprise,  there  Avas  none  there,  and  the  situation,  as 
I  turned  and  saw  it,  convinced  me  that  all  Avas  lost,  especially  Avhen  1 
saAV  general  officers  rush  by  me  in  the  headlong  stam])ede.  So  1  rode 
rapidly  on  toward  my  Avagon  and  got  my  saddlebags  and  reports, 
and  had  my  servant  mounting  his  horse  Avhen  the  enemy  came  and 
commenced  firing  and  compelled  me  to  go  on.  I  went  up  the  mountain 
at  a  gallop,  the  road  full  of  fugitives  and  the  foe  yelling  "  Stop !  Stop !" 
behind  and  firing  constantly.  I  left  the  road  near  Lipscomb's  and  took 
to  the  right  into  the  Avoods;  Avas  soon  joined  by  another  man  on  horse- 
back, and  shortly  alter  by  Antrim,  of  Waynesborough,  and  we  kept  on 
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along  the  inountain  side  and  finally  went  to  the  top,  and  just  beforedark 
reached  P>.  F.  \V.  Harlan's,  where  we  spent  the  night.  The  enemy 
crossed  a  large  force  during  the  night  and  went  on  toward  Charlottes- 
ville. We  had  very  hard  work  getting  through  tlie  woods.  The  trees 
were  loaded  down  with  sleet  and  the  ground  covered  with  snow.  A 
portion  of  the  enemy  encamped  at  "Waynesborough. 

Friday,  March  3. — The  fog  and  rain  continued  all  night,  but  it  ceased 
before  noon.  The  enemy  kept  on  crossing  tiie  mountiiiu.  liobinson 
came  uj)  in  the  morning,  having  been  out  all  night.  I  spent  the  day  at 
Harlan's,  going  out  in  the  \).  m.  and  looking  at  the  situation.  Saw  the 
enemy's  pontoon  train,  &c.,  cross  the  mountain.  The  enemy  took  about 
1,100  ])risoners,  which  they  marched  to  Hamilton's  Shop  to-day. 
General  Early  spent  last  night  at  Jarman's  Gap,  and  to-day  went  to 
Whitehall.  The  whole  army  scattered.  The  enemy  passed  toward 
Charlottesville. 

SaUirrlay,  March  4. — Mr.  Antrim  and  myself  went  out  early  and 
found  the  enemy  gone,  so  we  went  on  to  Waynesborough  through  the 
wrecks  of  our  train,  &c.  Crossed  South  River,  which  was  (piite  high; 
dined  at  Antrim's,  and  then  I  went  on  to  John  Hamilton's  near  Fish- 
ersville.  *  Coiild  hardly  get  through,  the  mud  was  so  deep.  The  enemy 
left  many  of  the  captured  wagons  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  of  six  they 
captured,  stuck  in  the  uuul.  It  was  a  fine  day.  Col.  William  II.  Har- 
nnin  was  killed  at  Waynesborough.  The  enemy  did  a  great  deal  of 
damage,    liosser  encamped  at  Middle  liiver. 

Sunday,  March  5. — I  went  on  to  Staunton  quite  early,  and  then  up  to 
Buffalo  Gap  to  General  W.  L.  Jackson,  and  got  him  to  send  cavalry  to 
aid  General  Bosser  in  recapturing  our  men,  who  wont  down  the  Valley 
guarded  by  about  900  men.  He  sent  a  regiment  (Arnett's)  and  Imbo- 
den's  brigade,  under  Col.  G.  H.  Smith,  Avhich  went  down  the  Warm 
Springs  road.  The  cavalry  could  not  rendezvous  for  the  high  waters, 
and  these  only  got  here  to-day.  Rosser,  with  a  few  men,  is  following 
the  enemy  down  the  Valley.  A  fine  day;  cool  in  i).  m.  Tltc  prisoners 
encamped  at  Chne's  Mills  yesterday.  Rosser  fought  the  enemy  at  Har- 
risonburg and  went  to  Melrose. 

Monday,  March  6. — Col.  G.  H.  Smith  and  staff  came  late  last  night 
and  spent  the  night  with  us.  He  went  on  early  to  join  his  brigade, 
which  came  to  Parnassus  during  the  night  from  McDowell.  Colonel 
Arnett's  regiment  spent  the  night  at  Churchville,  and  went  on  also  to- 
day to  Harrisonburg.  I  spent  the  day  at  home,  fixing  up  after  the  losses 
at  Waynesborough.  Bought  ahorse  of  Robert  Knowles  for  $1 ,000,  blind 
in  one  eye.  J.  A.  Wfilson]  came  home  yesterday  also.  The  county  is 
full  of  rumors,  and  all  unsettled.  A  very  fine,  warm  day.  Rosser  went 
to  Rude's  Hill. 

Tuesday,  March  7.— James  A.  [Wilson]  and  myself  started  to  go 
to  Lynchburg.  After  going  to  Greenwood  to  see  about  my  maps,  went 
via  Staunton  and  saw  Major  Bell;  then  to  Fishersville  and  got  my 
servant  William,  and  on  toward  Wayneslxnough.  Heard,  but  did  not 
believe  it,  that  the  enemy  had  pi(;kets  at  Kockfish  Gap,  so  turned  to 
the  right  and  spent  the  night  at  (iibson's.  A  very  fine  day.  Met  R[ob- 
inson]  and  Jesse  going  to  my  house.  Rosser  attacked  enemy  at  10 
a.  m.  at  Rude's  Hill.    Had  three  companies  over  river. 

Wednesday,  March  <9.— We  went  to  Stuart's  Mill  and  crossed  South 
River;  then  by  a  path  to  the  Howardsville  road,  and  then  along  the 
top  of  the  ridge  to  Rocktish  Gap,  and  thence  to  Greenwood.  Did  not 
find  my  maps  there,  so  we  took  our  snack  and  fed,  and  then  went  up 
to  Jarman's  Gap  for  the  night.    It  was  quite  pleasant  until  3  p.  m., 
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when  it  began  to  rain.  The  Yankees  went  to  Cliarlottesville  and  thence 
toward  Lynohburp;'. 

Thursday,  March  9. — Went  df>wn  to  South  River,  but  could  not  cross, 
so  went  up  and  crossed  at  Waynesborough.  Dined  at  Antrim's  and 
then  went  on  to  Staunton,  where  1  found  General  Rosser.  Spent  the 
niglit  there.    A  flue  day.    Heard  that  the  enemy  was  at  Tye  River. 

Friday,  March  10. — Spent  the  day  in  Staunton.  *  *  *  A  fine 
day.    Imboden's  brigade  came  to  Staunton. 

Saturday,  March  11. — (leneral  Rosser  started  at  7  a.  m.  toward  Lex- 
ington; went  three  miles  beyond  Midway ;  liad  about  .WO  men.  1  went 
to  Fishersville  to  see  about  my  servant,  and  then  went  «m  and  joined 
General  Rosser  at  Bell's,  beyond  Midway.  It  froze  quite  hard  last 
night,  but  the  day  Avas  fine. 

Sunday,  March  15. — Started  at  sunrise  and  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge 
at  Tye  River  Gap,  and  went  by  Massie's  Mills  and  Fleetwood,  and 
halted  to  feed  at  ilubbard's.  A  very  fine  day.  Froze  soine  last  night. 
Enemy  reported  returning  to  Scottsville.  After  resting  until  dark  we 
went  on  to  Lovingston,  and  three  miles  beyond  to  Mrs.  Harris',  where 
we  ]nit  up  at  midnight. 

Monday,  March  IH. — Wo  started  at  8  a.  m.  by  the  old  Stage  road,  and 
crossed  Rockfish  River  to  Colonel  lleiskell's,  and  tlien  turned  across 

by  by-roads  to  the  lirooksville  and  Scottsville  ro:Ml  at  Mrs. , 

three  miles  from  Scottsville;  there  we  fed,  and  then  went  on  through 
Scottsville,  where  the  Yankees  did  a  great  deal  of  damage,  to  Mr. 
Sprinkle's,  Aac  miles  down  tlie  rivei'  road.  A  line,  pleasant  <lay;  roads 
very  muddy.    We  marched  until  10  ]).  m. 

Tuesday,  March  U. — We  started  at  8  a.  m.  and  rode  twenty  miles  to 
Columbia,  where  we  rested  three  hotirs  and  fed,  and  then  went  on  to 
lladensville,  fifteen  miles,  where  Ave  rested  fin- the  niglit  at  11  p.m. 
The  Yankees  di<l  a  great  deal  of  damage  at  Columbia.    A  fine  day. 

Wednesday,  March  15. — We  started  at  8  a.  m.  and  went  to  Thompson's 
Ooss- Roads ;  then  to  Payne's  Mill,  and,  via  Salem  Chnich,  to  the  Lonisa 
road,  and  down  it  to  (loodall's  Tavern,  and  then  to  Ashland,  where  Ave 
stoj)])ed  at  11  p.  m;  The  enemy  was  driven  from  Ashlan<l  about  dark. 
It  rained  some,  but  was  ]>leasant. 

Thursday,  March  16. — We  spent  last  niglit  at  Ashland,  and  General 
Rosser  moved  on  to-day  toward  Hanover  Court-House.  I  came  on  to 
Richmond  Avith  dispatches  for  General  Lee.  Attended  to  some  busi- 
ness at  the  bureau,  &c.  Went  to  General  Ewell's  for  quarters.  Found 
General  Early  in  Richmond.    A  A'ery  fine  day. 

Friday,  March  17. — Spent  the  day  in  Richmond,  getting  my  business 
arranged.  Saw  Major  Campbell  about  maps,  &c.  Got  Cieneral  Gilmer 
to  send  the  engineer  troops  to  railroad.  Spent  the  night  at  Col.  Nat 
Tyler's.    Very  tine  day.     General  Early  went  to  see  General  Lee. 

Saturday,  March  18. — Spent  the  day  in  Richmond.  Went  to  Ma,jor 
Campbell's;  also  saw  General  Gilmer  about  the  publication  of  my  map. 
A  fine  day;  trees  leafing  out;  spring  weather.  Spent  the  niglit  at 
G(>,neral  EAvell's.    General  Early  came  back. 

Sunday,  March  19. — Remained  in  Richmond.  *  *  »  General 
Early  informed  me  that  we  were  all  to  go  to  the  Valley  again .  He  spent 
the  day  at  Worsham's.  What  a  man !  A  very  fine  day.  A  large  lot  of 
returned  prisoners  came  up. 

Monday,  March  SO. — I  started  Wilson  and  William,  with  the  horses, 
back  to  the  Valley  with  Major  Rogers.  I  finished  my  business  and  got 
my  boxes  to  go  to  Petersburg,  but  the  drayman  carried  them  to  the 
wrong  depot,  and  1  missed  the  train,  so  spent  the  night  with  Oltmanns. 
Fine  weather;  cool  nights. 
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Tuesday,  March  SI. — Started  for  Petersbnrjx  at  C  a.  m.  and  got  there 
about  10,  and  spent  the  day  at  (ieiierals  Gordon's,  Grimes',  and  Walk- 
er's Leadquaiters,  getting  iuforinatiou  for  my  re])ort  of  tlie  campaign 
of  1864.  It  rained  a  good  deal  during  the  diiy,  and  was  cool.  I  spent 
the  night  with  Oajjtain  Hinrichs,  at  Walker's  headquarters.  The  Sec- 
ond Corps  is  in  the  breast  works  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  the  division 
commanders  all  liave  quarters  in  Petersburg.  General  Early  went  to 
Lynchburg  yesterday. 

Weflneit<hiy,  March  22. — Left  Petersburg  at  0  a.  m.  for  Lynchburg  by 
tie  South  Side  Itailroad,  a  very  rough  one.  We  did  not  reach  Lynch- 
burg until  8  ]).  ni.  Then  we  tried  to  get  transiiortation,  but  ccmld  find 
no  officer.  The  canal  to  Le.\ingt<m  is  broken,  so  we  will  liave  to  go  via 
Silem.  General  lOarly  left  Ivyncliburg  in  the  p.  m.  of  to-day  for  Abing- 
don.   Pleasant,  but  cool.    The  cars  are  fnll  of  our  returned  prisoners. 

Thursday,  March  2S. — Got  transjiortation  and  left  Lynchburg  for 
Salem  at  S  a.  m.  lleached  Sfalem]  by  2  p.  m.,  and  found  Major  Pitzer 
leaving  on  the  cars  to  join  General  l<]arly.  Cajitain  Moorcs  and  myself 
w(Mit  to  Pitzer's  for  the  night.  A  very  fine  day.  Enemy  reported 
advancing  from  East  Tennessee. 

Friday,  March  2d. — We  went  to  Salem  in  the  morning  and  got  a 
wagon  and  four  mules  and  rations,  and  in  the  p.  m.  started  for  Staun- 
lon.  Went  eleven  miles  to  Cloverdale  Mills,  and  encamped  at  Lang- 
home's.    Fine  day. 

(Saturday,  March  2'>. — Started  at  G  a,m.  and  went,  via  Buchanan,  to 
ElaJierty's,  six  miles  beyond.  Got  our  own  suppers,  because  refused  a 
lodjfing  at  Flaherty's.    Then  went  to  IJarger's  for  the  night.    Fine  day. 

Utrnda}/,  March  26. — ^We  continued  our  Journey,  via  the  Natural 
Bridge,  to  Lexington.  Found  the  road  very  rough  and  some  de<^p  mud 
holes.  I  spent  the  night  at  Eev.  W.  H.  IJuflner's.  Major  Kyle  joins 
us  from  here.    Fine  day. 

Monday,  March  27. — We  went  to  Ballard  Smith's,  three  miles  beyond 
Midway.    Fine  day;  roads  better. 

'Duesday,  March  2S. — We  reacjlied  Staunton  about  2  p.  m.,  the  stage 
only  being  a  half  day  ahead  of  us.  Lieutenant  Flood  an<l  ])arty  got 
there  in  the  p.  m.  After  looking  up  my  horses,  seeing  to  my  baggage, 
&c.,  I  went  on  home.  Got  there  about  dusk.  Found  Jackson's  and 
Iinl)oden's  brigades  near  Churchville.  They  reached  there  Monday 
fr;)m  Hanover  Junction.    Fine  day;  quite  warm. 

Wednesday,  March  29.—  *  *  *  A  A^ery  fine  day.  Eobinson  and 
Wilson  went  to  town. 

Thursday,  March  30. — It  rained  quite  hard  last  night  and  was 
showery  all  day  today;  grass  and  all  things  growing  finely.  I  came 
to  Staunton  and  got  rooms  at  the  Virginia  Hotel.  General  Lomax  was 
ordered  to  take  command  of  the  Valley  District  to-day.  ]l[obinson] 
made  map  of  Kude's  Hill,  Rosser's  affair,  and  Wfilson]  finished  Western 
A'^irginia.    I  di<l  not  do  much.    There  was  a  fight  on  Hatcher's  Eun. 

Friday,  March  .HI. — I  corrected  some  maps.  Efobinson]  made  second 
map  of  Eude's  Hill,  WJilsonj  copying  vicinity  of  Lynchburg.  A 
pleasant  day,  but  cool.    Lomax  moved  to  the  country. 

Saturday,  April  l.—l  spent  the  day  assorting  my  maps  and  putting 
all  things  in  good  order.  Eobinson  ruled  the  map  of  the  Valley  for 
reduction  and  a  sheet  for  the  same;  Wilson  copying  vicinity  of  Lynch- 
burg.   I  went  home  in  the  p.  m.    A  fine  day. 

Sunday,  April  2. — I  spent  the  day  at  home ;  rode  to  Staunton  in  the 
p.  m.    *    *     •    A  A'ery  fine  day. 

Monday,  April  5.— Spent  the  day  fixing  up,  &c.  E[obinson]  and 
W[ilsonJ  engaged  as  on  Saturday.    At  an  early  hour  a  report  got  out 
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that  Richmond  had  been  evacuated,  and  then  one  that  the  Yankees 
were  coming  up  the  Valley.  Gloom  pervaded  the  whole  community,  and 
some  made  preparations  for  moving  away.  General  Lomax  came  to 
town  and  ordered  the  impressment  of  teams  to  haul  bacon,  &c.,  to 
Lexington.  No  definite  information  could  be  gotten  from  Eichmond. 
News  came  up  the  Valley  that  300  Federal  cavalry  came  to  Woodstock 
yesterday.  A  fine  day.  Shower  after  dark.  Colonel  O'Ferrall 
attacked  the  enemy  in  camp  at  Hawkinstown  and  routed  them. 

Tuesday,  April  4. — Spent  to-day  in  getting  transportation,  &c.,  to 
move  away.  Town  full  of  rumors.  Eichmond  has  certainly  been  given 
up,  and  Lee  has  gone  toward  Danville.  E[obinson]  reducing  Valley 
map ;  Wilson  copying  vicinity  of  Lynchburg.  I  corrected  Valley  map 
some.    Fine  day. 

Wednesday,  April  5. — W[ilson]  as  yesterday;  I  corrected  Valley  map ; 
E[obinsonj  reducing  Eoanoke  County.  The  enemy  is  again  advancing 
up  the  Valley.  Encamped  last  night  at  Fisher's  Hill  and  came  to-day 
to  Maurertown,  our  cavalry  skirmishing  with  them.  I  went  home  in 
the  p.  m.  and  spent  the  night.  Started  Eobinson  with  my  maps  to 
Lynchburg.    A  fine  day,  but  cloudy. 

Thursday,  April  6. — I  came  back  to  Staunton  at  an  early  hoiir.  The 
enemy  is  still  advancing  up  the  Valley;  also  said  to  be  at  Christians- 
burg.  Our  trains  from  Eichmond  going  toward  Lynchburg;  the 
enemy  at  Goochland  Court-House.  It  rained  quite  hard  last  nightand 
this  a.  m.  We  spent  the  da;^in  Staunton.  Late  in  the  p.m.  it  was 
reported  that  the  enemy  had  gone  back  down  the  Valley.    Fine  diy. 

Friday,  April  7. — Lomax's  division  started  toward  Lexington  yrater- 
day  in  the  p.  m.  and  went  some  ten  miles,  and  to-day  it  went  through 
Lexington  and  to  the  mouth  of  Bufi'alo  Creek.  I  accompaniel  it. 
Supped  at  Colonel  Preston's.  We  marched  until  10  p.  m.  General 
Lomax  went  ten  miles  farther  to  the  "Eope  Ferry."  Fine  day.  Country 
full  of  rumors  and  much  excited.    Eode  forty-six  miles. 

Saturday,  April  8. — We  continued  the  march  to-day  by  the  Amherst 
road  to  Lynchburg.  Got  there  after  dark.  General  Lomax  reached 
there  about  2  p.  m.  The  citizens  had  determined  to  surrender  the 
place,  aaid  were  much  excited  at  the  near  a])proach  of  the  enemy  from 
the  west,  a  few  hundred ;  but  General  Lomax  soon  restored  confidetce, 
and  got  convalescents,  &c.,  into  the  trenches;  but  he  soon  found  t.iat 
only  a  small  force  was  coming  from  the  Avest  and  that  it  had  retired,  so 
he  put  his  cavalry  toward  Farmville,  as  reports  came  of  disasters  to 
General  Lee's  army,  which  was  at  Appomattox  Station.  We  traveled 
thirty-six  miles.    Fine  day.    Peaches,  apples,  &c.,  in  full  bloom. 

Stmday,  April  9.— We  rode  around  the  city  to  see  its  defenses.  Weat 
also  to  the  cavalry  camp  three  miles  down  the  river.  News  can,e 
rai)idly  that  our  army  lost  most  of  its  train  and  artillery  yesterday, 
and  that  there  was  a  fight  this  morning  and  the  army  had  surrendered. 
It  was  confirmed  later  in  the  day,  and  sadness  and  gloom  pervaded  the 
entire  community.  Generals  Eosser  and  Munford  came  in  late  in  the 
day,  and  the  town  was  full  of  fugitives.  Cool,  part  of  the  day.  I  went 
out  to  General  Jackson's  camp  for  the  night. 

Monday,  April  JO.— We  marched  at  (i  a.  m.  toward  Danville,  via 
Campbell  Court-House.  The  command  went  to  Pannill's  Bridge. 
General  Lomax  went  by  the  Ward  road.  The  train  and  artillery  started 
yesterday.  I  crossed  to  it  from  Campbell  Court-House,  and  went  across 
Ward's  Bridge  and  four  miles  beyond  to  McDaniel's.  Saw  General 
Eosser  on  the  road,  going  to  Danville  to  see  General  E.  E.  Lee,  who 
was  said  to  have  gone  down  the  day  before.    It  rained  a  good  deal  of 
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the  day.  Rode  thirty  miles.  The  country  is  full  of  fuffifcives  from  the 
surrender. 

Tuesday,  April  11. — We  rode  to  seven  miles  beyondPittsylvaiiiaCourt- 
House,  toward  Danville.  The  division  came  by  Chalk  Level  to  a  few 
miles  beyond  the  Court-House.  It  misted  in  the  morning,  cool  in  a.  m., 
warmer  in  p.  m.  Vegetation  quite  forward.  Majors  Howard  and  Eow- 
land  and  myself  spend  the  night  at  Doctor  Hutchins'. 

Wednesday,  April  12. — We  went  to  the   division  camp  at 

Meeting-House.  Heard  positively  that  (ienoral  11.  Yj.  Lee  had  sur- 
rendered himself.  A  good  jiortiou  of  the  division  went  off  last  night, 
and  Colonel  Nelson  to-day  disbanded  his  artillery,  leaving  everything 
at  Pittsylvania  Court-House.  I  soon  ascertained  that  the  Virginia 
troops  had  all  determined  to  go  home,  and  that  the  surrender  of  (len- 
eral  Lee  had  caused  nearly  every  one  to  give  up  all  hopes  for  the  Con- 
federacy. Though  many  had  escaped  without  being  paroled,  only  now 
and  then  one  had  a  gun.  A  complete  demoralization  had  taken  place, 
(reneral  liosser  saw  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Danville,  and  to-day 
passed  through  Pittsylvania  Court-House  toward  Lynchburg,  where  he 
disbanded  his  division  on  Monday  last,  (ieneral  Lomax  went  to  Dan- 
ville to  see  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  division  melted  away  during 
the  day,  and  but  few  were  left  to  follow  General  W.  L.  Jackson  when 
he  turned  back  toward  the  Valley.  Major  Howard  and  myself  went  to 
the  Court-House,  dined  at  Judge  Gilmer's,  and  then,  in  company  with 
Colonel  Nelson  and  others,  went  to  Bergcr's  Store  and  two  miles  beyond, 
toward  Toler's  Ferry.  Nearly  every  hirase  was  full  of  soldiers  going 
home,  and  we  had  much  trouble  in  finding  quarters.  Fine  day,  but  it 
rained  most  of  the  evening  and  night.  Skulkers  and  deserters  are 
coming  out  of  their  holes. 

Thursday,  April  13. — We  started  early;  crossed  the  Staunton  Eiver, 
mucli  Swollen,  at  Toler's  Ferry.  Fed  at  Mr.  Leftwich's,  and  went  on 
through  Liberty  to  Nichols',  on  the  Peaks  road.  Itode  thirty-four  miles. 
Very  fine  day.  The  full  spring  tide  of  growtli.  Vegetation  much 
advanced.  Fully  six  weeks  earlier  than  last  year.  Some  Federal  cav- 
alry at  Lynchburg.  Country  getting  quite  quiet.  The  paroled  men  are 
getting  home.    We  wish  to  find  the  wagons  to  get  onr  baggage. 

Friday,  April  14. — We  started  quite  early  and  Avent  by  tlie  Peaks  Gap 
to  Buchanan,  working  our  way  through  the  blockade  made  against 
Sheridan  in  March.  Found  everything  gone  from  Buchanan,  so  went 
toward  Salem  as  far  as  Blue  Ridge  Tavern;  then  went  home  with  Mr. 
Obenchain  for  the  night.  Fine  spring  day;  apples,  peaches,  &c.,  in  full 
bloom  in  the  Valley.  Rode  thirty-six  miles.  Heard  that  Echols  had 
disbanded  his  force  at  Wytheville,  save  a  few  cavalry  with  which  he 
had  started  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  via  Kentucky.  It 
rained  some  late  in  the  p.  m. 

Saturday,  April  15.— 1  spent  the  day  at  Mr.  Obenchain's,  suffering 
from  a  boil  on  my  left  breast.  Major  Howard  went  to  the  turnpike  to 
ascertain  where  the  train  was.  It  Avas  quite  cool  and  rained  most  of 
the  day, 

Sunday,  April  10. — We  went  to  Buchanan,  met  Mr.  Robinson  there, 
and  found  where  the  train  had  gone  to,  and  where  the  property  had 
been  distributed.  Major  Howard  went  back  toward  Salem,  and  Kfobin- 
son]  and  myself  went  on  to  Lexington ;  got  there  about  dark  and  ])ut  up 
with  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Rnffner.  Pleasant  day;  roads  muddy.  Jackson's 
and  Lomax's  divisions  disbanded  at  Buchanan  yesterday  until  the  1st 

of  May.  -  . 

Monday,  AitriJ  i7.— We  spent  the  morning  m  Lexington,  arrangmg 
some  business.  Saw  Col.  George  fll.]  Smith  and  General  W.  N.  Pendleton. 
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Leaiued  many  particulais  about  the  surreinler  of  General  Lee's  army. 
Tlie  disposition  is  general  to  Kubmit  to  the  Federal  Gov(!rnment  in  con- 
sideration of  the  mild  i)olicy  proi>osed  by  Lincoln,  especially  if  there  be 
no  truth  in  the  many  rumors  of  French  recognition  and  armed  inter- 
vention. Hancock,  in  command  of  Federal  force  in  the  lower  valley, 
invites  all  the  stragglers,  &c.,  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to  come 
and  be  paroled  on  the  same  terms  those  Avere  that  were  captured  at 
A])pomattox  ('ourt-J  louse,  siiying  they  may  remain  undisturbed  at  home. 
Many  are  disposed  to  go  and  seek  this  parole.  We  rode  on  to  Browns- 
burg,  and  spent  the  night  with  I>r.  Morrison.  Pleasant  day.  Itode 
fourteen  miles. 

Tuesday,  April  18. — Went  on  home,  viii,  Sunnnerdean,  where  we  dined 
at  Dimlap's.  Got  home  about  dark.  The  Soldiers'  Aid  Society  of 
Churchville  had  just  adjourned  as  I  got  there.  Mauy  of  the  soldiers 
have  reached  Lome.  Found  all  well  at  home;  not  expecting  me,  think- 
ing 1  liad  gone  on  south.  The  minds  of  soldiers  much  exercised  as  to 
what  course  to  pursue.  Ijincoln's  pro])Osition  for  Virginia  to  come  back 
as  she  was,  &c.,  has  worked  a  revolution  in  sentiment.  I'leasant  day. 
liode  thirty-two  miles. 

Wednesday,  April  19. — Spent  the  day  at  home;  almost  sick  from  my 
boil.     Enemy  reported  coming  up  to  parole  soldiers.     Pleasant  day. 

Thursday,  April  30. —  *  *  #  Bands  of  men  are  marauding,  gath- 
ering up  what  they  claim  to  be  Government  property,  but  really  steal- 
ing cattle,  sheep,  «!fcc.,  where  they  can  find  them.  ( Jnite  an  engagement 
took  place  three  miles  from  Staunt(m  yesterday,  in  whic^h  Gol.  M.  G. 
llarniau  and  his  men  retook  a  lot  of  his  sheep  and  drove  off  the  plun- 
derers. Colonel  II  [arman]'s  horse  was  shot.  Heard  that  Lincoln  had 
bcf^n  as.sassinated.  Oool  in  the  morning;  pleasant  day.  Soldiers,  &c., 
all  busy  planting  corn  and  sowing  oats. 

Friday,  April  31. —     *     *     *     Fine  day;  quite  warm.     *     *     » 

Saturday,  April  23. —  »  »  »  Pleasiint  day;  turned  cool  in  even- 
ing.    Many  rumors  about  French  intervention,  Lincoln's  death,  &c. 

Sunday,  April  3S. —  *  *  *  fjie  day  was  quite  cool.  Keitorts  of 
Lincoln's  death  confirmed,  also  of  an  attempt  to  kill  Seward,  .lohnson, 
of  Tennessee,  has  become  President  and  breathes  out  wrath  against  the 
South.    *    *     * 

Monday,  April  24. — Went  to  Staunton.  A  full  bench  of  justices  had 
been  summoned  to  take  steps  to  prevent  the  plundering  and  stealing 
that  is  going  on  thrcmghont  the  county  by  bands  of  men  pretending  to 
gather  \^\^  public  property.  Mr.  Shettey  and  Colonel  Baldwin  made 
sonui  advisory  remarks,  and  an  address  was  ordered,  calling  on  the  people 
to  abide  by  the  laws,  itc  It  was  also  ordered  to  go  on  with  the  col- 
lection of  taxes.  Soldier  part  of  the  comnmnity  still  in  a  quaiidary. 
Warm. 

»***♦»# 

Saturday,  April  29. — I  went  to  Staunton.  The  Federal  troops,  about 
.800,  came  in  at  2  p.  m.  and  went  into  camp  west  of  town.  They  were 
very  quiet  and  disturbed  no  one.  Eoss(t  was  here  but  left  in  the 
morning,  and  Jackson  also  went  on,  where,  no  one  can  tell,  for  it  is 
highly  probable  that  all  tli<^  armies  have  surrendered  since  Sherman 
and  Breckinridge  have  had  a  truce  to  agree  upon  terms.    *     *    * 

Sunday,  April  30. —  *  *  »  Soldiers  in  doubt  what  to  do.  Some  of 
them  indisposed  to  be  paroled.    ♦     »     * 

Monday,  May  1. — I  went  to  Staunton  to-day  and  got  myself  paroled 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  with  permission  to  lemain  at  home.  There  was  a 
large  crowd  at  Staunton,  more  than  could  be  paroled.  Large  numbers 
of  servants  collected  at  the  Federal  camp.     *     •    * 
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Tuesday,  May  2. — The  troops  left  Staunton  tins  morning  and  returned 
toward  Winchester,  leaving  large  numbers  of  unparoled  soldiers  in 
the  community,  liosser  and  Jackson,  with  a  few  followers,  left  yester- 
day for  the  Southwest.    »    *    » 

Thursday,  May  4. —  •  •  *  'Heard  of  Johnston's  surrender.  »  •  * 
•  •»#*»» 

Monday,  May  8. — Went  to  Staunton  to  a  meeting  of  the  people  called 
for  an  expression  of  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  to  take  stei)s  to  restore  the  civil  government.  Mr.  Stuart  was 
made  chairman,  and  a  committee  was  sent  to  draft  resolutions.  They 
reported,  through  Mr.  Slietfey,  a  series  of  resolutions,  declaring  that 
armed  resistance  has  ceased  in  this  county;  that  tlie  only  way  to  make 
our  laws  conform  to  the  condition  of  the  country,  from  necessity,  is  to 
call  a  convention  on  the  basis  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  go  to  Richmond  and  see  if  the  Federal  authorities 
will  allow  such  a  body  to  meet  and  deliberate.  Oolonel  JJaldwin 
explained  the  resolutions  in  sonie  forcible  remarks,  and  they  were 
unanimously  adopted.  Tlie  chairman  wns  authorized  to  api)oiiit  the 
coinmittt'e.  *  *  *  Federal  troops  coming  uj)  Valley  again,  said  to 
have  encamped  at  Harrisonburg  yesterday. 


FEBRUART  27-AFRIL  23,  1865. — Operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

SXJM:]VrA.RY   Olf   THTC  rRINCIPAT^   PTVKNTS. 

Mar.       3-8, 1865. — Movement  of  convoy  of  iirisonoTS  from  Waynesliorongli  to  Win- 
chester, Va.,  with  skirmishes  (.5tli)  at  IlarrisoiibiiTi;  and  (7th) 
near  Mount  Jackson  and  :it  Ende's  Hill. 
13, 1865. — Skirmish  near  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 
14, 1865. —Skirmish  at  Woodstock,. Va. 
16, 1865. — Scont  from  near  Winchester  to  Front  Royal,  Va. 
16-17,1865. — Scout  from  Suiinnit  Point,  through  Kahle.town  and  Myerstown, 

to  Sheuando.ih  F'erry,  W.  Va. 
17-19, 1865.— Scout  from  Winchester  to  Edenburg,  Va. 

20, 1865.— Scout  to  Kabletown,  Myerstown,  and  Myers'  Ford,  W.  Va. 
20-21, 1865.— Scont  from  Winchester  to  Edenbnrg,  Vn.,  w^ith  skirmish  (21st) 

near  Fisher's  Hill. 
20-25, 1865.— Scout  from  Harper's  Ferry  into  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  with  skir- 
mishes (21st)  near  Hamilton  .and  (23d)  .at  Goose  Creek. 
27-29, 1865. — Scout  from  Winchester  to  Woodstock,  V.n. 

29, 1865. — Scout  from  Stephenson's  Depot,  Va.,  to  Smitlifield,  W.  Va. 
30, 1865.— Affair  near  Patterson's  Creek,  W.  Va. 
Apr.  6, 1865.— Affair  near  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 

11-12, 1865.— Scout  from  Winchester  to  Timber  Ridge,  W.  Va. 
21, 1865.— Surrender  of  majority  of  Mosby's  conunand. 
23, 1865.— Transfer  of  headquarters  of  Mi<ldlo  Military  Division  from  Win- 
chester, Va.,  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Winlield  S.  Hancock,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Middle  Military 
Division,  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  and  the  Middle  Dejtart- 
ment,  including  operations  February  27,  1865-AuguBt  6, 1866. 

No.  2.— Col.  John  L.  Thompson,  First  New  Hampshire  Cavalry,  of  operations  March 
3-8. 


524  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVni. 

No.  3. — Lieut.  John  M.  Webb,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  March  14. 
No.  4. — Maj.  David  T.  Bunker,  Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  of  operations  March  16. 
No.  5. — Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Mead,  Eighth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  oper.ations  March 

16-17. 
No.   6. — Maj.  Charles  C.  Brown,  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations 

March  17-19. 
No.  7. — C.apt.  Henry  P.  Underhill,  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  20. 
No.   8. — Capt.  William  H.  Oliver,  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  March 

20-21. 
No.   9. — Col.  Marcus  A.  Reno,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  ojterations  March 

20-25. 
No.  10. — Maj.  William  Russell,  jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Armj',  of  oper- 
ations March  27-29. 
No.  11. — Capt.  Henry  C.  Iiiwood,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  29. 
No.  12. — Brig.  Gen.  Saranel  S.  Carroll,  U   S.  Army,  commanding    Second    Infantry 

Division,  Department  of  West  Virginia,  of  opcr.ations  March  30. 
No.  13. — Lieut.  Stephen  11.  Dr.nper,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations 

April  11-12. 
No.  14. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  March  .5-7. 

]S'0.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancoch,  U.  H.  Army,  commanding  the 
Middle  Military  Divisioti,  the  Department  of  Went  Virginia,  arid  the 
Middle  Department,  including  operations  February  27,  ISOo-Aunust 
6,  1866. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kami.,  February  18,  1867. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  J).  C.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  lionor  lierewith  to  inclose  a  brief  report  of  the 
military  operations  in  the  Middle  Military  ]3ivision,  the  Department  of 
West  "Virginia,  and  in  the  Middle  Military  Department,  while  com- 
manded by  me  during  jtortions  of  the  years  18G5  and  186C. 

The  long  delay  in  transmitting  this  report  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  constant  pressure  of  public  business,  which  has  prevented  me 
from  preparing  it  sooner. 

I  request  that  it  may  be  placed  on  file  with  my  former  reports  of 
military  operations  now  in  your  ofHce,  so  that  in  this  respect  the  rec-' 
ords  of  the  various  commands  which  1  have  held  may  be  complete. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  February  IS,  1867. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of' 
the  operations  m  the  Middle  Military  Division,  the   Department  of 
West  Virginia,  and  the  Middle  Military  Department  during  the  years 
1865  and  186G:  fe         J- 

On  the  2Gth  day  of  February,  1865  (being  then  engaged  in  organiz- 
ing the  First  Veteran  Army  Corps,  at  Washington,  D.  C),  I  received 


Chap.  LVIII.]         OPEKATIONS  IN  THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY.  525 

an  order  to  proceed  without,  delay  to  Winchester,  Va.,  and  lo  aissuine 
command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  and  the  Middle  Mili- 
tary Division,  temporarily  (relieving-  Major-Gonenil  Siieridaii),  under 
the  assignment  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  left  Washing- 
ton the  same  day,  and  arrived  at  Winchester  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  I  relieved  Major-General  Sheridan,  wlio  moved 
out  that  morning  with  the  cavalry  forces  under  his  command  toward 
Staunton,  Va. 

The  Middle  Military  Division  then  embraced  the  Army  of  the  Shenan- 
doah ;  the  Department  of  Washington,  Major-General  Augur  command- 
ing; the  Department  of  Maryland  [Middle  Department]  commanded 
byMa.j.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace ;  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  Major- 
General  Ctidwalader  commanding;  and  the  Department  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, of  which  last  Major-General  Sheridan  had  exercised  the  command 
after  the  capture  of  Major-General  Crook. 

Mji  headquarters  were  established  at  Winchester,  as  the  point  where 
I  could  most  readily  and  promptly  obtain  information  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy;  but  Winchester  being  without  the  limits  of  West 
Virginia,  I  decided  to  remove  the  headquarters  of  that  department  to 
Cumberland,  Md.,  and  in  view  of  such  change  sought  and  obtained 
the  permission  of  the  War  Department  to  assign  Brig.  Gen.  S.  S.  Car- 
roll, U.  S.  Volunteers,  on  his  supposed  rank  of  brevet  major  general, 
to  the  command  thereof;  but  was  notified  a  few  days  afterward  that 
General  Carroll  Lad  not  received  the  brevet  of  majf)r-general,  and  with 
great  regret  I  was  obliged  to  relieve  this  gallant  officer. 

Major-General  Emory  was  then  directed  by  me  to  assume  command 
of  thatdepartment,  with  his  headquarters  at  Cumberland,  Md.  General 
Carroll  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  district  extending  from 
Sleepy  Creek  to  Clarksburg,  on  the  IJaltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  Briga- 
dier-General Lightburn,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanded  the  First  Sepa- 
rate Brigade,  stationed  along  the  railroad  from Clarksbuig  to  i'arkers- 
burg;  the  post  of  Wheeling  was  also  under  his  command.  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  D.  Stevenson  commanded  a  district  extending  from  the  Monoi;a.cy 
to  Sleepy  Creek,  including  Harper's  Ferry;  Brigadi(^r  Genera]  Seward 
commanding  the  post  at  Martinsburg,  Va.,  Brigadier-Gen eraLs  Hayes 
and  Duval  commanding  proyisional  brigades,  west  of  Cumberland, 
stationed  along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  and  the 
Parkersburg  branch  of  that  line. 

Two  regiments  of  troops,  the  men  principally  mounted,  were  stationed 
in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Oley.  Brevet 
Major-General  Torbert,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  commanded  the  cavalry  in 
the  Valley  which  had  been  left  there  by  (General  Sheridan  when  I 
succeeded  him  in  the  command.  Brigadier-Generals  Sullivan  and 
Max  Weber  were  under  my  command  at  Frederick  City.    They  were 

unassigned.  ,.  .  ,    ,  ^-       4. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Winchester  I  immediately  began  preparations  to 
concentrate  as  large  a  force  as  possible  at  that  point,  and  collecting 
supplies  and  transportation,  preparatory  to  a  mo%ement  against  the 
enemy  down  the  Valley. 

I  found  that  by  the  reports  there  were  about  ()0,0()0  men  for  duty  m 
the  division,  including  twelve  new  regiments  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me.  A 
camp  of  organization  was  established  at  Halltown,  abont  four  nnles 
froni  Harper's  Ferry,  composed  of  two  divisions  of  infantry,  one  of 
which  was  commanded  byBvt.  INIaj.  Gen.  John  U.  Brooke  U  S.  Volun- 
teers, the  other  by  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  W.  Lgan,  U.  b.  Volunteers. 


526  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.LVIIL 

One  brigade  of  the  First  Army  Corps  was  ordered  from  Camp  Stone- 
man,  near  Washington,  to  Winchester,  and  another  brigade  of  infantry 
from  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  under  Brigadier-General  Duval, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  the  two  forming  a  division,  which  I  placed  under  the 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  S.  Carroll,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  A  division  of 
the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Dwight, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  in  position  in  front  of  Winchester,  covering  the 
roads  leading  down  the  Valley.  Brig.  Gen.  James  I).  Fessenden,  who 
had  a  brigade  of  that  division,  was  in  command  also  of  the  town  of 

In  Pleasant  Valley,  near  Harper's  Ferry,  there  was  a  "  dismounted 
camp"  of  about  6,000  cavalry,  who,  at  that  time,  could  not  be  mounted 
and  brought  into  the  field  on  account  of  tlie  great  scarcity  of  horses, 
and  the  demand  for  them  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I  made  use  of 
a  portion  of  these  dismounted  men,  however,  to  guard  the  line  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad. 

Not  to  go  further  into  details.  I  found  that  in  case  a  movement  was 
ordered  I  could  march  with  about  25,000  infantry,  about  3,000  cavalry, 
and  a  proper  i)ro))ortioii  of  artillery. 

While  engaged  in  e<iuipping  and  disciplining  this  force  for  active 
movements,  either  up  the  Valley,  or  wherever  it  might  be  ordered,  I 
had  detachments  of  cavalry  out  daily,  scouting  the  roads  south  from 
Winchester;  and,  with  the  intention  of  destroying  supplies,  said  to  be 
collected  at  Upperville,  I  directed  an  expedition  to  that  point,  under 
Col.  M.  A.  Reno,  of  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  composed  of 
his  own  regiment,  and  the  First  Eegiment,  First  Corps,  under  Col- 
onel Bird.  Colonel  lleno  crossed  the  Shenandoah  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  encountered  the  enemy,  about  300  strong,  under  Mosby,  at  Hills- 
borough. According  to  the  reports  received  by  me  Mosby  drove  the 
cavalry  back  in  disorder,  but  hastily  retired  when  he  met  the  infantry 
skirmishers.  The  expedition  returned  having  accomplished  much  less 
than  I  had  expected  it  to  do. 

March  30, 18C5,  a  band  of  guerrillas  attacked  and  captured  a  i)as- 
seuger  train,  about  ten  miles  east  of  Cumberland,  robbing  the  ])a8sen- 
gers  and  plundering  the  mails.  I  proposed  to  supply  a  guard  for  each 
passenger  train  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  which  would  have 
ettectually  prevented  depredations  of  this  nature,  but  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Eailroad  Company  declined  to  carry  guards  for  their  own 
]irotection,  without  compensation  from  the  Government,  and  therefore 
1  did  not  furnish  them. 

On  the  6th  of  April  a  body  of  Mosby's  guerrillas  surprised  the 
camp  of  the  Loudoun  County  Eangers  near  Charlestowu,  capturing  a 
number  of  men  and  nearly  all  of  their  horses. 

The  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army  to  General  Grant  April  9, 
1865,  rendered  further  preparations  for  moving  unnecessary.  A  force 
was  sent  up  the  Valley  to  parole  such  detachments  of  the  enemy  as 
might  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  terms  proposed.  Mosby,  the 
guerrilla  chief,  Avas  at  first  excei)ted  from  the  offer  of  the  parole,  by 
instructions  from  the  War  Department,  but  afterward,  by  direction  of 
(ieneral  Grant,  he  was  tendered  the  parole  by  a  staff  officer,  whom  I 
sent  to  meet  him  at  Millwood  for  that  purpose,  but.  not  receiving  a 
favorable  reply  from  him,  I  arranged  to  move  a  large  force  of  infantry 
and  cavah-y  into  Loudoun  County,  which,  cooperating  with  a  force 
which  was  to  march  froni  Washington  City,  would,  I  had  every  reason 
to  expect,  break  ujt  Mosby's  command  entirely,  as  I  had  accurate 
information  as  to  their  haunts,  habits,  places  of  concealment,  &c.    It 
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was  my  intention  also,  at  the  same  time,  to  have  punished  severely 
those  of  the  inhabitants  who  harbored  or  assisted  him,  but  the  assassi- 
nation of  President  Lincoln,  occurring  on  the  night  the  force  from 
Washington  was  to  have  marched  (14th  of  April,  1865),  the  movement 
was  temporarily  postponed,  and  before  preparations  to  put  it  into 
operation  had  again  been  completed,  the  majority  of  Mosby's  force, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chapman,  came  into  Winchester 
and  were  paroled  (April  21, 1SG5).  Mosby  and  a  few  of  his  followers 
refused  to  surrender,  and  moved  ofl',  I  was  informed,  in  the  direction  of 
Lynchburg. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  by  direction  of  General  Grant,  I  directed 
Dwight's  division  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
iiigtou,  via  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  the  same  day  ordered 
Jirigadier-General  Chapman's  brigade  of  cavalry  to  march  to  that 
city. 

April  22, 1865, 1  received  instructions  from  the  War  Department  to 
remove  the  headquarters  of  the  Middle  Military  Division  fiom  Win- 
chester, Va.,  to  Washington  City,  and,  in  accordance  therewith,  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington  on  the  23d  of  April,  and  established  my  head- 
(luarters  there,  where  they  remained  until  July  10, 1865,  when,  the  Mid- 
dle Military  Division  having  been  discontinued,  1  was  assigned  by  the 
President  to  the  command  of  the  Middle  Military  Department,  reliev- 
ing Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  That  department 
embraced  the  States  of  West  Virginia,  Maryland  (except  the  counties 
of  Montgomery,  that  part  of  Anne  Arundel  lying  south  of  the  Annapo- 
lis and  Elk  Kidge  Eailroad,  and  excluding  the  city  of  Annapolis,  Prince 
George's,  Calvert,  Charles,  and  Saint  Mary's),  the  county  of  Loudoun, 
and  the  Slienandoah  Valley  as  far  south  as  and  including  Rockingham 
County,  in  Virginia,  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  head- 
quarters at  Baltimore,  Md. 

While  I  held  command  of  that  department  all  of  the  one-year  troops 
of  the  First  "Veteran  Army  Corps  (which  had  been  organized  by  me, 
under  instructions  from  the  W^ar  Department)  were  mustered  out  of 
service,  on  account  of  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  enlistment,  and 
tliat  coijis  as  an  organization  was  discontinued.  A  large  number  of 
other  volunteer  troops  were  mustered  out  within  the  limits  of  the  Mid- 
dle Department  during  the  time  it  was  commanded  by  me. 

In  August,  1865,  the  Second  Regiment  U.  S.  Artillery,  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Col.  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  11.  French,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
embarked  at  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  for  California. 

October  13,  1865,  the  Second  and  Sixth  Regiments  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
then  stationed  in  Maryland,  were  ordered  away  from  my  command — 
the  Second  Cavalry  to  the  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Sixth  Cav- 
alry to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

1  retained  command  of  the  Middle  Military  Department  until  a  new 
arrangement  of  departments  was  made  by  General  Orders,  No.  59, 
Adjutant-General's  Ofldce,  Wasliington,  August  6,  1866,  when  I  was 
assigned  in  said  order  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Gomdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Adjutant-Genekal  U.  S.  Aumy, 

Washinyton,  I).  C. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  John.  L.  Thompson,  First  New  Hatnpxhire  Cavalry,  of 
operationfi  March  3-S. 

Headquakteus  Detachment  of  Gavaliiy, 

Winchester,  March  !),  1865. 

SiE:  I  liiive  tin;  houor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct- 
ing a  convoy  of  prisoners  from  Waynesborough  to  our  lines  at  this 
place: 

Some  1,300  prisoners,  inchiding  5(i  officers,  were  turned  over  to  me  at 
Waynesborough  on  the  3d  instant,  with  instructions  to  conduct  them  to 
Winchester.  I  was  furnished  witli  an  escort,  consisting  of  the  dis- 
mounted men  and  those  with  poor  horst^s,  from  all  the  cavalry,  about 
600  men,  together  with  seven  small  organizations,  numbering  about 
600  men  in  the  ranks. 

I  destroyed  at  Waynesborough  4  guns  and  caissons  anc^6  ambulances, 
leaving  the  sick  and  wimnded  in  tlie  houses,  the  liorses  and  mules 
being  too  weak  to  draw  tlmm.  1  took  1  gun,  with  a  train  of  14  horses 
and  2  mules.  I  was  provided  Avith  no  forage  for  the  horses  nor  rations 
for  the  escort  or  prisoners,  except  three  days'  rations  of  coffee,  sugar, 
and  salt. 

I  encamped  at  Fishersville  on  the  night  of  the  3d,  and  before  daylight 
sent  the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  Major  Schwartz  commanding,  to 
secure  the  two  bridges  between  Staunton  and  Harrisonburg,  as  the 
streams  were  so  swollen  that  it  was  impossible  to  ford  them.  They 
arrived  only  in  time  to  save  them  from  burning. 

Major  Schwartz  was  directed  to  inform  the  citizens  of  Staunton  that 
a  large  number  of  prisoners  would  pass  through  the  town,  and  that 
they  must  supi»ly  them  with  food.  On  reaching  Staunton  I  found  a 
few  females  bringing  out  a  poor  pittance  in  small  baskets.  I  refused 
to  allow  them  to  approach  the  prisoners,  and  told  the  citizens  that  they 
could  have  a  half  hour  to  provide  food  or  I  should  take  it  from  the 
insane  asylum.  They  brought  none,  and  I  took  Hour  and  bacon  from 
the  asylum,  upon  which  the  prisoners  subsisted  until  they  arrived  at 
Winchester.  I  learned  at  Staunton  that  General  Ilosser  was  collecting 
his  command,  which  hatl  all  been  furloughed,  for  the  purpose  of  releas- 
ing the  prisoners.  He  had  then  only  fifty  men,  with  whom  he  skir- 
mished with  the  rear  guard  and  prevented  foraging  except  with  large 
parties. 

At  Harrisonburg  McNeill's  company  joined  him,  together  with  about 
100  more  of  his  regular  troops.  He  had  sent  dispatches  in  front  of  us 
to  all  parts  of  the  country,  directing  the  citizens  and  soldiers  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Mount  Jackson  to  prevent  our  crossing  the  North  Pork  of 
tlie  Shenandoah,  stating  that  he  would  follow  with  his  forces,  and  cer- 
tainly capture  us.  I  arrived  at  Mount  Jackson  at  noon  on  the  6th,  and 
found  the  river  imi)assable,  even  for  horsemen,  except  at  the  ford 
near  the  ])ike.  A  force  of  200  men  had  collected,  and  held  all  the  fords. 
I  spent  the  afternoon  in  trying  to  build  a  bridge  by  felling  trees,  but 
was  unsuccessful.  The  river  was  falling  rapidly,  however,  and  would 
be  fordable  the  next  morning.  At  daylight  I  directed  Major  Brown, 
commanding  Twenty-second  New  York,  with  his  own  regiment  and  the 
First  Ehode  Island,  to  force  the  ford  above  the  pike,  and  drive  the 
enemy  from  the  main  ford.  This  was  executed  very  handsomely ;  in 
ten  minutes  the  enemy  was  scattered  in  the  mountains,  and  we  had 
taken  several  prisoners.    At  this  time  the  eueuiy  attacked  our  rear, 
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wbich  had  taken  aposition  on  Rude's  Hill,  but  was  lepnlsed.  Tlio  dis- 
mounted men  and  prisoners  forded  the  stream  in  groups  of  liffcy  or 
sixty,  holding  each  other  by  the  arm.  It  was  impossible  for  a  single 
footman  to  ford,  the  water  being  breast  high,  with  a  rapid  current. 
When  the  fording  Avas  nearly  completed  General  Eosser,  with  about 
300  men,  made  a  vigorous  assault  upon  the  trooi)s  guarding  our  rear, 
and  was  again  repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  him  of  10  killed,  several  wounded, 
and  25  prisoners.  The  enemy  made  no  other  attack,  though  1  was 
informed  by  the  citizens  that  Mosby's  men  were  to  join  General  Rosser, 
and  they  would  attack  us  in  our  camj)  that  night.  We  marched,  how- 
ever, across  Cedar  Creek,  and  encamped  in  the  earth-works  at  that 
place,  reaching  our  lines  at  Winchester  at  noon  on  the  8th.  1  think 
General  Rosser  gave  up  the  ])ursuit  at  Woodstock.  During  the  night 
at  Mount  Jackson  the  gun  Ave  had  brouglit  was  sjjiked  and  the  car- 
riage destroyed,  as  I  was  fearful  that  it  could  not  be  drawn  over  the 
ford,  and  it  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  had  no  ammu- 
nition for  it,  the  cartridges  having  been  taken,  by  order  of  General 
Mcrritt,  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  Waynesborough. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Nichols,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  who  was 
detailed  by  General  Sheridan  to  take  command  of  the  troops  belonging 
to  the  First  Division,  rendered  very  efficient  services.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Boice,  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry,  whom  I  put  in  charge  of  those 
from  the  Third  Division,  deserves  high  commendation.  He  covered 
tlic  rear  during  the  entire  march.  His  repulse  of  the  enemy  in  the  two 
assaults  at  Rude's  Hill  was  brilliant.  The  prisoners  could  not  withhold 
their  commendation,  but  shouted  with  our  own  men. 

Major  Brown,  Twenty-second  New  York,  also  merits  praise  for  the 
inanner  in  which  he  forced  the  ford,  and  cleared  the  enemy  from  our 
front. 

The  troops  were  all  severely  tried  with  labor  and  hunger,  and 
behaved  perfectly. 

Our  loss  was  1  officer  (Captain  Wyatt,  First  New  Hampshire)  and  5 
men  wounded,  and  2  captured.  The  number  of  prisoners  was  increased 
by  4  officers  and  30  men. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel  First  Neio  Hampshire  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Detachment. 

Maj.  WiLLiAJi  Russell,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Corps,  Middle  Military  Division. 

[Iiulorsenicnt.] 

Headoitartees  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Mareh  10,  1805. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  is  particularly 
invited  to  this  report.  The  harassing  difficulties  overcome,  and  the 
skill,  genius,  and  judgment  displayed  by  Colonel  Thompson  in  bringing 
safely  to  Winchester  more  prisoners  than  he  started  with,  is  deserving 
of  tlie  highest  commendation  and  worthy  of  more  than  an  ordinary 

notice. 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 
Brevet  Major -General,  &c, 

34  B   R— VOL   XL VI,  PT   I 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  M.  Wehh,  Ninth  Kcio  York   Cavalry,  of  oper- 
ations March  14. 

Camp  of  Detachment  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry, 

March  16, 1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  after  making 
a  reconnaissance  to  Woodstock: 

1  left  camp  at  G  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant;  arrived 
at  Fisher's  Hill  at  12  m.,  where  I  discovered  a  small  party  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  number,  filing  from  the  top  of  Eound 
Top  Mountain  to  the  right.  I  halted  the  column  a  short  time,  when  I 
pushed  forward,  arrived  at  Woodstock  at  4  p.  m.,  where  I  found  about 
fifteen  of  tl  e  enemy,  but  they  made  well  their  escape  as  we  entered  the 
town.  I  stopped  the  column  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  forming  a 
picket-line  around  the  city,  and  went  into  camp.  At  8  o'clock  in  the 
eA'Cning  my  line  was  attacked  in  tinee  separate  places;  the  enemy 
charged  the  post  on  the  pike  leading  to  Edenburg,  capturing  one  man 
and  wounding  the  second.  1  then  established  the  line  again,  but  the 
enemy  were  continually  harassing  the  line,  and  about  11  p.  m.  I 
withdrew  the  line  to  the  north  side  of  the  town,  also  moving  the  reser\e 
back  about  100  rods,  where  I  was  troubled  only  by  an  occasional  shot. 
At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  returned  to  camp,  finding 
uotiiing  to  impede  the  inarch,  arriving  at  camj)  at  1  p.  m. 
Very  respectfuHv, 

JNO.  M.  WEBB, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  ISeout. 

Miij.  William  Kussell,  Jr., 

Aut.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Corpx,  Middle  Military  Division. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Maj.  Darid  T.  Jivnlrr,  Third  Massaclmseltn  Cavalry,  of  oper- 
ations March  16. 

Headquarters  Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 

March  16,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  commanding  officer  of  a 
scouting  ])arty  ordc\ed  iiom  this  regiment  today  for  Front  Royal. 

I  communicated  with  the  infantry  regiment  about  six  miles  from 
Winchester,  on  their  return  from  White  I'ost.  I  then  proceeded  by  the 
Front  Eoyal  pike  to  the  Shenandoah  River  and  crossed  a  part  of  my 
force  through  the  North  Fork,  but  found  the  South  Fork  too  full  to 
cross  with  safety.  Rumors  froTn  General  Sheridan  last  Sunday  were 
that  his  troops,  or  a  part,  were  between  Little  Washington  and  Flint 
Hill.  Rumors  arc  afloat  in  Front  Royal  that  the  "  Yankee  cavalry  are 
coming  through  Chester  Gap "  soon.  There  are  " many  rebel  troops" 
in  Front  Royal  and  across  the  Ridge.  Five  rebels— Meade,  Horton, 
Eddy,  and  two  brothers  Hughes,  five  in  all— are  at  White  Post  to-night. 
They  left  town  when  the  infantry  arrived  yesterday,  but  returned  so 
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soon  as  they  left.  I  am  not  faniiliar  with  the  country  about  White 
Post,  and  liaviug  no  guide,  he  having  failed  to  report,  I  did  not  attempt 
their  capture. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  T.  BUNKEE, 
Major  Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 
Maj.  Will  Etjmsey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  5. 


Report   of  Licvt.   Col.  John   B.  Mead,  Eighth    Vermont  Infantry,  of 
operations  March  10-17. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Yekmont  Veteuan  Volunteers, 

Summit  Point,  Ya.,  March  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  upon  an  expedi- 
tion from  which  I  have  just  returned,  made  pursuant  to  orders  received 
on  the  morning  of  the  loth  instant,  that  I  should,  with  my  command, 
"take  a  tour  through  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Kabletown,  Myers- 
town,  aiid  Shenandoah  Ferry,  to  obtain  all  possible  information  as  to 
the  movements  of  guerrillas,  and  arrest  all  citizens  found  in  any  way 
concerting  with  the  enemy": 

In  obedience  to  such  orders,  I  started  at  7  o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of 
the  IGth  instant,  taking  direction  across  the  country,  striking  the 
Charlestown  and  Berryville  pike  at  Eippou.  Here  I  found  several 
citizens  upon  horseback,  and  upon  learning  from  thoni  that  they  were 
going  to  an  auction  sale  about  one  mile  to  the  left  of  Kabletown,  I 
retained  and  required  them  to  pilot  me  direct  to  tlic  place,  thinking 
to  find  some  of  the  enemy  thereabouts.  But,  upon  airiviiig  at  the  place 
of  sale,  found  nothing  but  apparently  a  few  quiet  citizens,  who,  upon 
examination,  claimed  to  know  nothing  of  any  movements  of  the  enemy, 
or  to  have  been  in  any  way  concerned  therein.  I  should  liave  said 
that,  previous  to  this,  I  fell  in  with  three  scouts  belonging  to  (Colonel 
Eeno,  at  Charlestown,  who  informed  nui  that  a  company  of  caviilry  had 
that  moraing  passed  on  the  pike  toward  Berryville,  on  their  way 
to  the  ferry  at  Snicker's  Gap.  I  then  passed  through  Kabletown  and 
Myerstown,  to  a  point  near  the  Shenandoah  Eiver ;  fouud  that  the  force 
that  crossed  the  river  last  Monday  was  variously  estimated  from  100 
to  200,  and  that  nothing  had  been  seen  of  them  since;  that  small 
parties  of  from  six  to  fifteen  or  twenty  men  were  occasionally  seen,  and 
that  they  were  not  to  be  seen  when  any  sufficient  force  was  likely  to 
encounter  them,  which  I  found  to  be  true,  as  1  saw  notliing  of  any 
armed  force  whatever.  I  encamped  for  tlie  night  near  Berryville;  was 
fortunate  to  find  slielter  for  the  men,  as  the  change  in  the  weather  was 
very  sudden  and  the  rain  and  hail  came  in  torrents  in  the  niglit. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  started,  taking  the  pike  to  Berryville, 
passing  through  the  old  campground  at  that  place.  Here  I  learned  of 
another  small  party  of  guerrillas  being  seen  on  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
but  could  not  learn  whicli  way  they  had  gone.  Feeling  satisfied  that  I 
had  obtained  all  the  information  I  could  from  the  citizens,  and  that  I 
should  not  have  the  pleasure  of  encountering  or  capturing  any  of  the 
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enemy,  I  took  up  march  for  camp,  arriving  at  about  noon  to-day.  Dis- 
tance traveled  yesterday,  as  estimated  by  the  citizens,  seventeen 
miles,  and  about  eight  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  MEAD, 
LieHtenant- Colonel,  Commandiiui. 

Capt.   1<\   W.    NOBLETT, 

Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Second  Briy.,  First  JMv.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Maj.  Charles  C.  Brown,  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry,  of 
operations  March  17-19. 

Headquakters  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry, 

March  Jf),  18(15. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  Brevet  Major-General  Torbert,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Middle 
Military  Division,  I  left  Winchester  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  at  1.30 
o'clock,  and  moved  up  the  Back  road  to  Cedar  Creek,  with  the  intention 
of  crossing  at  either  Fawcett's  or  Mount  Hope  Gap.  On  arriving  at 
Cedar  Creek  I  found  the  water  so  high  that  it  was  impossible  to  cross. 
I  then  moved  by  a  mountain  road  and  struck  the  Moorefleld  pike,  mov- 
ing up  Cedar  Valley,  crossing  Cedar  Creek  at  the  entrance  of  Rudolph's 
Pass,  crossed  the  mountain  by  that  pass,  and  struck  on  the  Back  road, 
moving  up  on  that  road  as  far  as  the  cross-road  leading  to  Woodstock, 
where  I  encamped  for  the  night.  The  guide  (Sailor)  judging  from 
Cedar  Creek  and  all  tbe  runs  that  Ave  passed  that  it  would  be 
dangerous,  if  not  impossible,  to  cross  Stony  Creek,  and  also  the  fact 
that  it  wouldbe  impossible  for  me  to  reach  Columbia  Furnace  without  the 
enemy  being  notified  of  my  approach,  1  decided  to  move  directly  to 
Woodstock,  and  then  to  Edenburg,  if  I  found  it  necessary.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Woodstock  tbe  scouts  dashed  through  the  town,  followed  by  the 
advance  guard,  capturing  two  rebel  cavalrymen,  dismounted,  belong- 
ing to  Gilmor's  battalion;  one  or  two  others  managed  to  get  away. 
From  information  gained  from  Union  families  along  the  route  and  at 
Woodstock,  I  found  that  there  was  no  force  at  all  this  side  of  New  Mar- 
ket, and  doubtful  if  any  this  side  of  Staunton.  From  the  time  we  left 
Winchester  till  we  reached  Woodstock  but  two  rebel  soldiers  were 
seen;  all  that  I  conversed  with  gave  the  same  information,  that  all  the 
soldiers  were  moving  up  the  Valley.  By  one  Union  family  in  Wood- 
stock I  was  told  that  there  was  an  order  for  all  of  Rosser's  command 
to  meet  at  or  near  Staunton,  and  that  small  parties  of  six  or  eight  Avere 
passing  about  every  day  through  Woodstock  and  on  the  Back  road  up 
the  Valley,  and  none  moving  down.  The  scout  Stearns,  who  had  been 
lying  at  or  near  Woodstock  for  a  week,  confirmed  this  information  from 
his  own  knowledge.  His  impression  was,  he  told  me,  that  Itosser  had 
gathered  about  800  men  between  New  Market  and  Staunton,  and  that 
his  intention  was  to  make  a  raid  in  some  direction  down  one  of  the  val- 
leys. Among  the  Union  families  in  Woodstock  the  impression  prevailed 
that  Eosser  was  gatheringin  hiscavalry  with  the  purposeof  withdrawing 
toward  Richmond,  instead  of  a  raid  down  the  Valley.  Having  been  frus- 
trated by  the  high  water  in  my  intention  of  passing  to  the  rear  of 
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Edenburg  unlieralded,  and  being  certain  from  all  the  information  gained 
that  there  was  no  force  at  all  this  side  of  New  Market,  and  also  from  the 
fact  that  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  had  joined 
me  M'ithout  a  pound  of  forage  or  rations,  I  decided  to  return  to  Win- 
chester without  proceeding  farther. 

In  explanation  of  my  not  moving  at  0  p.  m.  of  the  16th  as  ordered,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  when  I  reported  to  General  Torbert  at  5 
o'clock  of  that  evening  the  eighty  men  that  I  reported  to  him  as  all  the 
men  that  1  could  move  with,  from  this  regiment,  were  saddled,  bridled, 
forage  packed  on  the  horses,  and  men  ready  to  move  oft",  as  soon  as  I 
returned;  that  on  my  return  to  the  regiment  I  found  that  Colonel 
Ives,  commanding  this  detachment  of  cavalry,  had  made  a  detail  from 
this  regiment  for  thirty  mounted  men  for  picket  duty.  Thirty  of  the 
eighty  men  ready  to  move  with  nie  had  gone  on  picket  at  Kernstown. 
Colonel  Ives  requested  that  I  would  replace  these  men  by  others,  and 
it  occasioned  a  delay  in  my  moving  of  two  hours  in  getting  those  men 
back  again.  I  had  ordered  Captain  Johnson,  of  the  Eighteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  on  his  reporting  to  me  to  move  out  on  the  pike  to  the 
pickets  at  Mill  Creek,  and  to  notify  me  of  his  arrival.  Not  hearing  from 
him  within  an  hour  after  I  was  ready  to  move,  I  sent  an  orderly  to  try 
and  find  the  command.  He  found  them  at  Kernstown.  Captain  John- 
son was  not  to  be  found;  had  not  been  seen  within  an  hour  and  a  half. 
Lieutenant  McKay,  the  next  in  command,  reported  to  me.  It  was  then 
raining  in  torrents,  and  it  was  too  dark  to  move  with  safety  to  man  or 
beast.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  McKay  to  shelter  his  men  in  the  house 
and  out  houses  of  Mr.  Prichard,  near  the  pike. 

At  1.30  the  next  morning,  the  moon  being  up  and  it  having  ceased 
raining,  I  moved.  Lieutenant  McKay  reports  to  mc  that  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  left  their  camp,  under  command 
of  a  man  named  Johnson  and  one  otiicer,  Lieutenant  McKay;  that 
Johnson  was  si  sergeant  in  some  other  regiment,  was  mustered  out  to 
receive  promotion  in  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  as  captain, 
and  has  never  been  mustered  in  as  captain;  that  he  was,  or  appeared 
to  be,  under  the  influence  of  liquor;  that  he  laid  down  under  a  tree 
while  the  command  was  waiting  at  Kernstown  and  could  not  be  found, 
and  was  not  seen  again;  that  while  Lieutenant  McKay  was  absent 
from  his  command  at  Kernstown,  reporting  to  me,  quite  a  number  of 
the  men  left  the  command  and  went  back  to  Winchester,  leaving  only 
seventy-five  men  and  one  commissioned  officer,  Tlie  two  prisoners  we 
captured  I  sent  you  by  Captain  Cadwell,  the  next  in  command. 

In  my  decision  as  to  the  direction,  after  finding  it  impossible  to  cross 
at  Mount  Hope  Ford,  I  was  governed  mainly,  of  course,  by  the  judgment 
of  the  scout  Sailor,  keeping  in  view  the  end  to  be  obtained.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  of  him  but  praise  for  his  general  conduct,  forethought, 
and  intelligence.  I  also  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  should  have 
reported  promptly  in  person  last  evening  and  with  written  report,  but 
for  a  violent  attack  of  bilious  colic,  which  made  it  impossible  tor  me  to 
move  farther  than  the  camp.  I  am  still  suft'ering  severely  from  its 
eflects. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  BROWN, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Asswta7it  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Henry  P.  Underhill,  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New 
York  Infantry,  of  operations  March  20. 

Hdqrs.  IGOth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

Camp  Babcoek,  Va.,  March  20, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  left 
camp  with  the  One  hnndred  and  sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers  at  6.30 
o'clock  this  a.  m.,  and  proceeding?  down  the  Berryvilie  and  Smitlifleld 
pike  about  two  miles,  took  the  Itippon  cross-road,  and  marched  through 
Kippon  to  Myerstown.  There  I  ordered  the  right  wins,  under  Oapt.  J. 
B.  Burmd,  to  take  the  road,  which  I  was  told  led  straight  to  the  river, 
and,  after  reaching  the  river,  to  wait  till  the  left  wing  should  join  him. 
I  then  took  the  left  wing  and  marched  to  Kabletown,  and  then  turning 
to  the  right,  by  a  farm  road,  proceeded  to  the  river,  strikiug  it  near 
Myers'  Ford.  I  there  found  the  right  wing,  their  route,  instead  of  lead- 
ing straight  to  the  river,  bending  obliquely  to  the  left,  and  striking  the 
river  opposite  Kabletown  at  Myers'  Ford.  With  the  entire  regiment  I 
then  followed  the  bank  of  the  river  up  to  Long  Marshy  Bun,  passing 
Eocky  and  Backhouse  Fords.  After  crossing  Long  Marshy  Kun,  turn- 
ing to  the  right,  I  struck  over  tlie  country,  by  cross-roads,  crossing 
the  Berryvilie  and  Charlestown  pike,  and  reached  the  Berryvilie  and 
Smithfield  pike  some  three  miles  from  camp.  I  reached  Ciimp  at  (».30 
p.  m.,  having  been  gone  just  twelve  hours,  making  between  twenty-ftve 
and  thirty  miles.  The  river  was  too  deep  to  be  forded  at  auy  of  the 
crossings.  It  must  fall  two  feet  before  cavalry  can  cross  .at  Backhouse 
Ford,  and  five  feet  before  it  can  be  crossed  at  Eocky  or  Myers'  Fords. 
The  river  is  now  falling  very  rapidly.  I  saw  no  parties  of  mounted 
men,  and  only  now  and  then  solitary  horsemen.  I  heard  of  but  one 
party  of  the  enemy,  estimated  at  six  or  seven  strong,  which  was  said 
to  have  had  a  skirmish  last  Monday  with  a  party  of  our  men,  and  when 
seen  on  that  day  were  going  off  rapidly,  having  one  prisoner.  .  Another 
party  was  seen  to-day  by  several  persons  living  between  the  Berryvilie 
and  Charlestown  and  Berryvilie  and  Smithfield  pikes,  and  was  esti- 
mated at  fifteen  or  twenty  strong.  I  could  not  learn  whether  the  latter 
party  belonged  to  the  Union  or  rebel  army,  I  think,  however,  it  was 
a  party  of  our  scouts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  r,  UNDBEIIILL, 
Captain,  Commanding  160th  New  York  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  F.  W.  NoBLETT, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Capt.  William  H.  Oliver,  Fourth  Neic  Yorl:  Carnhy,  of  oper- 
ations March  20-21. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Eegiment  New  York  Cavalry, 

March  22,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  scout  upon  which 
I  was  ordered  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant: 

I  left  Winchester  at  7  a,  m.  on  tlie  morning  of  the  20th,  by  the  way 
of  the  Winchester  grade  road,  traveling  a  distance  of  twcuty-two  miles 
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aud  eiicaiiiping  at  4  p.  m.  at  Big  Paddy's  Gap,  iu  Cedar  Valley.  Started 
the  next  day  at  2  a.  m.  for  Woodstock,  at  wliicli  place  I  arrived  at  10 
o'clock.  I  immediately  pushed  on  for  Edenburg.  My  advance  guard 
charged  the  town,  capturing  a  captain  of  the  Twelfth  Virginia  Cavalry 
and  two  prisoners.  I  learned  at  this  point  from  a  Union  refugee  on 
his  way  from  Staunton  that  there  were  but  two  small  companies  of  rebel 
cavalry  stationed  at  New  Market,  numbering  sixty  men,  and  that  they 
were  picketing  Eude's  HiH  with  a  picket  of  one  non-commissioned  ofiB- 
cer  and  six  men.  I  also  learned  from  parties  whom  I  deemed  good 
authority  (Union  citizens  of  Woodstock)  that  General  Bosser's  head- 
quarters were  at  Staunton,  most  of  his  forces  having  gone  over  the 
ridge  south  of  Staunton  by  the  way  of  Buffalo  Gap.  I  also  captured, 
on  the  way  from  Winchester  to  Woodstock,  two  privates  of  Imboden's 
and  one  of  Kosser's  command. 

On  my  return  from  Edenburg  I  halted  at  Woodstock  for  an  nour  to 
feed  horses,  &e.  Started  from  there  at  1  o'clock,  and  when  near  Fisher's 
Hill  my  advance  encountered  a  force  of  rebel  c.ivalry,  who  fired  on 
them,  killing  the  lieutenant's  horse  in  command  of  the  atlvance  guard. 
I  estimate  that  their  force  did  not  consist  of  more  than  thirty  or  thirty- 
five  men. 

I  arrived  at  Winchester  at  10  p.  m.  without  suffering  any  loss,  either 
in  killed,  wounded,  or  missing.  Two  of  my  men  were  dismounted,  but 
I  succeeded,  however,  iu  remounting  them. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  II.  OLIVEK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Fourth  New  Yorlc  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Ives, 

Comily.  Detachments  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions, 

Cavalry  Corps,  Middle  Military  Division. 


Ko.  0. 


Report  of  Col.  Marcus  A.  Reno,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Caralrii,  <[f  oper- 
ations Mareh  20-25. 

Hdqks.  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Cavaley, 

Charlestown,  To.,  March  2!),  I860. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  iu  the 
Valley  of  Virginia,  iu  pursuance  to  instructions  from  Middle  Military 
Division  hcadciuarters,  dated  March  17, 1865: 

The  command— First  [U.  S.]  Veteran  [Volunteer  Infantry],  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Bird;  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Captain  McAllaster, 
and  Loudoun  County  liangers.  Captain  Grubb— left  the  bridge  at  Har- 
per's Perry  at  y.;>0  a.  m.  March  20,  and  that  night  encamped  at  Hills- 
borough, tiic  cavalry  moving  by  way  of  Lovettsville,  destroying  what 
forage  could  be  found  iu  the  possession  of  disloyal  persons.  21st, 
marched  to  Purcellville,  moving  the  cavalry  by  way  of  Leesburg,  Water- 
iord,  and  Wheatland,  with  the  same  instructions;  the  cavalry  reported 
to  u'.e  at  Purcellville,  and,  with  the  whole  command,  I  moved  to  Hamil- 
ton, near  which  point  I  attacked  Mosby's  command,  who  was  posted  on 
tiie  road  leading  to  Middleburg.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  throwing 
the  tjavalry  into  some  confusion,  but  they  were  easily  driven  away  by  a 
volley  from  the  infantry.    I  followed  them  as  far  and  as  fast  as  I  could 
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uutil  dark,  and  eucauiped  for  the  niglit  on  a  brancli  of  Goo.se  Creek. 
My  loss  was  9  killed  and  12  wounded;  the  enemy  lost  about  the  same, 
including  three  captains  killed,  and  four  commissioned  officers  wounded, 
and  six  prisoners.  I  did  not  succeed  in  bringing  him  to  close  quarters 
affain.  22d,  marched  to  Bloomfield,  via  Snickersville,  and  encamped, 
the  cavalry  destroying  v^hat  forage  could  be  found.  23d,  marched  from 
Eloomfield,  via  Upperville  and  Middleburg,  to  Goose  Creek,  sending 
the  cavalry  to  destroy  what  could  be  found. '  I  was  skirmishing  all  day 
with  the  enemy,  who,  by  this  time,  had  congregated  some  500  men.  He 
had  some  few  casualties.  At  this  point  met  Colonel  Gamble  with  com- 
mand. Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  section  artillery,  in  pursuit  of  Mosby; 
marched  thence  to  Purcellvillc,  via  Tliilomont  and  Union ;  arrived  at 
Har])er's  li'erry  March  25.  My  return  was  hastened  one  day  by  the 
upsetting  of  a  wagon  in  Goose  Creek,  in  which  were  the  short  rations 
of  Colonel  Bird's  command.  I  found  a  good  deal  of  information  about 
Mosby,  and  think  he  can  be  ousted,  but  it  would  take  some  time  to 
effect  it.  Colonel  Bird  and  his  men  behaved  most  handsomely.  I  in- 
close nominal  statement  of  casualties  in  the  command. 
Vcrv  respectfully, 

M.  A.  EENO, 
Colonel,  Connnimdintj  Expedition. 

Brit"-.  Gen.  C.  IT.  IMoegan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  10. 


lieport  of  Maj.  Willittm  RuHnell,  jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8. 
Army,  of  operations  March  27-2'J. 

Hkadcjuaktkes  Cavalky,  MiDDLK  Military  Division, 

March  30,  1865. 

Geneual  :  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  left  Winchester  on  the 
morning  of  the  27tli  instiint,  with  a  detachment  of  300  men,  to  go  up  the 
Valley  as  far  as  Woodstock,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position 
and  strength  of  any  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  "Valley.  1  arrived  at 
Woodstock  at  4  p.  m.,  and  there  ascertained  through  citizens,  and  two 
refugees  who  came  from  Staunton  on  Saturday  last,  that  there  was  no 
force  of  any  nature  between  Staunton  and  this  place.  At  Edenburg 
there  is  a  small  picket  of  not  more  than  twenty  men,  stationed  there  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  deserters  and  refugees  from  coming  north. 
At  New  Market  there  is  a'small  provost  guard,  left  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  any  men  of  liosser's  command  and  sending  them  to 
Gordonsville,  where  it  is  said  that  Kosser  is  collecting  what  forces  he 
can ;  also,  that  Imboden's  command  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  him. 
The  present  whereabouts  of  Imboden's  command  I  could  not  ascertain. 
The  most  significant  information  I  received  was  that  the  re-enforce- 
ments sent  to  Lynchburg  at  the  time  General  Sheridan  was  approach- 
ing that  place  consisted  of  the  Engineer  Brigade  from  Ilichmond,  com- 
po.sed  of  1,<S00  men,  wlso  were  to  strengthen  the  works,  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  my  iTiformant  (a  citizen  of  Woodstock)  that  no  other  troops 
had  been  sent  there. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Valk\y  being  cut  off  from  southern  communi- 
cation by  tlie  destruction  of  the  Virginia  Central  Eailroad,  it  is  difficult 
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to  learn  anything  of  late  occurrence.    Aside  from  some  half  dozen 
scouts  at  Woodstock  and  a  party  of  some  fifteen  guerrillas,  who  fired 
luto  my  rear  guard  to-day  at  Newtown,  I  saw  none  of  the  enemy, 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  «&c., 

WM.  RUSSELL,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Brevet  Major-General  Torhert, 
Chief  of  Cavalry. 


No.  11. 


Report  of  Capt.  Hemy  C.Inioood,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  New  York 
Infantry,  of  operations  March  29. 

Office  PRf)VosT-MARSHAL,  U.  S.  Troops, 

Middle  Military  Division, 
Stephensonh  Station,  March  JSf),  [1865]. 

OoLONKL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4.30  p.  m.  the  28th 
instant,  I  received  instructions  from  the  general  commanding  to  take 
the  headquarters  cavalry  escort  and  go  along  the  Martinsburg  i)ike 
a  few  miles,  and  try  and  overtake  and  capture  some  guerrillas  who  had 
been  reported  as  committing  depredations  upon  the  Union  citizens. 
After  proceeding  about  two  miles  from  our  ))ickets,  upon  inquiry,  I 
learned  they  had  stopped  at  the  yellow  house  (JMr.  Oleudeniiiiig  occu- 
I)ant),  had  entered,  found  them  very  poor,  had  taken  some  food,  and 
passed  on  toward  Bunker  Hill;  they  also  stopped  at  Mrs.  Payne's 
house  and  took  some  food.  She  afterward  missed  one  of  her  horses, 
but  does  not  think  the  rebels  took  it  (Mrs.  Payne  is  a  rebel  sympa- 
thizer). They  stopped  at  nearly  all  the  houses  and  took  overcoats, 
blankets,  and  food.  They  stopped  all  passengers  on  the  road,  and 
robbed  several  of  them  of  all  their  money  and  valuables;  among  them 
were  Mr.  J.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Light.  Some  citizens  coming  from  the 
direction  of  Martinsburg  they  robbed  and  turned  back.  On  arriving  at 
Bunker  Hill  the  guerrillas  entered  tlie  house  and  store  of  the  postmaster, 
took  all  his  money  from  him,  and  the  mail;  also  some  leather  and 
other  articles  from  the  store.  They  obtained  food  from  the  citizens  and 
robbed  Mr.  Bickers'  mill  for  their  horses ;  they  took  a  horse  from  one  of 
the  citizens  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  horse  equipments  from  travelers  on 
the  road.  The  question  of  loyalty  was  not  spoken  of  by  any  of  the 
guerrillas;  plunder  seems  to  have  been  the  object  of  their  raid.  At 
Bunker  Hill  I  learned  that  there  were  twenty-six  of  them,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Eussell;  they  passed  as  Mosby's  men  and  part  of  Ros- 
ser's  command  of  500,  aggregate  distributed  through  Clarke  and  Jeffer- 
son Counties  in  bands  not  exceeding  fifty  each. 

Judging  that  Smithfield  was  their  rendezvous,  we  pushed  on,  but  on 
arriving  there  found  that  they  had  taken  the  Charlestown  road  at  4,30 
p,  m.;  they  had  made  a  stay  of  one  hour  at  Smithfield  and  nearly  that 
at  Bunker  Hill.  Finding  there  was  no  probability  of  overtaking  them, 
and  liaving  but  a  small  force  (twenty-eight  men),  I  ordered  the  return 
to  camp,  taking  back  roads  and  coming  in  by  way  of  Brucetown,  arriv- 
ing in  camp  at  12  p.  m.,  having  traveled  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles. 

The  citizens  are  very  much  frightened,  and  several  able-bodied  men 
bad  run  away  on  their  api)roach,  snpuosing  them  to  be  a  conscripting 
party.    This  information  I  received  i'rom  a  lady  in  Smithfield,  whose 
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husbaud  had  started  that  afternoon  to  Maryland  to  avoid  them.  The 
J  oung  man,  David  Light,  they  took  witli  them.  I  could  learn  nothing 
of  him  in  Smithlield.  He  had  not  been  brought  there  by  the  rebels. 
The  citizens  believe  he  was  conscripted  and  taken  in  another  direction, 
I  could  not  trace  them  from  Bunker  Hill. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  C.  INWOOD, 
Captain.  Provost-Marsha  I. 
lAont.  Col.  D.  S.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutdut-Generah 


No.  VI. 


Eeport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  S.  Carroll,  U.  S.  Army,  vommandinff  Sec- 
ond Infantry  Division,  Department  cf  ]Yest  Virginia,  of  operations 
March' 30. 

OUMBEULAND,  Md.,  March  31, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  jiarty  of  McNeill's  band  of 
marauders,  numbering  some  thirty  or  forty,  last  evening  shortly  before 
dusk  came  to  the  railroad  about  three  miles  east  of  Patterson's  Creek; 
finding  a  small  party  of  railroad  brakemen  there,  they  forced  them  to 
take  up  a  few  rails  and  turn  the  track  so  as  to  throw  the  engine  off, 
headed  in  an  embankment.  About  7  o'clock,  as  the  train  from  the  east 
approached,  they  fired  a  few  sliots,  wlien  the  engineer  immediately 
whistled  down  brakes,  and  the  speed  was  slackened  enough  to  prevent 
a  complete  smash-up,  though  the  engine  and  two  cars  ran  off  the  track. 
The  guerrillas  then  entered  the  cars  and  robbed  the  male  passengers 
of  their  money,  watches,  and,  in  some  instances,  overcoats,  hats,  and 
boots;  opened  some  of  the  mail  bags,  taking  part  of  the  contents;  they 
then  fired  the  train  and  t(;ok  off,  with  two  cai)tains  and  two  lieutenants 
that  were  on  board  as  i)assengers.  They  did  not  liave  the  train  in 
their  possession  over  twenty  minutes;  no  one  was  hurt.  Troops  from 
Patterson's  Creek  and  (Jreen  Spring  kun  arrived  on  tlie  spot  about  an 
hour  after  the  occurrence.  1  got  the  information  about  8.30  o'clock,  by 
telegram  from  Green  Spring  llun,  ami  immediately  telegraphed  to  the 
command  there  to  send  a  company  out  to  Frankfort  to  try  and  head 
the  guerrillas  off;  also  telegraphed  to  New  Creek  for  150  cavalry  to 
start  immediately  toward  the  Itomney  road,  for  the  same  purpose. 
The  commanding  officer  at  Green  Spring  Kun  had  sent  a  company 
before  he  got  my  dispatch.  The  cavalry  from  New  Creek  started 
shortly  after  9  o'clock.  I  sent  from  this  ])lace,  as  soon  as  the  cars  could 
be  got  ready,  150  infantry  on  a  train  with  two  engines,  to  the  scene  of 
the  disaster.  They  got  there  about  11.15  o'clock.  The  passengers 
were  transferred  to  the  passenger  cars  sent  down  for  them,  and  got  here 
about  1.30  o'clock.  The  troops  returned  shortly  after,  finding  there 
were  as  many  men  there  from  I'attersou's  Creek  and  Green  Sjjring  liun 
as  could  be  used  to  advantage  in  clearing  the  debris  from  the  track. 
The  guerrillas  set  the  cars  on  flie,  but  it  was  extinguished  before  doing 
much  damage.  The  result  of  the  affair  is  the  loss  to  the  male  passen- 
gers of  their  money,  watches,  and  jewelry,  and,  in  a  few  instances,  part 
of  their  outer  clothing;  the  loss  of  a  small  part  of  the  mail,  severe 
injuries  to  the  engine  and  one  passenger  and  one  baggage  car,  and 
slight  injuries  to  three  passenger  cars.    Troops  from  this  point  could 
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have  reached  there  an  hour  sooner,  had  not  the  engine  been  thrown  off 
the  track  here,  just  as  the  train  was  starting,  by  the  mismanagement  of 
the  railroad  emplo,y»'!s. 

The  lirst  man  who  arrived  here  was  the  mail  agent  from  the  captured 
tram,  who  jumped  off  at  the  Urst  shot,  ran  three  miles  to  Patterson's 
Greek,  took  a  hand-car  there,  and  was  here  in  about  an  hour.  The  com- 
manding officers  at  Patterson's  Creek  and  Green  Spring  Run  do  not  appear 
to  be  responsible.  Tlie  distance  between  these  two  points  is  about  eight 
miles,  and  tiiero  is  no  station  of  troops  between  them.  There  is  no  road 
a,long  that  line.  The  guerrillas  came  down  through  a  gorge,  as  they  are 
hable  to  do  in  fifty  other  similar  places  along  the  line  of  railroad.  I 
have  made  such  disposition,  by  having  the  pickets  from  the  different 
.stations  connect,  as,  1  think,  will  guard  against  such  accidents  in  the 
fnture,  but  it  is  an  impossibility,  with  the  troops  now  on  the  road,  to 
preclude  the  iiossibility  of  such  things  happening  until  the  country  in 
front  of  the  railroad  is  entirely  cleared  of  these  guerrilla  bands.  It  is  a 
hazardous  enteiprise  for  those  engaged  in  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  will 
be  attempted  often.  The  company  that  went  out  fi'om  Green  Spring  liun 
has  returned  without  any  suc(;ess,  but  I  will  not  hear  fr<mi  the  cavalry 
that  went  from  New  Creek  before  some  time  to-morrow,  and  I  hope  they 
will  have  accomplished  something. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.'  8.  CARROLL, 
U.  8.  Army,  Bngadier-deneral  of  Volunteers. 

General  C.  H.  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Stuff,  Winchester,  Va. 


No.  13. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Stephen  IT.  Draper,   Tireiity-first  N'cw  York  Cavalry, 
of  operations  April  11-12. 

Headquarters  Scouts,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  the  lollowing  as  the  result  of  a  scout 
to  Timber  Ridge,  Va.,  on  tlie  llth  and  12th  instiUit,  viz : 

When  seven  miles  out  on  the  Romiiey  pike  I  learned  from  the  guide 
that  was  to  pilot  me  that  tluiie  was  a  quantity  of  (jotton  and  tobacco 
concealed  at  diileient  places  on  the  ridge,  also  that  about  100  rebel 
soldiers  had  been  known  to  be  in  and  about  the  same  neighborhood  but 
a  day  or  two  previous;  hence  my  request  for  re-enforcements  in  order 
to  take  sufficient  time  to  lind  the  cotton  and  tobacco,  and  remove  it,  if 
possible,  without  loss  of  lile.  The  re- enforcements  reached  me  at  the 
first  point  above  named  at  about  12  o'clock  in  the  night,  when  I  imme- 
diately started,  searcliing  sucli  places  as  the  guide  advised,  but  found 
no  lebels.  While  waiting  for  there-enforcements  above  named, a  detach- 
ment of  jny  scouts  had  a  skirmish  with  a  detachment  of  rebels,  wound- 
ing one  of  the  rebels;  the  balance  escaped  under  (.-over  of  the  darkness, 
it  bi'ing  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Said  rebels  represented  them- 
selves as  being  General  Hancock's  scouts. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Mr.  Meredith  Capper's,  where  I  was  informed  a 
part  of  the  cotton  and  tobacco  was  concealed,  I  proceeded  to  the  house 
and  found  Mr.  Capper,  and  told  him  my  name,  business,  and  that  I 
should  require  the  services  of  himself  and  team  in  removing  the  goods 
to  Winchester.    He  appeared  very  much  surprised  at  my  knowing  of 
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the  whereabouts  of  the  articles,  and  said  he  supposed  of  course  I  knew 
the  parties  concerned,  and  acknowledged  that  Thomas  Wills,  a  noted 
rebel  and  Confederate  conscript  officer,  was  one  of  the  main  speculators, 
also  Mr.  Julius  Waddles,  who  claims  to  be  a  Union  man  (but  who  is 
not  so  represented  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  vicinity  whom  I 
believe  to  be  Union).  I  found  11^  bunches  of  cotton  yarn  (called  by 
them  cotton),  five  pounds  in  each  bunch,  at  Mr.  Capper's,  and  23 
bunches  at  Jacob  Oats',  near  Mr.  Capper's,  and  151  bunches  at  Mrs. 
Joseph  Eaton's,  three  miles  west  of  Mr.  Capper's,  on  Capon  Itiver,  all 
stored  at  the  several  places  above  mentioned.  There  is  another  man 
concerned  in  the  same  kind  of  traffic,  by  tlie  name  of  Silket  (John  or 
Aaron),  and  there  are  also  3,400  bunches  of  cotton  reported  undis- 
covered by  us,  and  15  more  boxes  of  tebacco. 

The  tobacco  delivered  liere  consists  of  eight  boxes,  marked  to  contain 
883  pounds.  One  box  was  broken  open  and  distributed  among  the 
Fifth  New  York  Cavalry  by  one  of  the  officers  belonging  to  it,  after 
Colonel  Boice  took  cliarge  of  it,  and  eleven  bunches  of  the  cotton  were 
missing  upon  delivery,  and,  I  am  informed,  some  of  it  was  seen 
strapped  on  the  saddles  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry.  For  reference  see  Sailor, 
General  Torbert's  scout. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hook,  a  loyal  citizen,  was  unfortunately  wounded  through 
mistake,  the  facts  of  which  you  have  been  informed  verbally.  One 
prisoner  was  taken  in  bed  at  Jacob  Oats',  with  arms  and  uniform  lying 
on  the  table  at  his  bedside. 

Several  articles  were  taken  at  Mr.  Anderson's,  a  loyal  citizen,  under 
circumstances  at  the  time  well  calculated  to  brand  the  parties  as  rebels, 
but  after  the  mistake  was  discovered  many  of  the  articles  were  returned, 
and  the  balance  will,  I  trust,  be  returned  so<ni. 

Several  other  articles  were  taken  at  otlier  places,  in  a  cowardly  and 
uusoldierly  manner,  some  by  my  scouts  and  some  by  the  men  of  the 
column  supporting  me.  Some  of  the  articles  so  taken  I  liave  discovered, 
and  am  taking  all  steps  possible  to  find  the  rest  and  punish  the  guilty 
parties. 

The  rebel  force  above  mentioned  left  for  up  the  Valley  on  the  10th 
instant,  and  the  whole  country  in  that  vicinity  1  believe  to  be  free  from 
rebel  soldiers. 

Cotton  yarn  seized,  286  bunches  (about  5  pounds  each);  delivered 
here,  275  bunches  (about  5  pounds  each).    Tobacco  seized,  J)   boxes 
(over  100  pounds  each) ;  delivered  here,  8  boxes  (over  100  pounds  each). 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  DRAPEK, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry, 
Commanding  Scouts,  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division. 

General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Stuff,  Middle  Military  Beyartmcnt. 


Xo.  U. 

Report  of  General  Robert  E.  Lcc,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  March  rj-7. 

Headquarters, 

March  9,  1865. 
General  Eosser  reports  that  on  the  6th  [5th],  witli  a  few  of  his  men,  he 
attaxsked  the  enemy  near  Harrisonburg,  who  were  guarding  prisoners 
taken  at  Wayncsborough,  and  captured  a  few  i)risoners. 
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On  morning  of  7tli  again  attacked  near  Rude's  Hill.  Having  detained 
them  for  a  day  and  niglit  at  the  river,  lie  caused  them  to  retire  in  haste, 
abandoning  the  only  piece  of  artillery  they  had  and  their  ambulance. 
He  annoyed  them  a  great  deal,  and  enabled  good  many  of  our  men  to 
escape. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
General  John  0.  Ureckineidge, 

Secretary  of  War. 


MAECH  3-8,  1865. — Operations  about  Warrenton,  Bealeton  Station,  Sulphur 
Springs,  Salem,  and  Ceuterville,  Va. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Joseph  Schneider,  Sixteenth  New  Torlc  Cavalry. 

Camp  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Ya.,  March  8, 1805. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  regiment  headquarters,  I  left  Vienna,  Va., 
with  200  men,  at  4  a.  m.  March  3, 1865,  to  report  to  brigade  head- 
quarters, where  I  received  instructions  to  proceed  on  the  road  to 
Ceuterville,  to  encamp  in  a  convenient  place,  and  await  the  arrival  of 
detachment  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry.  About  8  a.  m.  this  detach- 
ment arrived,  under  command  of  Captain  Russell,  who  ordered,  me  to 
•  take  the  rear  with  my  detachment.  We  marched  on  the  Warrenton 
jjike  to  within  one  mile  of  W^arrenton,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 
March  4,  we  marched  through  Warrenton,  Lieutenant  Goulding,  with 
his  platoon,  having  the  rear  guard.  In  this  town  the  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry  left  the  column  in  scores,  spreading  themselves  all  over  the 
place,  dismounting,  and  entering  the  houses.  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  make  them  rejoin  the  column.  After  getting  outside  of  War- 
renton I  found  one  corporal  and  four  men  having  the  extreme  of  the 
rearguard;  they  seemed  to  be  vigilant  and  had  tlieir  pistols  drawn. 
They  were  instructed  to  allow  no  stragglers  behind  them.  I  then  rode 
to  the  head  of  my  command,  ordering  the  chiefs  of  platoons  to  see  that 
nobody  would  leave  the  ranks  without  orders.  Not  more  than  one-half 
hour  had  elapsed  since  my  leaving  the  rear  when  one  of  the  rear  guard  re- 
ported that  about  a  dozen  guerrillas  had  captured  one  corporal  and  three 
men  of  Company  I,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry ;  one  man  of  Company 
L  had  been  in  advance  of  the  extreme  rear  and  consequently  escaped. 
The  guerrillas  were  dressed  in  our  uniform,  and  the  men  mistook  them 
for  members  of  the  Eightli  Illinois  Cavalry,  There  was  not  a  shot 
fired;  they  had  got  into  the  mountains  when  I  arrived  near  the  rear 
guard,  therefore  pursuit  would  have  been  useless.  We  passed  Bealeton 
Station  toward  the  Rappahannock,  through  Sulphur  Springs,  three 
miles  beyond  which  wc  bivouacked  that  night.  Suiidiiy,  March  5, 
we  went  througli  Warrenton,  took  ti»e  pike  toward  Salem,  crossed  the 
Bull  Run  Mountains,  got  into  the  Warrenton  pike  near  New  Baltimore, 
followed  it  to  Centerville,  thence  to  camp. 

On  this  day  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  were  continually  leaving 
their  column,  riding  as  far  as  one  mile  from  it.  I  have  counted  thirty 
horses  dismounted  near  one  house.  The  Eighth  Illinois  being  appar- 
ently permitted  by  their  officers  to  enter  farms,  it  acted  as  a  bad 
example  on  our  men,  and  to  stop  their  following  it  I  threatened  my 
platoon  commanders  with  arrest,  telling  them  I  should  put  sergeants 
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in  command  if  they  could  not  keep  the  men  in  the  ranks.  Crossing 
Bull  Kun  Mountains  from  the  Salem  nike,  the  guerrillas  again  (dressed 
in  our  uniform)  attacked  tlie  rear  guard;  succeeded  in  taking  one  cor- 
poral and  two  men  of  Company  K.  Two  other  men  escaped.  This 
time  our  rear  guard  exchanged  shots  with  the  rebels,  and  when  I 
arrived  at  the  rear,  I  saw  the  rebels  on  the  mountains  about  300  yards 
olf.  I  had  given  Lieutenant  Hoover  (commanding  rear  guard)  orders 
to  be  from  150  to  200  yards  in  our  rear,  to  be  more  than  50  yards  from 
his  column.  I  thought  Lieutenant  Hoover  rather  slow  in  his  move- 
ments, and  instructed  him  to  attack  the  guerrillas  with  his  rear-guard 
whenever  they  appeared,  which  he  had  neglected  before,  as  it  seemed 
to  me  he  kept  manihing  on  while  the  extreme  rear  was  fighting. 
About  noon  a  squadron  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  took  the  rear, 
after  I  had  been  remonstrating  with  Captain  Ilussell,  who  then  told  me 
our  men  were  continually  falling  out.  But  I  convinced  him  that  in 
nearly  every  instance  his  men  were  the  perpetrators,  not  ours. 

To  force  those  men  to  re-enter  their  ranks  it  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  engage  in  a  light  with  them.  One  of  them  passed  Captain 
Baker,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  at  the  head  of  our  detachment, 
shouting  to  one  of  his  comrades,  "  that  son  of  a  b —  wanted  to.  arrest 
me,"  pointing  toward  th(i  rear,  where  I  was  engaged  driving  up  strag- 
glers. One  party  of  the  Eiglith  Illinois  Cavalry  left  the  column,  went 
up  to  a  house,  dismounted,  and  entered  it.  A  party  of  guerrillas  attacked 
them.  This  was  about  a  half  mile  from  and  in  full  view  of  the  whole 
command.  Captain  Baker  and  the  commanders  of  my  rear  guard  greatly 
exerted  themselves  to  prevent  our  men  from  straggling. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  SCHNEIDER, 
Captain,  10th  New  York  Cav.,  Com.  Detach.  16th  New  Yorh  Gav. 


MARCH  5-8,  1865. — Expedition  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

No.  1. — Col.  Samuel  H.  Roberts,  Ono  IhukIviiI  iiiid  lliirty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
No. 2. — Lieut.  Vo].  Kawloy  W.  Miirtin,  Filt.v-tliiid  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  3. — Capt.  Littleburry  W.Allen,  Tweuty-fonrth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

No.  1, 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  JI.  Roberts,   One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  New 

York  Infantry. 

Headquautebs  Expedition  against  FitEDERicKSBURG, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  9,  1865. 

General :  I  liaAC  the  honor  to  submil  tlie  following  report  of  my 
recent  operations  on  the  Ilappahannock  lliver: 

1  left  Fort  Monroe  at  5  p.  m.  March  5.  The  expedition  consisted 
of  five  regiments,  numbering  1,800  intantry  and  a  detachment  of  300 
men  from  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  under  Col.  E.  V.  Sumner. 
The  army  gun-boats  Mosswood,  Chamberlain,  and  Jesup  accompanied 
us,  under  command  of  Capt.  .7.  M.  Durell,  of  Oeneral  Graham's  staff. 
At  the  mouth  of  tlie  llnppahnnnock  I  met  Commander  Parker,  of  the 
Potomac  flotilla,  who  strongly  advised  me  to  abandon  my  proposed 
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route,  and  land  at  some  point  on  the  Potomac  and  march  across  to 
Fredericksbnrg,  representing  that  itAvould  take  two  days  to  reach  the 
city  by  wat«r,  even  if  we  escaped  the  torpedoes  snpposed  to  be  planted 
in  the  channel.  On  sijjnifyin;?  my  determination  to  try  the  llappahan- 
nock  route,  he  furnished  me  witli  the  gun-boats  Yankee  and  Commodore 
Eead,  under  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  who  gave  me  every 
assistance  in  his  power.  The  army  gun-boat  Mosswood,  Captain  Har- 
ris, led  the  way  up  the  river.  Opposite  Tapi^ahannock  the  transport 
Northerner,  containing  9G0  infantry  and  six  days'  rations  for  the  com- 
mand, grounded,  but  was  after  several  hours'  labor  got  off,  and  did  not 
delay  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  At  the  obstructions,  six  miles  below  Fred- 
ericksburg, the  Northerner  again  grounded,  and  the  Harder,  a  cavalry 
transport,  was  unable  to  proceed  farther.  The  troops  on  both  vessels 
were  brought  up  before  the  next  morning.  The  advance  reached  the 
Arharf  at  the  city  at  dusk  on  the  Cth.  A  squadron  of  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Sumner,  took  possession  of  the  town  without  opposition. 
Another  body  of  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patton,  was  at  once 
dispatched  to  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Massapouax  River,  where  they 
succeeded  in  capturing  a  train  of  27  freight  cars,  17  of  which  were 
loaded  with  tobacco  and  the  others  with  vegetables  and  corn.  A 
train  of  14  army  wagons,  witli  40  mules  and  sets  of  harness,  was  also 
taken  near  Hamilton's  Cross -Eoads.  The  railroad  bridge,  a  structure 
120  feet  long  and  75  feet  high,  was  burned,  and  the  depot  and  telegiaph 
office  destroyed.  A  picket  of  twenty-five  men  was  left  to  insure  the 
complete  destruction  of  the  bridge  and  to  guard  the  tobacco.  The 
Avagons  were  brought  in  empty,  since  tlie  roads  were  in  a  very  bad 
state,  and  as  much  tobacco  was  known  to  be  stored  in  the  city  as  could 
be  brought  away  on  our  transj.orts. 

The  next  morning  the  cars  Avith  their  contents  Avere  burned,  and  the 
picket  withdrawn.  Meanwhile,  in  the  city  a  thorough  search  had  been 
made  for  rebel  soldiery.  Thirteen  were  discovered  concealed  in  houses 
and  cellars.  At  the  ]irovost-marslial's  office  fifty  muskets  were  captured ; 
half  of  them  were  Enfield  rifles  in  fine  order.  Tlie  quartermaster's 
office  was  broken  open,  and  what  fcAv  rations  were  found  were  issued 
to  the  poor.  Infantry  pickets  were  established  to  (iover  the  boats  on 
both  sides  of  tlie  river,  and  to  prevent  our  soldiers  from  entering  the 
town  to  plunder.  Cavalry  pickets  were  tlirown  out  on  the  principal 
roads  to  prevent  all  persons  from  leaving  the  city.  Wliile  posting  the 
latter,  Capt.  C.  S.  Masten,  of  tlie  First  New  York  Moiuited  Kifles, 
arrested  two  rebel  soldiers,  wlio  fired  six  shots  at  him  without  effect. 
The  two  prisoners  on  being  searched  were  found  to  be  two  rebel  scouts 
of  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  by  name  of  Shadburne  and  Taylor.  The  former 
is  a  notorious  guerrilla,  and  is  Avell  known  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
as  a  desperado,  whose  ca])ture  has  long  been  desired.  It  is  proper  to 
state  that  after  being  taken  he  offered  $3,000  to  eac,li  of  liis  three 
guards  if  they  Avould  release  him.  Tlie  names  of  the  guards  who 
refused  this  tempting  bribe  are  I'rivates  Vandervoort,  Holmes,  and 
(Jlutz,  of  Troop  M,  First  New  York  Mounted  Kifles.  Tlie  7tb  of  March 
was  spent  in  loading  tobacco  from  the  store-houses,  i^nd  in  crowding  on 
whatever  otlier  public  property  could  be  carried  away.  The  mules 
were  all  brought  off'  with  tlieir  harnesses  and  eiglit  of  the  wagons. 
The  other  wagons  were  burned.  A  small  (luantity  of  stores,  collected 
for  contraband  traffic  in  the  city,  were  also  destroyed.  Among  these 
were  several  barrels  of  liquor  (applejack)  and  of  tobacco.  No  pri- 
vate property  was  molested,  and  no  depredations  connnitted  by  the 
troops. 
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As  the  water  in  the  river  was  falling  rapidly  I  did  not  deem  it  safe 
to  remain  after  having  accomplished  what  has  already  been  reported. 
The  force  re-embarked  at  4  p.  m.,  and  left  the  city,  amid  the  openly 
expressed  regrets  of  the  crowd  who  witnessed  our  departure.  I 
brought  with  me  a  citizen,  Doctor  Rose,  the  consignee  of  the  tobacco 
which  I  had  captured.  I  forward  him  to  General  Patrick,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  certain  strange  statements  concerning  tliis  property; 
I  would  add  that  his  statements  were  confirmed  by  common  report  in 
the  city.  Not  a  casualty  occurred  in  the  command.  The  fleet  reached 
Fort  Monroe  at  9  jj.  m.  March  8. 

Having,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  General 
Grant,  turned  over  the  property  and  prisoners  brought  with  me,  I 
intend,  in  further  obedience  to  his  orders,  to  start  to-morrow  morning 
for  the  Potomac  and  the  Coan  Eiver.  Forty-five  thousand  one  hundred 
pounds  of  tobacco,  80  bushels  of  grain,  4G  muskets,  15  sabers,  2  horses, 
and  12  mules  were  turned  over  to  the  ])roper  authorities  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe. The  other  mules  and  the  wagons  are  retained  for  further  use.  A 
careful  estimate  of  the  whole  property  captured  shows  its  value  to  be 
about  $700,000  in  U.  S.  currency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  IT.  ROBERTS,       ■ 
Colonel  139th  New  Yorlc  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  lAetitenant-General  Commanding. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  lAeut.  Col.  Rawley  W.  Martin,  Fifty-third  Virginia  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Defenses  Lower  Rappahannock, 

Dunnsville,  March  C,  ItiOo — 9  a.  m. 
Captain  :  Two  of  the  enemy's  war  steamers,  and  eleven  transports 
with  bow  guns,  have  just  passed  up  the  river,  and  are  now  six  miles 
above  Tappahannock.  All  the  boats  arc  heavily  laden,  and  move  up 
the  river  rapidly  without  shelling,  except  at  one  or  two  jtoints.  Our 
artillery  was  insufficient  to  keep  them  back.  The  mounted  reserves 
are  following  np  the  river,  and  '\^ill  report  any  movement  on  shore. 
While  I  write  two  more  boats,  with  a  schooner  in  tow,  arc  passing. 
The  movement  seems  to  indicate  a  demonstration  into  the  country, 
somewhere  near  Fredericksburg. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MARTIN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding,  ibc. 
Capt.  R.  n.  Catlett, 

Assistant  Adjiitant-Ocncral. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  TAttlebvrry  M\  Allen,  Tirenty-fovrth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

AppLEWf.oD,  Caroline  [Countyj, 

March  8,  1865 — 3  a.  m. 
Colonel:  Early  yesterday  morning  one  of  my  scouts  reported  the 
enemy  iu  Fredericksburg.    I  went  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report. 
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I  pi'oceeded  to  Fredericksburg,  passing  by  Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the 
crossing  they  burnt  everything  of  value,  some  thirty  cars,  seventeen 
of  which  were  loaded  with  tobacco.  The  bridge  over  the  Massaponax 
was  also  burned.  No  other  injury  to  the  road.  They  captured  fifty-six 
mules  and  burned  the  wagons.  Ail  the  colored  drivers  but  one  went 
with  them.  In  the  city  they  took  and  carried  off  some  500  boxes  of 
1  obacco.  The  provost-marshal  (Captain  Doggett),  with  most  of  his  men, 
escaped.  The  expedition  consisted  of  two  gunboats  and  five  transports, 
conveying  one  brigade  of  infantry,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  lioberts,  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Sumner. 

General  Koberts  informed  Mr.  Slaughter  (the  mayor)  that  the  expedi- 
tion was  fitted  out  by  General  Grant  to  break  up  the  illicit  trade  in 
tobacco,  which  he  had  heard  was  carried  on  in  Fredericksburg,  and 
which  he  was  determined  to  break  uj).  They  left  at  5  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  I  left  the  city  at  7  o'clock, 
and  am  now  at  home  on  my  way  to  camp. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  ALLEN, 
Captain,  Co.  F,  2Ith  Virfiinia  Cavalry,  Conidf).  at  Taylorsville. 

Colonel  EwELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[iDdoraeinfUt.] 

Headquarters, 

March  8,  1865. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  his 
information. 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


MARCH  7,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Plint  Hill,  Va. 

liEPORTS. 

No.  1.— Col.  Nelson  B.  .Sweitzer,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Oluey  K.  Gault,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  3.— Sergt.  Otto  Riehter,  Company  I,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Nelson  B.  Sweitzer,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Headqitarters  Sixteenth  Nevt  York  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  March  8,  1865. 

Captain  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  Lieut. 
O.  K.  (iault,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  concerning  the  attack  on 
his  party  of  one  sergeant  and  privates  of  this  regiment,  en  route  from 
Vienna,  Va.,  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  on  the  7th  instant;  also  the 
report  of  the  sergeant  of  the  party  made  to  the  captain  of  his  com- 
pany and  referred  to  these  headquarters. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  patrol  was  one  in  whom  I  thought  cau- 
tion and  forethought  concerning  the  details  of  the  march  of  a  patrol  in 
flankers.,  &c.,  were  his  special  recommendations.    He  has  been  but 
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lately  appointed  a  lieutenant,  having  received  his  appointment  ■while 
a  prisoner  ox  war,  having  last  summer  been  captured  while  on  picket. 
His  recommendation  was,  I  understand,  made  on  his  steady  habits 
(being  of  mature  age),  and  his  being  captured  and  suflering  in  a  rebel 
prison.  I  am.  however,  led  to  believe  that  the  lieutenant  commanding 
was  confounded  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  appearance  of  a  body 
of  enemy  preparing  for  attack,  and  did  not,  by  manner  or  example, 
endeavor  to  inspire  the  men  to  meet  the  attack,  to  which  effort  I  believe 
the  men  would  have  responded  with  gallantry  and  determination.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  this  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  arose  from  the  misfor- 
tune of  his  having  no  advantage  of  experience  during  the  war,  and  not 
during  his  previous  life  having  been  accustomed  to  associations  tend- 
ing to  prepare  him  for  such  circumstances.  The  report  of  the  affair 
coming  into  camp  was  much  exaggerated,  also  of  an  advance  in  force. 
I  had  the  command  under  arms,  being  in  command  of  post;  sent  100 
men  to  the  scene  of  the  affair,  with  orders  to  endeavor  to  attack  the 
party,  and  also  a  reconnaissance  to  tlie  immediate  front  of  the  post. 
The  raiding  party,  after  having  made  the  attack,  retreated  in  great 
haste,  and,  separating,  it  was  impossible  for  the  party  to  overtake  tbem 
before  dark.    They  returned  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  SWEITZEK, 
Colonel  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  I.  WiCKEBSHAM, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Separate  Brig.,  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  March  10,  1865. 
Eespectfally  forwarded  to  department  headquarters. 
I  consider  this  very  disgraceful — an  officer,  sergeant,  and  twenty  men 
running  away  from  thirty  guerrillas  without  firing  a  shot,  the  lieutenant 
leading  the  running  away.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  Lieutenant 
Gault  be  sent  home,  out  of  the  service.  1  want  fighting  oflQcers  to  lead 
the  men  in  action,  same  as  I  do  myself 

WM.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel  Commanding  Brigade, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Olney  K.  Gault,  Sixteenth  New   York  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  A,  Sixteenth  I^ew  York  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Va.,  March  8,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  renort,  to  wit: 
That  the  patrol  in  my  charge  proceeded  from  Vienna  to  Flint  Hill, 
taking  the  left  of  the  stockade,  through  the  fields,  the  road  usually 
traveled  by  the  patrol,  passing  an  old  chimney  standing  in  an  orchard, 
between  that  and  the  road.  We  then  discovered  a  body  of  mounted 
men  coming  from  the  woods  on  our  right;  at  fij-st  sight  thought  them 
to  be  Union  troops,  as  they  were  most  all  dressed  in  blue.  As  soon  as 
we  discovered  that  they  were  making  for  us  I.  commanded  front  into 
line,  then  seeing  that  they  were  too  strong  the  men  broke,  and  I  ordered 
them  to  about  face  and  run.    After  passing  a  ditch  and  striking  into 
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a  deep  mud  mauy  of  the  horses  could  hardly  ruu ;  the  enemy  soon  over- 
took us  and  commenced  firing  and  killing  one,  wounding  two,  and  three 
supposed  captured.  We  retreated  back  to  Flint  Hill  stockade.  I  then 
sent  a  man  to  headquarters  to  report.  We  remained  at  the  stockade 
until  the  Third  Battalion  arrived.  I  then  went  with  Major  Bosworth 
to  show  him  the  route  they  had  taken,  when  I  returned  back  some  of 
patrol  with  the  Third  Battalion.  Soon  after  the  sergeant-major  and 
three  men  came  uj),  and  said  they  were  going  over  to  Fairfax  Court- 
House.  1  then  fell  in  what  men  were  left  and  proceeded  to  the  Court- 
House  in  company  with  the  sergeant-major.  On  our  way  back  to 
Vienna  we  overtook  two  men  that  were  dismounted;  their  horses  were 
brought  into  camp. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  K.  GAULT, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  A,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 
Capt.  H.  M.  Gayloed, 

Acting  Adjutant. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Va.,  March  8, 1866. 
Respectfdlly  returned. 

This  report  must  state  the  number  of  offtcers,  non-commissioned  oflB- 
cers,  and  privates  on  patrol;  the  names  of  men  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing;  the  number  of  horses  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  and  the 
probable  number  of  the  enemy  attacking. 
By  order  of  Col.  N.  B.  Sweitzer: 

H.  M.  GAYLOED, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Camp  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Va.,  March  8, 1865. 
The  above  patrol  consisted  of  one  second  lieutenant,  one  sergeant, 
and  twenty  privates ;  we  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  num- 
bering about  forty  or  fifty,  killing  1  man,  Eli  Carts,  Company  A; 
wounding  2  men,  A.  Pocorny  (fatal),  James  Hart,  both  of  Company  I ; 
missing,  Harvey  Chambers,  Frank  Calson,  of  Company  A,  Andreas 
Eichberger,  Company  I;  1  horse.  Company  A,  wounded,  and  2  missing; 
Company  I,  3  horses  missing. 

O.  K.  GAULT, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Capt.  H.  M.  Gaylord, 

Acting  Adjutant. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Sergt.  Otto  Bichter,  Company  I,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Camp  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Va.,  March  8, 1865. 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  report  the  transaction  of 
yesterday,  in  which  the  patrol  of  this  regiment  from  Vienna  to  Fairfax 
Court-House  was  attacked  by  guerrillas. 
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The  patrol  left  camp  for  Fairfax  Court-House  at  1  p.  lu.,  under  com- 
mand of  Second  Lieut.  Gault,  of  Company  A,  and  consisted  of  one  ser- 
geant and  twenty  privates.  About  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Flint  Hill, 
and  near  the  Fairfax  road,  in  an  open  field,  we  saw  about  thirty  mounted 
men,  approaching  us  at  a  distance  of  .'500  or  400  yards.  The  patrol  was 
marching  in  column  by  twos,  without  an  advance  guard  or  flankers. 
We  immediately  discovered  that  the  advancing  force  was  the  enemy 
approaching  at  an  easy  canter,  in  scattered  ranks.  The  attention  of 
the  lieutenant  commanding  was  called  to  them,  and  at  my  request  he 
ordered  the  column  to  form  into  line,  which  order  he  repeated  three 
times  hastily.  1  immediately  moved  to  the  right  of  the  line  into  my 
proper  position,  and  looking  around  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  lieu- 
tenant galloping  from  the  field  to  the  rear,  followed  by  the  men,  first 
from  the  rear  and  center.  I  heard  the  lieutenant  give  no  other  order 
than  that  above  stated.  The  men  followed  the  retreating  officer. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OTTO  KICHTEK, 
Sergeant,  Company  I,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 


MARCH  10-11,  1865.— Expedition  from  Suffolk,  Va.,  to  Murfree's  Depot, 
N.  C,  with  skirmish  (10th)  at  South  Quay,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Lewis,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Suffolk,  Va.,  March  13, 1805. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  with  instruc- 
tions received  from  you,  I  left  Suffolk  at  5  a.  m.  March  10,  my  com- 
mand consisting  of  225  men  from  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  225 
men  from  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Eighth  New  York  Independent  Battery.  I  sent  three 
companies  of  cavalry  in  advance  to,  if  possible,  capture  the  ferry-boat 
at  South  Quay.  On  arriving  at  the  Blackwater  they  discovered  the 
boat  on  the  opposite  side.  The  enemy,  although  in  small  force,  were 
very  strongly  intrenched,  and  successfully  disputed  the  crossing  until 
my  main  column  came  up  at  3  p.  m.  I  at  once  commenced  crossing 
my  men  in  small  boats,  several  hundred  feet  this  side  of  the  ferry, 
landing  them  in  a  densely  wooded  swamp,  intending  to  work  through 
and  get  in  the  enemy's  rear.  Before,  however,  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  could  be  got  over  darkness  set  in  and  I  sent  two  men  over  in 
small  boats  to  capture  the  ferry,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing 
although  under  a  severe  fire.  Having  obtained  the  ferry  I  set  to  work 
crossing  my  command.  Started  from  the  other  side  toward  Murfree's 
Depot  at  8.30  p.  m.  and  arrived  there  at  10.30  p.  m.  Found  from  40 
to  50  bales  of  cotton  and  a  small  lot  of  corn,  all  of  which  I  destroyed, 
together  with  the  depot,  warehouse,  and  other  buildings  used  as  bar- 
racks by  the  enemy.  Having  obeyed  my  instructions  and  thereby 
accomplished  the  object  ot  the  expedition,  I  returned  to  the  Black- 
water  and  recrossed,  arriving  on  this  side  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  11th  instant. 
Casualties:  1  man  killed,  1  man  wouiided,  and  1  man  missing. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  VV.  LEWIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  S.  L.  McHeney, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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MABCH  11-13,  1865. — Expedition  from  Fort  Monroe  into  Westmoreland 
County,  Va.,  and  skirmish  (12th)  near  Warsaw,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  IT.  Roberts,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  New 

York  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

Army  Gun-boat  Chamberlain, 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  March  13, 1865. 

General  :  In  my  report  of  March  9*  I  had  the  honor  to  state  my 
intention  of  starting  the  next  morning  for  the  Potomac  and  the  vicinity 
of  Coan  River.  The  Northerner,  being  too  unwieldy  for  the  service 
required,  was  exchanged  for  the  Massachusetts  and  the  Pioneer.  This 
change,  together  with  the  coaling,  delayed  me  until  the  11th  instant, 
at  which  date  the  expedition  again  left  Fortress  Monroe  at  8  a.  m.  We 
reached  Piney  Point,  just  above  the  Saint  Mary's  River,  at  dusk,  and 
waited  there  for  the  slower  boats  to  close  up.  It  was  my  intention  to 
laud  at  Machodoc  Bay  and  march  first  on  the  village  of  Montrose,  but 
thtre  being  no  place  where  troops  could  be  landed  rapidly  the  plan 
was  changed,  and  5  a.  m.  the  next  day  we  sailed  up  the  Yeocomico 
River,  and  landed  at  Kinsale.  The  first  boat-load  of  cavalry  was  sent 
out  at  once,  and  met  the  r'ebel  cavalry  pickets  a  mile  from  the  village. 
The  second  boat-load  of  cavalry  were  hurried  out,  and  at  about  10 
o'clock  were  followed  by  the  infantry  and  ambulances.  The  route 
agreed  upon  was  through  a  place  called  The  Hague,  and  thence  to 
Warsaw.  The  rebel  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chapman,  of 
Mosby's  command,  were  constantly  hovering  about  our  column,  and 
being  splendidly  mount«d  and  familiar  with  the  roads,  were  able  to 
avoid  collision  with  anything  more  than  our  advance  and  rear  guard. 
About  a  mile  from  The  Hague  they  made  a  slight  stand,  but  were 
driven  by  our  charge  and  chased  into  the  tillage.  At  every  cross- 
road the  enemy  would  separate,  each  squad  taking  a  different  path, 
until  our  cavalry  found  themselves  pursuing  only  three  men.  These 
Avere  captured  and  sent  back  toward  the  main  column,  but  were 
retaken,  together  with  a  portion  of  their  guard,  on  the  way.  Nothing 
was  found  at  The  Hague  of  any  value.  At  the  point  where  the  skirmLsh 
commenced  there  was  a  blacksmith's  shop  and  quite  an  extensive  wheel- 
wright's establishment.  These,  with  a  granary  containing  500  bushels 
of  wheat,  were  burned.  I  now  decided  to  return.  1  could  have 
marched  through  in  any  direction,  but  it  seemed  unwise  to  continue 
the  risk  of  occasionally  losing  a  few  men  when  the  damage  inflicted  on 
the  enemy  was  so  trilling  and  the  results  secured  so  unsubstantial. 
Four  small  store-houses,  filled  with  grain,  tobacco,  and  bacon,  were 
destroyed,  and  twenty-six  head  of  cattle  and  fifty  sheei)  were  driven 
before  us  on  our  march  back  to  Kinsale.  Abundant  rations  of  fresh 
meat  were  issued  to  the  troops,  and  at  11  p.  m.  I  ordered  a  portion  of 
them  to  re-embark.  By  3  o'clock  all  were  on  board,  and  we  dropi)ed 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  army  gunboats  throwing  a  few 
shells  as  a  farewell  present  to  the  rebels,  who  were  concealed  in  the 
background  of  woods. 

*  See  l>.  542. 
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The  casualties,  Avliich  were  all  among  the  cavalry,  were  1  commis- 
sioued  officer  and  5  enlisted  men  wounded.  Five  cavalrymen  were 
captured  from  us.  Including  2  of  the  wounded,  and  2  of  the  enemy's 
men  were  captured  and  retained  by  us.  Four  citizens,  of  suspicious 
antecedents,  were  also  taken  and  brought  away.  The  enemy  followed 
us  closelyon  our  return  and  twice  charged  our  rear  guard,  but  were 
repulsed.  It  is  not  supposed  that  their  loss  was  equal  to  ours.  My 
prisoners  I  have  turned  over  to  provost-marshal  at  Point  Lookout,  and 
my  force  is  now  on  its  way  to  the  White  House,  as  ordered. 

In  closing  my  report  I  desire  to  call  to  the  notice  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  the  services  of  Captain  .James,  assistant  quarter- 
master at  Fortress  Monroe,  who  rendered  me  important  aid  with  the 
utmost  alacrity. 

I  inclose  the  report  of  Captain  Harris,  of  the  Mosswood,  who  was 
sent  to  patrol  the  Rappahannock  during  our  operations  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  ROBERTS, 
Colonel  139th  Neic  Yorlc  Volunteem,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff  to  Lieutenant-General  Commanding. 

[lucloaiire.] 

TT.  S.  Army  (rUN-BOAT  Mosswood, 

White  House,  Va.,  March  14,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  General  Roberts, 
on  the  11th  instant,  I  proceeded  up  the  Rappahannock  River  as  far 
as  Urbana,  where  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  other  gunboats.  During 
the  night  I  picked  uj)  a  darkey,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had 
three  pieces  of  artilleiy  near  Lowiy's  Point.  On  the  morning  of  the 
12th  instant  I  was  signaled  by  the  steamer  Morse  that  she  had  been 
attacked  by  a  shore  battery.  I  immediately  got  under  way,  steamed 
up  the  river,  found  the  Morse  out  of  range  of  the  battery,  but  continu- 
ing a  heavy  Are  with  her  100-pounder  Parrott.  When  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  battery  1  opened  fire,  which  they  returned 
briskly,  their  shot  going  over  and  far  beyond  us.  After  a  spirited 
engagement  of  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  they  were  compelled  to 
withdraw.  I^aid  off  and  on,  but  finding  tliat  they  did  not  reaxjpear  I 
dropped  down  the  river  and  anchored.  The  steamer  Commodore  Read, 
Lieutenant-Conmiander  Hooker,  then  came  in  sight.  Captain  Hooker 
requested  me  to  drop  down  the  river  and  ascertain  if  there  were  any 
guns  at  Jones'  Point,  also  to  communicate  with  your  forces,  if  possible. 
During  the  night  I  received  orders  to  report  at  this  place,  where  I 
arrived  at  4  p.  m. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  naval  forces  for  lying  by  me  while  my 
vessel  was  ashore  and  assisting  me  in  getting  afloat. 
1  am,  captain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ARNOLD  HARRIS, 

Commanding. 

[Capt.  William  S.  Hubbell, 

Asuistan t  Adjv tan t- General. ] 


CHAP.  LVni.l  SKIRMISH  NEAR  PEACH   GROVE,  VA.  561 

MABCH  12,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Peach  Grove,  Va. 

RKPOKTS. 

\o.  1. — Col.  William  Gamble,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Separate 

Brigade,  Department  of  Washington. 
No.  2. — Col.  Henry  S.  Gansevoort,  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

R^ort  of  Col.  William  Gamble,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Separate  Brigade,  Department  of  Washington. 

Headquarters  Separate  Brigade, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  Va,,  March  12, 1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  :  The  patrol  of  one  oflBcer,  sergeant,  and  twenty  men,  Thir- 
teenth New  York  Cavalry,  was  attacked  by  guerrillas  at  1  p.  m.  about 
two  miles  beyond  Vienna,  this  side  of  Peach  Grove  stockade.    Lieuten- 
ant Cuyler  was  with  the  party,  and  reports  by  signal  from  Vienna  2  men 
killed,  5  wounded,  6  horses  killed,  and  1  wounded.    The  balance  of  the 
patrol  came  into  Vienna.    A  detailed  report  will  be  sent  so  soon  as 
received.    I  have  ordered  a  squadron  Irom  Prospect  Hill  to  march  < 
through  the  woods  one  mile  west  on  the  flank  of  the  daily  patrol  until 
the  cavalry  now  out  returns,  when  the  country  in  front  will  be  swept 
by  the  whole  cavalry  force  at  uight,  and  every  house  examined  from 
here  to  Bull  Run  Mountain,  at  the  same  time,  where  the  guerrillas  stop 
at  night. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  Washington. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  S.  Gansevoort,  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 

Prospect  Hill,  Va.,  March  13, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  at  this  post  for  the 
last  twenty-four  hours.  Yesterday  Lieutenant  Freeman,  Company  H, 
Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  twenty  men,  comprising  the  escort 
for  Vienna,  were  attacked  near  Peach  Grove  by  a  force  of  the  enemy 
in  ambush  in  the  pines,  estimated  from  80  to  100.  The  escort  charged 
the  rebels  and  were  well  handled  by  the  officer  in  command.  In  the 
charge  the  officer  escaped,  but  a  corporal  and  a  private  were  killed  and 
8  men  were  severely  wounded ;  7  (including  3  slightly  wounded)  we^e 
taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  whose  loss,  further  than  1  killed  and 
several  wounded,  is  not  known.  They  left  in  great  haste,  dividing  into 
three  parties,  one  known  to  number  sixty  men.  A  report  reached  me 
this  morning  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  in  front,  endeavoring 
to  cut  off  some  of  t..e  wood  teams.  I  have  just  returned  with  all  my 
available  cavalry  from  near  Dranesville,  without  discovering  anything 
of  the  enemy.  On  this  account  the  escort  was  to-day  delayed. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  H.  S.  GANSEVOORT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  I.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Separate  Brigade. 
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MASCH  12-14,  1865. — Scout  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Nelson  B.  Sweitzer,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  New  Yoek  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Va.,  March  16, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instruc- 
tions from  brigade  headquarters  March  10,  1865, 1  proceeded  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  instant,  with  2  staff  and  10  line  officers  and  3.57 
enlisted  men,  with  three  days'  rations;  6  officers  and  157  enlisted  men 
absent  underCapt.  J.  Schneider;  left  142  dismounted  men  in  camp  and 
4  officers,  2  on  the  sick  report;  the  142  dismounted  men  included  sick 
men  and  men  permanently  disabled  unavailable  for  efficient  mounted 
duty.  Proceeding  by  the  way  of  Dranesville  and  Farmwell  I  reacjhed 
the  vicinity  of  Leesburg  the  morning  of  the  13th.  All  along  the  route 
the  reports  were  that  quite  a  force  of  White's  and  Mosby's  men  were  in 
and  about  Leesburg. 

Making  a  hasty  reconnaissance  of  Leesburg  before  entering  with  the 
whole  command,  I  found  no  force  there;  that  White  and  Mosby  had 
left.  White  for  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah  and  Mosby  for  the  coun- 
try about  Vienna,  &c.  Small  parties  were  seen  about  Leesburg,  but 
would  scatter  to  the  woods  when  pursued.  Thinking  I  might  come 
upon  some  of  the  parties  in  the  direction  of  Hamilton  and  Waterford 
1  pushed  on,  with  an  extended  line  of  skirmishers  and  patrols,  but  found 
nothing  there  but  small  parties  ranging  from  four  to  fifteen,  who  kept 
out  of  range.  Ascertained  that  no  organized  force  of  the  rebels  was 
in  the  country,  and  that  the  report  of  large  force  was  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  the  conscripting  and  impressing  going  on  in  Loudoun  County 
and  to  draw  our  forces  from  the  lower  country  to  assist  marauding 
parties  during  their  absence. 

Moving  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Ball's  Mills  and  Goose  Creek,  hop- 
ing to  come  upon  some  of  the  parties  at  the  fords,  on  the  14th  I  re- 
turned by  the  way  of  Gum  Springs  and  Flint  Hill  to  this  post.  From 
the  opportunities  of  perfect  information  it  is  difficult  to  capture  these 
guerrillas  except  by  detachments  operating  in  concert  and  rapidly,  with 
information  as  to  the  locality  of  the  rebels.  The  force  of  Mosby  and 
White  have  been  scattered  about  the  county  of  Loudoun,  conscripting 
and  impressing  horses  and  provisions,  and  between  which  two  parties 
there  is  great  hostility,  from  their  stealing  each  other's  horses,  &c. 
This  conscripting,  &c.,  is  growing  very  unpopular,  and  I  anticipate 
good  results  to  the  Union  cause,  as  it  leads  to  the  public  moving  in 
self-defense  and  anxious  to  assist  the  Union  forces,  in  which  they  now 
do  but  little.  In  coming  back  I  endeavored  by  lialting  and  stationing 
parties  to  catch  any  small  parties  following  my  rear,  to  pick  up  strag- 
glers, but  the  enemy  was  unusually  wary.  1  had  one  man  and  one  horse 
wounded  during  the  scout,  whicli  comprised  all  the  casualties. 

My  original  plan  was  to  have  scouted  the  country  to  the  Shenandoah 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  obtaining  a  fresh  supi)ly  of  rations,  and  return  over 
a  route  near  the  base  of  the  mountains,  but  the  information  of  the 
guerrillas  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  cavalry  in  making  forays 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  post  decided  my  course  as  decided  above. 
»    I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  li.  SWEITZER, 
Colonel  Sixteenth  Neic  York  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  Charles  I.  Wickersham, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Separate  Brig.,  Fairfax  Gourt-House,  Va. 
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MARCH  14-16,  1865.— Scout  from  Fhilippi  to  Carrick's  Ford,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  George  W.  Cable,  Mf/hth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

PIIILIPVI,  W.  Va.,  March  J6',  1865—6  p.  m. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  you,  1  proceeded  ou  an  expe- 
dition to  Eed  Creek.  Leaving  this  place  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  14th  instant 
I  proceeded  to  Meadowville.  After  passing  throngh  I  halted,  fed,  and 
rested  for  two  hours,  then  took  up  the  march  for  Carrick's  Ford,  cross- 
ing the  road  from  Beverly  to  Saint  George.  Arriving  at  tlie  ford  at  8 
a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I  found  the  river  so  swollen  and  the 
current  so  swift  that  I  deemed  it  dangerous  to  cross.  However,  not 
wishing  to  give  it  up  without  a  trial,  I  selected  four  men  on  the  best 
horses,  and  started  them  across.  As  soon  as  they  got  into  the  channel 
two  of  the  horses  were  taken  off  their  feet  and  swept  down  the  stream, 
and  both  men  and  horses  were  with  difficulty  saved  from  drowning.  I 
then  went  farther  up  and  tried  to  cro.ss  at  other  fords,  but  met  with  no 
better  results.  I  then  returned  to  Clover  Euii,  where  there  was  forage, 
and  camped  for  the  night,  leaving  three  men  to  watch  and  see  whether 
the  river  fell  enough  through  the  night  to  admit  of  a  crossing  the  next 
morning. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the^Bth  the  men  came  in  and  reported  the 
river  still  rising;  also  that  the  cause  of  the  rising  was  the  melting  of 
the  snow  in  the  mountains  and  not  the  rain  that  had  been  pouring  down 
in  torrents  the  previous  night  and  day;  therefore,  1  concluded  not  to 
cross,  for  had  I  succeeded  in  doing  so,  with  the  addition  of  the  fall- 
ing rain,  I  would  have  become  water-bound  and  had  to  remain  in  a 
country  that  would  not  subsist  man  nor  horses.  Accordingly  1  set  out 
on  my  return,  having  marched  up  to  this  time  forty  miles  and  farther, 
the  roads  being  greatly  obstructed  by  falling  timber  and  slides,  which 
made  it  very  hard  traveling,  thus  making  it  impossible  to  have  reached 
Ked  Creek  by  tlie  time  laid  down. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CABLE, 
Firxt  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Maj.  A.  DoTZE, 

Commanding  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


HABCH  14-17,  1865.— Scout  from  New  Creek  to  Moorefield,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  J.  Greenfield,  Tventyseeond  Pennsylvania 

Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Cavalry, 

A'ew  Creek,  W.  Va.,  March  is,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
On  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  your  head- 
quarters, I  left  camp  with  250  men,  arriving  at  Moorefield  6  o'clock 
Wednesday  morning.  On  entering  I  made  such  disposition  of  the 
command  as  I  thought  might  intercept  and  capture  any  parties  that 
might  be  occupying  the  place.    I  there  ascertained,  from  what  I  deemed 
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reliable  authority,  that  all  the  lebtl  forces  in  that  vicinity  had  been 
ordered  to  the  Valley,  there  beiug  no  organized  force  at  Moorefleld, 
Petersburg,  or  Franklin.  I  directed  Captain  McNulty  to  proceed  with 
100  men  rapidly  up  the  South  Fork  eight  or  ten  miles,  which  he  did, 
dispersing  a  small  party  of  guerrillas,  killing  and  wounding  two,  and 
returning  with  a  few  prisoners.  The  river  rising  rapidly  I  was  com- 
pelled to  recross  to  the  west  side.  Two  horses  were  drowned  in  ford- 
ing. Having  marched  rapidly  over  sixty  miles,  I  rested  until  3  a.  m. 
16th.  The  river  not  being  fordable  I  divided  the  command,  one  de- 
tachment, 120  men,  proceeding  via  Petersburg  and  Williamsport,  the 
other  detachment  returning,  via  Mill  Creek  road,  to  Burlington,  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  Owing  to  the  swollen  streams  the  plans  of  the 
general  could  not  be  fully  carried  out.  I  have  the  names  of  a  number 
of  prominent  rebel  citizens  who  have  been  arrested  and  have  taken  the 
oath,  yet  I  doubt  very  much  whether  they  have  kept  it  strictly.  I  could 
not,  however,  obtain  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  them,  therefore  did 
not  arrest  them.  The  two  detachments,  having  arrived  at  Burlington, 
returned  to  camp  at  5  p.  m.  17th,  with  three  prisoners  and  a  number  of 
horses. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  GREENFIELD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty -second  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  H;  J.  Johnson, 

Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Infantry  J>iv.,  Cumberland,  Md. 


MASCH  18,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Dranesville,  Va. 
Report  of  Col.  Henry  S.  Ganseroort,  Thirteenth  Iffeic  Yoric  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  New  T^ork  Cavalry, 

Camp  Lowell,  Prospect  Hill,  Va.,  March  10, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet.  Yesterday  a  party 
of  rebels  crossed  the  front  of  this  line,  coming  from  Vienna.  My  avail- 
able cavalry  being  absent  from  camp,  flanking  the  Vienna  escort,  I 
followed  them  in  person,  with  about  thirty  daily  duty  men,  and  succeeded 
in  overtaking  them  between  Dranesville  and  the  Potomac.  A  skir- 
mish ensued,  in  which  flfteea  of  the  enemy  charged  on  eleven  men  of  this 
regiment  under  Lieutenant  Crawley,  but  were  gallantly  charged  in  turn 
by  him  and  scattered  through  the  pines.  Several  of  the  enemy  are 
known  to  have  been  wounded,  but  escaped — one,  evidently  the  leader, 
through  the  body — and  several  horses  killed;  one  was  taken  prisoner, 
named  Dowell,  who  is  sent  by  escort  to-day  to  your  headquarters. 
Lieutenant  Crawley  received  a  wound  in  the  left  leg.  1  would  respect- 
fully report  that  the  force  of  cavalry  under  my  command  is  insufficient 
for  the  duties  required  at  this  point. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GANSEVOORT, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Netr  York  Cavalry,  Commandiny  Post. 

Capt.  C.  I.  Wickeusham, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Separate  Brigade. 


CHAP.  LVm.]  EXPEDITION  TO  NEAR  WELDON,  N.  C.  5^5 

MARCH  22,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Patterson's  Creek  Station,  W.  Va. 
Report  of  Col.  Daniel  J).  Johnson,  Fourteenth  West  Virginia  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  West  Virginia  Vol.  Infantry, 

Hir  John's  Bun,  W.  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  a  skirmish 
which  occurred  between  a  detachment  of  Company  H,  of  this  regiment, 
and  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  McNeill's  old  command,  on 
the  night  of  22d  instant,  about  nine  miles  and  a  half  from  Patterson's 
Creek  Station  and  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Baker. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant  Lieut.  G.  W.  Jolliffe,  commanding 
Company  H,  sent  out  Lieutenant  Martin  and  eleven  men  as  a  scout. 
On  their  arrival  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Baker,  Lieutenant  Martin  posted 
a  sentinel,  and  entered  the  house  with  the  remainder  of  the  detachment. 
After  remaining  in  the  house  about  an  hour  they  were  aroused  by  the 
liring  of  the  sentinel,  and,  on  rushing  from  the  house,  encountered  at 
the  fence  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry,  about  sixty  in  number.  The  rebels 
made  three  successive  charges  upon  Lieutenant  Martin  and  men,  but 
were  each  time  repulsed,  and  at  last  retreated  in  confusion,  leaving 
upon  the  field  2  men  killed  and  3  wounded.  There  were  also  7  horses 
wounded  and  2  killed.  From  a  subsequent  scout  Lieutenant  Jollifte 
has  ascertained  that  the  rebels  took  with  them  several  wounded  men 
when  they  retreated.  None  of  Lieutenant  Martin's  men  were  struck. 
Lieutenant  Martin's  detachment  was  armed  with  Henry  rifles,  and  it 
is  supposed  the  rebels  thought  from  the  rapid  firing  that  his  force  was 
much  larger  than  it  really  was. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  JOHNSON, 

Cohnel. 
Lieut.  J.  W.  Overture, 

AcUf.  Asat.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Infty.  J)iv.,  Dept.  of  IV.  Va. 


MARCH  28-AFRIL  11,  1865. — Expedition  from  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  to  near 
Weldon,  N.  C.,  with  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Col.  Edwin  V.  Sumner,  First  Netc  YorTc  Mounted  Rifles. 

Headquarters  First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles, 

Suffolk,   Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  command: 

On  Tuesday, the 28th  day  of  March,  the  regiment,  numbering 700  men, 
was  embarked  at  Deep  Bottom  and  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  Va.  It 
was  there  disembarked  and  encamped  at  Getty's  Station  until  Friday, 
:March  31,  18G3.  March  31,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walsh,  Thirteenth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  reported  to  me  with  300  infantry.  This  por- 
tion of  the  command,  with  supplies  for  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  were 
sent  by  transports  through  the  canal  to  Winton,  N.  C.  The  cavalry 
marched  from  Suffolk  Saturday  morning,  April  1,  encamping  at  night 
within  three  miles  of  Winton.  A  party  was  sent  down  to  the  crossing 
to  meet  the  gunboats  and  transports.  They  were  not  there  and  did 
not  arrive  until  the  next  evening,  making  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours. 
This  delay  was  unfortunate,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  the  enemy  timely 
notice,  and  the  necessary  preparations  to  meet  us  were  made.    On  the 
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arrival  of  the  ferry  boats  the  cavalry  was  immediately  crossed,  taking 
until  daylight  next  morning  to  complete  the  work.  Leaving  the  infan- 
try with  the  boats,  I  pushed  on  immediately  with  the  cavalry  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  reaching  Jackson  about  9  p.  m.  A  strong  mounted 
picket  of  the  enemy  was  stationed  here,  which  my  advance  pushed 
through  the  town  toward  Weldon,  capturing  three  of  the  number.  1 
halted  at  Jackson  to  rest  ray  horses  a  few  hours.  I  ascertained  while 
there  that  there  was  a  sufficient  force  at  Weldon  to  prevent  my  gain- 
ing the  bridge.  I  therefore  determined  to  leave  Weldon  on  my  left  and 
strike  the  railroad,  if  possible,  between  that  place  and  Hicksford. 

We  left  Jackson  at  4  a.  m.  April  4,  reaching  the  Seaboard  Eailroad 
at  a  point  about  seven  miles  from  Weldon  at  daylight.  I  was  engaged 
in  tearing  up  this  road  when  a  train  with  troops  on  board  came  in  sight 
from  the  direction  of  Margaretsville,  in  my  rear.  The  troops,  infan- 
try, jumped  from  the  cars,  formed  line,  and  attacked.  My  men  were 
prepared  for  them,  and  soon  drove  them  back  to  the  train,  capturing 
five  enlisted  men.  This  force  was  said  to  be  between  400  and  500 
strong,  with  one  section  of  artillery,  under  command  of  General  Whit- 
more  [Colonel  Whitford?].  As  soon  as  they  were  driven  back  to  the 
(!ars  and  were  on  board,  the  train  pushed  rapidly  back  out  of  my  reach. 
With  thisforce  on  the  Seaboard  road,  Weldon,  and  Hickstbrd  well  garri- 
soned, I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  go  farther  toward  the  Weldon  road, 
and  returned  the  same  day  to  Rich  Square.  I  could  hear  no  favorable 
news  from  either  of  our  armies.  On  the  other  hand  rumors  most  un- 
favorable reached  us  hourly.  The  force  sent  out  from  Suffolk,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Lewis,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  composed  of  200 
cavalry,  100  infantry,  and  a  section  of  artillery,  to  co-operate  with  me, 
and  take  and  hold  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Meherrin,  had  not  been 
successiiil,  and  as  they  were  not  able  to  reach  the  bridge  had  retired. 
The  infantry  and  artillery  returned  to  Suffolk.  The  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Lewis,  met  me  on  my  return  to  Wiiitou.  The  night  of  April  4 
I  encamped  at  Eich  Square.  This  place  is  and  has  been  a  Government 
<lei)ot.  A  large  amount  of  cotton  is  collected  here  and  in  the  surround- 
ing country.  It  is  sent  from  Eich  Square  across  the  Chowan  about 
Edenton,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds  are  brought  back  in  return.  They 
have  been  exchanging  from  10,000  to  20,000  pounds  per  week,  at  the 
rate  of  a  pound  of  cotton  for  a  i)ound  of  bacon.  From  Eich  Square  I 
marched,  on  the  5th  instant,  to  Murfreesborough,  communicating  there 
with  the  gun-boats  on  the  Meherrin  Eiver.  The  transports  were  brought 
up  to  Murfreesborough,  and  I  collected  and  put  on  board  of  them 
seventy  bales  of  cotton.  Negroes  to  the  number  of  150  had  joined  my 
command ;  they  were  furnished  transportation  and  rations.  A  battalion 
of  North  Carolina  cavalry  was  stationed  near  Murfreesborough.  Of 
their  number  1  officer  and  5  enlisted  men  were  ca])tured ;  the  rest  got 
out  of  the  way.  A  few  good  horses  were  taken,  but  my  loss  is  equal 
to  my  gain  in  that  respect.  The  cotton  was  sent  by  water  to  Norfolk, 
and  turned  over  to  Captain  Blunt,  assistant  quartermaster.  The 
infantry  under  Colonel  Walsh  also  returned  to  that  place.  My  regi- 
ment is  now  occupying  the  vacant  houses  in  this  town.  My  horses  are 
in  good  condition  and  ready  for  duty.  I  resjjectfully  ask  that  we  may 
not  be  left  unoccupied  at  this  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Colonel  First  N'ew  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Comdg.  Regiment, 

[Bvt.  Col.  Edward  W.  Smith,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  D^artment  of  Virginia. 
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HABCH  29-APBIL  9,  1865.— The  Appomattox  (Virgmia)  Campaign. 
sum:m;a.ry   of  thk  pbincii'a.l  event's. 

Mar.    29, 1865. — Engagement  at  Lewis  Farm  near  Gravelly  Eun. 

Skirmish  at  junction  of  thn  Quaker  and  Boydton  Roads. 
Skirmish  on  the  Vaughau  Road,  near  Hatcher's  Run. 
30,  1865. — Skirmishes  on  the  line  of  Hatcher's  Eun  and  Gravelly  Eun. 

Skirmish  near  Five  Forks. 
31, 1865. — Engagement  at  the  White  Oak  Road,  or  White  Oak  Ridge. 
Action  at  Hatcher's  Eun,  or  Boydton  Road. 
Action  at  Crow's  House. 
Kngagement  at  Dinwiddle  Court-House. 
Apr.      1, 1865.— Battle  of  Five  Forks. 

Skirmish  at  the  White  O.ak  Road. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin,  U.  S.  Army,  relieves  Maj.  Gen.  Gouv- 
ernenr  K.  Warren  of  the  command  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Apr.      2, 1865. — Eug.tgement  at  Sutherland's  Station,  South  Side  Railroad. 

Assault  upon  and  capture  of  fortified  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
Skirmish  at  Gravelly  Ford,  on  Hatcher's  Run. 
Action  at  Scott's  Cross-Roads. 
3, 1865. — Occupation  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg  by  the  Union  forces. 

Action  atNamozine  Church. 
4, 1865. — Skirmish  at  Tabernacle  Church)  or  Beaver  Pond  Creek. 
4-5, 1865. — Skirmish  at  Amelia  Court-House. 
5, 1865. — Skirmish  at  Paine's  Cross-Eoads. 

Engagement  at  Amelia  Springs. 
6, 1865. — Engagement  at  Sailor's  Creek. 

Skirmish  at  Flat  Creek,  near  Amelia  Springs. 
Action  near  High  Bridge. 
Engagement  at  Rice's  Station. 
7, 1865.— Engagement  at  High  Bridge. 
Engagement  at  Farmville. 
Skirmish  at  Prince  Edward  Court-House. 
8, 18^.  —Engagement  at  Appomattox  Station. 
9, 1865. — ^Engagement  at  Appomattox  Court-Honse. 

Surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  at  Appomattox  Court- 
House  (Clover  Hill). 

REPORTS,    ETC.* 

jy'o.  1. Organization  of  the  Union  Forces  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Ulysses  S. 

Grant. 

j{o_  2. Return   of   casualties  iu  the  Union   Forces    commanded  by  Lieut.   Gen. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant,  March  29-April  9,  1865. 
jfo.  3. General  summary  of  casualties  in  the  Union  Forces  operating  against  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  January  1  to  April 9, 1865. 
No.  4.— Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
No.  5.— Lieut.  Francis  H.  Parker,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 
No.  6.— Surg.  Thomas  A.   McParlin,  U.  S.  Army,  Medica;i  Director,  of  operations 

January  1-June  30. 
>'o.  7.— Surg.  John   A.   Lidell,   U.    S.   Army,   Inspector   of  Medical  and  Hospital 

Department. 
No.  8.— Surg.  George  B.  Parker,  U.  S.  Army,  iu  charge  of  Depot  Field  Hospital,  of 

operations  March  27-June  30. 
No.    9.— Capt.  Charles  L.  Davis,  Chief  Signal  Officer. ^ 

»  See  also  reports  of  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  (pp.  50-58),  Surg.  T.  Rush  Spencer  (p. 
263),  and  Journal  of  Capt.  Jed.  Hotchkiss  (p.  510). 
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No.  10.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  N.  Macy,  Tweutietli  Massachusetts  IiUuntry,  coni- 

manding  Provost  Guard. 
No.  11.— Capt.  Kichard  G.  Lay,  Third   U.  S.  Infantry,   commanding  Headquarters 

Guard. 
No.  12.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Engineer  Brigade. 
No.  13.— Bvt.  Col.  Ira  Spaulding,  Fiftieth  New  York  Engineers. 
No.  14.— Bvt.  Maj.  Franklin  Harwood,  U.  S.   Army,  commanding  Battalion  U.  S. 

Engineers. 
No.  15.— Bvt.  Maj.  William  H.  Paine,  Aide-de-Camp. 
No.  16.— Bvt.  Capt.  Charles  W.  Howell,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers. 
No.  17.— Lieut.  Charles  B.  Phillips,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers. 
No.  18.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Artillery. 
No.  19.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding Siege  Train,  of  operations  April  1-May  31. 
No.  20.— Lieut.   William  H.  Rogers,   commanding    detachment  First   Connecticut 

Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  21.— Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  A.  Humphreys,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Army 

Corps. 
No.  22. — Surg.  Charles  Page,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 
No.  23. — Asst.  Surg.  Charles  Smart,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector,  of  operations 

March  1-April  30. 
No.  24. — Capt.  John  G.  Pelton,  Foarteenth  Connecticut  Infantry,  Chief  of  Ambu. 

lances. 
No.  25. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  U.  S.  Army,  conuuanding  First  Division. 
No.  26.— Col.  George  W.  Scott,  Sixty-first  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 
No.  27. — Capt.  Lucius  H.  Ives,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry. 
No.  28. — Lieut.  Col.  Welcome  A.  Crafts,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Infantry. 
No.  29. — Capt.  Francis  E.  Humphreys,  Second  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  30. — Maj.  George  W.  Schaffer,  Sixty-first  Now  York  Infantry. 
No.  31. — Capt.  William  A.  F.  Stockton,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 
No.  32. — Col.  Robert  Nugent,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 
No.  33. — Capt.  Patrick  H.  Bird,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  34. — Capt.  William  H.  Terwilliger,  Sixty-third  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  35. — Lieut.  Col.  James  J.  Smith,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  36. — Lieut.  Col.  Denis  F.  Burke,  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  37. — Maj.  Seward  F.  Gould,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  38. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  D.  MacDougall,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New 

York  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  39. — Lieut.  Col.  Anthony  Pokorny,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  40.— Maj.  John  MoE.  Hyde,  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  41. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Karples,  Fifty-second  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  42. — Lieut  Col.  Lewis  W.  Husk,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  43.— Lieut  Col.  Joseph  Hyde,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  44.— Capt.  I.  Hart  Wilder,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  45. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  Ramsey,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  commanding 

Fourth  Brigade. 
No.  46.— Lieut.  Col.  William  Glenny,  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  47.— Capt.  Nathaniel  P.  Lane,  Sixty-sixth  Now  York  Infantry. 
No.  48.— Col.  William  M.  Mintzer,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  49. — Capt.  John  E.  Weltner,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  50. — Capt.  James  H.  Hamlin,  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  51,— Capt,  JobtiF,  Sutton,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
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No.  52.— Col.  George  T.  Egbert,  One  hundred  and  eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  53.— Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 
No.  54.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  C.  Barlow,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 
No.  55.— Col.  William  A.  Olmsted,  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 
No.  56.— Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Spaulding,  Nineteenth  Maine  Infantry. 
No.  .57.— Col.  James  P.  Mclvor,   One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  York  lulautry, 

commanding  Second  Brigade. 
No.  58.— Col.  Daniel  Woodall,  First  Delaware  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Hrigade. 
No.  59. — Capt.  J.  Frank  Morgan,  Fo.irteentli  Connecticut  Infantry. 
No.  60.— Maj.  John  T.  Dent,  First  Delaware  Infantry. 
No.  61.— Maj.  Henry  F.  Chew,  Twelfth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 
No.  62. — Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Hopper,  Tenth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  63. — Lieut.  Col.  Francis  E.  Pierce,  One  hundred  and  eighth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  64. — Capt.  Charles  McAnally,  Sixty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  65. — Capt.  John  H.  Gallager,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  66. — Lieut.  Col.  Francis  W.  H.  Baldwin,  Seventh  West  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  67. — Brig.  Gen.  Regis  deTrobriand,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 
No.  68. — Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobriand,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
No.  69. — Col.  Russell  B.  Shepherd,  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 
No.  70. — Brig.  Gen.  Byron  R.  Pierce,  U.  S.  Army,  conniiandiiig  ISecoud  Brigade. 
No.  71. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  McAllister,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 
No.  72. — Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  John  G. Hazard,  FiiBt  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manding Artillery  Brigade. 
-Capt.  J.  Webb  Adams,  Tenth  Battery  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 
-Maj.  Gen.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Army 

Corps. 
-Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  (triffin,  U.  S.  Army,  commaudiug  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
-Asst.  Surg.  Charles  K.  Wiuue,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector. 
-Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  GrifiSn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
-Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Edgar  M.  Gregory,  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 
No.  80. — Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Myers,  One  hundred  and  eighty-seventh  New  York  Infan- 
try. 
No.  81. — Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  Doolittle,  One  hundred  aud  eighty-eightli  New  York  Infan 

try. 
No.  82. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  (i.  Townsend,  One  hundred  and  eighty-ninth  New  York 
Infantry. 
-Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett,  U.  S.  Army,  coiiiniauding  Third  Brigade. 
-Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  Pearson,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry,  commanding  Tliird  Brigade. 
-Capt.  George  R.  Abbott,  First  Maine  Sharpshooters. 
-Capt.  Charles  F.  Sawyer,  First  Maine  Sharpshooters. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Walter  G.  Morrill,  Twentieth  Maine  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Eli  G.  Sellers,  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Iiifjintry. 
-Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  O'Neill,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 
-Maj.  John  A.  Cline,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
-Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Romeyn  B.  Ayres,  U.  S.  Aimy,  commanding  Second  Division. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hayes,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
-Col.  David  L.  Stanton,  First  Maryland  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
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No.  94.— Hvt.  lirig.  Gfii.  James  Gwyii,  One  liuiidreU  iiii<l  cightefsnth  Peuusylvauia 
Infantry,  couimaiidiug  Third Krigadc. 

No.  9.5.— Hvt.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Pattee,  One  hundred  and  ninetieth  Pcnnsylvanit^  Infan- 
try, commanding  One  hundred  and  (Ifty-seventh,  One  hundred  and  nine- 
tieth, and  One  hundred  and  ninety-fir.st  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  UG.- l>icut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Wituiau,  Two  hundred  .ind  tenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry. 

No.  97.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Crawford,  U.  S.  Ara.y.  ronnuandiug  Tliird  Divis- 
ion. 

No.  9«.— Col.  John  A.  Kellogg,  Sixth  \Vi8C(«n.sin  Infantry,  commanding  I'irst 
Brigade. 

No.    99.— CoL  Jonathan  Tarbell,  Ninety-first  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  100.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Baxter,  U.  S.  Army,  commaudiug  Second  Brigade. 

No.  101.— Lieut.  Col.  Rouse  S.  Egelston,  Ninety-seventh  New  York  Infantry . 

No.  102.— Col.  Thomas  F.  McCoy,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  103.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Eichard  Coulter,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

No.  104.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Wainwright,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 

No.  105.— Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixth  Army  Corps. 

No.  10»i.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  107.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Penrose,  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

No.  108.— Lieut.  Col.  Baldwin  Hufty,  Fourth  Now  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.  109.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hamhlin,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

No.  110.— Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Fisk,  Sixty-iifth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  111. — Bvt.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott,  One  hundred  and  .twenty-first  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  112.— Lieut.  Col.  John  Harper,  Ninety-fifth  I'ennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  113.— Capt.  James  T.  Stuart,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding 
Sharpshooters. 

No.  114. — Col.  Oliver  Edwards,  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  eonnnanding 
Third  Brigade. 

No.  115. — Capt.  Archibald  Hoi)kins,  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  116. — Bvt.  Col.  Baynton  ,J.  Hickman,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  117. — Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett,  Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  118. — Maj.  William  C.  Gray,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  119. — Lieut.  Col.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  Second  Rhode  Island  Infantry. 

No.  120. — Col.  Thomas  S.  Allen,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  121. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty,  U.  S.  .\rniy,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  122. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  A.  Millikeu,  Forty-third  New  York  Infantry,  Division 
Officer  of  the  Day. 

No.  123. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  com 
nianding  First  Brigade. 

No.  124. — Capt.  B.  Frank  Hean,  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  125. — Capt.  Bernhard  Gessler,  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  126. — Maj.  James  McGregor,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  In 
fantry. 

No.  127. —Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  128. — Lieut.  Col.  Ronald  A.  Kennedy,  Fifth  Vermont  Infantry. 

No.  129.— Col.  Thomas  W.  Hyde,  First  Maine  Veteran  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  130. — Capt.  Augustus  Merrill,  Company  B,  First  Maine  Veteran  Infantry. 

No.  131. — Brig.  Gep.  I'ruman  Seymonr,  U.  S.  -\rmy,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  132.— Col.  AVilliam  S.  Truex,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade 
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No.  133.— Bvt.  Maj.  Hiram  W.  Day,  One  hnnilrecl  and  sixth  New  York  Infantry,  Bri- 
gade Inspector. 

No.  134. — Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  J.  Janeway,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.  135.— Col.  Andrew  N.  McDonald,  Oue  hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Ii  fantry. 

No.  136.— Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Bogardns,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York 
Infantry. 

No.  137.— Capt.  James  Tearney,  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  138. — Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry. 

No.  139. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Warren  Kelfer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  140.— Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  C.  Hill,  Sixth  Maryland  Infantry. 

No.  141. — Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 

No.  142.— Bvt.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  143. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  M.  Comyn,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio 
Infantry. 

No.  144. — Col.  Benjamin  F.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  145. — Maj.  William  G.  Williams,  Oue  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry, 
commanding  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  146. — Col.  Matthew  R.  McClennan,  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry. 

No.  147. — Bvt.  Maj.  Andrew  Cowan,  First  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manding Artillery  Brigade. 

No.  148. — Capt.  Augustin  N.  Parsons,  Battery  A,  First  New  Jersey  Light  Artillery. 

No.  149. — Bvt.  Capt.  Orsamns  K.  Van  Etten,  First  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  150. — Bvt.  Maj.  William  A.  Haru,  Third  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  151. — Capt.  Crawford  Allen,  jr.,  Battery  H,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery. 

No.  152.— Lient.  John  R.  BrinckM,  Battery  E,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  153. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Paike,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Nintli  .\rmy  Corps. 

No.  154. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Divis- 
ion. 

No.  155. — Col.  Samuel  Harrimau,  Thirty-seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  156. — Col.  Charles  Waite,  Twenty-seventh  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  1.^7. — Lieut.  Col.  Colwert  K.  Pier,  Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  command- 
ing One  hundi-ed  and  ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  158. — Maj.  Robert  N.  Roberts,  Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  159. — Bvt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  160.=— Capt.  Albert  A.  Day,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  161. — Lient.  Col.  Adolph  Becker,  Forty-sixth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  162. — Col.  James  Bintliff,  Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade. 

No.  163. — Capt.  John  M.  Deaue,  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  164. — Maj.  Ezra  P.  Gould,  Fifty -ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  165. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  M.  Clough,  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire  Infantry. 

No.  166. Maj.  Norman  J.  Maxwell,  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  167. Bri".  Gen.  Simon  G.  Griffin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  168. Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  I.  Curtin,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

Xo.  169. Brig.  Gen.  Simon  G.  Griffin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  170. Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  F.  Hartranft,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

Ifo.  171. Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  H.  McCall,  Two  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

commanding  First  Brigade. 


362  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     [Chap.  LVm. 

No.  172.— Col.  Alfred  B.  McCalmont,  Two  hundred  and  eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  173.— Col.  Joseph  A.  Mathews,  Two  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  174.— Col.  Eobert  C.  Cox,  Two  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

No.  175.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  .John  C.  Tidball,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding Artillery  Brigade. 

No.  176.— Capt.  Adelbert  B.  Twitchell,  Seventh  Battery  Maine  Light  Artillery. 

No.  177.— Bvt.Maj.  Charles  A.  Phillips,  Battery  E,  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 

No.  178.— Capt.  Richard  S.  Milton,  Ninth  Battery  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 

No.  179.— Capt.  Edward  J.  Jones,  Eleventh  Battery  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 

No.  180. — Capt.  Joseph  W.  B.  Wright,   Fourteenth   Battery  Massachusetts   Light 
Artillery. 

No.  181.— Bvt.  Maj.  Christian  Woemer,  Third  Battery  New  Jersey  Light  Artillery. 

No.  182.— Capt.  David  F.  Ritchie,  Battery  C,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  183.— Capt.  Angell  Matthewson,  Battery  E,  First  New  York  Light  ArtUlery. 

No.  184.— Lieut.  George  H.  Barse,  Battery  E,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  185.— Capt.  Samuel  A.  McClellan,  Battery  G,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  186.— Bvt.  Maj.  George  Breck,  Battery  L,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  187. — Capt.  Edward  W.  Rogers,  Nineteenth  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  188.— Capt.  John  B.  Eaton,  Twenty-seventh  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  189. — Bvt.  Maj.  Jacob  Roemer,  Thirty-fourth  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  190. — Capt.  William  McClelland,  Battery  B,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery. 

No.  191. — Capt.  Samuel  H.  Rhoads,  Battery  D,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery. 

No.  192. — Lieut.  Valentine  H.  Stone,  Batteries  C  and  I,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  193. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  commanding  Independent  Brigade. 

No.  194. — Col.  Charles  F.  Walcott,  Sixty-first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  195. — Col.  Jacob   B.  Hardenbergh,  Eightieth  New  "York  Infantry  (Twentieth 
Militia). 

No.  196. — Col.  Andrew  H.  Tippin,  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  197. — Lieut.  Col.  Robert  E.  Winslow,  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  198. — Capt.  John  R.  Waterhouse,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry. 

No.  199. — Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry. 

No.  200. — ^Bvt.Maj.Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of 
the  Shenandoah. 

No.  201. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  202. — Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Gibbs,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Reserve  Brigade. 

No.  203. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  204. — Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington,  Third  Now  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  205. — Maj.  James  Bliss,  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade. 

No.  206. — Col.  John  J.  Coppinger,  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  207. — Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  Hall,  First  Vermont  Cavalry. 

No.  208. — Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

No.  209. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  Davies,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  210. — IJaj.  Walter  R.  Robbins,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry. 

No.  211. — Col.  Samuel   B.  M.  Young,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 
No.  212. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.  Smith,  First  Maine  Cavalry,  commanding  Third 

Brigade. 
No.  213. — Maj.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  James. 
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No.  214.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  S.  Michie,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 

No.  215.— Maj.  Henry  B.  Scott,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (unattached). 

No.  216.— Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Lathrop,  Adjutant  ]'"onrtli  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

No.  217.— Maj.  Gen.   George   L.    Hartsuff,   U.   S.   Army,   commanding  Defenses  of 

Bermuda  Hundred. 
No.  218. — Bvt.  Miij.  Gen.  Edward  Ferrero,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  Infantry  Division. 
No.  219.— Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Twenty -fourth  Army 

Corps. 
No.  220.— Lieut.  Frederick  J.  Amsden,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  221.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 
No.  222.— Col.  Thomas  O.  Osborn,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 
No.  223. — Capt.  Homer  A.  Plynipton,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  224.— Col.  Alvin  C.  Voris,  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  225. — Col.  JamesC.  Briscoe,One  hundred  and  ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  226. — Col.  George  B.  Dandy,  One  hundredth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 
No.  227. — Capt.  Francis  G.  Hickerson,  Tenth  Connecticut  Infantry. 
No.  228. — Capt.  Henry  ('.  Adams,  Eleventh  Maine  Infantry. 
No.  229. — Capt.  Edwin  Nichols,  One  hundredth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  230. — Col.  Harrison  S.  Fairchild,  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 

Fourth  Brigade. 
No.  231. — Lieut.  Col.  Edward  A.  True,  Eighth  Maine  lufantiy. 
No.  232. — Capt.  Edward  H.  Reynolds,  Eighth  Maine  Infantry. 
No.  233. — Capt.  William  Dobie,  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  234. — Col.  John  B.  Murray,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  235. — Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  McNary,  One  hundred  and  iifty-eightJi  New  York 

Infantry. 
No.  236. — Capt.  George  H.  Hill,  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  237. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Devens,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 
No.  238. — Capt.  George  A.   Bruce,  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  Officer  of 

the  Pick«!ts. 
No.  239. — Maj.  Charles  Warren,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Infantry,  First  Brigade. 
No.  240. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Turner,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Independent 

Division. 
No.  241. — Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Potter,  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 
No.  242. — Lieut.  Col.  Horace  Kellogg,  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry. 
No.  243. — Col.  William  B.  Curtis,  Twelfth  West  Virginia  Infantry,   commanding 

Second  Brigade. 
No.  244. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  M.  Harris,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  245. — Capt.  George  T.  Anthony,  Seventeenth  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 
No.  246. — Capt.  Samuel  S.  Elder,  Battery  B,  First  U.  S.  Artillery. 
No.  247.— Lieut.  Charles  P.  Muhlenberg,  Battery  A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 
No.  248. — Maj.  Gen.  Godfrey  Weitzel,  U.S.  Army,  commanding  detachment  Army  of 

the  James. 
No.  249. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  H.  .lackson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps. 
No.  250. — Surg.  Charles  P.  Heichhold,  Eighth   IF.   S.  Colored  Troops,  Surgeon-in- 

Chief. 
No.  251. — Lieut.  Dilwyn  V.  Purington,  Seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster. 
No.  252. — Capt.  Henry  F.   Hawkes,  Commissary  of  Sulisistence,  U.   S.  Army,  Chief 

Commissary. 
No.  253. — Col.  James  Shaw,  jr.,  Seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Tr-oops,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 
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No.  254. — Bvt.  Brig.  Geu.  Ulysses  Doubleday,  Forty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  com- 
mauding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  255. — Col.  Samuel  C.  Armstrong,  Eighth  T'.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  256.— Col.  Llewellyn  F.  Haskell,  Forty-lirst  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  257.— Maj.  Theodore  C.  Glazier,  Forty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  258. — Lieut.  Col.  James  Givin,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops. 

No.  259. — Col.  William  AV.  Woodward,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  260. — Brig.  Gen.  Banald  S.  Mackenzie,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion. 

No.  261. — Col.  Robert  M.  West,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  First  Brigade 

No.  262. — Maj.  J.  Stannard  Baker,  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry,  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  263. — Col.  Andrew  W.  Evans,  First  Maryland  Cavalry. 

No.  264. — Lieut.  Col.  Franklin  A.  Stratton,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  265. — Capt.  Thornton  J.  Elliott,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalrj  . 

No.  266. — Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Kesolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  12, 1862,  and  Section  6  of  Aot  of  Congress 
approved  March  3, 1863. 

No.  267. — General  Kobert  E.Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia. 

No.  268. — Org.inization  of  the  C.  S.  Forces,  commanded  by  General  Kobert  E.  Lee. 

No.  269. — Tabular  statement  of  o£Scers  and  men  of  the  Confederate  Army  paroled  at 
Appomattox  Court-Honse. 

No.  270.— Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

No.  271. — Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Kershaw,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  272. — Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Lane,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  273. — Maj.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  C.  t>.  .\rmy. 

No.  274.— Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Wallace,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  275.— Lieut.  Gen.  Richard  S.  Ewell,  C.  S.  Army. 

No. 276.— Maj.  Gen.  George  W.  C.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army! 

No.  277. — Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Xo.  1. 

Organization  of  the   Union  Forces  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen,  Ulysses  S. 

Grant. 

KSOORT. 

5th  U.  .S.  Cavalry,  Companies  B,  F,  and  K,  Capt.  Julius  W.  Mason. 

IlKADQUAUTKRS    CilTAKI). 

4th  United  States,  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Collins. 

AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gkorgk  G.  Meade. 

^uo^'osT  cuakd. 

Hvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  N.  Macy. 


Ist  Indiana  Cavalry,  Company  K, . 

Ist  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  Edward  A.  Flint. 

Ist  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt.  James  J.  Higginstm. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Walsh. 
11th  United  States,  First  Battalion,  Capt.  Alfred  E.  Latinior. 
14tb  United  States,  Second  Battalion,  Capt.  William  H,  Brown. 
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IIEADliUAKTEltS   OUARP. 

3d  United  States,  Capt.  Richard  G.  Lay. 

quartermaster's  GL'AH1>. 

Independent  Company  Oneida  (New  York)  Cavalry,  Capt.  James  E.  Jenkins. 

ENGINEER   HRIGADK. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Benha.m. 

15th  New  York  (nine  companies),  Col.  Wesley  Brainerd. 
50th  New  York,  Col.  William  H.  Pettes.' 

BATTALION    U.  S.  ENGINEERS. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Franklin  Harwood. 

ARTILLERY. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hunt. 

SIEGE  train. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot. 

Ist  Connecticut  Heavy : 

Maj .  George  Ager. 

Maj.  George  B.  Cook.t 
Connecticut  Light,  3d  Battery,  Capt.  Thomas  S.  Gilbert. 

artillery  reserve. 

Brig.  Geu.  William  HAYs.t 

Maine  Light,  2d  Battery  (B),  Capt.  Charles  E.  Stnbbs. 
Maine  Light,  3d  Battery  (C),  Capt.  Ezekiel  R.  Mayo. 
Maine  Light,  4th  Battery  (D),t  Capt.  Charles  W.  White. 
Maine  Light,  6th  Battery  (F),^  Capt.  William  H.  Rogers. 
Massachusetts  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  ||  Bvt.  Maj.  Charle.<<  A.  Phillips. 
Massachusetts  Light,  9th  Battery, if  Capt.  Richard  S.  Milton. 
Massachusetts  Light,  14th  Battery, ^T  Capt.  Joseph  W.  B.  Wright. 
New  Jersev  Light,  3d  Battery,**  Bvt.  Maj.  Christian  Woemer. 
Ist  New  York  Light,  Battery  C,||  Capt.  David  F.  Ritchie. 
Ist  New  York  Light,  Battery  E,||  Lient.  George  H.  Barse. 
let  New  York  Light,  Battery  G,  **  Capt.  Samuel  A.  McClellan. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  L:|| 

Lieut.  Dewitt  M.  Perine. 

Bvt.  Maj.  George  Breck. 
New  Y^ork  Light,  12th  Battery,^  Capt.  Charles  A.  Clark. 
Ist  Ohio  Light,  Battery  H,i  Capt.  Stephen  W.  Dorsey. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  B,1I  Capt.  William  AlcClelland. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battei-y  F,^  Lieut.  John  F.  Campbell. 
Ist  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  E,t  Lieiit.  Ezra  K.  Parker. 
Vermont  Light,  3d  Battery,}  Capt.  Romeo  H.  Start. 
5th  United  States,  Batteries  C  and  I,*"  Lieut.  Valentine  H.  Stone. 


'  Commanding  detachment  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  remainder  of  regiment  serv- 
ing in  the  Held  under  Bvt.  Col.  Ira  Spaulding  and  other  subordinate  officers. 

t  In  command  from  April  6. 

}  Attached  from  Sixth  Corps. 

9  Attached  from  Second  Corps. 

II  Attached  from  Fifth  Corps  and  detached  with  Ninth  Cor]«s. 
il  Attached  from  the  Reserve  to  the  .N'intli  Corps. 
'"Attached  from  Second  Corps  and  detached  with  Ninth  Corps. 
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SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

2Iaj.  Gen.  Andrkw  A.  Humphreys. 

FIK8T  DIVISION. 

Brt.  Maj.  Geu.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  W.  Scott. 

26tli  Michigan,  Capt.  Lucius  H.  Ives. 

5th  New  Hampshire  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  Welcome  A.  Crafts. 

2d   New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  Oscar  F.  Hulser. 
6l8t  New  York,  Maj.  George  W.  Schaffer. 
8l8t  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Wilson. 
140th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  William  A.  F.  Stockton. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  Nugent. 

28th  Massachusetts  (five  companies),  Capt.  Patrick  H.  Bird. 
63il   New  York  (six  companies),  Capt.  William  H.  Terwilliger. 
69th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  J.  Smith. 
88th  New  York  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Denis  F.  Burke. 
4th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  Seward  V.  Gould. 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Hkniiy  J.  Madill." 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  D.  MacDouoall. 

7th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Anthony  Pokoruy. 
39th  New  York : 

Col.  Augustus  Funk,  t 

Maj.  John  McE.  Hyde. 
52(1    New  York : 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Karples.t 

Maj.  Henry  P.  Ritzins. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Karples. 
111th  New  York: 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  D.  MacDougall. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  W.  Husk. 
125tli  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Hyde. 
126tli  New  York  (battalion) : 

Capt.  John  B.  Geddis.  * 

Capt.  I.  Hart  Wilder. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  Ramsey. 

64th  New  York  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  William  Glenny. 
i)6tU  New  York,  Capt.  Nathaniel  P.  Lane. 

'>'M  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  M.  Miut/er. 
llGth  Pennsylvania: 

Maj.  David  W.Megraw.t 
Capt.  John  R.  Weltuer. 
145th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  James  H.  Hamlin. 
148th  Pennsylvania : 

Capt.  Alfred  A.  Rhinehart.t 
Ca]it.  John  F.  Sutton. 
183d   Pennsylvania,  Col.  George  T.  Egbert. 

*  Wounded  April  2. 

t  Wounded  March  31. 

t  Temporarily  disabled  April  2. 
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SECOND   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays." 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smyth. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  C.  Barlow.! 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  A.  Olmsted. 

19th  Maine: 

Col.  Isaac  W.  Starbird.t 
Lieat.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Spaulding. 
19th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Charles  S.  Palmer. 
20th  Massachusetts,  Lient.  Col.  Arthur  E.  Curtis. 
7th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Greorge  W.  La  Point. 
Ist  Minnesota  (two  companies),  Capt.  Frank  Houston. 
59th  New  York,  Capt.  WilliamLudgate. 
152d   New  York,  Maj.  James  E.  Curtiss. 
184th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  H.  Stover. 
36th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Clement  E.  Warner. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  James  P.  McIvor. 

8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Joel  B.  Baker. 

15dth  New  York,  Capt.  Michael  Doheny. 

Ifttth  New  York,  Capt.  Timothy  J.  Burke. 

170th  New  York,  Capt.  John  Mitchell. 

182d  New  York  (69th  New  York  National  Guard  Artillery),  Capt.  Eobert'Heggart. 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smyth.} 
Col.  Daniel  Woodall. 

14th  Connecticut,  Capt.  .1.  Frank  Morgan. 
1st  Delaware: 

Col.  Daniel  Woodall. 
Maj.  John  T.  Dent. 
12th  New  .Jersey,  Maj.  Henry  F.  Chew. 
10th  New  York  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Hopper. 
108th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  E.  Pierce. 
4th  Ohio  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Calahau. 
69th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Charles  McAnally. 
106th  Pennsylvania  (three  companies),  Capt.  .John  H.  Gallap;er. 
7th  West  Virginia  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Sv.  H.  Baldwin. 

Unattached. 

2d  Company  Minnesota  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  Edward  N.  Schoft'. 

•Assigned  to  command  of  Artillery  Resprve  April  6. 

t  Assigned  April  6. 

t  Wounded  April  7. 

$  Succeeded  General  Hays  in  command  of  division  April  6 ;  was  relieved  same  day 
by  assignment  of  General  Barlow,  and  resumed  command  of  Third  Brigade ;  was 
mortally  wounded  April  7.  During  the  time  Smyth  commanded  the  division. 
Colonel  Woodall  commanded  the  Third  Brigade,  which  he  resumed  April  7,  when 
Smyth  was  wounded. 
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THIRD   I>IVISK)N. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Gkrshom  Mott.' 
Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobriand. 

First  Brigad*.  Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobriank.  Brig.  Gen.  Byron  R.  Pierce. 

Col.  Russell  B.  Shepherd. 

20th  Indiana,  Capt.  John  W.  Shafer.  17th  Maine : 

Ist  Maine  Heavy  Artillery :  Lieut.  Col.  William  Hobson.  * 

Col.  RuBBell  B.  Shepherd.  Maj.  Charles  P.  Mattocks. 

Lieut.  Col.  Zemro  A.  Smith.  1st  Massachusetts     He.avy     Artillery, 

40th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Madison  M.  ;  Maj.  Nathaniel  Shatswell. 

Cannon.  5th  Michigan,  Col.  John  Pulford. 

73d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  W.       93d  New  York,   Lieut.   Col.   Haviland 

Burns.  I  Gifford. 

86th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  H.  |    57th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  George  Zinn. 

Vincent.  !  105th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  James  Miller. 

124th  New  York,  Lient.  Col.  Charles  H.  j  141st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph 

Weygant.  H.  Horton. 

99th  Pennsjrivania,  Capt.  Jacob  Giller.  ; 
110th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.   Franklin   B. 
Stewart. 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  McAllister. 

11th  Massachnsetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Rivers. 

7th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Francis  Price. 

8th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Henry  Hartford. 
11th  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Schoonover. 
120th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Abram  L.  Lockwood. 

ARTILLERY   BRIGADE. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Hazard. 

Massachnsetts  Lifrht,  10th  Battery,  Capt.  J.  Wehb  Adams. 
1st  New  Hampshire,  Battery  M,  Capt.  George  K.  Dakin. 
1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  A.  Judson  Clark. 
New  York  Light,  11th  Battery,  Lieut.  James  A.  Manning. 
4th  New  York  Heavy,  Company  C,  Capt.  Richard  Kennedy. 
4th  New  Y^ork  Heavy,  Company  I.,,  Lient.  Frank  SeymoTir. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  William  B.  WeRtcott. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  K,  Bvt.  Capt.  John  W,  Roder. 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin. t 

ESCORT. 

4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  Napoleon  J.  Horrpll. 

PROVOST  OrARD. 

104th  New  York,  Capt.  AVilliam  W.  Graham. 


*  Wounded  April  6. 

t  In  command  from  April  1. 
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FIKST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charlkb  Griffin. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Bartlktt.* 
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First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberi^in. 


Second  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Rrig.  Gen.  Edgar  M.  Gregory. 


?S*?  ??®'^  ^°F^'  ^"^^  Gnstavns  Sniper,  j  187tli  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel 
19Bth  Pennsylvania :  i  Myers. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  !  188th  Now  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  Doo- 
Sickel.t  little. 

Maj.  Edwin  A.  Glenn.}  189th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  G. 

Capt.  John  Stanton.  I  Townseud. 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  Pearson.* 

Maine  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  George  E.  Abbott. 
Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  G.  Morrill. 
Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Cunningham. 
Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  George  Lockley. 
Michigan,?  Bvt.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Partridge. 
Pennsylvania,  Col.  Chauncey  P.  Rogers. 
Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Eli  G.  Sellers. 
Pennsylvania,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  O'Neill. 
Pennsylvania: 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  Pearson. 

Maj.  John  A.  Cline. 


1st 

20th 

32d 

1st 

16th 

83d 

91st 

118th 

15oth 


SECOND   division. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Romevx  B.  Aykes. 


First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Winthrop.J 
Col.  James  Grindlay. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hayes.  || 

5th  New  York  (veteran): 

Capt.  Henry  Schickhardt. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Drum." 
l.'ith  New  York  Heavy  Artillery : 

Lient.  Col.  Michael  Wiedrich.f^ 
Maj.  Lonis  Eiche. 
140th  New  York,  Lient.  Col.  William   S. 

Grantsynn. 
146tli  New  York : 

Col.  James  Grindlay. 
Lieut.  Henry  Loomis. 
Col.  James  Grindlay. 


Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig,  Gen.  Andrew  W.  Denison.** 
Col.  Richard  N.  BowERMAN.f^ 
Col.  David  L.  Stanton. 

Ist  Maryland: 

Col.  David  L.  Stanton. 

Maj.  Robert  Neely. 
4th  Maryland: 

Col.  Richard  N.  Bowerman. 

Maj.  Harrison  Adreon. 
7th  Maryland: 

Lieut.  Col.  David  T.  Bennett.*" 

Maj.  Edward M.  Mobley. 
8th  Maryland,  Lieut.  Col.  Ernest  F.  M. 
Faehtz. 


*  In  command  from  April  1. 
t  Wounded  March  29. 
t  Mortally  wounded  April  1. 

$  Brady's  and  Jardine's  companies  Michigan  Sharpshooters  attached. 
II  In  command  from  April  3. 
f  Wounded  April  1. 
••  Wounded  March  31. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Gwyn. 

3d   Delaware,  Capt.  John  H.  Cade. 
4th  Delaware: 

Capt.  William  H.  Maclary.  * 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Moses  B.  Gist. 
8th  Delaware  (three  companies),  Capt.  John  N.  Bichards. 
157th  Pennsylvania  (four  companiee),  ) 

190th  Pennsylvania,  >  Bvt.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Pattee. 

19l8t  Feunsylvania,  ) 

210th  Pennsylvania : 

Col.  William  Sergeant,  t 
Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Witman. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Crawford. 
First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 


Col.  John  A.  Kellogg. 

91st  New  York,  Col.  Jonathan  Tarbell. 
6th  Wisconsin : 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Kerr.t 
Capt.  Edward  A.  Whaley.^ 
Capt.  Lewis  A.  Kent. 
7th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  HoUon  Rich- 
ardsou.^ 


Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Baxter. 

16th  Maine,  Col.  Charles  W.  Tilden. 
39th  Massachusetts : 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Tremlett.t 
Capt.  Joseph  .J.  Cooper. 
97th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Kouse    S. 

Egelston.p 
nth  Peuusylvania,  Maj.  John  B.  Over- 

myer. 
107th  Pennsylvania,     Col.    Thomas     F. 
McCoy. 


Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  K(chard  Coulter. 

94th  New  York : 

Maj.  Henry  H.  Fish.H 
Capt.  Albert  T.  Morgan."* 
95th  New  York,  Capt.  George  D.  Knight. 
147th  New  York : 

Maj.  Dennis  B.  Dailey.t 
Capt.  James  A.  McKinley. 
56th  Pennsylvania,  >  n,  .   ti  »    x  i 

88th  Pennsylvania,  I  ^*J-  "^"'^  ^-  haycock. 
12lBt  Pennsylvania, tt  Maj.  West  Funk. 
142d  Pennsylvania, tt  Lieut.  Col.  Horatio  N.  Warren.t 

Unattaclted. 

1st  Battalion  New  York  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Clinton  Perry. 

artillery  brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Wainwkight. 

Ist  New  York  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Robert  E.  Rogers. 
Ist  New  York  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Deloss  M.  Johnson. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  H,  Bvt.  Maj.  Charles  E.  Mink. 
15th  New  York  Heavy,  Company  M,  Capt.  William  D.  Dickey. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  B : 

Lieut.  John  Mitoidell.tt 

Lieut.  William  P.  Voso. 
5th  United  States,  Batteries  D  and  G,  Lieut.  Jacob  B.  Rawles. 


•Killed  April  1. 

t  Mortally  wounded  March  31. 

}  Wounded  March  31. 

j  Wounded  April  1. 

II  Wounded  April  2. 


H  Wouuded  March  31  and  killed  April  1. 

**In  command  from  April  3. 

tt  Consolidated  April  1  and  commanded 

bv  Major  Fnnk. 
n  Woiiuded  March  29. 
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SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. 

ESCORT. 

21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Capt.  William  H.  Boyd,  jr. 

FIRST   DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Ma.j.  Gen.  Prank  Wheaton. 


IHrDt  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Pexrosf. 

1st  and    4th  New  Jersey   (battalion), 

Lieut.  Col.  Baldwin  Hufty. 
2d    New  Jersey  (two  companies),  Capt. 

Adolphus  Weiss. 
3d    New  Jersey  (one  company),  Capt. 

Jamos  H.  Comings. 
10th  New  Jersey,   Maj.   James   W.   Mc- 

Neely. 
1,5th  New    Jersey,    Maj.     Ebenezer    W. 

Davis. 
40th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Stephen  R.  Gilky- 
son. 


Second  Ilrigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  K.  Hamblin. 

2d   Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 
James  Hubbard. 
65th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.   Henry  C. 

Fisk. 
12l8t  New  York,  Bvt.  Col.  Egbert  01- 

cott. 
95th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.     Col.    John 
Harper. 


Third  Brigade.  ■ 

Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 

37th  Massachnsetts,  Capt.  Archibald  Hopkins. 
49th  Pennsylvania,  Bvt.  Col.  Baynton  .J.  Hioktnan. 
82d   Pennsylvania,  Col.  Isjvac  C.'Bassett. 
119th  Pennsylvania: 

Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clark.  * 
Maj.  William  C.  Gray. 
2d  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col'.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes. 
5th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Allen. 


iSKCOXI)   IMVISIOX. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  Warner. 

62d    New  Y'ork,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B. 

Hamilton. 
93d    Pennsylvania: 

Col.  Charles  W.  Eckman. 
Capt.  B.  Frank  Hean.t 
Col.  Charles  W.  Eckman. 
9(jth  Pennsylvania : 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Reen. ' 
Capt.  Bemhard  Gessler. 
102il    Pennsylvania,    Lieut.    Col.  James 

Patchell. 
ISilth  Pennsylvania: 

Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Parr. 
Maj.  .lames  McGregor.t 
Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Parr. 


Se<:tniid  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant.* 
Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 
Bvt.  Col.  Charles  MuxDEK.t 
Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 

2d    Vermont,    Lieut.      Col.    Amasa     S. 
Tracy. 

3d    Vermont,     Bvt.     Col.     Horace     W. 
Floyd.t 

4th  Vermont,  Capt.  George  H.  Amidon. 

.'ith  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  Ronald  A.  Ken- 
nedy. 

(ith  Vermont: 

M.-ij.  William  . I.  Sperry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Sumner  H.  Lincoln.  5 

Ist  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col. 
Charles  Hunsdon. 


"  Wonnded  April  2. 

t  In  command  part  of  April  2. 

t  Commanded  3d  and  4tli  Vermont  on  March  31. 

$  In  commaud  from  April  4. 


572  N.  AXD  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,   AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVHI. 

Third  Jirigade. 
Col.  Thomas  W.  Hyde. 

1st  Maine  (veteran),  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher. 
43il    NeTV  York  (live  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  A.  Millikeu. 
49th  New  York  (five  companies) : 

Lieut.  Col.  Erastus  D.  Holt.' 

Maj.  George  H.  Selkirk. 
77th  Xew  York  (five  companies) : 

Lieut.  Col.  David  J.  C'aw.t 

Capt.  Charles  E.  Stevens. 
122(1    Xew  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  H.  Walpole. 
61st  Pennsylvania: 

Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Crosby.} 

Col.  Creorge  F.  Smith. 

THIRD   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Skymour. 

T'irsi  liriyade. 

Col.  William  S.  Tri'ex-. 

14th  New  Jersev,  Lieut.  Col.  .Jacob  .1.  .laneway. 
106th  New  York": 

Col.  Andrew  N.  McDonald. 
Lieut.  Col.  Alvah  W.  Briggs.u 
Col.  Andrew  N.  McDonald. 
ISlst  New  York  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Bugardus. 
87th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  James  Teamey. 
10th  Vermout,  Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Damon. 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Warri:n  Keifer. 

6th  Maryland : 

Maj.  Clifton  K.  Prentis-s.* 
Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  C.  Hill. 
9th  New  York  Heavv  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Snvder. 
110th  Ohio: 

Bvt.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley. 
Capt.  William  D.  Shellenberger.|| 
Bvt.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley. 
122d    Ohio,  Lient.Col.  Charles  M.  Cornyn. 
126th  Ohio,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Smith. 
67th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  William  G.  Williams. 
138th  Peimsylvania,  Col.  Matthew  R.  McCleunau. 

artillery  hrigadk. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Andrew  Cowan. 

1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Augustin  N.  Parsons. 
New  York  Light,  1st  Battery,  Bvt.  Capt.  Orsamus  R.  Van  Etten. 
New  York  Light,  3d  Battery,  Bvt.  Maj.  William  A.  Ham. 
9th  New  York  Heavy,  Company  L,  Capt.  S.  Augustus  Howo. 
1st  Rhode  Isliind  Light,  Battery  G,  Bvt.  Maj.  George  W.  Adams. 
Ist  Rhode  Island  Light,  Bi.ttery  H,  Capt.  Crawford  Allen,  jr. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  R.  Brinckl^. 
1st  Vermont  Heavy,  Company  D,  Capt.  Charles  J.  LcwIh. 


•  Mortally  wounded  April  2. 

t  Sick  from  April  2. 

}  Killed  April  2. 

^  In  command  April  2. 

II  Wounded  April  2. 
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First  Brigade. 
Col.  Samuel  Habriman 


NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

79th  New  York,  Maj.  Andrew  D.  Baird. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox. 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely. 


8th  Michigan,  Maj.  Richard  N.  Doyle. 
2Tth  Michigan,  Col.  Charles  Waite. 
109th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Colwert  K. 

Pier. 
51st  Pennsylvania,     Col.     William    J. 

Bolton. 
37th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Green. 
38th  Wisconsin: 

Col.  James  Bintliff. 
Maj.  Robert  N.  Roberts. 


1st  Michigan  Sharpshooters : 

Lieut.  Col.  Asahel  W.  Nichols." 
Maj.  Edwin  J.  Buckbee. 
2d    Michigan,  Capt.  John  C.  Boughton. 
20th  Michigan,  Capt.  Albert  A.  Day. 
46th  New    York,    Lieut.    Col.    Adolph 

Becker. 
60th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  P.Avery. 
50th  Pennsylvania,     Maj.     Samuel     K. 
Schwenk. 


Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Col.  Gilbert  P.  Robinson. 
Col.  James  Bintliff.  t 

3d    Maryland  (four  companies): 
Capt.  Joseph  F.  Carter. 
Bvt.  Col.  Gilbert  P.  Robinson. 
29th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  John  M.  Deane. 
57th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Albert  W.  Cook. 
59th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Ezra  P.  Gould. 
18th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  M.  Clough. 
14th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  George  M.  Kandall. 
100th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Normau  J.  Maxwell. 

Acting  Engineers. 

17th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  W.  Swift. 

second  division. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Potter.' 
Brig.  Gen.  Simon  G.  Griffin. 

First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  I.  Curtin. 

35th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Sumner  Carruth. 

36th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Thaddeus  L.  Barker. 

58th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Whlton. 

39th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Abram  C.  Wildrick. 

51st  New  York,  Capt.  Thomas  B.  Marsh. 

45th  Pennsylvania: 

Capt.  Roland  C.  Cheeseman.* 

Bvt.  Col.  Theodore  Gregg. 
48th  Pennsylvania : 

Col.  George  W.  Gowan.t 

Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  F.  Brannon. 
7th  Rhode  Island,  Bvt.  Col.  Percy  Daniels. 

*  Wounded  April  2. 

t  In  command  from  April  2. 

t  Killed  April  2. 
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Second  Brigade: 

Brig.  Gen.  Simon  G.  Gkifmn. 
Col.  Walter  Haruiman. 

31st  Maine: 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Getchell.* 
Capt.  Ebenezer  S.  Kyes. 
2(1    Sfaryland,  Lient.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Taylor. 
56th  Massachusetts : 

Maj.  Zubdiel  B.  Adams. 
Coi.  Stephen  M.  Weld.jr.t 
6th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Phiu  P.  Ihsby. 
fltli  New  Hampshire,  Capt.  John  B.  Cooper. 
11th  New  Hampshire : 

Col.  Walter  Harriman. 
Capt.  HoUis  O.  Dudley. 
179th  New  York : 

Col.  William  M.  Gregg.  * 
Maj.  Albert  A.  Terrill. 
186th  New  York : 

Col.  Bradley  Winslow.* 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  Jay  Marsh. 
17th  Vermont : 

Maj.  Lyman  E.  Knapp.* 
Col.  Francis  Y.  Randall. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Joim  P.  Hartranft. 


First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  WiixiAM  H.  H.  McCall. 
Col.  Alfred  B.  McCalmont.} 

200th  Pennsylvania: 

Maj.  Jacob  Rehrer. 
Lieut.     Col.    William    H.    H. 
McCall. 
208th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Co).  Mish  T. 

Hcintzelinan. 
209th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
W.  Frederick. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  JosKi'ii  A.  Mathews. 

205th  Pennsylvania : 

Maj.  B.  Mortimer  Morrow." 
Capt.  Joseph  G.  Holmes. 
207tb  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Robert  C.  C<ix.< 
211th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Levi  A.  Dod4. 


artillery  brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Tidball. 

Maine  Light,  7th  Battery  (G),  Capt.  Adelbert  B.  Twitchell. 
Massachusetts  Light,  11th  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  J.  Jones. 
New  Y'ork  Light,  19tii  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  W.  Rogers. 
New  York  Light,  27th  Battery,  Capt.  John  B.  Eaton. 
New  York  Light,  34th  Battery,  Bvt.  Maj.  Jacob  Roemer. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Samuel  H.  Rhoads. 

cavalry. 

2d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  W.  Sanders. 

INDEPENDENT  BRIGADE. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Geu.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis. 

Ist  Massachusetts  CavaliT  (eight  companies),  Maj.  John  Tewksbury. 
6l8t  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  F.  Walcott. 
80th  New  York  (20th  MiUtia),  Col.  Jacob  B.  Hardenbergh. 
68th  Pennsylvania : 

Col.  Andrew  H.  Tippin.lj 
Lieut.  Col.  Robert  E.  Winslow. 
114th  Pennsylvania: 

Capt.  Henry  M.  Eddy.H 
Capt,  Johu  R.  Waterhouse. 


*  Wounded  April  2. 

t  In  command  from  A]iril  4. 

t  In  command  from  April  3. 


$  In  command  of  brigade  parts  of  April  2  and  3. 

II  Disabled  April  2. 

51  Mortally  wounded  Aijril  2. 
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CAVALBF. 

Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 

ARMY  OF  THE  SHENANDOAH. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Mekritt. 

first  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Tho.mas  C.  Devin. 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Peter  Staug. 

1st  Michigan: 

Lieut.  Col.  George  K.  Maxwell. ' 
Capt.  Edward  L.  Negus. 
5th  Michigan,     Lieut.   Col.     Smith     H. 

Hastings. 
6th  Michigan,    Lieut.  Col.    Harvey    H. 

Vinton. 
7th  Michigan,    Lieut.  Col.     George     G. 
Briggs. 


Col.  Charles  L.  Fitzhugh. 

6th  New  York,  Maj.  Harrison  White. 

9th  New  York,  Maj.  James  K.  Diunin. 

19th  New    York    (1st     Dragoons),    Maj. 

Howard  M.  Smith. 
17th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Coe  Dur- 

land. 
20th  Pennsylvania,   Lieut.  Col.    Gabriel 
Middleton. 


Third  (Heserve)  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Gibbs. 

2d    Massarhusetts,  Col.  Casper  Crowninshield. 

6th  Pennsylvania  (six  companies).  Col.  Charles  L.  Leiper. 

Ist  United  States,  Capt.  Eichard  S.  C.  Lord. 

5th  United  States: 

Capt.  Thomas  Drummond.t 

Lieut.  Gustavus  Urban. 
6th  United  States,  Maj.  Robert  M.  Morris. 

Artillery. 
4th  United  States,  Batteries  C  and  E,  Capt.  Marcus  P.  Miller. 

THIRD   division. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 

\ 
Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington.  Col.  William  Wells. 


1st  Connecticut,  Col.  Brayton  Ives. 

3d   New  .Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  William  1'. 

Robeson,  jr.* 
2d   New  York,  Col.  Alauson  M.  Randol. 
2d    Ohio,  Capt.  Albert  Barnitz. 


8th  New  York,  Maj.  .Tames  Bliss. 
15th  New  York,  Col.  John  J.  Coppinger. 
1st   Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  Hall. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Henky  Capehart. 

Ist  New  York  (Lincoln),  Lieut.  Col.  Jenyns  C.  Battersby. 
Ist  West  Virginia: 

Maj.  Shesh  B.  Howe.t 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  E.  Capehart. 
2d    West  Virginia  (seven  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  .lames  Allen. 
3d    West  Virginia,  Maj.  John  S.  Witcher. 


'  Wounded  April  1. 
t  Killed  April  1. 
t  Killed  April  8. 
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SECOND   DIVISION. 

(Army  of  the  Potomac.) 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

first  Brigade.  I  Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hexkv  E.  Davibs,  Jr.     I        Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Irvin  Gregg.II 

,  ^  ...       ,  I       Col.  Samuel  B.  M.  Young. 

1st  hcvr  .Jersey  :  | 

Col.  Hugh  H.  .Janewaj'.*  i    4th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Alender  P. 

Maj.  Walter  E.  KobbiuH.  Duncan. 

8th  Pennsylvania     (eight     companies), 


10th  New  York,  Col.  M.  Henry  Avcrv. 

24th  New  York : 

Col.  Walter  C.  Newberry. t 
Liieut.  Col.  Melzer  liicbards.; 
Maj.  William  A.  SuytltT. 


Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Corrie. 
16th  Pennsylvania : 

Lieut.  Col.  .John  K.  Kobison.tl 
Maj.  William  H.  Fry. 


21st  Pennsylvania,    Col.    Oliver    B. 
Knowles. 
1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  H  and  I,*' 


1st  Pennsylvania  (fivecompanits),  Maj. 

Hiimptnn  S.  Thomas.  * 
2d    U.   S.   Artillery,  Battery  A,  Lieut. 

James  H.  Lord.  '  Lieut.  Chandler  P.  Eakin. 

Third  Briiiadc. 
Bvt,  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.  Smith. 
1st  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  P.  Cilley. 
2d    New  York  Mounted  Rifles : 
Maj.  Paul  Chadbourne.t 
Coi.  John  Fisk.tt 
6th  Ohio,  Capt.  Matthew  H.  Cryer. 
13th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  R.  Clark. 

[See  also  Cavalry  Division.  Army  of  the  James,  p.  580.] 

ABMT  OF  THE  JAMES. 

Maj.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord. 

headquarters  guard. 

M  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  D,  Capt.  Edwin  A.  Evans. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  I,  Capt.  Osbourn  Wattson. 

KNGINEER.S. 

1st  New  York,  Bvt.  Brig.  Geu.  James  F.  Hall. 

PONTONIEKS. 

3d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  I,  Capt.  John  Pickering,  jr. 

UNATTACHED    CAVALRY. 

4th  Massachusetts,  Companies  I,  L,  and  M,  Col.  Francis  Washburn. t{ 

5th  Massachusetts  (colored).  Col.  Charles  F.  Adams,  jr. 

7th  New  York  (Ist  Mounted  Rifles), §S  Col.  Edwin  V.  Sumner. 

DEFENSES  OF  BERMUDA  HUNDRED. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  L.  Hartsuff. 

INFANTRY  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Edward  Feurero. 
rirnt  Jirir/ade.  Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Gilbert  H.  McKibbi.v.  Col.  George  C.  Kibbe. 

41st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Detleo  von       €th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut. 

Einsiedel.  I  Col.  Stephen  Baker. 

103d    New  York,  Capt.  William  Redlick.    !  10th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut. 
2d    Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  .Maj.  ^'"l-  0-  de  Peyster  Arden. 

Benjamin  F.  Winger. 
104th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.   Col.    Theo- 
philns  Kephart. 

*  Killed  April  5.  *•  Detached     with     Artillery     Brigade, 

t  Wounded  March  31.  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

t  Mortally  wounded  April  5.  tt  In  command  from  April  3. 

4  Wounded  April  5.  t|  Mortally  wounded  April  C. 

II  Captured  A|iril  7.  ^  On  expedition  into  North  Carolina. 

<[[  Wounded  April  7. 
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Artillery. 
New  York  Light,  33d  Battery,  Capt.  Alger  M.  Wheeler. 

ARTILLKEY. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot. 

13th  New  York  Heavy,  Companies  A  and  H,  Capt.  William  Pendrell. 

New  York  Light,  7th  Battery,  Lieut.  Martin  V.  Mclntyre. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy,  Company  E,  Capt.  Erskine  H.  Miles. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy,  Company  M,  Lieut.  Sylvester  W.  Marshall. 

SEPARATE  BRIGADE. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Carr. 

FORT  POCAHONTAS,  VA. 

Lieut.  Col.  Abhbkl  W.  Angkl. 

38th  New  Jersey  (four  companies),  Maj.  William  H.  Tantnm. 
20th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt.  Wayland  F.  Ford. 
16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Companies  E  alid  H,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Thompson. 
181th  New  York,  Company  I,  Capt.  George  Wetmore. 

HARBISON'S  LANDING,  VA. 

Col.  Wardweli.  G.  Robinson. 

184th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  MoKinley. 

Ist  IT.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Lieut.  Horace  Hudson. 

FORT  POWHATAN,  VA. 

Col.  William  J.  Sewf,ll.  ' 

38th  New  .Jersey  (six  companies).  Col.  William  J.  Sewell. 
20th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Lieut.  John  E.  Pollard. 

3d   Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment),  Lieut.  Frederick  Grill. 

Ist  U.  S,  Colored  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Capt.  Charles  W.  Emerson. 

TWENTY-FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon. 

HEADQUARTERS   GUARD. 

Capt.  Charles  E.  Thomas. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt.  Joseph  J.  Baker. 
4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Thomas. 

FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Foster. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  O.  Osbokn. 

39th  Illinois,  Capt.  Homur  A.  Plymptou. 

62d  Ohio: 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  R.  West.* 
Maj.  Thomas  J.  Piatt. 

67th  Ohio.  Col.  Alvin  C.  Voris, 

85th  Pennsylvania,  Company  G,  t  Lieut. 

Absalom  S.  Dial. 
199th  Pennsylvania,Col.James  C.Briscoe. 


D.   S. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  George  B.  Dandy. 

10th  Connecticut: 

Lieut.   Col.   Ellsworth 

Goodyear.  J 
Capt.  Francis  G.  Hickerson. 
11th  Maine: 

Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  A.  Hill. 
Maj.  Charles  P.  Baldwin.^ 
Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  A.  Hill.  ** 
Capt.  Henry  C.  Adams. 
24th  Massachusetts, II  Capt.  Thomas  F. 

Edmands. 
100th  New  York : 

Maj.  James  H.  Dandy. il 
Capt.  Edwin  Nichols. 
206th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Hugh  J.  Brady. 


'  Wounded  April  6. 
t  Provost  guard  at  division  headquar- 
ters. 

X  Wonnded  April  2. 
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$  Wounded  April  1. 
II  Detached  at  Bermuda  Hundred. 
IT  Killed  April  2. 
*  *  Wounded  April  9. 
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Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  Harrison  S.  Fairchii-d. 

8th  Maine: 

Lient.  Col.  Edward  A.  True. 
Capt.  Edward  H.  Eeynolds.* 
89th  New  York : 

Maj.  Frank  W.  Tremain.t 
Capt.  William  Dobie. 
148th  New  York,  Col.  John  B.  Murray. 
158th New  York: 

Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  McNary. 
Maj.  Hyron  Kalt. 
55th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  George  H.  Hill. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Devens. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  H.  Ripley. 

11th  Connecticut,  Maj. Charles  Warren. 
13th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Nor- 

mand  Smith. 
81st  New  York,Capt.MatthewT.Betton. 
98th  New  York,   Lieut.    Col.  William 

Kreutzer. 
139th  New  York,  Maj.  Theodore  Miller. 
19th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Saml.  E.  Vaughan. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Michael  T.  Donohoe. 

8th  Connecticut,  Maj.  William  M.Pratt 
5th  Maryland,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W. 

Bamberger. 
10th  New  Hampshire,  Capt.  Warren  M. 

Kelley. 
12th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.Thomas 

E.  Barker. 
96th  New  York,  Maj.  George  W.  Hindes. 
118th  New   York,    Lieut.    Col.   Levi    S. 
Dominy. 
9th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  Valentine  G. 
Barney. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  H.  Roberts. 

2l8t  Connecticut,  Lient.  Col.  James  F.  Brown. 
40th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Pollack. 
2d    New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Joab  N.  Patterson. 
58th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Cecil  Clay. 
188th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George  K.  Bowen. 

INDEPENDENT  DIVISION. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Turner. 


Firet  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Potter. 

34th  Massachusetts,    Capt.     Frank    T. 

Leach. 
116th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilbert  B.  Tet- 

ers. 
123d    Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  Kellogg. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  B.  Curtis. 

23d   Illinois,  Capt.  Patrick  M.  Ryan. 
54th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  P. 

Moulton. 
12th  West   Virginia,   Capt.    Erastus  G. 

Bartlett. 


*  In  command  from  April  6, 
t  Killed  April  2. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Geo.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 

lOth  West  Virginia,  Capt.  Marshal  W.  Cobum. 

11  til  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Michael  A.  Ayera. 

15th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  HoUiday. 

ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Charles  C.  Abkll. 

3d    New  York  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  George  E.  Ashby. 
3d    New  York  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Enoch  Jones. 
3d    New  York  Light,  Baitery  K,  Capt.  James  R.  Angel. 
3d    New  York  Light,  Battery  M,  Capt.  John  H.  Howell. 
New  York  Light,  17th  Battery,  Capt.  George  T.  Anthony. 
1st   Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  William  Stitt. 
Ist  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Guild. 
1st  United  States,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Samuel  S.  Elder. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  L,  Lient.  Henry  C.  Hasbrouck. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lient.  Charles  P.  Muhlenberg. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Henry  B.  Beecher. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Godfrey  Weitzel. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Companies  E  and  H,  Maj.  Atberton  H.  Stevens,  jr. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  August  V.  Kautz. 


First  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alonzo  G.  Draper. 

22d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

Ira  C.  Terry. 
36th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

Benjamin  F.  Ptatt. 
38th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Robert 

M.  Hall. 
118th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  C. 

Moon. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  A.  Wild. 

29th  Connecticut  (colored),  Col.    Will- 
iam B.  Wooster. 
9th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Thomas 
Bayley. 
115th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,*  Col.  Robert 

H.  Earnest. 
117th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Lewis  G. 
Brown. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  G.  Thomas. 

19th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Joseph 

G.  Perkins. 
23(1    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

Marshall  L.  Dempcy. 
43d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Stephen 

B.  Yeoman. 
114th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

Thomas  D.  Sedgwick. 

Attached  Brigade.^ 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Russell. 

10th  U.   S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

Edward  H.  Powell. 
28th  U.  S.   Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 

Thomas  H.  Logan. 


Cavalry. 
2d  U.  S.  Colored,  Col.  George  W.  Cole. 


*  Detached  from  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 
t  Petacbed  from  Third  Brigade,  Seco«4  Dirision, 
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SECOND   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney. 

First  Buigade. 

Col.  James  Shaw,  .)r. 

7th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Oscar  E.  Pratt. 
109th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Orion  A.  Bartholomew. 
116th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  George  H.  Laird. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Ulysses  Doubleday. 

8th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Samuel  C.  Armstrong. 
4l8t  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Llewellyn  F.  Haskell. 
45th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Theodore  C.  Glazier. 
127th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Givin. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  W.  Woodwabd. 

29th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Clark  E.  Royce. 
3l8t   U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Henry  C.  Ward. 

ARTILLERY   BRIGADE. 

Capt.  LooMis  L.  Langdon. 

Connecticut  Light,  Ist  Battery,  Capt.  James  B,  Clinton. 
New  Jersey  Light,  4th  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Doane. 
New  Jersey  Light,  5th  Battery,  Capt.  Zeuas  C.  Warren. 
Ist  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Henry  Y.  Wildey. 
3d  Rhode  Island,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Martin  S.  James. 
1st  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Redmond  TuUy. 
Ist  United  States,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Egbert  W.-  Oleott. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Frederick  M.  Follett. 

CAVALRY  DIVISION.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Ranald  S.  Mackenzie. 

First  Brigade.  ^  Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Robert  M.  West. 


Capt. 


20th  New    York,    Company    G, 

Thomas  H.  Butler. 
5th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Christo- 
pher Kleinz. 


Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  t 

Ist  District    of  Columbia  (battalion), 

Maj.  J.  Stannard  Baker. 
Ist  Maryland,  Col.  Andrew  W.  Evans. 
11th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Franklin 

A.  Stratton. 


Artillery. 
Wisconsin  Light,  4th  Battery,  Capt.  Dorman  L.  Noggle. 


*  Temporarily  assigned  April  1  'to  Sheridan's  cavalry  command, 
t  Wounded  April  1. 
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No.  2. 

Return  of  casualties  in  the   Union  Forces  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen. 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  March  29-April  9, 1865. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casoaltleB.] 


Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

s 

Command. 

S 

1 

o 

1 

E 

S 

e 

o 

1 

i 

s 

o 

«B 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

ESCOBT. 

HEADQUARTERS  GUARD. 

4th  United  States                                            

A  RMT  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
Jtaj.  Gen.  Geoboe  G.  Meade. 

PEOVOST  OUABD. 

Bvt.Brig.  Gen.  Geoeqe  N.Mact. 

Ist  Uaasachnsetts  CavalTf ,  Companies  C  and  D. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14th  United  States  2d  Battalion 

1 

I 

2 

1 

3 

HEADQUARTERS  GUARD. 

1 

1 

ENOIHEEB  BBIOASE. 

Brig.  Gon.  Hekby  W.  Benham. 

. 

AETILLEET. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henbt  J.  Hnur. 

EIEQE  TBAIN. 

Col.  Henbt  I/.  Abbot. 

3 

11 

14 

1 

3 

11 

14 

AETHXERY  BESEBA'E. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Hats. 

Ibr&iTiA  Titrhf  2d  Batterr  l'R\ 

\f  ainn  T.iirht  3d  Batterv  iC) 

Af  ainA  T.ifrht  Bth  Batterv  (F) 

..  1 

1 

3 

4 

'MoMSiu'hiiHAt.tR  L.i?ht  0th  Batterv 

■ 

1 



1 

"New  JpTHnv  T  itrht  ^d  I'tn.ttprv 

1 

2 
1 

3 

1 

.: 1 

1 

1st  FenuBylvania  Light,  Battery  B 

2 

2 

1 

4 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

•i 

Command. 

1 

;3 

o 

i 

1 
0 

" 

ARTILLERY  RESERVE— continued. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays. 

iBt  Rhode  Island  T-icrht  llarterv  K 

Total  Artillery  Ecserve 

3 

1 

9 

13 

Total  Artillery 

6 

1 

20 

27 

SECOKD  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ajoirew  A.  HuMrHRETs. 
Staff 

1 

1 

2 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Milks. 

Firit  Briffade. 

Col.  George  W.  Scott. 

Staff 

1 
■■"4" 

5 
1 

2 
2 

1 

6 

13 

I 
6 
2 

26 
62 
57 
40 
26 
21 

i 
5 
3 

'""i 

12 

77 

70 
49 
44 
24 

45 

5th  New  £iampshire  (battalion ) 

1 

162 

2d  New  Tork  IIea\-y  Artillery 

141 

6lBt  New  York 

1 
2 
2 

97 

82 

lAntH  P^nnqylTfi.T^i». 

51 

Total  Krat  Brigade 

C 

39 

15 

232 

11 

276 

579 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  Nugent. 

28th  Ma88achu3ett3  (five  companiea) 

2 

1 
3 

4 
6 
18 
4 

6 

63d   New  York  (BiK  companies) 

1 

2 
2 

2 

12 

69th  New  York 

23 

88th  New  York  (five  companies) 

4 

7 

2 

1 

102 

Total  Second  Brigade 

] 

11 

8 

124 

"**"i 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Madill.* 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  1).  MacBouoall. 

Staff 

1 
8 
1 
1 
3 
...... 

7th  New  York 

1 

17 
3 
9 
8 
4 
1 

78 
32 
48 
69 
24 
10 

10 

114 
36 

39th  New  York 

52d   New  York 

3 

1 
1 

12 

73 
81 

111th  New  York 

125th  New  York 

3 
S 

32 

126thNew  York  (battalion) 

Total  Third  Brigade 

6 

42 

17 

261 

30 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J  ohn  Kamset. 

Staff 

1 
2 

""i 
2 

'"2 

1 

64th  New  York  (battalion) 

6 

1 
17 
2 
1 
5 

22 
12 
67 
22 

5 
35 

4 

1 

10 

iX 

86th  New  York 

53d   Pennsylvania 

16 

lietli  Pennsylvania 

1 

27 

6 

148th  Pennsylvania 

1 

3 

46 

183d   Pennsylvania 

4 

Total  yonrth  Brigade 

2 

32 

9 

157            1 

13 

214 

Total  First  Division 

15 

124 

49 

774 

12 

322 

1,296 

'  Wounded  April  2. 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captnred  or 
missing. 

S    ' 

Command. 

i 
1 

o 

u 

E 

V 

1 

SECOND  DIVISIOH. 

Brig.  Gen.  "William  Hais. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Shtth. 
Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  FaANCis  C.  Baklow. 

Fint  Brigade. 
Col.  WiLLLAM  A.  Olmsted. 

19th  ICaine                                              

2 

16 

1 

18 

19th  Massachnsetta                             

1 

7th  Michifiran                                          

1 

1 

2 

59th  New  York                                                       . .      - . 

1 

1 

2 

152d  New  York                                 

184th  Ppnnavlvania                                                       

36th  'WiBctmsin                                

3 

3 

Total  First  Brigade  *                              

1 

1 

3 

21 

26 

Second  Brigade. 
CoL  James  P.  McIvor. 

1 

4 

5 

155ih  New  York           

164th  New  York                                                   

2 

2 

182d  New  York  (69th  New  YorkNational  Guard 
Artillervi                        .        .          

1 

6 

7 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  SMTTH.t 
Col.  Daniel  Woodall. 

1 
1 
2 

1 

2 
9 

2 

4 
1 

3 

2 

13 

1 

3 

1 

5 

lOflth  Nnw  York 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

6 

22 

1 

31 

Vnattacked. 

1 

3  \      10 

49 

1 

04 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M^.  Gen  Gebshoh  Mott.; 
Brig.  Gen.  Kbois  de  Tbobriand. 

Staff 

1 

1 

Firtt  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobbiahd. 
Col.  KussELL  B.  Shepherd. 

9n*h  TnfliaTia 

2 
3 
1 

11 

24 

7 

6 

7 

24 

28 

15 

13 

3 
3 

1 

31 

11 

I^A    New  York 

6 

'  86t  h  New  York 

2 
3 
11 
3 

1 
1 
2 
2 

10 

124th  New  York               

1 

3 

16 

2 

32 

99th  Pennsylvania 

67 

22 

T«tal  First  Brigade 

1 

25 

1      12 

122 

22 

182 

*Fonr  o£Bcers  and  91  men  captured, 
were  released  April  9. 


t  Mortally  wounded  April  7. 
t  Wounded  April  6. 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

s 

CommaDd. 

« 

1 

1 

o 

i 
•a 

OD 

1 

1 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  GcD.  Byeon  K.  Pierce. 

17th  MftinR                                                          

1 

4 
2 
1 
4 

4 
....„ 

...... 

24 
15 

7 
16 
21 
20 

1 

1 
1 

33 

17 

10 

93d  New  York                                           

1 

21 

22 

2 

22 

1 

2 

2 

13 

7 

104 

1 

127 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  McAllister. 

11th  Maasaclinsetts                                          

1 
1 
8 

...... 

1 

13 
5 
26 
23 
19 

2 

11 
2 
2 

27 

» 

1 

38 

23 

120th  New  York 

1 

32 

52 

1 

11 

2 

86 

2 

47 

149 

4 

40 

22 

312 

2 

70 

459 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Bvt.Iiient.  Col.  John  G.  Hazard. 
Maasachusetts  Light  10th  Battery          

l8t  New  HampBbire,  Battery  M 

3 

1 

4 

4th  New  York  Heavy,  Company  C 

let  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  B 

4th  United  States,  Battery  K 

8 

11 

1 

Total  Second  Army  Corps 

21 

176 

82 

1,146 

14 

394 

1,833 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

M^.  Gen.  GODVERNEUR  K.  W'ARHeN. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin. 

ESCORT. 

4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  C 

4 

1 

5 

* 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

104thNew  York 

i 

FIRST  division. 

Bvt.Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffik. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  J.Bartlett. 

Tint  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain. 

Staff 

1 
9 
10 

185th  New  York 

2 
3 

30 
34 

162 
168 

6 
22 

198tb  Pennnylvania 

237 

Total  First  Brigade 

5 

64 

20 

330 

28 

Second  Brigade. 
Brt.Brig.  Gen.  Edgar  M.  Gregory. 
187th  New  York 

5 
37 
18 

s 

188th  New  York 

4 
3 

3 
2 

44 

189th  New  York 

23 

Total  Second  Brigade 

7 

S 

60 

72 
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Jietum  of  casualties  in  the  Union  Forces,  if-c. — Coutiuued. 


Command. 


Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Babtlett. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  L.  Pearson. 


Staff 

Ist  Maine  Sharpshooters. 

20th  Maine 

32(1  Massachusetts 

1st  Michigan 

IGth  Michigan 

fj3d   Pennsylvania 

91st  Pennsylvania 

118th  Pennsylvania 

155th  Pennsylvania 


Total  Third  Brigade  . 


Total  First  Birision 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  Komeyn  B.  Ayres. 

JVrrt  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Trederick  Wihthrop.* 
CoLjAUES  Grindlay. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hayes. 


5th  New  York  (Veteran) 

15th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 

140th  New  York 

146th  New  York 


Total  First  Brigade  . 


Second  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  W.  Denison.  t 

Col.  KiCHARD  N.  BOWERMAN.  J 

CoL  David  L.  Stanton. 


let  Maryland  . 
4th  Maryland  . 
7th  Maryland  . 
8th  Maryland  . 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Gwyn. 


Killed. 


2| 


3d  Delaware 

4th  Delaware 

8th  Delaware  (three  companies) 

157th  Pennsylvania  (four  companies) . 

190th  Pennsylvania 

191st  Pennsylvania 

210th  Pennsylvania - 


Total  Third  Brigade... 
Total  Second  Division. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Crawford. 

Firtt  Brigade. 

Col.  John  A.  Kelloqq. 

9l8t  New  York - 

6th  Wisconsin 

7th  "Wisconsin 


Total  First  Brigade 

'  Mortally  wounded  April  1. 


.1 


101 


Wounded . 


31  I      19 


17 


167 


Captured  or 
missing. 


37 


30 
132 
30 
22 


71 


102  I 


170 
74 
55 


72 


57 
25 
22 
10 
11 
IG 
19 
52 


251 


770 


242 
57 
65 


73 
13 


176 


24 
48 
23 
15 
18 
26 
117 


271 


230 
119 
81 


t  Wounded  March  31. 


2!)9  1  63  !  430 

}  Wounded  April  1. 
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Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missiog. 

2 

Command. 

m 

1 
o 

a 

1 

1 
O 

00 

1 

o 

1 

to 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hexry  Baxter. 

16th  Maine                                                        

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 
2 
3 

16 

27 
18 
48 
11 

2 

24 
5 
7 
5 
2 

45 

38 

97th  New  York 

29 

59 

13 

Total  Second  Bri^'ade                           

9 

10 

120 

2 

43 

184 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Eichard  Coulter. 

94tliNewTork                   

i 

1 

2            10 

4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
4 

45 
01 
28 
22 
22 
6 
8 

24 
9 
2 

85 

95th  New  York 

4 
2 

1 

i 

78 

33 

25 

1 

1 

9 
1 
4 

35 

9 

142d    PennBvlvania  .                   

16 

3  1           18 

16 

192 

1 

49 

279 

Unattached. 

i      ! 

1 



1 

1 

3  1       n 

41 

S12 

4 

155 

894 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.Wainwrioht. 
iHt  New  York  Xii^ht  Batterv  B                      

Ist  New  York  Light  Battery  D 

i 

3 
2 

3 

lat  New  York  Liifht  Batterv H                     .  .   .. 

...   M 

3 

15th  New  York  Heavy,  Companj' M 

1 
1 

1 


3 

1 

5 

5th  United  States,  Batteries  D  and  G    

2 

Total  Artillery  Brigade 

3 

1 

9 

13 

13 

254 

117 

1,626 

7 

544 

2,561 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
(^Maj.  Gen.  Hohatio  G.  Wright 

ESCORT. 

[ 2l8t  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  E 

1 

1 

1 

i 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Franx  "Whbaton. 

First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  "William  H.  Penrose. 

IJ^^^^T*"""^^^  5  Battalion 

Tt 

2 
2 

1 

1 

8 

18 

I 

2 
1 

13 

'2d    New  Jersey  (two  companies) 

23 
1 

9 

9 

17 

9 

9 

4 

21 

Total  riret  Brigade 

1 

4 

1         6 

1           G2 



3 

76 
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Killed. 

Wounded.       C?PiS^,r«dor 

^ 

Command. 

i 

o 

o 

n 

i 

V 

1 

Second  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 

i 

1 
1 

1 

14 
21 
24 
25 

15 

65th  New  York                                                ... 

1 

7 
8 

23 

12181  New  York 

2 
1 

34 

34 



Total  Second  Brigade 

3 

16 

3 

84 

106 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 

?7th  AftMRACllllHf^titn                                       , .    ,           , 

13 
15 
23 
4 
6 
27 

0 
2 
8 
4 
5 
7 

56 
48 
95 
20 
44 
137 

75 

1 
1 

1 
2 

1 

66 

8M   PennsylTania.                               

1 

2 

128 

119th  FennsylTania  . .  .               

40 

2d    Rhode  Island                                                ...   . 

57 

5th  Wiaconain    

172 

Total  Third  Brigade                 

6 

88 

32 

400 

3 

538 

Total  First  Division                                   .  -   . 

10 

108 

41 

555 

6 

720 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 

Firat  Brigade. 

Col.  James M.  TN^arner. 

«2d     New  Tork                                          

4 

3 
4 
2 

1 

32 
16 
21 
18 

30 

6 

26 

1 

24 

19 

! 

Tntat  "Pirat  Bricrade                                     

5 

10 

87 

6 

108 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant.* 
Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 
Maj.  Charles  Mundee. 
Lieut.  Col.  Ahasa  S.  Tracy. 
Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 

cf o«r                                                   

1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
...... 

1 

1 

7 
4 
1 
6 
2 
4 

32 
19 
9 
31 
10 
42 

41 

24 

12 

7 

47 

21 

1 

SO 

2 

24 

11 

152 

7 

196 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  "W.  Hyde. 

1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
2 

4 
1 
3 

26 
0 
3 

10 
7 

17 

31 

11 

3 

« 

15 

8 

1 

2 

23 

Total  Third  Brieade 

2 

7 

13 

72 

3 

97 

Total  Second  Division 

4 

36 

i       34 

1        311 

16 

401 

*  Wounded  April  2. 
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Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Captured  or 
luiaBing. 

i 

Commaud. 

o 

g 

a- 

t 

1 

o 

?5 

1 

1 

£ 

bo 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  I'human  Seymour. 
Staff                                                                     

1 

1 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  WlLIJAM  S.  Truex. 

14th  New  Jersey 

2 
H 

I 
2 

1 

22 

25 

106tli  New  York 

48 

""l\           15 
2  i           23 
2             44 

18 

87th  PennsylTania                              

2 

1 

33 

48 

Total  First  Brigade 

2 

19 

6           144 

1 

172 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Warhen  Keifkr. 

6th  Maryland 

3 
5 
3 

6 

4 
2 

23 
.')9 
23 
11 
8 
26 
21 

1 

4 

33 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery 

72 

110th  Ohio 

1 

29 

122d  Ohio 

....:.      : 

11 

126th  Ohio 

2 
4 
3 

1 
...... 

11 

""■; r 

31 

138th  Pennsylvania 

26 



Total  Second  Briga«le 

1  1          20 

15 

22 

171 

G 

213 

3  I           39 

315 

7 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Bvt.  M^  Andrew  Cowan. 
let  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  A 

Now  York  Light,  Ist  Battery 

2 
2 

2 

New  York  Light,  3d  Battery 

2 

1st  Khode  IsKwd  Light,  Battery  ( } 

1 

2 

a 

2 

3 

Ist  Khode  Island  Light,  Battery  H 

4 

5th  0nited  States,  Battery  E 

2 

1st  Vermont  Heavj',  Company  D 

1 

Total  Artillery  Brigade 

187 

1 
98 

17 

22 

17 

Total  Sixth  Army  Corps 

1,198 

29 

1,529 

NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Pahke. 
PROVOST  guard. 
79th  Hew  York 

FIRST  DIVLSION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  "Willcox. 
First  Brigade. 
Col.  Samuel  Harbiman. 
'    8th  Michigan 

2 
2 

1 

1 

8 

12 

5 

2 
2 

'""i 

14 

8 

20 

1 

1 

22 
12 

27th  Michigan '      . 

109th  New  York ' 

5ist  Pennsvlvania ' 

2 

37th  Wisconsin .• 

1 

28 
70 



7 

Total  First  Brigade 

. 

1 

20 

13 

141 

8 

189 
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Killed. 

"Woi 

T 

m 
o 

5 

nded. 

a 

25 
G 

1? 

20 

3 

Captured  or 
missing. 

s 

t'nmmaud. 

1 

« 

i 

t 

Hi'cond  Brigade. 
3'.vt.  Col.  Ralph  Ely. 

5 

1 

1 


13 
3 

49 

2d    Michigan 

20lh  Micliieau 

5 

46tli  New  York 

2 
3 
1 

2 
3 



1 

1 

60th  Ohio 

27 



12 

10 

76 

1 

18 

Third  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Col.  Gilbert  P.  Kobinson. 
Col.  James  Bintlifk. 

29th  Massachusetts 

5 
4 

5 

57th  Massachusetts 

18th  New  Hampshire _.     . 

1 

2 

2 

9 

1 
1 

14 

Uth  New  Yorlc  Heavy  Artillery 

1 

100th  ^*^niiflyl^ftnia                                

1 

Total  Third  Brigade     

1 

2 

2 

20 
2 

25 

Acting  Engineers. 

2 

2 

40 

25 

239 

1 

26 

333 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M%j.  Gen.  KoBERT  B.  Potter. 
Brig.  Gen.  Simon  G.  Ghiitin. 

Staff 

2 

2 

First  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  I.  Cdrtin. 

.1 

1 
4 
16 

...... 

5 

11 

4 

17 

79 

U 

s 

2 

17 
1 

41 

1 

102 

Ilftt  "Nftw  Vork 

5 
12 

4 
3 
3 

58 
11 

1 

20 

25 

1 

61 

1 

99 

7th  nhndn  Tfilanil 

15 

2 

41 

10 

211 

3 

64 

337 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  SiMox  G.  Griffin. 
Col.  Walter  Habriman. 

11 
5 

1 
3 

3 

""■i 
1 

71 
21 
11 
24 

3 
6 

88 

32 

1 

15 

3 

31 

1 

9 

11 

3 

1 

34 

127 

35 

2 

9 
33 
8 

8 
9 
2 

60 

IRfith  Nbw  York                    ..                

180 

17th  Vermont 

1 

49 

2 

70 

30 

324 

31 

457 

Total  Second  Division 

4 

111 

48 

535 

3 

95 

796 
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KiUeil. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Command. 

1 

o 

1 

i 

1 

bo 

THIBD  DIVISION. 

Bvt.Mai.  Gen.  John  r.  Hartranft. 

1 
1 

\ 

1 

2 
7 
6 

33 
38 
49 

3 
1 
3 



First  Brigade. 

Ljeat.  Col.  "WuxiAM  H.  H.McCai.i., 
Col.AURED  B.McCalmont. 



39 

47 

62 

15 

G 

120 

7 

148 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Joseph  A.Mathkws. 

2 
1 
4 

22 
37 
17 

6 
9 
4 

91 
130 
89 

...... 

5 

7 

21 

126 

185 

211th  Fennaylvania      

135 

Total  Second  Brigade        

7 

76 

19 

310 

1 

33 

446 

Total  Third  Division     -             ...     . 

7 

91 

26 

430 

1              40 

595 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

B\-t.  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Tidball. 
MainA  TA&Y\t  7fch  Batt^rv  ((^\ 

Massachusetts  Lierht  11th  Batterv 

• 

New  York  Liirht  27th  Batterv 

Total  Artillery  Brigade* 

CAVALBT. 

13 

242 

99 

1,204           5 

161 

1,724 

rN-DEPENBENT  BEIGADE. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Chables  H.  T.  Collis. 

1 

4 

1 

28 

13 

2 

25 

80th  Kew  York  (20th  Militia) 

68th  Pennsylvania 

1 
3 

2 
3 

5 

2 

Total  Independent  Brigade 

3 

8 

6 

68 

85 

KECAPITULATION. 


Provost  Guard 

Signal  Detachment — 

Artillery 

Second  Army  Corps.  - 
Fifth  Army  Corps  . . . 
Sixth  Army  Corps  — 
Kinth  Arniy  (;«rps  — 
Independent  Brigade. 


Total  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


176 
254 
187 
242 
8 


67  I        875       403       5,264 


1 

1 

20 

1,146 

1,626 

1,198 

1,204 

68 


394 

544 

29 

161 


*  See  also  explanatory  foot-notes  ||,  If,  and  **,  p.  565, 


3 

1 
27 
1,833 
2,561 
1,529 
1,724 
85 


26  {  1,128  I   7,763 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
miaaing. 

S 

Command. 

1 
o 

o 

i 

j 

1 

1 

CArALBT. 

Mai.  Geo.  Philip  H.  Shsridan. 

AKMT  OF  THE  SHENAXBOAH. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Mkbeitt. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Dbvin. 

FiTit  Brigade. 

Col.  Pktkr  Staqq. 

1 

8 
1 
2 

4 
2 
2 

30 
15 
1ft 
16 

43 

5th  Michigan  .   . . 

18 

22 

7th  Michigan 

16 

1 

11 

« 

.     79 

99 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  CHABLES  L.    FlTZHUGH. 

6th  New  York 

2 

:i 

4 
8 

] 

6 
8 
15 
13 
14 

1 

3 

12 

Ot,h  New  York 

'      2 

1 
3 

4 

13 

19t1i  New  York  (Ist  Dragoons). 

'"'i' 

i 

3 
1 

21 

26 

1 

21 

1 

10 

16 

.■iO 

2 

8 

93 

Third  (Reserve)  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Gibbs. 

1 

1 

) 

2 

2 

1 

3 
1 
2 
1 

15 
3 

n 

8 
7 

1 

4 

25 

5 

Iflt   TTnitPd  States 

15 

5t,h  TTnited  States                   .                                  

1 

1 
1 

9 
18 

22 

27 

3 

6 

7 

44 

3 

31 

94 

Artillery. 

ith  TTnitoH  fi^kn  Tlittrrim  f^  nnd  T 

4 

4 

Total  IFirst  Division                     . .           .... 

5 

27 

31 

183 

5 

39 

290 

« 

THIRD    DIVISION. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 

Firtt  Brigade. 

• 

Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  rENXiNOTO.N. 

1 

6 

15 

22 

1 

2 
9 
6 

7 
8 
5 

25 
31 

7 

42 

53 

2d  Ohio 

1 

1 

44 

Total  Pirst  Briirado ,,., 

3 

2-J 

20 

107 

8 

161 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  TViijLiAM  Wells. 

flth  "Kmmr  Ynric 

1 

1 

4 
8 
2 

2 
2 
2 

22 
.■i5 
16 

29 

15tb  New  York ....... , , 

1 

4 

1 

51 

1st  Vermont ,., ,,-., 

21 

Tpt»J§9Con^Biteade... „.,,.„,„, 

i 

11 

P 

73 

I 

6 

1«1 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

S 

2 

i 

s 

3 

1 
O 

2 

i 

1 

a 
1 

bo 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.    IlENKY  CATEHART. 

11 

8 

46 

10 

13 

1st  "West  Virginia 

1 

9 

7 

4 
1 

3 

60 

3d  West  Virginia 

11 

Total  Third  Brigade 

1 

7 

7 

75 

3 

93 

Total  Third  Division 

6 

44 

33 

255 

1 

16 

355 

11 

71 

64 

438 

6 

55 

645 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

(Army  of  the  Potomac.) 

Mio.  Gen.  Geoeqe  Cbook. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  E.  Davies,  Jr. 

Staff 

1 
7 
0 
4 

1 

Ist  New  Jersey 

2 

9 
14 
4 
2 

36 
38 
30 
6 

1 

4 
...... 

30 
14 
33 

1 

88 
72 
73 
10 
1 

10th  New  York 

24th  New  York 

1 

2d  tr.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  A 

Total  First  Brigade 

3 

29 

19 

111 

5 

78 

245 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  J.  IRVIN  Grego.* 
Col.  Samuel  B.  M.  Young. 

4th  Pennsylvania 

2 

7 
9 
9 
4 

4 
2 
5 

1 

37 
45 
38 
24 

...... 

1 
3 

7 

5 

4 

69 

57 

62 

57 

101 

8th  Pennsylvania  (eight  companies) 

16th  Pennsylvania 

l8t  tJ.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  H  and  I 

• 

Total  Second  Brigade 

2 

29 

12 

144 

5 

85 

277 

Third  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.  Smith. 
1st  Maine 

2 

21 
5 
3 
4 

7 
4 
1 
3 

100 
24 
16 
43 

#1. 

28 

3 

25 

2d    New  York  Mounted  Eitle.'i 

62 

*th  Ohio 

13th  Ohio 

2 

Total  Third  Brigade    

4 

33 

15 

183 

2 

68 

Total  Second  Division,  Anny  of  tlio  Poto- 
mac. 

9 

91 

46 

438 

12 

231 

827 

20 

102 

110 

876 

18 

286 

1,472 

AJtMT  OF  THE  JAMES. 
Miij.  Geu.  Edward  0.  C.  Obd. 
Staff 

1 

1 

headquarters  guard. 
3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  D 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Cumpiiuy  I 

'  Captured  April  7. 
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• 

Kille<l. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

S 

Command. 

i 

m 
o 

J 

O 

a 

1 

g 

< 

ENQINEEBS. 

Ist  New  York  (eight  companies) 

PONTONIEBS. 

3d  Massachuaetts  Heavy  .Artillery,  Company  I . . 

. 

! 

UNATTACHED  CAVAUIV. 

4th  Massachnsetts,  Companies  I,  L,  and  M 

5tb  Maasachuaetts  (colored) 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5 

60 

80 

1 

Total  Unattached  Cavalry 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5 

GO 

80 

DEFENSES  BERMUDA  HUNDRED. 

Haj.  (Jen.  Geosoe  L.  Hahtsuff. 

INFANTRY  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  Edwabd  Feeeeko. 

Fir»t  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Gilbert  H.  McKibbin. 

«at  New  York 

103d  New  York     

1 

2d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery 

1 



1 

■ 

' 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.    GeOBOE  C.  KlBBE. 

fllh  New  Tork  Heavv  Artillerv 

lOtfa  New  York  Heavv  Artillerv       

2 

2 

36 

1 

43 

84 

Total  Second  Brisrade   

2 

2 

36  1        1 

43 

84 

AHiUery. 

Kaw  Tork  liiffht  33d  Batterv                    

' 

2 

2 

36 

1 

43 

84 

ABTILLEBT. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henbt  L.  Abbot. 

'Kft-ar  Vnrk  lAeht  7th  Efttterv                                            < 



2 

2 

36 

1 

43 

84 

sepabate  brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Cabb. 

16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Companies  E 
andH. 

3d   Pennsylvania  Heavy   Artillery    (detach- 
ment), 
lit  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Companies  E  and  I. . 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
nusaing. 

« 

CommaDd. 

m 

o 

1 

S 

a 

1 
O 

1 

< 

TWENTT-FOUETH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Mnj.Gen.  JoHK  Gibbon. 

18 

3 

21 

BEADQUABTERS  OCABD. 

itb  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Conipanics  F  and  K. . 

1 

1 

riBST  DinSION. 

Brig.  Gen.  BOBEBT  S.FosTEB. 

PEOVOSl'  OCABD. 

' 

Pint  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  0.  Osbobn. 

1 

19 

4 
8 
20 

2 
1 
2 
6 

60 
56 
63 
86 

72 

62d  Ohio 

2 

38 

101 

67th  Ohio         

73 

2 

1 

115 

Total  First  Brigade 

3 

51 

11 

255 

2 

39 

.        361 

Third  Brigade'. 
Col.  Geoboe  B.  Dandy. 

1 

12 
0 

8 

4 

83 
65 

104 
112 

llthMaine     

2 

32 

lOOth  New  York 

1 

11 

2 

45 
7 

206th  Pennsylvaziia  ..-..- 

1 

1 

9 

Total  Third  Brigade 

2 

32 

14 

200 

3 

33 

284 

FouHh  Brigade. 

Col.  Habbisok  S.  Faibchild. 

8th  Maine 

3 
4 

1 
10 

4 

2 

1 
1 
2 
2 

9 
21 

8 
42 
29 

14 
27 
11 
55 
36 

89th  New  York 

U8th  New  York 

158th  New  York 

55th  Pennsylvania 

Total  Fourth  Brigade 

4 

22 

8 

109 

143 

Total  First  Division 

9 

105 

33 

564 

5 

72 

788 

THIBD  DmSION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Chaeles  Devens. 

Fir$t  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  H.  Kiplet. 

11th  Connecticut 

13th  New  Hampshire 

Slat  New  York 

98th  New  York 

IMthNew  York 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
miSBing. 

£ 

Commaud. 

£ 

1 

2 

1 
o 

1 

2 

ID 

1 
o 

1 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  UlCHAEL  T.  DONOHOB. 

i 

118th  New  York                                

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Samuel  H.  Roberts. 

INDEPENDENT  DIVISION. 

BTt.Mjfl.  Gen.  John  W.  Turneb. 

First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Potter. 

5 
9 

i 

2 
1 
2 

47 
55 
37 

54 

Ilfith  Ohin                                                                          

i 

66 

43 

1 

18 

5 

139 

163 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  William  B.  Cctrtis. 

2 
5 
9 

1 

'""i 

24 
50 
16 

27 

2 
1 

57 

27 

ToUl  Second  Brigade 

3 

16 

2 

90 

111 

Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 

4 
5 

1 

1 

4 
1 

24 
57 
29 

211 

66 

31 

10 
44 

6 
13 

110 
339 

126 

Total  Independent  Division 

4 

■         M,              — 

400 

artillery. 
Maj.  Charles  C.  Abell. 

1 

1 

2 

Total  Artaiery 

1 
151 

46 

1 
922 

1 
1 

2 

Total  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps 

13 

5 

1       '15 

1.212 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Command. 

i 

1 

1 

o 

1 

O 

3 

£ 

bo 
< 

TWENTY -FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
M^.  Gen.  Godfbey  Weitzbl. 

PBOVOST  OUABD. 

« 

FlR«rr  DIVISION. 

Bvt.  M«o.  Gen.  August  V.  Kautz. 

Firit  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  ALONzo  G.  Draper. 

36tb  IT  S  Colored  Troona 

38th  U  S  Colored  Troops -.  . 

Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Edward  A.  Wild. 

115th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

117th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 



Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henet  G.  Thomas. 

19th  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops 

23d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

43d  U.S.  Colored  Troops 

' 

114th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

Attached  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Russell. 

10th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

28th  n.  S.  Colored  Troops 

. 

Cavalry. 
2d  U.S.  Colored 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wiluam  Bibnet. 

Pint  Brigade. 

Col.  James  Shaw,  Jr. 

7th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

109th  U.S.  Colored  Troops 

116th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Ulysses  Doueleday. 
8th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

4)8t  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

45th  V.  S.  Colored  Troops 

127th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  W.  Woodward. 

29th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 

31et  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 
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Killed. 

fVouuded. 

Captured  or 
miaslDg. 

'•      \ 

CuuiniHud. 

s 

o 

§ 

E 
S 

§ 

1 

«      1 
be     ' 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Capt.  LooHis  L.  Langdok. 

1 

Xptt  .Teninv  lAeht  fith  Batterv 

1 

1 

1 

%1  HhndA  Tnlaiirl  TAffht  Batterv  C 

1 

lat.  United  States  Batterv  D 

1 



1 



4th  TTniti>d  Stales  Batterv  1) 

1 

! 

. 

10 

1 

39 

40 

90 

CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Basald  S.  Mackenzie. 

lirst  Brigade. 

Col.  KoBEST  M.  West. 

3 
10 

3 

1 

1 

12 

Total  First  Brigade 

1 

13 

1         1 

IS 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear. 

1 
1 
1 

2 
15 

8 

...... 

2 

20 

3 

5 

2 
4 

38 

3 

20 

Total  Second  Brigade 

3 

C 

3 

25 

1 

25 

63 

AHiOery. 
'Wisconsin  Light,  4th  Battery 

3 

7 

3 

38 

1 

26 

78 

Staff 

Unattached  Cavalry 

Defenaes  of  Bennnda  Hundi«d. 
Twenty.fonrth  Army  Corps  . . . 

Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps 

Cavalry  Division 


KECAPITDLATION. 


Total  Army  of  the  Jamee 


13 


20 


2 

2 

151 

10 

7 


172 


57 


S 
36 
922 
39 
38 


GENEKAL  KECAPITULATION. 


12 


1 
80 
84 
1,212 
90 
78 


1,545 


07 
20 
20 

107 

875 
172 
162 

403 

57 

110 

6,264 

1,040 

876 

26 
12 
18 

1,128 
244 
286 

7,763 

1,545 

1,472 

1,209 

570 

7,180 

56 

1,658 

10,780 

'  LoBses  not  reported  in  detail. 
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OFFI  CERS   KILLED    OR    MORTALLY    WOUNDED . 

C6NNECTICUT. 

Capt.  Uriah  N.  Parmelee,  Ist  Cavalry.       |  Capt.  Brainerd  Smith,  10th  Infantry. 

DELAWARE. 

Lieut.  Lorenzo  D.  Wilson,  3d  Infantry.     I  Lieut.  Alpheus  Wilson,  4th  Infantry. 
Capt.  AVilliam  H.  Maclary,  4th  Infantry.  | 

ILLINOIS. 

Lient.  William  M.  Lamb,  39th  Infantry. 


Capt.  John  A.  Heald,  Ist  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Leander  M.  Comins,  1st  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  James  E.  Stayner,  Ist  Cavalry. 


Lient.  Alvin  A.  Messer,  1st  Veteran  In- 
fantry. 
Lieut.  Jerome  B.  Ireland,  11th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Schollay  G.  Usher,  17th  Infantry. 


MARYLAND. 

Capt.  Thomas  Oclcer,  6th  Infantry.  |  Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Angel,  6th  Infantry. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut.  Lewis  Mnnger,  2d  Cavalry. 
Col.  Francis  Washburn,  4th  Cavalry. 
Capt.  John  D.  B.  Goddard,  4th  Cavalry. 
Capt.  William  T.  Hodges,  4th  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  George  F.  Davis,  4th  Cavalry. 


Capt.  Isaac  H.  Boyd,  19th  Infantrv. 
Capt.  Willard  C.  Kinsley,  39th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Ansel  B.  Kandall,  56th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Thomas  B.  Hart,  Slst  Infantry. 


Lient.  George  C.  Whitney,  1st  Cavalry 
Lient.  Solon  H.  Finney,  6th  Cavalry. 


MICHIGAN. 

Lieut.  Stephen  Patterson,  7th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  HeDpy  B.  Burritt,  8th  Infantry. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


Capt.  William  Collins,  5th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Warren  Kyder,  5th  Infantry. 


Maj.  William  I.  Brown,  18th  Infantry. 


NEW  JERSEY. 


Col.  Hugh  H.  Janeway,  Ist  Cavalry. 
Maj.  James  H.  Hart,  1st  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  John  S.  Hough,  3d  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Lewis  M.  Thompson,  1st  Veteran 

Battalion  Infantrj'. 
Lieut.  William  S.  Ackley,  4th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Wellington  Bird,  8th  Infantry. 
Capt.  GustavUB  Dupnis,  39th  Infantry. 
Capt.  George  W.  Harrison,  39th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Joseph  W.  Nason,  39th  Infantry. 


NEW  YORK. 


Capt.  Edwin  F.  Savacool,  1st  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Walter,  Ist  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Joseph  O'Keefe,  2d  Cavalry. 

Capt.  Asa  L.  Goodrich,  8th  Cavalry. 

Lient.  Col.  Augustus  I.  Root,  15th  Cav- 
alry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Melzer  Richards,  24th  Cavalry. 

Maj.  James  E.  Doran,  24th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Charles  P.  Williams,  24th  Cavalry. 

Capt.  Eli  Morse,  2d  Mounted  Rifles. 

Lieut.  Peter  Pichler,  2d  Heavy  Artillery. 

Lient.  Charles  H.  Burghardt,  4th  Heavy 
Artillery. 

Capt.  Thomas  Low,  8th  Heavy  Artillery. 

Maj.  Emil  Duysing,  15th  Heavy  Artillery. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Winthrop,  5th 
Veteran  Infantry. 

Capt.  Joseph  Turkington,  5th  Veteran 
Infantry. 

Lient.  Erich  Bartels,  7th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Hermann  Elmeier,  7th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.  ErastusD.  Holt,  49th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  John  Burke,  52d  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Max  Klingenberg,  52d  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Paul  Schreiher,  52d  Infantry. 


Lient.  William  Malcolm,  Gist  Infantry. 

Capt.  Edward  B.  Carroll,  63d  Infantry. 

Capt.  Henry  H.  Darby,  64th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  Byron,  65th  Infantry. 

Maj.  Frank  W.  Tremain,  89th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Charles  H.  Danford,  93d  Infantry. 

Maj.  Henry  H.  Fish,  94th  Infantry. 

Capt.  George  French,  94th  Infantry. 

Maj.  James  H.  Dandy,  100th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Silas  W.  Belding,  111th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Ten  Eyck  C.  Howland,  12l8t  In- 
fantrj'. 

Lieut.  John  T.  Morton,  12l8t  Infantry. 

Capt.  Edward  J.  Cormick,  124th  Infantry. 

Capt.  John  Quay,  125th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Thomas  A.  Wil8on,146th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Caleb  G.Jackson,  148th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Edward  Reilly,  158th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Franklin  B.  Doty,  179t*i  In- 
fantry. 

Lent.  EphraimF.  Bander,  185th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Hiram  Clark,  185th  Infantry. 

Lient.  Daniel  Minier,  185th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  Meehan,  188th  Infantry. 
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Capt.  Warner  Newton,  2d  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Joseph  L.  Stearns,  2d  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Metcall',  13th  Cavalry. 


Lieut.  Edward  F.  Cooper,  13th  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Henry  H.  Stevens,  110th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  H.  Bush,  116th  Infantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Maj.  William  B. Mays,  4th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Clement  Engeliiian,  4th  Cavalrv. 

Lient.  Charles  E.  Nugent,  4th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  John  A  Welton,  4th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  James  Magee,  6th  Cavalry. 

Capt.  John  S.  Howard,  8th  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Robert  S.Monroe,  Hth  Cavalry. 

Capt.  William  Lancaster,  llt.h  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Oscar  S.  Mathews,  11th  Cavalry. 

Capt.  James  Ham,  IVth  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Albert  S.  Ely,  20th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Henry  Lebo,  20th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  I^evi  R.  Robb,  45th  Infantry. 

Col.  George  W.  Gowan,  48th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  George  E.  Hachenberg,  49th  In- 
fantry. 

Maj.  Nathan  Davis,  54th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Cyrus  Fatten,  54th  Infantry. 

Lient.  Samuel  Moorhead,  55th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Lemuel  Shaw,  56th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Crosby,  6l8t  Infantry. 

Capt.  John  C.  Gallagher,  68th  Infantry. 

Capt.  John  Bond,  8l8t  Infantry. 

Capt.  Charles  Wilson,  81st  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Myers,  82d  Infantry. 

Lient.  Samuel  W.  Keasey,  87th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Peter  Nickel,  87th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Koch,  88th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Daniel  J.  Lehman,  88th  Infantry. 

Capt.  James  J.  Carroll,  95th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Herman  Solbrig,  98th  Infantry. 

Lient.  Harrison  Y.  Clifton,  99th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Andrew  J.  Cunningham,  114th  In- 
fantry. 

Capt.  Henry  M.  Eddy,  114th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Edward  T.  Marion,  114th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Eugene  Brady,  116th  Infantry. 

Lient.  John  D.  Mercer,  119th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Samuel  S.  Kerr,  140th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  J.  Cunningham,  140th 
Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  D.  Lank,  140th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Everhart,  148th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Thomas  B.  Dunn,  155th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  James  Strong,  155th  Infantry. 

Maj.  Edwin  A.  Glenn,  198th  Infantry. 

Maj.  Charles  I.  Maceuen,  198th  Infantry. 

Capt.  George  W.  Mulfrey,  198th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Isaac  Schroeder,  198th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Andrew  A.  Pomeroy,  198th  In- 
fantry. 

Capt.  Patrick  O'Murphy,  199th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Robert  McMillan,  199th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Samuel  L.  Hughes,  205th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Henry  A.  Lower,  205th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  David  B.  Roberts,  205th  Infantry. 

Capt.  James  A.  Carothers,  207th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Alonzo  R.  Case,  207th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Allen  G.  Dodd,  207th  Infantrv. 

Capt.  James  P.  McCullough,  209th  In- 
fantry. 

Col.  William  Sergeant,  210th  Infantry. 

Capt.  John  N.  Hughes,  210th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Morris  Shlesinger,  210th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Elias  B.  Lee,  211th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Charles  McLain,  211th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Albert  Alexander,  211th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  John  M.  Pelton,  211th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Andrew  J.  Sparks,  211th  Infantry. 

Lient.  John  P.  Tarr,  211th  Infantry. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


Capt.  Charles  W.  Gleason,  2d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  H.  Perry,  2d  Infantry. 


Capt.  Peleg  E.  Peckham,  7tb  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Albert  A.  Bolles,  7th  Infantry. 


U.  S.  ARMY. 

Capt.  Thomas  Drummond,  5tb  Cavalry. 

U.  S.  COLORED  TROOPS. 

Capt.  John  W.  Falconer,  4l8t  Infantry. 

U.   S.   VOLUNTEERS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smyth.  |  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Read,  assistant  adju- 


tant-general. 


Lieut.  J.  Edwin  Henry,  17th  Infantry. 


Capt.  Charles  J.  Mills,  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  '  I 

VERMONT. 

Lieut.  George  O.  French,  1st  Heavy  Artil-  |  Lieut.  James  M.  Read,  10th  Infantry. 

lery. 
Capt.  Charles  C.  Morey,  2d  Infantry. 

WEST   VIRGINIA. 

Maj.  Shesh  B.  Howe,  1st  Cavalry.  |  Lieut.  Joseph  Caldwell,  12th  Infantry. 

WISCONSIN. 

Capt.  John  B.  Doughty,  5th  Infantry.  I  Lieut.  Augustus  M.  Hubbard,  7th  Infan- 

Lieut.  Charles  H.  Mayer,  5th  Infantry.        I      trv. 

I  Lieut.  Meredith  M.  Whitt,  37th  Infantry. 
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Ko.  3. 

General  summary  of  casualties  in  the  Union  Forces  operating  against 
Bichmond,  Va.,  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Ulysses  8.  Grant,  January  1  to  April 

9, 1865. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returuB,  &.C.] 
JANUARY. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
misBiDg. 

i 

Command. 

00 

m 
o 

1 

a 

1 

1^ 

1 

to 

AHMT  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
Maj.  Gen.  GEORGE  G.  Meade. 

Artilli^rv  /Hiint>                                                        

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

SiTth  Amiy  Corps  (Wright)         

1 

5 
1 

2 

1 

6 

25 
6 

54 

63 

31 

6 

1 

8 

3 

37 

54 

103 

ARMY  OF  THE   JAMES/ 
Maj.  Gen.  Edward  0.  C.  Ord. 

2 
1 

....„ 

8 
9 

20 
5 
6 

30 

T went'v-tifth  AnuT  Coma  ( Weitzel)            

16 

6 

1 

4 

5 

4 

1 

21 



31 

57 

Grand  total  for  January  1865    

1 

12 

4 

58 

1 

85 

160 

TEBEUART. 


AEMY  or  THE  POTOMAC. 

Msy.  Gen.  GrEOROE  G.  Meade. 

ProToat  Guard  (MacT) 

2 
23 
121 
1 
13 
11 



9 
56 

"i' 

11 

2 

9U 
942 
25 
42 
87 

4 

158 

1,462 

34 

56 

129 

3 
13 

....„ 

27 

323 

8 

Pifth  Anny  Corps  (Warren) 

Xinth  Army  Corps  (Parke) 

1 
2 

C»valrv  (GreEC) 

15 

Total  Army  of  the  Potomact 

IB 

173 

3 
2 
1 

77 

1.194 

11 
9 
5 

7 

373 

1,843 

AEMX  OF  THE  JAMES.* 
M^.  Gen.  Edwakd  0.  C.  Obd. 

7 
3 

1 

Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred  (Ferrero) 

6 

5 

Cavalry  (Kautz) 

5 

Total  Army  of  the  James 

1 

20 

6 
179 

77 

25 
1,219 

7 

15 

388 

i,890 

*  Records  defective,  and  losses  probably  not  fully  reported, 
t  For  the  losses,  in  detail,  at  Hatcher's  Run,  see  p.  63. 
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General  summary  of  casualties  in  the  Union  Forces,  ^c. — Continued. 
MARCH  1-APRIL  9. 


Command. 


ARMT  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meadk. 


Provost  Gnard  (Macv) 

Artillery  (Bunt). ..J 

Signal  Corps 

Second  Army  Corps  (Humphrevs) 

Fifth  Army  Corps  (Warren  and  Gritliii) . 

Sixth  Army  Corps  (Wright) 

Ninth  Army  Corps  (Parke) 


Cavalry  (Greeg  and  Crook)  . 
Independent  Brigade  (Collis)  . 


Killed. 


3 


234 
263 
241 
341 
10 


Total  Array  of  the  James 

Grand  total  March  1  to  April  9  f 

Grand  aggregate  January  1  to  April  9. 


20 


Total  Army  of  the  Potomac |      85 

Sheridan's  Cavalry* 

AEMT  OF  THE  JAMES. 

M^.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord. 

Staff 

Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  (Gibbon) 

Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps  ( Weitzel) 

Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred  (Hartsulf)  — 

Cavalry  Division  (Mackenzie) 

XTnattached  Cavalry 


13 


3 
3 

20  I 

T25' 

140 


161 
10 
2 
7 
2 


182 
1,447 
1,638 


Wounded. 


106 
119 
120 
148 


1 

27 
1 
1,609 
1,654 
1,582 
1,660 
45 


510 


6,647 
ST 


1,000 

41 

36 

38 

5 


68  I     1,120 


669 
"750 


8,598 
9,785 


Captured  or 
missing. 


747 
580 
122 
678 
74 


C2  I  2,249 


IS  I    212 


I 


253 
^^714 


li. 


3 

90 

1 

2,745 
2,641 
2,088 
2,872 
141 
85 


1,331 


1 
1,301 
98 
84 
81 
80 


1,645 
13,642 


3,187  j     IS,  I 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army 

of  the  Potomac. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  30, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  succinct  report  of 
the  operations  of  this  army  in  the  recent  campaign,  resulting  in  the 
evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg  and  terminating  in  the  sur- 
render of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

On  the  29th  ultimo,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  the  lieuten- 
ant-general commanding,  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  were  moved  across 
Hatchers  Run,  the  former  by  the  Vaughan  road,  the  latter  by  the  old 
stage-road  crossing  at  Perkins'.  The  Second  Corps,  holding  the  extreme 
left  of  the  line  before  Petersburg  prior  to  moving,  was  relieved  by 
Major-General  Gibbon,  commanding  two  divisions  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Corps. 

Major-General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps,  was  directed, 
after  crossing  Hatcher's  Run,  to  take  position,  with  his  right  resting 

'Includes  Crook's  (formerly  Gregg's)  division  for  April  only ;  the  losses  of  that 
division  in  March  are  counted  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Wat  losses,  in  detail,  at  Fort  Stedman,  and  in  the  Appomattox  campaign,  see 
pp.  70,  581. 
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Run,  and  his  left  extending  to  the  Quaker  road.    Major- 

General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  was  directed  at  first  to  take 
position  at  the  intersection  of  the  Vaughan  and  Quaker  roads,  and 
subsequently,  about  noon  of  the  29th,  he  was  ordered  to  move  up  the 
Quaker  road  beyond  Gravelly  Run. 

These  orders  were  duly  executed,  and  by  evening  Major-General 
Humphreys  was  in  position,  his  right  resting  near  Dabney's  Mill  and 
his  left  near  Gravelly  Meeting-House,  ou  the  Quaker  road.  In  taking 
this  position  Ma,jor-General  Humphreys  encountered  but  little  opposi- 
tion, meeting  only  a  small  force  in  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  who  were  quickly 
driven  out.  Major-General  Warren  was  delayed  in  his  movement  by 
having  to  rebuild  the  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run.  The  advance  of  his 
column,  Brigadier-General  Griffin's  division,  was  attacked  about  4 
p.  m.,  when  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Gravelly  Run,  byBushrod 
Johnson's  division.  A  spirited  engagement  ensued,  in  which  Griffin 
handsomely  repulsed  and  drove  the  enemy,  capturing  over  100  pris- 
oners. 

On  the  30th  Major-General  Humphreys  again  advaticed,  driving  the 
enemy  into  his  main  line  of  works,  and  by  night  occupying  a  line  from 
the  Crow  house,  on  Hatcher's  Run,  to  the  intersection  of  the  Dabney's 
Mill  and  Boydton  plank  roads. 

Major-General  Warren  during  this  day  advanced  on  the  Quaker  road 
to  its  intersection  with  the  Boydton  plank,  and  pushed  Ayres'  division 
in  a  northwesterly  direction  over  to  the  White  Oak  road.  No  fighting 
of  any  consequence  occurred  this  day,  exciept  picket  skirmishing  and 
exchange  of  artillery  «hots  from  the  respective  lines,  now  close  to  each 
other. 

During  the  night  of  the  30th  Major-General  Humphreys,  who  had 
intrenched  his  line,  was  directed  to  relieve  Griffin's  division,  Fifth 
Corps,  by  Miles'  division,  and  Major-General  Warren  was  ordered  to 
move  both  Crawford  and  Griffin  within  supporting  distance  of  Ayres, 
whose  position  on  the  extreme  left  was  considered  likely  to  invite 
attack. 

On  the  31st,  about  10  a.  m.,  Ayres,  under  General  Warren'e  orders, 
advanced  to  dislodge  the  enemy  in  position  on  the  White  Oak  road. 
Ayres'  attack  was  unsuccessful,  and  was  followed  by  such  a  vigorous 
attack  of  the  enemy  that  Ayres  was  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  Craw- 
ford, who,  in  turn,  was  so  strongly  pressed  by  the  enemy  as  to  force 
both  divisions  back  in  considerable  disorder  to  the  position  occupied  by 
Griffin,  when  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ceased.  Immediately  ou  ascer- 
taining the  condition  of  affairs  Major-General  Humphreys  was  ordered 
to  move  to  Warren's  support,  and  that  officer  promptly  sent  Miles' 
division  to  attack  in  flank  the  force  operating  against  Warren. 

This  movement  was  handsomely  executed  by  Miles,  who,  attacking 
the  enemy  vigorously,  drove  him  back  to  his  former  position  on  the 
White  Oak  road,  capturing  several  colors  and  many  prisoners. 

In  the  meantime  Warren  advanced  with  Griffin's  division,  supported 
by  such  portions  of  Ayres'  and  Crawford's  divisions  as  could  be  rallied, 
and  regaining  the  position  held  by  Ayres  in  the  morning.  Griffin 
attacked  with  Chamberlain's  brigade,  driving  the  enemy  and  securing 
a  lodgment  on  the  White  Oak  road. 

These  operations  over,  hearing  heavy  firing  to  the  left  and  rear,  which 
was  presumed  to  be  the  cavalry  moving  up  from  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House,  Warren  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade  down  the  White  Oat 
road  to  co-operate  with  the  cavalry.  This  brigade  by  night  reached  the 
crossing  of  Gravelly  Run,  by  the  road  leading  through  J.  Boisseau's, 
where,  not  meeting  any  enemy,  it  bivouacked. 
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During  the  night,  having  been  directed  to  send  support  to  Maior- 
General  Sheridan  at  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  Major-General  Warren 
was  ordered  to  move  with  his  whole  corps,  two  divisions  by  the  White 
Oak  road  and  one  by  the  Boydton  plank  road.  Major-General  Hum- 
phreys was  ordered  to  extend  his  left  as  far  as  practicable  consistent 
with  its  security. 

During  the  foregoing  operations  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  remained 
in  the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg,  with  orders  to  watch  the  enemy 
closely,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  lines  in  their  front  being  weakened,  to 
attack. 

On  April  1,  after  consultation  with  the  lieutenant-general  command- 
ing, believing  from  the  operations  on  his  right  that  the  enemy's  lines  on 
Lis  left  must  be  thinly  held,  orders  were  sent  to  Major-Geuerals  Wright 
and  Parke  to  attack  the  next  morning  at  4.  About  7  p.m.,  intelligence 
having  been  received  of  the  brilliant  success  of  the  cavalry  and  Fifth 
Corps  at  Five  Forks,  orders  were  sent  to  Generals  Parke  and  Wright 
to  open  their  batteries  and  press  the  enemy's  picket-line.  At  the  same 
time  Miles'  division.  Second  Corps,  was  detached  to  the  support  of 
Major-General  Sheridan,  and  Major-General  Humphreys  advised  of  the 
intended  attacks  of  the  Twenty-fourth.  Sixth,  and  Fifth  Corjis,  and 
directed  to  hold  his  two  remaining  divisions  ready  to  co-operate  in  the 
same,  should  they  prove  successful. 

On  the  2d  of  April  Major-General  Wright  attacked  at  4  a.  m.,  carry- 
ing everything  before  him,  taking  possession  of  the  enemy's  strong  line 
of  works,  and  capturing  many  guns  and  prisoners.  After  carrying  the 
enemy's  line  in  his  front,  and  reaching  the  Boydton  plank  road,  Major- 
General  Wright  turned  to  his  left  and  swept  down  the  enemy's  line  of 
intrenchments  till  near  Hatcher's  Eun,  where,  meeting  the  head  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps,  General  Wright  retraced  his  steps  and  advanced 
on  the  Boydton  plank  road  toward  Petersburg,  encountering  the  enemy 
in  an  inner  line  of  works  immediately  around  the  city.  Major-General 
Wright  dex)loyed  his  corps  confronting  their  works,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Twenty-fourth  and  part  of  the  Second  Corps. 

Major-General  Parke's  attack  at  4  a.  m.  was  also  successful,  carrying 
the  enemy's  lines,  capturing  guns  and  prisoners,  but  the  position  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  confronting  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  line  the  longest 
held  and  most  strongly  fortified,  it  was  found  he  held  a  second  and 
inner  line,  which  Major-General  Parke  was  unable  to  carry.  Receiving 
a  dispatch  during  the  morning  from  Major-General  Parke,  reporting  his 
being  pressed  by  the  enemy,  the  troops  left  in  City  Point  defenses, 
under  Brigadier-General  Benham  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Collis, 
were  ordered  up  to  General  Parke's  support,  their  prompt  arrival 
enabling  them  to  render  material  assistance  to  General  Parke  in  hold- 
ing his  lines. 

So  soon  as  Major-General  Wright's  success  was  reported  Major-Gen- 
eral Humphreys  was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  remaining  divisions  of 
his  corps — Hays,  on  the  right,  advanced  and  captured  a  redoubt  in  front 
of  the  Crow  house,  taking  a  gun  and  over  100  prisoners;  Mott,  on  the 
left,  on  advancing  on  the  Boydton  plank  road,  found  the  enemy's  line 
evacuated.  Hays  and  Mottpushed  forward  and  joined  the  Sixth  Corps, 
confronting  the  enemy.  Early  in  the  morning  Miles,  reporting  his 
return  to  his  position  on  the  White  Oak  road,  was  ordered  to  advance 
on  the  Clairborne  road  simultaneously  with  Mott  and  Hays.  Miles,  per- 
ceiving the  enemy  were  moving  to  his  right,  pursued  and  overtook  him 
at  Sutherland's  Station,  where  a  sharp  engagement  took  place.  Miles 
handling  his  single  division  with  great  skill  and  gallantry,  capturing 
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several  guns  and  many  prisoners.  On  receiving  intelligence  of  Miles 
being  engaged,  Hays  was  sent  to  his  support,  but  did  not  reach  the 
field  till  the  action  was  over. 

At  3  a.  m.  of  the  2d  [3d]  of  April  Major  Generals  Parke  and  Wright 
reported  no  enemy  in  their  front,  when,  on  advancing,  it  was  ascer- 
tained Petersburg  was  evacuated.  Willcox's  division,  Ninth  Corps, 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  town,  and  the  Second,  Sixth,  and  Ninth 
Corps  immediately  moved  up  the  river,  reaching  that  night  the  vicinity 
of  Sutherland's  Station. 

The  next  three  days — the  3d,  4th,  and  5th — the  pursuit  was  continued 
along  the  Eiver  and  Namozine  roads,  the  Fifth  Corps  following  the^ 
cavalry,  and  the  Second  and  Sixth  following  the  Fifth,  the  Ninth 
having  been  detached  to  guard  the  South  Side  Kailroad.  The  progress 
of  the  troops  was  greatly  impeded  by  the  bad  character  of  the  road, 
the  presence  of  the  supply  trains  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  cavalry,  and 
by  the  frequent  changes  of  position  of  the  cavalry,  to  whom  the  right 
of  way  was  given.  On  the  night  of  the  4th,  receiving  a  dispatch  from 
Major-General  Sheridan  that  his  army  was  in  position  at  Amelia  Court- 
House,  immediate  orders  were  given  for  the  resumption  of  the  march 
by  the  troops  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  reaching  JetersvSUe  be- 
tween 4  and  5  p.  m.  [Sthl,  where  the  Fifth  Corps  was  found  intrenched 
expecting  an  attack.  No  attack  being  made,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Gth  of  April  the  three  cori)s  were  moved  in  the  direction  of  Amelia 
Court-House,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  enemy  if  found  there; 
but  soon  after  moving  intelligence  was  received  that  Lee  had  moved 
from  Amelia  Court-House  toward  Farmville.  The  directions  of  the 
corps  were  changed,  and  the  Sixth  Corps  moved  from  the  right  to  the 
left;  the  Second  Corps  was  ordered  to  move  on  Deatonsville,  and  the 
Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  to  move  in  parallel  direction  on  the  right  and 
left,  respectively. 

The  Second  Corps  soon  came  up  with  the  enemy  and  commenced  a 
rear-guard  fight,  which  continued  all  day  till  evening,  when  tlie  enemy 
was  so  crowded  in  attempting  to  cross  Sailor's  Creek,  that  he  had  to 
abandon  a  large  train.  Guns,  colors,  and  prisoners  were  taken  in  these 
successful  operations  of  the  Second  Corps. 

The  Sixth  Corps,  on  the  left  of  the  Second,  came  up  with  the  enemy 
posted  on  Sailor's  Creek.  Major-General  Wright  attacked  with  two 
divisions  and  completely  routed  the  enemy.  In  this  attack  the  cav- 
alry, under  Major-General  Sheridan,  was  operating  on  the  left  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  while  Humphreys  was  pressing  on  the  right.  The  result 
of  the  combined  operations  was  the  capture  of  Lieutenant-General 
Ewell  and  four  other  general  oflftcers,  witli  most  of  Ewell's  corps. 

The  next  day,  the  7th  of  April,  the  Fifth  Corps  was  moved  to  the 
left  toward  Prince  Edward  Court-House.  The  Second  Corps  resumed 
the  direct  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  coming  up  with  him  at  High  Bridge, 
over  the  Appomattox.  Here  the  enemy  made  a  feeble  stand  with  his 
rear  guard,  attempting  to  burn  the  railroad  and  common  bridge. 
Being  driven  off  by  Humphreys  he  succeeded  in  burning  three  spans 
of  the  railroad  bridge,  but  the  common  bridge  was  saved,  which 
Humphreys  immediately  crossed  in  pursuit,  the  enemy  abandoning 
eighteen  guns  at  this  point.  Humphreys  came  up  with  the  enemy  at 
the  intersection  of  the  High  Bridge  and  Farmville  roads,  where  he  was 
found  intrenched  behind  rail  breast- works,  evidently  making  a  stand 
to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  his  trains.  Before  reaching  this  point 
Humphreys  had  detached  Barlow's  division  to  the  left  toward  Farm- 
ville.   Near  Farmville  Barlow  found  the  enemy,  who  was  about  evacu- 
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ating  the  place,  which  operation  was  hastened  by  a  successful  attack 
of  Barlow's. 

When  Humphreys  ascertained  the  position  of  the  enemy,  Barlow  was 
recalled,  but  did  not  reach  Humphreys  till  evening,  and  after  an  unsuc- 
cessful assault  had  been  made  by  part  of  Miles'  division. 

The  Sixth  Corps  moved  early  in  the  morning  toward  Farmville,  but 
finding  the  road  occupied,  first  by  the  cavalry  and  subsequently  by  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps,  it  was  too  late  in  the  afternoon  before  it  reached 
that  place,  where  it  was  found  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge. 
On  learning  the  position  of  Humphreys,  orders  were  sent  to  Wright  to 
cross  and  attack  in  support.  By  great  exertions  a  bridge  for  infantry 
was  constructed,  over  which  Wright  crossed,  but  it  was  night-fall  before 
this  could  be  effected. 

The  next  day,  April  8,  the  pursuit  was  continued  on  the  Lynchburg 
stage  road.  On  the  9th,  at  12  m.,  the  head  of  the  Second  Corps,  when 
within  three  miles  of  Appomattox  Court  House,  came  up  with  the 
enemy.  At  the  same  time  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Lee  asking 
for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  pending  negotiations  for  surrender.  Soon 
after  receiving  this  letter  Brigadier-General  Forsyth,  of  General  Sheri- 
dan's staff',  came  through  the  enemy's  lines  and  notified  me  a  truce  had 
been  made  by  Major-General  Ord,  commanding  the  troops  on  the  other 
side  of  Appomattox  Court  House.  In  consequence  of  this  I  replied  to 
General  Lee  that  I  should  suspend  hostilities  for  two  hours.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  I  received  the  instructions  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  to  continue  the  armistice  until  further  orders,  and 
about  4  p.  m.  I  received  the  welcome  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

It  has  been  impossible  in  the  foregoing  brief  outline  of  operations 
to  do  full  justice  to  the  several  corps  engaged.  For  this  purpose  refer- 
ence must  be  had  to  the  reports  of  corps  and  division  commanders, 
which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received.  At  the  same  time  I  would 
call  attention  to  the  handsome  repulse  of  the  enemy  by  Grifiin's  divis- 
ion. Fifth  Corps,  on  the  29th  ultimo;  to  the  important  part  taken  by 
the  Fifth  Corps  in  the  battle  of  Five  Forks;  to  the  gallant  assault,  on 
the  2d  instant,  by  the  Sixth  Corps — in  my  judgment,  the  decisive  move- 
ment of  the  campaign ;  to  the  successful  attack  of  the  Sixth  Corps  in 
the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek ;  to  the  gallant  assault,  on  the  2d  instant,  of 
the  Ninth  Corps,  and  the  firmness  and  tenacity  with  which  the  advan- 
tages then  gained  were  held  against  all  assaults  of  the  enemy;  to  the 
brilliant  attack  of  Miles'  division.  Second  Corps,  at  Sutherland's  Sta- 
tion; to  the  energetic  pursuit  and  attack  of  the  enemy  by  the  Second 
Corps  on  the  6th  instant,  terminating  in  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek, 
and  to  the  prompt  pursuit  the  next  day,  with  Barlow's  and  Miles' 
attacks— as  all  evincing  the  fact  that  this  army,  officers  and  men,  all 
nobly  did  their  duty  and  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  cheerfulness  with  which  all  submitted  to  fatigue  and 
privations  to  secure  the  coveted  prize-^the  capture  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia. 

The  absence  of  official  reports  precludes  my  forwarding  any  state- 
ment of  casualties  or  lists  of  the  captures  of  guns,  colors,  and  prison- 
ers.   To  my  staff,  general  and  personal,  I  am  indebted,  as  I  ever  have 
been,  for  the  most  zealous  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  U.  iS.  Army,  Commanding. 

Col.  T.  S.  BowEES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquaetees  Aemt  of  the  Potomac, 

June  39, 1865. 
Col.  T.  S.  BowEES, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Sdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  map*  of  the 
operations  of  this  army  from  the  29th  of  March,  1865,  to  the  9th  of 
April,  1865,  inclusive,  prepared  since  the  rendition  of  my  report,  and 
intended  to  be  appended  to  it, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[iDdoTsement.] 

Headquaetees  Aemies  op  the  United  States, 

June  30, 1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

A  VDBNDA. 

Headquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  16,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Geneeal  :  I  send  herewith  fifteen  flags,  fourteen  of  which  were  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  by  the  following  named  officers  and  men  of  the 
Second  Corps : 

At  Sailor's  Creek,  April  6:  One  each  by  Lieut.  G.  W.  Ford,  Eighty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers ;  Second  Lieut.  R.  Riddell,  Sixty- first 
New  York  Volunteers;  Private  John  Simmons,  Company  D,  Second 
New  York  Artillery;  Private  Thomas  Davis,  Company  C,  Second  New 
York  Artillery;  Private  Asel  Haggerty,  Company  A,  Sixty-first  New 
York  Volunteers ;  Private  L.  F.  Brest,  Company  D,  Fifty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers;  Private  John  Chapman,  First  Maine  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery; Corpl.  Walter  L.  Mundell,  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers;  Private 
Henry  Kline,  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers ;  Private  Orren  Bennett, 
One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Sergt.  J,  W. 
Menter,  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers;  Corpl.  A.  F.  Haynes,  Company  H, 
Seventeenth  Maine  Volunteers.  Near  Amelia  Springs,  April  6:  One 
by  Lieutenant  Newman,  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers.  At 
Sutherland's  Station,  April  2 :  One  by  Private  Josiah  Phillips,  Com- 
pany E,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.t 

Leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  for  thirty  days  have  been  granted 
to  each  of  these  officers  and  men,  excepting  Lieutenant  Newman, 
Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  who  did  not  desire  to  avail  himself 
of  the  indulgence.  These  officers  and  men,  with  the  exception  noted, 
accompany  the  flags.  The  party  is  under  charge  of  Lieut.  G.  W.  Ford, 
Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers.  I  respectfully  request  that 
medals  of  honor  may  be  presented  to  each  of  them.  The  remaining 
flag,  which  completes  the  number  of  fifteen,  will  be  presented  by  Lieut. 
A.  H.  Schoonover,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de- 
camp to  Brevet  Brigadier-General  McAllister.  He  says  that  he  was 
moving  in  advance  of  his  brigade,  as  it  charged,  and  that  he  found  the 
flag  on  the  ground,  near  the  wagon  train,  where  he  thinks  it  was 

*  See  Plate  LXXVI,  Map  5  of  the  Atlas. 

t  The  above-mentioned  officers  and  men  were  each  awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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abandoned  by  the  enemy.  As  it  is  a  new  artillery  flag,  and  as  there 
was  no  artillery  at  the  point  where  it  was  found,  it  is  General  Hum- 
phreys' opinion  that  it  had  fallen  or  been  pulled  from  some  wagon  of 
the  train.  A  leave  of  absence  has  been  given  him,  but  a  medal  of 
honor  is  not,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  recommended. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


No.  5. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Francis  E.  Parker,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

Ordnance  Office,  Hdqes.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  supplementary  report 
of  ordnance  property  received  at  the  depot  at  City  Point,  Va.,  captured 
from  and  surrendered  by  the  enemy  in  the  late  campaign.  The  few 
articles  reported  are  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  captured  property 
and  much  of  the  surrendered  ammunition  was  destroyed  on  the  spot 
for  want  of  transportation : 

Field  gun  carriages,  108;  siege  gun  carriages,  2;  mortar  beds  (Coe- 
horn),  7;  limbers,  36;  caissons,  19.    Field  ammunition,  4,440  rounds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  PAEKEE, 
Lieutenant  and  Chief  Ordnance  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Col.  George  D.  Etjggles, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Surg.  Thomas  A .  McParlin,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director,  of 
operations  January  1-June  30. 

No.  209  G  Street, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  21, 1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tabular  report  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  January  1, 1865,  and  other 
accompanying  reports  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  medical  dejjart- 
meut  since  that  period. 

In  January  this  army  was  composed  of  the  Second,  Fifth,  Sixth,  and 
Ninth  Corps,  the  Second  Cavalry  Division,  and  independent  commands, 
viz:  Artillery  Eeserve,  Provost-Marshal  General's  Brigade,  Engineer 
Brigade  and  Battalion,  and  Signal  Corps.  The  troops  were  comfort- 
ably quartered  for  the  season,  so  far  as  compatible  with  their  duties  and 
position  in  the  lines  and  works  investing  Petersburg  and  confronting 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  In  the  month  no  important  movement 
occurred. 

In  December,  1864,  the  supply  of  fresh  vegetables  had  ceased.  This 
deprivation  continued  so  long  that  in  March  the  subject  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general. 

April  29,  the  medical  inspector.  Second  Corps,  specially  reported  on 
the  supply  as  inadequate  to  preserve  a  proper  standard  of  health  in  the 
command,  citing  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  of  an  obstinate  and 
exhausting  character  as  attributable  thereto. 

January  13,  recommendation  was  made  that  cooking  by  companies 
be  enforced  and  attention  be  reinvited  to  existing  orders  requiring  it. 
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Vide,  General  Orders,  No.  52,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  May 
15, 1863.*  It  should  be  remarked  that  the  deficiencies  of  fresh  vege- 
tables was  attributed  by  the  subsistence  department  to  want  ot  trans- 
portation. T    f-n  4-  u 

The  rebel  fleet  came  down  from  Eichmond  to  the  lower  end  ot  uutcn 
Gap  Canal  January  24,  but  after  suffering  the  loss  of  one  of  its  vessels, 
exploded  by  a  shell  from  our  batteries  on  the  right  bank  of  the  James 
River,  the  fleet  steamed  back. 

1  had  taken  measures  from  the  original  occupancy  of  the  depot  to 
have  the  supplies  of  the  medical  purveyor  kept  afloat  and  ready  for 
movement  should  any  contingency  require  it. 

Preparations  for  a  military  operation  were  made  early  iu  February, 
aud  the  clearance  of  the  field  hospitals  and  commands  of  men  unable 
to  participate  in  it  became  necessary.  Over  2,000  were  sent  down  to 
the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point,  in  thirty  six  hours,  chiefly  at 
night,  the  railroad  conducting  its  ordinary  business  iu  the  meantime. 

On  the  5th  of  February  the  movement  to  Dabney's  Mill  and  Hateher's 
Kun  began.  The  Second  Cavalry  Division,  moving  by  Reams'  Station 
and  Rowanty  Creek,  made  a  demonstration  toward  Dinwiddle  Court- 
House,  but  returned  back  by  Rowanty  and  the  Boydton  and  Vaughan 
roads,  and  guarded  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  which  had  been  advanced 
by  the  Second  Corps  aud  extended  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  co-operating 
on  the  left  of  the  Second.  Two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps  were  iu 
reserve  and  ready  to  support  where  required.  A  train  of  eighteen 
wagons  were  captured  by  the  cavalry.  I  have  no  data  by  which  to 
detail  the  f>peratiori8,  and  will  briefly  state  that  the  Second  Corps  and 
the  Fifth  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  (troops  of  Hill,  Gordon,  Mahone 
and  Pegram).  The  Fifth  Corps  lost  some  of  the  ground  over  which  it 
had  advanced,  but  a  permanent  lodgment  and  advance  was  maintained, 
and  the  line  (extended  by  two  or  three  miles)  permanently  added  on  the 
left  of  the  army. 

The  roads  were  corduroyed  and  the  surface  railroad  extended,  cor- 
responding to  the  left.  The  wounded  were  not  very  far  from  their 
established  division  hospitals  and  trains,  and,  after  receiving  jiecessary 
surgical  attention,  were  sent  from  Patrick's  Station,  very  promptly,  by 
rail  to  City  Point. 

The  following  number  of  wounded  were  admitted  to  field  hospitals, 
afterward  sent  to  Depot  Field  Hospital,  from  this  movement,  from  Feb- 
ruary 5  to  9 : 


1 

1 
1 

1 
i 

i 

o 

1 

1 

Id  field  hospital  of  corps : 

February  5, 18C5 

12 

63 

S 

4 

513 

-  164 

"'io' 

5 

1 
71 

21 

February  6, 1865 

577 

February  7, 1865 

250 

Total 

848 

Id  depot  field  hospital  at  City  Point  from  field  hospitals: 
February  7. 1865 

241 

146 

Totel ...                  

828 

•See  Vol.  XXV,  Part  II,  p.  491. 
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In  March  orders  were  given  requiring  the  division  hospitals  to  be 
kept  clear  of  wounded  and  sick  wlio  would  be  in  the  way  in  case  imme- 
diate movement  was  directed.  In  answer  to  my  application  hospital 
cars  were  procured  by  the  chief  quartermaster  and  superintendent  of 
military  railroad,  to  the  great  improvement  of  the  mode  of  transporta- 
tion of  sick  and  wounded  to  City  Point. 

In  view  of  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  approaching  opera- 
tions and  possible  co-operative  movements  by  several  armies,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  commanding  general  was  invited,  in  February,  to  the  pro- 
priety of  having  a  reserve  train  of  ambulances  kept  bj'  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  from  which  deficiencies  in  the  corps  might  be  promptly 
filled,  and  to  be  subject  to  my  order  whenever  emergency  might  demand. 
The  application  did  not  receive  favorable  action.  A  material  reduction 
was  unexpectedly  announced  at  this  time  in  the  number  of  army  wagons 
authorized  for  the  medical  and  hospital  department.  Considerable 
property  was  turned  in  before  the  campaign  commenced,  but  it  became 
necessary  afterward  to  throw  out  and  abandon  many  articles,  as  the 
rains  of  March  29  and  30,  for  a  time,  made  the  roads  impassable  for 
heavily  laden  wagons. 

The  proper  subsistence  of  officers  in  field  hospitals,  and  of  their  serv- 
ants, in  a  manner  least  likely  to  lead  to  abuse  had  attracted  my  atten- 
tion, and  some  diversity  of  management  was  tolerated  for  a  few  months 
in  order  to  ascertain  a  correct  system.  I  became  convinced,  however, 
that  no  charges  should  be  made  against  wounded  officers,  and  that  their 
admission  and  continuance  in  field  hospitals  should  be  encouraged;  at 
the  same  time  they  should  be  required  to  furnish  a  ration  which  recent 
legislation  and  orders  had  authorized  and  facilitated.  The  circular  of 
March  24  was  therefore  issued.* 

In  March  I  caused  the  regimental  surgeons  and  assistants  to  be 
returned  to  their  regiments  in  the  field  from  duty  in  the  depot  hos- 
pitals at  City  Point,  their  duties  devolving  upon  contract  physicians, 
who  were  sent  to  me  by  the  Surgeon-General. 

Although  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  line  had  been  superseded  at 
the  depot  hospital  by  musicians,  their  commanders  still  made  frequent 
application  for  relief  of  their  detailed  bandmen,  drummers,  buglers,  &c. 
It  became,  therefore,  desirable  to  have  the  services  of  hired  nurses  or 
members  of  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  for  duty  as  a  hospital  corps. 
After  consultation  with  the  assistant  adjutant- general  the  subject  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Surgeon-General;  but  reliable  contract 
nurses  were  difficult  to  obtain,  and  the  great  demand  for  nurses,  cooks, 
&c.,  from  the  Eeserve  Corps  for  general  hospitals  precluded  any  detail  for 
our  field  hospital  at  City  Point.  Had  a  hospital  corps  been  properly 
organized  during  the  war,  I  am  persuaded  that  good  material  would 
have  been  attracted  to  it  and  the  public  service  have  been  greatly 
benefited  thereby.  They  would  have  been  eligible  for  duties  in  the 
general  hospitals,  in  field  and  depot  hospitals,  andiihe  transport  steam- 
ers of  the  medical  department.  The  sick  and  wounded  need  seldom 
have  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  tlie  medical  department  until  they 
reached  the  depot  of  the  army  again,  and  many  thousands  who  entered 
the  convalescent  camps  and  rendezvous  (to  be  detained,  and,  in  many 
cases,  lost  to  the  fighting  force)  could  have,  to  a  great  extent,  been 
directly  returned  by  the  medical  transports  to  their  commands  for  duty. 

At  4.30  a.  m.  of  the  25th  of  March  the  enemy,  under  Gordon,  assaulted 
the  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  in  force,  moving  in  three  columns— one 

'  See  11.  616, 
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sweeping  to  the  left  toward  Battery  9,  one  to  the  right  ou  Fort  Haskell, 
while  the  third  moved  forward  directly  toward  Fort  Stedman.  Asst. 
Surg.  S.  Adams,  U.  S.  Army,  iu  a  report  to  me  of  March  31,  describes 
the  affair,  and  1  invite  attention  to  his  paper  for  details  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  medical  department  connected  therewith.* 

Mahone's  (rebel)  division  attacked  at  the  same  time  the  front  of  Gen- 
eral Miles  (Second  Corps),  but  was  repulsed.  The  casualties  in  Second 
Corps  was  444  wounded.  The  wounded  had  been  attended  to  and  for- 
warded to  depot  hospital,  City  Point,  by  noon  of  the  following  day. 

After  the  repulse  and  disaster  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  in  the  Fort 
Stedman  affair  comparative  quiet  obtained,  but  for  a  very  brief  period. 
After  three  days  of  preparations,  in  which  the  troops  from  the  Army 
of  the  James  (three  divisions)  were  brought  over  in  co-operation  and  the 
Second  Division  of  Cavalry  had  been  detached  from  us  to  report  to 
General  Sheridan,  the  grand  campaign  of  1865  was  inaugurated.  The 
operations  of  the  medical  department  of  the  cavalry,  from  January  1  to 
the  28th  of  March,  are  described  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
surgeon-in  chief,  E.  J.  Marsh,  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army.t 

The  position  of  the  several  corps  March  29  was  as  follows :  Extend- 
ing westward  from  the  Appomattox,  the  Ninth  Corps,  the  Sixth  Corps, 
the  newly  joined  Second  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps,  and  First 
Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  from  the  Army  of  the  James,  then  the 
Second  Corps,  and  Fifth  Corps.  The  Cavalry  Corps,  nnder  General 
Sheridan,  were  operating  near  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  on  the  extreme 
left.  The  Depot  Hospital  at  City  Point  was  accessible  by  surface 
railroad  as  far  west  as  Humphreys'  Station,  near  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps  camps  and  field  hospitals,  and  convenient  by  intermediate  sta- 
tions with  all  the  other  corps.  The  medical  purveying  department 
maintained  a  constant  battle-field  supply,  in  thirty-six  wagons,  at  the 
front,  which  parked  and  advanced  with  the  headquarters  train. 

The  subjoined  memorandum  of  dates  and  occurrences,  as  an  outline  of 
the  campaign,  may  be  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  accompanying 
detailed  descriptions  and  report: 

March  29,  Fifth  Corps  engaged  on  the  Quaker  road.  March  30, 
Fifth  Corps  engaged  on  the  White  Oak  road ;  Second  Corps  advancing 
shortens  and  straightens  the  lines.  General  Sheridan's  cavalry  engage 
the  enemy  near  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  March  31,  Fifth  Corps  and 
Miles'  division,  Second  Corps,  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  afternoon.  In 
tbe  morning  it  rained  very  heavily. 

April  1,  cavalry  of  General  Sheridan  and  Fifth  Corps  (detached  from 
Army  of  the  Potomac)  defeat  the  enemy  at  Five  Forks.  April  2,  gen- 
eral assault  before  daylight  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  works  defending 
I'etersburg;  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  break  tbe  lines,  making 
Petersburg  untenable;  Petersburg  and  Kjchmond  evacuated  at  night. 
April  3,  pursuit  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  retreating  toward 
Danville.  April  4,  pursuit  continued  by  Army  of  Potomac  corps,  the 
divisions  from  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  the  cavalry.  April  5  pur- 
suit continued;  atJetersville  the  cavalry  had  a  slight  attair,  ho'ldinu 
the  enemy;  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  come  up  and  take  positioii 
for  attack;  the  enemy  withdraw  in  the  night.  April  6,  battle  of 
Sailor's  Creek  (cavalry  and  Sixth  Corps),  resulting  iu  the  surrender  of 
Ewell  and  other  Confederate  generals  and  several  thousand  prisoners 
April  7,  pursuit  and  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  toward  High  Brid<'e 
Farmville,  aud^beyond.    April  8,  enemy  retreating  toward  Lynchburg 
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ou  the  road  from  FarmviUe  to  Appomattox  Court-House;  is  checked  in 
front  on  the  9th  of  April  by  the  Army  of  the  James  divisions  (General 
Ord),  the  Fifth  Corps  (General  Griffin),  and  cavalry,  General  Sheridan 
in  chief  command.  General  Meade,  having  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps 
massed  and  pressing  against  the  enemy's  rear  for  attack,  received  a 
request  for  cessation  of  hostilities  with  a  view  to  surrender.  Terms  of 
snrrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to  General  Grant  arranged 
and  announced  in  the  afternoon.    The  campaign  ended. 

The  reports  of  the  medical  directors  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps 
and  of  the  medical  inspectors  Second,  Fifth,  and  Ninth  Corps,  the 
ambulance  officer  Second  Corps,  and  the  inspector  at  army  headquar- 
ters, Surg.  J.  A.  Lidell,  describes  in  so  full  and  interesting  a  manner  the 
character  of  the  campaign  relative  to  the  medical  department,  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  refer  to  the  papers  themselves. 
Reports  from  all  the  corps  and  commands  have  not  been  received  as 
called  for ;  should  they  be  rendered  hereafter  I  will  request  that  they 
be  appended  to  this  report. 

After  the  capture  of  Petersburg  the  chief  medical  officer  of  Depot 
Hospital  was  ordered  to  jnish  forward,  to  the  most  advanced  depot  of 
the  array  to  which  railroad  facilities  were  extended,  a  sub-depot  field 
hospital,  to  receive  and  care  for  wounded  until  they  could  be  trans- 
ported to  City  Point.  For  this  purpose  a  train,  ordered  on  the  3d,  was 
started  on  the  7th  of  April  ^vith  25  medical  officers,  200  hospital  tent 
flies,  with  dressings,  food  for  four  days  for  2,500  wounded,  3  hospital 
stewards,  and  100  detailed  men  accompanied  it,  taking  also  axes, 
spades,  cooking  ut«nsils,  necessary  articles  for  organizing  a  movable 
dei>ot  hospital,  designed  more  especially  to  att'ord  temporary  food,  shel- 
ter, medical  supplies,  and  attendance  of  wounded  wlio  were  to  be  sent 
away  while  the  army  corps  might  be  moving.  It  was  my  design  to 
have  this  advance  hospital  move  with  the  railroad  and  general  depot 
at  the  front,  but  the  brevity  and  decisive  character  of  the  campaign 
made  it  unnecessary  to  cany  it  beyond  Burke's  Station,  where  it  was 
discontinued  April  30,  after  an  existence  there  of  eighteen  days.  The 
chief  medical  officer  at  City  Point  had  been  instructed,  March  28,  to  be 
prepared  to  expand  his  hospitals  to  their  utmost  capacity  at  short 
notice ;  to  send  off  in  hospital  transports  as  many  of  the  cases  as  were 
proper  for  general  hospital,  aud  vipon  the  contingency  of  a  great  battle 
to  telegiaph  to  the  Surgeon-General  for  additional  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring them. 

The  wounded  of  the  Fifth  and  Second  Corps  from  the  extension  of 
our  lines  to  the  left,  March  29,  30,  31  (1,400),  received  attention  on  the 
field  at  Spain's  house,  Quaker  Church,  and  the  Chimneys,  and  at  the 
division  hospitals,  near  the  Cummings  house.  The  regular  division 
hospitals  of  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  were  not  moved  until  after  the 
army  had  captured  Petersburg  and  started  west  in  pursuit  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

In  the  action  around  Dinwiddle  and  Five  Forks  the  wounded  of  the 
cavalry  and  Fifth  Cori»s  were  sent  to  the  Methodist  Church  field  hos- 
pital (."^82)  April  1,  and  thence  by  ambulances  and  wagons,  in  a  great 
part,  to  Humphreys'  Station,  sur^ce  railroad;  the  remainder  accom- 
panied the  Fifth  Corps,  and  were  nt  to  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the 
South  Side  Eailroad,  ten  miles  from  Petersburg. 

At  the  personal  request  of  the  medical  director  of  the  cavalry  I 
directed  that  the  wounded  of  General  Sheridan's  command  should  be 
received  in  the  Cavalry  Corps  hospital,  under  direction  of  the  chief 
medical  officer  depot  field  hospital  Army  of   tlie  Potomac,  at  City 
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Point,  and.  subsequently  also  gave  authority  for  the  admission  of 
wounded  from  the  cavalry  into  any  of  the  infantry  corps  field  hospitals 
at  the  front.  I  believe  that  in  this  way  the  cavalry  was  disencum- 
bered and  its  movements  facilitated  under  the  arrangements  already 
made.  While  the  system  in  use  enabled  me  readily  to  accord  the  facili- 
ties desired,  it  could  have  been  expanded  beyond  such  requirements. 

The  wounded  in  the  general  assault  (1,972),  April  2,  upon  the  forts 
and  works  before  Petersburg  were  received  in  the  regular  division 
hospitals  of  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps,  long  established  and  connected  by 
railroad  with  City  Point.  The  272  wounded  of  General  Miles'  division, 
Second  Corps,  on  that  day  were  received  at  Moody's  house,  near  Five 
Forks.  The  rebel  wounded  found  in  Petersburg  April  3  were  con- 
tinued in  Confederate  general  hospital,  under  the  charge  of  their  sur- 
geons, and  generally  throughout  the  cam])aigu  they  were  moved  as 
little  as  possible  until  they  were  able  to  be  sent  parbled  toward  their 
homes.  I  desir.ed,  for  many  reasons,  to  have  United  States  wounded 
kept  out  of  Petersburg,  and  as  ample  accommodations  and  comforts 
were  prepared  at  City  Point  they  weie  ordered  to  be  sent  there  with- 
out delay,  whence  also  they  could  soon  be  transferred  northward  and 
near  their  friends. 

Several  days  elapsed  before  the  railroad  was  available  from  City 
Point  beyond  Petersburg,  and  it  was  necessary  to  repair  the  South 
Side  Eailroad  and  change  its  gauge  from  Petersburg  toward  Danville. 
When  it  was  complete  as  far  as  Wilson's  Station  the  sub-depot  hospital 
was  moved  there  from  City  Point,  April  7,  and  received  several  hun- 
dred wounded  from  that  vicinity  (chiefly  from  the  cavalry  of  General 
Sheridan).  The  wounded  from  the  operations  around  Jetersville, 
Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  High  Bridge,  Farmville,  and  beyond, 
were  sent  from  those  places  and  from  the  Brooks  and  Vaughan  houses 
and  Appomattox  to  Burke's  Station  after  April  6.  The  presence  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  at  that  place  made  it  convenient  and  proper  to  receive  the 
wounded  at  the  division  hospitals  of  that  corps,  established  as  a  depot 
for  wounded  until  the  sub-depot  hospital  could  be  brought  up.  This 
was  then  at  Wilson's  Station,  miles  distant.  The  medical  purveyor's 
train  was  atBurke's  Station,  and  ready  to  supply  whatever  was  required 
at  the  depot  or  at  the  front;  for  this  last  purpose  it  passed  on  to 
Farmville  April  9. 

About  2,000  wounded  and  500  sick  were  received  at  Burke's  depot 
from  the  different  corps.  The  sub-depot  hospital  established  by  Sur- 
geon Bendell  received,  from  April  9  to  30,  660  sick  and  192  wounded; 
of  these  6  died  and  838  were  sent  by  railroad  to  the  principal  hospital, 
City  Point. 

The  ambulance  train  of  the  Ninth  Corps  and  the  captured  ambu- 
lances and  empty  wagons  were  used,  in  addition  to  the  three  ambulance 
trains,  in  the  collection  and  transfer  of  wounded  from  battle-fields,  of 
which  Burke's  Station  was  the  depot. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  several  hun- 
dred Confederate  wounded,  and  those  of  the  United  States  whom  it 
was  improper  to  move  at  Farmville,  were  cared  for  in  a  most  comfort- 
able general  hospital  established  there.  Surgeon  Blackwood  Surgeon 
Evans,  and  Surgeon  Wolf,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  acted  as  chief  medical 
oflftcers.  The  latter  remained  after  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had 
marched  toward  Alexandria. 

The  wounded  of  all  corps  and  services  were  received  and  thoroughly 
cared  for.  The  last  of  our  wounded  were  sent  down  from  Burke's  Sta- 
tion to  City  Point  April  13,  although  scattering  cases  continued  to  be 
ref^eived  until  April  20, 
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April  30, 1  ordered  the  assistant  medical  purveyor  to  discontinue  his 
sub-depot  at  Burke's  Station,  and  proceed  with  train  and  supplies  to 
City  Point  and  report  to  Medical  Purveyor  Brinton.  The  Sixth  Corps 
was  then  at  Danville,  where  it  remained  some  time.  Other  corps  of 
the  army  marched  for  Alexandria  early  in  May. 

The  depot  hospital  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  City  Point,  was  ordered 
to  be  reduced  2,500  beds  April  30,  and  to  be  moved  to  Alexandria 
May  4,  and  again  to  be  finally  discontinued  May  25.  After  the 
cases  had  been  properly  disposed  of  (by  transfer  to  general  hos- 
pital in  Washington,  and  to  Alexandria  for  discharge  from  service) 
the  establishment  ceased  to  exist.  The  ])urveying  department,  which 
was  reduced  in  May,  was  terminated  and  the  property  turned  in  at 
Washington  in  June.  The  contracts  of  acting  assistant  and  acting 
staff  surgeons  were  canceled  on  the  breaking  tip  of  the  army.  On  the 
30th  of  June,  1865,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ceased  to  exist  as  an 
organization. 

The  non-receipt  of  many  sub-reports  makes  this  necessarily  incom- 
plete. As  I  may  be  uuable  hereafter  to  give  proper  attention  to  the 
subject,  I  deem  it  advisable  not  to  delay  rendering  what  is  now  avail- 
able. 

Of  the  hospital  fund  in  my  hands,  accruing  from  tax  on  the  sales  of 
newspapers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  luxuries  for  the  hospitals  and  necessary  articles  for  the  transactions 
of  the  business  of  the  medical  department  since  last  report,  $5,070.35. 
The  amount  received  from  such  tax  since  June  1, 1805,  has  been  $6,384. 
On  hand  December  31, 1864,  last  report,  $9,025.04.  The  balance  remain- 
ing in  my  hands  upon  breaking  up  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  June 
29, 1865,  $10,339.04.  This  balance,  pursuant  to  proceedings  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  Board  appointed  by  Special  Orders,  No.  163,  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  Potomac,  approved  by  the  commanding  general, 
was  turned  over  by  me  July  1, 1865,  to  the  Surgeon-General,  in  trust, 
to  be  made  a  donation  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  National 
Asylum,  created  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1865.  (See 
appendix.) 

The  strength  of  medical  department  and  ambulance  corps  for  the 
period  embraced  in  the  report  has  been  as  follows : 


Alcflical  l>opartmL'iit. 


i 


Aiiibiilauci)  ('»r]iN. 


Jannary  Ul  . . 
February  28  . 
March 3i  .... 

.April  30 

May  31 

June  30 


1865. 


. 

fficers. 

X 

9 

i 

- 

■s 

•s 

c 

^ 

^ 

n 

504 

:iu 

522 

40 

510 

2 

42 

421 

2 

3G 

409 

2 

36 

I'rcBftiit. 


o 


Abseut. 


43 
44 
44 
33 
34 


1,907 
1,681 
1,680 
1.415 
1,330 


i 

4  1 

93 

4  i 

107 

7  1 

111 

3  i 

70 
73 

.  .  .1. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  ambulance  officers  afford  additional 
information.* 
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The  following  statement  exhibits  the  extent  of  the  charge  exercised 
by  the  medical  department  and  changes  therein  during  the  half  year 
ending  June  30, 1865: 

Nnmber  of  sick  and  wounded  remaining  in  Army  of  the  Potomac  Decem- 
ber 31,  1864,  and  to  be  acconiited  for,  viz : 

In  the  field 2,560 

In  depot  hospital 2,  895 

In  Northern  U.  S.  general  hospitals  (approximative) 17,  816 

Nnmber  taken  sick  and  wonnded  from  January  1  to  J  une  30,  1865 75, 418 

Returned  from  furlough  and  desertion : 

To  field  hospitals 77 

To  depot  hospitals 138 

Total 215 

Aggregate 98, 904 

Of  these  the  following  disposition  lias  been  made  so  far  as  reported: 


Betumed  to  du^ 

Trannferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps 

DiBcbarged  from  service 

Deserted 

Died 

Fnrlonghed 


'   In  depot 

T    ..    Bill  ?/•* '•™-    InNorthern 
I.,  the  field.  p.t^  Anny    j^^g^^JX 

I  Potomac. 


.■"17. 0:i7  :          lil»2  4,949 

277  200  38.3 

list  93  5, 122 

6  85  421 

055  .-.72  1,518 

72  .               529  ; 

Remaining  on  sick  report  June  30.  IHfij 1.G.VJ  <rr)  b22,458 


Aggregatf,  98,904. 

aNour,  eHtablishliieiit  li.'iviii;;  lu'en  di-HcoiitioiKMl. 
b  Yet  to  bi'  itrcouDtcd  for. 


Under  the  operation  of  general  orders  those  remaining  in  U.  S.  general 
hospitals  whose  physical  condition  will  permit  will  bedischarged  from  the 
service  as  soon  as  such  action  can  be  correctly  and  properly  effected. 
The  number  (17,816)  in  U.  S.  general  hospitals  13ecember  31,  1864, 
being  approximative,  the  22,458  yet  to  be  accounted  for  is  an  approx- 
imate estimate  also.  Comparison  of  the  numbers  received  in  the  Depot 
Field  Hospital,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  City  Point,  since  January,  1865, 
26,244,  with  the  number  reported  as  sent  to  general  hospital  from  the 
field,  17,673,  shows  a  difference  of  8,571 .  This  is  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  the  Depot  Hospital,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  City  Point, 
admittefl  the  wounded  and  sick  of  the  other  co-operative  armies,  from 
which  I  received  no  report.  The  number  is  large  also  because  many 
men,  unable  to  accompany  their  commands  npon  the  return  march  to 
the  Potomac,  who  under  other  circumstances  would  not  have  been 
detached  from  their  regiments,  were  sent  to  City  Point  to  be  trans- 
ported by  water.  The  number  sent  North  from  City  Point  was  15,606. 
Tlie  difference  between  number  reported  sent  to  general  hospital  and 
number  received  at  City  Point,  in  the  several  months,  were— for  Jan- 
uary, 94;  February,  903;  March,  1,365;  April,  5,611;  May,  928— which 
indicate  the  principal  discrepancies  as  occurring  during  the  period  of 
most  active  operations  and  from  the  cause  above  stated. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  gunshot 
wounds  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  January  to  June  30,  1865 
according  to  the  monthly  reports  received,  was  6,833,  whereas  the 
number  of  gunshot  wounds  actually  admitted  at  City  Point  was  9  137 
The  number  of  wounds  and  injuries  (Class  V)  reported  admitted  in  the 
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Held  hospital  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  same  period  was  9,959. 
The  number  of  wounds  and  injuries  (Class  V)  admittecl  at  City  Point 
from  January  1  to  May  31,  ac<rordinjf  to  inspectors'  reports  from  this 
and  other  armies,  is  11,395. 

With  au  army  iu  canipaigu,  errors  and  omissions  are  to  be  expected 
in  the  reports.  The  present,  however,  are  more  complete  and  correct 
than  I  anticipated,  inasmuch  as  many  regiments  and  oflBcers  were 
mustered  out  of  service  and  changes  of  organizations  rapidly  made, 
especially  in  that  period  between  the  return  of  the  army  to  the  Potomac 
and  its  dissolution. 

The  statistical  reports  appended  furnish  interesting  details.* 

A  few  obvious  clerical  errors  have  been  made,  viz,  typhus  fever,  eleven 
cases,  and  yellow  fever,  two  cases,  are  reported,  figures  which  should 
have  been  entered  in  the  column  "tyjjhoid  or  typho-malarial,"  next 
adjoining,  but  the  errors  are  retained  in  the  consolidations  rather  than 
have  alterations  made  in  otherwise  accurate  tables.  From  the  discon- 
tinuance of  very  many  general  hospitals  (since  the  date  for  which  this 
report  is  rendered),  and  the  rapid  reductions  made  in  the  number  of 
inmates  of  the  few  that  remain,  it  is  certain  that  of  the  "  number 
(22,458)  yet  to  be  accounted  for  "  (as  stated  in  the  i)receding  summary) 
thousands  have  been  discharged,  and  but  a  small  proportion  remain. 

The  condition  and  operations  of  the  Ambulance  Coi-ps  have  been  such 
as  to  reiiect  credit  upon  the  oflScers  charged  with  its  command,  and  to 
evidence  how  essentiiil  an  clement  it  is  to  the  efficiency  of  the  medical 
department  and  the  line  of  the  army  as  well.  An  army  that  has  wit- 
nessed its  beneticent  provisions  is  prepared  the  more  to  appreciate  the  - 
justice  and  wisdom  of  committing  to  the  medical  department  trusts  and 
powers  in  some  degree  commensurate  with  duties  imposed,  and  which 
it  can  best  i)erform. 

1  desire  to  invite  special  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  the 
successful  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  medical  department  in  the 
discharge  of  their  official  duties  by  the  following  officers :  Lieut.  Col. 
Charles  Page,  medical  director  Second  Cor)»s,  formerly  the  assistant 
and  at  times  acting  medical  director  of  this  army;  Lieut.  Col.  S.  A. 
Holman,  medical  director  Sixth  Corps;  Lieut.  Col.  T.  E.  Spencer,  med- 
ical director  Fifth  Corps;  Lieut.  Col.  E.  B.  Dalton,  medical  director 
Ninth  Corps;  Surg.  G.  B.  Parker,  successor  of  Surgeon  Dalton  as 
chief  medical  officer  of  Depot  Field  Hospital,  Army  of  the  Potomac; 
Asst.  Surg,  J.  B.  Brinton,  medical  purveyor  of  the  army. 

To  my  immediate  assistants,  Surg.  J.  A.  Lidell,  inspector  of  the  med- 
ical and  hospital  department  of  this  army,  and  Asst.  Surg.  J.  Sim 
Smith,  attending  surgeon  at  headquarters,  to  whom  1  am  indebted  for. 
valuable  assistance  in  discharge  of  special  duties  committed  to  them; 
Asst.  Surg.  E.  J.  Marsh,  U.  S.  Army,  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Second 
Cavalry  Division,  passed  to  the  command  of  General  Sheridan  the  day 
preceding  the  campaign.  He  has  i)erformed  all  duties  while  under  my 
direction  with  signal  ability. 

In  closing  this  report  of  the  last  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
1  desire  to  acknowledge  the  cordial  co-operation  which  has  been 
extended  to  me  by  the  chiefs  of  the  staff'  departments  of  this  army, 
and  the  agreeable  relations  which  have  continued  throughout  eighteen 
months  of  duty  as  its  medical  director.  The  medical  officers,  generally, 
animated  by  high  personal,  professional,  ami  patriotic  motives,  have 
manifested  a  practiced  skill  and  great  devotion  to  duty.    My  anxieties 
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and  responsibilities,  lighteued  by  their  labors,  have  now  ceasetl  in  the 
success  of  military  operations,  and  I  experience  the  pride  of  past  mem- 
bership with  them  in  the  veteran  army. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THS.  A.  McPAKLIK, 
Brt.  Gol.  <md  Surg.  U.  S.  A.,  Late  Med.  Dir.  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Geokge  D.  EtiGGLES, 

AHui.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Mil.  Dir.  of  the  Atlantic,  Fhiladelphia,  Fa. 

CiitcuLAE,  )         Heauquaktkrs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
[  Medical  Director's  Office, 

No.  It.       )  March  34,  I860. 

Sir:  You  are  directed  to  instruct  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals 
to  require  officers  treated  therein  to  furnish  their  own  subsistence  and 
that  of  their  servants,  if  present  in  hospital.  No  other  charge  will  be 
exacted  from  these  officers.  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  series  of  1864,  published  in  Special  Orders,  44,  of  June  28, 
1864,  from  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States,  authorized  offi- 
cers of  this  army  to  draw  two  rations  in  kind  per  day,  subsistence  for 
them  to  be  drawn  as  for  troops,  but  on  separate  returns.  Attention  is 
invited  to  the  provisions  of  paragraph  2,  War  Department  General 
Orders,  No.  13,  of  February  6,  1865,  which  authorized  officers  actually 
in  the  field,  who  are  without  the  means  of  paying  for  subsistence  stores 
and  have  over  one  month's  pay  due,  to  draw  from  the  commissary  for 
themselves  and  servants  one  regular  army  ration  per  day,  on  oidinary 
ration  returns. 

It  is  believed  that  the  authority  above  given  provides  all  that  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  surgeons  to  take  care  of  sick  and  Mounded 
officers. 

THS.  A.  McPARLlN, 

Stirg.  U.  S.  Army,  Col.  and  Medical  IHrector  Army  of  the  Potomav. 

(To  medical  directors  of  corps  and  chief  medical  officers  of  independent 
commands.) 

[lDt-loHiiri>  No.  2.] 

Comolidated  atatemeiil  0/  uoundu  in  tlir  .Irmy  of  the  Potomac. 

FEBRUAKY,  1H05. 


LocatioiL  of  injury. 


HeadaDd  face 

Neck 

Shoulder 

Thorax 

Abdomen 

Back  and  hips 

Perineum  and  genitals. 
Superior  extremitieb . . . 
Inferior  extremities  . . . 


Secoud 
Corps. 


Total  . 


rifth 
Corp.s. 


Sixth 
Corp.s. 


I 

33 
12 
34 
42 
25 
3!)  I 

320  I 
647 


Ninth 
Corps. 


10 
4 


!   Second 

I  DiviNion, 

!  Cavalry 

Corps! 


8 
4 
3 
1 

31 

8  I 

83  ' 


J'otal. 


74 
IS 
43 
60 
39 
49 
'  1 
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Consolidated  Hatement  of  woundt  in  ike  Army  of  the  Potomoc— Continued. 
TEBRUAKY,  1865— Continued. 


Location  of  injury-. 

Second 
Corps. 

Fifth 
1    Corps. 

Sixth 
Corps. 

Ninth 
Corps. 

Second 
Division, 
Cavalry 

Corps. 

Total. 

Deaths  in  field  hospitali) 

9               16 

5               11 

HI             668 

2  '            50 

2               11 

22,607         18,131 

73                60 

1 

1 

64 

4 

26 
19 

Shell  wonnds 

2 
10 
3 

Bullet  wounds 

832 
69 

Amputations  in  field  hospitals 

Excisions  In  field  hospitals 

13 

Aggregate  strength  present 

Medical  officers  present 

5,985 
16 

9,287 
29 

56,010 

Killeda 

25  1           115 

117  1           870 

3  1            174 

j 

1 

24 
6 

13 
91 
9 

154 

"Wounded  a 

Missing  a 

192 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  niifls- 

145  1        1,159 
j 
rding  to  regimental 
inth  Corps  for  Febr 

MARCH,  1865 

31 

113 

1,418 

ing. 



aAcco 
Remarks.— Xo  report  received  from  N 

reports, 
lary. 

IfOcatioD  of  iujory. 

Second 
Corps. 

84 
11 
37 
66 
35 
54 
2 
360 
108 

Filth 
Corps. 

112 

14 

81 

61 

61 

98 

7 

488 

243 

Sixth 
Corps. 

"~ ~ 

41 
8 
22 
19 
10 
30 

Ninth 
Corps. 

Total. 

Head  and  face. 

65 
» 
24 
30 
37 
29 
16 
119 
35 

302 

42 

164 

176 

143 

211 

25 

1,112 

Neck 

Shoulder 

Thorax 

Abdomen 

Superior  extremitirs 

145 

70 

Total 

747 

1,165 

345 

354 

2r«31 

Deaths  in  field  hospitals 

25 

26 
10 
4 

1,157 

6 
72 

2 
285 

1 

1 
37 

5 

17,257 

45 

50 

18 

1 

434 

107 

143 

8 

3,583 

1 

707 

Bullet  wounds 

Sword  wounds 

:: : 

1 

43 

4 

21,  578 

101 

2 

Amputation  in  field  hospitals .... 

47 

3 

23,425 

HI 

98 

1 

22,459 

53 

225 

13 

Acrcreeate  strength  nresent 

84,719 
310 

Medical  officers  present 

EiUeda 

63 
459 
137 

201 

1,082 

873 

45 

391 

16 

309 

1,932 
1,026 

Total  Icilled.  vrnunded.  and  missing 

659 

3,156 

4S2 

4  267 



a  According  to  regimental  reports. 

Remarks. — The  Second  Cavalry  Division  joined  its  corps  ou  the  27th,  and  the  surgeon-in-chief  ren- 
dered hia  report  to  the  medical  director  of  the  corps.  The  Ninth  Corps  failed  to  render  any  reports 
of  aggregate  strength,  &c.,  for  this  month. 

APRIL,  1865. 


Location  of  injury. 


Head  and  face 

Neck 

Shoulder 

Thorax 

Abdomen 

Back  and  hipa 


Second 

Fifth 

Corps. 

Corps. 

107 

49 

18 

6 

72 

13 

56 

30 

:i8 

21 

54 

23  1 

Sixth 

Ninth 

Total. 

Corps. 

Corps. 

119 

34 

309 

22 

7 

51 

71 

17 

173 

63 

17 

Its 

48 

20 

127 

83 

34 

IM 
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CtmsoUdaU'd  sUiiement  of  wounds  in  the  Army  of  the  Poionmc — Contiiinwl. 
APRIL,  IHfiS— Contiiiueil. 


Location  of  iujnrv. 


PeriDenm  and  geuituls 

Superior  extremities 

Inferior  extremities 

Total 

Deaths  in  field  hospitals 

Shell  wounds 

Cannon  wounds | 

Bullet  wounds i 

Bayonet  wounds ' 

Amputations  in  field  hospitalH 

Excisions  in  field  hospitals 

Ageregate  strength ^*'  ?„? 

Medicu  officers 

Killedo 

Woundefl  a 

Ifiasing  a 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  niidaing 


Second 
Ci>rp». 

1 
3 
397  1 
177  : 

Tiftli 
Corpa. 

1 
196 
58 

Sixth 
Corps. 

15 
532 
222 

Ninth 
Corpa. 

loJ 

87 

Total. 

43 

1.223 

544 

922  ; 

397 

1,175 

229 

2,821 

22 

82 ; 

3  1 

10 
2 

27 

89 

5 

»62 

1 

88 

12 

21,  079 

84 

9 
34 

1 
232 

68 

207 

9 

813 

387 

1 

21) 

1 

14.313 

02 

2,444 
2 

Ii 

16 

2 

186 

20 

.16. 990 

'l05 

251 

189 

1,186  : 

318  i 

79 
505 
63 

230 

1,268 

198 

498 

2,959 

.^79 

1  6B3  i 

647 

1,696 

4.036 

1 

a  According  to  regimental  reports. 

Rkhabks.— The  Second  and  Fifth  Corpti  have  taken  up  the  >ronude<1  of  March  30  and  :il  on  thia 
report.    The  Ninth  Corps  Is  representeifonly  by  the  Third  Division. 


[lucloaure  Xo.  3.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Medical  Director's  Office,  June  10,  I860. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  houor  respectfully  to  render  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  medical  and  hospital  department  and 
ambulance  service  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division  from  January  J , 
1865,  to  March  28,  1805 : 

On  January  1,  1865,  the  Second  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, under  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  McM.  Gregg,  was  composed 
of  the  following  troops : 

First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  E.  Davies :  First  Pennsylvania,  First 
New  Jersey,  First  Massachusetts,  Tenth  New  York,  Twenty-fourth 
New  York  Cavalry,  and  Horse  Battery  A,  Second  IJ.  S.  Artillery; 
aggregate,  2,658.  Second  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  I.  Gregg :  Second, 
Fourth,  Eighth,  Thirteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and 
Horse  Battery  I,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery;  aggregate  strength,  2,802. 
Third  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  H.  Smith :  First  Maine,  Twenty-first 
Pennsylvania,  Second  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  Sixth  Ohio,  and 
Thirteenth  Ohio  Cavalry;  aggregate  strength,  2,982, 

There  was  also  a  cavalry  depot  and  dismounted  camp  for  all  recruits 
and  convalescents  from  Northern  hospitals,  and  dismounted  men  from 
camps.  They  remained  here  until  they  could  be  mounted  and  equipped. 
There  were  several  vacancies  of  regimental  medical  oflftcers,  but  more 
than  one  present  to  each  regiment.  The  surgeons-in-chief  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

First  Brigade,  Surg.  C.  L.  George,  Twenty-fourth  New  York  Cav- 
aky;  Second  Brigade,  Surg.  F.  Le  Moyne,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavaky;  Third  Brigade,  Surg.  W.  Howard  King,  Twenty-first  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry;  in  charge  of  hospital,  Act.  Staff  Surg.  G.  W.  Lovejoy. 
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The  (livisiou  hospital  was  located  near  the  division  iii  a  central 
and  convenient  position.  It  was  formed  of  hospital  tents,  had  beds 
for  120  patients,  with  a  sargeon  in  charge,  three  assistant  medical  offi- 
cers, two  hospital  stewards,  and  twenty  seven  attendants.  The  total 
number  of  medical  officers  present  for  duty  on  January  1  was  twenty- 
six.  Absent  with  leave,  two;  absent  sick,  three.  The  ambulance 
corps  was  in  charge  of  Lieut.  John  R.  West,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  division  ambulance  officer.  There  wore  two  brigade  officers 
only,  a  vacancy  existing  in  the  Second  Brigade.  There  was  a  full  com- 
plement of  men,  wagons,  and  ambulances,  three  medicine  wagons,  fif- 
teen army  wagons,  and  twenty-six  ambulances.  The  ambulances  were 
not  very  good  ones,  being  mostly  old,  but  in  good  repair  and  service- 
able. On  January  24,  by  permission  of  the  acting  medical  director  of 
the  army,  1  issued  a  circular  directing  the  snrgeons-in-chief  to  turn  • 
over  the  medical  property  in  the  ambulances  to  the  surgeon  in  charge 
of  hospital  and  placing  upon  him  the  responsibihty  of  keeping  the 
boxes  filled.  I  did  this  because  the  ambulance  property  is  used  exclu- 
sively in  the  field  hospitals  over  which  the  surgeons-in-chief  of  brigades 
have  no  control,  and  confusion  of  accounts  often  arises  Irom  the  fact  of 
several  officers  being  responsible  for  property  in  the  same  hospital. 
The  division  was  camped  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  beyond  the  rear 
line  of  earth-works  and  near  the  crossing  of  the  Blackwater.  The  situa- 
tion of  all  the  camps  was  good.  They  were  well  laid  out,  with  excel- 
lent huts  for  the  troops,  and  all  proper  sanitary  regulations  generally 
observed.  During  the  month  the  division  remained  in  camp,  having 
merely  the  ordinary  picket  duty  to  perform,  and  there  was  no  general 
movement  of  any  kind.  The  condition  of  the  camps  continued  good, 
weekly  insi)ections  being  made  by  a  medical  officer  in  each  brigade. 
The  issue  of  fresh  vegetables  during  the  month  was  very  scant,  but 
still  no  signs  of  a  scorbutic  condition  were  observed.  The  health  of 
the  command  was  remarkably  good,  as  the  troops  were  well  sheltered, 
had  abundant  food,  and  were  well  clothed.  There  were  some  obstinate 
and  serious  cases  of  chronic  diarrhea,  a  few  severe  cases  of  fever,  but 
not  as  many  cases  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  as  might  have 
been  anticipated  from  the  frequent  rain-storms  and  tbe  extreme  and 
rapid  variations  of  the  temperature. 

The  following  table  will  indicate  the  general  summary  of  the  sick 
aud  wounded  during  the  month  of  January,  1865: 


First 

Bri- 

-gade. 

6!) 
11 

Second 
Hri- 
gade. 

]« 

Third 
Bri- 
gade. 

Artil- 
lery. 

Cavalry 
Depot. 

Total. 

.  — . 

f  sjck                          

58              ■> 
13              1 

75 
5 

257 

38 

Remaining  at  laBfivport.     """""^ 

Total          

72 
136 

66 

m 

26 

71  I            6 

'~157  :          24 

14  j             9 

80 

295 

Sick 

36 
8 

516 

Taken  »ick  or  wounded  W»»"''«'' 

66 

during  month.                             Total 

145 

180 

171  !          33 

44 

582 

Aggregate  

217 

265 

242  i          39 

124 

"  2r 

6 

877 

(  Returned  to  duty 

Sent  to  general  bonpital. 

144 
6 

1 
1 
3 

179 
12 

4 
1 

17 


526 
27 
2 

1 

2 

Hied...?...::: 

3 

4 

10 
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First     Second 
Bri.        Bri- 
gade,     gade. 

Third 
Bri- 
gade. 

Artil. 
lery. 

Cavalry 
Bepot. 

Total. 

fSick 

55  !          50 

7|         11 

65 

13 

81 
8 

264 

Remaining 1  Wonnded 

11               9 

46 

1            Total            

62  '           61 

1 

76              52 

89 

310 

2,334  ■     2,428 

2,550 

269 

944 

8.525 

14  :           23 

17J 
89i 

,1 
8 

10 

75 

69i 

40  {           35 

197i 

daUy.                                   1 

I            Total 

54            S8 

57 

13 

85 

267 

2.31  1      2.39 
6.21  i      7.78 

2.23 
6.70 

4.83 
12.26 

9.00 
4.66 

3.13 

C.82 

The  following  table  will  give  the  number  of  cases  of  the  most  preva- 
lent diseases : 


Diseases. 


Typbo-malarial  fever 

Eemittent  fever 

Intermit  tent  fever 

Diarrhea,  acate 

Diarrhea,  chrouic 

Erysipelas 

Small-pox  and  varioloid  — 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhea 

Dysentery,  acute 

DraeDtery,  chronic 

RheumatiBm,  acute 

Kheunatism,  chronic 

Bronchitis,  acute 

Bronchitis,  chronic 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs . 

Inflammation  of  pleura 

Boil  and  whitlow 

Gunshot  wounds 


First    Second 
Bri-    I    Bri- 
gade. I  gade. 


18  I 
30  i 
12  ! 


iti 


Third 
Bri- 
gade. 


Artil-  iCavalry   -r„,.i 
lery.    'Depot      ^'"" 


5  I. 
27 
32 
18 


1 
1 

2 

1  i 

2  ' 
7 

12  > 

'  I 
9  ' 

1  i 


2 

27 

«3 

188 

40 

4 

1 

13 

7 

5 

15 

22 

46 

5 

6 

6 

24 

14 


By  these  tables  the  remarkably  good  health  of  the  comiiiaud  will  be 
seeu,  the  daily  percentage  on  sick  report  being  a  little  above  3.  Abdom- 
inal diseases  were  most  numerous  as  usual,  next  malarial  fevers,  and 
next  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

On  February  1  I  received  orders  from  the  medical  director  to  send 
oft  all  the  sick  and  wounded  who  would  be  unable  to  accompany  the 
command  in  case  of  a  move.  At  3  p.  m.  I  sent  off  181  patients  to  City 
Point;  a  few,  however,  did  not  arrive  from  one  of  the  regiments  in  time 
to  be  sent  and  were  placed  in  hospital.  We  remained  quiet  until  Feb- 
ruary 4,  when  we  received  orders  to  move  at  3  a.  m.  the  next  morning. 
I  was  directed  to  take  fourteen  ambulances,  but  no  wagons  were  allowed 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads.  Surgeon  Lovejoy  was  to  take 
charge  of  the  field  hospital  with  half  the  attendants  of  division  hos- 
pital. He  was  directed  to  take  such  shelter,  food,  and  dressings  as 
could  be  carried  in  one  of  the  ambulances.  As  the  hospital  was  to 
remain  standing  I  left  Assistant  Surgeon  Durgin,  First  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  in  charge  with  forty-seven  patients  who  had  been  admitted 
since  February  1. 

On  Monday,  February  5,  at  3  a,  m.  the  division  moved  from  camp 
and  proceeded  by  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  and  Gary's  Church  to 
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Beams'  Station.  After  a  short  halt  we  proceeded  by  the  Halifax  and 
Malone  road  to  Malone's  Bridge  over  the  Rowauty.  Here  we  found  a 
small  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  and  after  a 
short  skirmish  they  were  driven  itom  their  line  of  breast-works  and 
several  prisoners  captured.  We  lost  one  man,  killed,  and  two  wounded. 
We  then  proceeded  by  some  country  by-roads  to  Binwiddie  Court- 
House.  We  met  no  force  of  the  enemy  at  this  place.  We  then  sent 
parties  up  and  down  the  Boydton  plank  road;  these  captured  a  num- 
ber of  wagons  and  prisoners.  We  remained  here  some  time  and 
attempted  to  communicate  with  General  Warren  on  the  Vaughan  road, 
but  unsuccessfiiUy,  as  a  force  of  the  enemy  was  found  between  the  two 
forces.  We  then  returned  by  the  same  road  by  which  we  had  advanced 
to  Malone's  Bridge.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  we  communicated  with 
General  Warren  by  a  cross-road,  and  here  General  Davies,  just  return- 
ing from  leave  of  absence,  joined  us  and  took  command  of  his  brigade. 

During  the  day  the  weather  was  mild  and  pleasant;  the  roads  were 
very  muddy,  especially  the  wood  and  field  roads  by  which  we  had 
advanced.  In  returning  they  were  almost  impassable,  and  several  of 
our  captured  wagons  had  to  be  burned  and  abandoned.  The  traveling 
was  extremely  hard  on  the  horses,  and  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the 
command  in  closed  line  of  march.  We  reached  the  Kowanty  about 
dark ;  one  brigade  only  crossed,  and  the  others  camped  on  the  south 
side.  At  12.3U  a.  m.  we  again  started  on  the  road  to  join  General 
Warren  at  the  crossing  of  the  Yaughan  and  Quaker  roads.  After 
dark  the  weather  became  cold,  and  by  this  hour  the  roads  were  com- 
pletely frozen  and  we  suffered  greatly  from  the  cold.  On  joining  Gen- 
eral Warren  we  found  his  command  marching  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and 
we  followed  in  his  rear.  We  were  ordered  to  mass  in  some  open  fields 
before  crossing  the  run,  and  then  put  out  skirmishers,  expecting  the 
enemy  to  follow.  The  Fifth  Corps  was  posted  on  both  sides  of  the  run 
awaiting  the  enemy's  approach.  As  we  were  expecting  an  engage- 
ment, I  sent  Surgeon  Abbott,  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  back  to 
the  Cummings  house,  on  the  Vaughan  road,  to  select  a  place  for  the 
hospital  in  case  it  should  become  necessary  to  establish  one.  After 
some  time  the  enemy  appeared  in  our  rear,  and  some  skirmishing 
ensued.  There  was  not  much  fighting,  however,  until  afternoon,  when 
they  attacked  in  some  force.  They  were  easily  repulsed,  however, 
though  we  had  several  oflBcers  and  men  killed  and  wounded,  among 
others  Colonel  Janeway,  First  2^ew  Jersey  Cavalry.  From  prisoners 
captured  it  was  ascertained  that  the  forces  in  front  of  us  consisted  of 
Pegram's  division,  of  Gordon's  corps.  The  wounded  were  temporarily 
dressed  on  the  field  and  sent  back  in  ambulances  to  the  hospital  at  the 
Cummings  house.  A  brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  was 
sent  up  in  the  morning  as  a  support  to  the  cavalry  in  case  the  enemy 
should  attack  in  force.  They  formed  line  in  rear  of  our  division.  The 
First  and  Third  Brigades  were  dismounted  and  had  their  horses  sent 
across  Hatcher's  Run.  About  2  o'clock  the  Fifth  Corps  was  ordered 
to  advance,  one  column  proceeding  by  the  Dabney  Mill  road;  at  the 
same  time  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  oavialry  division  was  ordered  to 
drive  the  enemy  down  the  Vaughan  road  and  across  Gravelly  Run,  if 
possible. 

On  the  extreme  left  the  Thirteenth  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
charged,  the  former  regiment  capturing  about  thirty  prisoners  and  a 
stand  of  colors.  The  Fourth  Pennsylvania  charged  down  and  to  the 
right  of  the  Vaughan  road,  but  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  woods 
and  drove  them  back.    This  brought  on  a  general  engagement  along 
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our  line.  The  brigade  of  infantry,  and  a  second  one  which  had  been 
ordered  up,  formed  line  and  charged,  and  together  we  drove  the  enemy 
Irom  their  rifle-pits  back  into  the  woods  for  some  distance.  The  firing 
was  quite  heavy  and  we  lost  a  number  killed  and  wounded ;  among 
the  latter  were  Generals  Uavies  and  J.  I.  (iregg,  slightly,  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Beaumont  and  Tremain,  severely.  At  the  same  time  the  Fifth 
Corps  became  engaged  on  the  Dabney  Mill  road  on  our  right.  The 
wounded  were  dressed  temporarily  as  far  as  possible  and  removed  rapidly 
to  the  hospital.  The  ambulance  corps  did  remarkably  well,  all  the 
ofiBcers  were  active  and  energetic,  and  the  men  worked  hard  in  bring- 
ing the  wounded  oft'  the  field.  The  ambulances  were  brought  as  far  to 
the  front  as  possible,  and  two  ambulance  horses  were  wounded  by 
bullets.  After  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field  we  held  our  position 
until  dark.  As  soon  as  the  fighting  was  over  and  all  the  wounded 
removed  from  the  field  1  went  back  to  tlie  hospital.  Here  I  found 
about  flfty-five  wounded.  Surgeon  Lovejoy  had  taken  some  out-houses, 
and  also  put  up  tent  flies,  procured  straw  for  bedding,  and  had  fed  all  the 
patients.  The  wounds  were  mostly  dressed,  and  some  operations  were 
performed.  The  latter  were  continued  until  midnight.  In  the  evening 
I  received  orders  from  Surgeon  Page,  TJ.  S.  Army,  acting  medical 
director  of  the  army,  to  send  oft'  as  many  as  were  dressed  and  could  be 
carried  in  the  ambulances.  They  were  to  be  taken  to  Patrick's  Station 
where  cars  would  be  ready  h)  receive  them  at  12  m.  About  thirty  were 
sent  oft"  and  the  rest  made  comfortable  for  the  night.  The  next 
morning  some  more  oj)erafions  were  performed,  and  all  the  remainder 
of  the  wounded  except  four  or  five  were  then  sent  to  the  railroad. 

<)u  Tuesday,  February  7,  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  were  ordered 
to  the  junction  of  the  Halifax  and  Wyatt  roads.  They  reached  there 
in  the  afternoon  and  went  intf)  camp.  The  brigade  remained  at 
Hatcher's  Run,  and,  a.s  there  was  some  little  skirmishing,  some  ambu- 
lances and  dres.siugs  were  left  with  them.  The  weather  had  been  cloudy 
and  chilly  on  Monday,  and  during  the  night  some  snow  fell.  On  Tuesday 
morning  it  rained  hard  and  continued  to  do  so  nearly  all  day.  On 
Wednesday  it  was  clear,  and  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  were  ordered 
back  to  tlieir  old  canip.s  at  the  .Jerusalem  plank  road.  The  Second  Bri- 
gade was  ordered  to  the  Halifax  and  Wyatt  roads,  and  on  Wednesday 
also  returned  to  cam]).  1  broke  up  the  hospitals  at  the  Cummings  house 
and  took  tlie  few  remaining  wounded  to  the  division  hospital.  During 
the  expedition  from  February  5  to  7  inclusive  the  number  admitted 
into  division  hospital  was  sixty-four.  The  total  number  of  casualties, 
according  to  regimental  reports,  was  13  killed,  91  wounded, !)  missing; 
total,  113.  The  total  number  of  medical  officers  present  for  duty  was 
twenty-two.  On  February  10Bre\'et  lirigadier-Genoral  Gregg  left  the 
division,  his  resignation  from  the  army  having  been  accepted  by  the 
President  * 

The  whole  division  regretted  his  loss,  as  they  had  confidence  in  and 
esteem  and  aft'ection  for  him.  He  was  i  n  all  cases  regardful  of  the  wants 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  and  liberal  toward  the  medical  department, 
taking  every  iiossible  precaution  to  insure  the  safety  and  comfort  of 
the  wounded  in  battle.  On  February  13  Actg.  Staff  Surg.  (i.  W. 
Colby,  late  surgeon  First  Maine  Cavalry,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me 
by  the  medical  director  of  the  army,  and  I  assigned  him  to  the  charge 
of  the  hospital,  relieving  Acting  Staff"  Surgeon  Lovejoy.  1  assigned 
Surgeon  Colby  to  this  position  because  he  had  beeji  for  many  years 
associated  with  the  division  and  had  organized  the  hospital  during  the 
previous  summer.     During  the  remainder  of  the  month  the  division 
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remained  in  camp,  the  picket  duty  was  increased  by  the  recent  lengthen- 
ing of  the  line  toward  the  left.  The  health  of  the  command  was  very 
good  and  the  admissions  into  hospitals  very  few.  Unfortunately  but 
very  few  vegetables  could  be  issued,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
the  patients  admitted  showed  spongy  gums  and  a  few  cases  of  scurvy 
appeared.  The  condition  of  the  camps  was  good  and  attention  was 
generally  paid  to  policing.  On  February  24  the  Thirteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  was  detached  from  the  division  and  ordered  to  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C.  The  Twenty-flrst  Pennsylvania  was  transferred  from  Third 
to  Second  Brigade.  This  necessitated  a  change  of  surgeons-in-chief  of 
Third  Brigade,  Surg.  E.  T.  Paine,  Second  New  York  Mounted  Kifles, 
succeeding  Surgeon  King,  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania,  in  the  Third 
Brigade,  the  latter  going  with  his  regiment  to  the  Second  Brigade. 
The  following  table  will  indicate  the  general  summary  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  during  the  month  of  February : 


First 
Bri. 
gade. 

.Second 
Bri- 
gade. 

38 
11 

Third 
Bri- 
gade. 

Artil- 
lery. 

Cavalry 
Depot. 

Total. 

fSick 

55 

7 

65 
11 

13 

81 
8 

252 

«                   .  1     .           .   i  Wounded 

46 

1            Total 

62 

49 

76 

144 
39 

22 

14 

4 

89 

36 
5 

298 

I'Siok 

Taken  si.k  or  « ...iiided. .  I  ■"^"""'•e'l ;  ■ ;  • 

1            Total 

153 
44 

149 
68 

496 
160 

197 

217 
266^ 

183 
^259^ 

18 

41 

656 

Agirn-jrat^' 

259 

81 

40 

130 

954 

Ketunied  to  duty 

Sent  to  (leneral  huspital . 

150 
.59 

118 

88 

13 
23 

19 
22 

428 
273 



3 
3 

1 

3' 

4 

1 

7 

...   . 

41 
J5 

Silk  .           

42 

39 
8 

3 

70 
10 

201 

41 

Kemaiiiint: •"                   

Total 

50 

DO 

47 

3 

86 

242 

Mean  s)  n'u;£tb 

2.4BU 

1,935 

2,580 

237 

1,380 

8,560 

In  Lo9i>ital 

Average  on  siek   re]iort,  I  In  quarterH 

daily. 

Total 

14 
25 

14 
34 

19 

23 

1 
3 

10 
85 

56 

170 

37 

48 

42 

4 

95 

226 

1.4H 
7.94 

2.48 

1.62 

1.68 

7.15 

2.62 

Pen-entage  of  taken  Hick  and  wounded 

11.21 

7.09 

7.60 

3.08 

7.68 

ThefoUowiiig  table  will  give  the  iininber  of  cases  of  tlie  most  jireva 
lent  and  important  4i8eases: 


niseases. 


First 

Second 

Third 

Bri- 

Bri- 

Bri- 

ga<le. 

gade. 

gade. 

Artil-  .Cavalrj 
lery.    i  DeiMtt'. 


Typhoid  fever 

Typho-malarial  fever 

Keniittent  fever 

Intermittent  fever 

Diarrhea,  acnt« 

Diarrhea,  chronic 

Dysentery,  acute 

Dysentery,  chronic 

Erysipelas 

i^niall-pox  and  varioloid  . 


18 
19 

:io 
5 

8 


21 
13 
33 


Tot>i|. 


-i\ 


44 

48 
97 
21 
14 
2 

ii 
6 
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Meiwles 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhea 

liheamatisni,  acute 

Rheumatism,  chrouie 

Bronchitis,  acute 

Bronchitis,  chronic 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs. 

Inflammation  of  pleura 

Boils  and  whitlow 

Gunshot  wounds 


By  comparing  these  tables  with  those  for  January  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  health  of  the  command  was  about  the  same  as  for  that  month. 
The  total  number  of  ca.ses  treated  during  February  was  larger  owing 
to  the  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The  number  taken 
sick  was  nearly  the  same.  The  percentage  on  sick  report  daily  was 
smaller  owing  to  the  fact  that  all  our  sick  were  sent  to  hospital  on  the 
Ist  of  the  month.  From  February  7  to  28  the  number  of  cases  admit- 
ted into  division  hospital  was  only  57.  The  character  of  the  diseases 
were  the  same  as  in  the  last  mouth,  zymotic  diseases  furnishing  the 
greatest  number;  acute  rheumatism  showing  an  increase,  while  the 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  remained  about  the  satiie. 

About  the  middle  of  January  a  case  of  variitloid  occurred  iu  the 
Thirteenth  Ohio  in  the  case  of  a  soldier  who  had  just  returned  from 
furlough.  He  was  isolated  at  once  from  the  rest  of  the  command,  and 
vaccination  throughout  the  regiment  at  once  effected.  It  was  also 
ordered  throughout  the  whole  division,  but  was  not  entirely  comi>leted 
until  the  end  of  February.  In  the  first  week  of  February  two  other 
cases  occni-red,  one  in  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  and  one  in  the  First 
New  Jersey,  both  in  men  recently  returned  from  furlough.  By  this 
time  a  small-pox  hospital  had  been  established,  to  which  the  men  were 
at  once  removed,  and  no  new  ca.ses  occurred.  In  the  latter  part  of 
February  one  case  of  measles  occurred  iu  a  soldier  of  the  Sixth  Ohio. 
He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  placed  in  a  tent  by  himself.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  month  of  March  the  division  remained  encamped 
in  winter  quarters.  The  health  of  the  troops  continued  good.  The 
rations  were  good  and  abundant,  except  in  fresh  vegetables,  of  which 
there  was  a  great  deficiency,  so  that  many  »;ases  admitted  to  hospital 
exhibited  a  scorbutic  tendency,  and  a  few  marked  cases  of  scurvy 
appeared.  On  March  14  orders  were  received  to  send  all  sick  to  City 
Point  depot  hospital.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  nearly  all  the 
hospital  tents,  &c.,  were  taken  down  and  packed  preparatory  to  a  move. 
Two  wards  were  left  standing  to  admit  cases  until  the  command  actually 
moved.  On  March  17  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  was  detached 
from  the  division  and  ordered  to  the  defenses  of  City  Point. 

On  March  28  the  remainder  of  the  sick  were  sent  off,  and  everything 
completely  packed  for  a  movement  of  the  army.    On  this  day  the 
division  was  detached  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomats  and  ordered  to 
report  to  Major-General  Sheridan. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  J,  MARSH, 
Bvt.  Maj.  and  Asst.  Surg.,  U.  S.  Army,  Med.  Mr.  Cav.  Corps, 
late  Surgeon  in-Chief  Second  Cav.  Biv.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Col.  T.  A.  MoParlin, 

Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Surg.  John  A,  lAdell,  U.  IS.  Army,  Inspector  of  Medical  and 

Hospital  Department. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  24, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  upon  the 
operations  of  thie  medical  department  of  this  army  during  the  recent 
brilliant  campaign,  which  commenced  March  29  and  accomplished  the 
capture  of  Petersburg,  the  evacuation  of  Eichmond,  and  the  surrender 
of  General  Lee  with  the  remnant  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virgin !«,  at 
Appomattox  Court  House,  April  9 : 

Your  wise  foresight  and  rigid  enforcement  of  existing  orders  have  caused 
this  army  to  be  amply  provided,  as  far  as  your  department  was  concerned, 
with  everything  that  the  exigencies  of  the  campaign  might  demand. 

On  the  26th  of  March  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point,  which 
already  had  a  capacity  of  5,935  beds,  was  ordered  to  be  enlarged  1,000 
beds,  making  it  capable  of  accommodating,  in  round  numbers,  7,000 
members.  On  the  28th  a  medical  purveyor's  train  of  thirty-six  wag- 
ons, loaded  with  extra  battle  su])plies,  such  as  stimulants,  nutricents, 
dressings  for  wounded,  anodynes,  &c.,  in  charge  of  Asst.  Surg,  D. 
E.  Beaver,  One  hundred  and  ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  brought  up  from  City  Point  to  the  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  the  reserve  train  of  this 
army,  and  then  be  at  hand  to  supply  any  unexpected  drain  upon  the 
resources  of  the  division  and  brigade  supplies  during  the  progress  of 
the  campaign  about  to  commence.  Besides  this  and  the  Depot  Field 
Hospital  above  mentioned  tlie  medical  purveyor  at  City  Point,  Asst. 
Surg.  J.  B.  Brinton,  TJ.  S.  Army,  was  directed  to  keep  constantly  on 
hand  at  that  place  all  the  medical  and  hospital  supplies  which  would 
be  needed  by  10,000  or  12,000  wounded  thrown  unexpectedly  on  our 
hands.  Due  attention  had  also  been  paid  to  the  subject  of  trans- 
ptn'tation,  as  the  following  extract  from  the  consolidatecl  return  of  the 
Ambulance  Corps  will  help  to  show : 

Ambulances 525 

Army  wagons 154 

Medicine 55 

Forage 16 

Horses 1,666 

Mules 994 

Stretchers 979 

Officers  of  Auiltulance  Corps 44 

Enlisted  men  of  Ambulance  Corps 1,868 

Regiments 217 

Batteries 40 

It  may  be  added  here  that  tbe  condition  and  discipline  of  the  ambu- 
lance service  was  efficient  and  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 

On  March  28  all  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  division  hospitals  and  all 
the  men  present  with  their  connnands  who  were  unable  to  march  were 
sent  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point.  In  tbe  evening  the 
evacuation  of  all  the  field  hospitals  was  completed,  the  camps  of  those 
belonging  to  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps,  together  with  their  medical 
and  hospital  supplies,  were  loaded  up  and  ready  for  the  march.  The 
hospitals  of  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  were  not  struck  at  that  time,  as 
no  material  change  in  the  position  of  those  corps  had  been  directed. 

On  Wednesday,  the  29th,  the  campaign  began.  At  an  early  hour  the 
Fifth  Corps  moved  down  to  the  Eowanty  Creek  (formed  by  the  junction 
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of  Hatcher's  and  Gravelly  Kuns),  near  by  the  Perkins  house  ;  laid  a 
pontoon  bridge,  also  built  a  log  bridge;  crossed  over  said  Rowanty 
Creek,  the  head  of  column  moving  over  at  8  a.  m.;  passed  up  the  old 
stage  road  to  its  junction  with  the  Vaughan  road;  thence  along  the 
Vaughan  road  to  the  point  of  its  intersection  with  the  Quaker  road. 
Griffin's  division  (First)  followed  the  Vaughan  road  one  mile  and  a  half 
farther,  wliile  Ayres'  division  (Second),  which  had  been  the  leading 
division  all  the  morning,  proceeded  up  the  Quaker  road  a  short  dis- 
tance to  tlie  neighborhood  of  the  Vaughan  road.  The  Second  Corps 
moved  at  a  later  hour  than  the  Fifth  Corps,  for  their  projected  line  of 
march  was  much  shorter;  crossed  Hatcher's  Eun  by  the  Vaughan 
road  bridge;  passed  down  the  Vaughan  road,  and  established  connec- 
tion witb  the  Fifth  Corps  a  little  before  noon.  Both  of  these  corps 
were  in  light  marching  order;  they  were  accompanied  by  only  one-half 
of  their  ambulances,  one  medicine  wagon,  and  one  army  wagon  for 
each  division,  the  remainder  of  them  being  parked  with  the  reserve 
train  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by  General  Meade's  order,  each  division 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  to  be  closely  followed  by  ten  ambulances.  The 
remainder  of  the  ambulances  allowed  to  move  with  each  of  these  corps 
accompanied  the  artillery  and  ammunition  trains  in  the  rear  of  each 
corps.  Shortly  after  noon  Grilfin's  division  moyed  up  the  Quaker 
road,  passed  the  old  Quaker  burymg-ground,  and  continuing  on  that 
road  met  the  enemy  near  the  Spain  house,  when  a  sharp  combat  ensued. 
The  firing  began  at  4.35  p.  m.  and  lasted  about  twenty  minutes.  The 
action  was  maintained  principally  by  infantry,  at  close  quarters;  the 
enemy  used  no  artillery.  Griffin  drove  the  enemy.  The  ambulances 
were  brought  quickly  to  the  front;  the  division  hospital  was  established 
at  the  Spain  house,  near  the  Quaker  road,  and  about  half  a  mile  in 
rear  of  the  place  of  combat;  287  wounded,  including  14  rebels,  were 
promptly  brought  to  it. 

I  noticed  that  many  of  the  wounds  were  severe,  involving  bones  or 
some  of  the  articulations,  and  that  a  larger  proportion  than  usual 
required  capital  operations.  After  the  combat  Griffin's  division,  sup- 
ported by  Ayies'  and  Crawford's,  pushed  forward  to  the  Boydton  plank 
road.  At  night  the  position  of  our  troops  was,  viz :  the  Fifth  Corps  on 
the  left,  holding  Boydton  road,  then  going  to  the  right;  the  Second 
Corps  connecting  with  it,  and  stretching  across  the  intervening  space 
to  Hatcher's  Eun,  then  extending  from  the  opposite  bank  of  Hatcher's 
Eun;  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  James— two  divisions  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps  (colored) 

under  General  Ord,  held  the  old  line  of  the  Second  Corps,  having  been 
brought  up  for  that  purpose  the  day  before;  proceeding  still  farther  to 
the  right,  the  Sixth  Corps  remained  in  its  old  position,  having  on 
its  right  the  Ninth  Corps,  also  in  its  old  position,  and  stretching  round 
to  the  Appomattox  Eiver  below  Petersburg.  It  was  understood  that 
the  cavalry,  under  General  Sheridan,  were  operating  in  the  direction 
of  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  The  wounded  were  promptly  cared  for 
that  night,  food  and  restoratives  were  administered,  their  wounds 
dressed  and  the  necessary  operations  performed,  and  all  of  them  were 
on  the  way  m  ambulances  for  Humphreys'  Station  before  7.30  o'clock 
the  next  mornuig,  to  be  transferred  from  that  place  in  railroad  cars 
to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point  without  delay,  as  the  chief 
^luartermaster  had,  on  advising  with  the  medical  director,  made  ample 
arrangements  for  that  purpose.  The  ambulance  transportation  from 
the  division  field  hospitals  to  Humphreys'  Station  was  a  distance  of 
about  SIX  miles,  over  roads  which  were  practicable,  but  by  no  means 
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good  ones.  The  Second  Corps  did  not  become  engaged  with  the  enemy 
that  day.  The  reserve  train  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  including 
the  medical  purveyor's  train  already  mentioned,  was  moved  to  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Perkins  house,  near  Eowanty  Creek.  General 
Meade's  headquarters  were  established  that  night  on  the  Vaughan  road, 
near  Gravelly  Run.  The  weather  had  been  pleasant  all  day,  but  about 
midnight  it  began  to  rain. 

Thursday,  March  30,  proved  dark  and  rainy ;  the  roads  became  muddy, 
and  almost  impassable  for  wagons  in  many  places.  The  dead  of  yester- 
day's combat  were  here  buried,  50  of  our  men  and  l.TO  of  the  rebels, 
reported.  During  the  day  the  Fifth  Corps  advanced  some  distance 
beyond  the  Boydton  plank  road ;  no  serious  opposition  was  offered  by 
the  enemy,  but  forty-six  wounded,  including  one  rebel,  were  brought 
into  the  field  hospital.  All  the  hospitals  of  the  Fifth  Corps  were  estab- 
lished together  at  the  Spain  house  to-day.  The  Second  Corps  also 
advanced  in  line,  maintaining  its  connection  with  the  Fifth  Corps  on 
the  left,  with  its  right  resting  on  Hatcher's  Eun.  This  movement  was 
effected  without  bringing  on  an  engagement.  Our  line  now  extended 
out  from  Hatcher's  Run  to  the  left  in  front  of  Dabney's  Mill,  obliquely 
across  the  Boydton  road  to  a  considerable  distance  beyond  it.  The 
position  of  the  troops  on  the  other  bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  i.  e.,  the 
Army  of  the  James,  the  Sixth  and  the  Ninth  Corjjs,  was  understood  to  be 
not  materially  changed;  it  was  also  reported  that  General  Sheridan, 
with  the  Cavalry  Corps,  was  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Dinwiddle 
Court-House  in  such  a  way  as  to  cover  effectually  the  left  flank  of  tlie 
combined  army.    In  the  evening  the  weather  became  clear. 

Friday,  March  31.  It  began  to  rain  at  daylight  this  morning ;  the  roads 
were  now  in  a  terrible  condition  from  the  mud ;  toward  noon  the  rain 
<!eased,  and  the  weather  became  fair.  About  this  time  the  Fifth  Corps 
became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  First  Division  of  the 
Second  Corps  (Miles)  also  participated  actively  in  the  affair  before  it 
was  over.  The  loss  was  considerable;  778  wounded,  including  9  rebels, 
were  brought  to  the  division  hospital  of  the  Fifth  Corps  at  the  Spain 
house.  I  had  on  this  occasion  an  excellent  opportunity  to  see  the  prac- 
tical working  of  the  ambulance  system,  including  the  stretcher-bearers 
on  the  field,  the  ambulances  at  the  most  advanced  posts,  and  the  ambu- 
lances in  motion  between  these  and  the  division  hospital,  about  two 
miles  in  the  rear.  The  removal  of  the  wounded  from  the  field  to  these 
hospitals  was  accomplished  with  great  expedition,  so  much  so,  indeed, 
that  they  were  all  brought  in  and  refreshed  with  food  and  other  restora- 
tives, had  their  wounds  dressed  and  the  necessary  operations  performed, 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening,  without  the  appearance  of  hurry  or 
confusion,  although  most  of  the  loss  had  occurred  in  the  afternoon. 
This  fact  speaks  well  for  the  efftciency  of  the  officers  of  the  ambulance 
corps  and  for  the  conduct  of  the  medical  officers  both  on  the  field  and 
at  the  division  hospitals;  and  I  must  be  permitted  here  to  record  my 
unqualified  admiration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ambulance  and  hos- 
pital service  of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  managed  that  day  by  all  concerned. 
In  this  affair  the  Second  Corps  lost  387  wounded,  of  whom  294  belonged 
to  the  First  Division  (General  Miles),  17  to  the  Second  Division  (Gen- 
eral Hays),  74  to  the  Third  Division  (General  Mott),  and  2  to  the  Artil- 
lery Brigade.  The  Second  Division  hospital  remained  near  the  Chim- 
neys, on  the  Vaughan  road,  where  it  had  been  previously  established ;  but 
the  First  and  Third  Division  hospitals  were  moved  up  and  locpted  on  the 
Gravelly  Eun  road  in  a  position  convenient  to  those  divisions.  The 
wounded  of  this  corps  were  brought  in  promptly  and  cared  for  in  every 
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respect.  Oui-  line  was  advanced  today  to  the  White  Oak  road;  Gen- 
eral Grant  moved  Lis  headquarters  up  to  Dabney's  Mill.  General 
Sheridan  was  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  late  in  the  afternoon 
near  Jiinwiddie  Court-House;  in  the  evening  it  was  reported  that  he 
had  several  hundred  wounded  for  whom  he  had  no  transportation. 
General  Meade  ordered  the  Sixth  Corps  ambulance  train  to  proceed  to 
Dinwiddie  Oourt-Honse  and  briug  thoni  in  to  Humphreys'  Station.  At 
this  time  the  ambulances  were  very  nnich  needed  to  remove  the  -wounded 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  from  the  Spain  hcjnsc  to  Humphreys'  Station,  since 
nearly  all  of  the  corps  ha^l  been  ordered  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  and  we  were  thus  made  to  feel  sadly  the 
want  of  the  reserve  train  for  whicih  the  medical  director  had  applied  in 
vain  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  Another  lamentable  conse- 
quence of  this  want  of  a  reserve  ambulance  train  was  that  a  considera- 
ble number  of  the  Fifth  Corps  wounded  had  to  be  trans])orted  in  army 
wagons,  over  very  rough  roads,  about  six  miles,  to  Humphreys'  Station, 
whereby  their  sufferings  were  much  increased  and  the  chances  of 
recovery  for  many  of  them  seriously  diminished  as  compared  with  the 
result  which  transportation  in  ambulances  would  have  afforded  them. 
Saturday,  April  1,  the  weather  was  clear  and  pleasant.  All  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  except  one  brigade,  was  detached  from  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  sent  to  report  to  General  Sheridan  last  night  and  this  morn- 
ing; this  left  the  constitution  of  our  line  west  of  Hatcher's  Run  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  one  brigade  of  Crawford's  (Third)  division.  Fifth  Corps;  next 
Miles'  (First)  division,  Second  Corps ;  next  to  that  Mott's  (Third)  divis- 
ion. Second  Corps ;  and  last  Hays'  (Second),  of  the  same  corps,  its  right 
resting  on  Hatcher's  Run.  Throughout  the  day  nothing  transpired  on 
this  line  beyond  a  small  amount  of  picket-liring;  at  the  field  hospitals 
of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps,  ht)wever,  they  were  busy  getting  off 
our  wounded  to  Humphreys'  Station,  en  route  for  the  Depot  Field  Hos- 
pital at  City  Point.  In  the  morning  the  roads  were  still  so  muddy, 
and  cut  up  into  holes  and  ruts,  that  transportation  of  the  wounded 
over  them  was  much  retarded,  slow,  and  difticult;  but  during  the  day 
the  roads  dried  rapidly,  and  before  evening  a  great  improvement  had 
taken  place.  During  the  day  thirty  cars,  loaded  with  wounded  (there 
were  also  a  few  sick),  left  Humphreys'  Station  for  City  Point.  At  4  p.  m. 
a  train  of  fifteen  cars,  loaded  in  the  same  way,  was  sent  to  the  same 
destination.  About  6  p.  m.  the  Sixth  Corps  ambulance  train,  which 
had  been  sent  out  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House  to  bring  in  Sheridan's 
wounded  of  yesterday's  flght,  got  back  to  Humphreys'  Station.  In  the 
meantime,  at  the  instance  of  the  medical  director,  the  chief  quarter- 
master Army  of  the  Potomac  bad  ordered  forty  additional  cars  to 
come  up  to  Hiimphreys'  Station  for  hospital  uses.  Before  night  all 
the  wounded  had  been  conveyed  from  our  division  hospitals  to  Hum- 
phreys' Station  in  ambulances  or  in  army  wagons.  The  distances  from 
these  hospitals  to  that  place  were  estimated  as  follows:  From  Second 
Division  hospital,  Second  Corps,  two  miles  and  a  half;  from  First  and 
Third  Divisions  hospital,  four  miles  and  a  half;  from  division  hospitals 
of  Fifth  Corps,  all  loaded  at  the  S]iain  house,  on  the  Quaker  road,  six 
miles.  Tlie  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run  was  by  the  Vaughan  road  bridge 
in  the  ambulance  transportation  from  all  of  these  hospitals.  The  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  Potomac  were  moved  up  to  the  neighborhood  of 
General  Grant's,  at  Dabney's  Mill.  In  the  evening  it  was  reported  that 
Sheridan's  operations  this  day  had  been  eminently  successftil ;  that 
aided  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  he  had  smashed  the  enemy,  capturing  two 
brigade  trains,  several  pieces  of  artillery,  and  3,000  or  4,000  prisoners. 
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Bat  tweuty-five  wounded  were  reported  as  admitted  to  the  Fifth  Corps 
hospital  this  day.  Duriug  that  night  the  sulleu  roar  of  artUlery  was 
heard  at  intervals  along  the  whole  of  our  line,  which  extended  from  the 
Appomattox  Eiver  below  Petersburg,  across  the  Boydton  plank  road 
and  well  out  toward  the  South  Side  liailroad,  a  distance  of  about  twenty- 
five  miles;  but  the  flre  was  much  the  heaviest  and  most  continuous  in 
front  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  which  as  already  stated  held  the  right  of  the 
line. 

Sunday,  April  2,  at  i  a.  m.  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  fiercely 
assaulted  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  their  respe(^tive  positions.  The 
Sixth  Corps  (General  Wright)  quickly  carried  the  strongly  fortified 
line  of  the  enemy's  works  near  Fort  Fisher  in  gallant  style,  and  then 
ra,pidly  pushed  its  way  across  the  intervening  space  to  the  Appomattox 
River,  a  short  distance  above  Petersburg,  in  doing  which  it  had  to 
cross  the  Boydton  plank  road,  the  Cox  road,  and  the  South  Side  Eailroad. 
By  this  movement  the  center  of  the  enemy's  lines  of  defenses  of  Peters- 
burg was  pierced,  and  the  town  itself  completely  cut  off  on  the  west 
side  from  the  rest.  That  day  858  wounded,  including  54  rebels,  were 
brought  to  the  Sixth  Corps  hospitals,  which  still  occupied  their  old  posi- 
tion ;  nearly  all  of  them  had  fallen  in  the  assault  of  the  works.  The 
medical  director  of  the  corps  (Holman)  reported  that  his  observations 
convinced  him  that  the  ratio  of  killed,  in  comparison  to  the  number 
wounded,  was  decidedly  below  the  average,  so  that  the  loss  was  very 
small,  considering  the  magnitude  and  character  of  the  results  achieved. 
The  wounded  were  sent  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  by  railroad  the 
next  day.  At  4  a.  m.  the  Ninth  Corps  (General  Parke)  also  assaulted 
the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Fort  Hell,  or  Sedgwick,  captured  the 
main  line,  although  it  was  very  strongly  fortified,  and  successfully 
maintained  their  lodgment  therein  against  several  desperate  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  drive  them  back.  The  loss  of  this  corps  was  materially 
increased  by  the  difficult  character  of  the  enterprise  assigned  to  it. 
There  were  brought  to  the  division  hospitals  of  the  Ninth  Corps  from 
the  scene  of  this  assault  1,114  wounded,  including  21  rebels.  They 
were  promptly  conveyed  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point  by 
railroad.  During  the  day  General  Sheridan's  command,  to  which  the 
Fifth  was  now  temporarily  added,  was  operating  far  out  on  the  left. 
The  Fifth  Corps  sustained  considerable  loss,  and  382  wounded,  includ- 
ing 72  rebels,  were  admitted  to  its  division  hospitals.  Soon  after  the 
successftil  assaults  of  the  defenses  of  Petersburg  by  the  Sixth  and  Ninth 
Corps  the  enemy  abandoned  all  their  works  west  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 
Two  divisions  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  Army  of  the  James,  were 
also  sent  forward  to  a  position  on  the  right  of  that  occupied  by  the 
Sixth  Corps.  The  First  Division  of  the  Second  Corps  (General  Miles) 
was  sent  to  co-operate  with  Sheridan.  He  came  across  two  divisions 
of  the  enemy  trying  to  escape  across  the  Appomattox  Eiver,  and  had 
a  sharp  fight  with  them.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  wounded  were 
cared  for  at  the  division  hospitals  of  the  Second  Corps;  of  these,  212 
belonged  to  the  First  Division  alone.  Its  hospitals  were  established  at 
the  Moody  house,  near  the  Five  Forks.  General  Meade's  headquarters 
were  established  at  the  Eobinson  house,  just  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  that  night. 

Monday,  April  3,  weather  warm  and  pleasant.  During  last  night  the 
enemy  evacuated  the  town  of  Petersburg,  and  it  was  occupied  by  our 
troops  at  dawn  this  morning.  The  enemy  left  149  of  his  badly  wounded 
in  a  well-appointed  hospital  located  in  the  suburbs,  and  known  as  the 
"C.  S.  Hospital,"  with  two  medical  officers.    The  surgeon  in  charge 
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was  directed  to  report  to  the  provost-marshal  of  Petersburg,  in  order  to 
obtain  rations  and  any  other  supplies  that  might  be  needed.  The  medical 
director  ordered  that  no  houses  in  Petersburg  should  be  used  for  hospital 
purposes  or  even  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  wounded 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  in  all  cases  they 
must  be  sent  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point  without  delay. 
The  same  order  was  reiterated  in  the  evening  by  General  Meade.  Thus 
all  the  hospital  accomniodatiou  at  Petersburg  was  available  for  the  sick 
and  wounded  rebels.  A  large  number  of  men  were  put  to  work  on  the 
old  line  of  railroad  from  Petersburg  to  City  Point  in  order  to  reopen  it 
as  soon  as  possible.  During  the  day  the  wounded  of  the  Second  Corps 
in  the  combats  of  yesterday  were  brought  to  Petersburg  in  ambulances 
for  transportation  to  City  Point  by  railroad.  A  portion  of  the  wounded 
belonging  to  the  Fifth  Corps  also  were  brought  into  Petersburg  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  the  balance  of  them,  numbering  about  150  men,  were 
sent  to  Sutherland's  Station  in  the  evening,  supplied  with  shelter,  three 
days'  rations,  and  with  medical  attendance,  there  to  await  the  reopen- 
ing of  railroad  communication  with  Petersburg,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 
The  headquarters  of  General  Meade  were  established  near  Sutherland's 
Station  that  night,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  General  Grant's.  It 
was  reported  in  the  evening  that  the  cars  had  commenced  running  into 
Petersburg  from  City  Point.  The  reported  evacuation  of  Eichmond 
was  also  confirmed. 

Tuesday,  April  4,  the  weather  continued  pleasant.  We  moved  at 
dawn,  continuing  our  line  of  march  up  the  Kiver  road,  in  a  westerly 
direction,  with  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps.  The  Ninth  (Jorps  w^as 
left  behind  at  Petersburg,  and  the  Fifth  was  still  with  General  Sheri- 
dan. The  medical  director  of  the  Sixth  Corps  (Holman)  reported  that 
the  ambulance  horses  of  that  corps  were  very  much  jaded  from  over- 
work, that  ten  of  them  had  been  completely  used  up  recently,  and  shot 
on  that  account.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  ambulance  train  had 
been  sent  on  the  previous  Saturday  out  to  Diuwiddie  Court-Honse  to 
bring  in  the  wounded  of  Sheridan's  command;  and  it  will  thus  be  per- 
ceived that  this  train  was  overworked,  not  in  the  service  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  but  in  that  commanded  by  General  Sheridan.  We 
made  a  long  march  to-day  over  horrible  and  almost  impassable  roads. 
At  night  General  Meade's  headquarters  were  established  at  the  house 
of  W.  W.  Jones,  near  Deep  Creek,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  the 
place  of  departure  in  the  morning;  the  Second  Corps  headquarters 
were  at  the  same  place.  Tlie  country  had  now  become  rolling,  well 
watered,  well  tinibered,  exhibiting  many  fine  farms  and  beautiful  loca- 
tions.   For  two  days  the  enemy  had  not  opposed  our  progress. 

Wednesday,  April  5,  the  weather  still  continued  pleasant.  We  moved 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  direction  of  Jetersville,  on  the  Eichmond  and 
Danville  Eailroad,  then  distant  about  fifteeen  miles.  We  struck  the 
railroad  at  that  place  iu  the  afternoon,  and  found  General  Sheridan 
there  with  the  cavalry  and  the  Fifth  Corps,  Late  in  the  day  the  enemy 
demonstrated  m  force  ou  our  front.  He  appeared  to  be  on  his  way  from 
Eichmond  to  Burke's  Station,  and  we  had  unexpectedly  intercepted  him 
with  three  infantiy  corps  supporting  our  cavalry.  During  the  night 
he  maneuvered  to  gain  an  opportunity  to  pass  around  our  left  in  the 
direction  oi  FarinviUe.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  did  not  become 
engaged  to-day.  At  night  General  Meade's  headquarters  were  estab- 
lished at  a  house  used  by  the  cavalry  for  hospital  purposes,  about  half  a 
mile  from  General  Sheridan's  headquarters.  The  country  here  was 
fruitful,  high,  rolling,  and  well  watered  with  living  streams. 
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Thursday,  April  6,  the  day  opened  dark,  with  a  misty  rain,  which, 
however,  ceased  about  noon.  The  pursuit  of  Getteral  Lee's  army  was 
resumed  with  great  activity.  The  Second  Corps  moved  on  the  road  to 
Amelia  Springs,  as  the  leading  column ;  the  Fifth  Corps  advanced  on 
the  right  flank,  and  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the  left,  in  supporting  distance. 
The  Second  Corps  struck  the  enemy  near  Amelia  Springs,  and  pushed 
him  forward  along  the  Deatonsville  road.  The  pursuit  was  not  re- 
laxed, and  as  the  enemy  ofifered  resistance  at  every  fitting  opportu- 
nity this  corps  was  more  or  less  engaged  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
mostly,  however,  in  the  way  of  heavy  skirmishing.  The  loss,  however, 
was  not  large,  viz:  First  Division,  41  wounded;  Third  Division,  150; 
total,  191  wounded.  Early  in  the  day  the  First  Division  hospital  was 
established  at  the  Vaughan  house,  two  miles  and  a  half  west  of  the 
Springs,  in  the  direction  of  Deatonsville.  The  wounded  of  the  Third 
Division  were  subsequently  conveyed  to  Burke's  Station  by  the  Ninth 
Corps  ambulances  from  the  Vaughan  house;  those  of  the  First 
Division  were  carried  to  Burke's  Station,  on  the  7th,  by  way  of  Rice's 
Station,  in  ambulances.  The  Sixth  Corps,  advancing  on  the  left  of  the 
Second  Corps,  became  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  toward  evening 
at  Sailor's  Creek,  in  conjunction  with  the  cavalry  of  Sheridan.  The 
enemy  were  rtmted  and  many  prisoners  capturecl,  including  General 
Ewell  and  several  other  general  officers.  Four  hundred  and  eighty-one 
wounded,  including  161  rebels,  were  admitted  to  the  division  hospitals 
of  that  corps.  It  is  understood  that  they  were  established  at  Harper's 
farm.  These  wounded  were  sent  to  Burke's  Station  the  next  day  in 
the  Sixth  Corps  ambulances.  The  Fifth  Corps  did  not  become  engaged 
to-day.  The  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  estab- 
lished on  the  road  from  Deatonsville  to  Farmville,  about  two  miles  from 
the  former  place. 

Friday,  April  7,  the  Second  Corps,  continuing  the  pursuit  of  the 
fleeing  enemy,  crossed  the  Appomattox  at  High  Bridge,  where  a  slight 
skirmish  ensued,  and  advanced  to  the  heights  northeast  of  Farmville, 
where  the  enemy  were  found  established.  All  the  division  hospitals 
of  this  corjis  were  established  at  the  Brooks  house  late  in  the  after- 
noon, and  received  during  the  day  and  night,  viz:  First  Division,  147; 
Second  Division,  24;  Third  Division,  41;  total,  212  wounded.  They 
were  sent  to  Burke's  Station  the  next  morning,  8th,  and  the  hospitals 
ordered  forward  to  join  the  corps,  which  had  advanced  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  fallen  back  during  the  night.  After  the  combat 
of  the  Second  Corps  above  mentioned,  the  Army  of  the  Potomae  did 
not  engage  the  enemy  during  the  campaign.  General  Lee  surrendered 
his  army  at  Appomattox  Court-House  on  Sunday,  the  9th.  On  the 
morning  of  April  7  I  proceeded  to  Burke's  Station,  under  orders,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  to  perfect  the  arrangements  for  the  reception 
and  care  of  the  wounded  and  sick  at  that  place  until  such  time  as  the 
railroad  to  Petersburg  could  be  put  in  running  order.  The  general 
commanding  having  designated  Burke's  Station,  on  the  night  of  the 
6th,  as  the  prospective  depot  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  medical 
director  ordered  arrangements  to.be  made  Immediately  for  the  suitable 
reception  of  2,500  wounded  at  that  ]»lace.  It  was  expected  that  we 
would  be  compelled  to  provide  for  all  the  wounded  in  the  operations 
west  of  the  Eichmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  including  those  of 
Sheridan's  cavalry  command,  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Corps,  Army  of  the 
James,  of  the  prisoners  of  war  to  considerable  extent,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  estimates  were  based  upon  this 
expectation,  and  the  sequel  showed  it  to  be  well  founded.     Having 
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reached  Burke's  Station,  I  soou  found  Lieutenant-Oolouel  Dalton,  med- 
ical director  Ninth  Army  Corps,  who  had  come  up  from  Nottoway  Court- 
House  that  morning  on  the  same  business.  He  stated  that  the  hospitals 
of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  were  on  their 
way  np  to  Burke's  Station,  and  would  arrive  in  the  afternoon,  together 
with  the  ambulance  trains  of  those  divisions.  I  also  learned  that  the 
railroad  was  opened  only  as  far  up  as  Wilson's  Station,  twenty-seven 
miles  distant,  and  that  several  days  must  elapse  before  the  cars  could 
get  up  to  Burke's  Station.  In  the  meantime  shelter,  food,  and  medical 
attendance  must  be  provided  for  a  large  number  of  wounded  at  that 
place.  It  was  also  known  that  several  hundred  were  then  on  their  way 
there  in  the  ambulance  trains  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  and  that 
they  would  arrive  by  evening.  The  hotel  buildings  at  Burke's  Station 
had  been  in  use  for  a  considerable  time  as  a  rebel  hospital,  and  they 
were  already  tilled  to  overflowing  with  rebels  who  were  unable  to  be 
moved  when  their  forces  retreated,  and  with  sick  and  wounded  belong- 
ing to  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  Army  of  the  James,  and  to  the  Cavalry 
Corps,  under  General  Sheridan's  command,  who  had  been  recently 
brought  there.  In  the  afternoon  the  hospitals  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  were  pitched  on  good  ground,  convenient  to  the  railroad, 
and  made  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded.  All  the  vacant 
warehouse  room  at  the  railroad  depot  was  also  taken  possession  of,  and 
made  ready  for  the  same  purpose  without  delay.  In  the  evening  about 
7.50  wonnded  from  the  Second  and  Sixth  (/orps  arrived,  and  were 
j>romptly  cared  for;  indeed,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
tlie  suppers  of  a  large  part  of  them  had  been  prepared  for  them  pre- 
vious to  their  arrival.  The  ambulance  train  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  came  up  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  at 
once  sent  forward  to  the  front  with  orders  to  report  for  duty  to  the 
medical  director  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  bringing  in  the  wounded. 

Saturday,  April  8,  the  warehouses  at  the  depot  an<l  the  hospitals  of 
the  Ninth  Coi-ps,  including  that  of  the  First  Division,  now  on  the 
way  up  to  Burke's  Station,  were  capable  of  sheltering  1,600  wounded, 
and  this  entirely  independent  of  the  rebel  hospital  above  mentioned 
a7id  of  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  neighborhood  used  by  the  cavalry 
tor  the  reception  of  the  wounded.  Capt.  J.  II.  Alley,  hospital  com- 
missary Ninth  Corps,  sent  np  a  foraging  train  to-day,  under  suitable 
escort,  to  obtain  subsistence  for  the  wounded  and  sick;  it  gathered  up 
and  brought  in  three  wagon-h)ads  of  provisions,  consisting  of  flour, 
meal,  potatoes,  ham,  and  bacjon.  Captain  Alley  also  sent  to  City  Point 
tV>r  enough  sugar,  eoflee,  and  (iandles  to  last  4,000  men  eight  days 
(.•i2,000  rations  of  each),  in  order  to  be  ready  for  possible  contingencies. 
He  also  began  To  repair  the  large  oven  of  the  hotel,  with  a  view  to 
issue  soft  bread  witliont  delay,  and  placing  a  safeguard  upon  a  neigh- 
boring grist  mill,  he  set  it  to  grinding  flour  and  meal.  The  medical 
purveyor's  tram  benig  also  at  Burke's  Station,  medical  and  hospital 
supplies  were  drawn  from  it  sufficient  to  last  2,000  wounded  eight 
days;  they  were  drawn  by  tl«e  surgeons  in  charge  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Division  hospitals  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  in  addition  to  the  sun- 
plies  they  already  had  on  hand.  Afterward  the  medical  purveyor's  train 
started  for  Farmville,  seventeen  miles  distant,  toward  Lvnchbursr 
Foraging  wagons  were  sent  out  for  straw.  During  the  day  and  even- 
ing about  550  wounded  and  sick  arrived. 

Sunday,  A])ril  9,  Captain  Alley  foraged  successfully  again  to-dav  for 
j.rovisions  and  straw.  About  260  wonnded  and  sick  were  broucht  in 
to-day.  * 
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Monday,  April  10,  tlie  bakery  began  to  turn  out  soft  bread  of  lirst- 
rate  quality  last  night,  and  to-day  -vras  worked  at  the  rate  of  2,000 
rations  per  diem.  Provisions  and  straw  were  again  obtained  by  forag- 
ing. If  subsistence  could  not  have  been  obtained  by  foraging,  the  sick 
and  wounded  must  have  suffered  very  much  with  hunger  for  a  few  days. 
This  evening  the  Ninth  Corps  ambulances  returned  from  the  front, 
bringing  about  200  wounded  and  sick ;  150  hospital  tent  flies  had  arrived 
in  wagons  from  Wilson's  Station,  so  that  we  now  felt  easy  on  the  subject 
of  shelter. 

Tuesday,  April  11.  There  were  now  about  2,200  wounded  and  sick  at 
Burke's  Station,  of  whom  about  1,600  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  about  220  to  the  Army  of  the  James,  about  180  to  the  Cavalry 
Corps,  and  about  200  were  prisoners  of  war ;  all  of  them  were  well  taken 
care  of.  The  Confederate  surgeons  told  me  that  their  wounded  were 
M'ell  cared  for,  and  all  of  whom  I  inquired  (and  the  number  was  con- 
siderable) uniformly  told  me,  even  in  the  warehouses,  that  they  had 
experienced  good  care  and  satisfactory  attention  to  their  wants.  The 
railroad  cars  came  up  to  Burke's  Station  this  morning  for  the  first  time, 
and  preparations  were  immediately  made  to  load  them  with  wounded 
on  their  return  to  City  Point.  In  this  way  about  1,450  wounded  and 
sick  were  sent  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point  to-day.  The 
last  train  started  at  5  p.  m.  The  cars  for  the  wounded  were  well  bedded 
with  straw,  two  days'  rations  were  provided  for  the  wounded,  with 
attendants  at  the  ratio  of  two  per  car,  and  an  ample  supply  of  medical 
officers  to  accompany  them  through  to  City  Point.  The  Ninth  Corps 
ambulance  train  was  sent  out  to  Harper's  farm  for  some  wounded 
cavalrymen  who  were  reported  to  be  there  suffering  for  the  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life;  it  was  accompanied  by  a  wagon  loaded  with  pro- 
visions. 

Wednesday,  April  12,  sent  away  by  railroad,  at  noon,  about  600  sick 
and  wounded  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point,  provided  tor  the 
same  as  those  sent  yesterday.  This  evacuated  Burke's  Station  of  all 
the  wounded  and  the  sick  except  about  150  rebels.  They  also  would 
have  been  sent  if  the  transportation  by  rail  had  been  sufficient  to  do  it. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  day  the  Cavalry  Corps  ambulances  arrived, 
and  the  Ninth  Corps  ambulances  returned.  They  brought,  altogether, 
about  250  wounded  and  sick ;  most  of  them  were  rebels.  A  number 
of  sick  and  wounded  were  also  received  from  other  sources.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  came  down  to  Burke's  Station 
about  3  p.  m.,  and  were  established  in  its  vicinity. 

Thursday,  April  13,  sent  to  City  Point  to-day  450  wounded  and  sick, 
a  majority  of  whom  were  rebels.  This  relieved  us  of  all  the  sick  and 
wounded  then  on  hand  who  could  be  safely  transported.  Surg.  H. 
Bendell,  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  sub-depot 
field  hospital,  organized  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  medical  director 
dated  April  3, 1865,  arrived  at  Burke's  Station  this  morning,  accom- 
panied by  twenty-four  assistant  surgeons,  with  attendants,  shelter,  and 
ample  supplies.  In  the  course  of  the  day  he  established  his  hospital, 
and  put  it  in  operation  as  an  advanced  post  of  the  Depot  Field  Hospital 
at  City  Point,  and  communicating  with  it  daily  by  railroad.  Since  the 
cars  began  to  run  to  Burke's  Station  up  to  this  time,  about  2,600 
wounded  and  sick,  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  Potomac  and  James, 
to  the  Cavalry  Corps,  and  to  the  enemy,  were  sent  to  City  Point  by 
railroad;  of  this  number  it  was  estimated  that  500  were  sick  and 
2,000  wounded.  These  men  had  been  promptly  received  and  provided 
for  at  Burke's  Station  by  the  medical  department  alone,  without  bustle 
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or  concision  and  without  officious  interference  on  the  part  of  any  indi- 
viduals or  irresponsible  associations.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  B.  Dalton,  surgeon 
D".  S.  Volunteers,  chief  medical  officer,  and  Capt.  J.  H.  Alley,  hospital 
commissary  Ninth  Corps,  deserve  special  mention. 

During  this  brief  campaign,  commencing  March  29,  the  total  losses 
of  wounded  in  the  various  engagements  were  distributed  as  follows: 
Second  Corps,  1,100;  Fifth  Corps,  1,436;  Sixth  Corps,  1,127;  Ninth 
Corps,  1,160;  total,  4,823  wounded  in  action.  This  estimate  does  not 
embrace  those  wounded  by  accident  or  by  picket-firing,  and  is  founded 
on  the  admissions  to  the  division  hospitals  reported  in  connection  with 
engagements.  It  also  appears  that  335  wounded  rebels  were  brought 
to  our  division  hospitals  on  such  occasions. 

Before  concluding  this  report  one  remark  is  called  for  in  regard  to 
the  operations  of  the  ambulance  department  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. I  watched  it  attentively  throughout  the  campaign,  and  now  take 
pleasure  in  recording  that  on  all  occasions,  whether  in  removing  the 
wounded  from  the  field  of  battle  or  in  conveying  them  to  the  hospitals 
at  the  rear,  the  duty  was  discharged  with  a  promptitude  and  zeal  which 
reflects  much  credit  upon  the  system  itself  and  those  concerned  in  its 
administration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  LIDELL, 

Surg.,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Insp.  of  Medical  and  Hospital  Department, 

Army  of  the  Potomao. 

Vol  T.  A.  McPaklin, 

Medical  Director. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Surg.  George  B.  Parker,  IT.  8.  Army,  in  charge  of  Depot  Field 
Rospital,  of  operations  March  27-June  30. 

Washington  D.  C,  July  25, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Depot  Field  Hospital  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  March  27, 1866, 
to  June  30,1865:  ' 

In  pursuance  of  General  Orders,  No.  77,  paragraph  4,  dated  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  Potomac,  March  25, 1865, 1  assumed,  on  the  27th 
day  of  March  following,  the  duties  of  acting  chief  medical  officer  of  the 
Depot  Field  Hospital  at  City  Point,  Va.  The  hospital  consisted  of  90 
stockade  pavilions  and  452  tents,  and  then  embraced  and  included  the 
hospitals  of  the  Second,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Ninth,  and  Cavalry  Corps,  belong- 
!PF-.^°v  ¥  "^7^^  "^  ^^^  Potomac,  and  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  was 
5,414  beds.  Its  railroad  communication  extended  to  Burkeville  Va 
and  afterward  to  Danville,  Va.,  and  patients  were  received  direct  froiii 
these  points. 

On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1865,  the  medical  director  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  ordered  the  hospital  to  be  increased  to  its  utmost  capacity 
and  additional  tents  were  erected  and  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  in- 
creased to  8,800  beds. 

«  £l^^®"5"*  to  telegraphic  order  from  the  medical  director,  supplies  for 
2,500  patients  for  ten  days  and  25  medical  officers  were  forwarded  to 
Burkeville,  Va.,  and  a  receiving  depot  established  there.  This  sub- 
division of  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  was  intended  for  the  reception  of 
patients  unable  to  travel,  and  for  whom  immediate  transportation  could 
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not  be  famished,  and  was  ready  for  the  treatment  of  patients  April  7, 
1865.  During  its  continuance  1,173  patients  were  received  and  trans- 
ferred to  City  Point,  Va. 

In  consequence  of  the  detachment  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  after  the  campaign  had  terminated,  the  hospitals 
of  that  corps  belonging  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  were  closed  on  the 
24thof  April,  1865. 

On  the  4th  day  of  May,  1865,  the  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  ordered  the  removal  of  the  Depot  Field  Hospital  to  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  and  medical  officers  and  requisite  supplies  were  sent  for- 
ward, and  a  hospital  with  a  capacity  of  2,000  beds  established  at  that 
place  in  advance  of  the  arrival  of  the  returning  armies. 

The  Depot  Field  Hospital  was  finally  broken  up  on  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1865. 

Patients  belon^ng  to  the  Army  of  the  Potooiac  treated  in  Depot  Field  Hospital , 

from  March  27,  1865,  to  June  30,  1865 21,561 

Transferred  to  general  hospital 11, 920 

Returned  to  duty 7, 881 

Belonging  to  the  other  corpH  turned  over  to  provost-marshal 1, 073 

Furloughed  and  deserted 371 

Deaths 316 

Total 21,561 

A  large  number  of  men  not  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
were  received  at  the  Depot  Field  Hospital,  Virginia,  and  sent  forward 
immediately  to  Point  of  Rocks,  Va.,  by  transports,  but,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  number  of  these  patients  and  their  rapid  arrival  and 
departure,  tlie  surgeons  in  charge  of  the  corps  hospitals  failed  to 
register  their  names,  and  they  are  not-  borne  upon  the  records  of  the 
depot  hospital. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  hospital  after  the  removal  to 
Alexandria,  Va.,  amounted  to  1,446. 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  depot  hospital  at  City  Point,  Va.,  was 
received  from  flowing  springs  found  under  the  bluffs  of  the  Appomattox. 
The  water  was  raised  to  a  reservoir,  at  a  proper  elevation,  by  two  sta- 
tionary engines,  conveyed  by  pipes  to  the  respective  corps  hospitals, 
some  of  which  were  half  a  mile  distant,  and  an  abundant  supply  kept 
constantly  on  hand.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  hospitals 
was  invariably  good ;  neither  gangrene  or  any  epidemic  appeared ;  good 
order,  discipline,  and  cleanliness  were  constantly  maintained.  There 
was  ever  an  ample  supply  of  all  medical  and  hospital  stores,  and  every 
luxury  and  comfort  required  by  the  sick  and  wounded  was  furnished 
by  the  medical  department  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  in  con- 
cluding it  is  proper  to  refer  to  the  efficiency  of  the  following-named 
surgeons  in  charge  of  the  respective  corps :  Actg.  Staff  Surg.  John 
Aiken,  Second  Army  Corps;  W.  L.  Faxon,  surgeon  Thirty-second 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Fifth  Army  Corps;  Asst.  Surg.  J.  Sykes, 
esq.,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  Sixth  Army  Corps;  W.  O.  McDonald,  surgeon, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  Ninth  Army  Corps;  C.  A.  McCall,  U.  S.  Ariny,  Cav- 
alry Corps;  H.  Bendell,  surgeon  Eighty- sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  in 
charge  sub-depot  at  Burkeville,  Va. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  PAEKER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteerg. 

Col.  T.  A.  McPahlin,  U.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Washington,  B.  C. 
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No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charlex  L.  Davis,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Signai,  Department, 

April  22,  18G5. 

Colonel:  In  cuuipliauce  with  paragrapli  9  of  Special  Orders,  No. 
94,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  April  14, 1865, 1  have  the  houor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  the  signal  corps  of  this 
army  from  the  29th  ultimo  to  the  9th  instant : 

During  this  period  the  dis])osition  of  the  corps  was  as  follows :  One 
ofiQcer  and  from  seven  to  ten  men  with  each  army  corps,  one  officer 
and  forty  men  with  the  depot  camp,  five  officers  and  sixty  men  with  the 
reserve  party,  and  two  officers  and  seven  men  with  these  headquarters. 
The  parties  with  army  corps  had  general  instructions  to  make  them- 
selves familiar  with  the  position  of  the  troops,  and,  by  keeping  them- 
selves and  their  men  on  the  flanks  and  front  of  the  corps  to  which  they 
were  attached,  to  gather  for  the  corps  commander  such  information,  by 
means  of  telescopic  observations,  as  they  were  able  to  obtain  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy;  also  to  be  ever  watchful  for  opportunities 
to  open  communication  by  signals  with  these  headquarters,  especially 
when  such  communication  would  be  important;  they  were  also  in- 
structed to  make  themselves  useful  as  aides-de-camp,  when  the  nature 
of  the  country  or  the  movements  of  the  troops  prevented  the  perform- 
ance of  their  legitimate  duties.  The  reserve  detachment  was  at  all 
times,  weather  and  movements  of  the  troops  favoring,  distributed 
along  the  front  and  flanks  of  the  army,  with  the  same  general  instruc- 
tions. A  small  portion  of  this  detachment,  however,  was  always  kept 
in  hand  for  the  purpose  of  opening  any  lines  of  signal  communicatioit 
or  establishing  any  stations  of  observation  that  the  occasion  nught 
require. 

At  the  dat«  of  the  comnien(;ement  of  this  campaign  (March  29)  the 
stations  occupied  by  the  reserve  i)arty  in  front  of  Petersburg  were 
almost  identically  those  occupied  during  the  past  winter,  viz  : 

No.  1,  at  the  Walthall  house,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  City  Point 
Railroad  to  Point  of  Kocks,  and  bearing  north  45°  east  from  the  cen- 
tral part  of  Petersbiug.  This  station  commanded  a  view  of  parts  of 
the  city  of  Petersburg,  portions  of  country  south  and  southeast  of 
Petersburg,  points  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  road  north  of 
Pocahontas,  a  point  on  same  road  near  Port  Walthall  Junction,  and 
three  of  the  enemy's  signal  stations  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Appomattox 
River,  and  all  signals  used  on  the  enemy's  stations  were  intercepted 
and  interpreted. 

No.  2,  on  a  hickory  tree,  on  a  knoll  of  ground  near  the  Gibbon  or 
Friend  house,  bearing  north  70°  east  froui  the  central  part  of  Peters- 
burg, commanding  a  partial  view  ot  the  city,  the  military  roads  on  the 
northeast  and  northwest  slopes  of  Cemetery  Hill,  a,  road  leading  north 
from  Pocahontas,  and  the  enemy's  batteries  on  left  bank  of  the  Apdo- 
mattox.  *  ^ 

No.  3,  at  the  Avery  house,  commanding  a  plain  view  of  the  enemy's 
lines  of  works  on  the  east  slope  of  Cemetery  Hill  from  the  crater  to 
tte  lead -works,  a  road  running  north  from  Pocahontas  (same  as  seen 
from  No.  2),  a  point  on  the  Cox  road  a  short  distance  west  of  the  citv 
and  a  point  on  the  South  Side  Railroad  three  miles  west  of  the  citv. 

No.  4,  on  a  pine  tree,  in  Fort  Davis,  commanding  a  view  of  the 
enemy's  works  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to  the  HaHfax  road,  and 
a  clear  view  of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lead- works 
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No.  5,  ou  a  pine  tree,  near  the  i)icket-line,  half  a  mile  liortli  of  Fort 
Howard,  commanding  a  very  close  view  of  the  enemy's  works  from  his 
Fort  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Lee  (Battery  41),  the  Boydton  road  near  the 
lead-works,  and  a  point  on  the  Cox  road  a  short  distance  west  of  the 
city. 

No.  6  was  a  small  tower  near  the  Aiken  house,  and  was  used  entirely 
as  a  station  of  communication,  communicating  by  signals  with  all  the 
stations  along  our  front,  and  being  located  near  these  headquarters 
placed  them  all  in  communication  with  this  point. 

No.  7  was  a  tower,  145  feet  high,  on  Peebles'  farm,  near  Fort  Fisher, 
and  commanded  an  extensive  and  clear  view  of  the  roads,  camps,  and 
works  of  the  enemy  south  of  the  Appomattox  and  west  of  Battery  45, 
on  the  Boydton  road,  and  extending  aronnd  to  Spain's  house,  on  the 
Boydton  road,  and  the  enemy's  Battery  54. 

These  stations  were  all  in  successful  operation  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  and  all  connected  by  signals  with  a  station  at  the  deserted 
house,  headquarters  of  Major-Greneral  I'arke,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  line  of  works  from  our  right  to  the  vicinity  of  the  tower  on  Pee- 
bles' farm,  and  a  telegraph  line  had  been  run  to  this  tower,  thus  con- 
necting all  with  these  headquarters  in  the  field. 

At  this  point  I  beg  leave  to  take  from  my  daily  record  a  synopsis  of 
operations  of  the  corps  and  the  movements  reported  to  tlie  (iommand- 
ing  general. 

March  29,  the  army  moved  to-day,  crossing  Hatcher's  Euu  and  mov- 
ing toward  the  Boydton  plank  road.  No  special  changes  observed  in 
the  enemy's  lines  in  the  morning.  Working  parties  larger  than  usual. 
At  5  p.  m.  a  colunm  of  cavalry,  estimated  at  2,500,  and  one  of  infantry, 
estimated  at  4,000,  both  followed  by  large  wagon  trains,  came  from 
north  side  of  Appomattox,  and  moved  along  Boydton  road  toward  our 
left. 

March  30,  stormy  day.  Difficult  to  see  into  enemy's  lines.  A  small 
bo<iy  of  infantry  moved  toward  our  left,  on  Boydton  road,  at  4  p.  m. 

March  31,  much  activity  in  enemy's  lines.  Some  changes  made  in 
the  artillery  in  their  forts  by  changing  from  one  fort  to  another.  Indi- 
cations of  a  larger  force  than  usual  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps. 
Troops  deployed  along  their  works  behind  the  entire  line.  Heavy 
wagon  trains  moving  west  on  Cox  and  Boydton  roads,  coming  from  north 
side  of  Appomattox. 

April  1,  established  stations  of  observation  in  tree- tops  near  picket- 
line,  in  front  of  Crow's  house,  south  of  Hatcher's  Kuu,  and  on  Boydton 
road,  south  of  Burgess'  Mill.  Continued  passage  of  wagon  trains  and 
artillery  on  roads  seen  from  stations  on  right,  going  mainly  toward  our 
left.  One  hundred  of  our  men,  under  guard,  seen  goiTig  toward  Peters- 
burg, on  Boydton  road.  Intercepted  signals  of  the  enemy  furnish  no 
important  information. 

April  2,  the  Sixth  Corps  broke  through  enemy's  lines  in  front  of  Fort 
Gregg  before  daylight,  and  during  day  swept  around  to  the  Appomat- 
tox, thus  surrounding  thecitj'.  Reports  of  movements  seen  from  sta- 
tions on  the  right,  affecting  mainly  that  portion  of  the  line  under  Gen- 
eral Parke,  were  made  direct  to  him  by  Lieutenant  Dillingham,  serving 
with  the  Ninth  Corps.  Station  of  communication  and  observation 
established  by  Lieutenant  Dillingham  in  Fort  Eice,  headquarters  of 
General  Parke,  placing  him  in  communication  with  his  telegraph  office 
at  the  deserted  house.  All  the  stations  in  front  of  Ninth  Corps  busily 
employed  on  observation  and  communication  duty  for  the  benefit  of 
General   Parke.     Signal  communication  opened  from  headquarters 
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Generals  Meade  and  Grant,  at  the  Harmon  house,  on  the  Boydton  road, 
to  the  tower  on  Peebles'  farm;  also  with  headquarters  of  Generals 
Wright  and  Gibbon,  moving  on  the  field,  and  numerous  dispatches  trans- 
mitted (a  telegraph  oflSce  being  at  the  tower).  Beport  of  the  movements 
of  a  battery  of  artillery  on  the  flank  of  the  Sixth  Corps  signaled  to 
General  Wright,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  part  of  it.  Large 
fires  in  Petersburg  burning  all  day.  Heavy  wagon  trains  moving  on 
north  side  of  Appomattox,  going  north,  and  a  long  column  of  troops 
moving  north  toward  city,  from  direction  of  lead-works,  in  the  afternoon. 
Ee-enforcements  to  the  enemy  of  infantry,  coming  from  the  north  side  of 
Appomattox,  also  reported  about  noon.  Established  stations  of  obser 
vation  at  the  TurnbuU  and  Whitworth  liouses,  near  the  junction  of  Cox 
and  Eiver  roads,  just  before  dark,  and  minor  movements  of  the  enemy 
seen  from  them  reported  to  General  Wright. 

April  3,  Petersburg  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  last  night,  and  our 
troops  entered  the  city  at  4  a.  m.,  driving  out  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy.  Upon  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  our  troops  signal  com- 
munication was  opened  from  the  Methodist  church,  in  Petersburg,  to 
headquarters  Ninth  Corps,  and  dispatches  from  General  Parke  to 
General  Willcox  transmitted.  Established  a  station  on  the  custom 
house  and  endeavored  to  open  signal  communication  with  the  tower  at 
Cobb's  Hill,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  report  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  seen  from  that  point,  but  unsuccessful.  Occasional  puffs  of 
smoke  noticed  on  line  of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond  Railroad,  indicat- 
ing that  the  enemy  was  probably  damaging  the  road.  All  stations 
around  Petersburg  abandoned,  and  reserve  party  marched  with  the 
troops. 

April  5,  established  a  station  of  observation  on  a  house  at  Jeters- 
ville.  About  3,000  of  enemy's  cavalry  bivouacked  at  a  point  north  30° 
west  and  about  three  miles  distant.  A  hasty  observation  made  from 
a  tree- top  half  a  mile  north  of  Jetersville  revealed  the  fact  that  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  was  bivouacked  about  three  miles  north  of  that 
point,  but  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  compelled  the 
abandonment  of  this  ])oint  of  observation. 

April  6,  stationed  at  Jetersville.  Made  frequent  reports  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  enemy's  wagon  trains,  guarded  by  cavalry  and  infantry,  on 
the  Paineville  and  Deatonsville  road,  near  Deatonsville,  and  soon  after 
that  point  was  struck  by  our  cavalry  communication  was  opened  by 
signals  from  that  point  to  the  headquarters  of  Generals  Meade  and 
Grant,  at  Jetersville,  and  dispatches  transmitted  from  and  to  Generals 
Grant,  Humphreys,  and  Meade. 

April  7,  the  line  of  signal  communication  from  Deatonsville  to  Jeters- 
ville abandoned.  Endeavored  to  open  a  line  from  Kice's  Station  to 
Prince  Edward  Court-House,  but,  as  an  intermediate  point  necessary 
to  be  occupied  to  open  this  line  was  not  accessible  for  some  hours  after 
it  was  desirable,  this  effort  was  not  a  success.    Signal  communication 


Wright.  At  a  later  hour  communication  opened  from  the  same  point 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  one  dispatch  to  General 
1  Inmphreys  transmitted.    These  stations  were  abandoned  at  dark 

April  8,  terms  of  surrender  offered  to  the  rebel  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  No  lines  of  communication  opened  nor  movements  of  the 
enemy  reported  to  day  A  signal  party  sent  to  Appomattox  Mountain, 
but  arrived  there  too  late  in  the  day  to  make  any  observations,  but 
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reported  incUcatious  of  that  point  having  been  used  by  the  enemy  as  a 
station  of  observation  a  few  hours  previous,  and  the  capture  of  a  marine 
glass  left  at  that  point  by  the  enemy. 

April  9,  on  the  occupation  of  Appomattox  Mountain,  at  dayhght,  by 
a  signal  party  our  advance  was  found  some  miles  beyond  it,  and  no 
indications  of  the  enemy  seen  within  the  view  from  that  point,  and  the 
station  was  abandoned. 

But  one  casualty  occurred  during  the  campaign,  viz,  one  private 
slightly  wounded. 

One  signal  flag  of  the  enemy  was  captured  by  Second-Class  Private 
Henry  Greenwood,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  April,  from  an  abandoned 
station  of  the  enemy  in  Petersburg,  Va. 

The  flag  of  the  rebel  gan-boat  Nausemond  was  taken  from  the  person 
of  an  enlisted  man  (whom  he  captured)  by  Second-Glass  Private 
Morgan  D.  Lane,*  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  April,  in  advance  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  near  Jetersville,  Va. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  above  a  synopsis  of  the  service  performed 
by  the  signal  corps  in  the  recent  short  and  successful  campaign. 

Officers  and  men  were  ever  ready  and  willing  to  perform  any  duty 
I  required  of  them,  and  feeling  that  the  campaign  must  terminate  in 
success,  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  effort  to  render  good 
service.    The  officers  serving  with  army  corps  were  particularly  zealous. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  energy  and  efficiency  of  Lieut.  C. 
Stickney,  serving  with  General  Humphreys;  Lieut.  L.  A.  Dillingham, 
serving  with  General  Parke,  and  Lieut.  T.  H.  Fearey,  serving  with 
General  Wright.  Lieutenant  Fearey  allowed  no  opportunity  for  useful- 
ness to  pass  unimproved.  Lieuts.  A.  M.  Thayer,  E.  H.  Wardwell,  E.  S. 
Moff'att,  and  Charles  Herzog,  of  the  reserve  party,  and  Lieut.  F.  S. 
Benson,  my  adjutant  at  these  headquarters,  deserve  mention  for  the 
zeal  and  fidelily  with  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 

1  cannot  give  special  mention  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 
without. meiitioning  all  of  them;  all  performed  their  duty  faitlifuUy 
and  intelligently. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potonuic. 

Col.  George  ,D.  Eugglbs, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.   George  N.   Macy,   Ttventieth   Massachusetts 
Infantry,  commanding  Provost  Guard. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal-General. 

April  18,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders, 
Ko.  94,  April  14, 1865,  the  following  operations  of  this  command,  com- 
posed at  present  of  the  Third,  Eleventh,  and  First  and  Second  Bat- 

'  Awarded  a  Medal  of  Uouor. 
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talious,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  Third  PennsylT9.nia  Cavalry, 
and  squadron  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  escort  of  the  major-general 
commanding: 

The  duties  performed  by  these  commands  have  been  of  a  detached 
nature,  none  of  them  having  been  under  fire.  The  Third  Infantry  has 
followed  the  headquarters  train,  and  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 
with  a  small  detachment  of  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry  (temporarily 
attached),  have  acted  as  the  escort  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

The  First  Battalion,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  did  not  arrive  at  City 
Point  until  the  4th  instant,  and  did  not  leave  that  post  until  the  9th. 
The  Second  Battalion,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  and  Eleventh  Infantry 
moved  from  Parke's  Station  with  the  headquarters  train.  Were  then 
put  in  charge  of  some  4,000  prisoners  of  war  at  Humphreys'  Station, 
on  the  1st  instant,  with  directions  to  take  them  to  City  Point.  Upon 
their  arrival  there  tliey  received  conflicting  orders  from  General  Pat- 
rick, provost-marshal-general,  Armies  operating  against  Bichmond, 
from  Brevet  Brigadier-General  CoUis,  and  from  Captain  and  Brevet 
Major  Hudson,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  so  that  these  two  regiments  had 
not  returned  to  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  9th  instant, 
thereby  causing  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  necessitating  a  call  for 
troops  from  commands  then  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy.  These 
regiments  at  that  date  were,  however,  on  their  way,  and  have  since 
reported. 

The  operations  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  have  been  most 
varied  in  guarding  prisoners,  escorting  them  to  the  rear,  furnishing 
safeguards,  guarding  roads  and  crossings,  and  driving  up  stragglers. 
So  much  of  the  regiment  not  on  duty  of  this  kind  has  been  daily  with 
the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  N.  MACY, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Provost-Marshal-Oeneral. 

Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


No.  II. 


Report  of  Capt.   Richard  G.  Lay,  Third  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding 
Headquarters  Guard. 

Headqttaetees  Thied  U.  S.  Infantey, 
Camp  near  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Virginia, 

April  15, 1865. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  left  camp 
near  Parke's  Station,  Va.,  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  as  guard  for 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  continued  to  perform  said 
duty  to  9th  day  of  April,  1865,  inclusive. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  LAY, 
GapUin,  Third  U.  8.  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Col.  Geoege  D.  Ruggles, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  12. 

Report  of  hrifi.   (fen.  Henry  W.  Benham,    CI.   «.   Army,  commanding 

Engineer  Brigade. 

Headquakters  Engineer  Brigade, 

Bitrkeville,  Va.,  April  22, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  Special  Orders,  No.  94, 
current  series,  to  report  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand from  the  29th  of  March  to  the  9th  instant,  1  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  on  the  29th,  30th,  and  31st  of  March  my  especial  command 
was,  as  for  some  time  previous,  in  the  defenses  of  City  Point. 

Upon  the  2d  of  April,  by  the  direction  of  General  Grant,  I  early  in 
the  morning  placed  all  the  troops  available  on  the  outer  lines  of  defense 
there,  and,  at  a  little  after  10  a.  m.,  I  there  received  a  telegram  from 
General  Parke  asking  the  number  of  troops  I  could  send  him,  and  at 
the  same  time  an  order  from  General  Meade  to  move  my  whole  com- 
mand to  his  support.  This  I  did  at  once,  ordering  the  troops  of  Gen- 
eral CoUis'  command,  under  Colonel  Tippin,  Sixty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania (as  ]  had  not  been  able  to  find  the  general  that  morning),  to 
move  up  by  regiments  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Meade's  Station,  while 
I  directed  Colonel  Brainerd  (commanding  a  provisional  brigade  of  the 
Fifteenth  Engineers  and  the  dismounted  cavalry)  to  collect  these  men 
from  their  stations  and  at  the  forts  along  the  lines  and  follow  the 
infantry  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Meade's  Station,  while  I  preceded 
the  whole  to  that  point  to  receive  the  orders  of  General  Parke. 

The  infantry  command — the  Twentieth*  New  York,  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  and  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiments,  and  the 
Sixty-first  Massachusetts — reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Tippin  as  com- 
prising in  all  about  900  men,  reached  the  front  in  excellent  trim,  when 
they  were  met  by  General  Collis,  and  at  soon  after  1  p.  m.  I  left  the 
leading  regiment,  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth,  to  report  the  com- 
mand to  General  Parke  at  his  station  at  Fort  Sedgwick ;  but  I  found  him 
a  few  nnnutes  after  at  Fort  Eice,  on  reaching  which  the  infantry  bri- 
gade was  ordered  at  once  to  the  advanced  captured  work  on  the  left,  and 
they  appear  to  have  arrived  at  the  most  critical  moment  to  save  these 
works  from  recapture,  these  regiments  running  up,  as  I  saw,  to  them, 
while  our  men  by  hundreds  were  retiring  from  them  after  having  so 
bravely  held  them  for  many  hours  previously.  As  this  command  was 
placed  at  once  under  the  directions  of  Brigadier-General  Griffin  it  is 
presumed  these  services  will  be  s])ecially  reported  by  him  also.  The 
provisional  brigade,  under  Colonel  Brainerd,  consisting  of  about  950 
men  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Engineers,  and  about  7.TO  cavalry, 
one-third  unmounted,  I  was  ordered  to  hold  in  readiness  to  support 
General  Willcox  cm  the  right,  and  during  the  ensuing  night,  upon  his 
call  for  assistance,  they  were  so  ordered  to  his  support. 

Upon  entering  Petersburg  early  in  the  morning  with  General  Willcox 
I  found  the  three  or  four  principal  bridges  destroyed  or  in  flames,  and 
sent  at  once  for  the  Fifteenth  Engineer  Eegiment  to  reconstruct 
them,  and  during  the  <lay,  before  4  p.  m..  Colonel  Brainerd,  with  most 
praiseworthy  activity,  had  almost  entirely  rebuilt  the  principal  bridge, 
ready  for  the  passage  of  artillery,  and  repaired  the  railroad  bridge, 
for  the  rapid  passage  of  infantry,  and  by  early  the  next  morning,  as 
General  Grant  had  directed,  a  third  temporary  bridge  at  the  upper 

*  Militia,  or  Kightieth  Vciluuteers, 
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part  of  the  city  bad  beeu  thrown  across  the  river  at  a  most  difficult 
point.  These  duties  completed,  the  regiment  returned  to  City  Point 
the  next  day,  remaining  there  until  I  received  your  order  to  move  to 
this  piace  upon  the  9th  instant. 

Upon  the  3d  instant,  however,  being  present  when  General  Grant 
read  the  dispatch  announcing  the  capture  of  Richmond,  I  suggested 
that  as  there  was  the  probability  that  the  bridges  would  be  burnt 
there  also,  1  should  be  authorized  to  send  or  take  pontoon  bridges  at 
once  up  to  that  place  from  City  Point,  which  being  approved  by  Gen- 
eral Grant,  I  sent  in  by  courier  to  my  staff  officer  at  City  Point  to 
have  pontoon  rafts  and  a  steamer  ready,  and  to  the  officer  in  command 
of  the  pickets  at  Bailey's  Creek  to  take  oft"  100  of  the  men  from  the 
picket  to  man  those  rafts,  and  the  bridges  were  started  under  Captain 
O'Keefe  that  evening,  arriving  the  next  afternoon  as  early  as  it  was 
considered  safe  from  the  torpedoes  to  pass  up  the  river.  This  bridge 
was  laid  the  next  day  and  proved,  as  I  was  informed,  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  troops,  as  Avell  as  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chester. 

Upon  the  9th  instant  the  order  was  received  to  move  forward  my 
command  to  join  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  except  a 
guard  to  be  left  in  charge  of  the  trains,  bridges,  &c.,  at  City  Point,  in 
compliance  with  which  order  the  command  started  the  next  morning, 
as  previously  reported  upon  the  13th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Col.  G.  D.  EXIGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

P.  S. — The  reports  of  Brevet  Colonel  Spaulding  and  Brevet  Major 
Harwood  were  called  for  by  me,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  and  as 
I  do  not  know  of  their  having  been  called  for  or  sent  otherwise,  they 
are  herewith  inclosed. 


Kes])ectfully, 


H.  W.  B. 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Jivt.  Col.  Ira  l^j>a>dtUiig,  Fiftieth  Jfk'eu-  Yorh  Engineers. 

Hdqks.  Detachment  oOth  Xew  York  Vol.  Engineers, 

Fort  Berry,  near  Washington,  June  14, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engi- 
neering operations  of  this  command  from  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign  in  March  last  to  the  arrival  of  the  army  near  Washington- 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  JMarch  I  left  my  winter  camp  near 
Petersburg  with  all  of  my  command  except  one  company,  Capt.  Arthur 
M.  Jackson  commanding,  left  to  guard  the  trains,  one  company,  Bvt 
IMaj.  M.  Van  Brocklin  commanding,  previously  sent  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Warren  with  a  pontoon  train  of  twelve  boats,  and  one  companv 
Lieutenant  Taylor  commanding,  previously  sent  to  report  to  General 
Humphreys  with  a  pontoon  train  of  eighteen  boats.  I  marched  mv 
command  to  the  W.  Perkins  house,  repairing  roads  and  bridges  on  the 
way.    At  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Kun  I  found  a  pontoon  bridge  had. 
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beeu  built  by  Major  Van  Brocklin,  and  also  a  log  bridge  for  the  pas- 
sage of  trains.  The  crossing  at  Hatcher's  Eun  Avas  found  to  be  in  a 
very  bad  condition,  the  stream  rising  rapidly  and  the  roads  almost 
impassable.  All  my  troops  were  immediately  set  at  work  upon  the 
crossing  and  upon  the  old  stage  road,  repairing  the  worst  places  and 
assisting  the  trains.  At  midnight  they  were  permitted  to  bivouac  for 
a  short  rest,  and  at  4  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  work  was  recom- 
menced. The  stream  rose  so  rapidly  at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Hun 
as  to  render  the  log  bridge  unservic'eable.  It  became  necessary  to 
raise  the  abutments  of  the  jjontoon  bridge  about  four  feet  and  to  build 
a  corduroy  bridge,  nearly  100  yards  in  length,  to  the  hill  on  the  south 
side.  It  rained  incessantly,  and  it  Avas  only  by  the  constant  and  severe 
labor  of  my  men  that  the  road  was  kept  passable  for  the  trains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  by  your  orders,  I  moved  my  command 
and  trains  from  the  W.  Perkins  house  to  near  general  headquarters,  on 
the  Vaughan  road,  making  my  own  road  for  nearly  the  whole  distance 
and  repairing  roads  ibr  the  passage  of  other  trains.  At  11  p.  m.  I  was 
ordered  to  cross  with  my  trains  to  the  north  side  of  Gravelly  Eun  as  a 
safer  position  against  an  apprehensive  attack  of  the  enemy. 

During  the  1st  and  lid  of  April  my  whole  command  was,  by  your 
direction,  engaged  in  building  a  double  corduroy  track  on  the  Vaughan 
road  from  the  old  stage  road  to  Hatcher's  Eun.  During  the  whole  of 
this  time  Major  Van  Brocklin  had  a  pontoon  bridge  over  Hatcher's  Eun, 
near  the  W.  Perkins  house,  and  also  one  over  Gravelly  Eun,  near  the 
Friends'  Meeting-House.  He  was  ordered  to  keep  these  bridges  in  use 
until  the  whole  of  the  trains  on  the  route  of  the  old  stage  road  had 
passed.  In  the  meantime  he  was  engaged,  with  his  company,  in  build- 
ing and  repairing  roads  in  the  vicinity. 

At  5  p.  m.  on  the  2d  I  was  started  with  my  command  for  the  Boydton 
plank  road,  via  Fort  Fisher,  sending  at  the  same  time  an  order  for  Major 
Van  Brocklin  to  join  with  his  train,  and  also  to  Captain  Jackson  to 
join  me  with  his  company  and  the  pontoon  train  left  in  my  old  camp, 
together  with  the  train  of  siege  materials  and  intrenching  tools.  Dur- 
ing the  night  all  my  troops  and  trains,  except  Lieutenant  Taylor's  pon- 
toon train,  with  General  Humphreys,  were  concentrated  near  general 
headquarters,  on  the  Boydton  plank  road.  The  wooden  pontoon  trains 
which  I  had  left  at  City  Point  arrived  at  headquarters  the  same  even- 
ing, but,  by  your  direction,  they  were  immediately  sent  back  to  City 
Point. 

On  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  I  moved  my  command  and  trains,  via  the 
Boydton  plank  road,  theEiverroad,  Cox'sroad,  theEpps  house,  andNot- 
toway  Court-House,  toward  Burkeville,  encamping  on  the  6th  within 
two  miles  of  Burkeville.  During  the  whole  of  this  march  my  men  were 
engaged  in  repairing  old  and  opening  new  roads  for  the  passage  of 
army  trains  and  troops. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  moved  my  command  to  Burkeville  and  went 
into  camp.  At  10  p.  m.  of  the  7th  I  received  an  order  from  you  to  take 
a  pontoon  train  of  eighteen  boats  to  Farmville,  with  sufficient  troops 
to  throw  the  bridge.  At  10.45  1  started  with  three  companies  and  the 
j)ontoon  train,  accompanied  by  Major  Folwell,  leaving  Major  McDonald 
in  command  of  the  troops  and  trains  left  at  Burkeville.  From  Eice's 
Station  to  Farmville  the  roads  were  very  bad  indeed  and  required  a 
large  amount  of  work  to  ])rovide  for  the  passage  of  our  own  and  other 
trains. 

At  9.30  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  my  trains  reached  the  Appoinat- 
tox  at  Farmville,  and  Major  Van  BrockUu  immediately  built  a  poutoou 
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bridge  across  the  river  to  take  the  place  of  one  that  had  been  in  use 
belonging  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  At  the  same  time  I  sent  an 
order  back  to  Major  McDonald,  at  Burkeville,  to  join  me  with  the  balance 
of  my  command  and  trains,  and  he  reached  my  camp  at  2  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  9th.  Leaving  a  detachment  in  charge  of  the  bridge 
at  Farmville,  I  marched  the  balance  of  my  train  at  9  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  toward  Appomattox  Court-House,  and  late  in  the 
evening  the  main  portion -of  my  pontoon  trains  were  within  about  one 
mile  of  army  headquarters,  and  I  reported  to  you  in  person.  There  I 
first  learned  of  General  Lee's  surrender. 

During  the  whole  march,  from  leaving  my  winter  camp  on  the  29th  of 
March  until  the  9th  of  April,  the  labors  of  the  men  in  my  command,  in 
building  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  had  been  incessant,  and  in 
addition  to  their  arms,  accouterments,  knapsacks,  and  rations,  the 
necessary  axes,  picks,  and  shovels.  Major  Van  Brocklin  marched 
his  company  and  train  thirty-three  miles  in  less  than  twenty-four 
hours,  doing  considerable  work  to  the  roads  on  the  way.  The  energy 
and  zeal  displayed  by  the  officers  and  the  promptness  and  cheerfulness 
of  the  men  in  the  performance  of  their  severe  labors  were  beyond  all 
praise. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  of  April  we  commenced  our  return 
march  to  Burkeville,  reaching  the  latter  place  at  6  p.  m.  of  the  12th, 
having  done  a  large  amount  of  work  on  the  roads  and  bridges  during 
the  march.  Brevet  Major  Van  Brocklin  was  left  at  Farmville  with  a 
detachment  of  two  companies  in  charge  of  the  two  pontoon  bridges 
over  the  Appomattox  at  that  place,  to  remain  until  the  Second  Corps 
should  recross  the  river. 

On  the  14th  Brigadier-General  Benham  arrived  at  Burkeville  with 
his  command,  and  I  rejoined  the  brigade,  from  which  I  had  been 
detached  since  the  10th  of  October,  18(54,  having  been  on  duty  at 
headquarters  of  the  army  during  this  time  with  my  command,  under 
the  direct  orders  of  the  chief  engineer.  On  the  same  day  one-half  of  Com- 
pany A  of  the  Fiftieth,  under  Lieutenant  Brown,joined  me,  making  a 
total  of  eleven  and  a  half  companies  of  engineer  troops  under  my  com- 
mand. On  the  20th  Brevet  Major  Van  Brockliu  rejoined  me  Avith  his 
detachment.  On  the  22d  I  sent  Major  Folwell,  with  a  detachment  of 
three  companies  and  a  bridge  train,  to  bridge  the  Appomattox  at 
Genito  Bridge  for  the  passage  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  on  its  way  to 
Richmond.  On  the  23d  I  sent  Brevet  Major  Van  BrockUn,  with  a 
bridge  train  and  a  detachment  of  two  companies,  to  report  to  General 
Wright  and  accompany  the  Sixth  Corps  on  its  march  toward  Danville. 
On  the  24th  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  started  for  Staunton  River, 
on  the  line  of  the  Danville  railway,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  26th. 
On  the  27th  Major  Folwell  rejoined  me  with  his  detachment,  and  I 
moved  my  command  across  the  Staunton  River  to  a  point  about  one 
mile  south  ot  .Clover  Station,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  com- 
menced getting  out  timber  and  sending  it  to  the  river  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  railway  bridge.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th  I  had 
the  [timber]  for  three-fourths  of  the  bridge  delivered.  Colonel  Brainerd 
having  procured  timber  for  the  one-fourth  of  the  bridge  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river.  On  my  arrival  at  Staunton  River  I  had  a  pontoon 
bridge  thrown  across  the  stream,  and  this  was  taken  up  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  of  May  and  replaced  by  Brevet  Major  Van  Brocklin 
who  had  got  thus  far  on  his  return  from  Danville  with  orders  to  wait 
at  this  point  for  the  return  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 


CBAr.LVin.]  THE   APPOMATTOX   CAMPAIGN.  645 

Early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  1st  of  May  I  started  with  my  command 
to  accompany  the  brigade  on  its  return  to  Burkeville,  reaching  the  lat- 
ter place  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  May.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d 
I  sent  Captain  McGrath,  with  his  company,  to  accompany  General 
Benham  to  City  Point,  for  the  purpose  of  loading  and  forwarding 
engineer  material  to  Washington,  and  started  with  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Brainerd,  for  Richmond;  and 
at  5  a.  m.  on  the  5th  we  reached  Manchester,  opposite  Eichmond, 
having  marclied  forty-two  miles  during  the  last  twenty-five  hours. 
On  the  6th  we  marched  with  the  army  through  Eichmond,  and  camped 
that  night  near  Hanover  Court-House.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the 
inarch  toward  Fredericksburg  was  resumed.  At  the  Pamunkey  I  left 
Lieutenant  Taylor,  with  a  small  detachment,  in  charge  of  a  pontoon 
bridge  over  the  river,  and  the  balance  of  the  woodeu-boat  trains,  which 
I  had  left  at  City  Point  and  which  had  been  brought  to  this  point,  were 
turned  over  to  me.  We  reached  the  Eappahannock  near  Fredericks- 
burg on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  and  at  7  o'clock  the  next  day  I  had  a 
bridge  completed  across  the  river  at  Franklin's  Crossing.  On  the 
same  day,  by  your  order,  I  sent  Captain  Jackson  with  one  company 
and  a  train  of  four  boats  to  bridge  Potomac  Creek  for  the  Fifth  Corps. 
On  the  10th  I  received  your  order  to  keep  down  the  bridge  at  Frank- 
lin's Crossing  until  after  the  passage  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  on 
the  same  day,  by  your  order,  I  sent  Brevet  Captain  Van  Eensselaer 
with  a  small  detachment  and  a  train  of  six  boats  to  report  to  General 
Griffin,  at  Potomac  Creek.  Captain  Jackson  and  Brevet  Captain  Van 
Rensselaer  returned  to  my  camp  with  their  troops  and  trains  on  the  12th. 
On  the  17th,  having  learned  that  the  Twentieth  Corps  had  crossed 
the  river  higher  up,  and  that  the  bridge  at  Fredericksburg  was  consid- 
ered sufficient  for  the  passage  of  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  I  disman- 
tled my  bridge  at  Franklin's  Crossing,  and,  in  accordance  with  your 
directions,  made  up  the  wooden  boats  in  a  raft,  loaded  all  the  bridge 
material  on  this  raft,  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Brown, 
with  a  detachment  of  Company  A,  and  directed  him  to  start  next  morn- 
ing in  tow  of  a  steamer  for  Washington.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th 
I  broke  camp  at  Franklin's  Crossing  and  started  with  my  troops  and 
trains  for  army  headquarters  near  Washington,  marching  via  Stafford 
Court-House,  Wolf  Eun  Shoals,  and  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  reaching 
army  headquarters  near  Fort  Berry  on  the  morning  of  the  21st. 

June  2,  Brevet  Major  Van  Brocklin  rejoined  me  with  his  detachment 
and  trains.  All  my  bridge  trains  and  engineer  materials  were  then 
turned  in  to  the  engineer  depot,  near  the  Navy  Yard,  and  the  transpor- 
tation to  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  Major  A^'an  Brocklin's  report: 

April  23,  with  Companies  C  and  E  of  the  Fiftieth  New  York  Engin'eers,  and  the 
pontoon  trains  under  their  charge,  consisting  of  twenty-four  canvas  pontoon  boats 
and  their  equipments,  and  Captain  Manger's  company  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York 
Engineers,  I  joined  the  Sixth  Corps  and  marched  with  it  to  Clark's  Ferry,  on  the 
Staunton  River,  where  we  arrived  at  6  p.  m.  of  the  24th,  when  I  immediately  laid  a 
pontoon  bridge  of  nineteen  boats,  making  a  bridge  315  feet  long.  Remained  at  this 
place  nntil  the  morning  of  the  26th,  when  1  took  up  the  bridge  and  started  for  Dan- 
ville with  Companies  C  and  E  and  their  pontoon  trains,  leaving  Captain  Manger  at 
the  Staunton  River  to  report  to  General  Itenham  on  his  arrival  at  that  place. 
Reached  Laurel  Hill,  sixteen  miles  from  Danville,  at  12  m.  of  the  27th,  when  I 
received  orders  from  Major-General  Wright  to  report  to  Major-General  Sheridan  at 
Abbyville,  on  the  Staunton  River.  While  en  route  for  Abbyville  and  when  near 
South  Boston  1  received  notice  from  General  Sheridan  that  he  had  already  crossed 
the  Staunton  River,  and  therefore  did  not  require  the  bridge.  During  the  same  day 
(April  28),  in  compliance  with  orders  of  General  Sheridan,  I  started  with  my  bridge 
trains  for  Moseley^s  Ferrv,  on  the  Staunton  River,  with  instructions  to  lay  a  bridge 
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at  tliat  uliioe  for  the  cavalry  to  recross  the  river.  Had  this  bridge,  which  -was  com 
jiosed  of  twenty-three  boats,  making  a  bridge  350  feet  long,  laid  at  13  m.  of  the  29th, 
having  marched  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  that  day.  This  bridge  was  taken  np  by 
order  of  Brigadier-General  Benham  at  10  p.  m.  of  "the  30th,  and  moved  during  the 
night  to  Koauoke  Station,  where  it  was  relaid  across  the  Staunton  Kiver  near  the 
crossing  of  the  railroad  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  following  morning.  This  bridge  was  com- 
posed of  seventeen  boats  and  was  270  feet  long.  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains 
while  marching  from  Moseiey's  i  erry,  I  was  obliged  to  lay  a  pontoon  bridge  flfty  feet 
long  across  the  Little  Roanoke  River  at  Roanoke  Station  for  the  purpose  of  crossing 
the  trains. 

Remained  at  Roanoke  Station  until  the  morning  of  May  17,  under  orders  from 
Major-General  Wright,  when  the  pontoon  bridge  was  taken  up  and  moved  to  Clark's 
Ferry,  three  miles  above,  on  the  same  river,  where  a  bridge  was  laid  of  eighteen 
boats,  being  300  feet  long.  The  supply  trains  and  artillery  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
crossed  in  the  afternoon.  The  bridge  was  taken  up  the  following  morning.  May  18, 
and  moved  with  the  trains  of  the  Sixth  Corps  to  Manchester,  via  Bnrkeville  and 
Amelia  Court-House,  where  we  arrived  at  10  a.  m.  of  the  21st,  having  laid  a  jiontoon 
bridge  of  five  boats  at  Goode's  Bridge,  on  the  Appomattox  River.  Remained  in 
Manchester  until  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  when  I  moved  my  trains  to  the  crossing 
of  the  Chickahominy  River  by  the  Mechauicsville  pike,  leaving  Captain  Kenyon 
with  a  portion  of  his  company  in  charge  of  a  pontoon  bridge  which  had  been  laid 
the  previous  day  across  the  canal  at  the  foot  of  Eighteenth  street,  in  Richmond,  for 
the  purpose  of  crossing  the  trains  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 

During  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy  was  repaired, 
in  doing  which  four  temporary  bridges  were  constructed  over  water-courses  and  one 
trestle  bridge  sixty  feet  long  put  down.  Lieutenant  Cowan  with  twenty  men  was 
left  in  charge  of  this  crossing,  with  instructions  to  follow  the  jear  of  the  supply  trains. 
The  balance  of  tlie  trains  were  then  moved  to  the  Pamunkey  River,  via  Hanover 
Court-House,  where  we  arrived  at  4  p.  m.,  and  immediately  laid  down  a  bridge  of 
ten  boats,  Captain  Kenyon  and  Lieutenant  Cowan  coining  up  during  the  night. 
The  Sixth  Corps  began  crossing  at  noon.  Remained  at  this  place  until  the  morning 
of  the  26th,  when,  by  order  of  General  Wright,  I  left  Captain  Kenyon  and  a  portion 
of  his  company  in  charge  of  this  bridge,  with  orders  to  remain  until  the  arrival  of 
the  artillery  of  the  Sixtn  Corps,  then  at  City  Point,  and  to  march  with  them  until 
they  should  join  the  corps,  and  I  started  with  the  balance  of  the  trains  to  reach  the 
Sixth  Corps,  then  at  Chesterfield  Station.  '  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains  during 
the  day  the  trains  of  the  Sixth  Corps  had  a  great  deal  of  diiJiculty  in  moving.  I 
came  up  to  their  rear  at  night.  The  following  day  the  corps  did  not  move  in  con- 
8e<iuence  of  the  continued  rains.  My  trains  were  moved  to  the  advance  of  the  corps, 
and  moved  in  that  position  until  we  arrived  at  the  camp  of  the  Engineer  Brigade 
near  Fort  Berry  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  marching  by  way  of  Fredericksburg,  wnere 
we  stopped  one  day,  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Coakley's  Store,  three  miles  west  of  the 
crossing  of  the  telegraph  road,  thence  by  way  of  Stafford  Springs,  Wolf  Run  Shoals, 
and  Fairfax  Court-House.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  the  streams  were  very  high  and 
the  roads  in  a  bad  state,  requiring  a  large  amount  of  work  to  make  them  passable 
for  the  supply  trains  following  the  corps.  By  reason  of  having  the  advance  of  the 
corps  and  starting  from  one  to  two  hours  before  them  in  the  morning,  I  was  enabled 
to  prepare  the  roads  and  build  the  necessary  bridges  without  delaying  them. 

During  this  march  one  pontoon  bridge  sixty-five  feet  long  was  laid  across  the  Po 
River,  and  eight  corduroy  bridges  were  built  for  crossing  the  infantry  over  streams, 
including  once  across  the  Occoquan  at  Wolf  Run  Shoals. 

I  cannot,  without  injustice,  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the 
energy  and  efficiency  displayed  by  the  men  under  my  command  and  the  cheerful- 
ness with  which  they  uniformly  discharged  their  duties,  which  were  many  times  of 
a  very  unpleasant  and  fatiguing  nature.  I  desire  especially  to  mention  Company  C, 
which,  by  its  long  experience  in  handling  the  canvas  bridges  and  the  zeal  which 
it  uniformly  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  has  well  merited  the  honor  [to] 
which  I  believe  them  entitled — that  of  being  second  to  no  company  of  pontoniers  in 
the  service.  For  their  promptness  in  laying  the  bridge  at  Moseiey's  Ferry  I  received 
the  thanks  of  Major-General  Sheridan,  and  for  the  arduous  duties  of  repairin"  roads 
and  constrncting  bridges  on  the  march  from  Richmond  to  Washington,  perlbrmcd 
by  Companies  C  and  E,  I  received  the  thanks  of  Major-General  WrigLt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BROCKLIN, 

Captain,  Fifhelh  New  York  Vol.  Engineers,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Vols. 

Bvt.  Col.  Ika  Spaulding, 

Commanding  Fiftieth  Xew  York  Volunteei'  Engineers. 
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The  followiuy  tabular  statement  shows  the  number,  length,  and 
location  of  the  several  pontoon  bridges  built  by  myself,  and  by  officers 
and  men  under  my  orders,  from  the  28th  of  September,  1862,  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  near  Washington,  in  May,  1865: 


]iivor. 


Otticer  ill  cuumiaud 
ut'  trniii. 


■1862.  '  feet. 

Sept.    28  I  II      8U0 

Oct.      20  I  2  I  1, 500 

21  I  3           80 


Xov.     22  4 

Dec.      11  5  I 

U  I  6  I 

12  ,  T  ' 
1863.     I        ; 

Apr.     20  I  8 

20  9  ' 


"Woodeu 
...do.... 
...do.... 


Harpcr'H  Ferry 

Berlin 

...do 


I 


I 
May      C  i  10 

7  !  11 
Julv     —  I  12 

I  13 
,  U 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


11  i  17 
18  18 
18  i  19  i 

I         I 
18  ;  20  I 

IS  '  21  i 
8  '  22  1 

n  '  23 1 

'  2i  i 


26 


1864. 
Apr.     29 

May 


280 
440 


420 
400 


400 
800 


1,500 
80 


1,.W0 
18U 

180 
100 
lOO 


120 

180 

190 

180 

180 

170 
180 

140 

180 


-do....' 

.do....: 


.do. 
.do. 


Occoquan 

Fredericksburi 


Potoniac ;;  Captain  Spauldiu<;  . 

do I do 

Chesapeake    do 

and     Ohio 
Canal.  j 

Occoquan Ma.ior  Spauldinf;;. .. 

Kappahan-  ! do 

I      nock. 

do ' do '  Captains  McDonald 

I  I      and  McGrath. 

,do do j  Major Spaulding... 


...do....! 
...do  ....I 


U.  S.  Ford 
...do 


do. 
.do. 


.do. 

.do. 


L..do.... 

;...do 

do....! 


I 


.do. 


..do....! 
..do....i 


Fraukliu'.s  Cross- do  . 

ing.  ■  I 

do do I do 

llarper's  Ferry .  ■  I'otoniac 1  Lioutenant-Colonel 

I                                Spauhling. 
Berlin do do. 


...do  . 
...do. 

...do. 

...do.... 

...do... 

...do... 

...do... 
...do  ... 

...do... 

...do... 

...do... 


4 

30 

150 

4 

31 

190 

4 

32 

220 

4 

33 

220 

4 

34 

160 

7 

;i5 

190 

10 

36 

420 

...do... 
...do  ... 

...do... 

■  Canvas 

■..  do.... 

i  Woodeu 

I... do.... 

Canvas . 

"Wooden 
...do.... 
...do.... 


Canvas . 


.do Clieaainiiike 

and     Ohio 
Caiiul. 

.do rotoiunc 

Kelly's  Ford Kapp  a  li  a  u  - 

i      iiuck. 

Iteverlv  Ford  ... do 

BallH  Ford I  ]SnU  Euu  .  - . . 

MitchellaFord.' do 


Bl  a  c  k  b  ti  r  11  ^  B 

Ford. 
McLean's  Ford  . 
Kappahaiiuock 

Station. 
Norman's  Ford  . 


....do. 


....do 

Kappa  hail - 

Dock. 
...do 


I 


do . 


Rappalianuock 

Station.             | 
Calpeper    Ford  |  Ilapidau 

Gold  Mine.       I 

do do 

P.appahannock  ,  Uappabaii- 

Statiou.              ;      nock. 
Welford's  Ford.,  Hazel 


.do. 


...do 

Major  iloers 

...do 

Captain  Hiim 

Captain  McDonald 

Lieutenant  Boers  . 


Captain  Folweli... 
Captain  McDonald 


Lacj-  bouse. 

Lower  cross 

ing. 
Lacy  house. 


Part  French 
]>on  toons 
and  part 
Water  man 
boats. 


Captain  Hino  . 
...do 


.do. 


Captain  McDonald 
...do 


Kelly's  Ford. 


no 

44U 


160 


Ely's  Ford 

...'do 

Germanna  Ford. 
. .  .do 


Bappabaii- 
nocK. 

Iia])idau 

...do 

...do 

. .  .do 


Captain  Hino  ... 
j  Captain  Folwcll . 


I 


.do. 


CulpeperFord..' do 

Ely's  Ford i do 

lUppahaii- 


Frederickfibur^ 
(lower    cross 

ing). 


...do.... 
■ft'oodeu 


Canvas 


nock. 
To. 


'....do 

Fredericksburg  i  Kai)pabftu- 

(Lacy  house).  |      uock. 
Jericho  Mills  ...;  ^'orth  .Anna 


Miijor  Lrainerd  ... 
Captain  McDonald. 
Captain  Van  Brock- 

hi>. 
CaiMain Palmer  ... 
Captain  McDonald 
Major  Braircrd  ... 


Captain  Van  Brock - 
liu. 

...do 

Major  Boers  


Captain  Tan  Brock - 
lin. 


Above  rail- 
road bridge. 

Below  rail- 
road bridge. 
Do. 
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Date 


1804.      I 
May     24     41 
24      42 


& 

bO 

,= 

"o 

'A 

>^    ; 

Kind  of 
boat. 


Feet. 
100 
100 
100 


Locution. 


River. 


I 


Canvas  .    Railway  bridge  .   North  Annii . 

. .  .do do do 

...do !  Above   railway  ■ do 

I                   ;      l)ridce.               I 
80  I  Wooden     Qnarles'  Mills rtn 


( >t1ir.er  in  command 
of  train. 


Captain  Folwell 

do 

....do 


Renark<. 


26     45  IfiO 

26     46  .       100 


27     48 


27      49  164 

146 


28 

51 

28 

52 

28 

53 

Juno      1 

54 

:i 

55 

5 

56 

12 

57 

-do  . . 
do  .- 


. .  do  . . . 
Canvas 


..  do.... 
...do  .... 


Jericho  Mills do 

Below    railroad  do 

I      bridge. 

■  Almve  railroad  ^ do 

■  bridge.  ] 
Hanovertown  . . . i  Pamunkey... 


Ma,ior  Beers '  Besides    pon- 

;     toon,200-feet 
crib  bridge. 

....do 

Captain  McDonald. 


.do.. 


12  j  .„ 

13  59 
13  I  60 
13  '  61 

13  62 

14  '  63 


I 


1!)  . 

1'3 


Dec. 


9 

11  ; 

11   , 


64 
63 

6G 

07 

'  C8  I 
69 
70  I 


1865. 
Mar.    29 


140  ; 

180  1 
180 

188 

100 

l.iO 
100 

60 
60 
40 
60 
40 
1,240 


100 
60 

40  ■ 
152 

56 
152 
152 


"Wooden 
...do....: 


...do 

Mrs.  Nelson's. 


...do 

Hanovertown  . 

Dunkirk 

...do 


.do. 
.do. 


I 


...do  . 


...do.... 
Wooden 

...do.... 
Canvas . 
...do.... 

WoiHlOU 

...do  .... 
Wooden 

and 

can  vas. 

...do  .... 

...do  ....• 


.  do  . . 
.  .do  . . 


do 

Pamunkey  .. 
Mattapony  . 
...do 


New    Castle 
*"erry. 

....do , 

Long  Bridge — 


...do 

Jones'  Bridge  . . ; do 

do j do... 

do j do  ... 

do [ do  ... 

Coles'  Terry ' do  ... 


Pamunkey . 


...do 

C  h  ickahom. 
inv. 
do 


Dunkirk Mattapony  . 

J  ones'Bridge  . . . '  C  h  ickahom. 

i      iny- 
do do 

Preenian'sFord.i  Nottoway  .. 


.  .do  ....  Near  Hickaford.j  Three  Creek 
..do  ....  Freeman's  Ford,  i  Nottoway  .. 
-  .do d<i ' do 


Apr. 


20 
8  . 
12 
22 
24 


29  , 
30 


30 
8 


20 
21 
■24 


71  ' 
I 

72  I 

73  ' 

74  ! 

75  I 

76  , 


90 

00 

100 

315 

270 
■(50 


. .  .do  . 

. .  do  . 
Canvii 
...do  . 
...do  . 
..'.do  . 

...do. 
...do. 


"W.    Perkins' 

house. 
Quaker  road  . . 

Farmville 

-...do 

Gcnito  Bridge 
("lark's  Ferr,\  . .. 

Roanoke  Station 
Moseley's  Ferry 

Roanoke  Station 


270 
4U0 


100 
90 
180 


..do  . 
..do  . 

.  do  . 

..do. 

..do 

..do 


Cantain  Van  Brock. 

lin.  j 

Captain  Folwell 

. .  .do Or  Mrs.  Hnnd- 

I      leys. 

Ma.jor  Beers > 

Captain  McDonald. , 
Captain  Persouius  . ' 
Captain  "Van  Brock-  [ 

lin. 
...do 


Captain  Folwell 

Ma,)or  Ford Main  channel. 

— do '  South  branch. 

Captain  Folwell I  Main  channel. 

—  do South  branch. 

Captain  Palmer |  Main  channel. 

— do South  branch. 

Lieutcnant.Colonel 
Spaulding.  I 

Captain  Folwell 

— do Main  channel. 


.do 


Franklin's  Cross 

ing. 
Clark's  Ferry  . . 

Goodc's  Bridge  . 

Richmond,  "Va  . . 

Littlepage's 

Bridge. 
Near    Guiney's 

Station.. 


...do. 

Brevet  Ma.|or  "Van 
Brocklin. 

...do 

do 
Ma,ior  Folwell. 


H  a  t  c  h  e  r's  Brevet  Ma,)or  "Van 
Run.  I      Brocklin. 

Gravelly  Run, do, 

Appomatto.\  .' do 

...do" I do 

...do !  MaijorFidwell 

Stauuton Bnivet  Major  "Van 

Hroeklin. 

...do ■  Ma.i()r  Folwell 

— do ,  Brevet  Ma^ior  Van 

I      Brocklin. 

LittleRoa.  I do 

noke.  I 

Staunton do 

Kapiiahai..  .  Major  McDonald., 
nock .  I 

Staunton \  Brevet  Ma.jor  Tan 

1       Brorklin. 

Appomattox do 

Canal ; do 

Pamunkey  ..' do 


South  branch. 


.do. 


Total  number  of  bridges ^ 

Total  length  of  bridges '.'. .'.'.'.'.' 'fl^t.      21,248 

Equal  to miles..       4.022 
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The  above  includes  pontoon  bridges  built  by  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  durinjr  the  time  stated,  but  does  not  include  the  large 
number  of  trestle,  timber,  and  corduroy  built  by  my  own  men,  nor  the 
pontoon,  trestle,  timber,  and  corduroy  bridges  built  during  the  same 
time  by  other  portions  of  the  Engineer  Brigade  or  by  the  regular 
engineer  battalion.  In  addition  to  the  six  pontoon  trains  in  my  charge, 
I  also  had  charge  of  two  siege  trains  of  twenty-two  wagons  each  during 
the  early  part  of  the  siege  operations  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  of 
one  siege  train  of  twenty-two  wagons  during  the  latter  part  of  these 
operations.  All  engineer  and  siege  material  used  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg was  drawn  on  my  order,  ai>proved  by  the  chief  engineer.  I 
have  not  as  yet  received  the  final  reports  of  the  exi)enditure  of  siege 
material  during  the  latter  part  of  March,  but  the  following  summary  of 
expenditure  will  vary  but  little,  if  any,  from  the  actual  result : 

Statement  of  tlie  total  expenditure  of  engineer  and  siege  material  in  front  of  Peteraiarg, 
from  the  14th  of  July,  1864,  to  the  39th  of  March,  1865. 


Sand-bags 48,872 

Axes 8,053 

Picks 2, 092 

Shovels 8, 028 


Hatchets 

Mining  picks 

Wheelbarrows 

Crosscut  saws 

Spin  yam bales.. 

Strap  hinges - 

Hasps 

Staples 

Spikes kegs.. 

Nails <1<) 


349 
28 

120 

9 

24 

130 
50 
56 
40 
39 


Hand  saws 26 

Drawing  knives 4 

Gabion  knives 400 

Grindstones 4 

Files,  flat 52 

Files,  taper 124 

Wire coils..  289 

Cable do 1 

Screws dozen . .  48 

Padlocks 67 

Tracing  tape rolls . .  86 

Timber IVet.B.M..  16,150 

Plank do....  18,962 

Boards do...  22,134 


In  this  my  final  report  of  engineering  operations  a  few  general 
remarks  in  relation  to  these  operations  may  not  be  out  of  place.  The 
advance-guard  train  and  the  French  pontoon  trains  taken  to  the  Penin- 
sula in  1862  were,  as  you  are  doubtless  aware,  very  deficient  in  trans- 
portation, depending  upon  movement  from  place  to  place  upon 
temporary  loans  of  teams  from  the  quartermaster's  department,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  during  the  Seven  Days'  Battles,  nine-tenths 
of  all  the  bridge  material  with  the  array  at  the  commencement  of  these 
battles  was  necessarily  either  destroyed  or  abandoned  to  the  enemy. 
The  same  evil,  but  to  a  less  extent,  prevailed  in  the  organization  of  the 
bridge  trains  operating  on  the  Rappahannock  in  1863,  and,  though  I 
made  repeated  protests  against  this  system,  the  evil  was  but  partially 
remedied.  The  trains  sent  into  the  field,  both  wagons  and  bridge 
material,  were  in  many  cases  unfit  for  service,  and  often  required  nearly 
as  much  work  in  the  field  as  had  been  done  in  the  shops  to  fit  them 
for  efficient  service.  It  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1864  that  the  bridgie 
trains  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  properly  fitted  up  for  active 
field  operatioJis.  By  the  addition  of  the  light  canvas  trains,  as 
designed  by  yourself,  and  by  your  assistance  and  cordial  co-operation 
with  me  in  my  eft'orts  to  fit  up  and  organize  those  trains,  tUey  were  at 
last  organized  in  a  manner  to  render  the  most  efficient  service.  Wiien 
these  trains  crossed  the  Eapidan  in  the  spring  of  1864  it  is  believed 
that  they  were  more  perfectly  arranged  than  any  bridge  trains  before 
organized  in  America;  and  for  the  truth  of  this  statement  and  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  troops  having  tnem  in  charge,  no  better  evidence  can 
be  given  than  a  statement  of  the  facts — that  from  the  crossing  of  the 
Bapidau  in  the  spring  of  1864  to  the  close  of  the  war  no  bridge  mate- 
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rial  was  ever  lost,  destroyed,  or  abandoned  to  the  enemy ;  nor,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  were  any  troops  ever  kept  waiting  for  the  construction 
of  these  bridges.  The  actual  construction  of  the  bridges  is  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  labor  required  for  the  proper  care  and  efficiency  of 
pontoon  trains.  The  truth  is,  the  necessity  for  labor  upon  them  never 
ceases,  from  the  time  they  are  first  put  in  the  field  until  the  final  close 
of  operations  requiring  their  use.  Many  and  very  great  improvements 
have  been  made  on  pontoon  bridge  trains  during  the  progress  of  the 
war;  not  only  in  the  character  of  the  boats  and  arrangement  and  con- 
struction of  the  bridges,  but  also  in  the  character  of  the  wagons,  the 
arrangement  of  the  loads,  manner  of  loading  and  unloading,  &c.  It 
would  seem  to  be  very  desirable  that  all  these  improvements  should 
be  collated  and  a  record  made  of  them  for  future  reference.  The 
organization  and  outfit  of  engineer  troops,  as  sent  into  the  field  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  (the  volunteers,  at  least),  were  very  defective, 
and  I  was  led  to  devote  some  thought  and  study  to  the  proper  manner 
of  remedying  these  defects  in  my  own  department.  As  the  result  of 
these  investigations  and  of  experience  my  troops  during  the  last  year 
of  the  war  were  furnished  with  such  an  outfit  as  to  render  each  com- 
pany a  unit.  Each  company  was  furnished  with  a  company  wagon,  a 
commissary  wagon,  a  forage  wagon,  a  tool  wagon,  and  a  carpenters' 
tool-chest.  By  this  means  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  regiment 
was  prepared  to  move  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  with  fifteen 
days'  supplies  and  a  complete  outfit  for  the  performance  of  all  kind  of 
engineer  duty.  That  the  troops  thus  organized  were  at  all  times 
admirably  prepared  for  prompt  and  efficient  service,  my  daily  and 
weekly  reports  of  engineering  oiierations  and  your  own  knowledge  of 
their  labors  furnish  abundant  evidence,  and  the  works  in  front  of 
Petersburg  are  monuments  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  the  officers  and 
men  engaged  in  their  construction. 

For  your  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy,  both  to  myself  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  while  serving  under  your  orders, 
I  beg  to  tender  yon  my  most  sincere  thanks. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  SPAULDING, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Duane, 

Chief  HHf/ineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  14. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  FranMin  Earwood,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Bat- 
talion U.  IS.  Engineers. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Engineer  Troops, 

Near  Burheville,  Va.,  April  19,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  paragraph  9,  Special  Orders,  No.  94, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  the  29th  of 
March  to  the  9th  of  April  the  Battalion  of  U.  S.  Engineer  Troops  have 
been  employed  as  follows : 

On  the  29th  of  March  broke  camp  near  Petersburg  and  marched  to 
Gravelly  Eun. 

On  the  30th,  31st,  and  1st  of  April  was  employed  corduroying  roads 
between  the  Vaughan  and  Quaker  roads.  From  the  2d  to  the  9th  of  April 
marched  with  and  repaired  the  roads  for  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac  train. 
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Diiiiug  the  operations  from  the  29tli  of  March  to  the  Dth  of  April  uo 
casualties  have  occurred,  and  no  guns  nor  colors  ha^-e  been  captured 
by  this  command. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  HARWOOD, 
Cajit.  of  Engineers  and  Brt.  Ma}.,  U.  S.  Army,  Comihj.  Battln. 
Oapt.  Channing  Clapp, 

As.it.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Unfflneer  Brigade,  Army  of  tlie  Potomac. 


U.  S.  Engineer  Battalion, 
Gamp  near  Burle's  Station,  Va.,  April  30,  1S05. 

Colonel,  :  In  compliance  vith  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  my  service  with  the  different  corjis  of  the 
army  during  the  campaign  commencing  the  29th  of  March: 

On  the  30th  I  was  directed  by  yon  to  ascertain  and  report  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Fifth  Corps  after  their  repulse  by  the  enemy  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  found  them  reformed  in  rear  of  a  small  tributary  of  Hatcher's 
Run,  covering  the  Boydton  ]»lank  road,  with  their  left  flank  thrown  to 
the  rear  and  resting  on  the  breast-work  of  the  preceding  night,  their 
right  in  advance  of  the  Second  Corps  line,  but  protected  by  the  thick 
abatis  in  front  of  the  line.  Again,  when  the  corjjs  advanced  in  the 
afterno(m  I  was  sent  to  ascertain  and  report  their  position.  1  found 
them  massed  near  the  White  Oak  road  and  preparing  to  occupy  it  as 
soon  as  a  reconnaissance  through  the  dense  timber  should  develop  the 
position  of  the  corps.  When  1  left  theui  regiments  were  being  thrown 
out  on  the  right  flank  in  echelon,  and  General  Warren  was  endeavoring 
to  find  and  make  a  connection  Avith  the  Second  Corps. 

On  the  2d  of  April  I  was  sent  to  communicate  with  the  Cavalry 
Corps,  to  find  where  General  Sheridan  needed  pontoons.  I  found  him 
at  Ford's  Station,  on  the  South  Side  Railroad,  and  about  to  march  on 
Sutherland's  Station,  on  the  same  road,  where  he  desired  the  bridge 
train  to  be  sent. 

On  the  Gth  of  April,  while  with  headquarters  near  Jetersville,  I  was 
ordered  to  report  for  temporary  duty  with  the  Sixth  Corps.  Between 
(J  and  7  a.  m.  the  corps  took  up  the  line  of  march  across  the  country  in 
a  northeasterly  diiection  toward  Amelia  Court-House,  at  which  point 
the  enemy  wore  reported  as  making  a  stand.  1  was  employed  in  look- 
ing for  roads,  and  while  so  doing  the  order  was  countermanded.  The 
corps  retraced  its  steps  in  order,  if  possible,  to  cut  ofi'  the  enemy,  now 
reported  to  be  retreating  by  way  of  Deatonsville.  I  was  sent  to  assist 
Colonel  Michler  in  finding  the  best  road  to  Pride's  Church,  by  march- 
ing on  which  the  corps  would  cut  the  enemy's  line  of  retreat  to  the 
west  of  Deatonsville,  on  which  the  Second  Corps  was  already  march- 
ing. The  road  was  found  in  time  to  imt  the  corps  upon  it  as  soon  as  it 
came  up,  and  the  leading  division,  the  Third,  was  pushed  to  the  utmost 
to  get  up  in  time  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat.  Shortly  after  crossing 
Flat  Creek  the  Second  Corps  was  heard  engaged  near  Deatonsville 
and  the  cavalry  near  P.ride's  Church.  At  the  time  that  the  Third 
Division,  Sixth  Corps,  reached  the  position  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  on 
the  road  from  Deatonsville  to  Burke's  Station,  the  cavalry  was  held  in 
check  by  the  infantry  guard  of  the  enemy's  train,  which  was  moving 
off  on  a  parallel  road,  or  neiarly  so,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant. 
At  the  same  time  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  was  intercepting  their  retreat 
on  the  road  on  which  they  were  moving  at  a  ]ioint  nearer  the  South 
Side  Railroad.    I  reconnoitered  the  enemy's  position,  which  was  a  good 
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one,  the  road  being  on  a  ridge.  As  soon  as  tlie  Third  Division,  Sixth 
Corps,  could  be  formed  on  the  ground  1  selected  it  charged  in  concert 
with  the  cavalry  on  its  right  and,  with  little  or  no  opposition,  carried 
the  road,  capturing  a  few  wagons.  The  pursuit  was  immediately  con- 
tinued on  the  road  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  but  was  soon  checked 
by  the  enemy's  making  a  stand  on  the  east  side  of  Little  Sailor's  Creek. 
After  a  brisk  skirmish  they  retreated  across  the  creek  and  took  up  a 
position  on  the  opposite  bank.  Here  the  Sixth  Corps  had  the  advan- 
tage of  position,  being  on  the  higher  ground.  Their  line  (the  enemy's) 
extended  in  a  semicircular  form,  tlie  convexity  toward  us,  encsircling 
the  hillside  upon  which  they  had  taken  position,  which  was  densely 
timbered,  except  one  open  space  of  about  100  yards  width,  across  which 
their  line  was  plainly  visible,  lying  down.  From  our  commanding  posi- 
tion three  or  four  batteries  were  brought  to  bear  on  this  exposed  posi- 
tion of  their  line,  which  was  cut  up  terribly  by  our  plunging  lire  of 
shell  and  case-shot.  The  leading  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was 
formed  for  the  charge  at  the  border  of  the  creek,  crossed  it  in  gallant 
style,  but  just  as  they  rose  over  the  crest  of  a  little  hill  were  attacked 
in  the  center  by  the  force  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  their  Kaval  Bri- 
gade, which  had  been  lying  down  in  the  open  field.  A  regiment  broke, 
and  the  center  was  thrown  into  temporary  confusion,  but  soon  rallied, 
the  attacking  party  of  the  enemy  falling  back  to  their  original  position. 
After  a  little  more  fighting,  not  very  severe,  the  enemy's  force,  under 
the  command  of  General  Ewell,  being  cut  off  by  our  cavalry  force  in 
the  rear  and  confronted  by  the  Sixth  and  Second  Corps,  surrendered. 
The  Sixth  Corps  headquarters  were  established  for  the  night  at  the 
crossing  of  the  road  to  Burke's  Station  with  the  road  to  Eice's  Station, 
being  at  a  point  about  five  miles  from  the  latter.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that  the  pursuit  during  the  day  was  greatly  facilitated  by  the  state  of 
the  roads,  which  were,  as  a  general  rule,  in  excellent  condition;  this 
I  attribute  to  the  rolling  nature  of  the  country,  which  was  well  drained 
by  abrupt  ravines,  the  roads  being  generally  on  the  ridges. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  was  sent  forward  to 
show  the  leading  division  the  road  to  Farmville.  The  morning's  march 
was  greatly  retarded  by  the  trains  of  the  other  corps  and  the  bad  cross- 
ing at  Sandy  River.  The  Sixth  Corps  arrived  at  Farmville  about  11 
a.  m.,  and  was  posted  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  town.  I  went  down  to 
the  Appomattox  and  found  the  enemy  had  burned  the  railroad  bridge 
as  well  as  the  plank  road  one,  but  the  cavalry  and  light  artillery  were 
crossing  by  a  good,  or  rather  tolerable,  ford  a  few  hundred  yards  above 
the  plank  road.  Soon  after  the  cavalry  and  Second  Corps  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and,  it  appear- 
ing that  the  services  of  the  Sixth  Corps  would  be  likely  to  be  needed, 
1  sent  back  to  you  for  a  bridge  train.  In  the  meanwhile  the  corps 
headquarters  were  moved  into  the  town;  and  being  informed  that  the 
bridge  train  of  the  Army  of  the  James  was  near  at  hand,  I  so  informed 
General  Wright,  who  so  reported  to  General  Grant,  who  directed  it  to 
bie  brought  to  the  front.  In  the  meanwhile  Colonel  Mundee,  a  pioneer 
officer  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  reported  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  wreck  of  the 
plank-road  bridge  could  soon  be  put  in  passable  condition  for  infantry. 
The  work  was  commenced  by  the  pioneers,  and  about  sunset  the  infantry 
began  crossing  at  that  point,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  the  whole 
corps  was  camped  on  the  other  side.  The  bridge  train  of  the  Army  of 
the  James,  being  in  rear  of  the  wagon  trains,  did  not  arrive  until  a 
late  hour,  but  the  bridge  was  thrown  in  sufficient  time  to  admit  of  the 
march  being  again  taken  up  in  the  morning. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  condacted  the  leading  division  to  the 
coal  mine  at  the  intersection  of  the  Lynchburg  road  with  the  Maysville 
or  Buckingham  Court-House  plank  road.  There  the  troops  halted  and 
were  rationed.  The  march  was  soon  resumed  on  the  plank  road  to  a 
point  eight  miles  from  Farmville,  where  the  road  forked — one  branch 
leading  northeasterly  to  Cumberland  Court-House,  the  other  westerly, 
via  Curdsville,  to  Buckingham  Court-Hoiise.  I  directed  the  troops  on 
the  road  to  Curdsville,  and  about  one  mile  outside  the  village  lefo  the 
plank  road,  which  turned  abruptly  northward  to  Buckingham  Court- 
House,  and  continued  our  westerly  course  to  the  2few  Store,  where  the 
mud  road  on  which  we  had  been  traveling  came  into  the  Lynchburg 
road.  The  Sixth  Corps  headquarters  for  the  night  were  established 
near  the  New  Store.  The  line  of  march  during  the  day  was  over  a 
distance  of  seventeen  and  a  half  miles;  good  road,  excepting  the  last 
four  miles.  A  few  insignificant  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy  were 
repaired  by  the  pioneers  without  interrupting  the  march  of  the  troops. 

On  the  t)th  the  corps  followed  the  Second  Corps,  on  the  Lynchburg 
road,  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles ;  and  in  the  afternoon,  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  having  surrendered,  I  was  by  your  order  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  since  that  time  have  not  been 
placed  on  duty  with  any  of  the  corps  of  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient 
servant, 

F.  HAKWOOl), 
Captain  of  Engineers,  Brevet  Major,   IT.  8.  Army. 

Bvt.  Col.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Chief  Ungineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  1"). 

Keport  of  Bvt.  Muj.  William  H.  Paine,  Aidede-Camp. 

Headquaktebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Engineer  Department, 

April  lo,  1805. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  duties 
assigned  me  during  the  late  movements  of  the  army  from  March  29 
to  April  9, 1865,  inclusive : 

On  March  29,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you,  I 
examined  the  several  roads  leading  from  the  Vauglian  road  to  the 
Monk's  Neck  road,  west  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  and  found  them  practicable 
lor  making  such  connection  as  may  be  necessary  between  tlie  Second 
and  Fifth  Corps,  with  the  exception  of  the  crossings  of  Gravelly  Eun, 
which  required  that  short  bridges  be  made,  as  the  banks  were  too  high 
to  make  an  easy  ford;  stream  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide,  two  feet 
deep.  Later  in  the  day  1  made  a  reconnaissance  to  tlic  front  of  the 
Second  Cor])S,  and  prepared  a  sketch  showing  the  roads  leading  from 
the  Vaughan  road  to  their  position,  also  of  the  roads  previously  men- 
tioned, all  of  which  were  placed  upon  the  maps  during  the  next  day, 
which  was  very  rainy.  Headquarters  removed  on  the  29th  from  old 
camp  on  Aiken's  farm  to  a  point  south  of  the  Vaughan  road  and  east  of 
Gravelly  Eun,  where  it  remained  the  30th  and  31st.  On  March  31 
the  rain  ceased  before  noon.    Made  a  reconnaissance  and  sketch  of  the 
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intrenched  position  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps  this  moru^iiej^^*  ' 
running  from  where  the  Dabney's  Mill  road  intersects  the  «oydton 
plank  road  southwesterly.  Later  made  a  reconnaissance  ot  the  roaas 
running  westerly  from  the  Boydton  plank  road,  in  rear  ot  the  i?  iicu 
and  Second  Corps,  and,  before  night,  of  the  advanced  position  taKen 
by  those  corps,  of  all  of  which  sketches  were  made  and  maps  correctea 
to  correspond  thereto.  „  ,     m        ^    e  ,-+v. 

On  Saturday,  April  1,  made  a  survey  of  the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Corps  and  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps,  with  rude  triaiigulations  to 
works  of  the  enemy  on  Hatcher's  Run,  of  which  a  sketch  and  an  estimate 
of  distances  was  made.    Headquarters  camp  was  established  one-haJt 
mile  southeasterly  from  Dabney's  Mill.    On  Sunday,  April  2, 1  yas  Y«h 
the  advance  of  the  Second  Corps  when  it  arrived  at  where  the  bixth 
Corps  extended  across  the  Cox  road  west  of  Old  Town  Run.    Returned 
to  headquarters  and  reported  the  fact,  also  the  position  ot  the  bixth 
Corps  left  where  it  rested  on  the  Appomattox.    In  the  evening  g^iided 
a  pontoon  train  across  the  Cox  road.    Headquarters  were  established 
near  Mr.  Tapley's  house,  about  three  miles  from  Petersburg,  on  the 
Boydton  plank  road.    On  Monday,  April  3,  accompanied  the  general 
and  staff  to  the  line  of  works  on  Cemetery  Hill,  passing  through 
Petersburg,  and  afterward  by  way  of  the  River  road  to  near  Suther- 
land's Station,  where  headquarters  were  established  tor  the  night.    On 
Tuesday,  the  4th,  headquarters  removed  to  Mr.  Jones'  place,  on  the 
Namozine  road,  east  of  Deep  Creek.    Was  engaged  much  of  the  time  in 
obtaining  information  relative  to  roads  by  which  connections  could  be 
made  between  the  several  routes  taken  by  the  different  troops  and  of 
our  own  route  in  advance.    Wednesday,  April  5,  found  the  advance  of 
the  Second  Corps  halted  by  reason  of  the  passing  of  cavalry.    Riding 
on  i;i  advance,  found  the  best  route  already  marked  by  the  passing  of 
the  Fifth  Corps.    At  Jetersville  made  a  reconnaissance,  first  south- 
westerly and  afterward  easterly,  where  I  was  directed  to  guide  the 
Sixth  Corps  into  position  to  the  right  of  the  Second  and  Fifth,  which 
I  did  when  they  came  up  about  dark.    On  Tliursday,  the  6th,  when  we 
had  arrived  at  Hill's  Shop,  I  was  directed  by  Major-General  Meade  to 
carry  a  verbal  order  to  Major-General  Griffin,  commanding  the  Fifth 
Corps,  to  proceed  northerly  as  far  as  Burton's  Bridge,  and  then  proceed 
westerly  on  roads  which  he  indicated  on  the  map.    I  delivered  the 
order,  when  Major-General  Griftiu  desired  nie  to  remain  to  designate 
the  route  and  guide  the  advance,  which  I  did,  i)assing  Burton's  Bridge 
site  by  a  ford  about  fifty  feet  Avide  and  two  feet  deep.    We  passed 
through  Paineville  and  Rodophil  and  near  Sheppard's  Mill,  and  arrived 
after  dark  and  took  position  on  the  riglit  of  the  Second  Corps,  not  far 
from  Sailor's  Creek.    I  returned  and  found  headquarters  and  reported 
position  of  the  corps.    Headquarters  had,  durin  g  the  day,  been  removed 
from  near  Mr.  Haskins',  about  two  miles  southeast  of  Jetersville;  so 
Friday,  2d,  made  reconnaissance  of  inquiries  relating  to  roads  in  the 
vicinity  of  High  Bridge  and  Farmville.    Headquarters  were  at  Rice's 
Station  this  night.    Saturday,  the  8tli,  continued  reconnaissances  and 
inquiries  toward  Appomattox  Court-House  and  toward  the  various 
crossings  of  the  A])pomattox  River.    Headquarters  were  this  night 
about  eighteen  miles  east  of  Appomattox  Court-House,  at  Clifton. 
Sunday,  9th,  made  reconnaissances  to  the  left  of  the  stage  road,  as  well 
as  along  the  same.    Arrived  at  the  skirmish  line  of  tlie  Second  Corps 
as  a  flag  of  truce  came  through.    Soon  after,  seeing  that  the  enemy's 
skirmish  line  had  retired,  I  Avent  forward  and  sketched  the  position  of 
the  enemy,  pacing  the  distance  to  and  locating  a  portion  of  tbeir 
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intrenched  line,  as  then  occupied.    The  surrender  occurred  shortly- 
after.    Headquarters  were  about  four  miles  east  of  Appomattox  Court- 
House  this  night. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  PAINE, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Brevet  Major  of  Volunteers. 
Bvt.  Col.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Major  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Capt.  Charles  W.  Howell,  IT.  A  Gori>s  of  Engineers. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  roToMAC, 

Battalion  U.  S.  Engineers, 

April  19, 1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  1  reported  for  duty  on  the  29th  of  March  to  Major-General 
Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps,  whom  I  found  on  the  Vaughan 
road,  near  Gravelly  Eun  crossing,  engaged  in  forming  his  line 
nearly  parallel  to  the  road,  preparatory  to  an  advance.  I  was  imme- 
diately sent  around  his  left  flank  with  a  small  cavalry  escort  and 
orders  to  push  through  the  country,  np  the  left  bank  of  Gravelly  liun 
to  the  Quaker  road,  and  then  to  Gravelly  Eun  Meeting- House,  if  possi- 
ble, to  determine  and  report  the  nature  of  the  countrj-,  the  character, 
strength,  and  position  of  the  enemy's  force  on  that  road.  We  succeeded 
in  reaching  a  point  three-fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  church,  when  wc 
met  a  superior  force  and  returned  with  but  slight  loss.  The  lelt  wing 
of  the  corps  was  then  swung  around  nearly  parallel  to  Gravelly  Eun, 
with  left  near  the  church,  and  intrenched.  It  was  then  moved  forward 
to  connect  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  but,  owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of 
the  country,  the  dense  underbrush,  and  frequent  slashings,  the  connec- 
tion was  not  secured  until  next  morning.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the 
right  advanced,  and  I  was  ordered  to  General  Hays,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Division,  to  assist  him  in  establishing  his  line.  At  dusk  the  Sec- 
ond Corps  line  was  as  follows:  Second  Division  ou  the  right,  its  right 
flank  near  Armstrong's  Mill,  with  a  strong  skirmish-line  extending 
down  to  Hatcher's  Eun,  thence  to  Dabney's  Mill,  occupying  an  old 
intrenched  line  of  the  enemy's  for  about  400  yards  to  the  left;  Third 
Division,  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  Second,  held  the  center,  running 
through  low  swampy  ground,  thickly  timbered;  First  Division,  on  left 
of  Third  Division,  and  extending  nearly  to  Quaker  road,  with  less 
diiticult  ground  to  move  over.  On  the  30th  I  was  again  sent  to  the 
Second  Corps,  but  was  soon  after  ordered  to  find  roads  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  different  divisions  of  the  corps  and  to  put  them  in 
good  condition.  I  found  the  roads,  but,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains 
in  the  morning,  found  it  impossible  to  get  them  more  than  barely 
passable  by  corduroying  the  worst  places.  During  the  day  the 
right  advanced  to  the  J.  Crow  house,  and  the  left  formed  connection 
with  the  Fifth  Corps  on  the  Quaker  road,  near  its  junction  with  the 
Boydton  plank  road.  On  the  31st  I  was  engaged  corduroying  a  por- 
tion of  the  Vaughan  road,  from  Gravelly  Eun  about  one  mile  to  the 
right,  with  a  detail  of  1,100  men  from  Second  Corps,  with  orders  to 
make  a  double  track  and  corduroy  the  whole  distance.  At  night  I  h£»d 
(>pc  tra^'k  nearly  completed. 
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On  the  1st  of  April  I  turned  over  the  corduroy  to  an  officer  of  the 
Fiftieth  New  York,  and  early  in  the  morning  examined  the  Second 
Corps  line,  which  I  found  as  follows:  Eight  at  J.  Crow's  house,  and 
running  from  thence  to  the  junction  of  Quaker  and  Boydton  roads, 
with  the  Third  Division  across  Quaker  road  and  First  Division  on  its 
left,  thrown  back  and  liolding  a  strong  position,  with  most  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  artillery  on  the  line.  At  this  time  I  was  recalled  and  ordered 
to  find  a  road  from  Humphreys'  Station  crossing  Hatcher's  liuu  near 
Armstrong's  Mill  and  running  in  rear  of  Second  Corps,  to  corduroy  and 
open  it  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  foiyid  the  road,  and  ordered  800  men 
from  the  Yaughan  road  to  commence  work  on  it  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  2d,  but,  owing  to  the  movement  of  the  2d,  these  orders  were  coun- 
termanded and  the  details  sent  to  their  commands.  In  the  afternoon  I 
reconnoitered  a  salient  work  of  the  enemy  on  Hatcher's  Run,  and 
reported  to  General  Hays  that  it  could  be  carried  by  assault.  On  the 
morning  of  tlie  2d  I  was  sent  to  the  Sixth  Corps  to  collect  information 
for  chief  engineer;  after  performing  this  I  remained  with  headquarters 
during  the  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  I  was  sent,  accompanied 
by  Lieutenant  Lydecker,  to  examine  the  crossings  of  the  Appomattox 
at  Petersburg.    I  was  afterward  sent  from  Sutherland's  Station  with 

orders  to  follow  the  Second  Corps  across  the  Appomattox  at 

Mill  and  to  examine  the  country  from  that  to  Bevill's  Bridge.  I  found 
that  the  corps  had  not  crossed  at  the  place  indicated,  and  followed  it  on 
another  road,  overtaking  it  at  10  p.  m.  beyond  Namozine  Church,  on  the 
Namozine  road.  I  found  the  roads,  after  the  passage  of  artillery  and  a 
few  heavy  wagons,  in  very  bad  condition,  the  country  hilly,  the  soil  a 
sandy  clay,  and  in  the  bottom  land  dispo.sed  to  quicksand.  The  road 
had  been  much  cut  up  by  the  passage  of  the  rebel  army  with  its  trains, 
and  our  movements  were,  in  consequence,  rendered  more  difficult  and 
laborious.  At  5  a.  m.  on  the  4th  I  started  on  my  return  to  headquar- 
ters, going  by  way  of  Ford's  Station,  thence  to  Sutherland's,  and  then 
across  the  country  to  Namozine  Church.  1  then  remained  with  head- 
quarters, which  moved  out  on  the  Namozine  road  to  the  crossing  of 
Deep  Creek.  The  country  passed  over  during  the  day  presented  a 
great  uniformity  in  its  general  features,  being  a.  continuous  succession 
of  small  hills,  bordered  by  narrow  shallow  ravines,  which  quickly  carried 
oft"  the  water  from  the  high  ground  and  caused  rapid  improvement  of 
the  roads  during  dry  weather.  This  feature  I  remarked  became  more 
prominent  as  we  moved  up  the  Appomattox,  the  hills  gradually  assum- 
ing a  more  imposing  altitude  and  the  ravines  often  presenting  consid- 
erable obstacle  to  movement  acnoss  the  fields.  The  country  moved 
over  was  comparatively  open  in  the  vicinity  of  the  main  roads,  and 
between  these  there  was  a  net  work  of  plantation  roads,  affording  to 
those  conversant  with  the  country  great  facilities  for  avoiding  the 
quagmires  in  the  main  roads  and  for  making  short  cuts.  The  country 
was  well  adapted  to  retard  pursuit,  both  from  the  nature  of  the  soil 
and  from  the  admirable  positions  everywhere  presented  for  a  stand  by 
the  enemy's  rear  guard. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  was  ordered  to  gain  information  about 
the  roads  to  Burke's  Station  and  Jennings'  Ordinary.  I  afterward 
accompanied  headquarters  to  Jetersville,  and  was  engaged  during  the 
afternoon  in  collecting  information  about  the  surrounding  country  and 
assisted  putting  the  troops  in  position  to  meet  an  expected  attack  '  On 
the  6th  I  was  ordered  to  the  Second  Corps,  and  accompanied  it  during 
the  day.  The  corps  moved  at  6  a.  m.,  in  three  columns,  toward  Amelia 
tourt-House,  but  striking  the  enemy  at  Amelia  Springs,  the  order  was 
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changed.  The  First  Division  engaged  and  pushed  the  enemy  back  from 
the  heights  beyond  the  Springs  and  toward  Deatonsville.  The  Third 
took  i)ositiou  on  the  left  and  the  Second  on  the  right.  The  enemy's  rear 
guard  held  a  strong  position,  with  slight  breast- works,  covering  the  vil- 
lage, but,  owing  to  our  numerical  superiority,  they  were  soon  driven  out 
and  retreated  on  the  road  to  Sailor's  Creek,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles, 
where  they  again  made  a  stand,  covering  the  cross-roads  at  that  point. 
Here  they  were  sharply  pressed  by  the  Second  Corps  while  the  Sixth 
Corps  and  cavalry  came  in  on  their  flank  and  compelled  a  precipitate 
retreat.  At  this  point  their  forcewas  divided,  a  portion  retreating  on  the 
road  to  the  Appomattox,  and  another  portion  toward  Eice's  Station,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Sixth  Corps.  The  Second  Corps  pursued  to  the  right,  break- 
ing connection  with  the  Sixth.  Half  a  mile  from  Sailor's  Creek  the  rear 
guard  was  found  intrenched,  covering  the  crossing.  This  line  was 
assaulted  and  carried,  the  enemy  retreating  across  the  creek  and  hold- 
ing the  crest  of  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side.  A  portion  of  the  corps 
was  pushed  across,  but,  owing  to  the  darkness,  the  pursuit  was  discon- 
tinued for  the  night.  The  stream  at  this  place  was  about  twenty  feet 
in  width  and  from  two  to  three  feet  in  depth,  impassable  for  artillery 
and  trains,  except  over  a  narrow,  rickety  bridge;  it  Avas  bordered  on 
either  side  by  a  soft  bottom  land  about  100  yards  in  width,  with  a  hilly, 
open  country  gradually  rising  beyond. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  pursuit  was  resumed,  the  Sec- 
ond Corps  moving  out  three  miles  on  the  road  toward  Rice's  Station,  and 
then  across  the  country  to  the  right,  striking  the  Appomattox  at  High 
Bridge  without  meeting  with  opposition.  The  road  bridge  at  this  point 
was  saved,  and  troops  immediately  crossed  to  the  opposite  side,  which, 
after  a  brisk  skirmish  in  the  bottom  land  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard, 
we  held,  the  enemy  not  attempting  to  hold  the  redoubts  near  the  end  ot 
the  railroad  bridge.  The  corps  was  then  rapidly  pushed  forward  up 
the  railroad  for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  From  this  point  the  Second 
Division  continued  along  the  railroad  toward  Farmville,  while  the  First 
and  Third  Divisions  moved  to  the  right  to  strike  the  stage  road  from 
Cumberland  CoTirt-House  about  five  miles  from  the  Appomattox.  At 
this  time  I  was  sent  by  General  Humphreys  to  communicate  with  Gen- 
eral Meade.  On  my  return  I  followed  the  Second  Division  and  found 
it  occupying  the  stage  and  plank  roads  opposite  Farmville.  The  enemy 
held  a  line  about  two  miles  from  the  river,  covering  both  of  these  roads, 
their  left  covering  the  road  from  Jamestown.  The  Second  was  shortly 
after  withdrawn  and  ordered  to  support  the  other  two  divisions,  which 
were  at  the  time  attempting  to  force  the  enemy's  left.  Our  assaults 
were  made  over  an  open  field,  with  the  enemy  intrenched,  and  were 
unsuccessful.  The  rebels  held  their  position  until  late  in  the  evening. 
On  the  8th  the  pursuit  was  continued  to  a  point  on  the  stage  road  to 
Appomattox  Court-House  six  miles  beyond  New  Store,  without  meeting 
opposition.  On  the  9th  the  advance,  about  12  m.,  reached  the  enemy's 
line  near  Appomattox  Conrt-House,  and  was  there  stopped  by  the 
negotiations  for  surrender. 

My  duties  during  the  pursuit  were  confined  to  getting  information  of 
the  country  and  occasionally  acting  as  an  aide-de-camp.  Although  the 
roads  were  in  very  bad  condition  the  rapidity  of  our  movements  pre- 
cluded all  attempts  to  make  more  than  temporary  repairs  of  the  worst 
places.  Without  an  enlarged  and  better  organized  corps  of  pioneers 
we  will  always  be  embarrassed  by  long  and  rapid  marches  in  a  country 
such  as  this.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  battalion  of  GOO  men, 
with  an  engineer  organization  for  each  division,  would  not  be  too  great, 
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the  three  battalions  of  a  corps  forming  a  regiment,  the  commanding 
officer  being  chief  pioneer  of  the  corps.  From  tbis  force  details  could  be 
made  for  the  columns  of  troops  and  wagon  trains ;  the  latter  would  be 
efficient  train  guards.  During  the  operations  around  Petersburg  I 
often  felt  the  need  of  such  an  organization  to  supply  the  place  of 
heavy,  untrained,  shiftless  infantry  details.  With  a  force  of  this  kind 
I  could  have  secured  expedition  and  uniformity  of  construction,  and 
could  have  kept  that  portion  of  the  line  under  my  charge  in  much  bet- 
ter repair.  Such  a  regiment  could  have  been  camped  at  some  central 
point,  and  in  case  of  necessity  would  have  answered  all  the  purposes  of 
a  reserve.  Infantry  details,  with  some  few  exceptions,  I  have  found 
slow,  .careless,  and,  worse  than  all,  stupidly  ignorant  of  what  was 
required  of  them,  both  in  throwing  up  fortifications  and  in  improving 
roads. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  HOWELL, 
First  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Brevet  Captain,  U.  S.  Army. 

Bvt.   Col.   J.   C.   DUANE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Phillips,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Engineer  Battalion, 

April  21,  1865. 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  1  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  service  upon  wliich  I  have  been  engaged  during  the  recent 
campaign. 

On  the  28th  of  March  last  I  was  directed  by  you  to  report  for  tem- 
porary duty  to  Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
On  the  2»th,  30th,  and  31st  ultimo  I  was  engaged  on  the  line  then 
held  by  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  (in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.),  repairing 
the  damages  done  to  a  portion  of  our  line  at  various  times  by  the 
enemy's  shell,  the  principal  injury  being  at  Fort  Haskell,  where  several 
embrasures  had  been  destroyed.  Changes  were  also  being  made  in  the 
gun  platforms  of  some  of  the  forts,  with  a  view  to  slight  changes  in  the 
armament,  as  at  Fort  Davis,  where  30-pounders  were  to  be  placed  in 
position. 

On  the  1  st  instant  I  also  (by  direction  of  General  Parke)  selected  at 
several  points  along  the  line-positions  for  trousde-loup,  which  obstruc- 
tions General  Parke  proposed  having  placed  in  our  line. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  (just  before  daylight)  an  attack  was 
ordered  upon  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Petersburg.  The  main 
point  of  attack  selected  was  Fort  Mahoue,  on  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Fort  Sedgwick,  on  our  own  line.  The  attack  was  conducted  with  great 
spirit  on  the  part  of  our  troops,  and  met  with  a  correspondingly  stub- 
born resistance  from  the  enemy  (considering  their  strength),  the  latter 
not  appearing  to  be  in  very  great  force  at  that  point.  The  work  was 
earned,  and  the  guns  which  were  taken  (and  which  were  uninjured  by 
the  enemy)  were  immediately  turned  on  the  enemy's  line,  being  supplied 
with  ammunition  carried  by  hand  from  Fort  Sedgwick.  These  guns 
although  not  rendering  the  line  untenable  to  any  great  extent  on 
either  side  of  Fort  Mahoiie  (on  account  of  the  arrangement  of  trav- 
erses on  the  line)  yet  proved  to  be  of  great  service  in  repelling  the 
assaults  of  the  enemy,  who  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  day  made 
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the  most  desperate  attempt  to  recover  their  lost  work.  Our  troops 
while  holding  Fort  Mahoiie  were  engaged  in  taking  possession  of  and 
turning  against  the  enemy  their  front  line  of  works,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  day  held  the  works  on  either  side  for  a  distance  of,  perhaps, 
half  a  mile.  The  complete  occupancy  of  the  line  was  prevented  in  a 
measure  by  detached  batteries  of  the  enemy,  which  were  in  position  at 
a  considerable  distance  to  the  rear  of  their  main  line  of  works,  but 
which  were  meanwhile  engaged  with  the  batteries  on  our  own  line. 
The  loss  of  the  Ninth  Corps  during  the  day  was  reported  to  be  160 
killed  and  700  to  800  wounded.  During  the  day  quite  large  fires  had 
repeatedly  broken  out  in  the  city,  giving  rise  to  the  surmise  that  pub- 
lic property  was  being  destroyed,  and  that  an  early  evacuation  of  the 
city  might  be  looked  for. 

During  the  night  of  the  2d  instant  the  enemy  evacuated  the  city  of 
Petersburg,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  a  portion  of  our  troops 
were  reported  as  occupying  the  city. 

On  the  3d  instant  1  was  on  duty  at  General  Parke's  headquarters, 
finding  roads  on  which  to  march  the  Ninth  Corps,  &c.  On  the  night  of 
the  3d  instant  headquarters  were  established  near  the  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Sutherland's  Station. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  report 
for  duty  at  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  since  that  date 
have  been  on  duty  with  neither  of  the  corps  of  the  army,  but  have  been 
on  duty  either  at  headquarters  of  the  army  or  in  charge  of  Battalion 
U.  S.  Engineers,  which  have  been  engaged  in  corduroying  in  front  of 
headquarters  trains. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  B.  PHILLIPS, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

Bvt.  Col.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  18. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Artillery  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Fort  Albany,  Va.,  June  1, 1865. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report  of  the  artil- 
lery operations  of  this  army  subsequent  to  March  25, 1865. 

The  artillery  .consisted  of  forty-two  field  batteries,  mostly  of  four 
guns  each,  and  a  siege  train,  as  follows : 

siege  artillery. 

Eleven  light  12-pounder  field  guns,  eight  12-pounder  field  howitzers, 
one  24-pounder  howitzer,  two  32-pounder  howitzers,  nine  20-pounder 
Parrotts  (rifle),  four  lO-pounder  Parrotts  (rifle),  four  3-inch  ordnance 
(rifle),  one  6-pounder  Sawyer  (rifle)— forty  guns  of  position,  twelve 
8-inch  siege  howitzers,  thirty-seven  siege  mortars  (one  13-inch  sea- 
coast,  six  lO-inch  sea-coast,  ten  10-inch  siege,  twenty  8  inch  siege), 
thirty-six  Coehorn  mortars,  ten  100-pounder  Parrotts  (rifle),  thirty-eight 
30-pounder  Parrotts  (siege),  fourteen  4^-inch  siege  rifles,  one  30-pounder 
rifle  (Brooke),  rebel— 188  pieces;  62  officers,  1,767  enlisted  men;  total, 

'  The  Siege  Artillery,  under  the  command  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry 
L.  Abbot,  consisted  of  40  guns  of  position,  75  siege  pieces  (10  of  which 


660 


N.  AND  8E.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.     [Chap.  LVIII. 


werelOO-pounder  Parrotta),  37  siege  and  36  Coehorn  mortars;  in  all,  188 
pieces  of  ordnance,  with  their  material.  Of  this  train  the  forty  guns  of 
position,  two  8-inch  siege  howitzers,  five  8  inch  siege  and  three  10-inch 
sea-coast  mortars,  nine  lOO-pounder  Parrotts,  and  one  30-pounder 
Brooke  (English,  captured  from  the  rebels)  were  in  the  Bermuda  lines. 
Two  siege  guns  and  six  8-inch  siege  howitzers  were  in  the  City  Point 
lines  in  position.  One  100-pounder  Parrott,  twenty -eight  siege  guns, 
four  8-inch  siege  howitzers,  six  10-inch  siege  and  twenty  Coehom  and 
one  13-inch  and  three  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars  were  afloat  at  Broad- 
waj'  Landing. 

After  the  fall  of  Petersburg  the  Siege  Artillery  was  employed  in 
securing  the  abandoned  material  of  the  enemy's  forts  on  the  James 
and  in  the  lines  of  Eichmond  and  Petersburg,  and  in  arranging  and 
garrisoning  the  works.  Upon  the  movement  of  this  army  toward 
Washington  the  train  and  troops  were  transferred  to  the  defenses  of 
Eichmond,  by  command  of  Major-General  Halleck. 

The  personnel  of  the  train  consisted  of  the  First  Eegiment  Connecti- 
cut Foot  Artillery  and  the  Third  Connecticut  Battery  of  Heavy  Artil- 
lery ;  in  all,  62  officers  and  1,767  enlisted  men. 

FIELD  ARTILLERY. 

Second  Corps. 

Roder's  (K),  4th  United  States,  four  light  :  Dakiu'n   (M),  Ist  New  Haiiipshiro,  four 

12-pounders.  i      3-inoh. 

Brown's  (B),  Ist  Rhode  Island,  four  light  J  Adams',  10th  Massachusetts,  four  3-inch. 

12-pouDder8.  j  Davey's,  11th  New  York,  four  3-inch. 

Clark's  (B),  1st  New  Jersey,  four  light  i 

12-pounders.  I 

Fifth  Corps. 

Rawles'  (DandG),  5th  United  States,  four 

3-inch. 
Rogers'  (B),  1st  New  York,  four  3-inch. 


Mitchell's  (B),  4th   United  States,  four 

light  12-pounders. 
Johnson's  (D),  1st  New  York,  four  light 

12-ponnder8. 
Mink's   (H),  Ist  New  York,  four  light 

12-pounders. 


Sixth  Corps. 


Parsons'  (A),  1st  New  Jersey,  four  3-inch. 
Adams'  (6),  Ist  Rhodelsland,  four  3-inch. 
Van  Etten's,  1st  New  York  Independent, 
four  3-iuch. 


Allen's  (H),  1st  Rhode  Island,  four  light 

12-pounders. 
Brinckl^'s   (E),  5th  United  States,  four 

light  12-pounder8. 
Harn's,  3d  New  York  Independent,  four 

light  12-pounder8. 


Ninth  Corps. 

Roomer's,  34th  New  York  Independent,  Eaton's,    27th    New     York, 
four  3-inch.  12-pounders. 

Jones',  11th  Massachusetts  Independent,  Rogers',    19th    New   York 
four  3-inch.  12-pounder8. 

Rhoads'  (D),  Pennsylvania,  four  3-inch.  Twitchell's,     7th      Maine, 

12-pouuders. 


four  light 
four  light 
four 


light 


Mayo's,  3d  Maine. 
Start's,  3d  Vermont. 
Wright's,  I4th  Massachusetts. 
Stubbs',  2d  Maine. 
Rhodes'  (E),  1st  Rhode  Island. 
Harris'  (H),  Ist  Ohio. 
White's,  4th  Maine. 
Ritchie's  (C),  Ist  New  York. 
Matthewson's  (E),  1st  New  York. 
Breck's  (L),  Ist  New  York. 


Jieserie  artillery. 

Phillips',  5th  Massachusetts. 
McClelland's  (B),  1st  Pennsylvania. 
Milton's,  S)th  Massachusetts. 
Stone's  (C  and  1),  5th  United  States. 
Clark's,  12th  New  York  Independent. 
McClellan's  (G),  1st  New  York. 
Campbell's  (F),  1st  Pennsylvania. 
Rogers',  6th  Maine. 
Woorner's,  3d  New  Jersey. 
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Second  Corps,  twelve  batteries;  Fifth  Corps,  eleven  batteries;  Sixth 
Corps,  nine  batteries;  Ninth  Corps,  six  batteries;  Artillery  Reserve, 
lour  batteries.  The  Horse  Artillery  was  detached  from  this  army  with 
the  cavalry.  The  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  and  the  Eeserve  ArtOlery 
had  also  six  Coehorn  mortars,  each  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Twenty-four  of  the  batteries  had  two  extra  caissons  each,  and  in  the 
trains  of  the  artillery  brigades  of  the  corps  and- of  Eeserve  sufficient 
wagons  were  provided  to  transport  the  additional  ammunition  necessary 
to  carry  up  the  full  supply  to  270  rounds  per  gun.  The  field  artillery 
comprised  202  guns,  511  artillery  carriages,  3,972  horses,  6,123  men, 
besides  the  trains  and  12  Coehorn  mortars,  with  their  equipments,  &c. 

On  the  29th  March  the  batteries  for  field  service  with  the  corps 
werfe  ordered  to  be  reduced  to  six  for  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  and 
five  for  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps.  The  reduction  was  effected  at 
once  in  the  Second  andFitth  Corps  and  the  surplus  batteries  either  left 
temporarily  in  position  on  the  lines  occupied  by  the  Sixth  Corps  in 
front  of  Petersburg  or  sent  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Tidball, 
commanding  the  artillery  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  who  employed  such  of 
them  as  he  required  in  the  lines  or  in  reserve,  and  ordered  the  remainder 
to  report  to  the  Artillery  Eeserve  of  the  army,  at  City  Point.  For  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  in  the  reduction  of  Petersburg  and  subse- 
quent operations,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of 
artillery  of  the  respective  corps  transmitted  herewith. 

When  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  moved  after  the  capture  of  Peters- 
burg they  took  with  them  six  batteries  each,  leaving  all  the  rest  of  the 
artillery  in  reserve  at  and  near  Petersburg.  The  field  artillery  with  the 
army  was  thus  actually  twenty-three  batteries — in  all,  ninety-two  guns. 

The  severe  marching'entailed  by  thecampaign  on  the  batteries  which, 
over  bad  roads  and  with  scant  forage,  were  required  to  keep  up  with 
the  movements  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  broke  down  many  of  the 
horses  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  were  not  in  very 
good  condition,  as  the  allowance  of  forage  during  the  whole  winter  had 
been  restricted,  the  allowance  of  hay  being  but  three  or  four  pounds 
per  diem. 

Much  additional  labor  was  thrown  upon  the  teams  by  their  employ- 
ment in  hauling  to  the  rear  and  securing  captured  and  abandoned 
artillery.  To  replace  the  horses  thus  broken  down  heavy  drafts  were 
made  on  the  Eeserve  Artillery,  which,  commencing  on  the  5th  of  April, 
sent  forward  fresh  teams  to  exchange  for  those  which  were  broken 
down.  In  this  way  the  artillery  with  the  corps  was  kept  in  efficient 
condition,  and  was  at  all  times  prepared  to  act  with  the  other  troops. 
The  records  and  reports  show  that  the  artillery  bore  its  full  share  of 
the  labors  and  dangers  of  this  the  last  campaign  of  the  rebellion. 

To  the  chiefs  and  commanders  of  the  artillery— Brigadier-General 
Hays,  commanding  Eeserve  Artillery;  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Wain- 
wright,  Fifth  Corps;  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Tidball,  Ninth  Corps; 
and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Abbot,  Sfege  Artillery;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hazard,  Second  Corps;  Brevet  Major  Cowan,  Sixth  Corps; 
to  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fitzhugh,  serving  with  Artillery  Brigade, 
Fifth  Corps ;  to  Majors  Eicketts  and  Miller,  of  the  Eeserve,  and  Ager,  of 
the  Siege  Train—too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  the  excellent  man- 
ner in  which  their  duties  were  performed.  These  duties  were  very 
arduous,  and  required  for  their  efficient  performance  a  much  larger 
number  of  field  officers.  As  it  was,  the  maximum  of  efficiency  possi- 
ble under  the  circumstances  was  secured,  and  I  respectfully  recom- 
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mend  them  and  the  ofacers  they  have  named  in  their  reports  to  special 
notice.  The  oflficers  and  men  of  the  batteries  maintained  the  well- 
earned  reputation  they  had  already  gained  on  many  fields. 

To  my  staft— Brevet  Colonel  Warner,  inspector  of  artillery,  Brevet 
Major  Craig,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Brevet  Captain  Worth,  ■ 
Eighth  Infantry,  aide-de-camp— I  am  indebted  for  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  their  duties  were  performed.  Colonel  Warner's  duties  were 
co-extensive  with  the  army;  they  were  promptly  and  ably  performed. 
Captain  Worth,  in  addition  to  his  duties  on  my  staff,  served  actively 
on  the  stafi"  of  the  major-general  commanding  in  carrying  and  trans- 
mitting orders  on  the  field. 

In  my  previous  reports  I  have  had  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the 
want  of  a  proper  proportion  of  field  officers  for  the  artillery,  and  this  I 
did  especially  in  the  reports  of  the  battles  of  ChancellorsviDe  and  Get- 
tysburg; and  as  there  is  no  bureau  of  artillery  nor  other  center  of 
administration  for  it,  I  take  this  occasion  to  present  the  same  subject 
in  order  that  the  results  of  our  experience  may  not  be  lost.  This  is  due 
to  the  reputation  of  the  artillery  in  this  war,  as  well  as  to  the  future 
interests  of  the  service.  At  an  early  period  of  the  war  orders  were 
given  that  field  artillery  should  be  taken  into  service  only  by  single 
batteries  "in  order  to  save  field  ofBcers;"  this  whilst  infantry  regi- 
ments of  a  single  battalion  were  allowed  four,  Avith  their  proper  staffs. 
Why  this  policj^,  so  contrary  to  that  of  all  modern  armies  and  so 
destructive  to  the  efficiency  of  the  most  complicated  of  all  the  arms  of 
the  service,  was  adopted  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discern.  Its  effects  have 
been  but  too  clear.  Not  only  has  the  service  suffered  from  the  want  of 
officers  absolutely  necessary  to  its  highest  efficiency  and  economy,  but 
this  system  has  stopped  promotion  in  the  artillery,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, nearly  every  oiflcer  of  promise  as  well  as  of  any  distinction  has 
been  offered  that  promotion  in  the  infantry,  cavalry,  or  the  ^aft'  which 
no  amount  of  capacity,  gallantry,  or  good  conduct  could  secure  him  in 
his  own  arm.  The  result  is  that,  with  a  few  marked  exceptions,  in  which 
officers  were  willing  to  sacrifice  their  personal  advancement  and  pros- 
pects to  their  love  for  their  arm,  the  best  and  most  distinguished  of  the 
officers  of  the  artillery  accepted  positions  elsewhere  or  left  the  service  in 
disgust,  as  opportunity  offered.  The  effect  of  this  and  of  other  errors  of 
organization  has  been  but  too  evident ;  the  artillery,  although  it  has  done 
much  better  than  under  the  circumstances  could  have  been  expected  or 
even  hoped,  has  not  attained  to  that  efficiency  which  was  possible,  and 
has  failed  to  retain  the  pre-eminence  it  once  held  in  our  Army  and  in 
public  estimation.  This  sacrifice  of  efficiency  has  been  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  economy.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  field  artillery  of  this 
army,  although  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  our  service,  has  been  from  one- 
third  to  one-half  less  efficient  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  whilst  it  has 
cost  from  one- third  to  one-half  more  money  than  there  was  any  necessity 
for.  This  has  been  due  principally  to  the  want  of  proper  organization, 
which  has  deprived  it  of  the  experienced  officers  required  for  its  proper 
command,  management,  and  supervision,  and  is  in  no  respect  the  fault 
of  the  artillery  itself. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  19. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot,  First   Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery,  commanding  Siege  Train,  of  operations  April  1-May  31. 

EiCHMOND,  V'A.,  June  3,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  personal  report 
and  rejjort  of  operations  for  the  month  of  April,  18C5 : 

The  following  changes  occurred  in  my  command:  On  April  3  the 
Ninth  Corps  moved  forward,  leaving  my  command  entirely  under  Gen- 
eral Hartsuff  for  the  time.  On  April  23  Companies  A  and  H,  Thir- 
teenth New  York  Artillery,  were  relieved  from  duty  with  me  and  ordered 
to  rejoin  their  regiment.  Otherwise  everything  remained  as  hereto- 
fore reported. 

My  artillery  was  hotly  engaged  in  the  battles  resulting  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Petersburg,  and  in  the  demonstrations  made  to  prevent  General 
Mahone  from  leaving  the  Bermuda  Hundred  line,  firing  5,500  rounds 
during  April  1  and  2.  One  hundred  wagons  were  constantly  employed 
in  hauling  ammunition.  In  addition  to  these  usual  duties  of  artillery, 
a  detachment  of  100  men  and  3  officers,  commanded  by  First  Lieuten- 
ant Rogers,  all  of  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  accompanied  the  assault- 
ing column,  enteied  the  rebel  works  near  Fort  Mahone  with  the  very 
advance,  and  served  six  pieces  of  captured  artillery,  with  the  greatest 
gallantry,  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  the  rebels  evacuated  the  city. 
This  party  was  armed  with  their  muskets,  and  carried  lanyards,  friction 
primers,  fuses,  and  other  small  articles,  the  want  of  which  always 
delays  the  opening  of  Are  with  captured  guns  for  a  few  invaluable 
moments.  This  closing  battle  of  the  campaign  for  us  was  thus  marked 
by  a  new  and  brilliant  service. 

Immediately  after  the  evacuation  prompt  steps  were  taken  to  remove 
my  own  and  the  captured  artillery.  By  the  night  of  April  8  all  guns, 
ammunition,  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  from  the  Petersburg  lines  had  been 
removed.  The  guns  were  the  following :  49  of  my  own  train  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  30  belonging  to  the  rebel  land  batteries  there,  and  22  from 
their  Appomattox  water  batteries;  also  4  from  their  line  iu  front  of 
Bermuda  Hundred.  By  the  end  of  the  month  11  more  from  near  Ber- 
muda Hundred  front  and  34  from  the  land  batteries  near  Fort  Har- 
rison had  also  been  removed,  together  with  about  50  of  my  own  train 
from  this  part  of  the  line.  Everything  was  afloat  and  much  ordnance  had 
been  sent  to  Old  Point  and  Washington.  Tims  the  total  number  of 
guns,  &c.,  shipped  during  the  month  was  about  200  by  my  command 
alone. 

I  have  been  much  interested  to  see  the  devices  used  in  different  parts 
of  the  rebel  line  to  escape  the  effect  ot  the  artillery  fire.  Thus,  near 
Hare's  Hill,  on  the  Petersburg  front,  whc-re  I  had  concentrated  a  very 
heavy  mortar  fire,  their  line  was  a  mere  labyrinth  of  trench,  with  bomb- 
proof cover  in  every  available  spot.  This  was  often  made  of  railroad 
iron,  covered  by  about  three  feet  of  dirt,  the  rails  being  taken  from  the 
Suffolk  road  in  the  vicinity.  They  had  also  made  splinter-proofs,  at 
about  fifty  yards  intervals,  "by  laying  the  rails  from  the  crest  line  to  the 
rear  traverses,  and  putting  dirt  on  top,  the  cover  being  about  six 
feet  wide  at  the  crest  line.  This  was  evidently  used  by  the  men  on 
duty  to  avoid  fragments.  This  part  of  their  line  was  not  well  defended 
by  obstructions,  a  fault  which  could  not  be  found  with  that  in  front  of 
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Bermuda  Hundred,  where  1  counted  the  following,  going  outward  from 
the  parapet:  First,  fraise;  second,  ditch;  third,  abatis;  fourth,  pali- 
sading- ;  fifth,  chevaux-de-frise ;  sixth,  after  interval  of  150  yards,  abatis ; 
seventh,  after  interval  of  400  yards,  an  intrenched  picket-line,  with 
abatis  in  front.  In  this  vicinity  they  had  been  exposed  to  much  shell- 
ing from  guns,  and  had  resorted  to  the  following  devise:  A  continuous 
splinter  proof  was  made  in  the  breast-height  revetment — top  two  feet 
above  banquette  tread,  bottom  one  foot  below,  width  four  feet.  This 
was  made  of  logs  and  was  well  drained.  It  would  perfectly  cover  one 
man  to  every  two  yards  of  crest.  Here,  too,  I  noticed  a  strange  kind 
of  mantlet,  of  wood,  swung  by  an  arrangement  like  the  usual  well-curb. 
It  was  evidently  a  very  poor  device.  They  often  used  logs,  looped  at 
three  feet  intervals,  on  top  of  the  parapet  to  cover  the  heads  of  the 
infantry.  But  as  these  and  many  other  odd  arrangements  will  doubt- 
less be  fully  reported  by  the  officers  engaged  in  surveying  the  lines,  I 
will  not  cumber  this  paper  with  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  L.  ABBOT, 

Captain  of  Engineers,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eichard  Delapibld, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army. 


ElCHMOND,  June  4, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  personal 
report  and  report  of  operations  for  the  month  of  May,  1865 : 

The  following  changes  have  occurred  in  my  command :  On  May  1 
Companies  E  and  M,  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  were  relieved  from 
my  command,  and  about  May  15  the  Seventh  New  York  Independent 
Battery,  thus  leaving  me  my  regiment  and  the  Third  Connecticut  Bat- 
tery. On  May  4,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  3,  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  James,  my  regiment  was  transferred  from  Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  Army  of  the  James.  On  May  6,  by  General  Orders,  No. 
54,  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  I  was  appointed  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  department,  and  my  siege  artillery  brigade  ordered 
to  report  direct  to  headquarters,  and  not  to  General  Hartsuff  as  hereto- 
fore. (Copy  of  this  order  inclosed.)  On  May  20  I  was  detailed  by 
General  Orders,  No.  60,  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  a  member 
of  an  examining  board  for  colonels  and  staft'  of&cers.  (Copy  of  this 
order  inclosed.*) 

I  have  retained  command  of  my  regiment  and  brigade  during  the 
month.  The  latter  has  been  engaged  in  removing  the  heavy  water- 
bearing guns  from  the  rebel  James  Eiver  batteries.  I  have  prevailed 
upon  a  photographer,  who  has  a  fine  stereoscopic  instrument,  to  take  a 
series  of  views  of  these  batteries,  with  a  view  of  preserving  an  invalu- 
able record  of  their  wonderful  completeness.  General  Michie  may 
take  a  few  sets,  but  I  think  the  Department  should  order  several  more. 
I  will  vouch  for  their  excellence  and  importance. 

The  only  matter  of  professional  interest  brought  to  my  notice  has 
been  the  wreck  of  one  of  the  rebel  iron-clad  rams;  this  vessel  was 
blown  up  near  Fort  Drewry.    The  force  of  the  explosion  was  terrific; 

*  See  Part  III. 
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it  tbrew  a  mass  of  timber  and  iron  belonging  to  the  casemate  and 
weighing,  according  to  as  close  a  calculation  as  I  cared  to  make,  about 
50,000  pounds,  from  the  river  over  a  bluff  about  twenty  feet  high  to  a 
distance  of  about  100  yards;  it  threw  bars  of  iron,  eight  inches  by 
two  inches  by  ten  feet,  over  half  a  mile.  The  casemate  was  plated  with 
four  plates,  each  two  inches  thick  by  eight  inches  broad,  of  rolled  iron, 
and  backed  by  a  solid  mass  of  timber.  These  sides  sloped  at  angles 
of  45  degrees,  and  yet  the  rebels  admit  that  a  single  15-inch  shot  did 
them  great  damage. 

My  address  continues, "  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  City  Point,  Va. ;" 
and  I  would  earnestly  request  that  the  name  of  the  regiment  may  be 
always  added;  it  has  been  di'opped  of  late,  and  my  letters  are  delayed, 
in  consequence. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  L.  ABBOT, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Captain  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Army. 

[Inclosnre.l 

General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

>  Army  op  the  James, 

No.  54.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  May  6, 1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  of  artillery 
of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  in  person  to  the  com- 
manding general  for  instructions. 

II.  General  Abbot  will  continue  in  command  of  his  brigade  and  of 
the  siege  artillery  train,  with  headquarters  at  Richmond,  and  will  make 
all  reports  and  returns  direct  to  these  headquarters. 

III.  General  Abbot's  brigade  will  be  assigned  to  the  occupation  of 
such  heavy  gun  batteries  aroand  Richmond  as  may  require  garrisons. 

By  command  of  Major-Genera)  Ord : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  April  14, 1865. 

General  :  I  inclose  a  list  of  my  siege  batteries  on  the  front  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  duiing  the  battle  of  April  2.  They  were  commanded  by 
Maj.  George  Ager,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  and  were  served  entirely 
by  companies  of  that  regiment.  A  detachment  of  4  commissioned 
officers  and  100  men,  under  command  of  First  Lieut.  William  H. 
Rogers,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  accompanied  the  assaulting  col- 
umn and  served  captured  guns  during  the  engagement. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended : 


Designation  of  battery. 
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Total 

1,3B9 
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u  Also  called  Fort  Avery. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  captured  guns  and  mortars,  except- 
ing the  field  guns  removed  under  your  orders.  All  siege  and  sea-coast 
guns  have  been  removed  under  mine,  and  to  my  depot,  as  arranged 
between  us;  also  all  siege  ammunition,  &c.,  and  all  the  ordnance  from 
the  Appomattox  batteries,  including  Clifton : 
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12-ponnder  Coehorn  iron  mortars 
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24- pounder  Coehomiron  mortars 

8-inch  siege  mortars 

8-iuch  siege  howitzers 

8-inch  colombiads 

6-pounder  iron  gun  (smooth) 

12-pounder  mountain  howitzer,  U.  S 

24-pounder  iron  howitzers 

32-pounder  guns,  short  (smooth) 

3-inch  rifle 

IC-pounder  Blakely  rifle 

20-ponnder  Parroti  rifle 

30-ponnder  Farrott  rifle 

3D-pounder  Brooke  rifles 

32-pounders.  handed  and  rifled 1 

4.64-inch  Brooke  rifle 

4i-inchnfle 

Total 

30 

21 

51 

I  will  see  General  Barnard  to-day  about  having  the  lines  surveyed; 
he  is  making  arrangements  for  so  doing,  I  understand. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

tiEiniT  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Bvt,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Tidball, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Ninth  Corps. 
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Headqvarters  Siege  Train,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Broadway,  Va.,  April  21, 1865. 

General  :  In  accordauce  with  Special  Orders,  No.  94,  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  just  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  29tli  ultimo  to 
!)th  instant: 

On  29tii  ultimo  I  received  an  order  from  yourself  directing  me  during 
your  absence  to  report  to  Maior-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps 
and  our  lines  near  Petersburg.  Agreeably  to  my  request  he  directed 
me  to  report  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  0.  Tidball,  his  chief  of  artillery,  and 
the  operations  of  my  command,  or  rather  that  portion  of  it  on  the  Peters- 
burg front,  were,  up  to  the  evacuation,  conducted  under  his  orders. 

At  about  10  p.  m.  of  that  date  the  enemy  threw  up  a  rocket  and 
fired  a  signal  gun,  and  opened  along  his  entire  line  on  our  Petersburg 
front.  We  replied,  and  a  furious  cannonade,  with  musketry  fire  in 
addition,  continued  for  about  two  hours.  The  following  is  a  list  of  my 
expenditures: 
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Coehoru 
mortars. 

8-inch 

Biege 

mortars. 

10-inch 

siege 

mortars. 

30-pounder 
Parrotts. 
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Total 
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45 
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9 

1.079 

On  30th  ultimo  all  was  quiet.  On  31st  ultimo  I  placed  two  4^-lnch 
ordnance  guns  in  Fort  Davis,  and  substituted  four  30-pounder  Parrotts 
for  the  four  4Jl-inch  ordnance  guns  in  Fort  Avery.  This  change  was 
made  because  the  poor  ammunition  (Schenkl)  now  issued  for  the  4J- 
inch  guns  is  dangerous  to  fire  at  long  ranges  over  our  troops. 

On  April  1 1  was  ordered  by  Major-Geueral  Hartsuft"  to  open  fire  on 
the  Bermuda  front,  with  a  view  to  develop  any  movements  of  the  enemy. 
None  had  occurred.  This  firing  was  continued  at  intervals,  with  the 
same  object,  up  to  the  evacuation  on  the  night  of  the  3d  [2d]  instant. 
The  following  is  the  record  of  firing: 
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On  April  2  the  assault  by  the  Ninth  Coi^is  was  made  upon  the  enemy's 
line  at  Petersburg.  The  following  is  a  list  of  my  guns  and  mortars  in 
position,  all  of  which  were  actively  engaged  in  supporting  our  columns 
or  in  annoying  the  enemy  in  his  offensive  returns.  During  the  night 
the  bridges  across  the  Appomattox  River  were  shelled : 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended  during  the  day  and 
night.  At  noon  I  applied  for  and  obtained  from  the  depot  quarter- 
master at  City  Point  an  extra  train  of  fifty  wagons,  in  addition  to  my 
usual  train  of  the  same  number,  to  supply  these  unusual  demands. 
They  were  busy  all  night : 
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In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Tidball,  the  following 
detail  was  made  from  the  First  Connecticut  Artillery  for  special  service 
with  the  assaulting  column:  First  Lieut.  W.  H.  Rogers,  Second  Lieuts. 
C.  W.  Smith,  G.  H.  Couch,  and  G.  Reynolds,  with  25  enlisted  men 
from  Company  E,  25  from  Company  I,  10  from  Company  K,  20  from 
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Company  L,  and  20  from  Company  M,  making  a  total  of  4  officers  and 
100  enlisted  men,  all  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Rogers.  They 
were  divided  into  three  platoons,  each  commanded  by  a  second  lieu- 
tenant. Each  platoon  was  divided  into  three  gun  detachments,  con- 
sisting of  10  men  and  a  chief  of  piece.  All  the  detachments  were 
armed  with  their  muskets  aud  provided  with  lanyards,  primers,  fuzes, 
primingwires,  &c.,  necessary  to  the  proper  serving  of  captured  artillery. 
This  command  joined  the  assaulting  column  near  Battery  No.  20,  and 
entered,  among  the  first,  the  enemy's  works  in  front.  They  immediately 
began  to  serve  four  captured  light  12-pounder  guns  upon  the  retreat- 
ing masses  of  the  enemy.  Two  more  light  12-pounders  were  moved  by 
them  across  the  work,  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  within  half  an  hour  were 
opened  also  upon  the  enemy.  These  six  guns  were  served  most  gal- 
lantly all  day  and  during  the  night.  About  400  rounds,  captured  Avith 
the  pieces,  were  expended,  and  a  like  amount,  in  addition,  which  was 
carried  by  hand  from  our  lines.  The  men  not  required  to  serve  the 
I)ieces  used  their  muskets  effectively,  expending  all  their  own  ammu- 
nition and  much  more  taken  from  the  prisoners  and  the  dead  and 
wounded.  They  captured  about  fifteen  prisoners  in  the  different 
assaults,  and  turned  them  over  to  be  sent  to  the  rear.  Too  much  com- 
mendation cannot  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Eogers  and  to  his  officers  and 
men  for  their  noble  conduct,  which  contributed  greatly  to  the  repulse 
of  the  many  gallant  assaults  made  by  the  enemy  to  retake  the  captured 
works.  Among  the  enlisted  men  Lieutenant  Rogers  especially  names 
Corpl.  W.  D.  Hogan,  of  Company  K,  as  highly  meritorious. 

All  the  operations  on  the  Petersburg  front  were  conducted  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Maj.  George  Ager,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  • 
and  he  well  maintained  his  high  reputation  for  intelligence,  gallantry, 
and  professional  skill.  The  fire  of  Captain  Faxon  from  Fort  Avery,  of 
Lieutenant  Patterson  from  Fort  Morton,  and  of  Lieutenant  Malony 
from  Fort  Davis,  I  noticed  as  being  especially  effective  and  well  directed. 
To  Capt.  S.  P.  Hatfield,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  my  ordnance 
officer,  great  credit  is  due  for  good  judgment  and  energy  in  directing 
his  department,  which  the  large  and  sudden  demands  from  all  parts  of 
the  line,  and  the  unexpected  removal  of  the  telegraph  office  from  the 
depot,  rendered  a  matter  of  serious  difficulty.  Indeed,  the  conduct  of 
the  entire  command  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Before  daylight  on  April  3  the  enemy  evacuated  Petersburg. 
Between  that  date  and  April  9  my  command  was  busily  engaged  in 
removing  the  ordnance  from  our  own  batteries,  and  from  the  enemy's 
lines,  to  my  depot  at  Broadway  Landing  for  shipment.  The  following 
exhibits  what  was  accomplished: 

All  my  guns  and  mortars  on  the  Petersburg  front,  heretofore  named, 
were  removed,  with  all  their  ammunition  and  implements;  also  the  fol- 
lowing captured  ordnance,  with  ammunition  complete.  Except  the 
light  guns  removed  by  General  Tidball,  this  list  includes  all  that  was 
left  on  the  Ninth  Corps  front  and  in  the  various  batteries  on  the  Appo- 
mattox River;  also  the  greater  part  of  the  light  guns  left  on  the  Ber- 
muda front  and  along  the  line  of  water  batteries  on  the  west  bank  of 
Fort  Drewry.  There  are  still  in  position  between  Howlett  Battery  and 
Fort  Drewry  forty-two  sea-coast  guns  and  mortars  of  very  heavy  cali- 
ber, which  I  shall  remove  as  soon  as  possible.  On  April  8  I  established 
a  branch  depot  near  ChafBn's  Bluff,  on  James  River,  i)lacing  Major 
Brooker,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  in  command,  with  three  com- 
panies of  that  regiment.    He  will  collect  the  large  supplies  of  ordnance 
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and  ordnance  stores  in  the  water  batteries  on  the  east  side  of  James 
Eiver,  which  are  not  included  in  the  number  above  named : 


i 

a 

1 

1 

IB 

5 

1 
3 

1 

a 

a 

1 
1 

o 

M 

g 

1 

H 

Smooth  bore : 

4 

16 
7 
2 

1 

2| 

18 

8-inch  siege  mortars 

2 

g 

2 

8-iDch  columbiads 

\ 

2 

2 



3 

2 

1 



...... 

5 

2 

12-pouDder  howitzer  (iron) 

1 

1 

12-poniider  moan  tain  howitzers | 

I 
2 

1 
1 

1 

2 

2 

32-pouiider  euns  (short) 

2 

Eifled:           ^^   e"  o  ,»       I, 

2 

3 

1 

9n.pni^T^Hf>r  PftrTOtt 

1 

1 

1 

30- pounder  Brooke ' 

2 

a 



4 

32-pounders,  banded  and  rifled 

1 

2 

4.64  Brooke  gun 1 



1 

4.5-inch  navy  gun i . 

1 

1 

1 

67 


My  command  has  lost  3  enlisted  men  killed  and  11  wounded  during 
the  period  in  question.  It  has  taken  17  prisoners  of  war  and  44  rebel 
deserters.  Private  G.  E.  McDonald,*  Company  L,  First  Connecticut 
Artillery,  took  a  rebel  battle-flag  during  the  recapture  of  Battery  No. 
12,  on  March  25,  but  did  not  report  it  to  my  headquarters  until  the  31st; 
I  then  reported  it  by  telegram  to  Major-General  Parke.  It  was,  how- 
ever, captured  when  my  command  was  under  your  personal  orders, 
and,  I  think,  should  be  borne  on  your  return. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Headqtjaetees  Siege  Artillery, 

Broadway,  Va.,  April  26,  1865. 

General:  The  following  is  a  statement  of  what  my  command  has 
been  (and  now.is)  doing  since  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  position: 

My  guns  have  all  been  removed  and  shipped,  except  fourteen  field 
guns  which  it  is  designed  to  leave  for  the  present  in  the  Bermuda 
Hundred  lines  and  the  armament  of  Fort  Brady,  on  James  Eiver  viz 
four  lOOpounder  guns  and  three  30-pounder  guns,  which  we  are  now 
at  work  upon  placing  on  shipboard.  I  have  sent,  or  am  sending  as 
fast  as  possible,  all  my  tram  to  Washington  Arsenal,  except  the  follow- 

*  Awarded  a.  Medal  of  Honor. 
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ing,  -which,  as  directed  by  you,  I  propose  to  keep  afloat,  viz :  thirty 
30-pounder  Parrotts,  twenty  8-inch  mortars,  and  thirty-seven  Coehorn 
mortars,  with  500  rounds  complete;  also  the  necessary  gins,  mortar 
wagons,  &c.  This  will  require  about  eight  barges  Or  schooners,  if  all 
kept  afloat. 

As  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  Instant  I  have  removed  sixty. 
seven  rebel  guns,  carriages,  ammunition,  &c.,  complete  from  the  lines 
south  of  James  Eiver,  and  have  sent  or  am  sending  them  to  the  Wash- 
ington Arsenal  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  following  is  the  disposition  and  present  force  of  my  command, 
which  is  all  temporarily  under  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff, 
commanding  Petersburg,  City  Point,  Bermuda  Hundred  lines,  &c., 
while  the  Siege  Train  is  temporarily  detached  from  the  Army  of  Poto- 
mac, or,  rather,  is  temporarily  absent  from  it,  for  no  order  detaching 
it  has  been  issued,  nor  do  I  suppose  any  such  is  intended:  It  con- 
sists of  the  thirteen  companies  constituting  the  Siege  Train  and  of 
three  additional  companies  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  James.  Its 
duties  are  the  holding  of  the  Bermuda  Hundred  lines,  the  removal  of 
the  heavy  water  batteries  of  the  rebels  on  James  Eiver,  and  the  patrol- 
ling of  the  country  near  the  Eichmond  and  Petersburg  Eailroad.  It  is 
stationed  as  follows,  or  will  be  in  a  day  or  two,  as  soon  as  I  can  break 
up  the  depot  at  Broadway:  One  battalion  on  north  side  of  James 
Eiver,  at  Ohaffln's  Bluff,  removing  rebel  guns,  four  companies;  one 
battalion  on  Bermuda  line,  four  companies;  one  battalion  near  Howlett 
Battery,  removing  rebel  guns,  three  companies;  one  battalion  near 
Drewry's  Bluff,  removing  rebel  guns,  three  companies;  also  two  com- 
panies patrolling  and  picketing  the  railroad.  My  headquarters  will  be 
removed  to  Fort  Drewry,  on  James  Eiver,  on  next  Friday  or  Satur- 
day. It  is  designed  to  keep  the  guns  in  this  work  (fifteen  guns,  chiefly 
columbiads)  for  the  present.  There  are  about  forty  very  heavy  guns, 
ammunition,  &c.,  to  be  removed,  which  will  certainly  take  six  weeks. 

If  you  think  best,  I  can  park  my  train  near  Fort  Drewry,  where  there 
are  excellent  docks,  and  thus  save  the  cost  of  keeping  it  afloat. 

I  would  earnestly  request  that  you  will  visit  me  at  Fort  Drewry,  which 
you  can  easily  reach  by  tug  from  City  Point,  as  I  am  very  desirous  that 
you  should  inspect  the  rebel  water  batteries  and  ordnance  before  it  is 
removed  or  disturbed ;  if  not,  I  should  like  an  order  to  proceed  to  your 
headquarters  m  person,  as  there  are  several  points  upon  which  I  would 
like  instructions.  After  this  week  my  address  will  be,  "  Fort  Drewry, 
through  General  Hartsufl",  Petersburg,"  at  least  until  I  can  get  my 
mail  established  through  Eichmond,  where  I  shaU  have  to  draw 
supplies,  I  suppose. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^  »       J       i-  HENEY  L.  ABBOT, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  20. 


Report  of  Lieut.  William  H.  Rogers,  commanding  detachment  First  Con- 
necticut Heavy  Artillery. 
Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  April  14, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  as  a  state- 
ment of  the  part  taken  by  a  detachment  of  the  First  Connecticut 


672  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      I^^at.  LVin. 

Artillery  under  my  command,  in  the  assault  of  Sunday,  April  2,  upon 
tlie  enemy's  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg: 

On  March  31  I  was,  by  order  of  Major  Ager,  temporarily  relieved 
from  the  command  of  Company  K  and  ordered  to  take  charge  of  a 
detachment  of  100  men  who  would  report  to  nn-  at  Fort  Stedman; 
with  them  follow  a  charging  column,  and  serve  the  guns  taken  in. the 
attack  then  contemplated.  The  men  were  divided  into  three  divisions, 
commanded  respectively  by  Lieutenants  Smith,  Couch,  and  Eeynolds; 
each  division  was  divided  into  three-gun  detachments  of  ten  men,  and 
a  chief  of  piece  each.  All  the  detachments  were  provided  with  lan- 
yards, primers,  fuzes,  and  all  necessary  articles  for  the  prompt  and 
efficient  serving  of  the  guns  that  might  be  captured. 

During  the  night  of  the  31st  the  detachments  were  under  arms  at 
Fort  Stedman;  no  attack  being  made  they  were  in  the  morning 
(April  1)  dismissed,  but  reported  to  me  again  in  the  afternoon,  when, 
by  order  of  Major  Ager,  I  moved  to  Fort  Emery;  there  awaited  orders 
from  General  Tidball.  About  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  April  2 
received  orders  from  him  to  move  to  Fort  Rice,  at  which  place  I  halted 
until  he  arrived,  and  gave  his  final  instructions.  I  then  moved  to  the 
left  of  Battery  20,  arriving  just  as  the  column  was  moving  out  to  the 
attack.  My  men  at  once  sprung  over  our  works,  charged  across  the 
space  between  the  lines  with  and  entered  the  enemy's  works  at  the 
same  time  as  the  charging  column.  A  very  few  minutes  elapsed  after 
entering  the  works  before  four  of  the  captured  guns  were  turned  upon 
and  doing  great  execution  among  the  enemy.  The  other  two  could 
not  be  served  where  they  were  taken,  and  they  were  ordered  to  the 
right  of  the  fort;  the  moving  of  them,  owing  to  the  peculiar  construc- 
tion of  the  work  and  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  was  an  undertaking 
that  tried  the  nerve  of  all  engaged,  but  which  was  successfully  accom- 
plished. Within  half  an  hour  from  the  time  of  gaining  possession  six 
guns,  manned  by  the  First  Coune<;ticut,  were  playing  their  part  in 
holding  the  work  taken. 

During  the  day  most  of  the  guns  were  served  near  where  they  were 
captured,  but  at  night  all  but  one  was  moved  to  the  side  of  the  work 
nearest  the  enemy,  and  so  placed  as  to  sweep  its  entire  front,  in  which 
positions  they  were  kept  and  served  until  the  next  morning,  when,  by 
order  of  General  Tidball,  the  detachments  were  relieved  and  ordered 
to  join  their  respective  companies.  During  the  engagement  the  detach- 
ments not  serving  on  the  pieces  were  stationed  at  the  parapet  with 
their  small-arms,  aiding  materially  in  the  defense  of  the  work. 

To  the  officers.  Lieutenants  Smith,  Couch,  and  Reynolds,  for  their 
encouragement  of  the  men,  and  by  their  example  keeping  them  at  the 
pieces  under  a  heavy  fire  during  several  severe  charges  of  the  enemy, 
and  for  the  prompt  execution  of  all  orders,  great  (jredit  is  due.  Where 
all  behaved  so  nobly  it  is  difficult  to  award  individual  praises,  but  for 
encouraging  his  men,  coolness  under  fire,  prompt  serving  of  his  piece, 
Corporal  Hogan^^of  Company  K,  is  especially  deserving  of  mention. 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  I  am  unable  to  give,  as  I  am  unac- 
quainted with  the  names  of  those  injured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  ROGERS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Company  K. 

Lieut.  C.  W.  Filer, 

Acting  Adjutant  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 


Chap.  Lvni.)  THE   APPOMATTOX   CAMPAIGN.  673 

[Intlitrurmniit.  1 

Headquartees  Siege  Batteries, 

Before  Petersburg,  April  18, 1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  Siege  Artillery,  with  the  fol- 
lowing additional  information:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  General 
Tidball,  received  on  the  31st  of  March,  a  detail  of  4  officers  and  100 
enlisted  men  was  made  from  the  companies  under  my  command,  as  fol- 
lows :  Lieutenant  Eogers,  commanding  the  detachment,  with  10  men 
from  Company  K;  Lieutenant  Smith,  with  25  men  from  Company  E; 
Lieutenant  Couch,  with  20  men  from  Company  L;  Lieutenant  Reynolds, 
with  20  men  from  Company  M  and  25  men  from  Company  I;  all  of  the 
First  Connecticut  Artillery.  They  were  held  in  readiness  to  take  pos- 
session of  and  serve  any  of  the  enemy's  guns  that  might  by  any  cir- 
cumstances fall  into  our  hands.  On  the  morning  of  April  2  an  assnult 
was  made  on  the  enemy's  line;  Lieutenant  Rogers'  command,  accom- 
panying the  assaulting  column,  were  among  the  first  to  enter  the  works 
of  the  enemy.  They  turned  the  captured  guns  and  delivered  a  ter- 
rible flre  on  their  retreating  columns,  and  during  the  entire  day  of  the 
2d  continued  the  flre  from  six  12-pounder  guns.  About  400  rounds  of 
ammunition  were  captured  with  the  pieces.  At  about  11  a.  m.  I  visited 
the  captured  work ;  found  about  half  the  detachment  which  was  not 
required  for  the  service  of  the  guns  manning  the  parapet  and  with 
their  small-arms  assisting  in  the  repulse,  capturing  some  flfteen  pris- 
oners during  the  many  assaults  made  by  the  enemy  to  retake  the  work. 
Some  800  rounds  were  fired  from  the  guns  captured,  and  the  men  with 
small-arms  supplied  themselves  with  ammunition  from  prisoners  caj)- 
tured  and  the  dead  and  dying  in  the  fort.  Singular  to  say,  the  casual 
ties  of  this  detachment  were  very  light,  considering  that  they  were 
exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  of  case  and  canister,  and,  besides,  were  very 
much  exposed  to  sharpshooters;  only  1  man  was  killed  and  6  slightly 
wounded. 

I  may  be  brief  in  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  for  it 
is  well  known  that  all  did  nobly,  particularly  Lieutenant  Rogers,  to 
whose  courage  and  daring  in  the  assault,  and  good  judgment  in  the 
disposition  of  his  command  after  the  capture  of  the  work,  much  credit 
is  due,  and  to  whom  the  success  of  holding  the  work  may  be  attributed. 

GEORGE  AGER, 
Major,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


No.  21. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  A.  Humphreys,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Second  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 

General  :  On  the  night  of  Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  I  made  a 
brief  report*  as  to  the  result  of  the  operations  during  that  day,  when 
the  Second  Corps,  after  discovering  the  enemy  in  retreat,  through 
Amelia  Sulphur  Springs,  in  the  direction  of  Deatonsville,  and  receiving 
orders  to  move  in  that  direction,  pursued  the  enemy  rapidly,  driving 

»  See  Humphreys  to  Webb,  7.30  p.  m.  April  6,  Part  III. 
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him  by  constant  combat  over  twelve  miles,  through  a  country  where 
forests  with  dense  undergrowth  and  swamps  alternated  with  cultivated 
fields,  capturing  and  destroyingover  300  wagons  (ambulances  included), 
taking  5  pieces  of  artillery,  several  flags,  and  about  1,000  prisoners. 
Night  put  an  end  to  tlie  pursuit  at  Sailor's  Creek,  where  the  last  fight 
occurred  and  where  the  chief  captures  were  made.  The  pursuit  was 
renewed  the  next  morning,  7th  instant,  at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  overtaken  (General  Barlow,  Second  Division,  leading)  at 
High  Bridge,  just  as  he  had  fired  the  common  road  bridge  over  the 
Appomattox,  and  as  the  second  span  of  the  railroad  bridge  was  burn- 
ing. A  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  was  drawn  up  on  the  heights 
to  oppose  our  passage,  and  their  skirmishers  attempted  to  hold  the 
bridge,  but  were  quickly  driven  from  it,  and  the  troops  crossed  over. 
High  Bridge  was  saved  with  great  difficulty,  with  the  loss  of  four  spans. 
The  redoubt  forming  the  bridge-head  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  was 
blown  up,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery  in  it  abandoned  to  us,  together 
with  ten  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  works  on  the  north  side.  A  strong 
column  of  the  enemy  moved  off  along  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of 
Farmville,  while  another  moved  in  a  northwest  direction.  I  sent  Gen- 
eral Barlow,  commanding  Second  Division,  toward  Farmville,  three 
miles  distant,  and  moved  with  Miles  and  De  Trobriand  on  the  road  run- 
ning northwest,  intersecting  the  stage  road  from  Farmville  to  Lynch- 
burg at  a  point  about  four  miles  from  Farmville  and  four  miles  from 
High  Bridge.  Geueral  Barlow  found  Farmville  in  the  possession  of  a 
strong  force  of  the  enemy,  who  were  burning  the  bridges  there  and 
covering  a  train  of  wagons  moving  toward  Lynchburg.  He  attacked, 
and  the  enemy  soon  abandoned  the  town,  burnt  over  130  of  the  wagons, 
and  joined  the  main  body  of  Lee's  army,  who  were  intrenched  in  a  strong 
position  at  the  intersection  of  the  Lynchburg  and  High  Bridge  road, 
where  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps  arrived  soon  after 
General  Barlow  reached  the  vicinity  of  Farmville. 

Seeing  our  approach  the  enemy  opened  their  artillery  upon  us  with 
some  effect.  Our  skirmishers  advanced  at  once  and  drove  in  those  of 
the  enemy  and  developed  their  position.  The  troops  and  artillery  were 
quickly  formed  for  attack,  but  the  enemy's  position  was  too  strong  and 
tt»o  well  intrenched  to  admit  of  a  front  attack,  and  an  effort  was  made 
to  take  it  in  flank,  bnt  their  flanks  were  found  to  extend  beyond  ours. 
General  Barlow  was  then  ordered  up,  and  learning  from  prisoners  that 
Lee's  whole  remaining  force  was  intrenched  here,  this  information  was 
sent  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  army,  with  the  suggestion  that 
another  corps  should  attack  from  the  direction  of  Farmville  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Second  Corps  attacked.  While  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
Barlow  the  enemy  was  observed  to  shorten  his  right  flank,  and  some 
firing  being  heard  iii  the  direction  of  Farmville  (which  was  supposed  to 
be  the  Sixth  Corps  advancing),  I  contracted  my  left  and  extended  my 
right  (the  length  of  a  division  front),  hoping  to  envelope  his  left  flank. 
An  attack  was  tlien  made  from  Miles'  right,  which  was  repulsed  with 
considerable  loss,  the  intrenchments  and  position  being  found  as  strong 
here  as  at  any  other  point.  Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Barlow  he  was 
placed  on  the  right  of  Miles,  but  it  was  dark  by  the  time  he  got  into 
position,  and  further  attack  was  postponed.  As  was  expected,  in  the 
morning  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  abandoned  the  position  durine 
the  night.  ° 

I  regret  to  report  that  Brig.  Gen:  Thomas  A.  Smyth,  commandinc 
brigade.  Second  IJivisiou,  a  gallant  and  highly  meritorious  officer  was 
mortally  wounded  at  Farmville.    Brigadier-General  Lewis,  command- 
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ing  brigade,  Walker's  division,  Gordon's  corps,  Confederate  army, 
severely  wounded  (together  with  other  wounded  officers  and  men),  was 
left  in  our  bands  by  the  enemy. 

The  pursuit  was  resumed  at  5.30  a.  m.  of  the  8th,  on  the  route  to 
Lynchburg,  by  the  Cumberland  Court- House  and  Appomattox  Court- 
Ilouse  road.  Four  pieces  of  artillery  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy  on 
the  route  and  fell  into  our  hands. 

At  Kew  Store  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  were  come  across.  A  Iialt 
of  about  two  hours  was  made  at  sunset,  and  the  march  resumed  with  the 
object  of  coming  up  with  the  enemy,  but  finding  no  probability  of  doing 
so  during  the  night,  and  the  men  being  much  exhausted  from  the  want 
of  food  and  from  fatigue,  the  head  of  the  column  was  halted  at  midnight. 
Tlie  rear  did  not  get  up  until  moriing,  and  the  supply  train  of  two  days' 
rations  later.  As  soon  as  they  coi  Id  be  issued  the  troops  moved  forward 
again  at  8  a.  m.  and  at  11  a.  m.  came  up  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
about  three  miles  from  Appomattox  Court-House,  where  they  remained 
during  the  day  under  the  flags  of  truce.  Frequent  halts  were  made  to 
give  and  receive  communications  from  and  for  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  under  flags  of  truce. 

Nothing  could  be  flner  than  the  spirit  of  the  officers  and  men  during 
the  whole  operations.  The  division  commanders  are  especially  entitled 
to  my  thanks — Major-General  Miles,  Ma,ior-General  Mott,  Major-General 
Barlow,  Brigadier- General  De  Trobriarid,  as  also  the  commander  of  the 
Artillery  Brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEY8, 
Major-General,  Comm.andin<j. 

P.  S.— The  total  lesult  to  the  Second  Corps  since  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign  is  M  guu.s,  15  flags,  about  5,000  prisoners,  and  the  cap- 
ture or  destruction  of  over  400  wagons  (including  ambulances),  with 

their  contents*. 

A.  A.  H., 
Major-  General. 

Miijor-Geueral  Webis, 

Chief  of  astujt'. 


HEADQT^ARTKKS    SECOMD  AR3IY   CoKPa, 

Virginia,  April  31,  1865. 

General:  I  have  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  during  the  campaign  just  closed: 

In  conformity  to  the  orders  and  instructions  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  March,  the  corps 
moved  at  0  a,  m,  on  the  29th  with  the  artillery,  ammunition,  rations, 
and  trains  prescribed,  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  and  took  position  covering 
the  Yaughan  road  with  its  right  resting  within  supporting  distance  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  (which  had  taken  the  place  of  the  Second 
Corps  in  the  intrenchments  extending  to  the  Vanghan  road  crossing 
of  Hatcher's  Eun),  and  its  left  thrown  back  to  the  vicinity  of  GrayeUy 
Run,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Quaker  road.  The  Second  Division 
was  on  the  right,  the  Third  Division  in  the  center,  and  the  First  Divis- 
ion on  the  left,  each  division  having  one-third  of  its  force  in  reserve. 
At  about  8.30  or  9    a.  m.  communication  was  established  from  the 
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VaugLau  road  crossiug  of  Gravelly  lluu  witL  Ivlajor-Ueueral  Warren, 
commanding  Fifth  Corps,  at  the  intersection  of  the  old  stage  and 
Quaker  roads,  about  a  mile  distant,  on  the  south  side  of  Gravelly 
Kun.  A  mounted  reconnoitering  party  was  sent  up  Gravelly  Eun  to 
the  Quaker  road,  while  the  line  of  battle  was  being  formed,  who  drove 
the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  and  followed  them  up  the  Quaker  road 
beyond  the  old  saw-mill,  until  they  met  the  enemy's  infantry  pickets 
intrenched.  As  soon  as  the  line  was  formed  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward  and  the  enemy's  pickets,  thinly  established,  driven  from  an 
intrenched  line,  afterward  found  to  extend  from  near  the  Crow  house, 
on  Hatcher's  Bon,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Quaker  road.  A  reconnoitering 
party  was  sent  along  this  intrenched  line  to  the  Quaker  road  at  the 
saw-mill.  The  advance  of  the  line  of  battle  and  skirmishers  was 
stayed,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  until  further  orders.  At  about  4  p.  m.  I  was  informed  by  him 
that  the  Fifth  Corps  was  advancing  up  the  Quaker  road,  and  was 
diiected  to  advance  my  line  of  battle  and  connect  with  it.  The  whole 
line  was  moved  forward  at  once  and  connection  formed,  but  repeatedly 
broken,  owing  to  the  dense  forest  and  undergrowth.  Upon  receiving  a 
dispatch  from  General  Webb,  dated  4.50  p.  m.,  informing  me  that  Gen- 
eral Griffin  had  been  attacked  by  two  divisions  of  the  enemy  and  direct- 
ing me  to  support  Griflfin's  right,  if  needed,  I  rode  to  that  quarter, 
sending  the  necessary  instructions,  and  at  a  few  minutes  before  0  p.  m., 
while  near  General  Warren's  right,  I  received  another  dispatch  from 
General  Webb,  dated  5.40  p.  m.,  informing  me  General  Warren  would 
attack  at  6  p.  m.,  and  desiring  me  to  support  his  right  and  attack  with 
my  whole  line  at  the  same  time,  if  I  could  gain  anything.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  and  previous  orders  the  advance  of  my  whole  line  was 
continued  until  dark,  through  dense  forrest,  undergrowth,  and  swamp, 
the  connection  with  General  Griffin,  who  advanced  along  the  Quaker 
road,  being  made  and  broken  constantly.  The  enemy's  skirmishers 
were  driven  in  before  us,  but  no  main  line  was  encountered,  when 
darkness  put  a  stop  to  our  progress. 

At  6  a.  m.  on  the  30th  the  advance  was  resumed.  Hays'  division  on 
the  right  being  supported  by  Turner's  division,  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Corps.  The  enemy  was  driven  inside  his  intreachments  along 
Hatcher's  Kun  and  the  White  Oak  road,  this  position  being  attained  at 
about  8.30  or  9  a.  m.  The  right  of  the  corps  (General  Hays'  right) 
rested  on  Hatcher's  Eun,  near  the  Crow  house  and  the  enemy's  re- 
doubt in  that  vicinity.  Turner's  division,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 
took  post  along  Hatcher's  Eun  connecting  with  the  old  intreuchments 
which  were  occupied  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  The  left  of  the 
corps  connected  with  the  Fifth  Corps  near  the  Boydton  plank  road  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mrs.  Eainey's.  The  line  of  battle  was  extended  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  and  was  pressed  as  closely  to  them  as 
practicable  without  assaulting.  The  left,  on  the  Boydton  plank  road 
was  subsequently  advanced  in  conjunction  with  the  Fifth  Corps  so  as 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  Dabney  Mill  road.  The  skirmish  line  was 
pressed  close  up  against  the  enemy's  works  during  the  whole  day 
developing  their  character  and  condition.  The  enemy's  artillery  along 
our  front  kept  up  a  pretty  constant  fire  upon  our  skirmishers  is  theirs 
were  pressed  back.  With  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  rain  of  the 
night  before  and  during  the  day,  guns  were  brought  up  to  our  right  and 
to  our  left.  The  orders  for  the  day  were  completely  carried  out.  Strong 
working  parties  were  put  upon  the  roads,  which  had  become  impassable 
for  artillery  and  wagons.    Turner's  division,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 
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reported  back  to  Major-General  Gibbon  duriug  the  afternoon,  and 
crossed  to  the  north  bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  its  left  connecting  with 
the  right  of  Hays. 

By  daylight  of  the  31st  I  had,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  army,  occupied  the  position  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
along  the  Boydton  plank  and  Quaker  roads,  with  Miles'  division,  and 
had  rearranged  Mott's  and  Hays'  divisions.  Owing  to  the  condition 
of  the  roads  and  country  no  further  operations  were  called  for  during 
the  day.  But  between  11  and  12  a.  in.  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions, 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  (the  former  on  the  White  Oak  road  and  the  latter  in 
supporting  distance),  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Being  informed 
by  a  staff  ofl&cer  from  Major-General  Warren  that  they  were  being 
pressed  back  and  needed  support,  I  ordered  General  Miles  to  throw 
forward  two  of  his  brigades  and  attack  the  enemy,  and  subsequently 
to  follow  it  up  with  his  whole  division,  at  the  same  time  extending 
Mott's  left  to  maintain  the  connection  and  give  support.  This  order 
was  complied  with  in  the  promptest  and  most  spirited  manner.  The  bri- 
gades of  General  Madill  and  General  Ramsey,  supported  by  that  of  Col- 
onel Nugent,  advanced  rapidly  to  the  attack,  struck  the  enemy  in  flank 
and  drove  him  back  into  his  intrenchments,  with  severe  loss  of  killed  and 
wounded  and  one  flag  and  many  prisoners,  and  occupied  the  White  Oak 
road.  The  enemy's  intrenchments  here  occupied  a  strong  position  on 
the  crest  of  a  long  slope,  with  wide  slashings  in  front  and  abatis  cover- 
ing the  ditch,  with  artillery  at  short  intervals.  De  Trobriand's  brigade, 
of  Mott's  division,  was  put  in  position  to  strengthen  Miles,  and  subse- 
quently McAllister's  brigade  was  extended  to  the  left  to  jjerfect  the 
connection.  During  the  day  General  Mott  made  an  attempt  to  carry 
the  redoubts  and  intrenchments  covering  the  Boydton  road  crossing, 
but  without  success.  General  Hays  likewise  attempted  to  carry  the 
Crow-house  redoubt,  but  was  prevented  by  the  heavy  slashing,  which 
M'as  impassable  for  any  large  number  of  troops.  Our  line  being  too 
much  extended,  Miles'  left  was  contracted,  drawing  in  from  the  White 
Oak  road.  The  advance  line  thus  occupied  was  slightly  intrenched, 
artillery  put  in  position  in  it,  &c.  The  remaining  batteries  of  tlie  corps 
were  brought  up  during  the  day. 

Our  loss  during  the  day's  operations  was : 
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I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  that  distinguished  young  officer,  Maj. 
Charles  J.  Mills,  of  the  adjutant-general's  department,  wlio  was  killed 
by  a  cannon  shot  while  serving  with  me. 

During  the  night  orders  were  received  to  withdraw  to  the  line  occu- 
pied in  the  morning,  General  Warren  having  been  directed  to  join 
Major-General  Sheridan  in  the  direction  of  the  Five  Forks.  This 
order  was  carried  into  effect  before  daylight  of  the  1st  of  April. 

During  the  day  (1st  of  April)  close  examinations  were  made  with  a  view 
to  the  assault  of  the  Crow-house  redoubt.    The  batteries  of  the  Twenty- 
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fourth  Corps  intended  to  cover  the  assault  were  not  prepared  until  night. 
Toward  dusk  I  was  instructed  to  throw  forward  my  left,  Miles'  divis- 
ion, so  as  to  hold  the  White  Oak  road  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
sending  re-enforcements  to  their  troops  at  Five  Forks,  where  Sheridan, 
with  the  cavalry  and  Fifth  Corps,  was  attacking  them.  This  was  at 
once  carried  out,  Miles'  left,  across  that  road,  being  supported  by  one  of 
his  brigades  in  reserve.  Mott  kept  up  connection  with  the  rest  of  the 
line  by  a  single  rank. 

An  order  was  received  during  the  evening  to  assault  the  Crow-house 
redoubt  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  2d  instant,  at  which  time  an  assault  would  be 
made  by  the  Army  of  the  James,  by  the  Sixth,  and  by  the  Ninth  Corps.  I 
was  also  authorized  to  attack  at  tbe  same  time  at  any  other  point  where, 
in  my  judgment,  I  could  effect  a  lodgment.  In  the  event  of  being  suc- 
cessful I  was  to  throw  forward  my  command  in  the  direction  of  the 
Boydton  road,  and  endeavor  to  communicate  with  the  troops  on  my 
right  and  look  out  for  my  left. 

The  examinations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Crow-house  redoubt  having 
rendered  it  highly  probable  that  a  column  of  fours  could  be  led  along 
the  edge  of  the  bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun  to  the  redoubt.  General  Hays 
was  ordered  to  assault  the  redoubt  in  that  manner  at  4  a.  m.,  without 
the  use  of  artillery.  The  other  division  commanders  were  directed  to 
feel  the  enemy  closely  at  the  same  time,  and  if  any  chance  offered  to 
assault. 

At  9.15  p.  m.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  Army  of  the  Potomac  informing  me  General  Sheridan  had 
routed  the  enemy  west  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  had  captured  several 
batteries,  over  4,000  prisoners,  and  several  trains.  To  prevent  re-enforce- 
ments being  sent  to  the  troops  he  had  encountered  I  was  directed  to 
feel  at  once  for  a  chance  to  get  through  the  enemy's  line,  and  if  one  was 
found  to  assault  immediately  and  push  forward.  Tbis  order,  with 
suitable  instructions,  was  communicated  to  the  division  commanders. 
At  9.30  p.  m.  the  order  was  modified  by  a  communication  from  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding  the  armies,  which  was  sent  for  my 
guidance,  by  which  I  was  advised  to  push  every  reserve  from  my  left, 
and  if  the  enemy  were  found  breaking  from  my  front  to  push  directly 
forward;  if  the  enemy  could  not  be  broken  then  Miles'  division  should 
be  sent  down  the  White  Oak  road  to  Sheridan.  A  subsequent  dis- 
patch fixed  the  hour  for  Miles  to  move  to  Sheridan  at  about  midnight, 
provided  by  that  time  I  had  not  broken  the  enemy's  lines  or  started 
them.  Generals  Miles  and  Mott  attacked  and  drove  in  the  enemy's 
picket-lines,  but  the  intrenchments,  the  heavy  slashings  in  front  of 
which  I  have  before  described,  did  not  offer  assailable  points.  The 
enemy  were  found  to  be  vigilant,  and  opened  heavily  with  their  artil- 
lery. Such  being  the  condition  of  affairs  in  my  front,  General  Miles 
moved  down  the  White  Oak  road  to  join  General  Sheridan,  between 
midnight  and  1  o'clock,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  army  and  of  the  lieutenant-general.  Communication 
with  the  cavalry  along  that  road  had  been  previously  opened  by  Gen- 
eral Miles  with  a  detachment  from  my  escort.  As  soon  as  Miles'  division 
was  well  out  of  the  way,  leaving  the  advanced  picket-line  as  it  was 
established,  I  disposed  the  two  divisions  on  the  line  held  by  the  three 
the  day  previous. 

About  2  a.  m.  of  the  2d  instant  I  received  an  order  suspending  my 
attack  upon  the  Crow-house  redoubt,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
one  of  my  divisions  (Miles'),  and  was  directed  to  hold  myself  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  anything  that  might  arise  in  the  operations  of  the 
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remainder  of  the  army.  General  Mott  and  General  Hays  were  instructed 
accordingly,  and  directed  to  keep  up  constant  attacks  upon  the  enemy's 
pickets,  be^ning  at  4  a.  m.,  and  to  take  advantage  of  any  chance  that 
occurred.  About  6  a.  m.,  having  been  informed  by  General  Webb  that 
both  General  Wright  and  General  Parke  had  carried  and  held  portions 
of  the  enemy's  lines,  I  directed  General  Hays  to  try  and  carry  the  Crow- 
house  redoubt  and  General  Mott  to  strain  every  eifort  in  his  front. 
About  7.30  a.  m.  General  McAllister  captured  the  enemy's  intrenched 
picket-line  in  his  front,  under  the  fire  of  their  artillery  as  well  as  mus- 
ketry, and  about  8  a.  m.  General  Hays  carried  the  Crow-house  redoubt 
and  the  work  adjoining  it  on  the  enemy's  right,  capturing  three  pieces 
of  artillery  and  a  large  part  of  the  garrisons.  The  enemy's  artillery 
fired  but  once  upon  the  assaulting  party.  General  Hays  immediately 
extended  to  his  lelt  in  the  enemy's  works. 

At  8.30  a.  m.  Major-General  Mott  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  in 
his  front  were  moving  quickly  to  our  left  inside  their  intrenchments, 
and  subsequently  that  they  were  withdrawing  their  artillery  from  the 
redoubts.  I  ordered  him  to  press  forward  on  the  enemy  and  attack.  At  9 
a.  m.  I  received  intelligence  from  General  Miles  that  he  was  on  his 
return  and  about  two  miles  from  the  position  he  had  occupied  the 
night  before  on  the  White  Oak  road.  I  had  previously  been  informed 
from  the  headquarters  of  the  army  that  Major-General  Sheridan  would 
move  at  daylight  and  sweep  the  White  Oak  road  and  all  north  of  it 
down  to  Petersburg. 

Believing  that  General  Wright's  and  General  Ord's  troops  had  cut 
oflf  from  Petersburg  all  the  enemy's  force  to  our  left  of  the  point  where 
Wright  had  penetrated  their  works,  I  directed  Mott  to  pursue  the 
enemy  by  the  White  Oak  and  Claiborne  roads  leading  to  Suther- 
land's Station,  on  the  South  Side  Eailroad,  Hays  to  follow  Mott,  and 
Miles  to  enter  their  works  by  the  White  Oak  road  and  take  the  Clai- 
borne road.  From  Miles'  position  on  the  White  Oak  road  he  would 
probably  lead.  I  expected  by  this  movement  to  close  in  on  the  rear  of 
that  portion  of  the  enemy's  troops  cut  off  from  Petersburg,  while  Sher- 
idan would  probably  strike  their  flank  and  front.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  upon  the 
ground  these  orders  were  changed— Mott  and  Hays  were  ordered  to 
move  on  the  Boydton  plank  road  toward  Petersburg  and  connect  on 
the  right  with  Wright's  corps,  the  Sixth;  and  Miles  was  instructed  to 
move  toward  Petersburg  by  the  first  right-hand  fork  road  after  cross- 
ing Hatcher's  Eun  and  connect  with  the  other  divisions. 

These  orders  having  been  given,  I  rode  over  to  Miles'  division,  \^ich 
I  overtook  on  the  Claiborne  road  about  a  mile  beyond  Hatcher's  Bun, 
meeting  also  General  Sheridan  in  that  vicinity.  Upon  learning  from 
'the  latter  that  he  had  not  intended  to  return  General  Miles'  division  to 
mv  command,  I  declined  to  assume  further  commando!  it,  andlett  it 
Tto  carry  out  General  Sheridan's  instructions,  whatever  they  might  be. 
It  had  iust  got  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  rear.  ^    ,      ^ 

I  rejoined,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  my  other  two  divisions,  and  about 
2.30  p  m.,  while  putting  them  in  position  in  front  of  Petersburg,  near 
Bohoick  Creek,  was  informed  by  the  major-general  commanding  the 
army  that  General  Miles  needed  support,  and  was  directed  to  take  one 
of  mv  divisions  for  that  purpose,  leaving  the  other  to  report  to  General 
Wright  until  my  return.  Mott's  division  was  going  into  position,  and 
was  left  Taking  the  Second  Division,  I  moved  rapidly  as  possible  by 
the  Cox  road  toward  Sutherland's  Station,  expecting,  if  the  enemy 
were  still  in  front  of  Miles,  to  take  them  in  flank.    Upon  ueanug  the 
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Station,  however,  I  found  that  General  Miles  had,  at  about  3  o'clock, 
made  a  third  and  successM  assault,  striking  the  enemy's  left  Aank  and 
driving  him  out  of  his  breast-works,  taking  one  flag,  two  guns,  andbOU 
prisoners.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Madill  and  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  MacDougall,  commanding  Third  and  First  Brigades,*  were 
among  the  wounded,  the  former  severely.  Captain  Clark's  battery  (B), 
First  New  Jersey,  rendered  great  assistance  in  the  assault  by  keeping 
up  a  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
Our  loss  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  April  was : 
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About  10  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  report  to  Major-General  Sheri- 
dan.   A  pontoon  train  was  sent  me  at  the  same  time. 

During  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  I  received  orders  to  move  out 
the  Kiver  road,  following  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  to  leave  the  pontoon 
train  at  Sutherland's  Station  with  the  cavalry  trains,  under  the  guard 
of  one  of  my  brigades.  A  brigade  of  the  Second  Division  was  detailed 
for  this  purpose.  By  some  singular  misapprehension  of  orders  the 
Second  Division  had  moved  back  toward  Petersburg  early  in  the  morn- 
ing without  my  knowledge.  Staff  of&cers  were  sent  to  find  and  bring 
it  up  to  the  command.  While  on  the  Biver  road  the  route  was  changed 
to  the  Namozine  road.  General  Mott  rejoined  me  at  the  Namozine 
fork.  A  bridge  was  built  by  the  Second  Corps  over  Namozine  Creek, 
adjoining  the  bridge  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  proved  of  great  assist- 
ance to  the  troops  following.  The  corps  encamped  for  the  night  near 
Winticomack  Creek,  close  to  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  Second  Division 
about  three  miles  in  the  rear,  near  Kamozine  Church.  Toward  sunset  I 
received  a  communication  from  Major-General  Webb^  chief  of  staff, 
informing  me  that,  under  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general, 
Major-General  Meade  resumed  command  of  the  Second  Corps,  and 
directed  me  to  report  my  position  and  condition  of  supplies.  In  report- 
ing my  place  of  halt  for  the  night  to  Major-General  Sheridan  I  informed 
him  of  the  receipt  of  this  communication.  In  reply  I  was  informed  that 
General  Sheridan  had  received  no  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-gen- 
eral in  regard  to  my  corps,  but  that  he  should  consider  it  under  Major- 
General  Meade's  orders.  It  was  added  for  my  information  that  a  force 
of  the  enemy  was  in  position  that  evening  on  the  other  side  of  Deep 
Creek,  and  a  large  wagon  train  of  theirs  parked  there;  that  General 
Sheridan  would  move  early  the  next  morning,  with  the  cavalry  and 
Fifth  Corps,  ui)on  the  direct  road  to  the  Richmond  and  Danville  road, 

"MacDougall  succeeded  Madill  in  command  of  the  Third  Brigade  after  the  latter 
was  -wounded. 
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which  it  intersected  about  midway  between  Amelia  Court-House  and 
Burke's  Station.  I  at  once  replied  that  I  should  follow  the  Fifth 
Corps  closely,  and  reported  accordingly  to  Major-General  Meade.  An 
order  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  dated  Sutherland's  Station, 
April  3,  was  subsequently  received  during  the  evening,  directing  me 
to  report  thereafter  to  Major-General  Meade,  but  to  follow  on  the  mor- 
row the  route  of  march  designated  for  use  by  Major-General  Sheridan. 

The  corps  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  at  6  a.  m.,  keeping  close 
on  the  Fifth  Corps.  The  rains  had  rendered  theroads  almost  impassable 
for  wagons.  By  directions  from  army  headquarters  a  brigade  of  the 
First  Division  was  detailed  to  work  upon  the  road  back  toward  Suther- 
land's Station,  while  another  of  the  Third  Division  was  placed  upon  the 
road  in  advance.  At  11  a.  m.,  when  about  three  or  four  miles  from  Deep 
Creek,  Custer's  and  Devin's  divisions  of  cavalry  and  Gregg's  brigade  of 
cavalry  entered  the  road  I  was  on.  coming  from  the  right,  and  blocked 
the  way  until  7  p.  m.,  by  which  time  I  had  only  reached  Deep  Creek. 
Under  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  I  began  to  move, 
about  1  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  for  Jetersville,  on  the  Danville  road,  but  about 
one  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Deep  Creek  found  the  road  blocked  by  the 
same  cavalry  that  liad  obstructed  it  during  the  day.  It  was  after  8  a. 
m.  before  the  road  was  cleared.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  enforced 
halt  to  distribute  rations,  of  which  the  men  stood  in  umch  need.  The 
head  of  the  corps  reached  Jetersville  about  2.30  or  3  p.  m.  The  First 
an<l  Second  Divisions  were  put  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth 
Corjjs;  the  Third  Division  was  massed  on  its  right.  The  detached  bri- 
gades reached  the  divisions  to  which  they  belonged  during  the  evening. 

Ill  compliance  with  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  directing  the  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Corps  to  advance  at  6 
a.  m.  of  the  0th  on  the  enemy,  at  Amelia  Court-House,  and  attack  him 
if  found  in  position — the  Fifth  Corps  to  move  along  the  railroad,  the 
Second  Corps  on  its  left — the  Second  Corps  began  to  move  at  6  a.  m., 
the  Second  Division  1,000  yards  from  the  railroad,  the  First  Division 
1,000  yards  on  its  left,  the  Third  Division  following  the  First  Division. 
A  strong  skirmish  line,  with  supports,  was  kept  in  advance  and  on  the 
flanks.  The  movement  was  made  by  compass,  about  east  twenty- 
two  degrees  north.  The  broken  and  forest  character  of  the  ground 
caused  a  northerly  deviation  from  that  course,  and  brought  the  First 
Division,  at  about  8.30  or  9  a.  m.,near  Flat  Creek,  about  a  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  the  cross-road  leading  to  Amelia  Sulphur 
Springs  and  about  three  or  four  miles  out  from  Jetersville.  Detach- 
ments from  my  escort,  reconnoitei-iug  on  the  left,  under  Captain  Ho- 
bensack,  at  this  moment  brought  me  word  that  a  column  of  the 
enemy's  infantry,  with  a  train  of  wagons,  was  visible  in  the  open  coun- 
try beyond  the  creek,  moving  westerly.  Hiding  to  the  open  ground  on 
Flat  Creek,  I  saw  a  column  of  infantry  ab(mt  one  mile  and  a  half  dis- 
tant and  some  wagons  moving  in  the  direction  stated.  A  portion  of 
the  column — I  had  no  means  of  knowing  how  much — had  entered  the 
forest;  about  a  strong  brigade  was  visible,  (xcneral  Miles  at  once 
brought  u])  some  artillery,  and  opened  upon  them.  I  directed  General 
Mott,  who  was  up  to  the  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs  road,  to  send  a  bri- 
gade across  and  feel  the  enemy,  and  immediately  reported  what  1  had 
observed  and  done  to  the  headquarters  of  the  army.  I  could  not  tell 
whether  it  was  the  rear  of  Lee's  army  in  retreat  or  merely  a  guard  to 
the  trains,  but  the  attack  of  Mott's  brigade  would  soon  develop  that. 
1  could  not  abandon  the  advance  upon  Amelia  Court-House  without 
further  information. 
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At  about  9.45  a.  m.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Webb,  dated 
9.30  a.  m.,  directing  tlie  Second  Corps  to  move  on  Deatonsville,  the 
Sixth  Corns  to  move  through  Jetersville  and  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Second  Corps,  and  the  Fifth  Corps  to  move  on  the  right  of  the 
army.  I  at  once  directed  General  Mott  to  move  his  whole  division 
past  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs  to  Deatonsville  and  Ligontown  m  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  his  right  resting  on  the  road,  General  Miles  to  cross 
Flat  Creek  above  Mott  and  move  in  pursuit  in  the  same  direction,  his 
left  resting  on  the  road,  and  General  Barlow,  who  had  just  reported 
and  taken  command  of  the  Second  Division,  to  follow  the  right  of  the 
First  Division.  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  were  to  have  two-thirds 
of  their  force  iu  line  of  battle,  one-third  in  reserve.  The  enemy  had 
burnt  the  bridge  over  Flat  Creek;  others  were  built  in  an  incredibly 
short  space  of  time,  the  skirmishers  wading  across  and  engaging 
sharply  those  of  the  enemy.  I  soon  learnt  that  the  whole  of  Lee's  army 
was  near  us,  in  retreat,  and  information  went  to  show  that  a  strong 
column  was  moving  on  the  road  from  Amelia  Court-House  through 
Paineville  toward  Ligontown.  For  that  reason  General  Barlow  was 
moved  in  column  in  rear  of  Miles'  right,  with  directions  to  look  out  for 
his  right  flank  and  rear  (this  information  was,  however,  probably  errone- 
ous). A  sharp  contest  with  the  enemy  commenced  at  once,  and  he  was 
driven  rapidly  before  us,  until  night  put  a  stop  to  the  pursuit,  at  Sailor's 
Creek,  near  its  mouth,  a  distance  of  about  fourteen  miles  from  Amelia 
Sulphur  Springs,  over  every  foot  of  which  a  running  fight  was  kept 
up,  and  several  strong  partially  intrenched  positions  carried,  the 
enemy  using  his  artillery  effectively.  The  country  was  broken,  and 
consisted  of  open  fields  alternating  with  forest  with  dense  undergrowth, 
and  swamps,  over  and  through  which  the  lines  of  battle  followed  closely 
on  the  skirmish  line  with  a  rapidity  and  nearness  of  connection  that  I 
believe  to  be  unexampled,  and  which  I  confess  astonished  me.  Noth- 
ing could  have  been  finer  than  the  spirit  of  the  officers  and  men. 

The  last  attempted  stand  of  the  enemy  was  at  Sailor's  Creek,  where  a 
short,  sharp  contest  gave  us  13  flags,  3  pieces  of  artillery,  several  hun- 
dred prisoners,  over  200  wagons,  with  their  contents,  and  more  than  70 
ambulances.  Between  thirty  and  fifty  wagons,  several  battery  forges, 
and  limbers  were  left  or  destroyed  on  the  road,  which  for  many  miles 
was  strewn  with  tents,  baggage,  and  camp  equipage. 

The  whole  result  of  the  day's  work  to  the  corps  was  13  flags,  4  guns, 
about  1,700  prisoners,  and  over  300  wagons,  including  ambulances,  with 
their  contents.  The  Second  Division,  being  on  the  right,  scarcely  came 
in  contact  with  the  enemy. 

I  have  no  means  of  estimating  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and 
wounded.     Our  own  loss  was: 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Miasiug. 

S 

s 
m 
o 

1 
O 

6 
16 

^       i 

• 

1 

1 
1 

19 
34 

73 
159 

2i 
1 

G 

Third  Division         ..                   .... 

15 

Artillery 

I  regret  to  report  that  Major-General  Mott,  commanding  Third 
Division,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg  while  overlooking  the  attack 
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Of  the  skirmish  Hue  in  the  vicinity  of  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs.  The 
command  of  his  division  devolved  upon  Brigadier-General  DiTrobri- 

While  passing  DeatonsviUe  the  Sixth  Corps  was  observed  at  some 
distance  on  the  left,  and  subsequently,  about  two  miles  beyond  Dea- 
tonsviUe, some  of  the  cavalry  and  a  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  were 
temporarily  mixed  with  my  troops.  They  moved  southerly  while  I 
moved  in  a  direction  north  of  west. 

t.tT^^P?,'^®'^?*  ^^^  resumed  the  next  morning  at  5.30  o'clock— General 
Miles  following  the  road;  General  Barlow  on  the  right,  1,000  yards 
distant ;  General  De  Trobriand  on  the  left,  1,000  yards  distant.  Where 
the  road  forked— one  branch  running  to  High  Bridge,  the  other  to  the 
vicinity  of  Kice's  Station— the  marks  on  the  road  indicated  that  the 
trams  and  mam  force  of  the  enemy  had  moved  on  the  latt«r,  which 
1  accordingly  followed,  but  learning  subsequently  from  the  people  of 
the  country  that  the  main  body  of  troops  had  gone  to  High  Bridge  I 
moved  across  to  it.  This  brought  General  Barlow  to  the  bridge  a 
short  time  in  advance  of  the  First  Division.  Here  he  overtook  the 
rear  of  the  enemy  just  as  they  had  fired  the  wagon  road  bridge  and  as 
the  second  span  of  the  railroad  bridge  was  burning.  The  wagon  road 
bridge  was  secured— a  matter  of  some  importance,  as  the  Appomattox 
was  not  fordable. 

A  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  was  drawn  up  in  a  strong  position 
on  the  heights  of  the  opposite  bank  to  oppose  our  passage,  a  position 
the  strength  of  which  the  redoubts  on  the  opposite  side  increased. 
Their  skirmishers  attempted  to  hold  the  bridge,  but  were  quickly 
driven  from  it,  and  the  troops  crossed  over.  General  Barlow's  division 
leading.  Artillery  was  rapidly  put  in  position  to  cover  our  attack,  but 
the  enemy  moved  off  without  waiting  for  it.  The  redoubt  forming  the 
bridge-head  on  the  south  bank  was  blown  up  as  we  approaclied  and 
eight  pieces  of  artillery  in  it  abandoned  to  us,  as  were  ten  pieces  in  the 
works  on  the  north  side.  High  Bridge  was  saved,  chiefly  by  tlie  exer- 
tions of  Colonel  Livermore,  of  my  stalf,  with  the  loss  of  four  spans.  A 
strong  column  of  the  enemy  moved  off  along  the  railroad  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Farmville,  while  another  moved  in  a  northwest  direction. 
Believing  that  General  Lee  was  moving  toward  Lynchburg  by  the 
old  stage  road,  pushing  through  Appomattox  Court-House,  north  of 
the  Appomattox  Eiver,  I  moved,  with  Miles  and  De  Trobriand,  on 
the  road  running  northwest  and  intersecting  the  stage  road  at  a  point 
about  four  miles  firom  Farmville  and  four  or  five  miles  from  High 
Bridge ;  but,  lest  I  might  be  mistaken  in  the  route  Lee  was  following, 
I  sent  General  Barlow's  (Second)  division  to  Farmville  by  the  railroad, 
about  three  miles  distant.    Artillery  could  not  accompany  him. 

General  Barlow  found  Farmville  in  possession  of  a  strong  force  of 
the  enemy,  who  were  burning  the  bridges  there  and  covering  a  wagon 
train  moving  toward  Lynchburg.  The  bridges  were  burned  and  the 
troops  on  the  south  side  prevented  from  crossing,  as  the  river  was  not 
fordable  for  infantry  and  scarcely  for  cavalry.  General  Barlow  attacked, 
and  the  enemy  soon  abandoned  the  town,  burned  about  130  wagons, 
•and  joined  the  main  body  of  Lee's  army,  which  a  short  time  after  I  found 
intrenched  and  in  a  strong  position  four  or  five  miles  north  of  Farm- 
ville, covering  the  stage  and  plank  road  to  Lynchburg. 

In  the  attack  of  General  Barlow,  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade,  a  gallant  and  highly  meritorious  officer,  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  His  fall  led  to  the  loss  of  some  part  of  the  skirmish 
line.    L'^pon  approaching  the  vicinity  of  the  Lynchburg  stage  road  our 
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skiiiiiisbeis  suddenly  came  in  contact  Avitli  those  of  the  enemy  and 
drove  them  back.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  as  we 
approached  with  some  effect.  Our  troops  and  artillery  were  quickly 
formed  for  attack,  the  skirmishers  were  advanced,  and  developed  the 
position  of  the  enemy.  It  was  too  strong  naturally  and  too  well 
intrenched  to  admit  of  a  front  attack,  the  ground  being  open  and  sloping 
up  gradually  to  a  crest,  about  1,000  yards  distant,  which  was  crowned 
witli  their  intrenchments  and  batteries.  An  effort  was  made  to  take  it 
in  flank,  but  their  flanks  were  found  to  extend  beyond  ours.  Our  skir- 
mishers were  kept  pressed  against  those  of  the  enemy,  and  an  attack 
with  my  whole  force  threatened.  The  prisoners  we  took  indicating  that 
the  main  part  of  Lee's  remaining  force  was  befoi-e  me,  General  Barlow 
was  ordered  up,  and  the  information  sent  to  the  commanding  general 
of  the  army,  with  the  suggestion  that  another  corps  should  attack  from 
the  direction  of  FarmvUle  at  the  same  time  that  the  Second  Corps 
attacked.  The  condition  of  the  bridges  and  river  at  Parmville  was 
not  known  to  me  at  that  time. 

While  awaiting  the  arrival  of  General  Barlow  the  enemy  was  observed 
to  shorten  his  right  flank,  and  some  firing  being  heard  in  the  direction 
of  Farmville,  which  was  supposed  to  be  the  Sixth  Corps  advancing,  I 
contracted  my  left  and  extended  my  right  the  length  of  a- division  front, 
hoping  to  envelop  the  enemy's  left  flank.  An  attack  was  then  made 
from  Miles'  right  with  three  regiments  of  his  First  Brigade,  but  with- 
out success  and  with  considerable  loss,  the  position  and  intrenchments 
being  found  as  strong  here  as  at  any  other  point.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
General  Barlow  he  was  placed  on  the  right  of  Miles,  but  it  was  dark  by 
the  time  he  got  into  position,  and  further  attack  was  postponed. 

The  firing  in  the  direction  of  Farmville,  which  was  never  heavy  and 
soon  ceased,  I  learned  subsequently  was  upon  some  of  our  cavalry  that 
had  crossed,  with  great  difficulty,  at  Farmville  by  wading.  The  Sixth 
Corps  was  not  able  to  cross,  I  heard,  until  some  time  during  tlie  night. 
The  results  to  this  corps  during  this  day  were  19  guns  captured  and 
130  wagons  destroyed. 

Our  loss  was  671  officers  and  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing — of 
which  the  First  Division  lost  424,  the  Second  Division  131,  and  the 
Third  Division,  16. 

Of  the  enemy's  loss  I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty.  Brigadier- 
General  Lewis,  commanding  brigade,  Walker's  division,  Gordon's  corps. 
Confederate  army,  severely  wounded,  together  with  other  wounded  offi- 
cers and  men,  fell  into  our  hands. 

As  was  expected,  in  the  morning  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  aban- 
doned his  position  during  the  night. 

Tlie  pursuit  was  resumed  at  5.30  a.  m.  on  the  8th,  on  the  road  to  Lynch- 
burg (by  the  Cumberland  Court-House  and  Appomattox  Court-House 
stage  road).  Four  pieces  of  artillery  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy  on 
the  route  and  fell  into  our  hands.  At  New  Store  the  enemy's  cavalry 
pickets  M'ere  come  up  with.  A  halt  was  made  of  about  two  hours  at  sun- 
set, and  the  march  resumed,  with  the  object  of  coming  up  with  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy;  but  finding  no  probabihty  of  doing  so  during  the 
night,  and  the  men  being  much  exhausted  from  the  want  of  food  and  from 
fatigue,  the  head  of  the  column  was  halted  at  midnight.  The  rear  did 
not  get  up  until  morning,  and  the  supply  train  of  two  days'  rations 
later.  As  soon  as  the  rations  could  be  issued  the  troops  moved  for- 
ward again  (at  8  a.  m.),  and  at  11  a.  m.  came  up  with  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers about  three  miles  from  Appomattox  Court-House,  where  they 
remained  during  the  day  under  the  flags  of  truce.  At  about  4  p.  m  it 
was  announced  that  the  Army  of  ]S()rtbern  Virginia  had  capitulated 
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The  captures  of  the  Second  Corps  dnriiis'the  <aiiipiuj;;i  weie3;j  guns, 
16  flags,  over  4,000  prisoners,  and  the  capture  or  destruction  of  over 
400  wagons  and  their  contents. 

Nothing  could  be  finer  than  the  spirit  of  the  officers  and  men  during 
all  the  operations  of  this  campaign. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  the 
services  of  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Miles,  whose  division  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  most  frequently  and  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy; 
but  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  other  division  commanders  and  their 
troops  not  to  acknowledge  the  skill  and  bravery  and  fine  spirit  which 
they,  in  couTmon  with  the  First  Division  and  its  commander,  exhibited 
throughout  all  the  operations.  Tor  the  prompt  and  intelligent  man- 
ner in  which  all  orders  were  carried  out  my  thanks  are  due  to  Brevet 
Major-General  Miles,  Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  Brevet  M.ajor  Gen- 
eral Barlow,  Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hazard,  commanding  the  Artillery  Brigade. 

To  my  staff — and  especially  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willian,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Whittier,  Major  'Livermore,  Major  Bingham  (wounded  on 
the  7th  instant),  and  my  aides-de-camp— I  am  under  many  obUgations 
for  the  active,  zealous,  and  intelligent  assistance  they  gave  me. 

Such  brilliant  successes  have  not  been  gained  without  severe  loss, 
though  comparatively  small  in  number.  Among  those  who  fell  are 
Brigadier-General  Smyth,  in  whom  the  service  has  lost  a  noble,  gallant, 
and  experienced  soldier,  and  Major  Mills,  an  accomplished,  courteous, 
and  gallant  staff  ofiBcer. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Major-General  Mott  and  Brigadier-General 
Madill,  both  severely,  and  Brigadier-Cleneral  MacDougall,  Colonel 
Starbird,  Nineteenth  Maine,  dangerously  wounded. 

For  further  details  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  re]>()rts 
of  the  division  and  artillery  commanders,  which  accompany  this. 

I  append  hereto  a  statement  of  the  number  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  during  the  campaign. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^        ^  A.  A.   HUMPnitEYS, 

Major- General,  Vommundinij. 

Major-Goneral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

1  lurloHurB.J 
Report  of  casualties  in  the  fecoitd  .Inny  Corps  from  March  US  to  April  10, 1865. 
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lieport  of  caaualiiea  in  the  Second  Army  Corps,  ^c. — Continiieil. 


Killed. 

"Woiindeil. 

MiBHing. 
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1 

1 
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« 

e 

<= 

2 
12 
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15 

o 
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6 

31 
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10 

1 
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1 

f 
3 
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40 
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2 
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3 

16 
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5 

9 
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41 
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94 

3 

13 

64 
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21 
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31 

5 
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4 
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10 
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1 

1 
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15 

128 

44 
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18 
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77 
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1 

10 
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2 

1 

7 
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24 

44 

5 

1 
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15 

2 

1 
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7 

1 
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1 
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1 

42 

6 
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April  1 - 

1 
1 

26 

April  2                         

45 
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1 
15 

1 
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1 

34 
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16 
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2 
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16 
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4 

51 

18 
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2 

68 

24 
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1 

1 
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14 
24 

12 

1,326 
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2 

12 

1,403 
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438 

11 
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45 
295 

18 
3 
2 

1 

431 
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68 

First  Division         

15 
1 

4 

128 
3 
51 

44 
10 

18 

Third  Division          

Total* 

21 

182 

73 

1,118 

23 

607 

117 

1, 907 

2,024 

Kespecttully  submitted. 


A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 


X  DD  EN  DA. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  10, 1865. 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Second  Army  Corps: 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  success  that  has  atteuded  the 
operations  just  closed. 

While  awaiting  the  expressions  of  approbation  from  the  country, 
from  the  commander  of  the  armies  and  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

*  But  see  revised  table,  p.  584. 
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for  the  manner  in  which  you  have  performed  your  part  in  the  general 
plan,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressions  of  admiration  at  the  noble  spirit 
that  has  animated  you  throughout,  at  the  brilliant  exhibition  of  those 
soldierly  qualities  for  which  the  Second  Corps  has  been  conspicuous. 
The  rapid  manner  in  which  you  pressed  the  pursuit,  from  the  moment 
the  enemy  was  discovered  in  retreat,  driving  him  before  you,  by  con- 
stant combat,  over  an  unknown  country,  through  dense  undergrowth 
and  swamp,  -from  positions  which  his  advanced  troops  had  intrenched, 
has,  I  believe,  been  unexampled. 

Being  in  direct  pursuit  the  opportunities  for  large  captures  were  not 
yours;  but  spite  the  disadvantages  you  labored  under,  the  results  to  the 
corps  have  been  the  capture  of  35  guns,  15  flags,  and  5,000  prisoners, 
and  the  capture  or  destruction  of  400  wagons,  with  their  contents, 
besides  tents,  baggage,  and  other  material,  with  which  the  road  was 
strewn  for  miles.  In  addition  you  have  contributed  eminently  to  the 
general  success,  and  to  captures  made  by  other  corps,  by  hemming  in 
the  enemy  and  preventing  his  escape,  and  have  done  your  full  share  in 
the  grand  closing  scene. 

In  the  operations  before  Petersburg  your  success  was  brilliant. 
General  Miles,  with  the  First  Division,  was  ordered  to  advance  and 
attack  the  enemy,  flushed  with  success  over  two  divisions  of  another 
corps,  which  they  were  pressing  back;  this  was  done  in  the  promptest 
and  most  spirited  manner.  The  enemy  was  driven  back  rapidly  into  his 
intrenchments,  with  severe  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

In  the  plan  of  general  assault  upon  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  morning 
of  April  2  this  corps  was  not  to  attack,  but  nevertheless  the  Second 
Division  captured  one  of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  with  three  guns,  and  the 
Third  Division,  under  General  Mott,  less  favorably  placed,  captured 
and  held  the  intrenched  rifle-pits  of  the  pickets,  under  the  fire  of  their 
main  intrenchments. 

During  the  night  of  the  1st  instant  General  Miles'  (First)  division 
had  been  detached,  under  orders  of  Major-General  Sheridan,  and  in  the 
puisuit  of  the  following  day  attacked  the  enemy,  intrenched  in  a 
strong  position,  which  was  finally  carried  in  the  handsomest  manner, 
with  the  capture  of  2  guns,  1  flag,  and  600  prisoners. 

These  great  successes  have  been  gained  with  comparatively  small 
loss,  but  the  rejoicing  of  our  victory  is  tempered  by  the  reflection  that 
in  that  loss  many  noble  spirits  are  counted. 

In  this  brief  glance  of  what  you  have  done,  I  cannot  attempt  to 
award  to  each  the  full  merit  due,  but  must  content  myself  with  thank- 
ing the  division  commanders — Major-General  Miles,  Major-General 
Mott,  Majior-General  Barlow,  Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand,  and  the 
commander  of  the  artillery,  Lieutenent-Colonel  Hazard — and,  through 
them,  the  troops  they  command.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Brigadier- 
General  Hays,  who  commanded  the  Second  Division  when  it  carried 
the  enemy's  redoubt  before  Petersburg. 

While  enjoying  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  your  duty  to  your 
country,  it  is  a  source  of  intense  gratification  to  us  all — that  the  greatest 
military  feat  of  the  country  was  reserved  as  a  fitting  climax  to  the  great 
deeds  of  that  army  of  which  this  corps  has  always  formed  a  part — the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarteks  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  J(J,  JSfi:'). 
Major-General  Webb,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Bre^ 
vet  Major-General  Barlow,  commanding  Second  Division,  Second  Corpsi 
respecting  the  capture  of  the  redoubt  near  the  Crow  house,  which  must 
set  at  rest  any  claim  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  may  make  to  the  cai)ture 
of  that  redoubt.  I  ordered  General  Hays,  then  commanding  Second 
Division,  to  attack  and  capture  the  redoubt,  if  practicable.  He  did 
capture  it  (receiving  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  musketry),  and  eaj)- 
tured  the  artillery  in  the  redoubt,  together  with  some  forty  of  the 
enemy.  His  advancted  troops  then  pushed  on  to  the  next  redoubt  ou 
the  right  (the  enemy's  right),  and  captured  it,  and  while  there  some  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  entered  the  Crow-house  redoubt,  already  in 
the  possession  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  statement  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  leading  troops  accounts  for  the  jiossession  of  a  flag  by  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Gommandimj. 

flncloHiire.  J 

Headquarteks  Second  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  GommandiiKj  Second  Corps: 

General:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  touching  the  claim  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Army  Corps  to  the  capture  of  a  redoubt  on  April  2  last.  From  inquiries 
I  learn  as  follows : 

The  redoubts  were  on  the  west  side  of  the  run,  and  the  Twenty-fourth 
Corps  was  on  tlie  east  side.  The  right  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this 
division  rested  on  the  west  bank  of  the  run,  connecting  with  the  left  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  which  rested  ou  the  east  bank.  The  attack 
was  made  by  the  Second  and  First  Brigades  of  this  division  simultane- 
ously. The  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  was  part  of  the 
attacking  force.  Captain  Palmer  and  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Ay  toun, 
of  that  regiment,  state  that  their  regiment  was  fired  on  by  one  piece  of 
artillery  (one  discharge)  and  about  thirty  nuisket  shots,  and  lost  four 
men  wounded.  They  state  that  Captain  Palmer  was  the  first  officer  in 
the  fort,  and  Lieutenant  Aytoun  the  second.  They  saw  only  men  of 
this  division  and  none  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  The  ground  was 
such  that  had  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  crossed  the  run  and  attacked 
during  the  attack  of  this  division,  they  could  have  been  seen.  Various 
officers  state  that  they  saw  nothing  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  at  this 
time.  I  may  mention  the  names  of  thfe  following  officers  who  were  in 
a  position  to  see  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  had  they  crossed  and 
attacked  at  tins  time,  and  who,  yet,  saw  nothing  of  them :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  La  Point,  Seventh  Michigan  Volunteers;  Captain  Porter  of 
this  staft';  Captain  Palmer  and  Lieutenant  Aytoun,  mentioned  above 
After  taking  the  first  redoubt  our  men  pushed  on  to  the  second  and 
then  some  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  seemed  to  have  crossed'  and 
entered  the  first  redoubt.  Lieutenant-Colonel  La  Point  states  that 
when  he  and  his  command  had  entered  the  second  redoubt  he  saw 
some  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  crossing  the  run  and  approaching  the 
first  redoubt.  He  supposed  them  to  be  the  enemy,  and  faced  about  his 
men  to  meet  them  before  he  discovered  his  mistake. 
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It  appears  to  be  clear  that  our  men  drove  the  enemy  from  the  first 
redoubt,  captured  it,  and  puslied  on  to  the  second;  and  after  tliey  had 
reached  the  second  redoubt  some  of  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fourt  h  Corps 
entered  the  first  redoubt.  First  Lieutenant  Young,  Eighth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  states  that  he  was  the  first  officer  in  the  redoubt.  As 
his  company  advanced  they  were  fired  upon  by  musketry  and  one  dis- 
charge of  artillery.  He  saw  the  enemy's  pickets  run  in,  and  the  enemy 
in  the  redoubts  waived  white  handkerchiefs  and  paper  iu  token  .l  sur- 
render before  his  company  reached  the  redoubt.  On  reaching  the  re- 
doubt he  found  about  forty  rebels,  whom  he  sent  to  the  rear.  They 
told  him  that  if  he  pushed  on  he  could  capture  more  prisoners  in  the 
second  redoubt.  He  pushed  on  with  his  men.  He  saw  none  of  the 
Twenty -fourth  Corps  across  the  stream  (on  the  west  side)  at  the  time 
the  attack  was  made.  Had  they  crossed  and  attacked  he  could  have 
plainly  seen  them.  After  the  second  redoubt  was  taken  he  saw  some  of 
the  Twenty  fourth  Corps  cross  the  stream  and  enter  the  works  on  the 
right  of  the  second  redoubt.  After  both  redoubts  were  taken  Lieu- 
tenant Young  saw  a  mounted  otficer  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  near 
the  redoubt  with  a  rebel  flag.  There  was  no  flag  visible  in  either 
redoubt  when  Lieutenant  Young  entered  them,  but  as  he  approached 
the  first  redoubt  a  color  was  visible  on  the  parapet.  Captain  Heggart, 
Sixty-ninth  If ew  York  National  Guard  Artillery  (Second  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division),  states  that  when  he  entered  the  first  redoubt  one  of  his 
men  picked  up  a  bag,  which  he  (Heggart)  ordered  him  to  throw  down, 
as  he  wanted  the  men  to  push  on.  Captain  Heggart  states  that  the 
man  threw  down  the  bag,  and  that  the  flag  was  found  in  it  by  the  officer 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  above  mentioned. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  there  is  a  dispute  between  the  First 
and  Second  Brigades  of  this  division  as  to  which  entered  the  redoubt 
first,  but  this  is  not  material  to  the  present  inquiry,  and  I  do  not 
attempt  to  decide  that  question.  Captain  Summerhayes,  of  this  staff, 
states  that  he  advanced  in  rear  of  the  skirmish  line  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade of  this  division ;  when  he  got  to  the  first  redoubt  our  men  were 
in  it,  but  none  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  Our  men  were  fired  on 
with  musketry  and  one  discharge  of  artillery  as  they  advanced.  Cap- 
tain Summerhayes  pushed  on  to  the  second  redoubt,  and  when  he 
returned  to  the  first,  some  time  afterward,  he,  for  the  first  time,  saw 
some  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

'  FRANCIS  C.  BAKLOW, 

Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Division. 


No.  22. 


Report  of  Surg.  Charles  Page,  U.  8.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

Headquarteks  Second  Aemy  Corps, 

Medical  Director's  Office, 

April  18, 1865 

Sii! :  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
medical  department  during  the  campaign  beginning  on  the  29th  of 
March  and  ending  April  10, 1865 : 

Before  the  campaign  opened  circulars  from  your  office  warned  the 
surgeons-in-chicf  of  brigades  to  lay  in  a  full  supply  of  the  articles  most 
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needed  on  uii  active  canipaij;!!,  and,  without  exception,  all  the  wagons 
were  well  and  judiciously  tilled.  The  hospitals  were  emptied  of  their 
sick,  and  commenced  the  campaign  untrammeled.  On  the  29th  of 
March  tJio  corps  broke  camp  from  its  intrenched  position  and  moved,  to 
the  left  of  the  Vaughan  road  across  Hatcher's  llun,  taking  up  a  new  line, 
being  merely  a  prolongation  of  the  old  one,  and  the  left  extending  to  the 
Quaker  road  near  its  junction  with  the  Boydton  plank  road.  No  cas- 
ualties from  battle  occurred  on  the  day  of  the  movement.  The  hos- 
pitals wer^  moved  to  tlie  left  bank  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Vaughan  road,  also  the  ambulance  trains,  except  six  ambulances  to 
each  division,  which  were  to  accompany  the  troops  as  closely  as  the 
nature  of  the  woods  and  country  would  permit.  On  the  30th,  the  army 
being  atlvanced,  the  hospital  and  ambulance  trains  were  brought  over 
the  stream,  and  the  Second  and  Third  Division  hospitals  established  at 
a  point  on  the  Vaughan  road  knoM'n  as  the  "Chimneys."  The  site 
chosen  for  the  First  Division  hospital  was  at  a  house  about  two  miles 
from  the  junction  of  the  Boydton  i>lank  road  and  the  Quaker  road, 
neai'ly  in  rear  of  the  First  Division,  but  owing  to  bad  roads  was  not 
established  until  the  morning  of  the  31st.  No  casualties  occurred  on 
this  day.  Tlie  morning  of  the  31st  of  March  found  the  position  of  the 
troops  somewhat  changed.  The  First  Division  had  extended  to  the 
left,  and  the  Third  Division  occupied  the  lines  held  the  day  before  by 
the  First  Division.  It  was  necessary  to  move  the  Third  Division  hos- 
pital to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  hospital  of  the  First  Division. 
The  latter  was  not  disturbed,  as  it  was  yet  quite  convenient  to  the  line 
of  battle.  The  Third  Division  hospital  was  late  in  getting  its  posi- 
tion, owing  to  bad  roads.  The  wounded  during  the  day  numbered, 
from  the  First  Division,  294;  Second  Division,  17;  Third  Division,  74; 
Artillery  Brigade,  2;  total,  388.  All  were  in  hospital  and  attended  to 
during  the  night. 

April  1 ,  the  troops  of  this  corps  were  not  engaged  in  any  action,  except 
slight  skirmishing  of  pickets.  No  wounded  were  brought  to  the  rear. 
The  wounded  in  hospital  were  sent  off  to  Humphreys'  Station  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Depot  Field  Hospital,  City  Point. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  the  corps  being  expected  to  advance,  the  hospi- 
tals were  made  ready  to  move  at  daylight.  The  First  Division  hospital 
moved  to  the  Moody  house,  near  Five  Forks,  and  received  212  wounded. 
The  Second  Division  hospital  moved  by  the  Squirrel  Level  road  to 
the  Boydton  plank  road,  and  across  the  country  to  the  Cox  road,  and 
camped  in  the  neighborhood  of  its  division,  receiving  during  the  day 
3  wounded.  The  Third  Division  hospital  moved  uj)  the  Boydton  plank 
road  toward  Petersburg,  and  camped  with  its  division,  it  receiving 
during  the  day  57  wounded.  The  Artillery  Brigade  hospital  accom- 
panied the  Third  Division  hospital,  but  had  no  wounded  to  care  for. 
The  total  of  wounded  during  the  day  was  272.  April  3,  the  wounded 
were  all  sent  to  Petersburg  for  transportation  to  City  Point,  and  the 
hospitals  again  empty  of  wounded.  Followed  the  corps  on  its  march 
after  the  enemy.  The  march  continued  on  the  Namozine  road  to 
Jetersville,  without  any  occurrence  of  importance,  until  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  April,  when  the  corps  struck  the  rear  of  the  enemy  near  the 
Amelia  Springs.  A  running  light  occurred  during  the  day,  resulting 
in  41  wounded  from  the  First  Division,  none  from  the  Second  Division, 
and  150  from  the  Third  Division ;  total,  191.  A  hospital  for  the  First 
Division  was  temporarily  established  at  Amelia  Springs,  and  moved 
forward  late  in  the  afternoon  and  camped  near  the  corps.    The  Third 
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Division  hospital  was  established  at  the  Vaughau  house  two  miles  west 
of  Amelia  Springs.  The  corps  moved  during  the  day  over  ten  miles, 
the  advanced  skirmish  line  fighting  the  eneniy's  rear  guard  at  every 
hill  on  the  road  for  over  eight  miles.  The  wounded  from  the  First 
Division  had  necessarily  to  be  conveyed  far  to  the  rear  before  it  could 
be  arranged  to  move  the  hospital  nearer  the  advancing  lines.  The  Tiiird 
Division  hospital  soon  became  so  full  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  trans- 
port them  in  a  flying  hospital,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  keep 
their  wounded  at  the  Vaughan  house  until  they  could  be  sent  to  some 
depot  for  the  army. 

On  the  7th  of  April  the  corps  moved  across  the  Appomattox  at  High 
Bridge,  where  there  was  a  slight  skirmish,  to  the  heights  northeast  of 
Farmville,  whei-e  they  found  the  enemy  intrenched.  The  wounded  of 
the  First  Division  in  yesterday's  engagement,  together  with  a  few 
wounded  at  High  Bridge,  were  sent  by  Rice's  Station  to  Burkeville. 
After  crossing  the  Appomattox,  and  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  hospitals 
of  all  the  divisions  were  established  at  the  Brooks  house,  and  received 
during  the  day  and  night — First  Division,  147;  Second  Division,  24; 
Third  Division,  41;  total,  212. 

April  8,  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  intrenched  position,  and  the 
corps  advanced  on  their  line  of  retreat  without  coming  up  to  them 
until  midnight.  The  wounded  of  the  previous  day  .were  sent  to  Burke- 
ville in  the  morning,  and  the  hospitals  ordered  forward  to  join  the 
corps.  The  supply  train  of  the  corps  arrived  in  the  night  and  the 
empty  wagons  were  sent  to  take  up  the  wounded  at  the  Vaughan  house 
and  convey  them  to  Burkeville.  I  have  since 'learned  that  they  had 
been  removed  by  ambulances  of  the  Ninth  Corps  before  the  wagons 
reached  there. 

On  the  9th  the  corps  advanced  a  few  miles,  and  was  halted  before 
reaching  the  enemj''s  lines  to  await  the  result  of  the  negotiations 
which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to 
the  armies  commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 

•  The  campaign  was  short  but  active,  and  pregnant  with  grand  results 
in  a  military  and  political  point  of  view,  which  is  not  my  province  to 
discuss.  The  rapidity  of  our  movement  and  extent  of  country  traveled 
over  rendered  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  wounded  from  the  field 
hospital  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  the  distance  of  the  army  depot 
made  it  difBcuIt  to  dispose  of  them  and  at  the  same  [time]  retain  a 
sufficient  number  of  ambulances  for  the  prospective  wounded. 

All  the  wounded  sent  to  the  rear  in  this  campaign  were  accompanied 
with  the  necessary  surgical  attendance  and  supplies,  and  I  beheve 
that  no  suffering  was  experienced  that  could  possibly  have  been 
avoided.  T  have  to  add  that  all  connected  with  the  hospital  depart- 
ment of  this  corps  bore  the  fatigues  of  the  march  cheerfully  and 
worked  assiduously  for  the  care  and  comfort  of  the  wounded. 

Accompanying  this  is  the  report  of  the  chief  ambulance  officer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CHAS.  PAGE, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director,  Second  Army  Corps. 

Surg.  T.  A.  McPaelin, 

Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  23. 

Rejwrts  of  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  Smart,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector, 
of  operations  March  1-April  30. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


Colonel,  : 


March  31,  1865. 


The  battle  and  movement  that  took  place  toward  the  termination  of 
this  month  prevented  me  from  holding  the  customary  inspection  of 
regimental  camps  and  from  rendering  my  report  according  to  the  pre- 
scribed form. 

During  tlie  greater  part  of  the  month  of  March  the  corps  lay  in 
camp  in  rear  of  the  line  of  works  stretching  from  Fort  Cummings  to 
Hatcher's  Run  at  the  Vaughan  crossing.  As  the  nature  of  this  ground 
and  formation  of  camps  are  specified  particularly  in  my  report  for  last 
month,  I  will  here  indicate  only  the  measures  taken  in  order  to  effect 
improvements  in  the  condition  of  those  commands  mentioned  as  having 
been  unhealthily  situated. 

The  camping  ground  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  the 
swamp  bordering  the  run  at  the  Vaughan  road,  was  considerably 
altered  for  the  better,  although  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  draining 
were  very  great,  on  account  of  the  basin-like  formation  of  the  surface. 
Free  trenching  and  active  police,  however,  did  very  much. 

In  the  case  of  the  camp  occupied  by  the  Eighth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery  it  was  found  impossible  to  effect  any  satisfactory  alteration, 
and  hence  a  removal  from  the  location  became  necessary.  Permission 
to  this  end  was  readily  obtained  from  the  major-general  commanding, 
and  the  camp  was  removed  some  distance  to  the  rear  of  its  original 
position.  In  settling  anew  this  regiment  built  log  huts  of  the  usual 
style,  but  the  other  regiments  in  the  brigade  continued  to  occupy  the 
company  barracks  or  shelter-tent  covered  stockades  referred  to  in  my 
last  report. 

The  number  of  sick  treated  by  the  oflBcers  of  the  corps  is  expressed 
below : 


Command. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Fir»t  Brigade. 

2Btli  Michigan 

Gist  IfewYork 

2(1    New  York  Artillery 

183d    Pennsylvania ' , 

Slst  Pennsylvania 

140t)i  Pennsylvania 

5tU  New  fiampshire 

tiecond  Jirvjade. 

28th  HasBavliusntts 

63d    Sew  York , 

69t h  Ne  w  Y  ork 

88tU  New  York 


180 
45U 
620 
332 
2*4 
2h0 
468 


200 
la9 
447 
140 


Average  number  on 
sick  report  daily  dur- 
ing month. 


n 


5 
7 

13 
3 

12 


li  ! 

24 

21 

34 

*   i 

24 

13 

53 

7 

28 

7   1 

15 

7   1 

35 

11 

69 

8   j 

18 

7   j 

50 
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Conunand. 


Third  Brigade. 


126th  New  York . 
inth  New  York. 

7th  New  York  . 

52d  New  York. 
125th  New  York  . 

39th  New  York  . 


yourth  Brigade. 


116th  Fennsylvauia 

53d    Fennsylvaniii 

6«th  New  York 

4th  New  York  Artillery. 

145th  PennRylvania 

148th  Pennsylvania 

64th  New  York 


Total  first  Division. 


■3  "> 


Average    number    on 
.  sick  report  daily  dnr- 

^93     '      ing  month. 


A  00  C 

h  e  OS 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

First  Brigade. 

59th  New  York 

152d    New  York 

l»th  Maine 

184th  Pennsylvania 

:{Ctli  TViaconsin 

1st  Minnesota 

20th  Massachusetts 

]9th  MassacliusettH 

7th  Micbigau 

Second  Brigade. 

170th  New  York 

155th  New  York ■- 

8th  New  York  Artillery 

GOth  New  York  Nationsd  Guard 

164th  New  York 

Third  Brigade. 

iBt  Delaware 

106th  Pennsylvania 

69th  Pennsylvania 

12th  New  Jersey 

14lh  Connecticut 

Tth  Virginia 

4th  Ohio 

10th  New  York 

lOBtb  New  York 

Total  Second  Division 


THIBD  DIVISION 

First  Brigade. 

40th  NewTork 

1st  Maine  Artillery 

20th  Indiana 

liuth  Pennsylvania 

17th  Maine 

73d  New  York 

99th  Pennsylvania    

124thNew  York 

86thNewTark 


95 

500  , 
500  ' 
200 
234 
207 


298 
379 
96 
846 
197 
340 
317 


'S. 

k    ■ 

li 

^ 

2 

M 

S 

^ 

1 

4 

it 

8 

10 

18 

111 

16 

26 

4 

7 

11 

4 

fi 

10 

a°tcs 

Sas  P. 


i:! 
16 
2 


5 
11 


7, 705  i    100 


240 

2 

205 

1 

368 

3 

395 

7 

358 

5 

74 

1 

162 

2 

255 

4 

116 

1 

■J 

5 
10 


1       I 


17 
22 

3 
11 

9 


13 
15 
13 
2 
4 
11 
3 


52 
55 
43 
15 


57 
58 
31 
13 
40 
21 
60 


21 
29 
35 
38 
36 
27 
25 
43 
26 


123 

2 

1 

3 

24 

130 

) 

1 

2 

16 

655 

7 

5 

12 

18 

132 

4 

2 

0 

45 

180 

3 

1 

4 

22 

520 

2 

10 

12 

„- 

34 

0.9 

1.3 

')   •> 

64 

234 

4 

4 

8 

34 

329 

6 

S 

14 

42 

267 

9 

5 

14 

52 

299 

3 

3 

6 

20 

207 

2 

2 

4 

19 

233 

7 

2 

!> 

311 

185 

4 

4 

23 

5,701 

77 

95 

173 

30.30 

520 

16 

20 

30 

69 

434 

17 

(' 

23 

53 

520 

13 

7 

20 

3H 

280 

3 

5 

8 

29 

474 

7 

8 

15 

33 

200 

5 

5 

10 

50 

«1 

o 

6 

8 

18 

439 

li 

G 

13 

27 

335 

3 

7 

10 

.  30 
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Command. 


Second  Brigade 

Ist  MasBachnsetts 

105th  Pennaylvania 

14l8t  Pennsylvania 

93d   New  VTork 

57th  Pennsylvania 

5th  Michigan 

Third  Brigade. 

120th  New  York 

11th  New  Jersey 

7th  New  Jersey 

11th  ManaachnsettB 

8th  New  Jersey 

Total  Third  Division 

Artillery  Brigade 

Total  in  corps 


Average    strength 
present  during 
March,  1865. 

Average    nnmhcr   on 
sick  report  daily  dur- 
ing month. 

«  s  a 

■sis 

'S.     i   s     i 
li  ;  &i  i   3 

5          ^    \    Si 

10              7             17 

1  .1                6 

2  :i            5 

9  3  12 
4  4  8 
7               8              15 

4                9              13 

3  0  14 
7  10  17 
3             3              n 

10               6              10 

Daily  rati 
per  1,00 
average 
present. 

488 
431 
226 
331 
502 
424 

363 
421 
693 
345 
600 

35 

14 

22 

36 

16 

36 

36 

33 

24 

17 

27 

8,479 

134            137            371 

31.  its 

1,949 

2       i       18       '       20 

10.26 

23,834 

313       1     419           732 

30.72 

The  field  division  hospitals  were  situated  during  the  month  at  Pat- 
rick's Station.  The  following  give  their  constitution  immediately  before 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign : 


Hospital. 


First  Division 

Second  Division  . . . 
Third  Division  . . . 
Artillerj-  Brigade. 


Total  . 


Good  . 
(iood  . 
Fair  . . 
Gmirt  . 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Good  . 
Good  . 
Fair  . . 
Good  . 


a 

Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


1 

SS3 

fe 
S 

S  u 

^ 

SfR 

rg 

et 

'i 

1^ 

g 

s> 

s 

2  ,  56 

1  :  45 

3  I  38 
1  I  11 


3  I    7  I  150 


I  '! 


Hospital. 

How  warmed.           -g 

1 

ID 

a 
1 

V 

O 

.s 

1 

Supplies. 

Complete- 
ness. 

Neatness. 

First  Division  — 

Wooden  chimneys    Good. 

9 
6 
5 

4 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Good, 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Fair  .    Complete  . 
Fair  .    Complete  . 

Fair. 
Fair  . 
Fair  . 
Fair  . 

Third  Division    - 

Artillery  ISrigade. 
Total 

....do Good. 

Fair  . 

Complete . 

1             i             i 

24 
17 
19 
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The  followiniK  is  reijort  of  sick  and  wounded  treated  in  the  field  hos- 
pitals duriug  the  month : 


Eer 

bospit 

2 

URinins  in 

Admitted  8in<;e  Fel 

ruary 

28,  18GD. 

"S 

o 

ti 

1 

Hospital. 

al  February' 

8'18«=-               Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Other 
corps. 

i 

a 

a 

1 

1 

Total. 

U 

"Wounded. 

Total. 

Sick. 

■3 

a 

J 

in 

■3 
1 

O 

■s 

1 

to 

■3 

First  Division 

130 
77 

130 
15 

21 
35 
21 

157 ;     1 

112  i 
i!ii  :      1 

I  '      22 
i  i         3 
)         12 

4G0 

188 

561 

19 

502 

45 

157 

2 

4 

103 
1 

7 
2 
14 

471 
191 
571 
19  1 

595  ;  1,223 

tjecond  Diviaioii 

Third  Division 

153         456 
184  '       906 

Artillery  Brigade... 

3   ;        16 

' 

2  >         39 

Total 

333 

80  ,     438  i       24          37 

1,228  1     700    1     108 

23  -1,252  j 

934     2,624 

Hospital. 

Sent  to 

general  lios- 

pital.  Citv 

Point. 

Returned 
to  duty. 

Died. 

Rcninininc  in 

boapital  March 

31,  18«5. 

V 

e 

-a 
a 

§ 

•3 
i 

i 

5 

3 

23 
6 

Sick. 
"Wounded. 

"o 
H 

bfl 

38S 
148 
445 

65 
153 

138    . 

80  1. 
1J8 

11    . 

....;   2 

'1 

74       286-, 
20  1     122  ' 
104         30 

300 

US 

134 

2 

1,223 

6 

456 

6 :      2 

12  '       14 
I  1         1 

906 

22 

-2  : 

39 

; 

Total 

1,003  1     541 

3SC  , 

0  '        4  ;       40 

1      1 

44 

204       440  1 

C44 

2,624 

Early  in  the  month,  in  expectation  of  the  commencement  of  the 
spring  campaign,  the  medical  wagons  belonging  to  the  hospitals,  those 
of  brigades,  and  the  boxes  of  the  ambulances  were  well  stocked  with 
field  supplies  drawn  from  the  purveyor  at  City  Point.  The  surgeons- 
in-chief  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  in  view  of  the  recurrence  of 
such  actions  as  Beams'  Station  and  Boydton  road,  where,  while  the 
engagement  was  in  progress,  all  the  medicine  wagons  were  by  order 
lying  in  park  many  miles  in  rear,  had  recourse  to  a  plan  by  which  they 
would  be  enabled  to  render  themselves  for  a  short  time  independent  of 
the  contents  of  their  Autenrieth  and  Per6t  wagons.  They  caused  the 
boxes  of  two  of  their  ambulances  to  be  filled  not  with  the  beef  stock, 
hard  bread,  &c.,  directed  by  the  supply  table,  but  with  battle  supplies, 
chloroform,  morphine,  lint,  plaster,  rollers,  and  whisky.  The  ambu- 
lances so  loaded  were  marked,  and  the  ambulance  officer  directed  that 
whenever  a  movement  was  ordered  in  which  a  portion  only  of  the  hos- 
pital train  was  permitted  to  participate  these  ambulances  should  be  of 
the  accompanying  portion. 

About  this  time,  also,  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  transportation 
allowed  the  department  was  ordered  to  the  extent  of  depriving  the 
corps  of  seven  wagons— reducing  the  number  from  forty-four  to  thirty- 
seven.  Of  these  thirty  only  were  available  for  carrying  hospital  and 
brigade  medical  supplies,  seven  being  forage  wagons,  the  property  of 
the  ambulance  train.  In  order  the  better  to  accommodate  the  amount 
to  be  carried  to  the  diminished  means  of  transportation  everything  of 
questionable  utility  during  a  campaign  was  turned  in  to  the  purveyor. 
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As  a  further  piepaiatioii  for  anticipiited  attive  opcratioiia  au  appli- 
cation was  made  by  the  acting  medical  director  to  have  the  drummers 
and  musicians  of  the  command  report  at  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  field  hospital.  It  was 
acceded  to.  The  surgeon  in  charge  was  directed  to  place  them  under 
command  of  the  commissioned  combatant  officer  attached  to  his  hos- 
pital, who,  with  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, was  expected  to  keep  up  an  efficient  discipline  among  them,  and 
when  work  of  any  description  was  to  be  performed  by  them  to  superin- 
tend its  performance.  During  the  campaign  of  18G4  although  it  was 
expected  that  during  an  engagement  drummer  boys  and  musicians 
would  report  to  the  hospital  for  duty,  only  a  few  ot  them  did  so,  the 
majority  straggling  over  the  country  and  doing  as  they  pleased,  there 
being  none  to  exercise  any  authority  over  them,  to  take  notice  of  their 
absence  and  punish  them  for  it;  and  the  services  of  those  that  did 
report  were  of  no  value,  since  no  one  was  specially  intrusted  with  their 
direction.  In  fact  they  were  looked  upon  rather  as  an  incumbrance 
than  as  affording  any  assistance.  Those  belonging  to  the  First  Divis- 
ion, however,  were  in  a  measure  organized  and  disciplined,  and  were 
found  to  be  useful  in  proportion  as  they  were  so,  doing  guard  duty,  and 
in  times  of  need  rendering  very  effective  service  as  stretcher-carriers. 
This  led  to  the  application  for  the  order  at  this  time. 

On  the  14th  instant  a  telegram  from  headquarters,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  medical  director's  office,  directed  the  immediate  removal  to 
the  depot,  at  City  Point,  of  all  those  unable  to  accomx>any  the  command 
on  a  march,  and  that  in  future  the  hospitals  should  be  kept  in  as  mobile 
a  cimdition  as  possible.  In  accordance  with  these  orders,  on  the  15tli, 
10th,  and  17th  instants,  there  were  sent  to  the  rear  779  sick  and  71 
wounded;  of  the  sick  a  large  proportion  were  trivial  cases  that  within 
a  few  days  were  returned  from  the  depot  to  their  regiments  for  duty. 

Very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  the  enemy  assaulted, 
captured,  and  were  driven  out  of  Fort  Stedman,  on  the  right  of  the 
Petersburg  front.  At  7  a.  m.  the  Second  Corps  was  placed  under  arms 
and  ordered  to  expect  marching  orders  at  any  moment.  The  idea  that 
prevailed  was  that  the  corps  would  be  called  upon  to  move  off  to  the 
right  to  aid  in  repairing  the  mischief  effected  by  the  enemy  there,  for 
though  the  news  of  the  surprise  was  known  to  us  that  of  the  subsequent 
success  of  the  Ninth  Corps  had  not  reached  us.  At  9  a.  m.  the  corps 
was  moved  out  of  the  fortifications  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle  west- 
ward for  fully  a  mile,  until  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  discovered;  a 
brigade  of  the  Third  Division  was  sent  forward  to  charge  the  first  line 
of  picket  pits.  This  they  did,  losing  but  very  few  men  in  the  assault. 
The  wounded  were  speedily  conveyed  to  Patrick's  Station,  where  a 
couple  of  tents  were  pitched  to  accommodate  them.  Nothing  of  any 
moment  occurred  after  this  until  about  midday ;  an  active  picket  shoot- 
ing, it  is  true,  was  kept  up,  but  the  casualties  were  very  few.  At  noon 
a  second  attack  Avas  made  by  the  Third  Division  upon  another  line  of 
rifle-pits;  it  was  equally  a  success.  After  this  the  picket  shooting 
became  particularly  sharp  and  continued  so  during  the  afternoon  until 
4.15,  when  the  enemy,  having  massed  Mahone's  division  in  Miles'  (First 
Division)  front,  assaulted  his  line  with  great  vigor,  but  unsuccessfully 
The  fighting  was  very  sharp  and  confined  at  first  for  the  most  part  to 
that  portion  of  the  line  held  by  the  Irish  Brigade  (Second),  but  it 
gradually  extended  toward  the  left,  implicating  the  whole  of  the  Third 
Division  and  one  or  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  the  Second. 
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General  Griffin's  division  (First),  of  Fifth  Corps,  formed  our  support. 
The  musketry  continued  with  all  its  original  activity  for  two  hours,  and 
it  was  past  8  p.  m.  before  the  enemy  ceased  to  renew  his  attempts  to 
break  the  line.  During  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the  Sixth  Corps,  on 
our  right,  assaulted  the  enemy's  intrenched  picket-line. 

As  usual  during  an  engagement  the  medical  officers  unattached  to 
the  division  field  hospitals  reported  at  the  point  where  the  stretcher- 
bearers  of  each  brigade  transferred  the  wounded  to  the  ambulance 
wagons,  giving  such  attention  to  the  patients  as  was  imperative  before 
sending  them  to  the  rear.  The  ambulance  corps  worked  zealously,  and 
very  shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  engagement  had  all  the  wounded 
lodged  at  Patrick's  Station.  The  hospitals  had  been  re-established  as 
soon  as  the  musketry  had  indicated  a  line  of  battle  fire;  all  the  tents 
had  been  pitched  and  the  operating  staffs  of  the  different  tables  ha<l 
reported  for  duty.  The  surgeons  in  charge  were  instructed  that  their 
patients  were  required  to  be  in  condition  to  be  moved  to  City  Point  by 
10  a.  m.  of  the  morrow,  and  that  immediately  on  their  departure  the 
establishments  were  again  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  a  sudden  move- 
ment. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows: 
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No  casualties  occurred  in  the  medical  or  ambulance  departments. 
Gars  reported  at  Patrick's  Station  at  noon  of  the  following  day,  and  by 
1  p.  m.  the  wounded  were  all  on  their  way  to  the  depot  at  the  point. 
All  had  been  attended  to,  every  operation  deemed  necessary  performed, 
and  every  wound  dressed  before  the  departure  of  tlie  train. 

On  the  26th  the  troops  retired  from  the  line  of  captured  rifle-pits  to 
within  the  fortifications,  where  they  1^  quietly  until  the  morning  of 
the  29th  instant.  On  the  28th  the  command  was  again  placed  under 
marching  orders;  the  sick  and  wounded,  142  in  number,  that  had  accu- 
mulated in  the  hospitals  were  sent  to  the  point,  and  the  establishment 
at  Patrick's  Station  broken  up  and  held  in  readijiess  to  move  after  the 
troops. 

Special  requisitions  filled  by  the  medical  purveyor  had  supplied  the 
deficiencies  caused  by  the  fight  on  the  25tli. 

At  6  a.  m.  of  the  29th  the  campaign  was  commenced,  the  Second 
Division  moved  across  Hatcher's  Eun,  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and  was 
followed  by  the  Third  and  First.  Tlie  forenoon  was  spent  in  perfect 
ing  the  line  of  battle,  making  connection  with  the  Fiftli  Corps  on  the 
left  and  on  the  right  with  the  Twenty-fourth,  The  line  extended  east 
and  west  from  the  Quaker  road  to  Hatcher's  Eun,  north  of  the  Vaughan 
crossing,  the  First  Division  being  on  the  left  and  the  Second  on  the 
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right.  lu  the  afternoon,  while  the  Fifth  Corps  engaged  the  enemy,  our 
line  was  pushed  forward  for  some  distance  without  the  development  of 
any  opposition. 

On  the  following  morning,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  rain-storm  that 
continued  without  intermission  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  the 
advance  in  line  of  battle  was  continued,  through  dense  undergrowth 
and  swamps^  unjil  the  position  was  reached  and  intrenched,  stretching 
from  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  on  Hatcher's  Eun,  westward  by  J.  Crow's 
house,  ilorth  of  the  Dabney  Mill  road,  crossing  that  road  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  its  termination  in  the  Boydton  plank,  and  con- 
necting with  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps  at  Mrs.  liainey's  in  the  angle 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  or  military  and  the  Boydton 
roads.  Mrs.  Eainey's  house  was  that  used  as  a  field  hospital  during  the 
corps'  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  27th  of  October  of  last  year. 

In  the  order  of  march  published  for  the  morning  of  the  29th,  it  was 
directed  that  a  medicine  and  an  army  wagon  to  each  brigade  and  one-half 
of  the  ambulances  would  be  permitted  to  accompany  th«J;roops,  and 
that  each  train  should  follow  in  rear  of  its  division;  but  as  the  road 
was  narrow,  and  a  rapid  movement  into  line  of  battle  expected  of  the 
troops,  which  trains  would  possibly  interfere  with,  the  order  was  modi- 
fied in  so  far  as  to  direct  the  trains  of  the  corps  to  remain  on  the  left 
bank  until  all  the  troops  and  artillery  had  passed  across.  After  the 
troops  had  assumed  line  of  battle  half  a  dozen  ambulances  were  for- 
warded to  the  immediate  rear  of  each  division,  while  the  hospital 
organization  remained  at  the  Ciimmings  house,  it  being  intended  to 
form  a  hospital  there  should  a  fight  take  place  on  the  line  first 
assumed;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  advance  of  the  troops 
rendered  a  corresponding  advance  necessary  on  the  part  of  tlie  trains. 
They  were  accordingly  moved  over  to  the  west  side  of  the  run, 
and  parked  to  await  events — the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  at  the 
"Chinijieys"  (the  romnins  of  !i  house),  in  an  open  space,  where  the  road 
leading  to  Dabuey's  Mill  leaves  the  Vaughau  road;  and  the  First  at  a 
wooden  building  on  the  main  road,  between  the  "  Chimneys"  and  the 
crossing  over  Gravelly  Run. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  twenty  of  our  ambulances  were  sent 
to  the  Fifth  Corps  field  hospital  to  aid  in  conveying  the  wounded  of 
that  command  to  Humphreys'  Station. 

On  the  succeeding  day  a  number  (about  100)  of  cavalrymen  from 
Sheridan's  command  were  admitted  into  the  Second  Division  hospital, 
dressed,  and  then  conveyed  across  the  run  for  railroad  transportation 
to  the  Point.  Very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  as  the  enemy 
were  discovered  in  heavy  force  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  First 
Division  of  this  command  was  moved  to  the  left  to  their  support,  the 
Third  and  Second  Divisions  extending  to  the  left,  to  occupy  the  vacated 
part  of  the  line.  The  hospital  of  the  First  Division  was  directed  to 
move  forward  frojn  the  Vaughan  road  to  a  clearance  ab(mt  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  Dabney  Mill  road,  on  the  north,  and  the  Quaker  road, 
on  the  west.  The  connnunications  between  this  clearance  and  the 
roads  and  between  them  and  the  front  were  veiy  free.  Immediately 
after  the  hospital  train  had  reached  this  point,  at  noon,  the  division 
became  heavily  engaged,  and  at  2  p.  m.  the  Third  Division  participated 
lightly.  The  wounded  were  brought  off  the  field  with  great  prompt- 
ness. The  hosi)ital  train  of  the  Third  Division,  at  midday,  was  ordered 
to  move  to  some  spot  near  the  position  o<!cupied  by  the  First,  but  it 
was  close  upon  midnight  before  it  succeeded  in  reaching  tliis  point. 
The  Vaughau  and  wood  roads  were  in  miserable  condition,  on  account 
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of  the  heavy  rains  of  the  previous  day,  and,  iu  addition  to  this,  they 
were  blocked  up  by  ammunition  and  other  heavy  wagons  tliat  had 
found  them  impassable  until  roughly  corduroyed.  The  wounded  of 
the  Third  Division,  however,  did  not  suffer  in  any  degree  from  the 
want  of  the  wagons.  They  were  treated  at  the  First  Division  hospital 
by  the  medical  officers  of  their  own  division  until  the  arrival  of  the 
train  permitted  them  to  form  an  establishment  of  their  own. 

The  Second  Division  hospital  remained  at  the  Chimneys,  as  this 
position  was  still  in  rear,  and  near  enougli  to  the  part  of  the  line  held 
by  the  troops  in  the  command. 

The  casualties  in  this  fight  were  recorded  as  follows : 
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No  casualties  occurred  in  the  medical  or  ambulance  departments. 
In  the  afternoon  arrangements  were  made  for  the  transportation  of  the 
wounded  to  City  Point.  The  medical  officers  were  instructed  to  have 
all  operations  performed  and  every  case  attended  to  and  ready  for 
transmission  to  the  rear  by  the  following  daybreak.  The  reserve  train 
of  ambulances,  that  which  general  orders  on  starting  from  the  fortifica- 
tions had  prohibited  us  from  taking  with  us,  were  sent  for,  in  order  to 
carry  the  wounded  to  Humphreys'  Station,  where  cars  were  expected 
to  be  ready  for  them  at  9  a.  m. 

ItespectfuUy  submitted. 

CHAELES  SMART, 
Asst.  Surg.,  JJ.  8.  Army,  Medical  Inspector,  Second  Army  Corps. 

Surg.  Thomas  A.  McParlin, 

Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Fotontac. 

Headqttabters  Seoond  Army  Corps, 

April  .i'0, 1865. 

Doctor  :  At  the  commencement  of  this  month  the  corps  formed  a 
line  of  battle  stretching  from  Hatcher's  Run,  on  the  right,  westward 
past  the  Crow  house,  the  Dabney  Jfill  road,  and  the  Raiiicy  house,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Quaker  and  Boydton  roads,  toward  the  White  Oak 
road,  where  it  connected  with  the  Fifth  Corps.  The  Second  Divis- 
ion was  on  the  right,  the  Third  held  the  center,  and  the  First  the  left. 
The  hospitals  were  situated— the  Second  on  the  Vaughan  road,  near 
Hatcher's  Run,  and  the  Third  and  First  at  apoint  some  distance  in  rear  of 
the  angle  formed  by  the  Dabney  Mill  and  Quaker  roads.  The  wounded 
from  the  engagement  of  the  31st  of  March,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  for 
that  month,  were  being  operated  on  with  all  diligence,  in  order  to  have 
them  in  proper  condition  by  daybreak  of  the  1st  instant  for  trans- 
mission to  Warren's  Station,  where  a  train  of  cars  was  to  be  awaiting 
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them  at  9  a.  m.  In  order  to  transport  them  to  the  station  the  reserve 
half  of  the  ambulances  had  been  ordered  up  from  the  Cummings  house, 
where  they  had  been  in  park  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  about  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
that  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  field  hospitals.  They  experienced 
much  delay  on  account  of  the  bottomless  condition  of  the  roads.  By 
the  time  they  arrived  the  wounded  had  all  been  properly  cared  for.  They 
were  immediately  loaded  up  and  dispatched  for  railroad  transportation 
to  the  Point.  In  the  meantime  some  changes  were  taking  place  in 
the  position  of  the  troops.  The  Fifth  Corps  moved  oft'  to  the  left  toward 
the  Five  Forks,  while  this  command  extended  toward  the  left  to  man 
the  part  of  the  line  left  unguarded  by  them.  No  fighting  took  place  dur- 
ing the  day,  but  toward  evening  and  during  the  succeeding  night  the 
heavy  cannonading  and  occasional  musketry  near  Petersburg  and  at 
the  Five  Forks  at  times  spread  so  as  to  engage  the  right  and  left  of  the 
corps  line  in  the  contest.  At  8  a.  m.  of  the  2d  instant  an  advance  of 
part  of  the  Third  Division  line  was  ordered,  with  the  effect  of  driving 
the  enemy  from  his  advanced  works,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Burgess' 
Mills,  and,  as  was  subsequently  found,  of  causing  an  evacuation  of  the 
main  line.  No  sooner  was  this  discovered  than  the  corps  was  started 
in  hot  pursuit.  The  First  Division,  on  the  left,  moved  toward  the  Cox 
road,  skirmishing  very  heavily  with  the  enemy,  so  closely  did  it  follow 
in  their  rear.  The  Third  Division  advanced  along  the  Boydton  road 
toward  Petersburg,  near  which  it  formed  a  line,  connecting  the  left  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  with  the  Appomattox  liiver.  The  hospital  of  this 
division  followed  in  rear  of  the  troops,  and  was  established  at  a  suitable 
point  on  the  road  in  rear  of  the  battle  line.  The  Second  Division, 
accompanied  by  its  field  hospital,  moved  from  the  position  in  front  of 
Dabuey's  Mill  to  the  Boydton  road,  and  thence  along  the  Cox  road  to 
Wells'  Church,  where  they  settled  for  the  night  near  the  bivouac  of  the 
First  Division,  which  had  here  rested  from  the  pursuit.  The  ambu- 
lances and  hospital  train  of  the  First  Division  had  followed  the  troops, 
carrying  the  wounded  along  as  they  picked  them  up  until  the  train 
being  loaded  they  were  compelled  to  halt  at  a  house,  Moody's,  where 
a  field  hospital  was  formed.  During  the  afternoon  and  evening  the 
wounded  from  the  division  were  carried  to  this  place  and  underwent 
the  necessary  treatment.  Two  hundred  and  sixteen  were  received  into 
this  hospital,  8  into  the  Second,  and  59  into  the  Third  Division  hos- 
pital; total  received  from  the  fight  on  April  2, 283.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3d,  part  of  the  reserve  ambulances  having  returned  from 
Warren's  Station,  a  train  was  formed  to  carry  these  cases  to  Petersburg 
for  railroad  transportation  to  the  depot  at  the  Point.  About  the  same 
time  the  Third  Division  joined  the  main  body  of  the  corps  at  Wells' 
Church,  having  vacated  the  position  in  front  of  Petersburg  assumed 
during  the  p.  m.  of  the  previous  day,  and  the  whole  command,  in  the 
order  Third,  First,  and  Second  Divisions,  followed  by  the  hospital 
wagons,  and  a  few  ambulances  that  were  not  required  to  carry  wounded 
to  the  city,  moved  westward  along  the  Namozine  road.  The  corps 
camped  for  the  night  near  Namozine  Church. 

On  the  following  morning  the  march  was  resumed,  but  before  pro- 
ceeding far  two  cavalry  divisions,  with  their  trains,  blocked  up  the  road 
in  ftont,  and  impeded  our  progress.  The  corps  camped  on  Deep  Eun. 
At  midnight  the  troops  were  again  on  the  move,  and  again  cavalry  and 
trains  interfered  with  the  advance.  By  8  a.  m.  the  road  was  clear  and 
the  corps  pushed  on  toward  Jetersville,  which  was  reached  early  in 
the  afternoon.  A  position  was  assumed  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps, 
temporary  works  were  thrown  up  and  the  men  bivouacked. 
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Next  morning  (6th  instant)  the  works  were  abandoned  and  an 
advance  toward  Amelia  Court- House  was  commenced,  in  progress  of 
which,  near  the  Sulphur  Springs,  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  column  was 
tound.  This  changed  the  direction  and  manner  of  the  march:  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  and  the  enemy  pursued  through  Deatonsville  toward 
High  Bridge,  on  the  Appomattox.  The  rear  of  the  enemy  was  engaged 
unremittingly  until  8  p.  m.,  when  the  corps  bivouacked  on  Sailor's  liun 
where  a  large  portion  of  the  rebel  wagon  and  ambulance  trains  had 
been  captured.  The  hospital  of  the  First  Division  was  established 
early  in  the  day  at  Amelia  Springs,  those  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  at  a  house  (Vaughan)  about  a  mile  from  this.  There  were 
collected  into  the  First  Division  sixty  cases,  into  the  Third  Division 
hospital,  170;  total,  230;  but  25  of  these  were  rebels  and  a  dozen  Union 
cavalrymen.    The  Second  Division  had  none  wounded. 

In  the  evening  all  the  ambulances  that  could  be  spared  from  the  ad- 
vance reported  to  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals,  in  order  to  carry 
as  many  as  possible  of  the  cases  to  Burke's  Station  ( Burke ville,  Notto- 
way County),  where  a  depot  army  hospital  had  been  formed,  but  they 
were  insufBcient  to  carry  all  away.  Medical  department  supplies  were 
left  with  the  cases  that  had  to  be  left  for  the  present  at  these  field 
hospitals  and  suitable  attendance  and  surgical  skill  provided  them. 
No  systematic  assignment  of  commissary  supplies  was  made  to  the 
surgeon  detailed  in  charge,  as  most  of  his  patients  had  more  or  less  in 
their  haversacks,  and  as  both  at  the  Springs  and  the  Vaughan  house 
there  was  a  supply  of  corn  meal,  and  freah  beef  could  be  had  for  the 
shooting. 

At  High  Bridge,  on  the  following  morning,  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
was  again  struck,  and  skirmishing  recommenced.  Fighting  continued 
with  more  or  less  activity  until  about  9  p.  m.,  when  the  corps  bivouacked 
near  Farmville,  on  the  right  of  the  army — the  Second  Division  on  the 
right  of  the  corps  front,  the  First  in  the  center,  and  the  Third  connect- 
ing with  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  During  the  early  part  of  this 
day's  running  fight  no  hospitals  were  established,  but  the  wounded 
were  carried  along  after  the  advance  until,  when  near  Farmville,  the 
enemy  made  a  determined  stand ;  then  field  hospitals  were  formed  about 
one  mile  and  a  half  in  rear  of  the  battle  line,  at  the  Brooks  house.  The 
cases  received  here  numbered  as  follows:  First  Division,  150;  Second 
Division,  24;  Third  Division,  35;  total,  209.  These  were  operated 
on  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  dispatched  to  the  depot  at 
Burkeville  in  a  train,  consisting  of  some  Ninth  Corps  ambulances 
that  had  reported  to  aid  the  medical  department  of  this  corps,  some 
captured  rebel  ambulances,  and  a  few  of  those  belonging  to  this  com- 
mand that  could  be  spared  from  the  front  in  view  of  the  speedy  return 
of  those  sent  from  Amelia  Springs  to  the  Junction  on  the  previous  day. 
In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  their  Farmville  defenses, 
the  troops  were  advancing  in  pursuit  through  Buckingham  County, 
but  they  did  not  overtake  the  enemy  so  as  to  engage  him.  At  mid- 
night they  bivouacked  about  a  mile  west  of  New  Store.  After  settling 
in  camp  for  the  night  commissary  stores  were  issued,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing the  empty  wagons  were  started  for  the  Vaughan  house,  to  carry  to 
Burke's  Station  the  sick  and  wounded  left  there  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  6th  by  the  Third  Division,  but,  as  was  afterward  ascertained,  these 
wagons  were  not  required.  Some  ambulances  belonging  to  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps  had  already  picked  them  up  and  transporteid  them  to  the 
depot. 
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On  the  9th,  although  within  striking  distance  of  the  enemy,  no  fight- 
ing took  place,  on  account  of  the  negotiations  then  in  progress  between 
the  commanders  of  the  two  armies,  which  terminated,  on  the  afternoon 
of  that  day,  in  the  surrender  of  Lee's  forces.    The  campaign  was  over. 

No  casualties  are  reported  in  the  medical  department  of  the  corps. 
Inthe  ambulance corpsone  sergeant  belongingto  the  First  Division  train 
was  slightly  wounded.  The  casualties  during  the  mouth,  according  to 
reports  rendered  by  regimental  surgeons,  were: 
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If  to  these  be  added  the  numbers  yielded  by  the  engagement  of 
March  31  the  losses  of  the  corps  during  the  campaign  will  figure: 
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No  accidents  occurred  from  chloroform  administration  during  the 
month.  On  the  11th  instant,  as  the  troops  were  under  orders  to  report  to 
Burkeville,  the  few  severe  cases  of  sickness  in  the  command  were  placed 
in  ambulances  and  sent  on  ahead,  that  they  might  avoid  the  fatigue  and 
the  discomfort  of  the  delays  incident  to  transportation  in  rear  of  their 
commands.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  march  was  commenced, 
and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant  the  corps  went  into  camp  in 
the  angle  formed  by  the  Lynchburg  load  and  that  leading  to  Danville. 
The  Third  Division  formed  camp  near  the  foimer  road,  the  First  near 
the  latter,  while  the  Second  occupied  the  center.  The  march  to  this 
place  was  not  hurriedly  eftected,  but  it  was  very  fatiguing  to  the  men. 
The  delays  experienced  on  account  of  the  bad  character  of  the  roads, 
the  labor  required  to  improve  them,  and  the  exposure  to  the  rain,  which 
fell  almost  unremittingly  during  the  march,  had  considerable  influence 
in  inducing  that  increased  sickness  in  the  command  which  showed 
itself  immediately  after  settling  in  camp.  The  men  were  quartered  in 
shelter-tents,  which  they  had  raised  from  the  ground  on  uprights  about 
a  foot  and  a  half  high.    The  bunk  or  bed  place  in  each  was  likewise 
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raised.  Those  legiineuts  encaiu])e(l  in  the  open  ground  where  there 
was  iu>  shade  built  arbors  over  their  quarters  for  protectiou  from  the 
heat. 

The  First  Division  had  an  excellent  location  on  an  irregular  ground, 
drained  thoroughly  well  by  nature ;  water  was  abundant  and  good.  The 
soil  on  which  the  Second  Division  was  settled  Avas  more  retentive  of 
moisture,  bnt  one  that  could  have  been  well  drained  had  the  probability 
of  a  prolonged  stay  or  the  character  of  the  weather  rendered  it  neces- 
sary, (iood  water  was  scarce  in  this  vicinity;  tlie ditterent  regimental 
commands  had  dug  wells,  but  the  water  obtained  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  surface  was  not  clear,  and,  except  when  freshly  drawn,  had  a 
surface-water  taste.  The  Third  Division  was  situated  in  a  belt  of 
woods;  watt'r  was  plentiful  and  good  in  the  ravines.  The  division  field 
hospitals  were  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  commands  upon 
good  sites.    The  following  represent  their  constitution  at  this  time: 
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FirstDivisiou Good.    Good.    Good 
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The  following  is  a  consolidated  monthly  report  of  sick  and  wounded 
treated  in  the  field  hospitals  during  April,  1805 : 


lieraainingin 

hospital  JJarcli 

31,  1SG5. 


Hospital. 


First  DiTision 

Second  Division- .  - ! 

Third  Divisiiiu ' 

Artillery  Brigade  -j 


Admitted  since  March  HI ,  1»6."). 


EnlistKil    I       other 
men.       j      corps. 
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Sent  to     ' 
depot  army 
hospitals. 

Keturned 
to  duty. 

Died. 

Kemainiiig  io 

tospital  on  April 

30, 1865. 

Hospital. 
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14 

1^ 
2 

9 
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82 

63 
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2 

1.017 

Seroiid  Division 

360 

i 

■2 

82S 

10 

Total . 

311 

1,294  ' 

295 

5 

2 

40 

2 

44 

247 

16 

263 

2,212 

During  the  remainder  of  the  month — that  is,  from  the  14th  instant — 
the  sickness  in  the  command  experienced  an  increase,  not  so  much  in 
the  number  taken  sick  as  in  the  gravity  of  the  cases.  The  diarrhea, 
the  prevailing  disease,  became  very  obstinate,  and  was  accompanied 
\\ith.  very  great  and  rapidly  increasing  prostration,  resembling  the  dis- 
ease as  seen  during  the  Peninsular  campaign  of  1862.  The  fatigues  of 
recent  aqtive  service,  the  bad  water  in  the  Second  Division,  but  more 
than  all,  1  believe  to  be  the  origin  of  this,  the  lack  of  vegetables.  Since 
camp  near  Hatcher's  Run  was  broken  up  until  the  present  time  only 
one  or  two  rations  of  i)otatoes  have  been  issued,  and  none  of  any  other 
vegetables,  except  to  a  portion  of  the  command  a  small  quantity  of 
beans.  This  has  been  all,  a  quantity  insufficient  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  scorbutic  symptoms.  No  "well-marked"  cases  of  scurvy  are 
recorded  by  the  medical  officers,  except  in  one  or  two  instances  of  men 
recently  returned  from  Southern  prisons.  Following  the  diarrhea,  in 
order  of  importance,  was  pneumonia.  In  the  Second  Division  hospital 
a  number  of  cases  of  measles  were  treated.  The  disease  was  brought 
to  camp  by  some  recruits.  Two  cases  of  smallpox  occurred,  one  having 
contracted  the  disease  at  City  Point  depot,  the  other  at  the  Burkeville 
army  hospital.  They  were  immediately  isolated,  and  are  progressing 
favorably. 

On  the  20th  instant  a  train  of  twelve  ambulances  was  dispatched  to 
Amelia  Court-House  with  supplies  lor  some  wounded  rebels  quartered 
there,  and  to  transport  such  of  them  as  were  in  proper  condition  to 
endure  it  to  the  Farmville  hospital.  On  the  29th  the  Confederate 
hospital  at  Farmville,  under  charge  of  Surg.  O.  J.  Evans,  Fortieth 
New  York  Volunteers,  having  been  ordered  to  report  to  the  medical 
director,  Second  Corps,  a  train  of  ambulances  was  sent  in  order  to 
carry  a  hundred  of  the  inmates  that  were  so  far  recovered  from  their 
wounds  as  to  be  able  to  travel  to  their  homes,  which  were  reported 
to  be  in  or  near  Petersburg,  Va.  They  were  brought  to  Burkeville  and 
placed  on  the  cars  for  the  city.  On  the  same  night  3,00Q  rations 
were  ordered  out  to  supply  the  necessities  of  those  still  remaining  in 
hos])ital,  650  in  number,  of  whom  twenty-seven  were  Union  men  unable 
to  be  removed  on  account  of  the  character  of  their  wounds. 
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The  following  represents  the  sick  rate  of  the  corps  for  the  month  of 
April,  1865: 
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THIRD   DIVISION. 
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Eespectfiilly  submitted. 

CHAllLES    SMART, 
Asst.  Surg.,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector,  Second  Army  Corps. 
Surg.  Thomas  A.  McPaelin,  U.  S.  Army, 

Colonel  and  Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  24, 


Report  of  Cnpt.  John  G.  Pelton,  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Infantry,  Chief 

of  Ambulances. 

Headquarters  Second  Akmy  (Jorps, 

Office  Chief  of  Ambulances, 

April  X'O,  1865. 
Doctor  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Ambulance  Corps,  Second  Army  Corps,  during  the  recent 
successful  campaign : 

On  the  evening  of  March  27  [28]  orders  were  received  to  be  ready  to 
move  at  C  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  the  28th  [29th],  with  one- 
half  of  the  ambulances  of  each  division,  one  medical  wagon  and  one 
army  wagon  to  each  brigade,  and  one  additional  wagon  to  each  division 
for  the  transportation  of  forage.  The  trains  were  ordered  to  follow  iu 
roar  of  their  respective  divisions.  The  balance  of  the  trains  of  the 
corps  were  ordered  to  be  jiarked  near  the  Cummings  house,  all  to  be 
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ill  charge  of  Lieutenant  McCarthy,  of  the  First  Division  train.  His 
instructions  were  to  report  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps  and 
accompany  the  general  trains. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  28th  [29th  J  the  trains  luoved  out  on  the  Vaughan 
road  ill  accordance  with  tlie  orders  leceived.  Upon  arriving  at  Hum- 
phreys' Station  it  was  found  that  the  corps  had  not  as  yet  moved  out; 
consequently  the  trains  were  parked  in  tlie  open  lield  near  the  station 
until  the  troops  moved  out,  when  it  was  found,  at  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Eun,  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  the  trains  to  follow 
in  rear  of  their  division,  as  the  roads  were  narrow  and  it  was  not 
exactly  known  how  soon  the  enemy  would  be  found,  and  at  the  request 
of  Major-General  Humphreys  tlie  trains  were  halted  and  parked  in  an 
open  held  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  until  the  corps  had  crossed. 
The  stretcher  men,  however,  all  crossed  with  their  commands.  On  the 
29th  [30th]  the  trains  were  ordered  to  cross,  and,  in  accordance  with 
orders,  parked  at  a  place  knoAvu  as  the  "  Three  Chimneys,"  where  a 
hospital  was  established.  During  its  stay  at  this  place  ail  the  drivers 
were  engaged  in  building  roads  to  the  front. 

On  the  evening  of  tlie  30th  [29tli]  orders  were  received  to  send  twenty 
ambulances  to  assist  the  Fifth  Cordis  in  removing  their  wounded.  Lieu- 
tenant LiHibridge,  of  the  Second  Division  train,  was  detailed  to  take 
command  of  the  twenty-one  ambulances  that  went  to  the  Fifth  Corps, 
assisted  by  a  sergeant  from  each  division  train.  Lieutenant  LiHibridge 
reached  the  Fifth  Corps  hospital  a  little  before  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  31st  [30th],  and  loaded  his  ambulances  and  ])roceeded  to  Hum- 
phreys' Station.  After  unloading  the  wounded  he  rejoined  his  com- 
mand on  the  evening  of  the  31st  [30tli].  During  the  afternoon  of  the 
31st  Lieutenant  Callanen,  of  the  Second  Division  train,  received  orders 
from  Doctor  McParlin,  medical  director,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  remove 
the  wounded  of  the  cavalry,  which  were  at  that  time  in  tlie  Second 
Division  hospital.  For  this  purpose  seventeen  ambulances  were  sent 
to  Humphreys'  Station.  In  the  meantime  orders  were  given  him  that 
if  he  needed  more  ambulances  to  send  for  his  reserve  train,  which  he 
did.  During  this  day  the  First  Division  was  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
Ambulances  were  sent  to  the  front  and  the  Avounded  were  conveyed  to 
the  hos])itals  which  were  established  near  the  Vaughan  road.  During 
this  day  twenty-four  ambulances  of  the  First  Division  Avere  sent  to 
Warren's  Station  with  wounded,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Clark, 
First  DiA'isiou  ambulance  corps.  Lieutenant  Paxtou,  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion train,  also  took  ten  of  the  First  Division,  nine  of  the  Second 
Division,  and  sixteen  of  the  Third  Division  loaded  with  Avounded  to 
Warren's  Station. 

April  1 ,  Lieutenant  Clark  reported  back  with  his  train,  which  had 
been  to  tlie  station,  and  from  thence  followed  the  division  with  nine 
ambulances.  On  this  day  Lieutenant  Chase,  of  tlie  First  DiA'ision, 
joined  the  command  Avith  twenty-four  ambulances,  four  medical  Avagons, 
and  five  army  wagons;  Lieutenant  Chase  having  been  on  leave  of 
absence.  Lieutenant  Paxton  also  joined  the  command  with  the  train 
he  had  taken  to  Warren's  Station. 

April  2,  the  First  Division  was  heavily  engaged,  and  the  train 
employed  in  removing  the  Avounded  to  the  hospital  Avhich  had  been 
established  at  the  Moody  house.  Lieutenant  L*axton  followed  the 
division  Avith  nine  ambulances  to  the  Sullivan  lumse,  near  the  South 
Side  llailroad,  and  the  whole  night  was  employed  in  carrying  wounded 
of  the  First  Division  from  the  Moody  and  Sullivan  houses  to  the  Boyd- 
t<.in  plank  road. 
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April  3,  Lieutenant  Chase,  with  eight  ambulances  and  the  hospital 
train,  joined  the  division  at  the  Sullivan  house  and  followed  the  troops. 
Lieutenant  Clark,  with  the  remaining  thirty  five  ambulances  and  ten 
of  the  Third  Division  loaded  with  wounded,  left  the  hospital  for  War- 
ren's Station.  The  roads  being  very  heavy  several  animals  died  on 
the  march  from  exhaustion. 

Ajiril  4,  the  remaining  train  followed  in  the  rear  of  tlic  corps,  heavily 
laden  with  sick. 

April  5,  the  trains  followed  the  corps  with  sick;  no  wounded  to 
take  up  on  this  day. 

April  6,  broke  camp  at  daylight,  and  followed  the  troops  near  to 
Amelia  Springs,  where  they  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The 
trains  were  immediately  ordered  to  the  Springs.  The  wounded  of  the 
First  and  Third  Divisions  were  brought  to  the  Springs  house  by  the 
stretcher-bearers  until  the  ambulances  arrived,  and  then  it  was  not 
deemed  proper  to  send  many  ambulances  to  the  front  on  account  of  the 
road  being  narrow  and  on  each  side  dense  woods,  and  in  case  of  a  ret- 
rograde movement  of  the  troops  the  train  would,  of  course,  be  in  the 
way;  therefore  they  remained  at  the  Springs  house  until  the  troops  had 
advanced  some  miles,  when  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  were  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  The  Second  Division  being  on  the  extreme  right  and 
finding  no  enemy,  the  train  of  the  Second  Division  was  not  engaged, 
therefore  they  were  ordered  to  assist  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  in 
removing  their  wounded,  wliicli  they  did.  The  corps  having  advanced 
several  miles,  it  was  found  that  the  number  of  ambulances  present 
was  not  adequate  to  the  demand,  consequently  a  hospital  was  estab- 
lished for  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  at  the  Vaughan  house,  which 
relieved  the  ambulances  and  stretchermen  very  materially.  The  corps 
still  advanced,  and  at  night  encamped  near  Sailor's  Creek.  The  trains 
bringing  the  wounded  from  Amelia  Springs  parked  near  corps  head- 
quarters. 

On  the  7th  Lieutenant  Clark,  of  the  First  Division  train,  Avas  ordered 
to  proceed  with  twenty-seven  ambulances  loaded  with  wounded  to 
Burkeville  Junction.  Tliere  were  also  fifteen  ambulances  of  the  Second 
Division  sent  to  Burkeville  Avith  wounded  of  the  Third  Division,  and 
all  of  the  ambulances  but  seven  of  the  Third  Division  were  sent  to 
Burkeville  with  wounded.  Upon  arriving  at  High  Bridge  quite  a 
number  of  wounded  were  found  belonging  to  the  Second  Division. 
Here  nine  ambulances  were  loaded  and  ordered  to  join  the  train  which 
had  started  for  Burkeville  about  half  an  hour  before;  the  remainder  of 
the  train  followed  the  corps.  Upon  advaiicing  about  a  mile  beyond 
the  Brooks  house  the  First  Division  became  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
as  also  did  the  Third  Division.  During  the  day  a  hospital  was  estab- 
lished at  the  Brooks  house  and  the  wounded  were  speedily  removed  to 
the  hospital,  in  consideration  of  the  number  of  ambulances  we  had  to 
work  with,  the  greater  portion  being  moved  by  the  stretchermen,  who 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  courage  and  endurance,  this  being  the 
fourth  day  they  had  been  without  rations,  which  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  ambulance  officers  or  the  commissary  department.  The  supply 
train  did  not  have  suflcient  amount  of  rations  to  issue  to  all  detach- 
ments; therefore  the  ambulance  corps  was  left  to  take  care  of  itself, 
which  it  did  in  a  very  creditable  manner. 

April  8,  having  left  quite  a  number  of  wounded  at  the  Vaughan  house, 
we  were  informed  that  the  Ninth  Corps  ambulances  were  ordered  to 
assist  us  in  removing  them,  whereupon  Lieutenant  Crawlev,  of  the 
Second  Division  train,  Avas  ordered  to  High  Bridge  to  meet  them  and 
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conduct  tliem  to  the  above-mentioned  house.  Upon  his  arrival  at 
High  Bridge  nothing  could  be  found  of  them,  but  after  running  about 
the  country  for  an  hour  he  succeeded  in  finding  tliem.  In  the  meantime 
all  the  ambulances  except  eleven  of  the  corps  were  loaded  with  the 
wounded  which  were  at  the  Brooks  house  and  sent  to  Burkeville, 
Lieutenant  Clark,  First  Division,  in  charge.  On  this  day  Lieut.  T.  C. 
Chase,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan,  commanding  First  Division  ambulance 
train,  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  train  on  the  grounds  of  incompe- 
tency. 

On  the  9th  the  hospital  train,  with  eleven  ambulances,  was  ordered 
to  follow  in  rear  of  the  corps.  The  inarch  this  day  was  not  severe,  the 
trains  having  scarcely  moved  out  of  park  before  a  halt  was  ordered,  it 
having  been  announced  that  General  K.  E.  Lee  had  surrendered  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 

On  the  10th  a  train  was  made  up  and  loaded  with  sick  and  a  few 
wounded  and  went  to  Burkeville.  Lieutenant  Page,  of  the  Second 
Division  train,  took  charge,  and  was  ordered  to  remain  at  the  station 
until  the  cori)s  arrived  there. 

On  the  11th  took  up  our  line  of  march  toward  New  Store,  the  ambu- 
lances and  hospital  train  following  in  rear  of  the  corps. 

On  the  12th  marched  from  New  Store  to  Farmville,  trains  following 
in  the  same  order  as  the  day  previous. 

The  13th  marched  from  Farmville  to  Old  Burkeville. 

On  the  14th  selected  camp  for  the  trains,  the  blacksmith  and  car- 
penters being  engaged  in  repairing  the  trains,  which  were  A'^ery  much 
in  need  of  repairs. 

There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  record  from  the  14th  to  the  20th, 
except  that  the  trains  are  being  put  in  serviceable  condition  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  are  now  ready  for  service. 

Second  Lieut.  James  H.  Griggs,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New 
York  Volunteers,  commanding  ambulances  First  Division;  Second 
Lieutenant  Clark,  First  Division ;  Lieutenant  Callanen,  One  hundred 
and  sixty-fourth  New  Tork  Volunteers,  commanding  ambulances  Sec- 
ond Division;  Lieut.  J.  E.  Pancoast,  commanding  ambulances  Third 
Division;  Lieutenant  Painter,  Third  Division,  and  the  stretchermen 
of  the  entire  command  deserve  great  credit  for  the  untiring  energy 
displayed  in  the  speedy  removal  of  the  wounded.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  casualties  and  losses  during  the  campaign:* 

I  am,  doctor,  very  rcpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  '       J      1  JOHN  G.  PELTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  of  Amhulances,  Second  Army  Corps. 

Surg.  Chakles  Page,  U.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Director,  Second  Army  Corps. 


No.  2i. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Mnj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 

First  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  20, 1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  during  the  late  campaign : 

March  29,  at  G  a.  m.  left  camp  in  breast- works  near  the  Squirrel  Level 
road,  crossed  Hatcher's  Kun  at  8.30,  marched  toward  Gravelly  Bun  on 

*  Shows  1  man  wounded,  30  horses  and  mules  died,  and  1  ambulance  abandoned. 
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the  Vauffliau  road,  and  formed  line  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Division, 
the  left  flank  resting  on  the  run.  Scouting  parties  were  sent  out  at  dif- 
ferent points,  who  ascertained  the  position  of  the  enemy's  skirmish  hue 
to  be  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  in  my  front.  At  3.10  p.  m. 
my  division  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  through  swamps  and  dense 
woods,  about  two  miles,  when,  communication  having  been  established 
with  the  Fifth  Corps  on  my  left,  I  halted  at  dark  and  bivouacked. 

March  30,  advanced  at  0  a.  m.  in  line  of  battle,  as  on  the  previous 
day,  through  an  almost  impassable  country,  and  halted  at  9  a.  m.  to 
reform  my  line  along  the  Dabney's  Mill  road.  At  3  p.  m.  advanced  to 
the  road  leading  from  the  Crow  house  to  the  Boydton  plank  road,  with 
my  left  resting  at  the  latter  and  connecting  with  the  Fifth  Corps.  The 
Second  Brigade  was  sent  to  corduroy  the  Dabney's  Mill  road,  which, 
o^ing  to  the  heavy  rain,  was  in  a  very  bad  condition.  Temporary 
works  were  thrown  up  .and  the  command  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

March  31,  at  2.30  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  relieve  the  line  occupied 
by  the  Fifth  Corps  on  my  left  as  soon  as  I  should  be  relieved  by  troops 
of  the  Third  Division  from  the  line  I  then  held.  At  u  a.  m.,  therefore, 
I  moved  my  command  to  the  left,  across  the  Boydton  road,  and  occupied 
the  breast-works  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  Third  and  Fourth  Brigades 
being  in  the  return  line  along  the  Boydton  road.  At  10.30  a.  m.  the 
troops  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  thus  relieved  by  me,  passed  through  my 
line  to  my  front  and  left,  entered  the  woods,  and  soon  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  The  enemy  apparently  assumed  the  offensive  and 
attacked  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  flanks  of  both  tlie  contending  parties 
being  presented  to  me.  They  were  covered,  however,  by  Licking  14nn, 
upon  which  the  enemy  evidently  relied  for  protection.  The  Fifth  Corps 
was  being  rai)idly  pressed  back  toward  the  Gravelly  Run  bridge  on  the 
Boydton  road.  Large  numbers  of  men  of  the  Fifth  Cori)s  straggled  back 
in  disorder  through  the  lines  of  tlie  Fourth  Brigade,  and  a  guard  from 
that  brigade  was  deployed  in  rear  of  my  position  to  stop  them  and  turn 
them  back.  At  about  12.30  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from  Major-General 
Humphreys  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  Fifth  Corps  troops,  then  engaged. 
The  Third  and  Fourth  Brigades  wore  immediately  advanced  in  line  of 
battle  across  the  creek  above  mentioned,  the  Second  Brigade  in"  re- 
serve, and  attacked  the  enemy  directly  in  flank  and  rear.  His  force 
was  found  to  consist  of  three  lines  of  battle.  This  attack,  striking  the 
enemy  so  suddenly  and  unexijectedly,  completely  routed  them.  They 
gave  way  in  perfect  confusion.  The  two  brigades  advanced  steadily, 
sweeping  down  the  entire  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  driving  the  enemy 
before  them  until  3.30  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  White  Oak  road  was 
crossed  by  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  and  the  enemy  liaving  taken 
to  his  intrenchments  the  pursuit  was  discontinued.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  action,  when  the  Third  and  Fourth  Brigades  attacked,  1  directed 
the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  of  the  First  Brigade,  to  charge 
upon  the  enemy's  line  of  works,  as  I  was  convinced  from  observation, 
corroborated  by  reports  of  prisoners,  that  it  was  entirely  unoccupied. 
Instead  of  carrying  out  the  order  the  regiment  obliqued  so  far  to 
the  left  that  it  struck  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade,  then  engaged, 
and  the  opportunity  was  lost.  The  remainder  of  the  First  Brigade 
advanced  immediately  afterward  and  continued  the  line  to  the  right 
and  rear.  At  this  time  the  Third  Brigade  was  yet  advancing,  driving 
the  enemy  rapidly,  capturing  numerous  prisoners,  and  in  the  One  hun- 
dredth and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers,  a  battle-flag.  Their 
advance  created  a  gap  between  their  right  and  the  left  of  tlie  First  Bri- 
gade, and  the  Second  Brigade  was  therefore  brought  from  its  position 
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in  reserve  and  placed  in  line  to  fill  the  vacancy.  It  was  now  found 
that  the  enemy,  being  driven  by  the  Third  and  Fourth  Brigades,  had 
retreated  to  their  works  and  had  reformed  in  tliem.  The  works  were 
protected  m  front  by  an  almost  impassable  slashing,  and  it  was  found 
impossible  to  take  them  with  the  force  available.  We  were  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  White  Oak  road,  but  in  order  to  secure  it  had  been 
obliged  to  move  so  far  to  the  left  that  our  right  flank  was  entirely 
unprotected,  and  a  movement  to  the  right  became  necessary  in  order 
to  connect  the  lines.  I  therefore  moved  the  entire  division  by  the 
right  flank  until  a  connection  was  made  with  General  De  Trobriand's 
brigade,  of  the  Third  Division.  The  Fifth  Corps  then  moved  up,  con- 
nected upon  my  left,  and  took  possession  of  the  White  Oak  road. 
Breast-works  were  thrown  up  and  the  command  bivouacked. 

April  1,  at  3.30  a.  m.  the  command  moved  back  to  the  position  on 
the  Boydton  road  occupied  the  previous  day  by  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Brigades,  the  left  extending  toward  Gravelly  Eun  bridge.  Remained 
in  this  position  until  about  5.30  p.  m.,  when  I  received  orders  to 
advance  again  and  occupy  the  White  Oak  road,  which  was  done. 
Remained  in  this  position  until  11  p.  m.,  frequent  demonstrations  being 
made  upon  the  enemy's  line.  At  11  o'clock  the  division  marched,  via 
White  Oak  road,  to  the  vicinity  of  Five  Forks,  and  reported  for  duty  to 
Major-Gencral  Sheridan ;  bivouacked. 

April  2,  at  7.30  a.  m.  moved  n])on  the  AVhite  Oak  road  to  the  point 
left  the  previous  night.  The  picket-line  left  here  by  me  the  night  pre- 
vious had  in  the  meantime,  by  orders,  fallen  back.  At  9  a.  m.  the 
enemy  abandoned  his  works,  and  they  were  im.inediately  occupied  by 
my  men.  The  pursuit  of  the  enemy  was  at  once  commenced,  and  he 
was  followed  closely  to  a  point  near  Sutherland's  Station,  where  he  was 
found  in  position  behind  breast-works  with  artillery.  The  Second  and 
Third  Brigades  were  immediately  ordered  to  charge  the  position,  and 
they  advanced  promptly  to  the  attack,  but  owing  to  the  natural 
strength  of  the  position  and  the  diflicult  nature  of  the  ground  inter- 
vening the  assault  was  unsuccessful.  It  was  in  this  attack  that 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Madill,  conjmanding  Third  Brigade,  was 
wounded  severely,  while  gallantly  urging  his  men  forward  to  the 
enemy's  works.  At  12.30  p.  m.  a  second  assault  was  made  by  the  Third 
Brigade,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  MacDougall  having  been  placed  in 
command.  The  artillery  of  the  division  had  at  this  time  come  up,  and 
being  placed  in  position  assisted  in  the  attack  by  a  vigorous  shelling 
of  the  enemy's  line.  This  attack  was  also  repulsed,  the  enemy  being 
able  to  concentrate  his  force  opposite  any  threatened  point.  Tlie  bri- 
gade was  withdrawn  to  its  former -position — a  crest  about  800  yards 
from  that  occupied  by  tlie  enemy.  I  now  determined  to  carry  the  posi- 
tion by  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  flank.  A  strong  skirmish  line  was 
pushed  forward  u]ion  the  extreme  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  overlap- 
])ing  it  and  threatening  the  railroad.  Indeed,  a  i)ortion  of  this  skirmish 
line  was  on  tlie  railroad  at  1.10  o'clock.  The  attention  ot  the  enemy 
being  thus  diverted  from  his  left  flank,  the  Fourth  Brigade  (Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Ramsey)  was  moved  rapidly  around  it  through  a 
ravine  and  wood,  and  massed  in  the  woods  Avithout  being  discovered 
by  the  enemy.  At  2.45  p.  m.  the  brigade  advanced  at  double  quick, 
with  a  hearty  cheer  and  in  magnificent  order,  striking  the  enemy  in 
flank,  and  sweeping  rapidly  down  inside  the  breast- works,  capturing  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  and  putting  to  precipitous  flight  the  remainder. 
That  portion  of  the  enemy  who  escaped  were  driven  to  the  woods  near 
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the  river,  Tvhere  tliey  were  jiicked  up  the  next  morning.  Captain 
Clark's  battery  (B),  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  rendered  great  assistance 
in  this  attack  by  keeping  up  a  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire  upon  the 
enemy.  The  division  captured  600  x)risoners,  1  battle-flag,  and  2  pieces 
of  artillery.  As  I  was  directed  by  General  Sheridan  to  drive  the 
enemy  toward  Petersburg,  I  advanced  in  that  direction  by  the  Eiver  and 
the  South  Side  roads  about  two  miles,  when  I  was  met  by  the  Second 
Division,  who  were  moving  on  the  latter  road  in  the  opposite  direction. 
I  therefore  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Sutherland's  Station  toward 
evening,  disposed  my  troops  so  as  to  hold  the  railroad,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

April  3,  marched  from  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the  liiver  and  Nanio- 
zine  roads,  to  near  Winticomack  Creek,  and  bivouacked. 

April  4,  marched  on  Namozlne  road  to  Deep  Oeek,  and  bivouacked 
at  7  p.  m.  During  the  march  of  this  day  the  Third  Brigade  was  ordered 
back  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  trains,  the  roads  being  in  very  bad 
condition. 

April  5,  at  1  a.  m.  resumed  the  march,  crossing  Deep  Creek  at  G  a.  m., 
and  arrived  at  Jetersville  about  3  p.  m.  Took  up  position  west  of  the 
railroad  and  on  the  left  of  the  corps,  facing  northward,  and  bivouacked. 

April  6,  marched  northward  toward  Amelia  Court-House  at  5.30  a. 
m.,  preceded  by  a  skirmish  line  connecting  with  the  Second  Division. 
When  passing  to  the  east  of  Amelia  Springs  some  sconts  discovered 
the  «'nemy's  wagon  train,  accompanied  by  a  column  of  infantry,  moving 
rapidly  to  our  left  toward  Deatonsville.  This  was  at  once  reported  and 
the  direction  of  the  column  changed,  the  artillery  at  the  same  time 
keeping  up  a  hot  fire  upon  the  enemy's  column  and  train.  Their  rear 
had  passed  before  the  division  could'  be  got  across  Flat  Creek  to  attack 
them,  although  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Volunteers  skirmishers 
effected  a  crossing  at  Amelia  Springs  in  time  to  become  engaged  in  a 
spirited  skirmish.  The  pursuit  of  tlie  enemy  was  continued  all  that 
day,  the  troops  moving  in  line  of  battle,  over  all  kinds  of  ground,  pre- 
ceded by  a  long  and  heavy  skirmish  line,  the  line  being  always  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  The  skirmishers  were  almost  constantly  engaged 
with  the  rear  guard  of  the  em>my,  but  the  great  length  of  the  line 
enabled  us  to  expel  them  from  all  their  positions  by  overlapping  their 
flank.  At  one  position  taken  up  they  were  successfully  charged  by 
the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  and  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  who  captured  100  ]>risoners.  Whenever  it  appeared  prob- 
able tliat  the  enemy  might  check  us,  the  skirmish  line  was  re-enforced 
by  a  regiment  habitually  on  the  right.  Proceeding  in  this  manner  we 
advanced  rapidly  in  Ihie  about  sixteen  miles,  being  often  in  sight  of  the 
wagon  train  of  the  enemy,  and  capturing  a  great  many  prisoners. 
Upon  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Sailor's  Creek,  at  about  sunset,  the 
enemy  were  found  strongly  posted,  on  a  commanding  ridge  of  ground 
covering  the  crossing  of  the  creek,  evidently  determined  to  make  a 
fight  in  order  to  gain  time  for  the  crossing  of  his  train.  I  gave  orders 
for  the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Scott)  to  take  the  position.  The  brigade 
advanced  splendidly,  charged  with  a  cheer,  and  drove  the  enemy  in 
perfect  confusion  into  and  across  the  creek,  ca])turing  2  guns,  4  colors 
his  entire  train  of  about  250  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.,  together  with 
mules,  horses,  and  all  appurtenances,  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
The  Third  Brigade  (General  MacDougall)  followed  closely  on  the  right  of 
the  P'irst,  crossed  the  stream  at  once,  drove  the  enemy  from  the  other 
side,  and  possessed  themselves  of  the  crest.    The  First  Brigade  then 
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crossed  aud  -went  into  position  on  the  otber  side  also.  The  Fourth  and 
Second  Brigades  were  moved  down  to  the  bank  of  the  creek  Avithout 
crossing,  aud  at  8  p.  m.  tlie  command  bivouacked.  The  captures  by 
the  division  on  this  day  were  5  flags,  3  guns,  the  enemy's  train,  and 
several  hundred  prisoners. 

April  7,  at  C  a.  m.  marched  from  Sailor's  Creek  to  the  Appomattox 
River,  at  High  Bridge.  On  our  arrival  at  that  point  the  skirmishers  of 
the  Second  Division  had  crossed  the  river,  but  were  being  driven 
rapidly  back  toward  the  crossing  by  a  heavy  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  advancing  toward  the  river.  I  immediately  deployed  a 
strong  skirmish  line  along  the  bank  of  the  river  to  keep  back  that  of 
the  enemy  aud  as  soon  as  my  artillery  could  get  up  directed  it  to 
open  upon  the  enemy  at  once.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  both 
the  batteries  (Captain  Clark's  and  Captain  Dakin's)  going  quickly  into 
position,  and  delivering  a  well-directed  fire;  the  efiect  was  visible 
immediately  in  the  rapid  falling  back  of  the  enemy.  My  division  fol- 
lowed the  Second  across  the  river  at  about  0  a.  in.,  and  inarched  to  a 
point  near  the  intersection  of  the  Farmville  plank  and  the  old  stage 
roads,  where  the  enemy  Avas  found  in  position  behind  breast-works. 
My  division  was  placed  in  j)osition  under  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  from 
the  enemy's  works,  the  skirmish  line  being  actively  engaged.  Careful 
observation  induced  the  belief  that  we  were  opposite  the  extreme  left 
flank  of  the  enemy,  and  an  extended  skirmish  line  was  therefore  swung 
forward  and  to  the  left  with  a  view  to  enveloping  it.  At  the  same  time 
my  division  was  moved  to  the  right  by  the  flank  as  far  as  the  main  road 
referred  to,  and  preparations  made  for  an  attack.  The  Third  Division 
kept  up  the  connection  by  following  the  movement.  The  skirmish  line 
swung  forward  until  it  struck  that  of  the  enemy,  when  three  regiments 
of  the  First  Brigade  (the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Fifth 
New  Hampshire,  and  Second  New  York  Heavy  Artillery)  were  ordered 
to  charge  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line.  The  charge  was  gallantly  made, 
but  was  unsuccessful  owing  to  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground, 
which  was  broken  by  numerous  small  and  sliarp  ravines,  over  which 
the  men  were  unable  to  move  in  order.  While  the  regiments  were  fall- 
ing back  the  enemy  advanced  over  their  works  in  pursuit,  but  were 
quickly  driven  back.  A  picket-line  was  established,  the  Second 
Division  moved  up  and  extended  my  line  to  the  right,  and  the  command 
bivouacked. 

Aprils,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  through  the  enemy's  works  (he  having 
abandoned  them  during  the  night)  to  a  point  near  Holliday  Creek  on 
the  stage  road,  halting  at  4  p.  m.  At  9  p.  m.  moved  forward  again 
about  five  miles  and  bivouacked.  The  negotiations  of  this  day,  by  flag 
of  truce,  looking  to  the  surrender  of  the  rebel  army,  were  carried  on 
through  the  skirmish  line  of  this  division. 

April  9,  at  G  a.  m.  marched  as  on  the  day  previous,  preceded  by  a 
skirmish  line.  After  advancing  about  six  miles  a  flag  of  truce  from 
the  enemy  was  observed,  and  the  command  halted.  A  suspension  of 
hostilities  until  2  p.  m.  was  ordered.  At  2  p.  m.  the  order  had  been 
given  to  advance,  when  I  was  directed  to  halt  until  further  orders. 
Soon  afterward  the  surrender  of  tlie  rebel  army  was  announced. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major- O en  eral,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittieb, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Second  Army  Corps. 
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Headquaktees  Fikst  Division,  Second  Aemy  Coeps, 

April  10,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  by  this  division  of 
C  colors  and  10  guns,  viz:  March  31,  near  White  Oak  road,  1  color; 
April  1,  near  Sutherland's  Station,  1  color  and  2  guns;  April  G,  at  cap- 
tured train,  4  colors  and  3  guns;  April  7,  on  the  nianih,  1  gun;  April 
9,  near  Appomattox  Court-House,  3  guns. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KELSON  A.  MILES, 
Breixt  Major-Oeneral,  Commandinff. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittiee, 

Assist-ant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps. 


S"o.  2G. 


Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Scott,  Sixti/-fr.it  New   Yorl;  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

IlDQES.  FlEST    BEIGADE,  FIEST   DIVISION,  SECOND    COEPS, 

April  10,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations— part  taken  by  this  brigade— during  the  recent  campaign: 

The  command  broke  camp  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  March, 
marching  with  the  division,  via  Vaughan  road,  across  and  beyond 
Hatcher's  Kun,  taking  position  to  north  of  the  road  and  near  Gravelly 
Kun,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  and  One  hundred  and  fortietli  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  deployed  as  skirmishers,  the  rest  of  tlie  brigade  line 
of  battle  connecting  on  tlie  right  with  Tliird  Division  and  on  left  with 
Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  keeping  this  connection  advanced  in 
line,  halthig  about  dark,  and  bivouacked.  On  the  3()th  the  brigade 
advanced  in  line,  the  Fifth  New  Hamx)shire  being  advanced  as 
skirmishers,  the  connections  being  the  same  as  day  before.  About 
noon  my  skirmishers  struck  the  enemy,  and  drove  hira,  the  brigade 
continuing  to  advance  in  line.  Soon  the  enemy  took  refuge  within 
his  main  work  on  the  run.  The  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  were  deployed,  relieving  the 
Fifth  New  Hampshire.  These  two  regiments  continually  engaged  the 
enemy  until  dark.  Here  the  command  threw  up  temporary  works. 
1  a.  m.  31st  of  March  the  brigade  moved  by  the  left  flank,  taking  uji 
position  to  the  west  of  Boydton  road,  and  relieving  a  brigade  of  the 
Fifth  Corps.  10  a.  m.  the  Fifth  Corps  being  heavily  engaged  with 
the  enemy  to  our  left,  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  were 
ordered  to  advance  in  our  front,  and  moving  to  the  left  soon  struck  the 
enemy.  The  brigade  was  then  advanced  in  line,  being  relieved  in  our 
old  position  by  De  Trobriand's  brigade,  of  tlie  Third  Division,  tlie  left 
of  the  brigade  connecting  with  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 
After  sundry  changes  of  front  and  position,  severe  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy,  and  enduring  heavy  flre  from  their  artillery,  the  brigade  was 
finally  placed  in  position  to  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  and  connect- 
ing with  Crawford's  division.  Fifth  Corps,  near  White  Oak  road.  Here 
the  command  threw  up  works. 

April  1,  daylight,  fell  back  to  works  on  Boydton  road,  near  Gravelly 
Ban,  left  resting  on  run,  right  connecting  with  Fourth  Brigade.    5.  p. 
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m.,  advanced  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Voluuteers  as  skirmishers,  brigade 
following  in  line,  connecting  ou  right  with  Fourth  Brigade.  Moved 
forward  one  mile  and  a  half,  reoccupying  the  works  near  White  Oak 
roa^l,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  being  here  advanced  as  skirmishers,  and 
heavily  engaging  the  enemy,  my  picket-line  now  consisting  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Michigan,  part  of  Fifth- New  Hampshire,  and  Sixty-flrst 
New  York  Voluuteers,  while  my  skirmish  line  engaged  the  enemy  and 
repulsed  him. 

la.  m.  April  2  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  except  the  Eighty-first  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  moved,  with  the  division,  down  the  White  Oak  road 
(having  ascertained  that  the  road  was  clear  of  tlic  enemy,  by  a  scouting 
party  from  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  and 
made  a  junctiou  with  the  Fifth  Corps  and  cavalry  under  General  Sheri- 
dan, the  Eighty -first  Peusylvania  Volunteers  following  the  division  as 
rear  guard.  April  2,  G  a.  jn.  returned  Avith  the  division  up  the  White 
Oak  load  to  near  position  occupied  the  night  i)revious;  formed  line  to 
west  of  road,  and  on  left  of  Fourth  Brigade,  the  Second  and  Third  Bri- 
gades being  in  the  advance ;  soon  found  that  the  enemy  was  evacuating 
his  works  and  was  falling  back.  The  brigade  Avas  moved  by  the  fiauk, 
passing  through  the  enemy's  main  works.  About  12  m.  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Se(!ond  New  York  Artil- 
lery were  detached  as  skirmishers,  but  the  enemy  being  driven  from  our 
front  by  other  brigades  of  the  division,  this  brigade  was  assembled  and 
moved  rapidly  forward,  and  covering  the  South  Side  Railroad.  4  p.  m., 
met  the  advance  of  the  Second  Division.  5  p.  m.,  marched  with  -the 
division  and  went  into  bivouac  near  Sutherland's  Station,  on  railroad 
and  on  the  River  road. 

.  April  3,  sent  Twenty  sixth  Michigan  out  on  a  scout;  they  captured  5 
commissioned  oflicers  and  29  enlisted  men. 

April  3,  4,  and  5,  continued  to  march  with  the  division  in  pursuit  of 
Lee's  army;  went  into  bivouac  6  p.  m.,  near  Danville  railroad,  uiglit  of 
the  5th. 

April  C,  marched  by  the  flank  at  daybreak  toward  Amelia  Oourt- 
House,  9  a.  m.,  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  was  detached  to  cover  a  road 
leading  from  our  flank.  10  a.  m.,  brigade  formed  line,  and  under  cover  of 
our  artillery  fire  advanced  rapidly  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  and  their  train 
of  wagons,  visible  in  the  distance;  made  connection  ou  the  left  with 
Third  Division;  keeping  this  connection  the  brigade  made  several  gal- 
lant charges;  finally,  5  p.  m.,  when  nearing  Monkey  Run,  the  brigade 
made  a  gallant  and  successful  charge,  capturing  4  battle  flags,  2  guns, 
a  large  wagon  train,  and  many  prisoners;  immediately  advanced  across 
the  run  and  took  up  position,  facing  the  enemy,  to  the  left,  connecting 
on  the  right  with  the  Second  Division,  Second  Corps;  bivouacked  here 

for  the  night.  „  „      .         ,      ,    j.-, 

April?,  moved  at  daylight  with  the  division,  following  closely  the 
retreating  enemy;  crossed  the  Appomattox  at  High  Bridge,  and,  mov- 
ing to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  passed  to  the  north  of  Farmville,  the 
Fifth  New  Hampshire  being  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  flankers.  We 
struck  the  enemy  near  Cumberland  Ch\irch,  driving  in  his  outpost. 
The  brigade  formed  line  of  battie  connecting  on  the  left  with  the  Third 
Brigade.  -The  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  and  One  hundred  and  iortieth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  then  advanced  to  our  right  and  front  as 
skirmishers;  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  having  expended 
most  of  their  ammunition  upon  the  skirmish  line,  were  now  relieved  by 
the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers.    About  3  p.  m.  the  remainder  of 
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the  brigade,  Eifrhty-flrst  rcuiisylvania  Voluuteers,  Second  New  York 
Artillery,  and  six  companies  Fifth  New  Hampsliire  Volunteers  were, 
by  direction  of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  moved  to  the  right, 
and  here  made  a  most  gallant  charge  upon  the  enemy's  works ;  but 
after  repeated  and  persevering  assaults  we  were,  owing  to  the  greatly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy,  flanked  and  repulsed,  my  command  at  one 
time  being  within  fifteen  paces  of  the  enemy's  main  works.  In  this 
charge  we  lost  many  brave  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded,  one 
color  (Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers),  and  a  few  men  captured;  the 
color  was,  however,  recaptured  at  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army,  and  is 
now  again  in  the  possession  of  the  regiment.  The  regiments  of  the  bri- 
gade while  on  the  skirmish  line  at  this  time  suffered  severely,  the  Sixty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers,  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan,  and  the  One 
hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volnnteers  losing  heavily,  though 
maintaining  their  ground  until  relieved  by  the  Second  and  Third  Divis- 
ions.   At  dark  bivouacked  near  the  battle-field. 

April  8,  the  brigade  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy, 
halting  at  dark,  but  almost  immediately  resumed  the  march  in  pursuit. 
Halting  about  six  miles  beyond  New  Store,  on  Lynchburg  road,  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night. 

April  9,  resumed  march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  By  direction  of 
the  division  commander  a  regiment  (Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers) 
was  sent  out  on  either  flank  to  forage  upon  the  country.  11  a.  m., 
the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  being  in  advance 
as  skirmishers,  came  upon  the  enemy's  jiickcts.  The  command  was  here 
halted  and  formed  in  line  awaiting  negotiation  between  the  two  armies, 
afl'ecting  a  surrender  of  the  rebel  force.  2  p.  in.,  again  advanced  a 
short  distance,  were  again  halted;  here  the  Sixty-first  New  York  were 
also  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  as  flankers. 
The  Filth  NewHampshire  Volunteers  now  rejoined  the  column,  bringing 
in  about  thirty  prisoners  and  a  few  broken  down  mules,  horses,  &c. 
4  p.  ID.,  news  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  was  now  received.  This 
welcome  intelligence  was  received  by  the  troops  amid  acclamations  of 
the  wildest  excitement  and  most  intense  joy. 

The  men  Avho  compose  this  noble  old  veteran  brigade  may  well  be 
proud  of  the  part  taken  by  them  in  this  as  Avell  as  in  each  and  all  of 
the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Our  successes  have  cost 
■  us  the  loss  of  many  good  soldiers,  officers  and  men.  Prominent  among 
the  many  brave,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  Capt.  I.  H.  Boyd,  brigade 
inspector,  killed  upon  the  7th  instant.  On  the  same  day  were  wounded 
Captains  Eicker,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  Kerr,  One  hun- 
dred and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  acting  aides-de-camp. 
These  two  officers  were  particularly  distinguishable  at  all  times  for 
their  gallantry  in  action. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  brigade  during  this  short  and  decisive  cam- 
paign Avill  number  in  all  about  650. 

5  p.  m.,  assembled  the  skirmish  line,  forming  a  picket-line  covering 
the  division  front  and  left  flank.  Eemained  in  this  position  during  the 
night. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  SCOTT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Brown, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 
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No.  27. 
Report  of  Gapt.  Lucius  If.  Ivcd,  Ticenty-slxth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  April  12, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  \vitU  circular  of  the  lOth  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  operations  of  this  regiment 
since  the  28th  ultimo : 

Eegiment  was  relieved  from  picket  the  morning  of  the  29th,  having 
broken  camp  the  night  previous,  and  marched  with  the  brigade; 
crossed  Hatcher's  Eun  about  12  m.,  and,  deploying  as  skirmishers, 
moved  in  advance  of  the  column  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
assembled  and  joined  tlie  brigade.  30tli,  at  5  a.  m.  advanced  in  line  of 
battle,  connecting  with  the  Third  Division  on  our  right,  and  Second 
New  York  Artillery  on  our  left.  At  2  p.  m.  relieved  the  One  hundred 
and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  skirmish  line.  Estab- 
lished our  line  in  an  open  field  in  easy  range  of  the  enemy's  works, 
with  whom  a  continuous  firing  was  kept  up  during  the  afternoon.  Loss, 
two  men  wounded.  31st,  relieved  from  skirmish  line  at  7  a.  m.,  and 
joined  the  brigade,  which  was  then  formed  in  rear  of  the  works  occupied 
by  the  Fifth  Corps  the  day  previous.  Advanced  in  line  of  battle  abcmt 
10  a.  m.,  covering  the  right  flank  of  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers; 
were  partially  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  the  afternoon,-  losing  two 
men  wounded.  Toward  night  built  works  near  White  Oak  road,  wliere 
we  remained  until  4  a.  m. 

Apiil  1,  we  abandoned  the  position  taken  the  day  previous,  and  occu- 
pied another  some  distance  to  the  left.  At  night  advanced  and  estab- 
lished a  picket-line  on  White  Oak  road,  about  sixty  yards  from  the 
enemy,  covering  a  flank  movement  of  the  division  which  was  ordered 
to  co-operate  Avith  General  Sheridan.  2d,  at  daylight  fell  back  to  the 
line  occui)ied  by  our  troops  the  day  x)reviou8,  where  we  remained  until 
4  p.  m.,  when  we  joined  the  brigade  near  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the 
South  Side  road.  3d,  at  7  a,  m.  were  sent  out  on  areconuaissauce  toward 
the  Appomattox  and  succeeded  in  capturing  thirty-four  iwisoners,  five  of 
whom  were  commissioned  officers.  At  2  p.  m.  joined  the  column  on  its 
march  in  pursuit  of  Lee's  army.  4th,  marched  six  miles  and  halted  for 
the  night.  5th,  continued  the  march  to  the  Danville  road  and  encamped 
■  for  the  night.  6th,  moved  in  direction  of  Amelia  Court-House.  Four 
companies  sent  out  as  flankers,  the  remaining  five  ordered  to  make  a 
reconnaissance  on  a  road  leading  north  from  Jeter's  Station;  found 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  on  the  opposite  side  of  Flat  Creek,  which  was 
crossed  under  fire  and  the  enemy  driven  back  a  considerable  distance, 
abandoning  three  wagons  in  their  flight.  In  this  skirmish  the  whole 
regiment  participated.  We  were  then  assembled  and  moved  in  line  of 
battle  with  the  brigade  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  train — our  right  con- 
necting with  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  our 
left  resting  on  the  road.  The  regiment  made  several  charges,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position  and  following  closely  in  his  retreat  until  dark. 
Captured  147  prisoners  and  participated  in  the  capture  of  162  wagons, 
losing  1  man  killed  and  14  wounded.  7th,  followed  the  enemy  in  his 
retreat,  crossing  the  Appomattox  at  High  Bridge,  and  formed  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  in  front  of  his  position  near  Farm- 
ville.  About  13  m.  one  commissioned  officer  and  twenty-seven  men 
were  sent  out  on  the  skirmish  line,  connecting  with  the  Fifth  New  ITnnip- 
shire  Volunteers  on  the  right.    This  detachment  charged  the  enemy's 


718 


N.  AND  SE.  VA..  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [Chap.  LVIII, 


works,  with  the  skirmish  line  of  the  First  Brigade,  losing- 5  men  killed, 
8  wounded,  and  1  commissioned  officer  and  12  men  captured.  At  5  p. 
m.  the  regiment  deployed  to  meet  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  a  counter 
charge,  driving  them  into  their  main  works  and  re-establishing  our 
line,  where  we  remained  until  dark,  when  we  were  relieved  and  joined  the 
brigade.  8th,  continued  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  11  p.  m.  and 
halted  for  the  night.  9th,  deployed  on  either  side  of  the  brigade  as 
flankers  until  12  m.,  when  we  were  halted,  and  remained  imtil  dark, 
when  we  were  relieved  and  joined  the  brigade. 

Including  those  already  mentioned  this  regiment  has  cajjtured  since 
the  28th  ultimo  25G  prisoners. 
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Arouiuled. 
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6 

20 

1 

12 

45 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  IVES, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  William  McCallistee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  WckomeA.  Grafts,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Battalion  Vols,, 

April  11, 1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  in 
which  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Battalion  Volunteers  participated 
from  the  28th  day  of  March  to  date : 

March  28  was  spent  in  camp  in  preparation  for  the  campaign,  the 
regiment  being  inspected  at  4  o'clock  by  the  colonel  commanding  the 
brigade;  clothing,  arms,  and  equipments  also  inspected  by  tlie  regi- 
mental commander.  Orders  being  received  during  the  night,  camp  was 
broken,  and  the  regiment  marched  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  at  7  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  29th;  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  and  formed  line  of 
battle  on  the  left  of  tlie  brigade,  connecting  on  the  left  with  General 
Madill,  Third  Brigade,  advancing  toward  the  enemy's  works  until  dark ; 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle,  advancing  again  soon  after  daylight  in  a 
heavy  rain  which  filled  the  creeks  and  rivers. 

Our  skirmishers  found  the  enemy  at  10  o'clock;  the  line  was  halted 
and  breast-works  thrown  up;  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the 
regiment  being  detailed  as  officer  of  the  day  the  regiment  was  left  in 
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command  of  Captain  Eicker.  By  order  of  General  Humphreys  the 
entire  sfeirmish  line  of  the  corps  was  advanced,  the  rebel  skirmishers 
driven  into  their  works,  their  position  developed,  and  batteries 
unmasked.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  thrcAV  a  brigade 
out  of  their  works  and  charged  the  left  of  the  division  skirmish  line 
without  moving  it.  They  also  demonstrated  in  front  of  the  entire 
division  line.  During  the  night  the  regiment  moved  to  the  left  with  the 
division,  which  relieved  and  occupied  the  position  of  Grifftn's  division, 
of  the  Fifth  Corps.  I  took  command  of  the  new  picket-line  of  the  divis- 
ion, charged  the  enemy  with  my  reserve  (Companies  A  and  E,  Sixty- 
fourth  New  York),  drove  the  enemy  into  their  wo^cs,  and  captured  eight- 
een prisoners ;  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Denney  [Glenny]  and  assumed 
command  of  my  regiment  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  immediately  ordered  out 
to  form  connection  with  Third  Brigade,  and  charged  the  enemy,  who 
had  attacked  the  Fifth  Corps.  Advanced  in.line  of  battle  with  the  bri- 
gade ;  were  shelled  by  the  enemy ;  advanced  near  their  works ;  lost  three 
men  wounded,  and  after  several  changes  in  position  threw  up  breast- 
works and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  the  White  Oak  road. 

April  1,  fell  back  to  the  line  of  breast- works  near  the  Butler  house. 
Six  companies  were  deployed  and  advanced  as  skirmishers  at  5  p.  m. 
At  dark  advanced  the  balance  of  the  regiment  in  support  of  the  skir- 
mish line,  which  reached  to  and  rested  on  the  White  Oak  road,  and 
became  engaged  witli  the  enemy;  lost  3  men  wounded,  1  missing.  At 
12  o'clock  moved  rapidly  down  the  White  Oak  road,  and  reached  the 
position  occupied  by  General  Sheridan's  command  at  2  a.  m.  2d 
instant.  Eeturning  from  tlie  enemy's  works  (evacuated),  and  passing 
through,  pursued  them  rapidly ;  engaged  their  rear  guard  (Johnson's 
division)  at  12  o'clock.  Company  H  was  deployed  to  prevent  strag- 
glers passing  to  the  rear,  leaving  only  two  companies  of  my  command 
with  the  brigade,  the  balance  having  been  left  on  the  line  in  com- 
mand of  the  division  officer  of  the  day.  Colonel  Mintzer,  By  order  of 
General  Miles  I  took  command  of  and  advanced  the  division  skirmish 
line.  The  enemy  being  routed  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to  the  rail- 
road, the  picket  detail  rejoining  the  regiment  soon  after  going  into 
camp. 

April  3,  pursued  tlie  enemy  without  being  engaged  dunng  the  day, 
and  camped  near  Deep  Run.  The  entire  regiment  went  on  picket. 
Marched  at  10  o'clock  on  tfie  following  morning;  reached  the  Danville 
railroad  at  4  p.m.;  bivouacked  a  short  distance  after  crossing  the  road. 

April  5,  marched  at  daylight;  halted  and  issued  rations  at  10  o'clock; 
went  into  camp  at  4  p.  ni.  at  Sailor's  Creek. 

April  (),  crossed  the  creek  at  an  early  hour;  formed  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  main  road  leading  toward  Lynchburg,  and  became 
immediately  engaged  with  the  enemy,  pushing  them  rapidly  until 
near  sundown,  when  a  successful  cliarge  was  made  near  Monkey  Run, 
where  a  large  and  valuable  train  was  captured  and  over  100  prisoners 
taken  by  the  regiment,  which  behaved  throughout  the  day  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  its  commanding  officer.    Bivouacked  on  the  field. 

April  7,  crossed  the  Appomattox  at  High  Bridge  and  turning  <o  the 
ri"ht  the  entire  regiment  was  deployed  upon  the  skirmish  line;  drove 
the  enemy  into  their  works,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners  and 
obtaining  temporary  possession  of  one  gun  belonging  to  a  battery  which 
gave  the  skirmish  line  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  shell.  Two  regiments 
of  the  enemy  advanced  out  of  the  works  and  charged  the  skirmisli  hne, 
without  moving  it  perceptibly.  After  expending  all  our  ammunition, 
and  remaining  four  hours  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle,  four-  companies  were  relieved  by  the  Sixty-first  New  York,  form- 
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ing  a  portion  of  the  assaulting  column,  which  charged  the  enemy's 
works  near  Cumberland  Church,  where  three  brigades  of  the  enemy- 
were  posted  behind  breast-works  supplied  with  artillery.  The  regi- 
mental commander  being  in  command  of  the  entire  skirmish  line  of  the 
brigade,  the  four  companies,  with  the  colors,  under  command  of  Capt. 
J.  S.  Eicker,  whose  gallantry  throughout  the  day  had  been  very  con- 
spicuous, having  had  two  horses  shot  under  him,  and  refusing  to  leave 
the  field  after  being  wounded,  [sic]  two  of  the  companies  charged  without 
ammunition  and  one  without  bayonets.  The  colors  advanced  to  within 
a  very  short  distance  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  enemy,  throwing  out 
a  strong  force  upon  either  flank,  the  colors,  with  53  men  and  5  ofiicers, 
were  captured.    During  the  day  110  men  and  10  officers  were  lost. 

April  8,  pursued  the  enemy,  not  being  engiiged. 

April  9,  at  10  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  detailed  to  forage  and  scout 
upon  either  flank,  which  was  successfully  done,  returning  to  camp  at 
6  p.  m. 

April  10,  remained  in  camp,  Eobert  Lee  having  surrendered,  and  the 
colors  of  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  were  recaptured  from  General  Wil- 
liam Mahone,  together  with  the  officers  and  men  captured  on  the  7th 
instant. 

Throughout  this  brief  but  successful  campaign,  claiming  nothing  tor 
myself,  I  can  with  entire  truthfulness  and  just  pride  refer  to  the  bear- 
ing of  this  regiment.  It  lias  never  wavered  or  hesitated  when  ordered 
forward  or  under  fire.  Whether  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  on  the 
skirmish  line,  or  charging  tlie  enemy  who,  in  overwhelming  numbers 
behind  breast-works,  awaited  their  coming  with  murderous  fire,  the 
Fifth  New  Hami)shire  has  shown  most  uumistakably  that  substitutes 
will  fight  as  well  as  skedaddle. 

The  entire  loss  of  tlie  regiment  during  the  campaign  is  15  killed,  67 
wounded,  and  83  missing;  total,  105. 

Where  all  have  done  bravely,  distinctions  are  impossible  as  well  as 
unjust,  yet  I  cannot  close  without  paying  tribute  to  tlie  lofty  courage 
and  cool  daring  of  Lieut.  Warren  Kyder,  who  fell  dead  while  gallantly 
leading  his  men  Avithin  fifteen  feet  of  the  enemy's  works.  I  would  also 
respectfully  recommend  that  Capt.  John  S.  Eicker,  Company  C,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  severe,  if  not  mortal,  wounds,  and  marked  and  gal- 
lant conduct,  be  brevetted  major. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  CEAFTS, 
TAcuteHant-Colouel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  William  McCallisteb, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  29. 


Report  of  Capt.  Francis  R.  Humphreys,  Second  Neto  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. 

Headqxiaeteks  Second  New  Yoek  Artillery, 

A^pril  10,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  the  detailed 
account  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  was  kept  by  Major  Selkirk, 
and  carried  by  him  to  tlie  rear  when  he  was  wounded.     I  submit,  how- 
ever, the  following  statement  of  our  movements : 

March  29,  at  7  a.  m.  struck  tents  at  camp  near  Patrick's  Station; 
marched  about  three  miles,  when  a  junction  Avas  formed  with  Sheri- 
dan's cavalry  about  11  a.  m.  about  four  miles  to  the  left  of  Hatcher's 
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Run,  -where  we  halted  and  threw  up  a  line  of  breast-works  in  our 
front.  Left  the  works  about  3.30  p.  m.;  formed  in  line  of  battle: 
ma.rched  through  a  dense  wood  till  night-fall,  when  we  again  halted  and 
built  another  hne  of  works,  which  we  held  till  5  a.  m.  March  30,  when 
we  made  a  further  advance,  under  cover  of  the  forest,  halting  about  9 
a.  in.,  when  firing  being  heard  on  left  threw  up  another  line  of  works. 
About  1  p.  in.  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries  upon  and  continued  a 
sharp  fire  of  shell  and  solid  shot  for  about  two  hours,  wounding  two 
privates.  Eemained  in  the  works  till  5  a.  m.  March  31,  when  we 
resumed  our  march  with  the  division  to  the  relief  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 
At  0  p.  m.  halted;  threw  up  a  new  line  of  works  in  our  front:  heavy 
filing  on  our  right  and  our  left.  Remained  in  the  works  until  4  a.  m. 
April  1,  during  which  time  had  seven  men  wounded  skirmishing,  when 
we  retired  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  had  inspection  of  arms,  and 
continued  our  advance  in  support  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  throwing  out 
flankers,  heavy  firing  being  heard  on  the  right  and  left.    Camped  at 

night-fall  at .    April  2,  continued  our  advance,  skirmishing  on 

our  right  and  front.  One  man  wounded  on  the  skirmish  line.  Crossed 
South  Side  Railroad  and  camped  for  the  night.  April  3,  continued 
our  march  till  6  p.  m.,  wheu  went  into  camp  near  Lambeth  Church. 
April  5,  6  a.  m.  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Danville  railroad,  which 
we  struck  about  2  p.  m.  Continued  the  march  to  Burke's  Station, 
to  the  right  of  which  we  camped  for  the  night.  April  6,  continued 
the  advance.  About  9  a.  m.  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  wagon  train, 
moving  rapidly  forward  on  our  left.  Pushed  on  till  about  3  p.  m., 
when  we  came  up  with  the  enemy  and  his  train  about  two  miles  from 
Farmville.  After  a  sharp  engagement  drove  them  from  their  position, 
capturing  2  battle-flags  and  —  prisoners,  the  brigade  taking  180  wagons 
and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Camped  here  for  the  night.  Casual- 
ties of  the  day,  3  enlisted  men  killed  and  9  wounded.  April  7,  con- 
tinued the  advance;  passed  through  Farmville;  crossed  the  Danville 
railroad  at  High  Bridge;  met  the  enemy  intrenched  in  a  double  line 
of  works.  At  about  3  p.  m.  charged  with  the  brigade,  and  met  with  a 
repulse,  resulting  in  a  loss  of  6  killed,  67  wounded,  and  74  missing. 
Lay  In  rear  of  battle-field  all  night.  April  8,  passed  through  the 
enemy's  works,  they  having  quietly  left  during  the  night.  Continued 
the  advance  till  11.30  j).  ni.,  when  we  went  into  camp.  April  9, 
marched  to  Clover  Hill.  Halted  while  flags  of  truce  were  passing  to 
and  from  the  enemy.  At  3  p.  m.  the  surrender  of  General  Lee 
announced.    Went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  R.  HUMPHREYS, 
Captain,  Second  Neic  York  Artillery,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  William  McCallister, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  W.  Schaffer,  Sixty-first  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Sixty-first  Regt.  New  York  Volunteers, 

April  10, 1803. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  according  to  and 
in  compliance  with  orders  received : 

This  command  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
March,  and  marched  with  the  brigade  toward  the  left.  At  10.30  a.  m. 
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formed  and  advanced  with  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle.  At  about  noon 
the  brigade  halted,  and  this  command  erected  temporary  breast- works  in 
our  front.  At  3.30  p.  m.  advanced  forward  with  the  brigade,  halted  at 
about  dark,  erected  breast- works,  and  remained  there  during  the  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  30th  advanced,  and,  with  tlie  brigade,  charged 
upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them  from  their  position ;  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  in  support  of  the  picket-line.  At  2  p.  m.  on  the  31st 
ultimo  charged  with  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  in 
driving  them  from  their  works.  Participated  in  all  movements  of  the 
brigade  until  dark,  when  this  command  fell  behind  breast-works. 
Casualties  during  the  day,  1  enlisted  man  killed,  1  comnussioned  offi- 
cer and  14  enlisted  men  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1  moved  with  the  brigade  toward  the  left. 
At  9.30  charged  with  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  works,  and  drove 
them  from  their  position.  At  G  p.  m.  in  support  of  picket-line.  During 
the  night  moved  to  the  left  and  joined  the  brigade.  At  7  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  moved  to  the  right.  11  a.  m.  passed  through  the 
enemy's  evacuated  work  near  the  South  Side  Railroad.  At  about  4.30 
p.  m.  deployed  as  skirmishers,  advanced  about  1,000  yards  beyond  tem- 
porary works  erected  by  the  enemy,  left  resting  on  South  Side  liailroad. 
At  about  7  p.  m.  moved  to  the  right,  and  formed  on  left  of  the  Second 
New  York  Artillery.  At  G  a.  m.  of  tlie  3d  instant  moved  to  the  left. 
This  command  with  the  brigade  during  the  day,  and  also  during  the  4th 
and  5th  instant.  At  about  G  a.  m.  of  the  Gtli  instant  moved  to  the 
right,  leading  the  brigade.  At  9.30  a.  m.  advanced  with  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle;  charged  with  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  wagon 
train,  capturing  1  piece  of  artillery,  2  battle-flags,  upward  of  200 
wagons,  and  140  prisoners.  At  about  10  p.  m.  halted  with  the  brigade, 
regiment  resting  upon  the  left.  One  commissioned  officer  and  2  enlist«d 
men  killed,  7  enlisted  men  wounded.  At  7  a.  m.  of  the  7th  instant 
advanced  with  the  brigade,  moving  to  the  left.  At  about  1.30  p.  m. 
formed  with  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle.  At  3  p.  m.  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, charged  with  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy,  and  participated  in 
all  movements  of  the  brigade.  Relieved  from  picket  duty  at  9.30  p.  n). ; 
moved  to  and  in  rear  of  Third  Brigade.  Two  enlisted  men  killed  and 
24  wounded  during  the  day.  At  7  a.  m.  of  the  8th  moved  with  the 
brigade,  halting  at  7  p.  m.  At  9.30  advanced  with  the  brigade  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  halting  at  11.30  p.m.;  formed  line,  regiment 
resting  on  left  of  brigade.  At  about  9  a.  m.  of  the  9th  instant  moved 
forward  with  the  brigade.  At  10  a.  m.  regiment  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers, advanced  about  200  yards,  halted  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  then 
ordered  to  advance.  At  about  4  p.  m.  halted,  and  regiment  rallied  and 
formed  in  picket-line,  which  duty  this  command  has  been  performing 
up  to  the  present  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  SCHAFFER, 
Major,  Commanding  Meginient. 

Capt.  William  McOallister, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Briyadc. 
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No.  31. 

Report  ofCapt.  William  A.  F.  Stockton,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Penn- 

sylvania  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  140th  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

April  16, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  this  regiment  during 
the  campaign  just  ended: 

Having  received  orders,  this  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  morning 
of  the  29tli  ultimo,  and  marched  with  the  division  beyond  Hatcher's 
Kun.  Here  we  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  about  two 
miles  and  took  up  a  position  and  remained  on  outpost  duty  during  the 
night.' 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  lines  were  advanced,  and  we  engaged 
the  enemy  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  into  their  works  beyond  the 
Boydton  plauk  road  and  cutting  the  telegraph  communications  at  this 
point  running  south.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  regiment 
marched  with  tlie  brigade  and  formed  a  connection  with  the  Fifth 
Corps.  At  this  locality  we  marched  by  the  flank  until  we  met  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  near  the  Boydton  plank  road.  A  charge  was 
made  by  three  regiments  of  this  brigade,  of  which  this  regiment  was 
one,  and  forced  the  enemy  from  their  alignment  in  our  front,  capturing 
9  prisoners.  On  the  1st  day  of  April  twenty-five  picked  men,  under 
Captains  Bay  and  Burns,  from  this  regiment,  in  pursuance  with 
instructions  from  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Miles,  were  sent  to  ascertain 
the  exact  locality  of  Gregg's  cavalry  and  form  a  junction  with  that 
division.  This  was  successfully  accomplished,  and  a  report  forwarded 
immediately  on  their  return  to  the  general  commanding  the  division. 
The  morning  of  the  2d  day  of  April  we  marched  with  the  division 
through  the  enemy's  works,  and  were  immediately  sent  to  the  front  in 
support  of  the  skirmish  line  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Glenny, 
of  the  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Vjolunteers.  At  or  near  the  South  Side 
Hailroad  the  enemy  offered  considerable  resistance,  and  this  regiment 
was  deployed  on  the  line  and  relieved  the  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers. An  advance  was  ordered,  and  the  men  chargetl  the  works  of 
the  enemy  protecting  the  South  Side  Eailroad,  and  drove  them  beyond 
the  railroad  one  mile,  capturing  18  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  command 
in  this  engagement  was  7  wounded,  two  of  whom  are  considered  mortal. 
The  3d,  -ith,  and  5th  days  of  April  were  occupied  in  marching  on  the 
Namozine  road  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  We  advanced  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  0th  instant  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  intrenched  position, 
with  the  capture  of  175  prisoners,  inclusive  of  five  ofllcers.  During 
the  whole  day  the  enemy  were  forced  back  and  pursued  with  great 
energy,  which  terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  greater  part  of  their 
train  and  a  number  of  pieces  of  artillery.  The  right  wing  of  this  regi- 
ment was  the  first  troops  that  advanced  to  and  beyond  the  train.  A 
strong  skirmish  line  was  posted  beyond  the  creek,  and  remained  until 
the  Third  Brigade,  which  was  advancing  on  the  right  of  the  division 
line  [sic].  The  casualties  of  this  day's  engagement  in  this  regiment  are 
1  conmiissioued  officer  killed  and  3  enlisted  men  wounded.  Tlie  7th  of 
April  we  marched  toward  Lynchburg,  and  were  deployed  as  skirmishers 
at  or  near  Farmville.  The  enemy,  under  Mahone,  being  intrenched  in 
a  strong  position,  the  skirmish  line,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Michigan  and  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Peimsylvania  Volunteers, 
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was  checked  by  a  strong  line  of  battle  located  behind  works.  The 
casualties  of  this  engagement  were,  in  this  regiment,  1  commissioned 
officer  killed,  3  enlisted  men  killed,  and  1  officer  and  26  enlisted  men 
taken  prisoners.  Our  march  toward  Lynchburg  on  the  8th  was  unin- 
terrupted, and  we  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  12  o'clock 
at  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  being  the  Sabbath,  we  were 
placed  in  the  advance,  and  through  the  skirmish  line  of  this  regiment 
the  flag  of  truce  was  entertained  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  ol 
the  Confederate  forces  under  the  command  of  Genera*  Lee. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  A,  F.  STOCKTON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Captain  McCallisteb, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  32. 


Report  of  Col.  Robert  Nugent,  Sixty-ninth  Neio  Yorh  Infantry,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  15,  1865. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  the  10th  instant  from  head- 
quarters Second  Army  Corps,  calling  for  a  report  of  ojierations  of  this 
brigade  during  the  campaign  commencing  March  28  and  ending  April 
10, 1865, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

March  29,  in  obedience  to  order,  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.  and  marched 
to  the  left.  The  brigade— consisting  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  Sixty-third,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Eighty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers,  at  about  8  a.  m.  were  joined  by  the  Fourth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  which  had  been  transferred  to  this  command — contin- 
ued the  march,  crossing  Hatcher's  Run,  until  2  p.  m.,  when  the  line  was 
halted,  and  line  of  battle  being  formed  advanced  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy's  line  until  night.    Bivouacked. 

March  30,  resumed  the  march  at  7  a.  m.,  still  in  line  of  battle ;  advanced 
through  the  woods  about  two  miles,  the  enemy  falling  back  as  we 
advanced,  portions  of  the  command  being  employed  in  corduroying  the 
roads.  At  4  p.  m.  occupied  the  earth-works  in  our  front,  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades  being  in  the  advance;  at  same  time  furnished  a  detail 
of  450  men,  with  officers,  for  fatigue  duty,  who  were  reported  at  corps 
headquarters;  also  continued  work  on  the  roads  through  the  night. 

March  31,  at  3  a.  ni.  moved  to  the  left  and  occupied  works  built  by  a 
portion  of  the  Fifth  Corps;  slashed  timber  in  our  front,  under  a  very 
heavy  lire  of  artillery,  until  1  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  about  one  mile  to 
our  left,  connecting  with  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  the  division ; 
advanced,  driving  the  enemy  into  his  works.  At  about  4  p.  m.  retired 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  and  erected  earth-works,  in  which  we 
remained  until  about  3  a.  m.  April  1,  when  we  moved  to  the  right  and 
rear;  engaged  during  the  day  in  constructing  earth-works.  At  7  p.  m. 
moved  about  two  miles  to  the  left  and  rested  on  arms  for  the  night. 

April  2,  at  1  a.  m.  moved  farther  to  the  left,  about  three  miles,  to  the 
camp  of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  arriving  there  about  4  a.  m.;  rested  until  6 
a.  m.,  and  marched  back  upon  the  White  Oak  road  about  two  miles, 
where  we  formeil  in  line  of  battle  and  advanced  through  the  wood,  with 
skirmishers  in  front,  toward  the  enemy's  works.   Finding  that  the  enemy 
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had  evacuated  the  works  we  advanced  at  a  double-quick  into  the 
works;  reformed  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  works;  continuing  the  pur- 
suit, passing  a  camp  filled  with  the  enemy's  wounded,  and  abandoned 
by  them ;  overtook  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  which  we  drove  before 
us  until  about  noon,  driving  them  into  their  works  immediately  in 
front  of  the  South  Side  Eailroad,  where  they  made  a  stand;  charged 
the  works  in  connection  with  the  Third  Brigade  and,  owing  to  a  terrific 
enfilading  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  were  repulsed,  and  innnediately 
reformed;  charged  again,  capturing  the  works  and  some  150  prisoners, 
together  with  1  battle-flag  and  2  pieces  of  artillery,  the  prisotiers 
being  sent  to  the  rear.  The  brigade  continued  the  advance,  crossing  the 
South  Side  Eailroad,  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Appomattox 
as  far  as  Clark's  Branch;  returned  and  bivouacked  near  the  railroad, 
the  casualties  in  the  brigade  being  1  commissioned  officer  and  2 
enlisted  men  killed,  C  commissioned  officers  and  73  enlisted  men 
wounded,  and  9  enlisted  men  missing  in  action.  At  this  time  the  fatigue 
details  furnished  March  30  rejoined  the  command. 

April  3,  resumed  the  march,  and  continued  in  a  westerly  direction 
about  ten  miles,  where  we  bivouacked. 

April  4,  moved  at  7  a.  m.  in  the  same  direcition,  advancing  about  fif- 
teen miles  and  bivouacking  at  dusk. 

April  5,  resumed  march  at  daylight  in  a  westerly  direction,  crossing 
the  Danville  railroad  about  2  p.  m.,  and  resting  u])on  the  right  of  the 
Fifth  Corps.  At  this  place  the  brigade  furnished  a  detail  of  280  men 
trom  the  Fourth  Few  York  Heavy  Artillery  as  guard  to  prisoners  to 
City  Point. 

April  6,  resumed  march  at  G  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Amelia  Court- 
House.  About  8  a.  m.  encountered  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  covering  their 
wagon  trains;  advanced  skirmishers,  followed  by  the  brigade  in  line  of 
battle,  the  enemy  disputing  the  ground  obstinately  throughout  the  day; 
succeeded  in  driving  them  some  eight  or  nine  miles  and  capturing  the 
entire  train.  Lieutenant  Ford,  of  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, captured  a  battle-flag  this  day  while  on  the  skirnnsh  line.  Cas- 
ualties this  day,  4  enlisted  men  killed,  13  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  5 
enlisted  men  missing  in  action.  Bivouacked  for  the  niglit  after  placing 
a  part  of  the  command  on  guard  over  the  cai)tured  train.  Many 
prisoners  and  stragglers  were  also  captured,  who  were  immediately  sent 
to  the  rear. 

April  7,  continued  the  march,  passing  near  Farmville  and  High 
Bridge;  overtook  the  enemy  again  about  5  p.  m.,  who  had  intrenched 
themselves,  and  having  batteries  in  position  was  obliged  to  pass  under 
a  heavy  flre  of  artillery  to  our  position  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade, 
where  we  supported  that  brigade  in  its  charge,  preventing  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  Rested  for  the  night,  our  skirmish  line  having  been 
relieved  by  part  of  the  Second  Division,  Second  Corps. 

April  8,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the  night 
resumed  the  march,  and  marched  in  a  westerly  direction  until  7  a.  m., 
when  we  halted,  resting  about  two  hours,  and  resumed  the  march, 
marching  four  miles,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

April  9,  resumed  the  march  at  7  a.  m.,  and  moved  about  six  mdes 
where  we  halted  to  await  action  of  conference  between  the  respective 
commanders.    About  4  p.  m.  bivouacked,  awaiting  orders. 

The  total  casualties  of  the  campaign  have  been:  Killed,  1  commis- 
sioned officer,  11  enlisted  men;  wounded,  8  commissioned  officers,  94 

enlisted  men;  missing  in  action,  14  enlisted  men.* ^ 

*  But  see  revised  table,  p.  582. 
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My  tbanks  are  due  in  an  eminent  degi-ee  to  the  members  of  my  staff 
for  their  untiring  zeal,  particularly  to  Oapt.  P.  W.  Black,  acting  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  who  distinguished  himself  on  Sunday,  April  2, 
in  carrying  out  my  orders  and  assisting  me  in  rallying  the  men. 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  add  that  the  oflBcers 
and  men  of  my  command  behaved,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances, 
with  courage  and  fidelity,  carrying  out  all  orders  to  my  complete  satis- 
faction, they  having  now  the  proud  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  stubborn 
enemy,  whom  they  have  combatted  against  for  nearly  four  years,  hum- 
bled, thereby  adding  their  feeble  mite  to  promote  the  life,  prosperity, 
and  independence  of  our  nation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

liOBEKT  NUGENT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Gol.  EiCHAED  A.  Brown, 

Acting  Assista^it  Adjutant-General,  First  Division. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Bkig.,  First  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  16,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  EiCHAED  A.  BROWN, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  First  Division  : 
Colonel  :  Having  been  informed  that  the  honor  of  the  capture  of 
the  battle-flag  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  charge  of  this  brigade  on 
the  2d  of  April  was  about  to  be  awarded  to  an  enlisted  man  of  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  I  beg  leave  to 
state  that  the  flag  was  captured  by  Private  Frank  Denio,  Company  M, 
Fourth  New  York  Artillery,  which  fact  can  be  vSubstantiated  by  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  J.  Smith,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  Denis 
F.  Burke,  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  Capt.  John  Oldershaw, 
brigade  inspector  Second  Brigade,  and  Lieut.  Charles  M.  Granger,  of 
my  staff. 

I  am.  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBEET  NUGENT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  16,  1865. 
Eespectfully  returned. 

A  careful  investigation  by  the  general  commanding  the  division 
has  elicited  the  fact  that  the  flag  in  question  was  first  captured  by 
Private  Phillips,  One  liundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, thrown  down  and  passed  over  by  him,  and  afterward  secured  by 
Privaf*  Frank  Denio,  Fourth  Artillery. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles : 

EICHAED  A.  BEOWN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  33, 
Report  of  Capt.  Patrick  H.  Bird,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

April  10,  1865. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  Second 
Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Twenty-eighth  Massa- 
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cliusetts  Volunteers  broke  up  camp  ou  the  29th  of  March,  at  G  a.  m., 
and  marched  with  the  brigade ;  crossing  Hatcher's  Eun  formed  a  line  of 
battle  and  marched  through  the  woods  all  day  without  striking  the 
enemy's  lines;  camped  at  night,  and  resumed  the  march  at  2  a.  m.  on 
the  30th;  moved  to  the  left  a  distance  of  about  one  mile  and  a  half; 
moved  again  to  the  right  at  about  6  p.  m.  ou  the  31st.  Kept  moving 
from  one  point  to  another  until  the  evening  of  April  1 ;  were  ordered 
to  march  to  re-enforce  General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  arriving  at  our  desti- 
nation at  4  a.  m.  April  2;  at  8  a.  m.  moved  back  to  the  right;  formed  a 
line  of  battle  at  White  Oak  road ;  moved  in  line  of  battle  through  the 
woods,  and  tound  tlfe  enemy's  works  evacuated;  moved  down  the  road 
by  the  flank  a  distance  of  two  miles  and  a  half;  formed  a  line  of 
battle  and  participated  in  the  engagement  near  the  South  Side  Eail- 
road  on  April  2.  Casualties :  2  commissioned  officers  and  4  enlisted 
men  wounded .  Camped  at  night  near  the  road.  Resumed  the  march  at 
9  a.  m.  on  April  3;  marched  about  twenty  miles,  camped  at  night,  and 
marched  on  the  4th  at  7  a.  m.  in  a  westerly  direction,  distance  about 
fifteen  miles.  Resumed  the  march  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  5th,  crossing  the 
Danville  and  Lynchburg  Railroad;  camped  at  night,  and  marched  on 
the  Gth  at  7  a.  m.  striking  the  enemy's  rear  guard :  moved  in  line  of 
battle  all  day,  and  camped  at  night.  Resuming  the  march  at  7  a.  m. 
[7th  marched]  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles.  On  the  8th  moved  at  7 
a.  m.;  marched  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles;  camped  at  night,  and 
resumed  the  march  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  9th;  marched  a  distance  of  about 
seven  miles,  and  encamped. 

During  the  operations  of  this  command  from  the  28th  of  March  to 
the  10th  of  April,  18G5,  the  battalion  has  neither  lost  nor  captured 
any  battle-flags  or  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  BIRD, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battalion. 
Captain  Wall, 

Acting  Assista.it  Adjutant- General. 


No.  34. 

Report  of  Gapt.  William  H.  Tericilliger,  Sixty-third  New  Yorh  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Sixty-third  Regt.  New  York  Volunteers, 

April  10, 1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  circular  of  this  date  from  head(iuar- 
ters  Second  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  operations  in  my  command  from  the  28th  of  March  to  the 
present  date.  . 

Broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  March  and  joined  the 
corps;  marched  across  Hatcher's  Run,  halting  about  noon.  2  p.  m., 
formed  line  of  battle  and  moved  upon  the  enemy's  lines  until  dark, 
when  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  On  the  30th,  resuming  the  march 
in  line  of  battle  at  7  a.  m.,  moved  through  the  woods  about  two  miles; 
engaged  during  the  evening  in  building  corduroy  road.  At  3  a.  m.  of 
the  31st  moved  one  mile  and  a  half  behind  earth-works,  relieving  part 
of  Fifth  Army  Corps  and  covering  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade  of 
this  division,  who  were  engaged  with  the  enemy.  At  4  a.  m.  ot  April 
1  moved  about  a  mile  to  the  right  and  engaged  during  the  day  in  build- 
ing eartli-works.    At  dusk  moved  to  the  left  along  the  line  of  works 
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some  two  miles  and  halted.  At  1  a.  m.  April  2  moved  to  left  some 
three  miles  to  join  Sheridan's  cavalry.  At  7  a.  m.  resumed  the  march, 
moving  to  the  right  to  White  Oak  road,  where  we  formed  line  of  battle 
and  moved  upon  the  enemy's  works,  finding  them  evacuated ;  continu- 
ing the  march  by  the  flank  two  miles  and  a  half,  reformed  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  participated  Avith  the  brigade  in  three  charges  upon  the  enemy's 
defenses  of  the  South  Side  Kailroad.  Tlie  losses  in  this  engagement 
were,  1  commissioned  officer  killed,  1  commissioned  ofQcer  and  0  enlisted 
men  wounded,  and  2  enlisted  men  missijig  in  action.  Encamped  at 
night  near  the  railroad.  At  9  a.  m.  of  3(1  instant  resumed  the  march, 
moving  about  ten  miles.  4th  instant,  resumed  march  at  7  a.  m.,  moving 
westerly  about  fifteen  miles,  camping  at  dark.  Formed  line  at  1  a.  m. 
5th  instant,  but  did  not  move  until  daylight.  Crossing  the  Appomat- 
tox, marched  toward  the  Danville  and  Eichniond  Kailroad,  which  we 
crossed  at  1  p.  m.,  and  took  position  on  left  of  line,  having  marched 
about  twenty  miles.  Bivouacked  for  the  night  behind  our  arms.  6th, 
at  6  a.  m.  resumed  march,  striking  the  enemy's  rear  guard  at  7  a.  m., 
when  we  formed  line  of  battle  and  engaged  them,  following  them  closely 
all  day.  Assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  luggage  train. 
Bivouacked  at  dark.  Loss  this  day:  1  enlisted  man  killed  on  skirmish 
line,  and  1  enlisted  man  killed  by  provost  guard.  April  7,  continued 
the  march ;  crossed  High  Bridge,  and  overtook  the  enemy  about  2  p.  m. ; 
engaged  them  until  dark.  Loss  this  day:  2  enlisted  men  missing  in 
action  (supposed  killed).  Resuming  the  march  at  .5.30  a.  m.  of  the 
8th  marched  westerly  until  dusk,  when  we  halted  for  two  hours; 
continued  the  march  until  11  p.  m.,  when  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
9th  instant,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  moving  about  five  miles,  and  halted; 
remained  here  until  the  announcement  of  the  surrender  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

During  the  operations  for  the  period  extending  from  March  28  to 
April  10  this  command  has  not  taken  any  prisoners;  neither  captured 
nor  lost  any  artillery,  battle-flags,  or  other  material. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  TEKWILLIGER, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Sixty-third  Regiment  New  Yorfc  Volunteers. 

Capt.  M.  W.  Wall, 

Actg.  Asst.  Afljt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps. 


No.  35. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  J.  Smith,  Sixty-ninth  New  Yorh  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers, 

April  14,  1865. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  the  10th  instant  from 
headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  from  the  28th  day  of 
March  to  the  10th  day  of  April,  1865: 

March  29,  1865,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  on  the  evening  of 
March  28,  we  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.,  and,  joining  the  brigade  colunm, 
marched  across  Hatcher's  Eun  and  halted  about  noon  in  rear  of 
the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division.  At  2  p.  m.  advanced  in  line  of 
battle  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  lines  until  night,  when  we  halted 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
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March  30, 1805,  resumed  the  inarch  in  line  of  battle  at  7  a.  m.,  march- 
ing through  the  Tvoods  aud  acting  as  a  Kecond  line,  covering  alternately 
the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  our  division.  About  4  p.  m.  detailed 
200  enlisted  men  and  0  commissioned  officers,  who  were  sent  to  corps 
headquarters  for  special  duty.  Engaged  during  the  afternoon  and  night 
in  constructing  a  corduroy  road. 

March  31,  at  3  a.  m.  moved  to  the  left  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
and  occupied  the  earth-works  built  by  the  Fifth  Army  Corps;  engaged 
in  slashing  timber  in  our  front,  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  until  about 
1  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  to  the  left  and  front  about  one  mile  in  line  of 
battle,  connecting  on  our  right  with  the  First,  and  on  the  left  with  the 
Third  Brigade  of  our  division;  advanced  as  far  as  the  slashing  in  front 
of  and  driving  the  enemy  into  his  works;  returned  about  half  a  mile; 
threw  up  earth-works,  and  camped  for  the  night. 

April  1, 1865,  at  3  a.  m.  got  under  arms  and  marched  to  the  right 
and  rear ;  engaged  during  the  day  in  building  earth- works.  At  7  p.  m. 
moved  to  the  left  about  two  miles,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

April  2, 1865,  about  1  a.  m.  marched  to  the  left  about  three  miles  to 
the  camp  of  Sheridan's  cavalry  on  the  White  Oak  road,  where  we  camped 
for  the  night.  At  7  a.  m.  got  under  arms  and  inarched  back  about  one 
mile  and  a  half,  where  we  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  woods  facing 
the  enemy's  works  and  received  orders  that  we  were  to  take  them  by 
assault;  soon  after  the  skirmish  line  advanced  and  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  just  left;  advanced  at  a  double-quick  and  was  the 
first  regiment  to  enter  the  works;  formed  in  line  of  battle  some  400 
yards  inside  of  the  works  and  moved  after  the  enemy  as  far  as  the 
creek;  crossed  and  received  orders  to  deploy  my  regiment  as  skir- 
mishers ;  advanced  in  this  order,  passin  g  an  abandoned  rebel  camp  filled 
with  wounded  rebel  ofiacers  and  men,  and  overtook  the  enemy's  rear 
guard  in  a  field  and  wood ;  drove  them  before  us  until  sheltered  by 
their  works  and  artillery.  Skirmished  with  the  enemy  until  about  12 
m.,when  we  charged  with  our  own  and  Third  Brigadein  a  direct  assault 
on  the  enemy's  works;  were  repulsed  aud  returned;  reformed  the  regi- 
ment and  joined  the  brigade;  charged  the  second  time  with  the  brigade 
and  occupied  the  works,  capturing  many  prisoners,  but  sending  them 
■  to  the  rear  without  guard.  Advanced  in  line  of  battle,  crossing  the 
South  Side  road  and  marching  in  the  direction  of  the  Appomattox,  and 
afterward  Hatcher's  Kun,  as  far  as  Clark's  Branch;  returning,  camped 
for  the  night  near  the  South  Side  Kailroad.  Casualties :  2  commissioned 
officers  wounded,  1  enlisted  man  killed,  4  enlisted  men  wounded.  Major 
Moroiiey  with  six  commissioned  offlcers  and  200  enlisted  men  rejoined 
the  regiment  from  special  duty,  having  been  away  since  the  30th  ot 

April  3, 1865,  about  9  a.  m.  got  under  arms  aud  marched  westwardly 
about  ten  miles;  camped  for  the  night. 

April  4, 1865,  about  7  a.  m.  moved  westwardly  about  fifteen  miles, 
and  went  into  camp  just  after  dark.         ,     ,.  ,  ^  ,     ,  ..    ^v.  * 

April  5, 1865,  formed  line  and  about  daylight  marched  to  the  west, 
crossed  over  the  Burkeville  and  Richmond  railroad  near  Jetersville,  and 
took  up  position  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps;  afterward  were 
marched  to  the  rear  as  a  reserve.  ,     ,  .         a 

April  6,  1865,  about  6  a.  m.  got  under  arms  and  marched  toward 
Amelia  Court-House,  this  regiment  leading  the  division.  Soon  after 
leaving  the  earth-works  seven  companies  of  the  regiment  were  thrown 
out  as  skirmishers.  I  h*l  the  honor  to  be  placed  in  command  of  the 
skirmish  line.     After   advancing  about  two  miles  I  discovered  the 
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enemy's  column  and  bag:gage  train  moving  on  a  road  on  our  left  toward 
Burkeville,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant.  I  immediately  halted 
the  line  and  sent  information  to  the  major-general  commanding  the 
division.  About  10  a.  m.  received  orders  to  advance  the  skirmish  line 
across  the  run  and  follow  up  the  enemy's  column;  advanced  the  line 
across  the  run  and  reached  the  road  on  which  he  had  just  passe(l ;  met 
with  no  opposition  on  the  right  of  the  line;  then  wheeled  the  line  to 
the  left  facing  a  fence  and  woods  in  which  the  enemy's  rear  guard 
made  a  bold  stand.  Charged  and  drove  them  out;  met  with  great 
opposition  from  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  and  also  their  cavalry,  at  every 
yard  of  the  road.  About  4  p.  m.  the  One  hundred  .and  eleventh  New 
York  Yolunteers  were  sent  up  and  relieved  the  Eighty-eighth  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  also  the  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery; 
remained  with  the  skirmish  line  until  dusk,  when  the  division  was 
placed  in  line  of  battle.  I  then  collected  what  men  I  could  find  belong- 
ing to  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  also  to  my  own 
regiment,  to  the  number  of  about  seventy-five,  and  was  trying  to  find 
the  brigade  when  I  was  met  by  Major-General  Miles,  commanding 
division,  at  the  captured  wagon  train  of  the  enemy,  and  was  by  him 
placed  in  charge  of  said  train.  During  the  day  we  had  casualties  on 
the  skirmish  line  as  follows :  Commissioned  officer  wounded,  1 ;  enlisted 
men  kUled,  2 ;  enlisted  men  wounded,  C. 

April  7, 1865,  the  three  companies  with  the  colors,  under  command  of 
Capt.  R.  H.  Milliken,  marched  with  the  brigade,  crossing  the  Appomat- 
tox River  under  High  Bridge,  and  marched  as  far  as  Farmville,  where 
the  enemy  were  met  in  force  at  about  5  p.  m.  This  portion  of  the  regi- 
ment became  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  tlie  right  of  the  First  Brigade, 
the  engagement  lasting  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  loss  of  the  regiment 
was  4  enlisted  men  wounded.  About  C  a.  m.  I  was  informed  by  Cap- 
tain Black,  aide-de-camp,  First  Division,  that  I  would  be  relieved  of 
duty  as  guard  to  the  captured  train  by  a  small  regiment  from  the 
Fourth  Brigade  of  this  division.  About  an  hour  afterward,  no  regiment 
making  its  appearance  to  relieve  nie,  I  saw  Colonel  Batchelder,  chief 
quartermaster  Army  of  the  Potomac,  riding  through  the  train,  and  I 
informed  him  of  my  duties,  and  also  mentioned  that  1  e^tpected  to  have 
been  relieved  early  that  morning,  but  no  regiment  had  reported  to 
relieve  me.  He  said  that  he  would  see  General  Meade  about  it,  and 
soon  after  returned  to  me  with  orders  for  me,  from  General  Meade,  to 
remove  all  the  ammunition  from  the  wagons,  harness  up  the  mules  to 
ambulances,  and  send  as  many  as  possible  of  them  to  the  front  and  turn 
them  over  to  the  Second  Corps;  also  after  the  column  and  trains  had 
passed  to  burn  all  the  wagons,  ambulances,  caissons,  limbers,  &c.,  and 
explode  the  ammunition  that  could  not  be  brought  away.  Soon  after 
receiving  these  orders  Captain  Lane,  of  the  Sixty-sixth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, reported  to  me  to  take  charge  of  the  captured  train.  Believing 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  have  the  orders  I  received  from  General  Meade, 
through  Colonel  Batchelder,  eflectually  carried  out,  1  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  remain  until  it  was  accomplished,  and  when  the  troops  and  train  Jiad 
all  passed  sent  about  fifty  ambulances  forward  on  the  road,  in  charge  of 
Captain  Lane,  and  then  burned  the  train  and  ammunition,  consisting  of 
203  army  wagons,  03  ambulances,  3  caissons  and  limbers,  about  230,000 
rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  and  about  450  shell,  canister,  &c. ;  also 
on  the  road  8  wagons,  4  ambulances,  3  limbers  and  caissons,  and  60 
rounds  of  12-pounder  shell  fuses  and  friction  primers,  and  joined  the  bri- 
gade same  evening,  near  Farmville.  » 
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April  8,  1865,  about  5  a.  m.  marched  westerly  until  about  7  i)  m 
^w  ^ca"Pe<i.  About  n  p.  m.  got  under  arms  and  marched  to  the 
tront  about  four  miles,  where  we  camped  for  the  night 
l,»t?n^^^+'  i^ff  '  marched  out  at  about  7  a.  m.,  moved  about  six  miles, 
halting  at  different  times  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  we  were  drawn  up 
alongside  of  the  road  and  soon  afterward  received  the  joyful  news  of 
the  surrender  to  the  United  States  forces  of  the  troops  of  the  so-called 
Contederate  States,  comprising  their  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 

During  the  operations  from  March  28  to  April  10, 1865,  this  regiment 
has  taken  a  number  of  prisoners  and  sent  them  to  the  rear  also  has 
neither  taken  nor  lost  in  action  flags  or  other  material. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient 
scrvBinti* 

JAMES  J.  SMITH, 
JAeutenant-ColOTiel,  Comdg.  Sixty-ninth  New  Yorlc  Veteran  VoU. 

Capt.  M.  W.  Wall, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  3d  Army  Corps. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Denis  F.  Btirlce,  Eighty-eighth  New  TorTc  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers, 

April  11,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following 
report  of  operations  from  the  28tli  ultimo  to  date : 

March  28,  were  encamped  near  Hatcher's  Run,  under  orders  to  move. 
29th,  moved  at  G  a,  m.  down  the  Vaughan  road  and  crossed  Hatcher's 
Kun;  marched  about  ten  miles  and  rested  for  the  night.  On  the  30th 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  through  woods,  about  two  miles;  were 
employed  in  building  corduroy  roads,  and  furnished  detail  of  one 
captain,  one  lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  six  corporals,  and  fifty  privates 
for  fatigue  duty.  On  the  31st  advanced  at  3  a.  m.  to  the  rear  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  and  relieved  tbem  at  daylight;  lay  in  the  works  until  10 
a.  m.,  when  we  eioved  to  the  left,  where  the  division  engaged  the  enemy; 
were  ordered  to  advance  and  charge  the  enemy's  works,  but  the  order 
being  countermanded  we  lell  back  and  built  breast-works,  where  we 
remained  until  the  following  morning  at  2  a.  m.  April  1,  moved  to  the 
rear  and  occupied  the  works.  At  10  a.  m.  advanced  and  built  a  new 
line  of  works;  remained  until  evening,  when  we  moved  to  the  left  to 
support  pickets;  remained  until  2  a.  m.  next  morning  (2d);  moved 
along  the  White  Oak  road  and  formed  line  across  the  road,  and 
advanced  through  the  woods  until  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  works;  finding  the  enemy  [had J  left  we  advanced  double-quick 
in  pursuit  of  them,  having  skirmishers  in  our  front  allmorning;  marched 
through  to  South  Side  Eailroad,  where  we  found  the  enemy  intrenched ; 
charged  their  line  of  works,  were  repulsed,  reformed  and  charged  again, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  them,  with  many  prisoners;  continued  our 
advance  across  the  South  Side  Eailroad,  through  woods  along  River 
road  about  six  miles,  and  returned  and  encamped  near  South  Side  Rail- 
road for  the  night.  April  3, 10  a.  m.  marched  in  pursuit  about  fifteen 
miles  and  baited.  4th,  continued  our  march  until  night  and  halted. 
5th,  marched  on  and  connected  with  Fifth  Corps,  and  out  abort  one 
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mile  threw  up  works  and  halted.  6th,  moved  forward  about  two  miles, 
when  we  came  iu  sight  of  the  enemy's  wagon  train ;  rested  on  a  hill 
■while  our  batteries  were  shelling  them ;  fell  iu  and  marched  about  half  a 
mile,  crossing  the  Appomattox  lliver  and  formed  line  on  the  other  side; 
advanced  along  the  road  on  which  the  enemy's  train  was  moving;  when 
within  a  short  distance  of  them  were  ordered  to  the  right  to  a  point 
where  part  of  the  skirmish  line  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  were 
held  at  bay,  and  was  directed  by  Major  Church,  First  Division  staff,  to 
advance  and  engage  the  enemy;  deployed  and  drove  the  enemy, 
capturing  many  prisoners  and  one  battle-flag.  This  flag  was  captured 
by  Lieut.  George  W.  Ford,  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  who 
on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  through  the  whole  campaign,  acted  with 
great  gallantry.  Here  we  were  detailed,  by  order  of  General  Miles,  to 
burn  the  wagons  and  destroy  their  contents.  8tli,  reioined  the  brigade 
and  coutimied  the  pursuit,  marching  about  fifteen  miles.  9th,  continued 
the  pursuit  up  to  near  Clover  Hill,  where  we  halted,  the  enemy  having 
surrendered. 

Our  casualties  during  the  campaign  were  4  enlisted  men  wounded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

DENIS  F.  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Gomdg.  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Beigade. 


No.  37. 
Report  of  Maj.  Seward  F.  Gould,  Fourth  New   Yorh  Heavy  Artillery. 

History  of  the  operations  of  the  Fourth  New  York  Artillery  from 
March  28,  1805,  to  April  10,  1865: 

On  the  iiSth  of  March,  1805,  9  p.  m.,  orders  were  received  to  pack  up 
and  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  On  the  morning  of  the 
20th,  at  6  o'clock,  we  left  camp  and  marched  toward  Hatcher's  Eun. 
About  8  a.  m.  we  were  transferred  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, Second  Army  Corps,  Col.  llobert  Nagent  commanding.  About 
10  p.  m.  we  formed  a  line  of  battle  and  rested  all  night.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th,  about  6  a.  m.,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  through 
the  woods  and  across  a  swamp.  After  Ave  crossed  the  swamp  we 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  Boydtou  plank  road;  there  we  heard 
heavy  skirmishing  in  front  of  us.  We  stacked  arms  and  laid  a  (!or- 
duroy  road.  About  4  p.  m.  we  received  orders  to  advance  and  occupy 
the  breast- works  in  front  of  us,  at  the  same  time  supporting  Battery  K, 
Fourth  U.  S.  Artilleiy.  Abcmt  5  p.  m.  a  detachment  of  400  men  were 
sent  on  picket.  At  7  p.  m.  orders  were  received  to  advance  half  a  mile 
and  relieve  the  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps.  We  remained  there 
under  arms  until  6  a.  m.  of  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  March,  1865. 
About  7  a.  m.  we  occupied  the  works,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy 
artillery  fire  on  us,  which  lasted  about  two  hours;  the  ground  lost  by 
the  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  was  retaken  by  the  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps;  we  had  1  officer  (Maj.  D. 
F.  Hiimlink)  and  5  privates  wounded.  About  sundown  threw  out  a 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  fell  back  fifty  rods  and  threw  up  a  line  of  works 
and  remained  there  until  4  a.  m.  of  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  Ajiril; 
we  fell  back  to  the  Boydtou  plank  road  and  remained  there  for  three 
hours,  when  orders  were  received  to  move  to  the  left,  on  the  Boydton 
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plank  road,  to  re-enforce  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
and  remained  there  until  6  a.  ni.  of  the  2d  of  April,  when  we  marched 
back  on  the  same  road  about  three  miles,  and  at  9  a.  m.  occupied  the 
enemy's  breast-works,  which  they  had  evacuated.  We  then  pursued  the 
enemy  for  about  two  miles,  when  we  overtook  them  and  gave  them 
battle.  About  3  p.  m.  we  charged  on  the  enemy  and  were  repulsed; 
r«formed  about  .3.45  p.  m.  and  charged  again,  and  took  their  works  and 
a  large  number  of  prisoners.  In  the  first  charge  the  regiment  lost  97 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Two  men  of  Company  A,  named,  respec- 
tively, James  C.  Bogan  and  David  A.  Winans,  captured  2  pieces  of 
artillery  and  turned  them  at  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  over  150 
of  the  enemy  surrendered,  but  we  advanced  and  left  them  in  the  rear; 
at  the  same  time  Private  Frank  Denio,  of  Company  M,  captured  one 
of  the  enemy's  battle-flags.  We  then  pursued  the  enemy  for  about 
three  miles  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg,  when  we  received  orders  to 
return  and  camp  by  the  railroad  for  the  night.  At  6  a.  m.  of  the  3d  of 
April  we  started  again  and  marched  fourteen  miles  and  camped  for 
the  night. 

About  6  a.  m.  of  the  4th  of  April.we  started  and  passed  the  Fifth 
Army  Corps  and  camped  for  the  night.  Advanced  next  morning,  5th 
of  April,  about  two  miles,  and  overtook  the  enemy's  rear  guard  and 
wagon  train  near  Amelia  Springs.  The  regiment  was  then  sent  out  as 
skinnishers,  and  engaged  the  enemy.  We  drove  the  enen)y  about  five 
miles  that  day,  taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners  and  losing  about 
eighteen  wounded.  The  regiment  having  been  relieved  from  the  skir- 
mish line  rejoined  the  brigade  at  10  a.  m.  of  the  6th  of  April.  We 
engaged  the  enemy  again  on  the  7th  of  April,  near  Burkeville,  and 
drove  the  enemy  across  the  Appomattox  Eiver,  capturing  their  works 
and  a  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  and  quite  a  Dumber  of  prisoners. 
We  camped  for  the  night  near  Farmville.  Engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  April  five  miles  from  Buckingham  Court-House, 
drove  them  out  of  their  works,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  Sixth 
Army  Corps.  We  marched  all  that  day  and  camped  for  the  night  about 
twelve  miles  from  Buckingham  Court-House.  On  the  morning  of  the 
9th  of  April  we  marched  two  miles,  wlien  we  received  the  news  that 
General  Kobert  Lee,  of  the  so-called  C.  S.  Army,  had  surrendered  his 
whole  army  to  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 

S.  F.  GOULD, 
Major,  Commanding  Fourth  New  York  Artillery, 


No.  38. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  D.  MacJDougall,  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

HboBS.  Third  Bbig.,  First  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  15,  1865. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  lionor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  operations  of  this  brigade  m  the  campaign 
beginning  the  29th  of  March  and  ending  the  9tli  of  April: 

On  March  29,  at  6  a.  m.,  the  brigade,  under  command  of  Bvt.  Brig. 
(Jen.  H.  J.  Mailill,  left  camp  and  marched  across  Hatcher^s  Bun.  ihe 
brigade  took  its  place  in  line  of  battle  formed  by  the  Inrst  Division, 
sending  the  One  hundred  and  twenty  sixth  Eegiment  out  as  skirmish- 
ers, and  constructed  temporary  breast-works.    Dunng  the  alternoon 
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the  brigade  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to  different  positions  without 
meeting  the  enemy,  halted  at  dark,  threw  up  breast-works,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

March  30,  the  advance  in  line  of  battle  was  resumed.  At  about  11 
o'clock  the  skirmish  line  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Regi- 
ment was  relieved  by  a  detail  from  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Regi- 
ment. At  noon  our  skirmishers  met  those  of  the  enemy  and  dro'^ 
them  across  the  Boydton  plank  road.  The  line  of  battle  advanced 
beyond  the  road,  halted  in  view  of  the  enemy's  main  works,  constructed 
breast-works,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

March  31,  at  4  a.  m.  the  brigade  moved  by  the  left  flank,  following  the 
Fourth  Brigade,  and  took  position  in  a  line  of  breastworks,  with  the 
right  on  the  Boydton  plank  road,  which  works  were  occupied  the  day 
before  by  the  Fifth  Corps.  At  11  a.  m.  a  detail  of  100  men  from  the 
Seventh  Regiment  and  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  were  sent  out  as  skir- 
mishers. At  noon  the  brigade  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  fotind  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  charged  on  him  and  drove  him  in 
great  confusion  from  his  position.  The  brigade  charged  with  the  great- 
est enthusiasm,  driving  the  enemy  rapidly  back  from  point  to  point, 
capturing  one  battle-flag  and  many  prisoners.  At  night  breast-works 
were  thrown  up. 

April  1,  before  daylight  the  brigade  moved  back  to  the  same  position 
occupied  the  previous  day ;  before  being  ordered  to  charge  threw  for- 
ward the  right  wing  almost  in  a  right  angle  to  tlie  former  line.  At 
sundown  the  brigade  marched  back  to  the  same  position  held  the  night 
before,  and  took  i)art  in  the  movement  to  the  left.  At  11  o'clock  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Regiment  was  ordered  by  Brevet  Major- 
General  Miles  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy's  works  and,  if  possible,  to  carry 
them  by  assault.  After  a  careful  examination,  having  fully  developed 
the  enemy's  position  with  a  skirmish  line,  the  Third  Division,  on  the 
right  of  the  brigade,  co  operating,'  the  result  of  an  attack  appearing 
doubtful, -the  regiment  was  withdrawn.  The  brigade  continued  the 
march  toward  the  left  until  4  a.  m.,  then  made  a  short  rest. 

April  2,  at  about  7  a.m.  the  brigade  marched  about  three  miles  back 
in  the  same  direction  from  which  it  came  the  night  before,  formed,  at 
8.30,  in  line  of  battle,  and  advanced  toward  the  enemy's  works,  throw- 
ing out  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Regiment  as  skirmishers.  After 
a  severe  skirmish,  in  which  the  enemy  used  artillery  very  freely,  they 
abandoned  their  works,  and  fell  back  before  our  skirmishers,  and  at 
9.30  the  battle-flag  of  the  Third  Brigade  waved  as  the  first  flag  over 
the  rebel  works.  The  march  toward  the  South  Side  Railroad  was  then 
continued,  driving  the  enemy's  rear  guard  across  Hatcher's  Run,  caus- 
ing them  to  burn  caissons  and  baggage  in  their  flight.  At  about  12 
o'clock  the  enemy  was  found,  strongly  intrenched,  having  six  pieces  of 
artillery  in  position ;  the  brigade,  in  connection  with  the  Second  Brigade, 
taking  position  on  the  left,  charged,  but  was  repulsed  with  a  very  heavy 
loss.  General  Madill  himself  being  severely  wounded.  Brevet  Major- 
General  Miles,  commanding  division,  assigned  me  to  the  command  of 
the  brigade.  A  second  charge  Avas  made  with  the  same  result  as  the 
first.  In  this  charge  I  received  myself  a  severe  flesh  wound  in  the  right 
arm.  I  then  received  orders  to  withdraw  the  brigade.  At  about  4 
p.  m.  a  third  charge  was  made,  and  this  time,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
well-directed  fire  from  Captain  Clark's  (First  New  Jersey)  battery,  the 
enemy  was  driven  back,  his  works  and  the  South  Side  Railroad  held 
by  us.  The  brigade  advanced  about  one  mile  over  the  railroad  and 
then  weut  into  camp  for  the  night. 


Chap.  LVm.)  THE   APPOMATTOX   CAMPAIGN.  735 

April  3,  the  brigade,  having  the  lead  of  the  First  Division,  marched 
iu  pursuit  of  the  enemy  from  8  a.  m.  until  8  p.  m,;  was  engaged  dur- 
ing this  day's  march  to  repair  the  road. 

April  4,  at  C  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  brigade  left  the  bivouac, 
advanced  with  the  division  about  three  miles,  was  then  ordered  back 
to  rei)air  the  roads  and  to  bring  forward  the  supply  train  of  the  Second 
and  Fifth  Army  Corps  and  the  Cavalry  Corps.  The  brigade  was  at 
work  until  late  in  the  night. 

Aprilo,  at  2  o'clock  iu  the  morning  the  brigade  started  and,  after 
having  succeeded  in  bringing  up  the  different  trains,  marched  twenty 
miles  and  reached  the  division,  then  in  position  near  Jetersville,  at  9 
p.  m. 

April  6,  the  brigade  took  part  in  the  several  attacks  made  by  the 
First  Division  on  the  enemy's  rear  guard.  The  Seventh  Regiment  was 
sent  in  the  morning  for  the  protection  of  the  artillery.  About  2  p.  m. 
the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Eegiment  was  thrown  out  as  skirmish- 
ers, covering  the  front  of  the  division,  and  drove  the  enemy  constantly 
before  them,  routing  him  frequently  from  strongly  intrenched  positions. 
At  5  o'clock  the  brigade  charged,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery 
and  musketry,  on  a  battery  wliich  tlie  enemy  had  in  position  on  the 
other  side  of  a  small  stream,  well  supported  by  cavalry  and  infantry, 
protecting  a  train  of  about  140  wagons,  and  two  pifeces  of  artillery  in 
the  valley  below ;  drove  the  enemy  back  and  captured  the  whole  train 
and  artillery;  the  First  Brigade  having  at  the  same  time  captured  the 
ui)per  end  and  left  flank  of  the  same  train,  containing  still  a  large 
number  of  wagons.  The  brigade  then  crossed  the  run  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night,  being  the  first  brigade  of  the  division  across. 

April  7,  the  brigade  advanced  at  6  a.  m.,  came  at  about  10  o'clock 
in  view  of  High  Bridge,  where  the  enemy  was  strongly  fortified.  The 
Thirty -ninth  and  Fifty-second  Regiments  were  deployed  as  skirmishers 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  assisted  the  crossing  of  the  Second 
Division.  After  a  short  resistance  the  enemy  was  driven  back,  and  the 
brigade  crossed  the  river  and  resumed  the  march  toward  Farmville. 
At  3  p.  m.  the  enemy  was  found  in  a  strong  position;  the  brigade 
formed  line  of  battle  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  moved  then  in  dif- 
ferent positions  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  finely  supported 
the  charge  of  the  First  Brigade.  At  dark  breast-works  were  thrown 
up  and  the  brigade  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle.  The  Fifty-second 
Eegiment  was  sent  out  as  pickets. 

April  8,  early  iu  the  morning  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
left  the  position.  The  brigade  was  ordered  at  6.30  a.  m.  to  advance, 
being  the  leading  brigade  of  the  division.  The  One  hundred  and 
twent.v  -fifth  Regiment  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Eegiment  and 
a  part  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Regiment  were  sent  out  as  skir- 
mishers. About  two  miles  beyond  New  Store  the  brigade  arrived  at 
sunset,  and  rested  for  two  hours,  then  resumed  the  march  and  advanced 
still  three  miles,  formed  line  of  battle  and  rested  during  the  night. 

April  9,  at  7  o'clock  the  brigade  marched,  continuing  the  advance 
until  about  2  p.  m.;  halted  until  about  sundown,  when  (Major-General 
Meade  having  established  his  headquarters  just  opposite  and  within 
two  rods  of  our  right  flank)  it  was  announced  from  army  headquarters 
that  General  Lee  had  surrendered  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
The  Third  Brigade,  being  in  this  position,  were  the  first  in  the  corps 
(if  not  in  the  army)  to  hear  the  glad  news.  Tlieir  joy  knew  no  bounds; 
cheer  after  cheer  rent  tlie  air.  Major-General  Meade  rode  along  the 
lines  and  was  greeted  with  the  wildest  enthusiasm. 
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Throughout  the  campaign  ofiBcers  and  men  have  behaved  with  great 
gallantry.  Although  frequently  very  short  of  rations  and  much  ex- 
hausted from  the  long  and  fatiguing  marches,  not  a  murmur  was  heard 
during  the  whole  eleven  days  marching  and  fighting. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  my  staff.  Especially 
would  I  call  attention  to  Capt.  H.  Dodt,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  His  gallantry  and  energy  in  action  are  distinguished  and 
much  to  be  commended.  He  was  of  great  service  to  me  during  the 
campaign  by  the  faithful  and  cheerful  manner  in  which  he  discharged 
his  duties.    I  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be  brevetted  major. 

Capt.  L.  L.  Rose,  commissary  of  subsistence,  being  upon  duty  on  the 
staff,  was  frequently  under  fire,  and  was  of  great  assistance  to  me  in 
selecting  the  line  of  march. 
I  inclose  the  reports  of  my  regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  D.  MacDOUGALL, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Brown, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  39. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Anthony  Pokorny,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

Headquaktees  Seventh  Eegiment, 

April  15,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  brigade  headquarters, 
I  beg  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regi- 
ment in  the  recent  operations : 

The  regiment  left  its  camp  near  Hatcher's  Run  on  the  morning  of 
March  29,  crossed  Hatcher's  Run  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  immediately 
began  building  breast-works.  At  4  o'clock  formed  line  of  battle  and 
advanced  about  live  miles  and  a  half,  where  the  regiment  rested  for 
the  night  in  a  breast-work  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 

On  March  30  advanced  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  about  one  mile, 
building  several  times  breast-works  on  our  road ;  heard  heavy  picket- 
firing  at  our  right  and  prepared  for  an  engagement. 

On  the  31st,  at  4  a.  m.,  we  marched  along  the  breast-work  in  order 
to  reheve  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  was  engaged  with  the  enemy;  100  men 
of  the  regiment  were  sent  as  re-enforcement  to  the  Fourth  Brigade, 
which  was  in  front.  At  11  o'clock  the  regiment  finds  itself  engaged 
also;  it  charges  the  enemy,  drives  him  out  of  a  farm,  advances  farther, 
and  finally  remains  in  the  woods,  where  breast-works  were  at  once 
erected.  Our  lo^s  on  this  day  amounts  to  1  officer  killed,  3  officers  and 
16  men  wounded.  Eighty-five  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  regiment 
proves  that  it  has  done  its  duty.  In  the  night  ensuing  Ave  give  a  picket 
of  thirty-five  men,  who  rejoin  us  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  April. 
The  regiment  returns  to  the  position  from  where  it  had  marched  the 
day  previous.  In  the  evening  we  advance  again  to  the  breast- works 
abandoned  in  the  morning  and  remain  there  about  one  hour.  We  give 
a  picket  of  twenty-five  men,  who  take  part  in  a  reconnaissance  under- 
taken by  General  De  Trobriand  and  lose  about  13  men  wounded  and 
missing.  The  regiment  along  with  the  whole  division  marches  after- 
ward to  join  Sheridan's  army,  which  it  reaches  at  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
night. 
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Ou  the  morning  of  April  2  Ave  advanced  toward  South  Side  Railroad; 
we  march  in  line  of  battle,  forty  men  of  the  regiment  acting  as  iiank- 
ers  ou  our  left.  At  9  o'clock  reach  the  enemy's  breast-works,  when 
our  flankers  were  employed  as  skirmishers  in  the  front;  found  the  breast- 
works abandoned.  Advance  about  four  miles,  till  near  South  Side  Eail- 
road,  and  attacked  the  enemy  in  his  strong  intrenchmcnts.  The  first 
charge  was  made  almost  exclusively  by  this  brigade,  but  being  vastly 
inferior  in  numbers  we  had  to  retreat  with  lieavy  loss.  Some  artillery 
came  to  our  assistance.  A  second  charge,  in  which  the  regiment  took 
the  lead,  was  likewise  unsuccessful.  At  a  third  charge,  assisted  by 
Colonel  Nugent's  brigade,  we  dislodged  the  enemy,  and  encamped  near 
South  Side  Eailroad  for  the  night,  after  having  given  a  guard  of  forty 
men  to  watch  the  prisoners.  Our  loss  on  this  day  consisted  in  1  major 
and  4  line  officers  wounded,  14  men  killed,  40  men  wounded,  1  lieuten- 
ant and  27  men  missing. 

On  the  morning  of  April  3  the  regiment  detailed  a  lieutenant  and 
twentj--five  men  as  guard  for  the  ammunition  train,  and  at  10  a.  m, 
begins  its  march  toward  Danville  railroad. 

On  the  4th,  in  the  morning,  resumes  its  march,  but  after  having  made 
six  miles  it  is  ordered  to  return  about  five  mile.s  for  the  sake  of  mending 
tlie  almost  impassable  roads. 

On  the  5th  the  regiment  advances  again  in  order  to  join  the  division, 
which  it  reaches  late  in  the  evening  at  Danville  railroad. 

On  the  6th  the  regiment  is  detailed  to  cover  Clark's  and  Dakin's 
batteries,  who  succeed  in  capturing  part  of  the  enemy's  train,  at  which 
occasion  the  battle-flag  of  the  First  8onth  Carolina  Regiment  falls  as  a 
trophy  into  our  hands.  In  the  night  we  received  the  order  to  rejoin 
the  briga<le. 

On  the  7th,  at  about  (i  o'clock,  we  march  toward  Ljoichburg,  crossed 
the  railroad  near  Farmville,  and  at  about  11  o'clock  meet  the  enemy  in 
the  woods,  where  we  find  us  heavily  shelled,  losing  seven  men  by  one  shell. 
The  regiment  details  100  men  as  skirmishers,  who  lose  1  officer,  slightly 
wounded,  and  8  men  killed  and  wounded.  After  this  detail  has  been 
recalled  the  Fifth  l^cvf  Hampshire  Regiment  was  repulsed  by  the 
enemy,  and  another  pic^iet  detail  required  of  us.  It  was  this  detail 
which  had  our  flag  of  tiuce,  and  the  enemy's  passing  through. 

On  the  8th,  a.  m.,  the  enemy  had  left  his  position  in  our  ixont,  and 
we  march  in  pursuit  as  far  "as  New  Store.  After  a  short  halt  the 
regiment  advances  in  skirmish  line;  some  little  firing  takes  place,  when 
the  brigade  joins  us.    At  11  p.  m.  the  regiment  advances  about  five  miles 

On  tiie  9th,  in  the  morning,  the  regiment  resumes  its  march  till  about 
10  a  m.,  when  General  Meade  is  seen  passing  by.  Another  advance  of 
about  one  mile,  and  the  regiment  goes  into  camp  amidst  a  cloud  of 
rumors  concerning  neace  conferences,  surrenderings  ot  armies,  &c. 

On  the  11th  the  regiment  begins  its  march  toward  Richmond,  and 
after  long  and  tiresome  marches,  in  which  this  regiment  distinguished 
itself  by  being  almost  entirely  without  stragglers,  we  reach  Rurkevdle, 
where  we  are  in  camp  now. 

T  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^    roKORNY, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Screnfh  lirfihnmt  X<nr  YorJc  Vohmlvrrn. 

Oapt.  11.  DODT, 

Acting  Assintant,  Adjutani  (icnrral. 
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:so.  40. 

Report  of  MaJ.  John  McE.  Hyde,  Thirty-ninth  New  Torlc  Infantry. 

Hdqks.  Thirty-xinth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers, 

April  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  regiment  since  the  liSth  ultimo : 

In  compliance  with  orders,  the  Thirty-ninth  Eegimeiit  New  York  Vet- 
eran Volunteers  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.  March  29  Avith  the  brigade,  and 
moved  aci-oss  Hatcher's liun,  where  lineof  battle  was  formed  at  11  a.  m. 
At  4  p.  m.  an  advance  was  ordered,  and  we  moved  forward  without  oppo- 
sition until  after  dark,  when  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  At  day- 
light March  30  the  advance  was  continued  in  line  of  battle,  without 
opposition,  until  we  reached  tlie  Quaker  road.  A  line  of  breast- works 
was  constructed  a  short  distance  beyond  the  road,  and  bivouac  ordered 
for  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st  we  moved  to  the  left 
and  occupied  a  line  of  breast-Avorks  on  the  Boydton  plank  road,  thrown 
up  by  the  Fifth  Corps.  At  10  a.  m.  tlie  brigade  advanced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  the  enemy.  After  moving  in  line  of  battle  nearly  a 
mile  we  struck  their  skirmisli  line.  A  left  wheel  was  made  by  the  bri- 
gade for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy  on  his  flank.  As  the 
Thirty-ninth  was  on  the  extreme  light  men  were  deployed  to  protect 
that  flank  of  the  brigade  until  the  entire  regiment  was  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  The  First  Brigade  advancing  over  my  line  I  withdrew 
my  regiment  and  lejoiiiedthe  brigade.  Colonel  Funk  was  wounded  in 
the  hip  early  in  tlie  engagement,  and  I  have  since  been  in  command 
of  the  regiment.  After  rejoining  the  brigade  the  division  line  was 
straightened  and  bieast  works  thrown  up. 

Before  daylight  oti  tlie  morning  of  the  1st  instant  we  moved  to  the 
rear  and  occupied  the  original  line  of  works  on  the  Boydton  road,  and 
afterward  threw  up  a  new  line  a  short  distance  in  advance.  In  the 
afternoon  we  advanced  again  [to]  the  line  erected  the  previous  day, 
and  lay  there  ready  to  receive  an  attack,  demonstrations  being  made 
on  different  portions  of  the  enemy's  lines  by  other  regiments.  At  1 
a.  m.  2d  instant  we  moved  rapidly  to  the  left,  and  halted  at  4  a.  m. 
somewhere  near  Dinwiddie  Court-House.  At  6  a.  m.  we  returned  and 
formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works,  ready  to  attack. 
Soon  after  it  was  ascertained  that  they  had  evacuated,  and  we 
advanced  at  the  double  quick  to  occupy  their  works.  The  colors  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  were  the  third  on  their  works.  The  advance  was  con- 
tinued until  the  enemy  was  found  in  an  intrenched  position  on  the 
South  Side  Railroad.  The  Third  Brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  them, 
and  although  the  men  were  much  exhausted  from  loss  of  sleep  the 
previous  night  and  the  rapid  marching  they  had  gone  through  yet 
they  advanced  gallantly  through  a  piece  of  woods  and  across  an  open 
field,  exposed  to  the  lire  of  two  batteries  and  from  the  enemy  in 
his  breast-works.  The  Thirty-ninth  was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
brigade,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and  if  a  few 
shots  could  have  been  thrown  from  a  battery  of  our  own  I  think  [they] 
could  have  entered  the  enemy's  works.  At  this  time  the  right  of 
the  brigade  fell  back,  and  as,  from  my  advanced  position,  I  was 
in  danger  of  being  surrounded  I  was  compelled  to  fall  back.  One 
officer  and  2  men,  who  were  unable  to  keep  up  on  the  retreat, 
were  captured  at  this  point.  Line  was  again  formed  in  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  and  a  skirmish  line  thrown  out  on  the  left  and  in  ad- 
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yaiice.  1  would  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  First  Lieut.  Baron  "W. 
Briggs  and  Second  Lieuts.  Charles  Menzler,  and  Allen  M.  Baker,  who 
succeeded  in  establishing  this  line  under  great  difficulty,  on  account 
of  the  exhaustion  of  the  men,  &c.  A  second  charge  was  ordered, 
this  time  supported  by  artillery,  but  we  did  not  succeed  in  break- 
ing the  enemy's  line.  As  most  of  my  regiment  was  on  the  skirmish 
line  the  few  men  1  had  could  do  very  little.  My  colors,  however,  were 
as  far  in  advance  as  any  in  the  brigade.  Line  was  again  formed  on 
edge  of  woods,  and  presently  the  enemy  was  observed  leaving  in  con- 
fusion, having  been  flanked  in  their  position  by  the  Second  Brigade. 
We  now  advanced  across  the  railroad,  and  my  regiment,  with  others, 
was  advanced  for  the  pm-pose  of  completing  the  connection  on  the 
skirmish  line.  Afterward  rejoined  the  brigade  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night.  At  6  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  we  moved  forward,  meeting 
no  opposition,  and  marched  until  9  p.  m.,  when  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night.  On  the  4th  started  at  6  p.  m.,  moved  forward  three  miles,  when 
we  were  ordered  back  to  meet  trains  and  repair  roads ;  worked  until 
10  p.  m.,  and  then  bivouacked.  At  5  a.  m.  morning  of  the  5th  resumed 
the  march,  meeting  the  division  at  9  p.  m.  at  Jetersville  and  bivouacked. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  moved  forward  about  one  mile,  when  we 
met  Lee's  rear  guard,  and  skirmished  and  fought  all  day,  driving  the 
enemy,  and  at  5  p.  m.  participated  in  the  capture  of  a  part  of  a  wagon 
train.  Crossed  Monkey  Eun  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  At  6  a.  m. 
morning  of  the  7th  moved  forward  to  High  Bridge,  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  works  and  across  the  river,  and  continued  the  pursuit  to 
within  half  a  mile  of  Farmville.  Moved  to  the  right  of  Farmville  and 
erected  works,  subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire.  Bivouacked  for  the 
night.    Enemy  in  strong  force  in  our  front. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  his  position,  and  we  immediately  started  in  pursuit,  march- 
ing without  opposition  until  6  p.  m.,  when  we  bivouacked.  At  9  p.  m. 
again  moved  forward  about  three  miles.  At  6  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th  moved  forward  about  three  miles,  when  we  halted,  awaiting 
the  result  of  a  flag  of  truce.  At  4  p.  m.  the  surrender  of  Lee  was 
announced. 

EespectfuUy  submitted.  ^   ^^^^    ^^^^^ 

Major,  Comdg.  Thirty-ninth  New  Yorlc  Veteran  Volunteern. 

Capt.  H.  DODT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ifo.  41. 

Report  ofiAeut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Karples,  Fifty-second  Nev  Yorlc  Infantry. 

Hdoes  Fifty-seoond  Eegt.  New  Yoek  Veteran  Vols., 

April  16,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  report  of  operations. 

This  regiment,  in  accordance  with  orders,  after  being  relieved  from 
picket  by  troops  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  left  its  encanip- 
ment  in  front  of  Petersburg  March  29, 1865, 10  a.  m.,  and  joiued  the 
brigade  on  the  south  side  of  Hatcher's  Eun  at  2  p.  m.  the  same  da}^ 
The  brigade  was  in  line  of  battle  and  threw  up  breast- works.  -A-bout  a 
p  m  orders  to  advance  were  receiv.ed.    The  regiment  advanced  m  line 


740  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  N.  C,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA._    [Chap.  Lvin. 

of  battle  with  the  brigade,  second  in  line,  about  a  mile  and  a  half, 
through  a  densely  wooded  and  swampy  country,  and  halted  about  8 
p.  m.  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade  and  threw  up 
breast-works.  March  30,  at  daybreak  the  regiment  moved  forward 
with  the  brigade  about  half  a  mile,  halted  and  threw  up  breast- works; 
advanced  again  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  again  built  breast- works; 
halted  on  a  road  until  the  morning  of  March  31,  when  we  moved  by  the 
left  flank  about  two  miles,  troops  of  the  Third  Division  relieving  us, 
and  look  position  on  the  Boydton  road,  relieving  troops  of  the  Fifth 
Army  Corps.  The  command  remained  in  this  position  until  about  2 
p.  m.,  when  it  advanced  in  line  with  the  brigade,  over  the  works  and 
through  the  woods,  about  one  mile,  where  it  met  the  enemy,  who  occu- 
pied a  crest  of  hills  in  our  front.  A  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  enemy 
driven  from  his  position.  The  regiment  lost  3  commissioned  o£&cers 
killed,  2  commissioned  officers  wounded,  6  enlisted  men  killed,  30 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  5  enlisted  men  missing.  It  then  moved  by 
the  left  flank,  and  again  by  the  right  flank  about  one  mile,  and  to  the 
rear  about  one  mile,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

April  1,  at  4  a.  m.  the  command  returned  to  its  position  on  the  Boyd- 
ton road,  somewhat  to  the  right  of  the  one  occupied  in  the  morning,  and 
remained  there  until  9  a.  m.,  when  it  threw  up  a  line  of  works  at  right 
angles  with  the  Boydton  road.  It  moved  from  this  position  at  about 
5  p.  m.,  and  reoccupied  our  old  position  of  the  same  morning  at  about  9 
p.  m.,  gradually  extending  the  lines  to  the  left  about  one  mile,  remaining 
stationary  about  two  hours,  when  we  moved  along  the  works  by  the  left 
flank  until  we  struck  the  White  Oak  road,  and  joined  General  Sheridan 
about  4  a.  m.  April  2.  The  command  moved  down  the  road  at  6  a.  m., 
formed  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works,  advancing  over 
them  in  line  of  battle  to  the  left,  toward  the  South  Side  Railroad,  about 
two  miles,  until  we  struck  the  enemy.  A  charge  was  made,  but  repulsed 
by  the  enemy.  The  troops  were  reformed  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  opposite 
their  old  position  and  slight  breast- works  thrown  up.  My  horse  was 
shot  under  me  in  this  charge  and  I  received  a  painful  contusion  on  the 
right  foot,  which  compelled  me  temporarily  to  place  Major  Ritzius  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  A  second  charge  being  subsequently  made,  was 
again  repulsed.  The  position  was  upon  a  third  advance  taken.  The 
command  lost — commissioned  officer  slightly  wounded,  1;  enlisted  men 
killed,  3;  enlisted  men  wounded,  18;  enlisted  men  missing,  12.  The 
regiment  advanced  over  the  South  Side  Railroad  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night,  remaining  until  about  11  a.m.  April  3,  when  we  moved  forward 
by  the  left  flank,  the  brigade  being  rear  guard,  and  ordered  back  to 
repair  roads,  resuming  our  march  at  daybreak  April  4  to  rejoin  the 
division,  which  we  did  at  about  10  p.  m.  the  same  day,  bivouacking  for 
the  night.  April  5,  we  resumed  our  march  at  9  a.  m.,  on  the  Lynchburg 
road,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade  in  reserve.  At 
about  4  p.  m.  we  moved  into  the  front  line  on  the  right  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, charging  the  enemy  and  advancing  over  Sailor's  Creek.  I  was 
ordered  to  advance  my  regiment  as  skirmishers  to  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
where  I  remained  until  relieved,  when  I  rejoined  the  brigade  and  went 
into  bivouac. 

April  6,  the  regiment  moved  forward  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  road  until  it 
reached  the  Appomattox  at  High  Bridge.  I  was  ordered  to  the  right 
to  effect  a  crossing,  if  possible,  but  found  the  river  too  deep,  and  was 
ordered  back  to  the  brigade,  which  resumed  its  march,  crossing  theriver, 
the  enemy  ha\'ing  been  driven.  I  was  then  ordered  to  advance  a  skir- 
mish line,  consisting  of  my  regiment  and  Thirty-ninth  Kew  York  Vol- 
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uiiteers,  to  connect  with  the  Second  Division,  covering  the  flank  of  the 
Tliii'd  Brigade,  and  subsequently  ordered  to  rejoin  the  brigade.  The 
command  then  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  under  the  enemy's  artillery 
lire,  changing  position  several  times,  until  we  formed  on  the  left  of  the 
Lynchburg  road.  I  was  then  ordered  out  M'ith  my  command  and  a 
detail  from  the  Seventh  Xew  York  Volunteers  to  relieve  the  Fifth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  on  the  picket-line  that  night.  I  found  the 
enemy's  position  evacuated  about  2  a.  m.,  and  at  daybreak  April  7 
advanced  mj'  line  about  two  miles,  when  I  was  relieved  and  rejoined 
the  brigade,  with  which  the  regiment  advanced  in  column,  nothing  of 
interest  taking  place  until  April  9,  when  General  Lee  surrendered  his 
army. 

The  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  fully,  under  all  hardships  and 
privations. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

HENRY  M.  KARPLES, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 

Capt.  H.  DoDT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  42. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jjeieis  W.  Husk,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New 

York  Infantry. 

^         Hdqks.  111th  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

April  14,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  command  in  the  campaign  commencing  March  29, 
1865: 

At  6  a.  m.  of  March  29  the  regiment  broke  camp,  and  with  the  brigade 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Run,  which  was  crossed  before 
noon,  and  from  thence  moved  some  three  miles  to  the  west,  where  Ave 
halted  and  constructed  temporary  breast- works.  During  the  afternoon 
the  regiment  advanced  with  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  toward  the 
enemy,  meeting  no  opposition,  and  halting  for  the  night  in  a  thick  wood. 
In  the  morning  (March  30)  the  advance  in  line  of  battle  was  continued. 
Two  lines  of  breast-works  were  built  and  abandoned  for  a  farther 
advance,  as  our  skirmishers  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire.  In  the 
afternoon  we  reached  an  old  line  of  works  within  easj-  range  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  Here  a  considerable  action  took  place,  in  which  a 
portion  of  the  regiment,  under  Lieut.  J.  P.  Fishback,  was  engaged,  with 
a  loss  of  two  men  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st  we  moved 
about  a  mile  to  the  left,  occupying  works  built  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  and 
iust  before  noon  the  division  advanced  in  lino  of  battle  to  check  the 
eneniv,  who  were  pressing  back  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  the 
Fifth'Corps.  The  enemy  were  strongly  posted  on  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
behind  hastily  constructed  works,  and  to  dislodge  them  the  whole  hne 
was  ordered  to  charge.  This  regiment  advanced  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm,  gallantly  carrying  the  enemy's  works,  completely  routmg 
them  and  capturing  1  stand  of  colors  and  over  100  prisoners.  A  detail 
fr-om  the  regiment,  under  Lieut.  E.  W.  Hoff,  were  engaged  as  skirmish- 
ers during  most  of  the  day,  and  performed  their  duty  admirably,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  to  the  shelter  of  their  fortifications  and  capturing  some 
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prisoners.  A  new  line  of  works  was  erected  about  a  mile  in  advance  of 
those  occupied  in  the  morning.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the  day 
was  3  men  killed,  23  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

On  the  evening  of  April  1  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  recounoiter  the 
enemy's  works  in  our  front  and,  if  practicable,  carry  them  by  assault; 
but  after  a  careful  reconnaissance  the  regiment  was  withdrawn  and,  with 
the  division,  ioined  General  Sheridan.  On  the  2d  of  April  the  regiment 
had  the  advance  of  the  division,  and  was  the  first  to  enter  the  works 
which  the  enemy  was  abandoning.  Followhig  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
South  Side  Eailroad  the  regiment  participated  in  the  three  assaults 
upon  the  enemy  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  railroad.  Our  loss 
in  this  aflair  was  1  commissioned  oihcer  and  4  enlisted  men  killed,  1 
commissioned  officer  and  40  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  2  commissioned 
officers  and  IC  enlisted  men  missing.  In  the  operations  subsequent  to 
the  2d,  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, this  regiment  performed  its  full  share  of  duty,  meeting  with  a 
ftiither  loss  of  live  men  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  regiment  during  the  campaign,  both  on  the  march 
and  in  action,  is  worthy  of  high  praise.  Many  of  the  men  had  but 
recently  entered  the  service,  but  they  generally  behaved  with  the  steadi- 
ness of  veterans,  and  the  regiment  has,  I  believe,  fully  sustained  its 
former  reputation. 

Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  W.  HUSK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Eegiment. 

Capt.  H.  DoDT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  43. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Hyde,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Kew 

York  Infantry. 

Hdcjrs.  125TII  New  Yoiik  A'olintker  Infantry, 

April  10,  1865. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  cam- 
paign commencing  March  29  and  ending  April  9,  18G5: 

The  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  nioi'uing  of  March  29,  crossing 
Hatcher's  Kun,  taking  up  position  on  the  Vaughan  road,  on  which  and 
the  succeeding  day  it  moved  in  line  of  battle,  and  intrenched  on  the 
Boydton  road,  near  the  Quaker  road.  March  31,  the  regiment  was 
engaged  witli  the  enemy,  with  a  loss  to  the  command  of  3  killed  and 
14  wounded.  April  2,  the  regiment  was  again  en  gaged  with  the  enemy, 
with  a  loss  to  the  command  of  2  killed,  including  Capt.  Jolin  Quay, 
of  Company  D,  and  13  wounded.  The  regiment  was  again  uuder 
severe  tire  on  the  Cth  and  7th  instant.  On  the  8th  instant  the  regiment 
was  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  captured  about  100  prisoners,  1  piece  of 
artillery,  15  wagons,  several  caissons,  and  a  large  number  of  small- 
arms. 

Verv  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HYDE, 
JAeutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  H.  DoDX, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutaut-Geueral. 


